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DuKB  OF  Bedford  to  Governor,  1748. 

Whitehall,  7^  May,  1748. 
Sir, 

The  King's  Plenipotentiary  &  those  of  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  haying  signed 
at  Aiz  La  Chapelle,  on  the  19^  of  April  last,  0.  S.,  preliminary 
Articles  for  restoring  a  General  peace,  and  in  Consequence  whereof. 
His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  a  Proclamation  to  be  pub- 
lished, declaring  a  Cessation  of  Arms,  as  well  by  Sea  as  Land, 
which  I  send  yon  herewith  inclosed ;  I  am  commanded  by  His  Ma- 
jesty to  signify  to  yon  His  pleasure,  that  you  cause  the  same  to  be 
published  in  all  the  proper  places  under  your  Goyemment,  to  the 
£nd  that  all  His  Majesty's  Subjects  there  may  pay  due  obedience 
to,  ft  a  strict  Observance  of  the  same. 
I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

BEDFORD. 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indmed—J).  of  Bedford's  Letter,,  dated  at  Whitehall,  7*"  May, 
1748,  enclosing  a  Proclamation  for  Cessation  of  Hostilities  against 
France.  Entered.  Bead  in  Council  the  15^^  August,  1748,  an<f 
published  the  17*^  day  at  y«  Court  house. 


Messrs  Powell  &  Rhoads  to  Richard  Peters,  1748. 

Philadelphia,  June  y  14%  1748. 
Friend  Peters, 

The  Majestrates  &  Assessors  of  this  City,  having  at  the  Bequest 
of  the  Inhabitants,  made  some  Provision  for  cleansing  &  wailing 
Part  of  the  Dock,  &  improving  the  Swamp  between  Budd's  Buildings 
&  Society  Hill,  for  publick  use,  according  to  a  plan  herewith  deli- 
vered; Contributions  are  raising  Jn  the  Neighbourhood,  for  con- 
tinuing the  Common  Sewer  across  Spruce  Street,  &  for  advancing 
the  general  Improvements. 

Most  of  the  Inhabitants,  Owners  of  Ground  along  up  said  Dock, 
have  engaged  (by  a  written  Contract  under  Hand  &  Seal  delivered,) 
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to  diggy  wall,  and  cleanse,  their  several  &  Respective  Parts  &  shares 
of  the  s'  Dock,  which  are  opposite  to  their  respective  Lotts  of  GrouDd, 
immediately  after  the  Party  next  below,  shall  have  so  done  their  part 
or  share,  and  by  this  method,  we  hope  there  is  now  a  fair  prospect  of 
having  the  whole  Dock,  so  far  as  Third  Street,  cleansed  and  walled, 
&  the  Dangerous,  &  disagreeable  Nusance  so  much  complained  of, 
entirely  removed  :  provided  any  Person,  on  Behalf  of  the  Honorable 
Proprietor,*  will  cause  the  Parts  or  Shares,  opposite  to  his  Lotts,  to 
be  in  like  manner  due,  walled  and  cleansed  when  they  come  in 
Course,  which,  we  make  no  doubt,  the  Proprietor  will  highly  ap- 
prove of,  seeing  the  advantages  must  accrue  t%  his  Estates  in  com- 
mon with  others,  and  without  this  is  done,  the  whole  Work,  how- 
ever useful  &  necessary,  must  soon  be  at  a  Stand. 

Now  wo  desire  to  be  informed  how  this  may  be  obtained,  &  also  a 
Contribution  proportioned  to  the  Proprietor's  Interest  therein,  for 
carrying  on  the  Common  Sewer,  &  for  advancing  the  general  Im-' 
provements.   ,     •  ' 

SAM'L  POWELL. 
SAMUEL  RHOADS. 
Directed. 
To 
.    Richard  Peters, 

Secretary. 
IndoneJ. 

Lre  from  Sam.  Rhoads  &  Sam.  Powell,  about  cleansing  the  Dock, 
14  June,  K48. 


Jacob  Kollock  to  Richakd  Petbrs,  1748. 

Sir, 

Un  the  re*  of  y'  Letter  of  June  the  18**,  we  immediately  wrote 
to  Capt.  Norbury  the  intelligence  therein  Contained,  who  returned 
for  Answer  that  tho'  He  believed  it  was  His  Ship  &  Prizes  that  Had 
been  taken  for  Don  Pedro  &  His  Consorts,  yet  he  would  go  Directly 
in  quest  of  whatever  enemy  might  be  on  the  Coast,  and  accordingly 
sailed  from  Hence  yesterday  was  se'nnight,  as  did  the  other  two  days 
ago,  to  whom  we  made  a  signal  from  the  shore,  and  also  Dispatched 
of  a  Letter  after  under  sail  to  acquaint  Capt.  Ballet  of  a  French 
privateer  Sloop  being  Cruising  near  the  Cape  :  Hope  he  will  meet 
with  Her,  and  the  Prizes  She  Hath  Lately  taken. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  244,  for  his  reply  to  this  snggettion.  la 
1765  an  act  was  passed  in  consequence  of  the  plan  for  rendering  the  Dock 
navigable,  not  being  foond  to  answer,  Feqniring  it  to  be  filled  np  **  over  the 
arch  now  erected,"  and  to  be  regulated  as  a  public  street,  **  by  the  name  of 
Dock  etreet"~See  MS.  laws,  Vol.  V.  pp.  62-3,  in  Secretary's  office. 
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As  to  what  His  Honour,  the  President,  and  the  Hon^^*,  the  Cocin- 
cill  of  Pennsylvania,  request  about  our  giving  Notioe  to  them,  as 
Likewise  of  Sending  an  Express  to  Virginia,  upon  the  approach  of 
any  immediate  Danger,  Please  to  pay  our  Compliments  to  that 
HoQ^**  Board,  and  j^ure  them  that  we  shall  readily  &  Cheerfully 
Do  So ;  and  in  regard  to  their  other  request,  Concerning  our  Sig- 
nals, Please  to  inform  them,  that  for  the  safety  of  the  outward  Bound 
Trade,  we  Have  Fixed  upon  the  Following  one,  viz : 

At  Such  Time  as  No  Man  of  War  is .  in  the  Road,  and  we  know 
of  an  Enemy's  Being  of,  as  Soon  as  ever  a  Vessell  that  is  Coming 
down  the  Bay  Can  be  seen  from  our  Lower  Battery  at  Bailey's  Point, 
we  will  Fire  one  of  our  Largest  Guns,  and  repeat  the  same  Signal 
at  every  5  minutes  Distance  in  Time^  untill  we  observe  that  the  Yes- 
sell  hath  taken  Notice  of  it. 

By  a  Traveller  from  Virginia  we  are  informed  that  a  man  of  war 
(Probably  the  Hector)  took  a  Spanish  or  French  Privateer  Brig, 
Near  a  Place  called  the  Horse  Shoe,  on  Wednesday,  June  22*. 

We  thank  yon  for  your  Care  of  our  Powder,  Shot  and  Flag,  which 
I  have  rec'.  But  as  we  are  told  the  Flag  Cost  between  13  and  £14 
we  are  afraid  it  will  Break  in  too  much  upon  our  Stock  to  Have 
another  at  Present  and  yet  as  we  are  at  a  Loss  to  make  Signals 
from  our  Town  Battery  without  Colours,  we  must  have  some  sort; 
we  Have  Therefore  thought  that  a  union  Pendant  of  about  30  /eet 
/y,  and  Somewhat  Broader  than  usual,  may  Answer  the  End. 
Please  to  get  the  same  made,  and  sent  as  soon  as  you  conveniently 
can,  which  will  add  to  the  obligations  you  Have  already  laid  upon 

Sir, 

Your  very 
Humble  Servant. 
Rt.  HOLT, 
in  behalf  of 

JACOB  KOLLOCK. 

L£W£8,  July  Ist,  1748. 

P.  S.  Capt.  Ballet  left  with  me  the  Letter  for  Capt.  Norbury,  and 
an  Order  for  the  Pipe  of  Wine,  which  I  Have  since  Got  &  Put  into 
my  Cellar 

Yours, 

R.  H. 
Directed. — ^To  Mr.  Secretary  Peters,  at  Philadelphia. 
Endoned—m.  Ryves  Holt's  Letter  of  1st  July,  1748,  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Peters,  at  Philadelphia. 

*  Probably  the  pipe  of  ivine  whieh,  with  eight  loaves  of  sugar,  and  twenty 
gallooa  of  rom,  was  presented  to  Capt  B.,  by  the  City  Councils,  in  lieu  of  a 
Bee  Minutes,  1704'.1776,  p.  501. 
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D.  Bush,  &o.,  to  President  Palmsr,  1748. 

WiLlilNQTOKj  6th  Julj.  1748. 
Sir, 

This  is  to  acqnainti  that  we  have  erected  a  Battery  on  the  Rocka 
of  Christiana^  with  a  Magazine  that  is  Bomh  proof;  ko.,  for  the  De- 
fence of  this  Barrough  &  parts  adjacent.  Which  being  viewed  by 
a  great  many  Gentlemen,  yet  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  for  the  Balk, . 
(being  as  yet  only  made  for  mounting  Ten  Guns)  it  is  cquall  to,  if 
not  exceeds,  any  on  the  Continent  for  Strength  &  Beauty.  The 
Place  appeared  as  if  formed  by  nature  for  that  purpose,  &  the  peo- 
ple were  so  hearty  &  zealous,  that  the  whole  was  finished  in  a  few 
Days,  to  the  surprise  of  all  that  have  since  seen  the  Works.  We, 
knowing  it  our  Duty,  would  have  informed  vou  of  the  Design  before 
undertaken,  but  the  whole  being  projected  &  begun  after  the  Span- 
ish privateers  being  at  New  Castle,  &  before  we  heard  of  her  leaving 
the  River,  time  would  not  permitt.  We  were  the  rather  encouraged 
herein,  as  the  Precedent  has  always  taken  the  greatest  Care  to  do,  & 
pleasure  to  promote  &  encourage  every  thing,  as  much  as  possible, 
for  the  Defence  and  welfare  of  the  Government,  We  therefore  hope 
that  you  will  not|  only  excuse  this  omission,  which'necessity  en- 
forced, but  likewise  be  so  good  as  to  approve  of  our  Conduct  than 
which  nothing  cou'd  afford  greater  pleasure  &  satisfaction  to 
Honoured  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  Servants, 

DAVID  BUSff, 
JNO.  M'KINLY, 
CHAR-  BUSH. 

To  the  Hon"-  Anthony  Palmer,  Esq",  Prcb***,  Philad*. 

Endorsed — Letter  of  David  Bush  and  others  at  Wilmington  to  the 
President,  dated  6th  July,  1748. 

*  "  The  Rocks  of  Christiana"  are  considered  by  Ferris  in  his  "Original  Set- 
tlements on  the  Delaware/'  page  62,  as  the  site  of  the  old  Swedish  fort, 
"Christina,"  built  in  1G38,  by  Got.  Minnit,  and  which,  in  1666,  while 
under  command  of  Got.  ^singh,  capitulated  to  the  Dutch  under  Stuyresant 
(see  Hazard's  Annals,  Vol.  I,  pp.  187-189.)  Acrelius,  the  Swedish  historian, 
and  pastor  at  Wilmington,  says,  that  "in  1746  some  pieces  of  Swedish  money, 
with  the  stamp  of  Queen  Christina,  were  dug  up  in  this  neighborhood,"  and 
"  that  on  thqjSlst  March,  1766,  on  taking  up  by  chance  some  pieces  of  the  wall, 
there  were  found  many  cannon  balls,  granadoes  and  other  similar  things, 
which 'had  been  kept  concealed  exactly  100  years."— [Acrelius,  in  a  note  to 
Duponceau's  translation  of  Campanius,  p.  86,  in  Memoirs  of  Penna.  Hist.  Soc] 
And  in  October  1862,  "14  cannon  balls,  9  &  6  pounders,  all  bearing  ample 
evidence  of  their  antiquity,  by  the  depth  of  oxydation  which  covers  them," 
were  discovered,  "  with  several  other  articles  near  them,  one  of  whioh^was 
an  old  fashioned  pewter  dish,  deeper  than  our  common  dinner  plates  and 
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GaPXAIH  J.  BaLUIT  so  BIOHAR0  Petxb8|  1748. 

Otter  Sloopi  Lewes  Roady 
July,  y  6%  1748. 

8.: 

I  lutTisg  met  with  an  opportunity  of  writing,  Aoqiuunt  yon  that 
.1  arriyed  at  this  place  Lsust  night,  after  seeing  the  Convoy  all 
Eafe,  fifty  Leagues  off  of  the  Coast,  &  have  cruised  along  the  Coast 
down  from  the  Capes  of  Virginia  to  Egg  Harbonr,  hut  have  not  had 
the  Good  fortune  of  meeting  with  any  of  our  troublesome  Ckntry 
as  yet,  for  the  Coast  at  present  is  very  clear,  but  how  long  it  will 
Bemain  so  I  cannot  tell.  I  am  going  out  again  this  Evening  to  look 
about  me,  and  shall  Return  sgain  in  about  a  Week^s  time  to  Enqnise 
for  News,  &c.,  if  their  is  any  ships  Wants  Convoy  off  of  the  Coast 
at  any  time,  if  they  will  Let  me  know  in  time,  I  will  be  always 
Ready  to  Cro  out  with  them.  My  Respects  to  the  President  k  Conn* 
dll,  and  all  the  Gentlemen  of  my  Acquaintance  in  Philadelphia. 
M'.  Holt  Desires  his  Compliments  to  you,  &  believe  me  to  be 

S', 

your  Humble  servant, 

to  Command, 

J.  BALLETT.* 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq. 

/»t/orscrf— Cap"  Ballett's  Lre,  6*"  July,  1748. 

narrower  in  the  brim,  which,  it  is  supposed,  was  Gov.  Bisingh's  soap  plate,  ** 
(DeUware  BepubUcan,  Oct.  19,  1852,  and  26th  or  26th,)  all  which  have  been 
considered  as  fixing  the  locality  of  the  eld  fort  But  aiter  meeting  with  the 
foregoing  letter,  the  attention  of  the  first  named  author  was  directed  by  the 
Editor  to  its  contents,  which  he  in  a  letter  to  him,  says,  "  is  the  first  account 
I  erer  saw  or  heard  of  any  such  erection."  Whether  the  cannon  balls  here* 
tofore  discovered  belonged  to  the  former  or  latter  of  these  forts,  or  partly 
to  both,  is  matter  of  conjecture,  as  both  were  probably  located  on  or  near 
tiie  spot,  and  the  lapse  of  time  since  .the  latter  period  is  perhaps  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  ozydation.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the  knowledge  of 
the  fort  in  1748  should  have  passed  away  from  its  immediate  vicinity.  It 
was  probably  only  a  Umfinrj  structure,  and  nothing  important  resulted 
from  it  to  impress  it  upon  the  memory.  Ed.    ^ 

*  He  was  Commander  of  the  Sloop  of  War  Otter,  in  an  action  with  a 
«*  yery  large  ship,"  during  "  four  hours."  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  V,  p.  241,  &o. 
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Conrad  Wsibbe  to  Biohard  Pbtbrb,  1748. 

Heidleberg,  July  the  10%  1748. 

Kind  Sir: 

'  I  was  favoured  with  yours  this  day  over  Lancester;  I  say  yours 
of  the  25^  of  last  month.  If  I  have  an  opportunity^  I  will  let  the 
Indians  at  Shomokin  Know  of  the  Governor  of  N.  York*  answer. 
I  can  not  go  up  meselves,  because  the  time  for  my  Seting  out  for 
Ohio  is  so  near,  I  have  agreed  to  be  at  George  Croghan's,  the  18^^  of 
this  Instant,  where  I  hope  to  see  Sbickelimy's  Eldest  son,  who  was 
sent  up  by  his  father  to  the  Six  Nations,  and  since  his  arrival,  his 
&ther  send  word  to  me  to  Come  to  Shomokin  to  be  Informed  of 
^at  passes  among  the  6  Nations,  but  I  did  let  them  know 
that  I  must  at  the  aforesaid  Time  Set  out  for  Ohio,  per  order  of 
the  Government,  and  I  Could  not  Come  to  Shomokin,  desired  him  at 
the  same  that  himself  or  his  Son,  would  be  so  good  as  to  Come  to 
George  Croghan's  to  Conferr  with  me  about  Several  things,^  whether 
he  will  Come  or  not^  I  cant  tell.  He  is  not  alltogether  pleased  with 
my  Journey  to  Ohio,  nor  is  he  much  liked  by  the  Indians  on  that 
place.  If  I  must  go  to  Shomokin  it  must  be  per  order  of  the  Pre- 
sident &  Counsil,  that  is  if  in  Case^  neither  Shickelimy,  nor  his  Sons 
Comes  to  George  Croghan's. 

I  hear  no  more  of  the  Deputy's  of  the  Towicktowicks  and  Shaw- 
onos,  whom  Andrew  is  gone  to  meet  Whatever  is  become  of  them, 
perhaps  they  are  yet  in  Logstown  on  Ohio.  I  dont  intent  to  Stay 
for  them,  without  they  meet  me  before  I  leave  George  Croghan's, 
from  which  place  I  shall  write  to  you  once  more^  and  bid  you  &re 
well. 

I  remain 

Sir, 

Your  very  obedient^ 

CONRAD  WEISBE. 

Favour  me  with  a  line  or  two  by  the  bearer  hereof,  who  is  a  wag- 
oner, and  no  doubt  in  a  Hurry.  I  hope  every  thing  is  sent  up  to 
G.  droghan,  If  not,  this  man  can  take  what  is  forgot. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  298. 
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Thomas  Gooebon  to  B.  Pbtbrs,  1748. 

Sir: 

M'.  Groghan  is  just  oome  to  Town  with  an  Aeco*  of  y  Indiaot 

ra  Expoeted,  being  npon  y  Boad,  to  be  in  thia  Town  to-morrow, 
desiring  to  be  met  here  by  their  Brethren,  aa  soon  aa  oonveniently 
may  be.  Gonrade  Weiaer  hapned  fortunately  to  be  herOy  &  will 
giYe  hia  Attendance,  and  has  wrote  you  by  this  Messenger,  aooord* 
ingly  I  shall  make  y*  Provision  for  one  you  directed,  and  shall 
hope  to  aee  you  here  on  Monday. 

Andrew  Montour  went  from  Harris's  to  Conrade  Weiser's,  to  in- 
fmn  him  of  this,  and  I  suppose  will  wait  there  till  Gonrade  goes 
home,  who  will  prevent  his  going  to  Town  to  give  you  the  Acoo*, 
&  save  y  charge  of  2  Messeugers. 

lam 

S', 

T'  most  h'ble  ServS 

THO.  GOOKSON. 
Lawf,  14*  July,  1748. 

Endoned—M^.  Cookson's  Lre,  of  y«  14*^  July,  1748.  Bead  in 
Gonncil  the  16*^ 


Conrad  Wbiser  to  B.  Peters,  1748. 

Lancester,  July  the  14«>',  1748. 

Sir: 

I  came  to  this  town  the  night  before  Isst,  to  Setle  some  affair  of 
my  own,  before  my  Setting  out  for  Ohio,  and  this  moment  when 
I  write  this,  M'.  Oeorge  Croffban  Came  to  town,  and  Informs  that 
the  Indian  deputies  to  wit :  the  two  Towick  Towicks,  [Twigthwees,] 
three  Sbawonese,  two  head  [principal]  man  of  the  Six  nations,  with 
some  others,*  makinff  in  all  18  persons,  including  a  Cuple  of 
women,  [two  women],  are  by  the  way  between  this  town  and  John 
Harris's  Ferry,  .and  design  to  be  here  in  Lancester  to  morow,  and 
they  desire  that  their  Brethren,  some  of  the  Council,  will  meet  them 
in  this  town,  they  being  very  weary  of  their  Journey,  and  almost 
starffed  for  want  of  provisions,  and  are  affaired  that  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  is  sickly.  Andrew  Montour  is  gone  down  from  cTohn 
Harris  to  my  house,  in  order  to  give  me  notice.  I  intend  to  go 
home  Lnediately  to  meet  him,  and  so  Come  back  again  to  this  town, 
to  wait  npon  the  Counsil.     I  understand  what  will  be  said  by  the 

1*  • 
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Indians;  will  be  in  the  Six  nation  lingaage  bj  the  said  Chiefes.  The 
Indians  desire  to  be  heard  so  soon  as  possible,  and  I  hope  the 
Connsil  will  be  as  willing  to  dispatoh  them.  I  haye  nothing  to  add^ 
but  remain. 

Sir, 

Tonr  most  obedient, 
CONRAD  WEISER.* 

Indcraed^M'.  Weiser's  Lre.,  dated  14"^  Jnij,  1748.    Bead  in 
OouBcil,  19*  July,  1748. 


COISTRAD  WBI8BE  TO  BiOH'D  PbTB&S,   1748.. 

Sir: 

Yours  by  M'.  W*.  Franklin,  I  reoeived  last  night,  with  my  In- 
stniotions,  and  the  Procl*'**.  I  just  now  preparing  to  set  out  for 
Lanoester  again,  to  meet  the  Indians.  I  understand  the  rainy  whea- 
ther  stopt  them  a  day  at  John  Harris's. 

As  M'.  Parsons  wUl  (I  hope)  deliver  this  to  you,  with  a  draft  of 
that  piece  of  land  he  la;^d  out  for  me,  by  your  order,  (I  find  it  is 
above  400  aeres,)  he  will  Cut  of  on  the  Sid  of  the  Hill,  if  you  re- 
quire it,  so  much  as  you  shall  think  fit.  But  I  would  rather  have  it 
all,  and  pay  to  the  Honour^^,  the  proprietors,  as  they  (or  you)  shall 
think  fit.  I  dont  doubt  but  what  their  Honours  will  let  me  have  it 
so  soon  as  any  other  man.  Therefore,  I  pray  let  it  Conveyed  to  me, 
and  I  will  do  what  will  be  required  of  me.  The  other  small  tract  I 
had  Surveyed  to  me  by  proprietary  Warrant,  on  the  usual  Condi- 
ditions;  also  the  right  of  Will"  Eonst  to  37  acres  joining.  I 
would  have  a  patent,  for  a  good  part  is  paid;  the  rest  I  will  pay  be- 
fore I  take  the  patent  out  of  your  or  M**.  Lardner's  hands.  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  but  must  desire  (Since  my  Joufuey  will  be  delayed 
till  the  first  <^  August  next,)  If  any  farther  news  of  the  peaoe  reaches 
you,  you  will  spare  no  trouble  io  OommuBicate  it.  I  am 
Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 
Heidleberg,  July  the  17, 1748. 
Directed. 
To 

Richard  Peters,  Esq'., 

Secretary, 
in 

Philadelphia. 
Indorsed, 
Mr,  Weiaar's  Lre  of  17*^  July,  1748. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  298. 
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COITRAD  WeISER  TO   R.   pETERS,   1748. 

Lancester,  Augnst  the  4, 1748. 
Sir: 

I  was  £[i¥oared  with  yonTs  of  the  30  of  last  month,  lodaded  was 
the  Inatruction  of  the  Council  ooncerning  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina*  affair,  and  I  perceive  the  people  that  have  ben  filled  and 
Carried  of  in  Carolina,  must  have  ben  Killed  by  the  SinidEers,  in 
Company  with  some  French  praying  Indians.  The  particular  words 
Andrew  told  me  are  thus :  That  after  the  Commission'*  had  men- 
tioned  the  affair  to  the  Indians  at  the  last  treaty  here  in  Lancester, 
the  young  Shawano  Chief  Lawack  Eamicky,  told  Andrew,  that  it 
was  todl  known  that  some  of  the  foresaid  IrtdianSy  to  wit,  SinicJc 
en  and  Praying  Indians  that  come  from  the  Mfarr  this  last  spring^ 
had  killed  som^  white  people.  So  farr  Andrew  told  me,  and  told  me 
farther  that  I  might  depend  upon  the  truth  of  the  storry ;  but^  how- 
ever I  will  inquire  further^  and  will  let  you  know  if  I  can  learn  more 
before  I  set  out  from  Greorge  Croghans. 

I  have  bought  the  ^oods  of  G.  Croghan,  ordered  by  the  Commis- 
Roners  for  the  Twichtwees,  and  have  this  day  delivered  his  Bill 
with  all  the  rest  to  Thomas  Cookson,  to  be  sent  to  y(m.    The 
Charges  runs  very  high,  yet  I  cannot  see  of  whidh  Bill  I  could  Cut 
of,  and  must  leave  them  to  the  Government.    As  to  the  number  of 
Indians,  and  the  time  they  have  been  within  the  inhabitant  part,  & 
in  Lancaster,  I  am  satisfied  the  Bills  are  right.    The  Nontikook  In- 
dians have  been  very  troublesome  to  us.     They  where  like  so  many 
wolfs,  and  I  had  no  Influence  on  them  upon  no  account.     There 
Came  but  18  persons  from  Ohio,  and  with  the  said  Nontikooks,  and 
a  few  Canastoge  Indians.    The  number  of  Indians  here  in  Lances- 
ter,  present  at  the  last  treaty,  amounted  to  55  persons,  among  whom 
were  4  sick,  which  gave  particular  trouble  and  Charges.  This  Twick- 
twees  I  left  in  very  good  thoughts  of  the  English,  and  I  am,  for  my 
part  satisfied  they  are  sincere  in  our  Interest ;  and  within  a  year  or 
two,  you  will  see  a  good  many  of  the  farr  Ind*  in  Pensylvania,  be  it 
warr  or  peace.    I  have  given  every  one  of  the  Indians  such  present 
as  I  was  ordered  by  the  Comissioners ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Twick- 
twees.     To  the  others  that  conducted  them  down,  I  gave  to  each  of 
them  a  Strowd  ihatch  coat,  a  shirt,  a  pair  of  Indian  Stocking,  a 
Knife,  and  a  i  'Barrel  of  powder,  and  100  lb.  of  let,  one  lb.  of  Ver- 
million betwixt  them  alL     This  last  I  took  out  of  the  General  pre- 
sent.    The  Nontikooks  stood  and  looked  very  dull,  because  they  got 
^nothing.     I  was  quite ^ut  of  Humour  with  them,  for  the  disorder 
they  occasioned;  yet,  upon  a  second  thought,  I  gave  them  25  lb. 
of  powder  and  50  lb.  of  let  out  of  the  general  present,  rather  to 
please  the  Indians  from  Ohio  (that  they  might  keep  what  little  they 
had  received)  than  the  said  Nontikooks,  with  which  they  went  of, 
gkd  to  have  some  thing.     I  had  told  them  that  they  were  very  in- 
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discreet  people  to  hunt  the  StraDger  all  alone  without  any  order  or 
request  from  the  Governor  of  Penmvania^  or  these  people  themselveSi 
Except  two  or  three  of  them. 

Andrew  Montoiir  has  pitched  npon  a  place  in  the  Proprietor's  man- 
ner, at  Canataqueany.  He  Expects  that  tHe  Government  shall  build 
him  a  house  there,  and  furnish  his  family  with  necessarys.  In  short, 
I  am  at  a  lost  what  to  say  of  him.  I  am  much  Concerned  about 
him.  He  seams  to  be  very  hard  to  please.  I  should  think  meselve 
happy  if  I  had  nothing  to  do  in  public  affairs,  and  could  turn  a  far- 
mer entirely.  At  present  I  leave  you,  but  shall  take  my  farewell 
at  George  Croghan's  from  whence  I  will  write  to  you  again. 
\  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient 

CONRAD  WEISER. 

P.  S. — ^I  gave  my  account  against  the  Government,  to  Mr.  Kin- 
sey;  but  as  for  my  last  services,  I  have  sent  no  account.  You  know 
I  have  been  twice  in  Philad' since  last  Spring,  per  order  of  the  Coun« 
cil.  The  first  Journey  11  days  5  the  second  12  from  home.  Be- 
side my  services  at  the  last  treaty,  being  in  that  time  18  days  in  the 
Government's  Service.  All  this  I  leave  to  your  care. 
Directed, 
To 

Biohard  Peters,  Esquire,  t 

Secretary  to  the  Government, 

Philadelphia. 
Indoraed. 
Mr.  Weiser's  Letter,  4**'  Aug*,  1748. 


Extract  of  Conrad  Weiser's  Journal  to  Ohio,  In.  August,  1748. 

Miles, 
Set  out  from  my  House  &  came  to  James  Galbreath 

that  Day, 
Came  to  George  Croghan's, 
To  Robert  Duning's, 
To  the  Tuscarroro  Path, 
To  the  black  Log, 
To  the  Standing  Stone, 
To  Frank's  Town, 
To  the  clear  Fields, 
To  the  Showonese  Cabbins, 
To  the  10  mile  Lick, 
To  Ohio,      . 

Indorsed. 
Extract  of  Conrad  Weiser's  Journal  in  1748. 
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Extract  /rem  Conrad  Weiset^s  Journal  to  Ohio  in  Auguit,  1748. 

1748.  Miles. 

Ang». 

18.  From  the  Black  Log  to  within  2  miles  of  the  stand- 

ing Ran,  .....  24 

19.  Travelled  12  miles  this  Day,      ...        12 

20.  Game  to  Frank's  Town,  ...  26 

22.  Grossed  AlWhenj  Hill  &  came  to  the  Clear  Fields,    16 

23.  Game  to  the  Shawonese  Cabbins,        .  .  34 

24.  Game  to  the  ten  mile  Lick,         .  .  .82 

25.  Grossed  Kisky  monitas  Creek  &  came  to  OhiO;  26 

170 
Note.    The  Black  Log  is  8  or  10  miles  Sonth  East  of  the 
Three  Springs  and  Frank's  Town  lies  to  y*  North,  so  that 
there  most  be  a  deduction  of  at  least  twenty  miles.  20 

«  150 

htdoned. 

Extraei  from  Conrad  Weiser's  Journal  from  Black  Log  to  the 
Ohio. 


Georqk  Croghan  to  Rich'd  Pktbrs,  1748. 

Augt'st  8*",  1748. 
Sir: 

I  have  Given  in  My  Account  to  M'.  Cookson  which  amounts  to 
Sixty  odd  pounds,  the  Expenses  would  nott  amount  To  So  much  only 
for  the  Nantecokes  Going  &  Coming  in  Company  with  the  Ohio 
Ingans.  I  hear  by  a  trader  that  is  Just  Come  from  Ohio  that 
ye  Ingans .  has  brought  one  of  the  white  men  That  was  missing 
from  Carolina  as  a  Prisner  to  Ohio  &  kill'd,  the  other.  Ought  Bode 
H'.  Wiser,  &  I  go's  to  the  Ingan  Town  where  he  is  now  a  prisner. 
S",  I  have  no  more  to  acquaint  you  at  present  but  that  ye  Ohio 
Ingans  Sett  off  from  my  hous  Last  week  very  well  Satisfy'  with  the 
reception  they  received,  only  the  Sick  Man  remains  still  att  my  house 
till  his  back  is  well.  *  , 

I  remain 

Y'  most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
Directed, 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  in  Philadelphia. 
Indorsed.      ^ 

Mr.  Groghan's  Letter  to  Rich'd  Peters,  1»*  Aug*,  1748. 
Read  in  Council  ye  12**'  August,  1748. 
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Indian  Traders,  1748. 

Indian  Tradera  Lycensed  from  lO**  Aug*  1747  to  10*^  Aug*  1748. 
1.    Lazabus  Lowry,  2.    George  Croohak, 

8.    Thos.  Meaoee,  4.    Hugh  Crawford^ 

6.  Alexander  Moorhead,      6.    John  Frazier, 

7.  James  LowRY;  8.    Peter  Shsaver, 

9.    John  Galbreath. 
Indian  Traders  nnljoened  from  \(^^  Aug*  1747  to  10*^  Au^  1748- 
John  Finley, 
Robert  Desap, 

John  Potts,  at  Harris's,  in  Peztang  ;  J.  Warder,  ■* 

Paul  Pearcb,  Pennsboro  Manor:  J.  Warder,  y*« 
John  Owen,  Rob.  Dunnings,  B.  Ship.  &  Levy,  2  f*. 
Dennis  Sullivant,  Donegale,  E.  Ship. 
Samuel  Cozens,  Jno.  Harris,  J.  Warder,  3  y««. 
Simon  Girtee,  Chambers's  in  Pextang,  Edgil,  3  y". 
Adam  Hoops,  whiskey  kegg  maker  for  E.  S.  ^ 

William  Blythe,  Shippensburg. 
Feiancis  Cammell,    ,    do.  Ed.  Shippen, 

Thomas  Kenton,  Logan  Edgil, 

David  Hendricks,  Manor, 
John  Galbreath,  Donegal, 
Charles  Williams,  Tho.  M'Gee, 

Francis  Water,  Dqngal,  Shippen  &  Levy. 
Hugh  Parker,  Arent  Puro,  1  year, 
Tho  Meener, 

Sam'l  Chambers,  w**»  Thos.  K!enson,  W. 

William  Powell,  by  M'Gee.  W. 

Peter  Corbie,  Donegal,  W. 

John  Gray,  for  himself. 
James  Butler, 
Thomas  Ward, 
Thos.  Burney,  if  he  puts, 
Thos.  Mitohbl,  J.  Warder, 
John  Lee, 
James  Denney, 
Jos.  Cammil,  Morehead, 
James  Silver, 

& 
James  Crawley. 
Directed, 

l^or  Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  Secretary, 
Lancaster; 
Indorsed. 

Indian  Traders  to  be  Lycensed  by  the  President  &  Council,  10*»' 
Aug*,  1748. 
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CoNBAD  Weisbr  TO  B.  Peters,  1748. 

Toscarrora  path^  Angaat  the  15^  1748. 
Sir, 

By  these  lines  I  let  yon  >now  that  I  set  out  from  my  house  the 
11  ai  this  Instant,  and  am  no  farther  yet  than  this  place,  that  is 
about  50  miles  beyond  G.  Croghan's.     Scaroyiaty,  with  a  few  more 
of  the  Indians  that  attended  the  last  treaty,  were  still  at  G.  C/s, 
they  had  ben  informed  that  the  people  here  were  to  be  turned  off  by 
the  Govern*,  and  I  suppose  the  people  used  them  well  on  their 
comiog  by,  and  Informed  them  of  the  design,  thev,  the  Indians, 
asked  me  about  them,  and  desired  that  at  least  two  familys,  to  wit, 
Abraham  Shlechl  and  another,  might  stay,  that  they,  the  said  In- 
dians, had  given  them  liberty,  and  that  they  thought  it  was  in  their 
power  to  give  liberty  to  such  as  the  licked,  and  if  any  of  the  people 
now  living  there  was  turned  off,  no  other  Body  should  setle  there,  they 
being  informed  that  as  soon  as  the  people  were  turned  off  others 
#)uld  be  put  on  the  land  such  as  the  Government  licked     One  Ja- 
cob Biat  is  now  here  to  choose  a  place,  it  is  lieke  the  thing  was  upt 
Carried  on  according  to  your  orders,  but  it  is  neither  the  Sherriffs 
nor  the  Justices  fault,  the  proclamation  has  ben  this  Minute  read  to 
the  people,  who  for  the  most  part  (I  Beliefe  every  one)  are  willing 
to  go  off  next  Spring,  If  not  a  more  favourable  order  Comes  from 
the  Q<)vemment,  the  Indians  have  desired  me  not  to  join  to  turn  off 
the  people  till  I  Came  from  Ohio.     I  promised  I  would  not,  I  shall 
overtake  them  to  morrow  on  the  road,  they  are  gone  before.     The  peo- 
ple that  lives  here  are  very  poor,  and  I  belief  the  two  family  the 
Indians  would  have  to  stay  are  Honest,  notwithstanding  what  has 
heen  reported,  I  have  little  or  nothing  to  write  to  you  further,  I 
am  in  perfect  Health  and  in  every  part  well,  I  had  promised  to  write 
a  few  lines  to  Mr.  J.  Logan,  but  I  have  nothing  worth  while  to  trou- 
ble him  with,  I  desire  of  you  to  mention  my  hearty  respect  to  him, 
and  that  I  promise  meself  his  good  wishes,  and  the  same  of  your 
Self.     It  is  possible  I  may  be  obliged  to  pay  the  debt  of  Human  na- 
ture before  I  get  home.     I  begg  you  will  Continue  the  same  to  my 
family,  who  are  both  hisen  and  yours,  very  obedient  and  duty  full, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Franklin's  son  is  very  well,  as  is  all  the  rest  of  my 
Companions,  we  intent  to  set  out  to  morrow  morning  from  this  place. 
Directed. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire, 

Secretary  to  the  Government, 
Philadelphia. 
Indorsed. 

Pr  favour  of  M'  Sterrit,  High  Sherrif  of  lisncaster  County. 
Bead  in  Council,  1-*  7ber,  1748. 
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Gov.  GfiORaB  Clinton  to  President  Palmer,  1748- 

New  York,  12*^  Sep-,  1T48. 

Sir: 

I  woud  have  answer'd  Yonr  Favour  of  the  !■*  Inst,  sooner,  but  that 
I  waited  for  the  opinion  of  the  Judce,  who  trj'd  the  Criminal,  said 
to  be  in  your  Jo^,  he  being  out  of  Town,  and  he  tells  me  the  only 
way  of  conveying^him  hither,  is  to  send  him  properly  guarded  from 
Philadelphia  to  Trentown  by  water,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  care 
of  the  Sheriff  of  that  County,  and  so  on  to  Brunswick  by  Land,  & 
from  thence  to  New  York  by  water.  If  you  approve  of  this  method, 
I  will  send  the  Deputy  Sheriff  of  this  City  to  Philadelphia,  to  assist 
in  escorting  him,  and  shall  write  to  Gov  Belcher,  to  give  direc- 
tions to  reeeive  him  at  Trentown,  &  to  pass  him  thro'  his  Govern- 
ment. I  am  with  very  great  regard^ 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed* 

Humble  Servant, 

G.  CLINTON. 
The  Hon"*  Anthony  Palmer,  Esq'. 

Indorsed— Qor  Clinton's  Lre,  12*'»  7ber,  1748.  Read  in  Council, 
27**  7ber,  1748. 


Mb.  Trent  to  R,  Peters,  1748. 

M'.  Croghan's,  October  20%  1748. 

Sir: 

Last  Night  came  here  from  Alleghany,  one  Jno.  Hays,  who  informs 
us  that  the  Night  before  he  left  it,  the  Indians  killed  one  of  M'. 
Parker's  hands ;  it  was  owing  to  ill  usage  M'.  Parker  &  his  Hands 
gave  them  that  day,  &  his  being  a  Maryland  Trader,  who  the  Indians 
don't  care  should  come  amongst  them.  M'.  Parker  had  a  large 
quantity  of  Liquor  up  with  him,  which  he  was  tying  up  in  his  goods 
in  order  to  send  to  the  lower  Shawna  Town,  and  the  Indians  kep 
pressing  into  his  House,  &  he  unwilling  that  they  should  see  what 
ne  was  about,  some  he  turned  out,  &  others  as  they  were  coming  in, 
he  pushed  the  Door  in  their  &oes,  upon  which  they  were  determin' 
to  take  his  Liquor,  unless  he  would  let  them  have  it  at  the  price 
settled  at  the  Treaty,  they  brought  him  Wampum,  and  offered  to 
leave  it  in  pledge,  but  be  refused  to  let  them  have  it,  upon  which 
they  took  a  quantity  from  him,  a  great  many  of  them  got  Drunk, 
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wbo  ihen  insiBted  upon  reTonge  for  the  ill  treatment  be  gaye  them, 
and  aocordingly  took  Parker  Prisoner,  and  tjed  him,  and  deter- 
mined to  Scalp  him,  but  the  rest  of  the  whites  who  yrere  in  the 
TovD  resoaed  him.  He  immediately  went  of  about  two  mile  from 
fipom  the  Town,  where  some  of  his  People  lay,  &  got  a  Horse,  &  rid 
that  night  thirty  Miles  bare  baoked  to  the  Logs  Town.  The  Indians 
imagined  that  he  was  gone  into  his  House,  one  of  them  layd  wait 
for  him  at  the  Door  with  his  Gun,  at  last  one  Brown,  one  of  M^ 
Paiker's  hands,  came  out  with  a  white  matohcoat  round  him,  which 
the  Indian  took  for  Parker,  Qis  he  was  in  his  shirt  at  the  time  they 
bad  him  tyed,)  &  shot  him  aown,  this  happened  at  Coscoske.  M^ 
Croghan  sends  W".  Brown  the  Lad  from  Carolina,  off  direetly  by  a 
waggon  to  be  delivered  acoordiog  to  your  directions.  M'.  Croghan 
gave  him  a  shirt  &  a  cap,  which  comes  to  12s.  6d.  M'.  Croghan 
k  myself,  set  off  the  latter  end  of  next  week  for  Philad^. 
I  am 

Sir, 

your  most  bomb  Serv*, 

WILLIAM  TRENT. 
Indoned^W.  Trent's  Lre,  20«»  7ber,  1748.     Bead  in  Council, 
Tuesday,  l"Ncf',  1748. 

Mem'm  of  Wampum  from  C.  Wbisbr,  1748. 

Memorandum  of  the  Wampum  I  left  in  the  Secretary's  office, 

Oeb*'  the  21-S  1748. 
Were  given  by  the  Indians  on  account  of  Carolina  affair.   See  my 

Journal. 

grains. 

A  large  Blake  Belt, 2000 

A  String  Blake  &  White, 256 

Dito,  Bbcke  &  White,  -        -        .        -        .  600 

Were  given  by  the  Indians  to  the  President  &  Council  of 

Pennsylvania.     See  the  Journal. 
A  String  of  White  of         ......      150 

A  Belt  of  White*  few  Blake,        ....  900 

A  String  of  White, -        -    300 

A  String  White, 185 

A  nother  String  of  White  Wampum,  -        -        -        -     212 
I  can  give  an  account  of  ten  tousand  grains  of  white  &  Blacke 

Wumpum,  I  used  at  the  treaty  on  Ohio.     Some  of  the  Belt  the 

Indians  will  return  or  ans'  with  some  of  their.     Some  Hundreds  I 

Brought  Back,  not  includ  in  the  above,  but  will  return  them  by 

first  opportunity  to  Secretary. 

CONRAD  WEISER,  Interpreter. 

Indoraed — Conrad  Weiser's  Acco*  of  Wampum,  left  in  the  Secre- 
tarys  Office,  October  21*^  1748. 
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Deposition  op  S.  Whitb  and  others,  1748. 

Cecil  00*5^,  M. 

The  deposition  of  Samuel  White,  aged  Fifty-three,  Deposeth  on 
Oath,  &  sayeth  that  he  knows  of  no  improvement  made  on  the  Land, 
where  Mary  McFadin  now  lives,  before  she  Settled  there  aa  Tenant 
to  Henry  Baker,  that  there  was  a  small  appearance  of  a  Settle- 
ment, when  this  Deponent  settled  on  his  own  Land,  w*"^  was  made 
on  his,  this  Deponent's  Land,  near  to  the  Land  Mary  McFadin  now 
lives  onj  &  that  he  heard  that  it  was  a  Dutchman  that  settled  there, 
and  further  sayeth  not. 

Taken  before  me  the  19^  day  of  Novemb.  1748. 

NATHAN  BAKER. 

Hannah  White,  aged  about  Thirty-nine,  being  one  of  the  People, 
calleth  Quakers,  affirmeth  &  sayeth,  that  She  Kemembercth  that 
the  severall  Articles  sworu  to  above  are  just  &  true. 

'  The  Deposition  of  Jonathan  Hartshorn,  a^ed  about  Thirty  years, 
Deposeth  on  oath,  and  sayeth  that  he  hath  liv'd  at  A  near  the  Set> 
tiement  of  Samuel  White,  About  Twenty  two  years,  &  remembers 
that  Thomas  Hampton  sold  the  place  where  Sam^  White  now  lives, 
that  the  said  Hampton  when  he  sold  the  above  Settlem^  to  this  De- 
ponent's Father,  made  a  reserve  of  a  small  Improvement  out  of  the 
said  Settlem^,  &  near  joyniog  to  the  Land,  the  above  Mary  McFadin 
now  lives  on,  w"^  Improvement  is  now  in  the  Possession  of  Samuel 
White,  &  had  been  there  before  the  said  McFadin  settled  there. 

The  above  depositions  taken  befour  me^  one  of  his  Lordships 
Justice,  this  19*^  day  of  November,  1748. 

NATHAN  BAKER.* 
Indorsed, — Sam*  White  &  Hanah  White. 


<jov.  Goocn  TO  President  Palmer,  1748. 

Sir,  * 

This  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter,  dated  Nov**' 
8^*,  with  the  Treaty  made  at  Lancaster  last  summer,  which  I  think 
was  managed  with  great  Prudence. 

I  am  very  glad  we  have  purchased  the  amity  .of  that'  distant 
nation  of  Indian,  being  sensible  of  what  consequence  their  adherence 
to  our  Interest  may  be  in  Case  of  any  future  rupture.     I  have  also 

*  See  Col.  Rcc.  Vol.  V.  p.  386. 
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received  fTom  Gap"  Ballet,  a  Copy  of  M'.  Weiser's  Journal,  and  we 
are  perfectly  satisfied  with  his  Conduct,  and  your  disposal  of  our 
Present.     I  amjwith  great  esteem. 

Tour  ohed*  humb  Servant, 

.  WILL.  GOOCH. 
Oc'ber  26%  1748.  i 

Indorsed— October  26%  1748.     Letter  from  W".   Gooch   to 
President  Palmer. 


John  Chtjrchman  to  R  Peters,  1748-9. 

MyFfrd: 

Bichard  Peters  as  I  live  near  on  y"  Borders  of  Maryland,  I 
think  it  my  Duty  when  any  thing  is  likely  to  Endanger  the  peace 
of  y*  Government,  or  Interfere  with  the  Royal  order,  to  Give  Notice 
thereof,  the  present  Case  that  Engages  me  to  Trouble  thee  w***  these 
lines  is  this,  Joseph  England  obtaind  a  warrant  of  Resurvey  last  year, 
which  I  send  Inclosed  w*^  the  Reasons,  why  I  could  not  Execute  it, 
he  is  Dead  about  three  weeks  since,  &  since  his  Decease,  there  appears 
an  Intention  to  Deprive  his  Heirs  of  the  land ;  a  Marylandcr  has 
been  w*^  the  agent,  who  gives  Leases  for  Lands  in  Talbot's  Manner, 
&  has  obtained  (as  I  am  informed)  a  promise  for  one  on  this  Land, 
and  now  this  being  land  Held  under  Pennsyl*,  before^^*  year  24,  & 
pa/d  Lot  &  Scott  to  y  Government  Ever  Since,  if  such  things 
are  practised  on  the  Border,  most,  if  not  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
West  Nottingham,  may  soon  be  in  y*  same  Circumstance,  for  they 
Btreateh  the  Bounds  of  that  man',  so  as  to  Include  all  that  town- 
ship. Sam"  England,  heir  to  Joseph,  deceased,  has  (in  Justice)  an 
undoubted  Right  to  a  preference  of  purchase,  (from  either  side)  at  v 
least,  should  therefore  be  glad  to  have  him  some  How  assisted  or 
secured.     In  haste  I  conclude,  thy  ffrd, 

JNO.  CHURCHMAN  * 
E.  Netting-,  12*>»  of  llbr,  1748-9. 

Indorsed — 12**  Janry,  1748.      Letter  Ho   the  Secretary  about 
Joseph  England's  Tract  of  500  in  Nottingham. 

♦  See  Cel.  Bee.  Vol.  V.  p.  882-8,  and  pp.  21-2  of  this  Vol. 
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Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1749.* 

BostoD;  February  20*^  1748-9. 
Sir :  ^-. 

I  have  lately  received  Intelligence  (which  yonr  Hononr  will  find 
contained  in  the  enclosed  Paper,;  of  the  Preparations  making  by  the 
French  of  Canada,  for  the  Settlement  of  the  Lands  near  Grown 
Point;  and  I  make  no  Question  of  the  truth  of  it,  it  being  a  thing 
I  always  expected  would  be  attempted  by  them  immediately  upon 
a  Peaoe,  and  I  look  upon  the  affair  to  be  of  such  Consequence,  as 
to  require  the  utmost  Efforts  of  the  English  Governments  in  every 
proper  way  to  prevent  it ;  and,  (besides  it  being  a  matter  of  gene- 
ral Concern  to  all  his  Majesty  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  Ame- 
rica, who  may  in  Process  of  time  be  equally  indangered  by  the 
spreading  &  Growth  of  the  French  upon  our  Borders,)  as  your  Colo- 
ny, as  well  as  purs,  will  be  more  immediately  affected  herewith,  I 
judg'd  it  necessary  to  communicate  this  Intelligence  to  you,  and  to 
desire  that  you  would  maturely  consider  this  matter,  and  let  me 
have  your  Opinion  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  by  the  English 
Govemm^  (in  Case  the  French  should  make  these  Incroachments 
upon  his  Majesty's  TerritoiSes,)  for  preventing  them  before  it  be  too 
late. 

I  am,  with  very  great  Begard, 
Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most 

obed*  Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
The  hon^^"  James  Hamilton,  Esq'. 

Indorsed — Governor  Shirley's  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton, 
dated  20*"  Febry,  1748. 


ExTRAcr  Of  A  Letter  from  Israel  Williams,  Esq.,  to 
Qt)vERN0UR  Shirley. 

Hatfield,  Feb^  131",  1748. 
Sir: 

The  11**  Instant,  Col«  Willard  sent  a  Frenchman  to  me,  who,  the 
Wednesday  before  came  to  Fort  Dummer,  he  calls  his  name  Jean 
Orange,  and  gives  this  account  of  himself,  that  seven  days  before  his 
arrival,  at  Fort  Dummer^  he  came  from  Crown  Point,  where  he  had 
been  for  some  time  a  soldier,  and  that  he  deserted  the  service,  and 
came  to  New  England  with  hopes  to  get  home^to  France,  from 
whence  ho  came  about  six  years  ago.    Its  possible  he  may  give  the 

*  Gov.  Hamilton  entered  in  Nov.  1748.    See  Col.  B«c.  YoL  V.  p.  862. 
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true  reason  of  his  rnnning  away ;  he  is  very  desirous  of  getting  to 
Boston,  and  having  an  opportnnitj  to  send  him  along  without  much 
eharge  to  the  Government ;  I  have  ordered  him  to  your  Excellency 
to  he  disposed  of  as  you  think  proper ;  he  says  there  is  about  an 
hundred  Soldiers  now  at  Crown  Point,  no  Indians  out,  and  that 
both  French  and  Indians  are  in  full  Expectation  of  an  Established 
peace.  Also,  that  the  French  are  preparing,  and  intend  very  soon 
to  come  &  settle  the  Lands  near  Grown  Point,  it  seems  they  little 
fear  the  snccess  of  M'.  BoUans  memorial,  (if  they  have  ever  heard  of 
it)  or  the  Attempts  made  to  procure  the  Demolition  of  that  Fort, 
and  their  Removal  from  thence,  our  people  that  have  been  there 
one  and  all,  represent  the  Lands  East  and  South  of  Grown  Point 
for  a  great  extent,  exceeding  rich,  valuable  and  suitable  for  Settle- 
ments. 

Examined, 

J.  J.  WILLARD,  Secry. 

Indcrsed—'Ejiinoi  of  a  Leiier  from  one  at  Hatfield  to  Governor 
Shirley,  dated  13«»'  Febry,  1748.  • 


Deposition  op  Samuel  ENaLAND,  1749. 

Philad'^  8S. 

This  Twenty  ninth  day  of  April,  1740,  before  me  Charles  Wil- 
ling, Esq',  personally  appeared  Samuel  England,  of  East  Nottingham, 
in  Ghester  County,  &  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Yeoman,  and  being 
of  the  People  called  Quakers,  did  on  his  Solemn  Affirmation,  say, 
declare,  and  averr,  as  follows,  viz :  that  on  or  about  the  Last  Day 
of  March,  1748,  this  Affirmant  was  present,  when  William  Hay, 
then  Sub  Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Chester  in  the  said  Province, 
served  a  Writ  issuing  .out  of  the  Prothonotary's  Office  at  Chester, 
upon  Robert  Mitchel,  at  the  Suit  of  this  Affirmant's  Father,  Joseph 
England,  being  as  this  Deponent  understood,  and  believes  an  Action 
brought  by  the  said  Joseph  England  against  the  said  Robert  Mit- 
chel, for  cutting  down  and  destroying  Timber,  and  other  Trespasses 
committed  by  him  upon  part  of  a  Plantation  &  Tract  of  Land,  which 
the  said  Joseph  England  purchased,  &  held  under  a  Pennsylvania 
Right  for  upwards  of  Twenty  five  years  last  past,  &  durins  that 
time  has  always  been  reputed  and  deemed  to  lye  in  the  said  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  Tas  this  Affirmant  always  understood  and 
believes,)  &  for  which  Plantation  the  said  Joseph  England,  has  all 
along,  during  tl^t  time  paid  Taxes,  and  serv'd  Offices  in  Chester 
County  aforesaid.  That  after  the  said  Writ  was  so  served  by  the 
said  William  Hay  upon  the  said  Robert  Mitchel,  they  with  the  said 
Joseph  England  went  to  a  Pnblick  House  in  Nottingham  afore* 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


22       •        PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1749. 

saidj  &  this  Affirmant  aooompanyed  them  thither,  &  there  the  said 
Suit  and  Difference  was  Settled  and  Accommodated,  and  the  said 
Robert  Mitchel,  not  only  agreed  to  give  the  said  Joseph  England^ 
a  Bond  in  Satisfaction  for  his  Damages,  but  also  to  give  him  the 
said  Joseph  England,  peaceable  Possession  of  the  part  of  the 
Plantation,  which  he  the  said  Mitchell  had  intruded  upon  as  afore- 
said, &  the  said  Joseph  England  consented  that  the  said  Mitchel, 
with  his  Family,  might  continue  to  reside  upon  the  said  Plantation 
'till  the  Fall,  or  he  coud  provide  himself  with  another  Place,  but 
was  not  by  the  said  Agreement  to  stay  any  longer  on  the  said  Plan- 
tation till  this  Spring.  That  the  said  Robert  Mitchel,  did  there- 
upon voluntarily,  and  in  a  quiet,  peaceable  manner,  (without  being 
any  ways  compelled  thereto,  by  the  said  William  Hay  or  Joseph 
England,)  surrender  and  give  up  the  possession  of  that  part  of  the 
said  Plantation,  whereupon  the  said  Mitchel  then  lived  with  his 
Family  to  the  said  Joseph  England,  who  then  consented  to  per- 
mit the  said  Mitchel  to  continue  thereon  as  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
Affirmant  was  present  during  all  th<^said  Transaction  between  the 
said  Hay,  Joseph  England  &  Robert  Mitchel,  but  had  then  no  pro- 
perty or  Interest  in  the  said  Plantation,  or  any  part  thereof,  save  that 
Ihis  affirmant  then  Rented  the  said  Plantation  as  Tenant  to  his 
Father. 

SAMUEL  ENGLAND. 
Done  at  Philadelphia. 
Sefpre  mc; 

Chas.  Willinq,  Mayor. 

Indorsed — Affirmation  of  Sam'  England, 


Deposition  op  Jeremiah  Brown,  1749. 

The  Affidavit  of  Jeremiah  Brown,  aged  Sixty  Years,  taken  before 
me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Chester,  Con- 
cerning  the  Settlement  of  that  Tract  of  Land  in  the  Possession  of 
Joseph  England,  Late  Deceas'd. 

This  Affirmant,  on  his  Solemn  affirmation  Saith,  that  about  A.  D. 
1706  or  7,  James  Brown,  his  father,  bought  a  Small  Improvement 
from  John  Hance-Steelman,  made  on  that  Tract  of  Land  where 
Joseph  England  Lived,  (without  a  Right  either  from  Mary-land  or 
Pennsylvania,  as  he  Supposes,)  and  that  his  Father,  the  said  James 
Brown,  had  the  same  in  Possession,  and  under  Culture  untill  about 
A.  D.  1713,  at  which  time  he,  the  said  James  Brown,  Bequeathed 
the  said  Right  of  Improvem*  to  his  Son  William  Brown,  Brother  to 

*  Seo  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  Y.  p.  882-9,  also  letter  of  Jno.  Chorchman,  p.  19  of 
this  volume. 
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dik  aCnMttl^  who  did  Bajoy  and  PeMoably  {Hmmss  ihe  iaoM;  «m1 
tiboBi  thai  time  the  said  William  Brown  got  a  Burvey  made  thereon 
bj  Thomas  Pienon,  a  Sarveyor  of  Obeeter  County;  and  in  A.  D. 
1716,  the  aaid  William  Brown,  Deoeaa'd  and  left  his  Widow  in 
Poneaaion ;  and  Esther  Brown,  the  said  Widow,  abont  A.  D.  1720, 
did  make  Sale  of  the  aaid  Improvement  or  Plantation  to  Benjamin 
YiBisg,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  who,  abont  A.  D.  1723,  Sold 
the  same  to  Joaeph  England,  abovementioned,  who  e?er  sinoe  that 
time  had  the  8<  Tract  in  Poaaeesion,  and  Paid  Lett  &  Seott  to  Penn- 
aylvania,  and  doth  not  know  that  ever  any  of  the  former  PosBeasori 
Paid  any  Tax  or  Ser?iee  to  the  Pro?inoe  of  Maryland ;  and  further 
aaith  not. 

JEREMIAH  BROWN. 

Affirmed  before  me  this  26th  Day  of  the  Second  month,  call'd 
April,  1749. 

ELISHA  OATCHELL. 


Conrad  Weisbe  to  Gov.  H.,  1749. 

Sir; 

By  these  lines  I  let  you  Know  that  I  returned  from  Shomokin  on 
the  18  of  this  Instant.  I  happened  to  meet  the  Jlldest  and  youngest 
Son  of  Shickelimy  at  the  trading  house  of  Thomas  MoKee,  ahout  20 
miles  this  side  of  Shomokin,  by  whom  I  was  inforaied  that  all  the 
Indians  had  left  Shomokin  for  this  present  time,  because  for  want 
of  provision,  so  I  thought  beat  to  deliver  my  message  there  to  the 
Sons  of  Shickelimy ;  there  was  three  more  of  the  Six  nation  Indians, 
one  of  them  was  Toganagon,  a  noted  man  among  the  Cayuokers. 
All  what  I  had  to  do  was  to  let  the  Children  and  grand  Children  of 
our  deceased  friend,  Shickelimy,  know  that  the  Governor  of  Pensil- 
vania  &  his  Council  Condoled  with  them  for  the  death  of  their  father, 
which  I  did  accordingly,  and  gave  them  a  Small  present  in  order  to 
wipe  off  their  tears  according  to  the  Custom  of  the  Indians  ]  the  pre- 
sent consisted  of  six  Strowd  Matchcoats  and  seven  Shirts,  with  a 
string  of  Wampum ;  after  this  was  over,  I  gave  another  string  of 
Wampum  to  Taghneghdoarus,  Shickelimy's  Eldest  son,  and  desired 
him  to  take  upon  him  the  Care  of  a  Chief  in  the  stead  of  his  deceased 
father,  and  to  be  our  true  Corespondent  untill  there  should  be  a  meet- 
ing between  the  Governor  of  Pensilvania  and  some  of  the  Six  nation 
Chiefs,  and  then  he  should  be  recommended  by  the  Governor  to  the 
Six  nation  Chie&  and  Confirmed,  If  he  would  follow  the  foot  steps 
of  his  deceased  father.  He  accepted  thereof,  and  I  sent  a  string  of 
Wampum  by  Toganogon,  (who  was  then  seting  out  for  Cayuckquo,) 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  383-389. 
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to  Onantftgo,  to  let  the  Counsel  of  the  Sil  nation  Know  of  Sbtcke- 
limy's  death  and  mj  transaction  by  order  of  the  Goyernor.  There 
was  a  necessity  for  my  so  doing;  the  Indians  are  yery  uneasy  about 
the  white  people's  Setling  beyond  the  Endless  mountains  on  Joniady, 
on  Sherman's  Greek  and  Else  where;  they  tell  me  that  above  30 
Emilys  aro  setled  upon  the  Indians'  land  this  spring,  and  dayly  moro 
goes  to  setle  thereon;  some  hare  setled  all  most  to  the  heads  of 
Joniady  River  along  the^pth  that  leads  to  Ohio ;  the  Indian  says, 
(and  that  with  truth,)  that  that  Country  is  their  only  Hunting 
ground  for  dears,  because  further  to  the  nord  there  was  nothing  but 
Spruce  woods  and  iShe  ground  Covered  with  palm  prushes,  not  a 
single  dear  Could  be  found  or  killed  there;  they  asked  me  very 
Seriously,  whether  their  Brother  Onas  had  given  the  people  leave 
to  setle  there.  I  Informed  them  of  tbe  Contrary,  and  told  them  that 
I  Belieft  some  of  the  Indians  from  Ohio,  that  were  down  last  Somer, 
had  given  liberty  (with  what  right  I  could  not  tell)  to  setle ;  I  told 
them  of  what  passed  on  the  Tusoarora  path  last  Sumer  when  the 
Sheriff  and  three  Magistrates  were  sent  to  turn  of  the  people  then 
Setled,  and  that  I  then  perceived  that  the  people  were  favoured  by 
some  of  the  Indians  above  mention^  by  which  means  the  orders  of 
the  Governor  Came  to  no  Effect ;  so  farr  they  were  Content,  and  said 
that  the  thing  must  lie  as  it  is  till  the  Six  nation  Chiefs  would  bo 
down  and  converse  with  the  Governor  of  Pensilvania  about  the  affair. 
I  have  nothing  Else  to  add,  but  remain. 

Sir,  your  very  obedient, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 
Heidleberg,  Aprill  the  22, 1749. 

A  list  of  the  present  I  bought  of  Thomas  MoKee  for  the  &miiy  of 
Shiokelimy,  deceased : 

£   s.  d. 

To  6  Stroud  Matchcoats  at  25  a  piece,          .        .        .  7  10  00 

To  7  Shirts, 8  10  00 

To  Sundry  small  things, 00  15  00 

To  three  strings  of  Wampum*  I  gave,  all  the  three 
strings  amounted  to  1500,  at  five  shillings  per  hun- 
dred,      3  15  00 

Total,    £15  10  00 
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Jno.  Churchman  to  R.  pETE&e,  1749. 

Friend  Peters  : 

Wbat  I  Certified  CoDoerniDg  the  time  the  Smrey  was  made  oa 
thai  tnffi  of  Land  Poases'd  by  Joseph  England,  was  by  the  beat  In* 
fennayoD  I  Coold  then  get,  k  do  belieye  the  Error  aa  to  time  is  on 
my  Side,  beeanse  I  have  now  had  a  Gertifieate  of  a  Sanrey,  prodneed 
by  Jeremiah  Brown,  from  nnder  Thomas  Peafson'a  own  hand,  of  • 
TrMst  which  Pearson  Snrveyed  on  or  Neair  the  same  day  with  the 
above  Mentioned;  as  Jeremiah  Brown  seems  positiTe,  it  is  probable 
that  the  Conveyance  of  that  Land  by  Esther,  the  Widow  of  William 
Brown,  to  Benjamin  Vining,  was  Ruled  as  to  Goniee  ft  Distance  by 
Thomas  Pearson's  Surrey  ft  Certificate  thereof,  but  now  it  cannot  be 
foand.  Aa  to  Old  John  Dawson,  I  think  he  was  Imposed  on  by  the 
Marylanders ;  in  his  Examination  he  gave  the  Enclosed  affidavit,  in 
a  free.  Intelligent  manner,  which  was  passed  from  his  mouth  withont 
Striving  to  Wrest  an  Expression,  or  putting  words  in  his  month. 

Aa  Hanoe  Steelman  was  a  Marylander,  who  made  the  first  small 
Improvement  where  Joseph  England  lived  by  virtue  of  bis  own 
pleasure,  the  same  might  therefrom  be  called  Maryland;  when  James 
Brown  bought  the  same,  no  doubt  he  Intended  to  hold  the  same  as 
Ptoonaylvania,  the  same  Joyning  to  a  Lot  of  Nottingham  in  his  pos- 
seaaioB,  bat  no  certain  Intelligence  can  yet  be  had  that  the  said  ijpnd 
was  Entered  in  Either  Pennsylvania  or  Maryland. 

To  Speak  my  own  Opinion  freely,  I  take  the  Case  to  be  thus,  when 
James  Brown  bad  the  Land,  ft  when  his  Son  William  first  4)OSse8sed 
it,  it  was  Intended  to  be  held  nnder  Pennsylvania ;  but  the  said  Wil- 
liam Brown  being  a  dealing  Man,  and  his  Trading  Chiefly  towarda 
Maryland,  he  Chose  to  stand  Neuture  in  his  possession,  or  perhaps, 
Rather  Inclined  toward  .Maryland,  because  there  was  about  that 
time  great  Threaten! og  to  Ceixe  the  produce  of  our  Province,  some- 
thing  whereof  was  Indeed  put  in  Execution  by  the  MarjlandArs, 
particularly  on  a  Considerable  Quantity  of  Malt  belonging  to  old  • 
William  Brown,  Brother  to  James  Brown  afores' ;  at  another  time,  a 
Considerable  Quantity  of  both  Wheat  ft  flower  belonging  to  Elislia 
Gatchelf,  also  some  Barrets  of  flower  belonging  to  Samuel  Li  tier, 
aliu)  some  Tobacco  of  Joseph  Hainses. 

When  Joseph  England  Possesed  the  Land,  he  likipg  the  Constitu- 
tion of  our  province  best,  Chose  to  hold  nnder  Pennsylvania,  being 
Near  a  Mile  to  the  North  of  the  East  Line  from  the  Mouth  of  Octa- 
raro,  bnt  was  liked  None  the  better  therefore  by  his  Maryland 
Neighbours;  and  the  said  Joseph  England  being  a  Man  in  Consider- 
able Business,  &  often  from  whom,  ft  holding  his  Land  under  a 
Slender  Title,  a  particniar  Neighbour  of  his  took  Advautage  thereof, 
in  the  first  place  by  purchasing  John  Lackland's  Right. of  Tenant- 
ahip,  ft  thereby  took  possession  of  that  part  of  the  said  five  hundred 
Acres,  and  withowt  all  QueBtk>n  paid  Sait  and  Serrice  to  Maryland. 

Vol.  U.— 2 
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Therefore,  In  the  said  Joeepb  England's  Absence  made  another 
small  Incnrsion  &  Raised  a  Log  House  or  Cabin  where  Mary 
MoOladen  lives,  Took  possesion  thereof  &  held  nnder  Maryland  to 
Strengthen  the  Title,  &  Its  probable  the  Tenants  have  paid  Suit  & 
Service  Ever  since  to  the  province  of  Maryland ;  and  the  borders 
being  in  some  Confttsion  for  want  of  a  setled  Boundaries,  some  other 
persons  holding  under  Pennsylvania,  being  greedy  to  enlarge  their 
Claims  Cleared  some  other  Part  of  the  said  five  hundred  Acres 
which  Lay  Convenient  to  their  Plantations  &  Inclosed  the  same  and 
so  have  kept  Possession  thereof,  &  most  thereof  before  A.  D.  1737, 
Hinted  at,  in  the  return  of  the  Warrant  granted  to  Joseph  Eoglaiidi 
12%  9*'' br,  1747. 

As  to  the  Depositions  of  Robert  Mitchell  &  Robert  McFadonSy 
so  far  as  they  Relate  to  William  Hey,  Sub  Sheriff  of  our  County, 
in  making  that  Arrest  &  giving  Joseph  England  Possession,  are 
Realy  True,  it  was  done  Privately  &  has  given  great  uneasyness  to 
Every  well  Disposed  Person  to  the  Peace  of  the  Province,  &  gener- 
ally Accounted  as  an  Imprudent,  dangerous   Action. 

Wee  being*  Present,  &  Concerned  in  Examining  into  t^e  above 
Particulars,  do,  as  believing  the  above  to  be  true,  Subscribe  our  hands. 

ELISHA  GATOHELL, 
JNO.  CHURCHMAN, 
JOSEPH  HAINES, 

f  MORDECAI  JAMES. 

2»*  mo.  26%  1749. 

P.  S.     Sam**^  England  has  not  yet  accepted  of  a  Lease.* 

Indorsed. 
Ju«.  Churchman's  Report. 


Extracts  op  Letters  prom  Albany,  1749. 

An  exact  Extract  of  the  Letter  written  at  Albany,  July  29**,  0.  S  , 
1748,  by  Master  Shirley,  GTovernour  of'Boston,  to  the  Marquis  de 
La  GhiUisoniere,  Governour  Gen'  of  New  France. 

the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  have  been 

under  his  Majesty's  Protection  ever  since  the  first  settlem*  of  the 
English  in  North  America,  &  considered  as  Vassals  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain.  \ 

as  those  Indians  are  the  King  our  Master's  Vas- 
sals &  Engaged  in  this  War. 

and  in  fhe  Letter  of  M'  Clinton,  New  York,  24*^ 

May,     ...     the  Six  Nations  Subjects  to  his  Majesty.     .     .     . 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  877,  884-889. 
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TJuB  Sxtraei  hna  been  oarefdllji  and  word  for  word  dram  out 
from  the  abovementioned  Letters  by  me,  ooe  of  bis  Mig*  Supreme 
Coanoil  of  Qaebec,  the  ^^  9^'j  0.  S.  1748,  in  Qoebeo. 

PERTHOIBR.    . 

Rolland  Michel  Barrin  Chevalier  Marqnis  de  La  Oaliasonierei 
Chevalier  de  L'  ordre  Militaire  de  S*  Louis,  Capital oe  des  Vaisseauz 
da  Roy  CommaDdant  general  pour  sa  Majeste  en  toute  La  Nouvelle 
France,  terres  et  province  de  La  Louisiaoe. 

Francois  Bigot,  Chevalier  Conseiller  du  Roy  En  Ses  Conseilles 
Intendant  de  Justice,  Police  finances  et  de  La  Marine,  &c.  Certi- 
fioos  a  tons  qu'il  appartiendra  que  Le  S'  Perth  uis,  Couuseiller  aa 
Conaeil  Superieur  de  Quebec  a  Sign^  L'Extrait  de  L^autre  part,  et 
qae  foy  doit  Estre  ajoute^  aSa  Signature.  Eotemoin  dequoy  Nous 
??on8  Sign6  et  fait  Contresigner  cos  Pr^sentes  par  L'oy  de  no8  Secre- 
taires et  a  Jecellicr  fait  apposer  Le  Cachet  de  nos  armes,  Fait  a 
Quebec  Le  7**  9*'*,  1748,  La  Galissoniere. 

[L.S.]  [L.  8.]  BIGOT. 

Ptf  Monseignenr  Par  Monseigneur 

PAUTRIVES.  DENHEMEUR. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  His  Excelly  Gov'  Clinton,  from  CoU>  Wm. 
Johnson,  Dated  the28*»'  April,  1749. 

I  must  acquaint  your  ExcelU  that  the  Inclosed  Extract  of  your  & 
Got'  Shirley's  Letter,  (in  the  Malicious  Manner  the  French  repre- 
Bented  it  to  some  of  the  five  Nations  who  went  there  last  Fall,)  had 
Caused  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  among  the  Indians,  telling  them 
that  you  &  Gov'  Shirley  by  your  Letters,  looked  upon  them  as 
Slaves  or  Dogs  to  the  English,  &  sev^  other  confounded  wicked  things 
they  had  Infused  into  the  Indian's  heads,  among  the  rest  begged  of 
them  to  be  watchful  k  on  their  Guard,  that  the  English  were  Deter- 
mined the  first  Opportunity  to  Destroy  them  all.  I  assure  your 
Exoelk  I  had  hard  work  to  beat  these,  &  sev'  other  cursed  Yillanons 
things  told  them  by  the  French,  out  of  their  heads,  &  make  them 
easy,  there  are  sev^  Cannoes  of  Goods  sent  already  to  the  five  Na* 
tions  by  the  French,  &  more  expected  Daily,  so  that  they  are  now 
Endeavouring  all  they  can  at  any  Rate,  to  gain  the  friendship  of  the 
five  Nations. 

WM.  JOHNSON. 
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JPetition  of  Inhabitants  near  Digges's  Choice,  1749. 

To  the  rigbt  Honourable  James  Hamilton,  Esquire,  Tiewtenant 
Governour  of  the  three  Lower  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and 
Sussex  upon  Delaware,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province 
of  Pensilvania. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Little  Connevago,  in 
in  the  County  of  Lancaster,  on  the  west  Side  of  Susquenanna,  Com* 
plaining,  Shew  unto  jour  Lordship,  that  they  Live  adjoyning  to  « 
Certain  Tract  of  Land  Belonging  to  John  Diggs,  which  Said  Tract 
Contains  Six  thousand  eight  Hundred  and  twenty-two  Acres  &  a 
half,  which  Said  Tract  he  holds  by  a  Maryland  right,  and  your  Peti- 
tioners further  Shew,  that  y«  Said  Diggs  now  Claims  three  thousand 
Acres  More  by  Vertue  of  a  re-Survey,  on  which  late  Survey  your 
Petitioners  are  now  living  on,  and  have  Warrants  for  their  respective 
Tracts  in  this  Province,  and  had  the  Same  Laid  out  Accordingly, 
Notwithstanding  which,  Said  Diggs  Daily  threatens  to  Sue  them, 
unless  they  pay  him  a  Hundred  pound  Maryland  Currency  ^  Hun- 
dred, or  Pass  their  Bonds  for  the  Same,  bearing  Interest  from  the 
date,  w*^  said  Bonds  he  would  directly  Send  to  Squire  Carroll  & 
Squire  Dullany,  to  whom  the  Said  Diggs  has  Mortgaged  all  bis  Con- 
cerns in  this  Province,  Now  Your  Petitioners  Shew,  that  they  are 
under  a  great  Concern  and  Daily  terror  lest  they  Should  be  Carried 
into  Maryland,  and  there  Confined,  being  Sensible  of  the  III  Usage 
they  would  meet  with  there,  and  the  Vast  Ezpences  that  would 
Acrew.  Wherefore  your  Petitioners  most  Humbly  request  that  you 
will  use  Some  speedy  Means  for  their  relief,  or  otherwise  they  will 
be  oblidged  to  quit  their  Plantations,  and  they  as  in  Duty  bound  will 
always  pray. 

Signed  by  Hendrick  Seller,  and  13  other  names  badly  written. 

Indorsed. — Petition  against  M'  Digges  of  Maryland,  for  extending 
bis  Claims  beyond  his  Patent. 

Presented  at  Newcastle,  lO*"  May,  1749. 


Gov.  Clinton  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1749. 

Fort  George,  May  22%  1749. 
Ss 

Your  Honour  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  extracts  of  Coll. 
Johnson's  Letter*  to  roe,  and  of  a  paper  which  the  Governour  of 
Canada  had  sent  among  the  Indians,  what  artifices  he  is  useing  now 
at  the  Commencement  of  the  Peace,  to  infuse  Jealoosiee  among  them 
of  the  English,  and  to  withdraw  their  Affections  from  us ;  I  have 
ordered  oar  Interpreter  to  go  to  Oswego  with  presents  &  Instnic- 

*  Sec  page  26. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


PBNNSTLYANIA  ABCfilT:^  1749;  Iff. 

^QM,  not  only  to  oonfirm  the  five  Nations  in  their  fidelity  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  Bat  likewise  to  fix  the  Miseisagoes,  Mother 
Nations  to  the  Westward  in  their  Alliance  with  us,  which  may  btt 
of  the  greatest  Service  to  the  British  Colonies  in  case  of  any  future 
War  with  France,  and  also  in  the  Brittish  Commerce  with  all  the 
Indians  to  the  Westward.  And  as  we  have  gained  a  oonsiderahle 
loflaence  over  -these  Nations  to  the  Westward,  &  who  before  knew 
httle  of  .the  English,  while  the  French  have  at  the  same  time  lost 
theirs.  We  ought  I  think,  not  to  be  negligent  in  useing  all  the 
metns  in  oar  power  to  preserve  these  advantages,  which  we  have  got. 
I  shall  be  well  pleased  with  every  information  or  advice  which  your 
Honour  shall  think  proper  to  give  me  for  this  purpose.  And  as 
your  Traders  go  among  the  Indian  Nations  to  the  Westward,  I  do 
Bot  doubt  you  will  tnJke  eare  to  employ  the  means  you  may  have 
thereby  of  promoting  the  Brittish  Interest  among  them,  and  of  de- 
feating the  Designs  of  the  French. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 
Sir 
'  Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 
O.  CLINTON. 

To  His  Honour  Gov'  Hamilton. 
hdaned. 

Letter  from  Gov'  Clinton,  dated  22'  May,  1749. 

Read  in  Council,  S^  June,  1749. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Marshall,  dated  Albany,  23<>  June, 
1749. 

Hon*  8' 

I  take  thia  opertunity  to  let  yon  know  that  I  received  the  inclosed 
Letter  from  the  Commander  of  Crown  Point  this  Morning^  &  the 
Sergeant  &  five  Men  go  away  to-morrow.  I  thought  it  was  proper 
to  let  the  Officer  know  that  I  received  his  letter,  I  send  your  Excel- 
lency a  Copy  of  mine  to  him,  which  I  hope  you  won't  disapprove  of, 
and  as  the  Sergeant  told  me  that  Peace  was  not  proclaimed  in  Canada, 
and  as  I  had  a  proclamation  by  me  I  sent  it  inclosed  to  the  Officer  at 
Crown  Point,  in  asking  the  Serjeant  several  questions,  I  desired  to 
know  which  way  he  thought  those  six  Indians  were  gone,  he  told  me, 
he  thought  they  went  Schaghkoeke  way,  if  so,  it  is  thought  they  will 
eutoff  some  People  there,  which  if  they  do,  every  body  that  has 
lately  settled,  will  leave  their  Farms  again.  These  two  New  Eng- 
land Men  that  came  with  this  Sergeant  &  Party  told  me,  they  saw 
an  Army  of  near  a  Thousand  Men  march  in  different  bodys  from 
Canada,  this  day  three  weeks  steering  their  way  for  Bell^  Rivier,  the 
back  of  Phikdelphia,  in  order  to  prevent  the  English  from  settling 
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in  them  parts,  so  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  acquaint  you  of  it.  Thefle 
men  went  from  the  Goyernment  of  Boston  last  March,  in  order  to  get 
some  of  their  PrisODers,  hat  without  success,  for  they  have  not 
brought  one,  for  they  said  the  Governour  of  Canada  told  them  that  he 
would  not  part  with  one  Prisoner,  till  all  his  Prisoners  were  giyen  up 
to  him,  this  is  what  they  sud,  and  was  ready  to  take  their  oaths  or. 

a  True  Copy, 

Q.  CLINTON. 


Gov.  Clinton  to  (Jov'r  Hamilton,  1749. 

Port  George,  28*^  June,  1749. 
8': 

Inclosed  is  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  to  me,  from  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  Albany,  which  I  receiyed  this  morning,  and  as  the  affair 
may  prove  of  bad  Consequence  to  the  Province  of  Pensylvania,  if 
the  Inhabitants  are  not  upon  their  guard,  &  should  be  surprized  by 
the  Enemy;  I  therefore  tnought  it  for  His  Majesty's  Service  to  send 
this. 

I  have  just  time  to  send  you  an  Affirmation  &  Affadavit  to  give 
you  an  insight  into  the  Steps  that  are  taking  by  a  vile  Faction  in 
my  Government. 

I  should  be  glad  if  yon  would  send  as  soon  as  convenient  the 
Guns  I  Lent  to  your  Province, 
and  am 

8', 

with  great  Respect, 

Your  very  humble 

and  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
To  James  Hamilton,  Esq*. 

P.  S.  I  must  entreat  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  the  inclosed 
for  M'*  Catherwood  by  the  first  Vessel  for  England,  and  excuse  ye 
hurry^I  am  in  on  these  affitirs  meeting  the  Assembly  this  day.  I 
am  gicatly  oLliged  to  you  for  your  kind  wish,  but  you  will  perceive 
by  ye  inclosed  I  ehant  have  much  peace,  not  till  I  hear  from 
EnglaLd.  G.  C 

Indoracd. 

GoNomor  Clinton's  Lre,  dated  28<>'  June,  1749,  to  Gov'r  Hamil- 
ton  of  P*. 

*  Printed  Tol.  iiL  p.  606. 
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Geo.  Croghan  to  ,  1749. 

July  8-,  1749. 

lAst  night  I  Received  y  favor  by  Express  from  The  Qovemor,  & 
tfter  CoDsidering  ye  Accoants  Belated  By  ye  two  New  England  Men 
of  ye  Frenchs  Desinge  to  hinder  the  English  from  Makeng  a  Setle- 
meot  on  Ohio,  Must  Proceed  from  an  alarm  that  M^  Cresap  & 
M'.  Parker  Spread  amongst  ye  Ingans  Last  fall  that  ye  Virginians  was 
eoiDgbto  Setle  a  Branch  of  ohio  CalH  Tougagain  &that  then  th^  wou'd 
Suply  ye  Indians  with  goods  Much  Cheaper  than  they  Col'd  be 
Saply'  from  Pensilvaina,  Butt  to  my  Certain  knowlidge  that  Report 
had  nott  its  Desired  affectt,  for  Instead  of  gaining  an  Interest 
Amongst  ye  Indians  itt  gave  them  an  aversion  to  M".  Parker,  for  the 
Indians  Dos  nott  Like  to  hear  of  there  Lands  being  Setled  over 
Allegany  Mountain,  &  in  particular  by  ye  Virginians,  Butt  My 
Opinion  is  that  they  will  nott  Come  To  Ohio,  Butt  Rather  go  by 
Lake  Eric  towards  Wabauce  in  order  to  Secure  a  very  Considerable 
branch  of  Trade  amongst  ye  Twigh twees  which  has  been  out  of  tt^ire 
hands  Some  years  past  and  of  Considerable  advantage  to  this  Province, 
&  itt  is  well  known  ye  French  will  Spare  no  Treble  to  advance  thire 
Trade,  Nor  No  people  Carries  on  ye  Indians  Trade  in  So  Regular  a 
manner  as  the  French.  I  wish  with  all  My  hart  ye  Government  of 
this  Province  wol'd  Take  Some  Method  to  Regulate  ye  Indian 
Trade,  &  to  prevent  Many  Disorders  which  Arises  from  ye  Carringof 
Sperits  in  ye  Indian  Cuntrys.  I  have  this  Morning  Dispatch'  of  one 
of  My  hands  to  ye  Borders  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Andrew  Montour,  who 
is  Living  there,  in  order  that  he  Should  Meet  Me  att  Ohio,  for  which 
Place  I  will  Sett  out  on  Monday  Next  My  Self.  I  have  Given  In- 
Btraetions  to  Andrew  to  find  out  if  posable  whether  there  be  any 
French  on  Lake  Erie  or  there  Abouts,  &  then  to  Meet  Me  where 
the  body  of  the  Indians  are  Setled  on  Ohio.  I  Make  no  Doubt 
butt  the  French  will  Make  use  of  unfair  Methods  they  Can  to 
bring  over  all  ye  Indians  they  can  to  there  Interest,  But  I  am  of 
opinion  that  ye  Indians  are  So  well  grafted  in  ye  English  Interest 
that  they  will  Nott  be  Esey  Deceved  by  the  French.  I  will  follow 
je  Govemour's  Instructions  when  I  Go  to  Ohio,  and  all  Methods  that 
is  proper  for  Securing  ye  Interest  of  the  Indians,  &  when  I  Come  to 
Ohio  if  I  find  there  is  any  Truth  in  this  Report  or  any  Danger 
Apace,  I  will  Stay  att  Ohio  with  Andrew  Monteur  in  order  to  keep 
]fe  Indians  Study,  &  Dispatch  a  Mesinger  with  News  to  ye  Gover- 
nor, if  ye  report  Should  prove  false,  as  I  hope  itt  will,  I  shall  have 
yeplesher  oL  Seeing  you  in  Town  after  My  Return  from  Ohio  by 
first  of  Augs*;  Till  when  I  remain^ 
D'  S% 
your  Most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
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S': 

Yesterday  Came  by  Mj  house  foar  Indiang  warrien  from 
ye  Southard,  on  thire  Return  to  Onondago,  &  about  one  Mile  below 
My  house  towards  Harris's  ferrey  they  Gott  a  Drinking  at  a  Still- 
house,  &  in  ye  Night  one  of  them  gott  Stab*  in  three  pleses  in  ye 
body  &  Dyed  on  the  Spotty  ye  Other  three  being  Drunk  I  C^nnott 
yctt  find  outt  whether  he  was  kill'd  by  one  of  them  Selves  or  a 
white  Man,  But  I  Shall  Secure  all  ye  white  Men  that  was  att  ye 
plcse  till  I  find  outt  the  Truth  of  ye  affair,  &  then  I  will  Lett  you 
know  More  fUlly  ye  Truth  of  ye  Matter,  Butt  I  think  all  Stillers  & 
Tavern  keepers  Should  be  fined  for  Making  ye  Indians  Drunk,  & 
Kspcsely  worriers. 

S*"  I  remain 

y"  as  before, 

G.  C. 
Jndtrted. 

George  Croghan's  Lre,  July  1749. 


Gov.  Clinton  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1749. 

July  24, 1749. 

Sir: 

Coll°  Johnson,  who  is  now  with  me,  has  received  a  letter  from  a 
Friend  of  his  at  Oswego,  dated  2<>  July,  as  follows  :  We  have  vari- 
ous reports  of  an  Army  gone  to  Ohio ;  Some  making  it  very  Numer- 
ous, others  but  a  few,  so  that  we  can't  tell  which  to  confide  in,  tho' 
it  18  beyond  doubt  that  there  is  one  of  Some  Sort,  as  it  has  been 
told  here,  by  Several  Indians,  both  Cocknawagaes  and  others ;  and 
by  a  Sachem  from  Onondago,  who  came  hero  this  day,  we  have  ye 
following  accounts,  which  he  Says  he  had  from  Some  Indians  from 
Canada,  that  the  French  had  Spoke  to  the  Fighters  of  the  Cockna- 
wogaes  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum,  for  their  assistance,  but  were  re- 
fused by  them,  and  they  then  applyed  to  the  Sachems  for  their  In- 
terest with  the  YouDg  Men,  but  they  refused  them  also,  and  told 
them  they  had  been  agreat  while  fighting  for  them,  add  as  it  waa 
now  peace  they  would  not  take  up  the  Hatchett  again,  &c. ;  and  he 
says  they  were  also  refused  in  the  like  manner  by  Several  other  In- 
dians who  they  applied  to  for  assistance,  and  that  they  had  in  all 
but  Six  Indians  that  joined  them,  three  of  which  are  CocknowagoeSy 
and  y*  this  Army  consisted  in  all  of  three  hundred  Men,  and  ye 
Six  Indians.  Jancourt  is  gpne  on  the  expedition,  and  was  to  have 
G  jmmanded  the  Indians^  if  they  could  have  prevailed  with  them  to 
hive  gone. 
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This  aooonni,  tho'  Imperfect^  Seems  the  most  aatheniick  I  have 
heard.     I  have  the  HoDoar  to  be,  with  great  Respecti 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CLINTON, 
Hon»»«  Qoyernor  Hamilton^ 
Fort  George  at. 
New  York,  24  July, 
1749. 
hdorted. 

Governor  Clinton's  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton,  dated  25*^  Jnly, 
1749. 


Indian  Deed  for  Lands  between  Delaware  &  Susque- 
hanna, 1749. 

Know  all  men  by  these  Presents,  that  We,  Canasat^go,  Satagan- 
Ichly,  Kanalshyiac^yon  and  Canechwadecron  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of 
the  Indian  Nations,  called  the  Onontagers,  Cayianockea,  Hanatssany 
Agish  Tass,  Caruchian&chqui  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Indian 
Nation  called  the  Sinickers ;  Petor  Ontachsax  ai\d  Christian 
Diaryhogon  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation  called  the 
Mohocks;  Saristagnoah,  Watshatuhon  and  Anuchnaxqua  Sachems, 
or  chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation  called  the  Oneyders}  Td^wis  Tawis ; 
Kachnoaraaseha  and  Ta  Kachquoantas  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the 
Indian  Nation  called  the  Cayuikers ;  Tyierox,  Ralichwanoniichsby 
Saehems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation  called  the  Tuscorrorow ; 
Tachneehdorus  Sago  guchiithon  &  Cachnaora  K&tack-Ke  the  Sachems 
or  chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation  called  the  Shomokin  Indians ;  Nuti- 
mils  and  Qulilpaghack,  Sachems  or  chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation 
called  the  Delawares,'  and  Backsinosa  Sachem  or  chief  of  the 
Indian  Nation  called  the  Shawanes,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
samof  Five  hundred  Pounds  lawfull  money  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
Honourable  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Esquires,  Proprietaries 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  well  and  truly  paid  unto  the 
said  Canasat^go  Sataganichly,  Kanalshyiacdiyon,  Canechwadecron, 
Cayianockea,  Hanatssany,  Ag&sh  Tass,  Caruchian&chqni,  Peter 
Ontachsax,  Christian  Diaryhogon,  Saristagnoah,  Watshatuhon 
Annehnaxqua,  T&wi%  Tawis,  Kachnoaraaseha  Ta  Kachquoantas, 
Tyierox,  Ralichwanoadch-Shy,  Tachnecdorus,  Sagoguohiathon,  Cach- 
naora, Katack-Kc,  ^timus,  Qualpaghack  and  Backsinosa  before 
the  Sealing  and  Deli^ry  of  these  Presents,  the  Receipt  whereof 
they  the  said  Sachems  or  Indian  Chiefs,  do  hereby  Acknowledge 
themselves  to  be  fully  Satisfied,  contented  and  paid,  and  thereof  do 
acqnit  and  forever  discharge  the  said   Proprietaries,  Thomas  Penn 
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and  Richard  Penn,  their  Heirs,  Successors  and  Assigns  by  | 
Presents,  They  the  said  Canasatego  Satagan^chly,  Kanulshyiaci 
Canechwade^re,  Cayiandckea,  Hanatssany,  Agash  Tass,  Carncbi  ^. 
-chquiy  Peter  Ootachsax,  Christian  Diar^hogon,  Saristagnoah  'V 
hatahon,  Anuchnazqua,  Tawis   Tawis,  Kachnoaraas^ha  Ta   BL 
quoantas,  Tyicroz,  Rali^hwanonfioh-shy  Tachnecbdorus,  Sago  j 
iathon,  Cachnaora,  Katack-Re,  Nutioios,  Qaalpaghach  and  B 
sinosa  for  and  on  behalf  of  all'the  Indian  Nations  aforesaid  and  4^ 
of  them  Have  given,  granted,  Bargained,  Sold,  Released  and 
firmed,  and  by  these  Presents  Bo  and  every  of  them  Doth  g 
erant,  bargain,  sell,  release  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Propriety 
Thomas    Penn   and  Richard   Penn,   their  Heirs,   Successors  \ 
Assigns,  All  that  Tract  and  paroell  of  Land  situate,  lying  and  bl 
vithin  the  following  Limits  and  Bounds,  and  thus  described,  (t 
is  to  say)  Beginning  at  the  Hills  or    Mountains  called   in  J 
Language  of  Five  Nations,  Indians,  the  Tyanuntasachta  or  Ena 
Hills,  and  by  the  Delaware  Indians  the  Kcckachtany  Hills,  OoJ 
East  Side  of  the  River  Susquchannah,  being  in  the  North  Mi 
line  or  Boundary  of  the  Tract  of  Land  formerly  purchased  byj 
said  Proprietaries,  from  the  said  Indian  Nations,  by  their  Dee 
the  Eleventh  day  of  October,  Anno  Dom.  One  Thousand 
hundred  and  Thirty-Six,  And   from   thence   lunning   up  the 
River  by  the  several  Courses  thereof  to  the  first  or  nearest  Mq 
tain  to  the  North  side  of  the  Mouth  of   the  Cr^'ck  culled,  in 
Language  of  the  said  Five  Nation  Indians,  Cantaguy,  and  in 
language  of  the  Delaware  Indians,  Maghonioy,  and  from  thence 
tending  by  a  direct  or  Straight  line  to  be  run  ifrum  the  said   Mo 
tain  on  the  North  side  of  the  said  Creek  to  the  main  branch 
Delaware  River,  at  the  North  side  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Creek 
Lechawachsein  and  from   thence  to   return   across  Lecbawachc 
Creek  aforesaid  down  the  River  Delaware,  by  the  several  Coui 
thereof,  to  the  Kekachtany  Hills  aforesaid,  and  from  thence  by  \ 
range  of  the  said  Hills  to  the  Place  of  Beginning,  as  more  fully  i 
pears  in  and  by  the  Map  or  Draught  hereunto  annexed,'*'  in  whichj 
several  lines,  courses  and  Boundaries  of  the  said  hereby  iutondeu 
be  granted  Premises  are  for  the  better  explanation   and  distinct! 
thereof  described  in  Red  Lines,  And  also  all  the  parts  of  the  i 
Rivers  Susquehannah  and  Delawarp,  from  shore  to  shore,  which 
opposite  to  the  said  hereby  granted  Tract  of  Land,  and   all 
Island  in  the  said  Rivers,  or  either  of  them.  Together  with  all 
Soils,  Lands,  Fields,  Woods,  under  Woods,  Mountains,  Hills,  Vallej 
Savannahs,  Fenns,  Swamps,  Isles,  Lakes,  Rivers,  Crocks,  Waters,  T 
nlets,  Bays,  Inlets,  Mines,  MineraIs,,Quarries,  Rights,  Liberties,  Pril 
leges  Advantages,  Hereditaments  and  Appurtenances  thereunto  li 
longing,  or  in  any  wise,  appertaining,  and  all  the  Right,  Title,  Intreil 
Property,  Claim  and   Demand  Whatsoever  of  the   said  Canasatdgi 
Satagandchly  Kanalshyiacay6n,  Canechwadc^ron^  Cayiandckea^  Hants 

*  See  Lithograph  Sheet 
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mny,  Agash  T^,  Caraohianaohqai,  Peter  Ontacbsazy  Ohriatiao 
DiaryhogoD,  Saristagnoab,  Watshatuhon,  Anoohnaxqiuiy  Tftwk* 
TftwiSy  Kachnoaraaseba,  Ta  Kaohqnoantas,  Tjieroz,  RaHokwanon* 
ach-shy,  Tachnechdorus  Sago  gachi&thoOy  Oacbnaora  Katack-Ke, 
Natimns  Qaalpagbacb  and  Backsinosa  or  any  of  tbem  or  of  any 
Person  or  Persons  of  or  belonging  to  tbe  Indian  Nations  aforesaid, 
every  or  an;  of  tbem,  To  bave  and  to  bold  tbe  said  Traot  of  Land 
and  Parts  of  tbe  said  Several  Rivers  of  Snsqaebannab  and  Dela- 
ware^ierein  befbre  describedi  Hereditaments  and  Premises  bereby 
granted  and  Released  or  mentioned  or  intended  so  to  be  and  every 
part  and  parcell  tbereof,  witb  tbeir  and  every  of  tbeir  Appartenan- 
ees  unto  tbe  said  Proprietaries,  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn, 
tbeir  Heirs,  Successors  and  Assigns,  To  the  only  proper  use  and 
Beboof  of  the  said  Proprietaries  Tbomas  Penn  and  Ricbard  Penn, 
their  Heird,  Successors  and  Assigns  for  ever,  So  that  neitber  tbe 
■aid  Canast^go,  Satagan&cbly,  Kanalsbyiacaydn,  Ganecbwadeerony 
Cayianockea  Hantssany,  Agash  Tass,  Caruchianacbqui,  Peter  Ontacb- 
sax,  Cbristian  Diary bogon,  Saristagnoab,  Watsbatubon,  Anuchnax- 
qua,  Tawis  Tawis,  Kacbnoaraaseba  Ta^  Kacbquoantas,  Tyierox, 
Ralicbwanonacb-sby  Tacknecbd6rus,  Sago  gucbiatbon,  Caohnaora, 
Katack-Ke,  Nutimns,  Qualpaghacb,  Backsinosa,  nor  any  otber  of 
tbe  said  Indian  Nations,  nor  tbeir  or  any  of  their  Heirs,  Descendants, 
SaooessoTs  or  Assigns  sball  or  may  at  any  time  bereafter  bave  claim, 
eballenge  or  demand  any  Right,  Title,  Iptorest  or.Property  of,  in,  or 
to  tbe  6A\d  Tract  and  Parcel  of  Land,  Heriditamenta  and  Premises 
hereby  granted  and  released  or  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  bereby 
granted  and  Released,  n  )r  any  part  or  parcel  tbereof,  But  of  and 
from  tbe  same  and'every  part  thereof  sball  be  barred  and  for  ever 
exdaded  by  these  Presents,  And  that  tbe  said  Proprietaries, 
Tbomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  tbeir  Heirs,  Successors  and  Assigns, 
Sball  and  Rightfully  may  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  for 
ever  hereafter  quietly  and  Peaceably  Have,  hold,  occupy.  Possess 
and  enjoy  all  and  Singular  the  said  herein  before  described  parte  of 
the  said  Rivers  Susquebaonab  and  Delaware,  from  Shore  to  Shore, 
with  all  tbe  Islands  therein,  or  in  either  of  tbem,  And  all  tbe  said 
described  Tract  of  Land,  Hereditoments  and  Premises  bereby  grant- 
ed and  Released  or  mentioned  or  intended  so  to  be  with  tbeir  and 
every  of  tbeir  Appurtenances,  without  tbe  Lett,  Trouble,  hinder- 
ance  or  molestation  of  tbe  said  Canasatego  Sataganacbly,  Kanalshy- 
iaoayor  Canechwadeeron,  Cayianockea  Hanatesany,  Agash  Tass, 
Carttchianachqui,  Peter  Ontechsax,  Cbristian  Diarybogan,  Saris- 
tagnoab, Watohatuhon,  Anuchnaxqua,  Tawis  Tawis,  Kacknoaraaseha, 
Ta  Kackquoantas,  Tyierox,  Ralichwanonach-sby  Tachnechdorus, 
Sagognchiatbon,  Cachnaora,  Elateck-Ke,  Nutimus,  Qnalpaffbach  and 
Backsinosa,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  others  of  the  said  Indian 
Nations,  or  any  of  tbem,  or  of  any  other  Person  or  Persons,  Claim- 
ing or  to  claim  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  by,  from  or  under  tbem 
or  any  of  them^  in  any  wise^  according  to  the  True  intent  and  mean* 
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iiese    Presents.    In   Witness   whereof  ibe   hereinbefore 

ftohems,  or  Indian  Chiefs,  for  themselves  and  for  and  oa 

/»f  all  the  People  of  the  said  seyeral  and  rospeotiTe  Indian 

J  herein  before  named,  and  every  of  them  have  hetennto  set 

MteM  aands  and  Seals,  at  Philadelphia,  the  Twenty-Seoond  day  of 

August,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and 

forty-nine,  and  in  the  Twenty-third   Year  of  the  Reign  of  King 

George  the  Second  over  Great  Britain,  &o. 


NUTIMUS, 
QUALPAOHACH, 

Onontager9. 
Canasatigo, 
Sataqanaokly, 
Kanalshtiaoatoit, 
Ganeohwadeiron, 

Sinichers, 
Gatianookba, 
Hanatsant, 
Aqash  Tabs, 


[L. 

8.] 

[I.. 

8] 

'h. 

8/ 

'h. 
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h. 

sJ 

[1. 

».[ 
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.  & 

L. 

8.' 

L. 

■v 

fi\ 

[1. 

S.J 

[L. 

fl] 

Oneyden. 
Anuchnaxqua,        [l.  8.] 

Cayuikers. 
Tawis  Tawis,  [l.  b.] 

KaCNOARAASBHA,       [Iu  8.] 

Ta  Kaohquontas    [l.  b.] 
Tuucurrarows, 

TVIEROX,  [L.  8.] 

Raliohwananach-bht,  [L.  8.] 

Shamoktng. 
Tachnxedorus,        [L.  8.] 
Saooguchiathon,  [L.  8.] 
Cachnaora  Katack-Kb,[l.  bJCaruchianaohqui 

Mohocks.  OneydeTB. 

Peter  Ontaohsax,    [l.  b.]    Saribtaonoah, 

CHRIfiTIANDrARYHOaON,[i:i.  8.]  WAT8HATUH0N. 
Shatoanes. 
Baoksinosa,  [L.  8.] 

Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  Presence  of  Will'm  Looan, 
one  of  the  Council  of  the  Province ; 
Edward  Warner  ;  Ltnford  Lardnxr,  Beceiver  General  of  the 

Province  j 
Wm.  Peters;   Riohard  Peters,  Secretary  of  the  Province; 
Sabc'l  Kirk  Evanb  ;  James  Loqan,  jr. ,  Joseph  Galloway  ; 
James  Kinbey,  Will.  Hamilton,  Thomas  Lloyd  ; 
Conrad  Weiser,  Interpreter,  Tqob.  Cookson,  Thob.  Wbarton, 

Jun'; 
Charles  Stowe,  Thomas  Carrell. 
Indorsed. 
Peon8ylvania  w : 

On  the  first  day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1751,  before  me,  William 
Allen,  Esq',  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid.  Personally  ap- 
peared William  Peters  and  Richard  reters,  both  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  said  Province,  Gentlemen,  and  made  oath  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists,  that  the  within  Deed  being  first  read  and  fully  ex- 
plained to  the  several  Indians  within  named,  as  Parties  thereto  and 
then  present,  by  Conrad  Weiser,  their  Interpreter,  the  same  Deed 
was  on  or  about  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  by  the  said  several 
Indians  signed  (Bj  setting  their  respective  marks  thereto  as  within) 
Sealed  and  as  their  Act  and  Deed,  delivered  to  the  Honourable 
James  Hamilton,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  said  Provinoe 
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&e.,  for  the  use  of  ilie  within  named  Proprietaries,  and  that  they  the 
eaid  Deponents  did  then,  amongst  the  Rest  of  the  Witnesses  there- 
to, Sabeoribe  their  names  to  Attest  the  dae  exeeution  thereof  as 
within  appears.  Witness  my  Hand  and  Seal  the  said  first  day  of 
May,  1751. 

WILL.  ALLBN.    [us.] 
fieeorded  the  W^  day  of  May,  1752.* 


Deposition  op  John  Murmt,  1749, 

Gedl  County  ss : 

John  Mnrpby  Mak's  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty 
Ood,  that  in  the  Year  one  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  thirty 
Six  be  hecame  a  tenant  under  Henry  Baker  in  a  house  then 
built  on  a  Certain  traokt  or  parcel  of  Land  lying  in.  Ceeil  County, 
but  often  Claimed  by  Joseph  England,  Some  Distanoe  from  the  s* 
Joseph  Bngland's  then  present  possession  to  the  Westward,  but  ye 
8*  Deponent  Understood  that  ye  s*  Joseph  England's  Claim  went 
Near,  or  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  More  to  the  West  than  where 
be  Lived,  and  that  he  Lived  on  s*  Land  three  years  and  always 
During  s'  time  paid  his  taxes  and  Customs  to  Maryland,  and  that 
After  him  James  Nevile  lived  on  s'  Land,  then  Robert  Mitche), 
Who  Does  Still  Continue  to  live  there  'to  this  Day,  and  is  and  Ever 
was  within  his  knowledge  adeemed  as  Maryland.  Sworn  before  me, 
this  9«*  Day  of  Septem*",  1749. 

BENJ'N  CHEW. 


Deposition  of  Marq.  McClbary,  1749. 

Margaret  McCleary  Mak's  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Al« 
mighty  God,  that  in  the  year  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
thirty  two,  her  Husband,  Robert  McCleary,  (now  Deoeas'd)  Bought 
tbc  Plantation  Whereon  She  now  Lives,  of  Henry  Baker,  and  her 
8*  Husband  always  paid  taxes  and  Customs  to  Maryland  till  his 
Death,  and  that  she  has  Done  So  Ever  Since;  that  Joseph  England 
often  Demanded  Possession  of  s*  Plantation,  tho'  Never  did  as  She 
knows  of  Shew  aney  Kight  for  it;  that  She, ye  Deponent,  Under- 
stands the  s*  Plantation  to  be  the  Most  Northermost  part  of  a  tract 
of  Land,  Containing  three  Hundred  Acres,  Cautioned  by  William 
Brown,  which  he  Sold  to  one  Hughs,  a  Welchman;  that  John  Sack- 
land  lived  on  s'  place  before  they  came  to  it,  and  it  Ever  was 
adeemed  as  Maryland.  Sworn  before  me.  One  of  his  Lordhhip's 
Jostiees  of  the  Peace  for  s*  County,  this  9**  day  of  Sept»',  1749. 

NATHAN  BAKER. 

*  In  office  of  ttecorder  of  Deeds,  Philadelphia,  H.  Vol.  IT.,  p.  204.,  from 
which  this  is  printed  ;  the  original  is  at  Harrisburg. 
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List  of  Ikuabitants  oyer  Susquehai^na,  1749. 

The  followiog  is  a  List  of  the  most  remarkable  Inhabitants  in  the 
Several  Town'ps  &  SettlemeDts  over  Sasquebanna  in  the  S^  Valley 
fit  to  discharge  Pablick  Ofices. 

In  Newbury  Town^p  on  Sasqaehanna^  between  Yellow  Breeches 
Greek  &  great  Conowago, 

[Jn».  Day.]    John  Day,  Nathan  Hubsey,* 

John  HassEY;       John  Gareetbon/ 
In  Warrington  Town'p,  to  the  Westward  of  the  former, 
[Tho.  Cox.]        Thomas  Cox,        Richard  Cox, 
[John Douglas.]  John  Douglass,  Alexanders  Underwood, 
Robert  Comer. 
In  Hunetington  Town'p,  Westward  of  former, 
[Mathew  Dill.]  •  Mathew  Dill,    Alexander  Grimes, 
James  Murphy,  William  Weyerman, 
In  Tyrone  &  Mannallan  Town'ps,  to  the  Southward  and  Westward 
of  the  former, 

Walter  Carson,       William  Lindsay, 
[Jn».  Cox.]    William  Proctor,"    John  Cox, 

David  3IcConachy,         Archibald  McGrsw. 

In  Mash  Creek  Settlement, 

William  Huohanan,  WilliatS  Hamilton, 

[Hans  Hamilton.]  Hans  Hamilton,*  John  Armstrong. 

In  Rock  Creek  Settlement  &  little  Conawago,  Eastward  of  formery 
[Pat.  Watson.]  Mathew  Gault,    Patrick  Watson,  ■^., 
George  Black,      William  Greer, 
James  Murray. 

Between  these  &  Tyrone. 
William  King,  Rich'd  Brown, 

[■.]  Robert  Dickson,  John  Carroll, 

To  the  Eastward  of  former  lye  Mount  Charles  Town'p,  Conawago 
Town'p,  &  another  adj.  to  Warrington,  wherein  are 
■.  Daniel  Sleglb,  ».  John  Huston, 

■.  John  Abbot,  ».  Samuel  Hendricks, 

John  Lease. 

Between  the  former,  the  river  &  the  Maryland  line  are  Manqhes- 
ter.  Upper  &  Lower  Uallem,  &  some  other  Town'ps,  wherein  are 
Mathias  Lambert,  Balthasbr  Knertzer, 

Gkorge  Myer,      Martin  Miller, 
[Geo.  Swope.] »»  Charles  Jones,  George  Swope, 
[Ja».  Wright.]  John  Adlum,      John  Wright,^ 

vJaodb  Miller,         another   family  Name    John 
Wright  late  Trustee  John  Wright,  Juu'. 
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M'.  Webb  : 

1  have  sent  joq  here  such  of  the  Dames  of  the  most  remarkable 
Sellers  on  the  other  Side  the  river^  as  I  can  at  present  remember. 
M'.  James  Wright  can  inform  jou  of  the  othcc^,  &  is  the  fittest 
person  I  know  to  give  you  ur  the  Assembly  further  light  in  this 
a£iir. 

I  am  your  Fr^, 

GEO.  SMITH. 

Directed. 
To  M'.  Jamea  Webb,  here. 

hdoned. 
Justices  for  York  County,  8ber,  1749. 


David  Magaw  to  Richard  Petsrs,  1749-50. 

Sir: 

The  advantage  to  the  Propriators  &  the  Inhabitants  of  the  valey 
is  the  reason  1  give  yon  the  trouble  of  my  thoughts  of  this  being 
the  most  Central  plaoe  and  properest  Situation  for  the  County  town, 
and  had  it  been  Ins>pected  into  at  first,  before  it  was  made  a  purchase 
of  from  the  Proprietor,  I  make  no  doubt  but  there  would  been  a 
reserve  thereof  made  for  that  use,  there  being  Such  a  largo  Scope  of 
ground  which  can't  be  found^  the  like  a  town  could  be  made  in  this 
valey  but  it  Self. 

I  B'live  you  are  prity  Sencable  thereof  your  Self  of  the  large 
bounds  lyes  along  the  South  mountain  betwixt  Canigoobege  &  M'. 
Dnnning's,  w^  has  Several  miles  broad  without  lubabitunts,  &  I  am 
very  ^eneable  of  what  meadow  can  be  made  by  thd  Inhabitants 
to  serve  a  town  hear  to  leatcst  posterity,  So  that  a  purchase  of  land 
that  seems  high  at  present,  might  some  few  years  to  Come  be 
thought  was  nothing  of  a  Extravagant  price,  &  I  believe  there  is 
land  close  Situated  might  be  obtained  by  purchase  or  in  exchange 
that  it  would  not  be  hard  to  enlarge  it  to  Satisfaction  and  the  good 
of  the  people — the  propriator's  Honnour.  Where  then  wo' Id  the 
great  loss  be  that  the  propriator  Pm chase  a  little  land  for  Shuch 
Convenieney  at  a  price  that  another  wo'ld  give  for  the  same  that  liad 
no  Shuoh  view  to  buy  it  as  that  hear  the  County  town  Should  be, 
k  no  where  Else.  I  mean  three  hundred  acres  from  M'.  Shippen, 
the  Lowery,  has  priced  may  have  by  the  Edge  of  this  town^  which 
I  hear  now^  Since  John  Lowery's  death,  in  the  woods  they  are  not 
a  mind  to  have,  besides  what  M'.  Shippen  ofered  him  Self, 
and  I  am  prity  Sencable  what  land  of  his  besides,  without  a  town  is 
made  hear,  wo'ld  be  of  no  great! Consideration  to  him  mora  than  the 
large  Scope  I  Spoke  of  can  Ever  be  to  the  propriator  without  it  be 
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for  the  Same  use,  &  thereby  M".  Shippeo  &  the  InhabitantSi  without 
purohaae  is  made  from  him,  will  unavoidably  have  the  most  good  of 
the  whole,  as  there  is  no  place  for  a  town  shutable^  to  ocupie  these 
Gonvienoeys  but  it  Self. 

Sir,  y  fiiend  &  Servant, 

DAVID  MAGAW. 

P.  S.  It  IS  to  be  considered  at  what  Distance  a  County  town  is 
made  from  a  Central  place,  when  nature  Seemed  wo'ld  have  pitched 
it,  when  there  is  not  an  equivalent  advantage  by  w^  Even  the  other 
place,  that  far  out  of  the  way,  is  alwaise  opression  to  ^me,  to  what 
Ever  the  Degree,  as  well  as  is  it  the  gain  of  the  oficer  at  the  ez- 
penco  of  the  poor ;  I  mean  Sherifs,  by  four-pence  a  mile,  by  what  is 
the  distance  may  be  adcd  together  in  the  Continuance  thereof,  wo'ld 
rise  to  a  fine  Sum,  whilst  the  good  of  a  people  is  the  praise  of  a  Com- 
monwealth, &  the  Honour  of  its  Chief.  I  hope  it  will  be  thought 
of. 

y",  &c.,  D.  M. 

Shippensburg, 

Febr'  1*S  1749.-50. 

Directed. 

To  M'.  Richard  Peters,  Secret', 

in  Walnut  Street,  PhikdeJphia. 

Indorsed. 

David  Magaw's  Lre  about  County  Town  at  Cumberland,  Febr'T, 
1749-50. 


Gov.  Ogle  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1760. 

Annapolis,  Feb.  3*  1749-450. 
Sir: 

I  take  this  opportunity,  by  M'.  Parker,  of  acknowledging  the 
Favour  of  your  Letter  of  the  11**  of  Dec'.  Your  Former  of  the 
23'^'"  of  Sep',  I  answered  by  the  first  opportunity  the  post  offered  after 
it  came  to  my  hands. 

As  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  receiving  my  Said  Letter  of  the  SO*** 
of  Nov'','*'  having  put  it  myself  into  the  hands  of  our  Postmaster,  I 
shall  not  trouble  you. with  the  Repetition  of  what  I  then  Said,  but 
only  assure  you,  that  it  would  give  mo  the  greatest  pleasure  to  see 
all  our  Boundaries  clearly  settl^  to  the  mutual  Ease  &  Satisfaction 
of  all  Parties,  &  I  hope  the  true  Extension  of  your  Line  of  Longi- 
tude will  be  the  Sooner  ascertained,  as  I  understand  the  Govern'  of 
Virginia  is  as  sollicitous  about  it  as  we  are,  and  indeed  I  can't  well 
see  how  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Ohio  Company  can  proceed  to  settle 
the  Lands  in  their  intended  Grant  before  this  is  done. 
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I  ini  h  is  thoaght  by  Some  that  the  said  Line  may  extend  near 
the  Meridian  of  the  Fountain  head  of  Potomack,  if  it  should  go 
further  West  we  shall  be  out  of  the  Affair,  &  you  &  Virginia  will  have 
the  Point  to  settle  between  you.  As  you  niay  probably  know  more 
of  this  matter  than  I  can  pretend  to,  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  Opin- 
ion upon  the  subject,  in  the  mean  time  I  beg  leave  to  remain,  with 
verj  great  Regard, 
Sir, 
.    your  most  obedient 

&  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  OGLE.* 

Indorsed. 

Letter  from  Gov'  Ogle,  concerning  the  eztens"  of  the  Temporary 
Line,  Dat.  Feb'y  3-  1749. 


Wm.  Parsons  to  R.  Peters,  1749-50. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq', 

Sir  :  herewith  you  have  all  the  Papers  that  ever  came  to  my 
Hands  relating  to  the  Temporary  Line,  being  one  old  Draught  in 
M'.  Jacob  Taylor's  Hand-writing;  copied,  as  I  imagine,  from  a 
large  folio  Book  in  the  Surveyor  General's  Office ;  John  Taylor's 
Draught  as  far  Westward  as  Gonegochege,  and  M'.  Eastbum's  Field 
Marks  &  Plan  with  his  rough  Draught  of  a  Iletum,  which  Return 
as  it  was  made  to  Governor  Thomas,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he 
may  have  taken  it  with  him,  if  it  is  not  amongst  the  Proprietor's 
Papers.  I  hope  what  was  done  with  regard  to  the  Bridge  at  the 
upper  End  of  the  Town  will  have  your  Approbation,  if  any  thing 
further  is  necessary  M'.  Scull  will  have*  Opportunities  enough  to 
oommunioate  it  to  me.  Upon  my  opening  to  M'.  Weiser  the  Affair 
joa  gave  me  in  Charge,  it  affected  him  pretty  much,  as  he  looked 
upon  it  a  matter  of  great  Importance,  but  did  not  hesitate  Obedience. 
He  is  entirely  of  Opinion  that  it  will  be  best  to  proceed  from  South 
to  North,  and  that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  prosecute  the  Business 
till  some  time  in  August  next,  as  well  upon  Account  of  Subsistance, 
vhieh  will  not  bo  to  be  met  with  in  those  parts  before  that  Time,  as 
^n  Account  of  the  Gnats,  Musketoes,  flies  and  other  vermiu 
which  are  intollerable  in  the  Summer  Season,  and  especially  to 
Horses.  It  will  also  be  necessary,  he  thinks,  ib  have  at  least  two 
Ifidians,  Shikallimo's  Sons,  with  us.  And  these  may  be  necessary 
«VGn  m  extending  the  Temporary  Line.  The  Number  of  Persons  ne- 
t^essaiy  cannot  yet  be  determined,  because  if  we  go  at  a  Time  when 
li^rovision  is  nut  to  be  had  in  the  desert  Woods,  a  greater  Number 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  422. 
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will  be  wanting  then,  M  it  must  all  be  carried  wkh  na.  I  have  a 
young  Man  in  my  Service  who  understands  something  of  Surveying 
and  as  it  inay  contribute  something  towards  expediting  the  Affidr  to 
have  one  with  me  that  I  can  trust  now  and  then  to  continue  the 
Course^  when  it  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  take  a  view  of  the  adja- 
cent Country,  or  in  Case  of  any  Disaster,  I  propose  with  your  Appro- 
bation to  take  him  with  me.  As  he  is  a  young  Man  he  may  happen 
to  be  useful  hereafter  to  the  Proprietaries  by  being  something  ac- 
quainted with  those  parts  of  the  Countty. 

M'.  Weiser  will  write  yott  more  particularly  as  aoon  as  he  gets 
clear  of  Court  Business. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 
Lancaster,  FeVryO^  1749. 
Directed, 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq^, 
Philadelphia. 

LiiJorsed, 

Wm.  Parson's  Lre,  9  Feb.,  1749. 


Thomas  Cookson  to  Gov,  H.,  1749-50. 

Honouf'd  Sir : 

In  Pursuance  of  your  Directions,  I  have  viewed  the  several 
Places  spoke  of  as  commodious  Situations  for  the  Town  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  and  also  the  several  Passes  thro'  the 
Kittochtisnny  and  Tuscarrbra  mountains,  for  the  Cooveniency  of  the 
Traders  to  Allegheny,  and  for  your  Honour's  clearer  View  I  have 
laid  the  County  down  in  a  Plan  and  mark'd  the  several  Waters  & 
remarkable  Settlements  on  them,  and  also  the  Tracts  aorvey'd  for 
the  hono'ble  Proprietors.  I  shall  take  the  Liberty  of  making  some 
Observations  on  the  several  different  Places  recommended,  as  the  In- 
bitants  of  the  different  Parts  of  the  County  are  generally  partial 
from  the  Advantages  that  would  arise  from  a  County  Town  in  their 
own  neighbourhood.  And  first  the  Inhabitants  about  the  River  re- 
commended the  manor,  being  a  considerable  Body  of  the  Proprieta- 
ries Land,  well  timbered,  all  which  wou'd  be  rendered  very  valuable 
in  ease  the  Town  shou'd  be  fix'd  there  ]  but  the  Body  of  the  County 
cvy  loudly  against  that  Situation  as  lying  in  a  distant  Comer  of  the 
County,  w^  will  be  a  perpetual  Inconvenience  to  the  Inhabitants  in 
attending  publick  Business,  and  a  great  charge  of  mileage  to  the  re- 
spective officers  employed  in  it.  The  next  Situation  is  on  Le  Torta 
Spring,  this  plaoe  is  ooavenient  to  the  New  Path  to  AUeghenny,  now 
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mostty  used,  bmg  at  tlie  IHstaaoe  of  fourmihs  from  tba  G«p  w 
the  ^itloehtioDj  moostain.  Thero  is  %  fine  Stream  of  Water 
and  a  Body  of  good  Land  on  eaoh  nde,  from  the  Head  down  to 
Conedoffwainet  Gieek,  ft  the  Lands  on  both  Bidee  Gonedogwainetase 
thiek  settled. 

As  theee  Lands  are  settled,  if  it  shon'd  be  thought  a  proper  Sitva- 
tioB  for  the  Towiiy  the  People  possessed  of  them  are  wUlinc  to  asU 
their  Improvements  on  reasonable  Termsy  or  exehange  them  for 
other  Lands  of  the  hono'ble  Proprietors.  There  is  a  Tnot  of  abont 
2000  Acres  of  tderable  well  timbered  Land  withoat  Water,  adjoin- 
ing the  Settlements  on  Le  Torts  Spring,  whioh  may  be  servioeable 
to  aooommodate  the  Town,  and  lies  as  mark'd  in  the  Plan.  If  this 
Place  should  not  be  Central  enough,  the  next  Situation  is  the  Bigg 
Springy  it  rises  a  mile  and  a  half -to  the  North  West  of  the  Great 
Bead,  five  miles  from  Dunnings,  and  seven  from  Shippensbnrgh,  runs 
into  Conedogwainet  in  about  three  miles  good  Land  on  eaoh  Side  ft 
on  Conedogwainet,  and  a  great  Quantity  of  Landjto  the  Southward 
which  is  tolerably  well  timbered,  but  no  Water.  The  Hono'ble  Pro- 
prietors has  a  Tract  of  4000  A*  on  the  North  Side  Conedogwatoet| 
opposite  to  this  Spring,  as  mark'd  in  the  Plan,  there's  a  Gap  in  the 
mountain  called  McClure's  Gap,  convenieot  for  bringing  the  Road 
from  Alleghenny  to  this  Place,  ft  with  the  Purchase  of  two  or  three 
small  Improvements  the  Proprietors  might  be  accommodated  with  a 
sufficient  Quantity  of  Land  for  that  Purpose.  As  to  Shippensbnrgh 
I  have  no  occasion  to  say  any  Thing ;  the  Lands  being  granted,  and 
indeed  if  that  was  not  the  case,  it  appears  in  the  Plan,  that  the 
Lands  about  it  are  unsettled  for  Want  of  Water^  which  must  be  a 
sufficient  Objection. 

The  next  Place  proposed  was  on  Conegochage  Creek^  where  the 
Boad  erosses  it :  the  Lands  to  the  Eastward  of  it  are  vacant,  the 
Set^meots  being  chiefly  on  the  Sides  of  the  Creek,  the  Situation 
is  very  good  ft  Land  enough  vacant,  only  the  Plantation  on  the 
Greek  must  be  purchased.  This  Place  wss  proposed  ss  more  conve- 
nient for  the  Indian  Trade,  ft  open'd  a  shorter  ft  better  Passage  thro' 
the  Mountains,  on  which  Account  I  went  round  the  Kittoohtinny 
Hill  by  Pamell's  Nab  to  the  Gap  in  the  Tuscarrora  Hill,  as  lies  the 
priek'd  Line  in  the  Plan,  from  Benjamin  Chambers's,  to  the  Great 
Gove.  It  is  true,  a  tolerable  Passage  may  be  had,  but  it  must  be  by 
the  various  Turnings  as  laid  down.  It  was  urg'd  by  the  People  of 
Conegochage  that  as  Lord  Fairfax  was  laying  out  a  Town  at  Wat- 
kins's  Ferry  on  Potowmaok,  ft  that  the  Indian  Trade  would  be  en« 
cowag^d  there,  ft  a  Boad  cut  to  Alleghenny,  unless  the  Town 
shonki  be  pretty  high  up  the  Valley,  a  good  Deal  of  our  Trade 
would  go  to  that  Town ;  your  Honour  will  readily  see  the  Force  of 
tha^  I  grant  it  as  to  the  Country  Trade,  bnt  as  to  the  Indian  Trade, 
I  think  it  won'd  be  no  Advantage  to  our  Philadelphia  Merchants 
too  have  their  Seat  of  Trade  too  near  that  <tf  theis  neighbours,  w^ 
WQ^d  only  give  the  People  oonoem'd  the  Ghoiee  of  two  Markets^ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQiC 


4t^  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABCHIYBS  1760: 

asd  in  whioii  we  camiot  poBsibly  be  any^Oainen,  having  already  the 
Balk  of  that  Trade  in  our  Hands,  bat  may  risque  the  loosing  some 
Part  of  it  Upon  the  whole  it  appears  to  me  to  lye  between  the 
two  Sitoations  of  Le  Torts  Spring  and  the  Bigg  Spring,  the  partiea- 
lars  of  which  I  have  before  given.  Your  Honour  may  depend  upon 
the  Truth  of  the  Plan. 

Upon  fixing  the  Spot  some  Direotions  will  be  necessary  for  «  Plan 
of  the  Town,  the  Breadth  of  the  Streets,  the  Lots  to  be  reserved  and 
those  to  be  allotted  for  the  publiok  Buildings,  &e. 

In  the  Execution  of  which  or  any  other  Service  for  the  Hon'ble 
Proprietaries  4Som'itted  to  me,  I  shall  take  great  Pleasure. 
I  am 

Hon*  S', 

Y'  most  obed^ 

h'ble  ServS 

THO.  COOKSON. 
To  his  Honour  the  Governor. 
Lancaster^  1*^  March,  1749. 

Judor»e<J, 

Copy  M"*.  Cookson's  Letter  to  the  Governor  about  a  proper  Sitoa* 
tion  for  the  County  Town  of  Cumberland,  1*^  March,  1749. 


COKRAB  WeISER    TO    GoV.   HAMILTON,   1750. 

Lancaster^  May  the  4,  1750. 

Sir: 

I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  28  Aprill  last,  by  M'.  John 
Laurence,  with  the  inclosed  packet  of  the  Governor  of  New  York  to 
the  Governor  of  Pensilvania,  with  the  dispatches  of  that  Great  man 
•Waraghiyagee  to  his  Governor,  and  as  I  am  desired  to  give  my 
thoughts  about  it  to  his  Honour,  the  Govemer,  I  shall  not  trouble 
you  with  enlarging  in  this.  You  may  Easely  Call  to  mind  what  I  . 
allways  said  to  you  about  the  Administration  in  Indian  affair  of  our 
neighbours ;  this  is  a  prooff  thereof.  You  tell  me,  Sir,  that  you  waa 
Surprized  that  there  was  not  one  Word  in  My  letter  relating  to  the 
new  purchasi  I  hope  you  did  not  Expect  that  I  Should  Consult 
any  thing  about  with  the  Son  of  Skickelimy,  which  would  have  ben 
wrong,  but  If  it  was  because  no  answer  arrived  from  the  Six  Na- 
tions to  the  Belt  of  Wampum  the  Governor  gave  them  last  Sumer, 
I  am  Equally  Surprized,  but  am  apt  to  think  that  the  Council  of  the 
Six  nations  was  but  Summone*  thb  Spring,  because  I  heard  that 
most  of  the  Indians  that  have  been  down  with  us  last  Sumer,  Stayed 
all  Winter  upon  the  heads  of  Susquehanna  to  Hunt,  as  it  was  Hunt- 
ing time  before  they  paat  Shomokin.     I  Belief  it  to  be  true,  but  I 
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Still  Bzpeet  a  Messoager  from  Onondago  this  Sonier  with  an  anawer 
to  fclie  said  Belt. 

As  to  wbat  beloDgs  to  my  Survey  at  Mokomay  I  am  well  pleased 
witk  joor  answer,  and  am  obliged  to  yon  for  your  good  will  and 
affeetion. 

M**.  Crogban  Came  borne  bat  last  Moipday  nigbt  and  rested  but 
one  day,  and  so  Came  down  to  Lancastor.  Andrew  Montonr  oame 
down  with  bim  from  Obio  to  bis  bonse,  (1  mean  to  Mr.  Crogban's 
house)  and  did  Intont  to  go  to  Philadelphia  Some  time  next  week, 
and  is  Wanting  my  Company,  bnt  as  I  Expecting  you  np,  I  told  M'. 
Crogban  to  stop  Andrew  till  yon  Came,  which  would  be  on  the  15 
of  this  Instant  to  John  Harrises.  In  your  last  you  desire  me  not  to 
mention  it  to  any  Body  that  you  was  a  Coming  up,  but,  Sir,  in  yours 
of  last  week,  on  this  Subject  you  did  not  say  so,  and  therefore  I 
made  no  particular  privacy  of  it,  allthongb  I  don't  know  whether  I 
told  any  Body  of  It  till  I  Came  to  Lancaster,  before  I  received  your 
last  as  to  wbat  Concerns  M'.  Crogban  &  Andrew  Montour,  you  will 
receive  Information  of  M''.  Croghan  himself.  ^ 

In  Some  of  my  last  letters  you  was  Informed  of  Reading  afiairs, 
and  that  we  got  Water  at  52  or  3  feet.  I  hope  you  will  Come  that 
way,  and  be  at  my  bouse  on  Saturday  nigbt,  the  12  of  this  Instant, 
and  I  will  make  as  Well  Come  as  I  Can,  and  make  you  Governor  of 
my  place  as  long  as  you  will  please  to  Stay  with  us. 

I  Can  not  belp  Mentioning  to  you,  that  I  positively  Belief  that 
Warragbiyage  Squanders  a  great  deal  of  money  in  a  year,  wbiAi  the 
public  must  pay,  and  I  am  Satisfied  be  bas  not  wit  Enough  to  know 
the  Indians  thoroughly,  but  I  hope  be  does  not  fall  short  of  Honesty. 
I  bave  nothing  to  trouble  you  farther  witb  till  I  shall  have  the 
pleasure  to  see  you.  I  remain, 
Sir, 
your  well  known 

Servant, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 

To  Ricbard  Petors,  Esquire,  Secretary, 
at  Philadelphia. 

M'.  Weiser's  Lre  of  4  May,  1750. 
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Gov.  Ogle  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1750. 

May  20, 17&0. 
Sir: 

As  I  was  m  tbe  Gonntrj  when  T  receiyed  the  &voar  of  your  last 
Letter,  I  deferred  answering  it  till  the  meeting  of  our  Assembly 
that  I  might  have  the  Sense  of  the  Qentlemen  of  his  Lordship's 
Counsel  upon  the  Subject,  &  I  find  they  are  of  opinion  that  all  things 
considered,  it  is  unnecessary  to  be  at  the  Expense  &  trouble  of  ap- 
pointing Gommiss'*  to  settle  our  Boundaries  in  any  other  manner 
than  they  are  at  present  reputed.  As  their  is  so  much  reason  to  believe 
that  Commiss"  will  very  soon  be  appointed  by  his  Majesty  at  tbe 
Bequest  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  to  run  some  of  the  Lines  in 
Question  in  a  more  authentick  manner  than  we  can  pretend  to  do, 
besides  in  a  Letter  lately  received  from  L*  Baltimore,  he  acquaints 
us  that  it  is  expected  that  the  cause  between  him  &  tbe  Prop"  of 
Pensilfania  will  be  finaly  determined  in  a  few  Months. 

As  to  the  Inoonveniedcies  that  we  may  be  obliged  to  suffer  in  the 
meantime,  we  are  persuaded  that  fewer  will  offer  in  the  parts  you 
mention,  as  they  are  mostly  uninhabited  than  in  the  other  parts  that 
are  better  peopled,  as  your  people  make  no  Scruples  of  coming  into 
the  Bounds  of  our  Province  in  express  violation  of  his  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council,  as  in  the  Case  of  the  Sub-Sherif  of  Chester  County, 
in  what  I  must  take  the* Liberty  to  Say  that  you  did  not  do  us  the 
Justice  that  this  Govern^  thought  we  had  all  the  Reason  in  the  world 
to  expect. 

Afler  all  was  it  even  So  necessary  to  run  the  temporary  Line  to 
the  utmost  Extent  of  this  Province,  you  must  be  Sensible  that  there 
are  Some  Difficulties  that  could  not  be  easily  got  over  without  his 
Majesty's  Interposition,  as  the  greatest  part  of  it,  as  it  now  stands, 
was  run  exparte  by  the  Commiss'*  of  Pensilvania  without  the  Con- 
currence of  those  of  Maryland,  &  all  of  it  so  contrary  to  the  Agree- 
ment of  our  Proprietors,  confirmed  by  his  Majesty,  that  this  Gk>vem* 
never  thought  themselves  at  Liberty  to  confirm  what  was  done,  tho' 
it  has  been  acquiesced  under,  out  of  a  Desire  of  peace,  in  hopes  that 
affaires  would  have  been  finally  Settled  before  this  time. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  5  degrees  of  .Longitude,  I  appre- 
hend that  the  Gentlemen  of  Virginia  have  very  diffierent  Sentiments 
upon  the  Subject,  however  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  further  into 
that  Affair  at  present,  I  shall  only  assure  you  that  no  Body  is  more 
desirous  than  myself  to  see  all  our  Disputes  ended  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, or  can  be  with  more  Sincerity  &  Respect. 
Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

&  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  OGLE. 
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Letter  from  GoTonior  Ogle,  dated  20<*>  May,  1750.    ReoeiTed  if^ 
Jalj,  1750. 

Bead  in  Coancil  dl*«  July,  1750. 


To  Lbwis  Evans,*  bkspbcting  a  Map,  1750. 

Initmcthnt,  dx. 

The  End  of  your  Journey  is  to  gain  Intelligenee  of  the  Sontheni 
ft  Western  Bounds  of  PensyWania^  where  not  yet  settled,  for  per- 
forming which  ohserre, 

To  repair  to  Gonegoge,  k  from  thence  to  the  Kittatinni  Moun- 
tains, at  the  End  of  the  Temporary  Line,  ohserve  there  how  far  it 
is  from  the  Potowmack,  k  if  that  Line  was  continued,  whether  it 
would  touch  Potomack  or  not. 

From  the  End  of  the  Temporary  Line,  make  the  best  Passage 
you  can  amongst  the  Branches  of  Potowmack  to  the  Head  Fountain 
thereof,  observing  here  and  elsewhere  the  courses  of  the  several 
Branches,  the  Ridges  of  the  Mountains  and  the  Quality  of  the  Soil. 

From  Sasquehanna,  Westward  to  the  Head  Fountain  of  Potomack, 
get  all  the  Information  possible  of  the  Courses  of  the  several 
Streams;  Roads  as  now  occupied,  or  as  may  be  improved  for  any  par- 
ticular Advantage  that  you  can  get  Intelligence  of. 

Minute  down  any  Intelligence  you  can  procure  of  Metals  or  Min- 
erals in  this  or  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  that  may  in  any  manner 
affect  the  Proprietary  Interest. 

Be  very  careful  to  lose  no  opportunity  for  observing  Latitude,  and 
preaerre  the  Minutes  of  your  Observations. 

Be  very  particular  in  your  Maps  about  every  Article  directed  to 
your  Enquiry,  making  separate  Draughts  where  Occasion  requires  a 
more  particular  Detail. 

Minute  the  Settlements  that  may  interfere  with  the  Proprietary 
Claim,  as  Gresop's  Store,  &c. 

If  q>portunity  offers,  procure  a  Copy  of  my  Lord  Fairfax's  divid- 
ing Line  with  Virginia. 

Get  informed  of  the  Stock  and  Scheme  of  the  Virginia  C*.,  trad- 
ing to  Ohio,  and  what  Disadvantages  they  labour  under,  or  advanta- 
ges they  now  or  hereafter  may  enjoy  more  than  we  from  their  Situa- 
tion- 
Make  separate  Descriptions  of  all  the  considerable  Rivera,  their 

*  This  paper  is  indorsed  "  Copy  Lewis  Eyans's  proposal."  He  published  a 
Hap  about  1764-6, — ^with  a  printed  aoooant  of  the  Coontry — ^both  of  which 
tre  in  the  Philadelphia  library.  The  information  for  it  was  probably  thus 
obtuned  at  pablio  Bzpense,  see  p.  60.  He  issued  proposals  for  a  map,  in 
1748. 
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Qoantity  of  Water,  Falls,  what  Navigation  tbej  are  capable  of,  and 
*Wbat  Portages  tbere  are  from  them  to  other  Rivers. 

By  all  safe  Conveyanoes  send  Aoooants  of  yonr  Proceedings. 

Observe  tbat  Part  which  lies  Southward  of  the  Temporary  Line, 
Northward  of  Lat.  39  Degrees,  and  Westward  of  the  Meredian  of 
Potowmack,  the  Quality  of  the  Soil,  &o. 

The  Parts  about  Allegeni  River  and  its  Branches,  where,  you  will 
judge  the  Province  may  extend  to,  be  very  particular  in  the  beecrip* 
tion  of,  as  there  may  be  occasion  hereafter  to  limit  it  by  a  meridian 
Line,  or  by  a  Line  of  like  Shape  with  the  Eastern  Bounds. 

If  possible,  get  Sight  of  Lake  Erie,  and  of  some  Place,  in  this 
Province,  convenient  for  establishing  a  Trade  thereon.  View  the 
Materials  and  be  fully  informed  of  every  Conveniency  and  Inconve- 
nienoy  attending  it. 

In  all  Parts  beyond  the  Allegeni  Mountains,  Observe  the  Soil, 
Branches  and  Rivers,  the  Portages,  Indian  Towns,  Places  fit  for 
building  Forts  and  Trading  Houses,  Lines  of  Communication  with 
other  Parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  where  the  most  advantageous 
Settrement  may  be  made  upon  Ground  that  the  Indians  may  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  release. 

Observe  also,  but  with  proper  Caution,  what  Mines  of  Iron,  Cop- 
per, Lead  and  Coal  have  been  found;  what  Quarries  of  Millstones, 
Grindstones  and  Limestones  lye  convenient  for  any  future  Settle- 
ment, and  what  conveniency  there  may  be  for  furnishing  t|^em  with 
Salt  &  Sugar. 

Extend  yonr  Maps  as  far  as  you  can,  from  your  own  and  others 
observations,  minding  to  distinguish  the  Degrees  of  Credit  that  dif- 
ferent Parts  deserve. 

When  your  Journey  is  completed.  Reduce  your  Minutes  into  one 
connected  Description,  and  deliver  the  same  to  us. 

In  yonr  Return,  choose  that  Rout  which  will  give  you  the  best 
opportunity  of  Intelligence  of  the  Articles  above  directed  to  your 
Enquiry. 

If  it  happens  that  you  should  not  be  able  to  go  to  Ohio  by  the 
Branches  of  the  Potowmack  and  Mohungahalo,  you  must  use  your 
Discretions  in  contriving  the  best  Rout  you  can  for  gaining  the  neces- 
sary intelligence,  and  if  possible  return  that  way. 

In  your  Course  of  making  the  foregoine  observations,  make  Ex- 
cursions in  adjacent  Parts,  as  you  shall  judce  necessary  for  prevent- 
ing any  Suspicion  of  your  being  employed  by  us. 

For  your  better  Intelligence,  and  for  the  safety  of  your  Person,  it 
will  be  necesary  to  prevent  any  Supicion  of  your  Design,  and  for 
those  Reasons  we  order  that  you  employ  any  Trader  you  shall  think 
proper  to  accompany  you  from  one  Indian  Town  to  another,  and  to 
allow  him  what  you  can  agree  for,  any  Loss  it  would  be  to  his  Trade^ 
in  going  out  of  his  way. 
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0$ndiitons. 

Tbat  I  have  for  my  Time,  Trouble  aad  Report  one  hnndred . 
Guineas  and  my  travelling  Expenoes;  besides  my  Outset  of  Provitt- 
ionsy  Medioines,  &c.,  and  what  I  shall  pay  others  for  their  Attend- 
ance, Assistance  and  Company. 

That  if  I  should  be  put  under  necessity  to  quit,  or  by  Accident 
to  loose  any  of  my  Instruments  or  my  Horse,  I  or  my  Executora 
shall  be  paul  for  them,  according  to  the  Value  set  upon  them  before 
my  Departure. 

That  if  I  should  dye,  be  killed  or  detained  a  Prisoner  in  the 
Journey,  my  Executors  or  Attorneys  shall  be  paid  the  above  Sums 
as  fully  as  if  I  had  completed  what  I  am  employed  in. 

That  if  I  should  be  taken  Prisoner,  I  may  use  all  reasonable 
means  at  the  Proprietaries  Charee  to  procure  my  Release,  and  if  I 
should  be  sent  to  Canada,  Louisiana  or  France,  a  reasonable  allow* 
anoe  shall  be  made  ma  for  my  Time  and  Trouble. 

Copy  Lewis  Evans's  Proposals,  26  Jun^,  1750: 


Gov.  Hamilton  to  Justicbs  of  Cumbebland,  1750. 

Gentlemen : 

M'.  Peters  has  laid  before  me  your  Proceedings  in  the  affair  of  the 
removal  of  the  Trespassers  in  the  unpurchased  Lands,  which  I  ap- 
prove of,  &  after  thanking  you  for  the  commendable  zeal  shewed  by 
yon  in  the  execution  of  this  necessary  ^  serviceable  work,  I  must 
reeommend  it  to  you  to  return  all  the  Recognizances  to  this  session, 
in  order  y^  if  the  offenders  do  not  appear  their  Default  may  be  re- 
corded, And  then  the  Clerk  must  take  care  to  send  the  forfeited 
Recognizances  up  to  the  Supreme  Court^  that  Process  may  issue 
thereon. 

I  am  thinking  lor  the  better  pretJInUon  or  Detection  of  those  who 
shall  presume  after  this  to  Settle  in  those  parts,  to  get  some  proper 
persons  to  reside  there  at  convenient  distances,  &  to  give  them  orders 
to  inform  the  Magistrates  ye  moment  they  observe  any  body  settling 
&  doubt  not  your  care  to  countenance  &  receive  such  Information 
&  to  do  every  thine  in  your  power  to  keep  off  any  Settlers  there.  I 
am  w**  great  regard, 

Gentlemen. 

Goveroor'B  Lre  to  Justices  of  Cumberland,  13  July,  1750.* 


•  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  V.  p.  461. 
Vol.  II.— 3 
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Wm.  Tbbnt  to  R.  Peters,  1750. 

Lancaster,  Sunday  NooD| 
Julj  22-,  1750. 

Sir: 

Jast  before  I  left  Town  you  told  me  that  you  would  send  some 
Marriage  &  Traders'  Jjy censes.  I*m  affraid  my  Mother  has  forgot 
tell  me  if  yon  have  sent  them,  please  to  send  to  my  Mother's  for 
them. 

John  Potts  is  just  arrived  from  Allegheny,  who  says  some  time 
before  he  come  away  two  Men  belonging  to  one  James  Young  went 
from  a  place  called  Uochocken,  about  three  Hundred  Miles  from 
the  Logs  Town  to  the  Twigtwees  Country,  for  Skins,  they  staying 
longer  than  was  expected,  their  Master  sent  after  them.  They  found 
the  Horses  &  Saddles,  all  the  Buckles  cut  from  the  Saddles,  but  the 
Men  were  gone,  eitber  killed  or  taken  by  the  French  or  Indians, 
supposed  to  be  done  by  the  Ottaways.  If  this  be  true,  as  I  bclicvo 
It  is,  it  would  be  a  good  opportunity  (as  the  Indians  must  be  at  War 
with  Some  Body)  to  make  a  peace  oetwixt  our  Indians  and  the 
Carolina  Indians  &  Set  them  both  on  the  French  Indians.  I  expect 
to  Sleep  at  Harris's  ferry  to-night,  I  come  this  Morning  from  tke 
White  Horse.     I  am 

your  most  obe*  humb.  Serv«, 

WILLIAM  TRENT. 

Directed. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  In  Philadelphv 

Indorsed. 

Capt.  Trent's  Lre,  22*  July,  1750. 


Deposition   of  Bekja.   Swoope — Riot   at   Election   in 
Y'oRK  County,  1760. 

Benj"  Shwoope,  of  York  Town,  Sw'n,  on  being  Examin'd,  Saith, 
That  he  was  one  of  the  Inspectors  at  the  late  Election ;  That  the 
Election  was  begun  &  carried  on  by  the  Sheriff  in  a  peaceable  Man- 
ner, for  the  Space  of  aV  an  hour  &  i,  when  a  Riott  happened,  and 
the  Sheriff  went  out,  and  having  quieted  it  returned;  That  as  the 
Exam^  Saw  Several,  5  or  6  Men,  one  of  whom  belonged  to  Marsh 
Creek,  with  Clubs,  in  a  riotous  manner,  this  Exam^  supposed  they 
were  the  Cause  of  this  first  Riott ;  That  very  soon  after  the  Sheriff 
returned  another  Riott  happened,  and  the  Sheriff  went  out  a  Second 
time,  telling  this  Exam*  he  would  endeavour  to  quell  it,  and  this 
Exam*  desired  him  not  to  go  least  he  should  receive  Some  hurt ;  That 
this  Exam'  observed  a  general  fighting  among  the  people,  Several 
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were  knock'd.down,  bat  at  last  tbe  Dutch  prevailed  and  oame  in  a 
body  to  the  Namber  of  150,  as  this  Exam*  belieTes,  about  the 
House,  where  the  Election  had  been  carried  on,  when  the  Shoriff 
went  oot  the  8'  time  to"* quiet  the  Tumult,  a  Stop  was  put  to  the 
Election,  and  the  Box  wherein  the  Tickets  were  put  was  lock'd  up' 
bj  the  Sheriff  before  he  went  out.  Upon  the  Sheriff  returning  the 
Box  was  put  on  the  Table,  and  the  Exam*  asked  the  Sheriff  if  he 
would  proceed  in  the  Election,  he  answered  be  would  proceed  in  aV 
half  an  hour,  when  the  Tumult  was  a  little  over,  but  that  at  present 
be  could  not  proceed,  or  to  that  Effect ;  that  this  Affirm*,  from  the 
Window,  told  the  people  if  they  would  be  easy  the  Election  would 
be  opened  by  and  by,  but  tbe  people  behaved  in  a  tumultuous,  dis- 
orderly manner,  and  threatened  in  the  German  Language  that  if 
tbeir  Tickets  were  not  taken  in  immmediately  they  would  break  open 
tbe  Door,  the  Sheriff  all  this  time  walking  about  the  House  under 
a  great  deal  of  Concern,  that  the  Exam*  again  pressed  the  Sheriff  to 
go  on  with  the  Election,  otherwise  the  people  would  break  in,  and 
they  should  be  ruined,  but  the  Sheriff  replied  that  he  would  not  open 
tbe  Election  that  Night,  and  immediately  turned  from  this  Exam* 
io  that  this  Exam*  heard  no  other  Words.  Being  asked  whether 
the  Sheriff  added  any  thing  further,  this  Exam*  answered  he  might 
for  onght  he  knows,  but  the  noise  &  Confusion^  was  such  that  this 
Exam*  did  not  bear  them,  thereupon  this  Exam*  went  and  told  the 
people  in  Dutch  they  might  go  home,  for  tLcre  would  be  no  more  Elec- 
tion that  Night,  the  people  answered  they  had  as  ffood  a  right  to 
vote  as  those  who  bad  voted  before,  that  tbey  would  Vote,  and  begun 
to  tear  down  tbe  Windows,  and  attempted  to  break  tbe  Door,  and 
behaved  very  disorderly,  thereupon  this  Exam*  again  endeavofired 
to  persuade  the  Sheriff  to  go  on  with  the  Election,  telling  bim  if  he 
did  not  there  was  danger  of  their  being  all  killed,  but  be  refused, 
but  said  he  would  take  tbe  Box  into  a  private  Room,  and  draw  it^ 
and  tbe  Affirm*  said  he  would  not  be  present  at  the  reading  these 
Tickets,  for  the  Tickets  were  not  half  taken  in,  this  Exam*  endeav- 
oured again  to  appease  tbe  people,  and  on  returning  from  the 
Window  he  found  the  Sheriff  was  gone ;  the  Sheriff  being  gone  tbe 
Coroner  got  upon  the  Table  and  Sat  on  the  Box,  (which  was  lock'd) 
then  It  was  proposed  to  go  on  with  the  Election,  but  it  was  Said  the 
Sheriff  should  first  be  sent  for,  and  it  was  intended  that  M^ 
Minshall  should  go  to  the  Sheriff,  but  before  he  went  it  was  said  the 
Sheriff  was  coming,  and  that  tbe  people  without  would  not  sufer  him  to 
come  in,  then  M''.  Ryland  said  be  would  go  for  bim  himself,  and 
M'.  Minshall  Said  he  would  go  with  bim,  and  tbey  went  out  and 
returned  and  said  the  Sheriff  would  not  come,  thereupon  Nicholas 
Byland  Said  he  would  go  on  with  the  Election,  and  a  Box  was  pro- 
vided and  3  more  Judges  were  sworn,  and  2  Clerks,  that  of  the  7 
Inspectors  only  John  Hussey,  Andrew  Shriver  &  this  Exam*  re* 
mained ;  then  tbe  Inspectors  took  in  Tickets  and  tbe  Election  waa 
carried  on  til  the  Dark  of  tbe  Evening,  and  then  it  was  proposed  to 
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send  for  tbe  Sheriff,  that  the  Tickets  might  be  read  off  in  his  pms* 
ence,  and  this  Exam*  and  John  Smith  Said  thej  would  go  for  the 
Sheriff,  but  tho'  this  Exam*  went  to  the  Sheriff  he  did  not  ask  him 
to  go  to  the  reading  of  the  Tickets^  being  tired  went  home,  but 
was  afterwards  prevailed  on  to  assist  at  the  reading  the  Tickets^  that 
when  this  Exam*  went  to  the  reading  the  Tickets  the  Boxes  were  in 
the  possession  of  Sam^  Underwood,  John  Day  and  Leonard  Lyst^ 
and  none  of  the  Inspectors  were  present;  that  the  Sheriff's  Box 
was  lock*d,  and  tbe  other  l^z  was  not  lock'd,  but  that  Nicholas 
Ryland  took  a  Key  out  of  his  pookett  with  which  Key  Sam*  Under* 
wood  opened  the  Sheriff's  Box. 

BENJ.  SWOOPB. 
Indorsed, 

Examination  of  Benjamin  Schwop,  of  York,  taken  in  Connelly 
Monday,  ye  8^**  8ber,  1750,  touching  the  Tumults  at  the  late  York 
Election.* 


Extract  from  thb  Proobedinob  of  the  Lower  House  of 
AgSBMBLY,  N.  Y.,  1760. 

Thursday  Morning,  May  12**,  1748. 

The  house  taking  into  Consideration  the  Letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  Pensilvania  to  the  Governor,  and  other  Papers  relating  to 
.  Indian  Affairs,  Resolved  that  Inasmuch  as  there  has  been  lately  an 
Expensive  Treaty  of  Peace  Settled  with  this  Province  and  the  Sx 
Nations  of  Indians  which  this  House  cannot  from  the  said  Papers 
Apprehend  the  least  Danger  of  their  Violating  or  Infringing,  there- 
fore We  oannot  Agree  to  burthen  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Provinee 
with  any  further  Charge  relating  to  the  said  Indians. 

Copy,  J.  ROSS,  CI.  Com.f 


Returns  of  Iron  Furnace?,  &c.,  in  Penns'a,  1750. 

To  the  Hon"'  James  Hamilton,  Esq'.,  Lieuten.  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pensilvania,  &  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  k  Sus- 
sex, on  Delaware. 

I,  Joseph  Hart,  High  Shcr.  of  ye  County  of  Bucts,  in  the  s* 
Province,  in  Obedience  to  Your  Honour's  Proclamation,  dated  tbe 
16**  Day  of  August  last  past.  Do  humbly  Certifie  &  make  known 
to  Your  Honour,  that  after  diligent  Inquiry  by  me,  made  thronghout 

*  See  Ool.  Rec.  Vol.  V.,  p.  468. 

t  See  Col.  1  eo.  Vol.  V.,  p.  484.     Oct.  10,  1760. 
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nj  Bailiwick,  I  find  there  are  no  Mills,  or  Engins  for  Slittiof;  ft 
Rolling  of  Iron,  or  Plating  forge  to  Work  with,  a  Tilt  Hammer 
or  Furnace  for  making  of  Steel,  which  were  Erected  within  the 
Coantj  of  Bucks  Af>,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  laat,  or  at 
any  time  since  to  my  knowledge,  All  which  is  humbly  Submitted  to 
Tour  Honour. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal  at  Newtown,  in  the  County  of  Bu^ks, 
the  Tweotyeth  day  of  September,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  Seven- 
teen hondred  and  fifty,  And  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Year  of  his 
Majesties  Reign. 

[L.  8.]  f  JOSEPH  HART,  Sher. 

hdorted. 

Certificate  of  Joseph  Hart,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Budcs,  thai 
there  is  no  Slitting  Miilj  ftc.^  within  the  said  County. 


To  the  honourable  James  Hamilton,   Esquire^  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nonr  of  the  Province  of  Penstlvania. 

Hay  it  please  the  Oovernonr : 

Ab  I  am  a  Proprietor  of  a  Furnace  for  making  Steel,  in  ObecB* 
ence  to  your  Honour's  Proclamation,  I  present  the  Condition  thereof 
aa  follows :  ^ 

It  was  built  in  the  Year  1747,  on  a  Lot  the  North  West  Comer 
ef  Walaut  Street  and  the  Eighth  Street  of  Delaware  Front  ia  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Province  of  Pensilvania.  It  had  beea 
irorkt  at^  and  was  in  good  Working  Order  on  the  24^  Day  of  June, 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty :  JThere  being  then  on  the 
Spot  Wood,  Coal,  Iron,  the  converting  Ingredients  and  other  Articles 
proper  for  making  Steel. 

The  Property  is  absolutely  in  Me,  as  I  am  ready  to  produce  my 
Deed  for  the  Ground,  &  the  Testimony  of  the  Workmen  who  erected 
it  for  me. 

STEPHEN  PASCHALL. 

Sep',  18, 1750.  .       .  ^ 

InJaned. 
Stephen  Paschall's  Steel  Furnace. 

Lewis  Evans,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Gent.,  on  his  Solemn 
Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  doth  declare.  That  about  two  or  three 

*  These  are  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  Council  Becem'r  22,  1769.  19 
yenrt  after  being  obtained  It  is  thought  best  to  introdnqe  them  here  under 
their  appropriate  dates.  ^ 
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Tears  ago,  He  was  in  the  Buildingi  oomiDOQij  called  Stephen 
Pasobars  Steel  Furnace,  near  Walnut  Street,  in  Philadelphia,  Where, 
be  saw  the  Furnace  with  Fire  therein,  and  a  Man  tending  the  Fire, 
with  whom  he  had  Some  Discourse,  As  about  how  long  the  Bat«h  or 
Fire  had  been  in,  and  Some  other  Things  about  Steel,  wherewith  ho 
Supposed  the  Furnace  then  charged.  That  tho'  he  had  not  then  an 
Opportunity  to  look  so  much  into  the  Furnace  as  to  see  the  Iron,  he 
made  no  Doubt  but  that  thej  were  then  converting  Iron  into  Steel,  as 
he  was  preyiouslj  informed  by  the  s*  Paschal  of  his  Design  of  Erect- 
ing a  Steel  Furnace,  and  did  soon  after  enquire  &  was  informed  by 
him^of  his  Success  therein  ;  which  the  Deponent  was  the  more  curi- 
ous to  know,  as  he  thought  it  the  first  Attempt  of  the  said  Paschal 
to  make  Steel  in  the  large  Way.  And  the  Deponent  further  de- 
clares, That  from  the  said  Time  to  the  24^^  of  June,  1750,  &  until 
this  Day,  the  said  Building,  with  the  Furnace  therein,  was  standing 
as  a  Furnace  for  making  Steel  &  not  for  any  other  Use.  And  further 
this  Deponent  saith  not. 

LEWIS  EVANS. 
Philad*,  Sep*  20,  1750. 


Jacob  Shoemaker,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Spinning  Wheel 
Maker,  one  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  on  his  Solemn  Affirmation 
doth  declare.  That  in  the  Year  1747  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
Stephen  Paschals  Erecting  a  Steel  Furnace  near  the  North  Side  of 
Walnut  Street,  in  the  s*  City,  and  hath  seen  Fire  burning  therein, 
and  blistered  Iron  drawn  out  thereof,  proved  and  foond  to  be  Steel. 
And  the  said  Affirmant  further  declares  that  the  said  Steel  Works, 
Furnace  or  Oven  has  been,  to  his  Knowledge  Standing  from  that 
Time  to  this  Day. 

JACOB  SHOEMAKEB, 

Philad%  Sep'  20, 1750. 


Thomas  Shoemaker,  of  the  City  of  Philad*,  Carpenter,  one  of  the 
People  called  Quakers,  On  his  solemn  Affirmation  doth  declare, 
That  in  1747  he  erected  the  Building  or  House  enclosing  the  Steel 
Furnace  of  Stephen  Paschal,  near  the  North  West  Corner  of  Wal- 
nut &  the  Eighth  Street,  in  the  said  City ;  That  he  hath  sev*  Times 
seen  Fire  burning  therein,  and  a  Proof  Bar  brought  for  Trial  of  the 
Steel  made  therein ;  and  blistered  Iron  said  to  be  Steel  brought  out 
thereof.  And  that  to  his  Knowledge  the  said  Furnace  or  Oven  hath 
been  standing  for  making  Steel,  &  no  other  Use  from  (hat  Time  to 
this  Day. 

THOS.  SHOEMAKER. 

Philad-,  Sep'  20, 1750. 
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Be  it  kncmn  ih&t  before  me,  Thomas  Lawrenoey  Eaq%  Bbyor  of 
the  Citj  of  Philadelphia,  oame  Lewis  Evans,  Jacob  Shoemaker^ 
&  Tho^.  Shoemaker,  Persons  of  good  Credit  &  worthy  of  Belief,  who 
were  reBpeotirely  sworn  &  affirmed  io  the  above  Affidavits.  As  Wit* 
ness  mj  Hand  &  Seal  this  20'^  of  Sep%  1750. 

THOS.  LAWRENCE,  May. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania : 
May  it  Please  the  Governor, 

On  Becoit  of  yosr  Honour's  Proclamation,  relating  to  Slitting 
Mill,  &c*,  I  immediately  publishd  it,  and  made  it  my  Business  to 
esquire  whether  there  were  within  this  County  any  such  mills  as 
are  there  described,  and  on  the  strictest  Enquiry,  I  do  hereby  cer- 
tify to  your  Honour,  that  there  is  not  within  the  County  of  Lan- 
caster any  Mill  or  Engine  for  Slitting  or  Rolling  of  Iron,  or  any 
Plating  Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt  Hammer,  or  Furnace  for  making 
Steel.  Witnass  my  Hand  and  Seal,  this  Third  Day  of  September, 
in  the  Year  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Elfty. 

ANDREW  WORK,  Sheriff,    [l.  b.] 

In€hr$ed — ''Andrew  Work,  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County^  his 
Certificate  of  no  Mill  or  Engine,  &o''.,  being  therein."  « 


In  Obedience  to  the  Comand  of  the  Hon''*  James  Hamilton, 
Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Governor  &  Comander  in  Chief  of  The  Province 
of  rensylvania,  fto.,  (By  a  Proelamation  of  the  Sixteenth  day  of 
August  last  Past,  Under  the  Governor's  Hand  &  the  Great  Seal  of 
the  s*  Province,  Requiring  and  Comanding  The  Sheriff  of  Every 
County  in  the  s*  Province  respectively  on- or  before  the  Twenty- first 
day  of  Septemb',  Instant,  to  appear  before  him  at  the  City  of  Philad*, 
and  then  and  there,  by  Writings  Under  their  Hands  &  Seals,  to 
Certifie  &  make  Known  to  him  Every  Mill  or  Engine  for  Silting 
k  Rolling  of  Iron,  Every  Plating  Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt 
Hammer,  And  Every  ffumace  for  making  of  Steel,  which 
were  Erected  Within  their  Respective  Counties,  on  the  Twenty- 
fourth  day  of  June  last  Past,  And  the  Place  &  Places  where  the 
Were  Erected,  with  the*Name  of  their  Reputed  Proprietor  or 
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Proprietors^  And  the  Oconpiers  of  them  &  Every  of  them.  And 
Whether  they  or  any  of  them  Were  Used  on  the  Twenty-foarth  day 
of  Jane  or  not,  as  they  &  Each. of  them  will  answer  the  Contrary  at 
ihcir  Perrili)--!  do  Hnmbly  Certifie  that  William  Branson,  of  the 
City  of  Philad*,  is  Owner  &  Oocnpier  of  a  ifamaco  for  the  making  of 
Steel,  Erected  within  the  City  of  Philad%  which  was  in  Use  on  or 
before  the  Twenty-fourth  day  of  June  Last  Past,  And  that  Stephen 
Pasoball,  of  the  said  City,  is  Owner  &  Occupier  of  a  ffumace  for  the 
Making  of  Steel,  Erected  within  the  City  of  Philad*,  Afores*,  which 
was  in  Use  on  or  before  the  Twenty-foarth  day  of  June  list,  And 
that  John  Hall,  of  the  County  of  Philad%  is  Owner  of  a  Plating 
Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt  Hammer,  Erected  in  the  Townsbtp  of 
Biberry,  in  the  County  afores*,  which  fforge  is  at  Present  much  Im- 
paired &  Decayed,  and  has  not  been  in  Use  for  Twelve  months  Past. 
The  above  Contains  a  true  Account  of  all  the  Mills,  Engines, 
*  Ifbrges  &  ffurnaces  within  my  Bailiwick.  Witness  my  Hand  &  Seal 
in  Pbilad*,  the  Sixteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  Twenty-fourth 
Year  of  His  Majesties  Reign,  Anno  1750. 

EICH"^  SEWELL,  Shff.    [l.  s] 
Philad*  County. 

The  nineteenth  day  of  May. — Before  me,  William  Parr,  One  of 
his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  came  the  within  named  Richard  Sewell,  and  acknow- 
ledged the  within  Written  Instrument  of  Declaration  to  be  his  Act 
and  deed  and  desired  the  same  may  be  recorded  as  such,  according  to 
Law.  Witness  my  hand  and  Seal  the  day  and  Year  first  above- 
written. 

WILL.  PARR. 

Recorded,  in  the  Office  for  recording  of  Deeds  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  in  &ok  I.,  Vol.  5,  pase  460,  &o. 
[seal.]  Certified  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  Office,  this  7^**  Au- 
gust, 1769.  WILL.  PARR,  Rec*^. 
5—6.  Record*,  Certificate,  Seal,  Ac.,  &c. 

Indorsed— Cerii&CBte  of  Richard  Sewell,  SheriflF  of  Philadelphia 
County,  of  all  the  Mills,  Engines,  &o^.,  in  the  Coanty  aforesaid  for 
Slitting  &  Rolling  Iron,  &  Furnaces  for  Making  Steel.'' 

Recording,  5-6. 

Ent<  in  the  Minutes  rf  Council  of  the  22«  of  Deoember,  1761^,  in 
Council  Book  U. 
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To  the  HoDoarable  James  HamiltoD,  ^^sq'..  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania,  and 
Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  on  Dekware. 

I,  John  Owen,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Chester,  in  the  said  Pro- 
vince, do  Certify  and  make  known  That  there  is  but  one  Mill  or 
Engine  for  Slitting  and  rolling  Iron  within  the  County  aforesaid, 
whieh  Js  situate  in  Thornbury  Township,  and  was  Erected  in  Ihe 
Tear  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  forty  Six,  by  John  Taylor, 
the  present  Proprietor  thereof,  who,  with  his  Servants  and  workmen, 
has  ever  Since,  untill  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  last.  Used  and 
Occupied  the  Same.  And  I  do  hereby  further  certify,  that  there  is 
not  any  Plateing  fforge  to  work  with  a  Tilt  Hammer,  nor  any  ffur- 
nace  for  making  of  Steel  within  the  said  County  of  Chester.  la 
Witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seal,  this  eigh- ' 
teenth  day  of  September,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
Seven  Hundred  and  fifty. 

JOHN  OWEN,  Sheriff,    [l.  s.] 

Indorsed — <<  Certificate  of  John  Owen,  Sheriff  of  Chester  County 
of  the  Slitting  Mills,  &c^.,  therein.'^ 


Gov.  Oglb  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1750. 

16«*  Octo%  1750. 
Sir: 

Tour  Favour  of  the  20*^  of  last  Month,  with  the  Papers  contain- 
ing Copies  of  Messages  from  vthe  Ohio  Indians  and  their  Allies, 
which  I  received  a  rew  Days  ago,  I  laid  this  Day  before  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  Council,  Who  are  truly  sensible  of  the  Importance  of 
the  Friendship  of  ^ese  Indians ;  But  as  It  is  not  practicable  for 
Us  by  Our  Authority  only  to  raise  Money  for  such  Services,  and  as 
Our  Assembly  is  not  to  meet  until  some  time  in  the  next  Spring, 
and  even  then  I  am  afraid  very  little  can  be  expected  from  them, 
having  pressed  them  before  by  Message  upon  the  same  Subject,  but 
to  no  purpose,  as  You'l  perceive  by  the  inclosed  Copy  of  their  An- 
swer to  me ;  I  can  only  express  my  Concern  that  it  is  not  in  my 
Power  to  contribute  to  so  necessary  an  Affair  otherwise  than  by 
assuring  You  I  shall  make  Use  of  every  Opportunity  I  can  think 
mav  be  favourable  to  promote  his  Majesty's  service  and  Our  Corn- 
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mon  Safety,  and  to  keep  up  that  good  CorrespondeDce  with  Iho 
Indians  which  is  so  necessary  to  Us  all. 
I  am,  S', 

Your  most  Obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

SAM :  OGLE.* 

Indoned—^^  Governor  Ogle's  Letter,  16**  8ber,  1760." 


Pres.  Lbb  to  Gov'b  Hamilton,  1750. 

•  Williamsburg,  Oc.  22, 1750. 

Sir: 

I  this  moment  reo'd  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  20^  of  last 
month,  with  the  inclosed  papers.  I  am  very  much  of  your  opinion, 
isnd  I  will  loose  no  oocasion  y^  offers  to  effect  what  you  so  justly 
think  reasonable.  I  have  the  same  advice  from  Gover' Glen  of 
South  Carolina,  with  respect  to  the  Southern  Ind"* :  he  oomplains  of 
the  Northern  Indians  Scftting  their  Indians  to  war  with  one  another, 
and  proposes  to  have  a  General  Peace  with  all  the  Indians,  North 
&  South,  the  nert  Summer,  at  Fredericksburg.  I  had  this  in  my 
tho'ts  when  I  moved  for  the  Kings  present,  to  the  Six  Nations,  and 
the  Indians  on  the  Ohio^  and  w*  I  have  an  answer  from  the  Council  at 
Onontagoe,  by  M'.  Weiser^  and  the  time  the  Indian^  set  for  the 
meeting  at  Fredericksburg,  I  will  desire  your  assistance  at  that 
meeting,  in  order  to  effect  that  good  purpose.  It  will  be  my  desire  to 
make  that  present  avail  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Colony s.  M%  Glen 
Justly  Observes,  y^  the  French  are  united  in  their  Councils,  which 
gives  them  advantages,  that  they  cou'd  not  have  if  the  Kings 
Governors  on  the  Contin*  were  to  act  on  the  Same  principle,  which 
I  hope  will  be  the  case^  from  the  good  dispositions  I  Observe  on  the 
present  Occasion.  I  was  unwilling  to  miss  this  first  opportunity  to 
assure  you  of  my  zeal  in  this  business,  which  I  think  is  so  much 
for  His  Majesty's  Service,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most"  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  LEE.t 

Indorsed. 
President  Lee's  Letter  to  Gov'  Hamilton^  22'  8ber,  1750. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.,  p.  464-5.     f  S««  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.,  p.  408-4. 
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Rich'd  Pbters  to  Prbsidbnt  of  ViBa'A,  1750. 

Sir:  ^  V   • 

The  Governor  being  obliged  to  go  to  his  other  Oovemment  the 
moment  the  Assembly  finished  here,  he  gave  it  me  in  charge,  if  the 
YirgiDia  Post  should  oome  in  his  absence,  to  send  jon  copies  of  the 
Messages  &  other  Papers  necessary  to  convey  a  just  Information  of 
the  Sitoation  of  Indian  affairs,  which  have  taken  a  surprising  TurUi 
that  may  give  his  Majesties  Government  abundance  of  Trouble. 

My  Hurry  made  me  leave  out  a  necessary  Paper  when  I  made  up 
the  last  Padcet,  I  mean  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  when  the  Gover- 
nor laid  before  the  Board  the  Twightwees  Message,  which  will  serve 
to  show  that  though  it  was  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania only,  yet  it  was  really  designed  for  ^all  his  Majesties  Govern- 
ments. 

My  conference  with  Broken  Kettle,  an  Ohio  Indian,  who  came  to 
me  at  M'.  Cjophan's.  on  his  way  to  Col.  Cresop's,  was  approved  by 
the  Governor  &  Council,  &  is,  I  assure  you,  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
SeDtiments  of  the  Proprietaries  &  every  thinking  Man  in  ye  Gover- 
ment,  for  tho'  Traders  of  different  Provinces  will  be  jealous  of 
one  another,  &  be  led  by  a  mistaken  notion*  of  Trade,  or  by  a  Regard 
to  private  Interest,  to  do  ill  offices  to  each  other,  yet  the  larger  the 
Tnde  is  &  ye  more  of  the  Colonies  who  reap  ye  Benefit  of  it,  the 
more  it  stregthens  the  General  Interest,  and  at  this  time  there  is 
more  than  ever  required  a  Union  of  Hearts  as  well  as  Purses  to  de- 
feat ye  inde&tigable  Industry  of  the  French. 

I  am  with  a  very  perfect  Esteem  &  Regard| 
Your  Honour's 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
Phnadelphia, 

30«*  October,  1750. 

The  Hono'ble  President  of  Virginia. 

Indorsed. 

Copy  M'.  Peter's  Letter  to  the  President  of  Virginia.  30<>>  8ber. 
1750. 

*  See  Col.  E^.  Vol.  V.,  p.  468-^. 
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OOPT  OT  LSTTEB  07  GoV.  TO    B0.IRD  OF  TrASS,  1761. 

•         \ 

Hj  Lords : 

I  would  have  done  mjself  je  Honour  to  have  answered  your 
Lordships'  Letter  of  the  19^^  Day  of  July  last,  something  sooner, 
had  I  been  able  to  have  procured  a  Map  of  the  Province  accurate 
enough  for  your  Purpose,  which  is  of  so  much  Import  to  his  Majes- 
ties Rights.  It  is  from  a  good  Map  only  that  anything  can  be  said 
with  precision  &  clearness  on  the  several  points  mentioned  in  your 
Lordships'  Letter,  and  I  have  waited  all  this  time  for  one,  the  person 
on  whom  I  depended  to  make  it  being  at  the  time  I  received  your 
Lordships'  commands  at  a  great  distance  in  the  uncultivated  Parts 
of  the  Province.  After  this  apology,  by  which  your  Lordships  will 
see  the  true  reason  of  my  not  answering  with  ye  required  Expedition^ 
I  shall  furnish  you  with  all  the  Knowledge  I  am  master  of  or  caa 
procure  by  the  best  information  in  my  power. 

The  Map*  describes  ye  Province  of  Penn%  w**  is  bounded  on  ye 
North  by  the  Province  of  New  York  and  a  part  of  the  Lake  Ontario, 
on  w***,  a  little  to  ye  North,  stands  his  Majesties  Fort  of  Oswego, 
tho'  this  Lake  by  the  French  Accounts,  is  said  to  be  within  the 
Limits  of  Canada,  and  aa  such,  used  by  them.  On  the  West,  this 
Province  is  bounded  by  a  small  part  of  the  said  Lake  Ontario,  the 
Streights  of  Niagara,  Lake  Erie,  &  ye  country  now  possessed  by  the 
Six  Nation  Indians,  Delawares,  5lohickens  and  Shawonese,  tho 
greatest  Part  thereof  is  watered  by  tho  main  Body  and  Branches  of 
the  great  River  Ohio,  which  runs  into  the  Mississippi  at  six  or  seven 
hundred  miles  distance  South  West  from  this  Western  Boundary, 
and  at  it's  mouth  is  said  to  be  larger  and  deeper  than  the  Mississippi 
at  that  place,  and  tho'  all  this  Country  be  within  his  Majesties 
Province  of  Virginia,  yet  the  French  have  given  that  part  of  it 
which  lyes  on  Ohio  the  name  of  Belle  Riviere,  claiming  all  the  Land 
from  the  Mouth  of  Ohio  to  its  head,  together  with  all  the  waters 
running  into  it,  and  in  proof  of  their  claims  have  buried  Leadea 
Plates  in  the  Earth,  with  pompous  inscriptions,  a  copy  of  one  of 
which,  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Gov'  of  New  York,f  is  herewith 
sent.  On  the  South  this  Province  is  bounded  by  the  Province  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  on  the  East  by  the  River  Delaware, 
dividing  it  from  the  Provinces  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York.  It 
contains  three  Degrees  of  Latitude  &  five  Degrees  of  Longitude,  as 
appears  by  King  Charles  the  Second's  Grant  to  the  late  William 
Penn,  Esquire,  (which  is  in  the  custody  of  the  present  Proprietaries 
or  their  Sollicitor  ready  to  be  produced  to  your  Lordships'  whenever 
you  please  to  oall  for  it)  and  by  the  Maps  then  in  being,  from 
whence,  those  Degrees  were  taken,  they  are  to  be  measured  at  the 
South  Boundary  from  the  Town  of  Newcastle. 

*  See  p.  47. 

f  Se«  it  in  Colonial  Records  Vol.  IV.,  p.  510. 
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All  the  LftDfb  oonpriaed  within  the  Limits  of  this  Pnmnoe  at  the 
time  of  the  first  Settlement  of  New  York;  by  the  Dutch^  whioh.is 
generallj  agreed  to  be  in  1609,  did  belong  to  the  Five  Nations,  call- 
ed bj  the  Freneh,  Iroqaois,  their  Coosins,  the  Delawares,  and  the 
Mohickens,  And  these  Nations  voluntarily  and  of  their  own  delibera* 
ate  choice  being  independent  and  free  Nations,  entered  into  tha 
alliance  first  of  the  Dutch  and  afterwards  of  the  English,  and  the 
New  York  Records  of  w<^  no  doubt  your  Lordships  on  this  occasion 
will  receive  exemplification,  will  shew  that  the  Council  of  Onondago 
which  with,  respect  to  the  Union  of  these  Indian  Nations  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  Convention  of  the  State's  General  repeatedly  sued  for  the 
Protection  of  his  Majesty,  and  executed  in  the  most  solemn  man* 
ner,  Treaties  whereby  they  acknowledge  themselves  BrethreUi 
Friends  &  Subjects  of  the  King  of  England,  &  by  Deeds  as  solemnly 
and  deliberately  executed,  granted  their  Lands  to  the  Dutch  and 
English  as  the  Country  filled  &  the  People  wanted  Room,  and  in 
particular  the  Deputies  of  the  Five  Nations  authorised  thereto  by  a 
Kesolve  of  Council,  in  one  of  their  Visits  to  one  of  the  present  Pro* 
prietors,  executed  an  Engagement  not  to  sell  any  Lands  lying  within 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  to  any  other  than  to  the  ProprietorS| 
their  Heirs  &  Successors. 

But  as  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  about  the  Southern  or 
Eastern  Parts  of  the  Province,  I  shall  be  more  particular  in  my 
Observations  on  the  Western  Parts.  The  Indians  there  are  very 
mimerous,  consisting  chiefly  of  Delawares,  Mohickens  and  such  of 
the  Five  Nation  Indians  as  have  removed  from  their  native  Countrya 
for  the  sake  of  hunting,  together  with  the  Shawenese  and  Owendals. 
The  Shawenese^  in  old  times  lived  near  the  Spaniards  and  were  al- 
ways at  war  with  them,  &  having  from  an  uneasiness  in  their  situa* 
tion  signified  their  desire  to  remove  and  live  under  the  protection  of 
the  English  &  Five  Nations  were  by  Treaty  received  into  this  Province 
in  1701,  &  placed  on  Susquehanah  &  afterwards  w^  the  Consent  of  the 
Oovemment  removed  to  the  Waters  of  the  Ohio^  some  within  & 
others  lower  down  than  our  Western  Limits  will  extend.  As  to 
the  Owendaels,  their  Original  Settlement  was  about  Fort  De  Troit, 
Jiear  the  West  End  of  Lake  Erie,  who,  being  ill  used  by  the  French, 
voluntarily  left  them  &  joined  themselves  to  the  Ohio  Indians,  in 
order  to  receive  the  Benefit  of  their  Protection  against  the  ill  Usage 
of  the  French.  What  right  the  Shawenese  in  these  circumstances 
may  have  to  the  Soil,  must  be  left  to  be  settled  between  themselves 
&  the  Five  Nations,  but  from  this  time  they  were  admitted  to  live 
in  this  Province.  They  have  been  his  Majesties  faithful  allies,  & 
behaved  as  such  without  any  instance  to  the  contrary,  except  that 
some  of  the  Shawenese  by  the  Solicitations  and  under  the  Conduct 
of  one  Peter  Chartier,  a  freeholder  of  this  Province,  deserted  to  the 
Freneh  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  War,  but  the  major  part  being 
sensible  of  their  Error,  returned,  acknowledged  their  fault,  &  were 
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at  the  iBsiaDoe  of  the  Ohio  Indians  pardond  ft  taken  again  into 
Favour.   • 

.Thk,  therefore,  being  the  Fact  that  this  Country  is  within  the 
Limits  of  Virginia,  &  actually  possessed  by  free  &  independent 
Nations  of  Indians,  in  the  Alliance  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
may  it  not  be  asked  by  what  Title  the  French  can  justify  their 
Claims.  If  it  be  said  by  a  prior  Discovery,  Its  distance  from  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Antiquity  of  the  Royal  Orant  of  Virgiuia  will 
confuse  this  pretention.  If  it  be  said  by  the  Conquest  of  the 
Indians,  this  is  false,  in  fact.  There  remains  then  only  one  thing 
more  that  can  give  s  good  Title ',  Namely,  the  voluntary  cession  of 
the  Indians,  but  this  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  until  proof  thereof 
is  made  on  the  Part  of  France,  &  it  is  apprehended  that  no  such 
Cession  has  ever  been  made  by  the  Indians ;  on  the  contrary,  when- 
ever they  incline  to  part  with  these  Lands  they  are  engaged  to  give 
the  Preference  to  his  Majesties  Subjects,  it  must  therefore  appear 
phiin  to  every  one  that  the  French  claims  to  these  countries  are 
groundless;  And  yet  notwithstanding  this,  the  French  have  publish- 
ed not  only  their  Right  to  the  Soil  of  these  Countrys,  but  the  Right 
to  an  exclusive  Trade  with  these  Indians,  and  give  out  that  they 
will  use  force  in  case  the  English  Traders  come  into  these  Countrya 
to  trade  with  the  Natives,  &  in  vindication  of  this  exclusive  Right 
refer  to  the  Treaties  subsisting  between  the  crowns  of  England  and 
France,  as  appears  by  three  Letters  of  the  same  Tenor  and  Date  ad- 
drees'd  to  me  &  delivered  to  the  Traders  of  this  Province  who  were 
in  that  Country  in  the  Year  1749,  by  Monsieur  Celeron,  a  French 
officer  who  had  then  the  Command  of 'a  Party  of  French  and  Indians, 
sent  expressly  ta  chastise  the  Indians  for  suffering  the  English 
Traders  to  come  amongst  them.  A  copy  of  one  of  which  is  facie* 
with  sent.  As  this  Doctrine  is  entirely  new  and  against  the  express 
words  of  the  15^^  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  it  will  be  easily 
confuted,  but  should  it  prevail,  an  End  will  effectually  be  put  to  all 
the  Indian  Trade,  the  value  &  consequence  of  which  is  too  well 
known  to  be  expatiated  upon,  since  the  French  lay  claim  to  all  the 
Lands  about  the  Lakes  as  well  as  those  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
whose  head  Springs  are  in  the  Country  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  in 
the  Heart  of  this  Province. 

As  it  has  been  advanced  by  some  that  the  Apalaccian  Mountains 
would  make  a  good  Boundary  between  the  English  and  French  Do- 
minions in  North  America,  care  has  been  taken  to  lay  their  Course 
and  Situation  in  the  Map  as  near  the  truth  as  possible.  Your  Lord- 
ships will  please  to  observe  the  distance  between  them  &  the  West 
Boundary  of  this  Province,  and  to  take  these  further  remarks  into 
your  consideration,  That  where  these  mountains  cross  this  Province 
they  are  three  or  four  hundred  miles  from  any  part  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  more  than  seven  hundred  from  it  where  the  Ohio  falls 
into  it ;  That  in  Virginia  People  aro  settled  on  the  West  Side  of 
them,  &  in  this  Province  to  the  very  foot  of  them ;  That  there  is  a 
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Terj  large  and  fine  oountry,  bigger  than  Pennsjrlvania,  between  them 
k  the  Mississippi,  inhabited  by  the  Five  Nation  Indians,  MohickonSy 
Belawares,  and  Shawonese,  all  free  &  independent  Nations  &  oar 
eood  Allies;  That  these  Mountains  are  likewise  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  Lake  Erie,  which  is  here  mentioned  to  obviate  any 
Arguments  the  Ffrench  may  Use,  as  if  this  Gonntry  was  necessary  fbr 
them  td  be  possessed  of,  in  order  to  pass  &  repass  from  Louisiana  to 
Canada;  and  when  all  these  matters  come  to  be  duly  considered, 
your  Lordships  will  see  plainly  that  to  make  these  Mountains  the 
Boundary  between  his  Majesty  &  the  French  woud  be  extremely  in- 
jurious to  his  Majesties  Bights,  as  thereby  a  great  Part  of  the  Pro> 
Tinces  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  woud  be  cot  off 
from  hts  Majesties  Dominions,  nor  can  this,  tho'  an  heavy  Loss,  be 
compared  to  the  unsafe  Condition  which  the  other  Parts  of  them 
woud  be  exposed  to  by  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  French  who 
woud  have  it  in  their  Power  to  harass  &  distress  them  at  pleasure. 

The  Indian  Interpreter,  who  lived  some  years  among  the  Five 
Nations,  and  has  been  frequently  em  ploy  d  in  Messages  to  the  Coun- 
eil  at  Onondago,  &  passed  the  Apalaccian  Moan  tains  on  his  way  to 
Ohio,  assures  me  that  the  Situation  of  these  Hills,  where  they  cross 
this  Province,  is  to  the  best  of  his  Judgment  well  and  truly  laid 
down  in  the  Map,  the  same  he  says  of  the  North  &  West  Parts  of 
the  Province  &  of  the  principal  Indian  Towns  on  the  Waters  of  the 
Ohio  &  between  them  k  Lake  Erie. 

The  Eastern  and  Southern  Parts  &  the  Courses  of  the  River  Dela- 
ware are  in  a  great  measure  laid  down  from  actual  Surveys. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  your  Lordships 
that  Monsieur  Celeron,  the  Writer  of  the  French  jjctter,  has  since 
his  Ohio  Expedition  been  preferred  to  the  Command  of  the  Garrison 
at  Fort  De  Troit,  atuate  on  the  Straights,  between  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Hurons,  &  we  are  assured  by  repeated  Intelligenoes  that  he  - 
has  collected  an  armed  Force,  with  which  he  intends  in  the  Spring 
to  march  to  Ohio  against  the  Indians  and  our  Traders,  and  to  make 
good  the  French  Ring's  exorbitant  Pretensions  to  the  Property  of 
the  Soil  and  an  exclusive  Trade ;  he  has  already  declared  that  he 
will  build  two  Forts  at  or  near  the  Plare,  marked  in  the  map,  Logs 
Town,  within  this  Province,  it  is,  therefore,  humbly  submitted, 
whether  this  should  not  be  guarded  against  in  the  most  effectual 
manner,  at  the  Settlement  of  the  Boundary  betii'een  his  Majesty  & 
ye  French  King  in  the  Treaty  that  we  hear  is  now  in  agitation. 

Indorsed — "  Bough  Draught  of  Lre.  to  Lords  of  Trade,  4**  Fdbry, 
1750/' 
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Deposition  of  Samttel  Dickikson,  1751. 

Kent  County  upon  Delaware,  88. 

Samuel  DickiDson,  of  the  County  of  Kent  upon  Delaware^  Esquire, 
Aged  Sizty-one  Years  and  upwards,  beinff  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  on  bis  Solemn  Affirmation,  declareth  and  saith,  That  he, 
this  Affirmant,  was  born  in  Talbott  County,  in  the  Province  of 
Maryland,  upon  a  River  issuing  out  of  the  Bay  of  Chesapeak  called 
Great  Choptank  River,  where  He  this  Affirmant  lived  till  aboufc 
eleven  Years  ago;  That  he  this  Affirmant,  when  he  was  a  Younff 
Man,  had  frequent  occation  to  go  by  Water  up  and  down  the  said 
Bay  of  Chesapeak,  and  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  Eastern 
Side  of  the  said  Bay,  and  the  Waters,  Creeks,  and  Rivers  issuing  out 
of  the  same,  and  more  especially  with  the  Rivers  called  Oreat  Chop- 
tank  and  Little  Choptank,  and  a  Creek  called  Slaughter's  Creek,  and 
the  several  Points  or  headlands  in  and  near  the  same.  This  Affirm- 
ant further  saith  that  the  most  Southerly  point  of  Sharp's  Island  and 
a  point  called  Hill's  point  were  always  called  and  deemed  to  Form 
the  Mouth  of  the  Great  Choptank  River,  and  that  the  said  Hill's 
point  and  the  Northern  point  of  James's  Island  formed  the  Mouth  of 
the  Little  Choptank  River,  and  that  the  Waters  within,  or  to  the 
Eastward  of  the  said  Points,  were  never  to  this  Affirmant's  Enow- 
ledge  or  Belief  called  a  Part  of  Chesapeak  Bay ;  That  in  or  about 
the  Ye&r  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Nine, 
he  this  Affirmant  attempted  to  go  thro'  Slaughter's  Creek,  in  a 
Small  Vessel  or  Shallop,  which  drew  about  four  Foot  Water,  and 
that  he  this  Affirmant,  after  waiting  several  Days,  was  Obliged  to 
put  back  for  want  of  Sufficient  Debth  of  Water  to  carry  hb  small 
Vessel  thro',  and  further  saith  not. 

SAMUEL  DICKINSON. 

Kent  Cowtfy  on-Delaware,  ss. 

To  all  Persons  To  whom  these  Presents  may  come,  I,  Nicholas 
Ridgely,  Esquire,  one  of  his  Majesties  Supreme  Judges  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sassex  on  Debt- 
ware,  Send,  Greeting,  Know  Ye,  That  the  above  Affirmation  was 
taken  before  me,  the  Twenty  Second  Day  of  July,  in  the  Year  of 
Lord  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  ffifly  One.  In  Testimony 
whereof,  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Publick  Seal 
of  Kent  County  aforesaid. 

•  [SEAL]  NICHOLAS  RIDGELY. 
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Report  to  Privy  Council  on  Gov's.  Letter,  1751. 

May  U  Please  Year  EzcelleDCj, 

In  Obedienee  to  Year  Excellency's  Order  in  Council  the  30<^  Sep- 
tember last,  referring  to  a  Committee  A  Letter  then  Communicated 
to  the  Council  By  your  Ezocllency,  from  Govcmour  Hamilton  of 
the  13^  mtimo,  respecting  the  Boundaries  of  the  Province  of  Pen- 
ailvania.  The  Committee  have  duely  weighed  and  considered  the 
flame,  And  upon  Examining  the  Record  of  the  Letters  Patent 
granted  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  thirty-third  Year  of  his 
Reign,  to  William  Penn,  Esq'.,  for  the  Province  of  PensilvHnia,  do 
find  the  Lands  therein  granted,  to  be  bounded  on  the  North  by  the 
beginning  of  the  three  and  fortieth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude. 
And  therefore  the  Committee  are  humblv  of  Opinion  Your  Excel- 
lency may  grant  any  Lands  to  the  Northward  of  that  Boundary ; 
Otherwise  it  may  be  a  hindrance  to  the  Settlement  of  this  Province, 
and  P^judidal  to  His  Majesty's  Revenue  Arising  from  the  Quit 
Bents. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

EDWARD  HOLLAND,  Chairman. 

October  9%  1751. 

Copy  £zam4  By  Geo.  Banyar,  D.  Secry. 

Ihdor$ed — "  Report  of  Council  of  New  York,  to  whom  Gov 
Clinton  referred  the  Contents  of  Gov  Hamilton's  Lre.  of  the  13*^ 
7ber,  1751.'' 


Gov.  Clinton's  answer  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1751. 

Sir, 

I  have  oommunicated  your  Favour  of  13*^  of  last  Month,  to  the 
OeBUemeB  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  as  you  wiH  perceive  by  the 
enclosed  Copy  of  a  minute  of  that  Board,  by  which  you  will  observe 
that  it  is  their  Opinions  that  the  Northern  Boundary  of  your  Colony 
18  fixed  to  the  beginning  of  the  43''  Degree  of  Latitude,  and  no  ways 
depending  on  your  Southern  Boundary,  or  on  any  Agreement  en- 
tered into  between  the  Proprietories  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Lord  B:il- 
timore. 

It  is  thought,  that  the  Facts  roust  have  been  misrepresented,  that 
eould  induce  your  Honour  to  fix  the  beginning  of  the  43<>  Degree 
Albany;  and  I  assure  you  S*-,  that  I  shall  take  all  particular 
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oare  that  no  Lands  may  be  located  to  the  Southward  of  the  Northern 
Boundaries  of  Pennsylvania.     I  am  with  very  great  Respect, 
Your  Honours 

most  Obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

G.  CLINTON. 
Port  George  in  New,  ) 

York,  13  October  1751.  | 

The  Honourable 

James  Hamilton,  Esq. 

Indorsed — Governor  Clinton's  answer  to  Governor  Hamilton's 
Letter  of  tbo  13  7ber,  1751,  inclosing  the  Councils  Report  Re- 
lating to  the  Boundaries  of  the  Province  at  Pennsylvania. 


Copy  Gov.  Hamilton's  Lbtter  to  Samuel  Blunston,  1751. 

Sir, 

The  Prop'  this  morning  was  pleased  to  show  mo  your  Letter  to 
him  of  the  5'"  instant,  which  was  the  first  time  I  came  to  know  what 
the  President  and  Council  had  done  or  had  not  done  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  that  Copy  of  the  King's  Order  in  Council,  sent  hither  from 
Maryland,  Except  that  they  had  wrote  to  Maryland,  but  what  in 
particular  I  cannot  say  further  than  that  a  due  Regard  shall  be  pjaid 
here  to  his  Majesty's  order.  But  the  Occasion  of  Saying  any  thing 
to  von  at  present,  is  briefly  this :  It  seems  at  the  time  the  King's 
Oroer  in  Council  was  sent  up  here,  there  came  with  it  a  petition  for 
Gressap  and  his  accomplices  to  Sign  and  to  be  presented  to  the  Pre- 
sident, which  was  done  accordingly,  and  delivered  by  the  Messenger 
from  Maryland  to  Our  President,  who  being  engaged  in  business  it 
seems  at  that  time,  laid  the  petition  by,  and  spoke  not  of  them  for 
some  days.  When  they  came  to  be  seen,  and  it  being  observed,  the 
Petitioners  justified  their  Innocency,  Complained  of  the  great  cruelty 
used  in  burning  the  house,  &c.,  &  desired  to  be  discharged,  it  was. 
wished  by  some  that  the  petition  had  been  seen  in  time,  that  a  pro* 
per  application  of  the  same  kind  might  have  been  drawn,  and  sent 
down  to  Mich.  Alkeefe  to  sign,  and  get  presented  to  the  Gov'  of 
Maryland,  before  any  answer  had  been  given  to  those  here,  for  there 
was  no  room  to  doubt  but  Gov'  Ogle  would  send  home  Copys  of 
their  Petition,  with  Our  resolution  upon  that  occasion,  which  we  pre- 
sume would  answer  two  purposes,  first,  it  would  show  the  Confidence 
the  Prisoners  had  of  their  own  Innocency,  as  weU  as  set  forth  the 
barbarity  with  which  thev  had  been  used,  and  then  it  might  «erve 
for  ffiresh  matter  of  Complaint,  to  detain  them  in  prison  so  long  with- 
out a  tryall,  and  then  not  discharging  them  upon  that  Petition^  be 
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Construed  as  a  Contempi  or  Disregard  of  His  Majesty's  Order,  altho' 
DotbiDg  of  that  nature  is  expressed  in  it.  It  was  therefore  thought 
by  some  here,  that  a  petition  from  Atkinson  to  Gov'  Ogle,  would  just 
have  been  of  the  same  use  to  us,  but  this  it  seems,  was  either  not 
approved  of,  &<^  The  Prop'*  however,  is  advised,  and  thinks  it  of 
Consequenoe  to  have  an  application  made  even  at  this  time  ffrom  At> 
kiDson.  But  as  it  is  now  so  late  for  that  Petition  to  take  its  rise 
from  this  place,  and  that  it  will  justly  be  looked  upon  as  ridiculous 
to  be  so  slow  in  Our  Resolution,  it  is  supposed  it  may  come  better 
from  Lancaster,  by  some  bodys  writing  to  Atkinson,  with  a  Messen« 
ger  to  be  sent  from  your  parts  directly,  and  I  think  your  Letter  to 
him  may  be  something  like  the  rough  draught  w*^  accompany s, 
bat,  however,  it  may  be  commended  so  as  to  make  the  application 
to  the  Gov'  appear  to  take  i's  rise  purely  from  something  that  has 
happened  among  you,  the  p'son  who  goes,  should  be  of  some  under- 
standing, who  can  frame  his  story  agreeable  to  the  Contents  of  the 
Letter  to  Atkinson,  and  who  has  discretion  to  deliver  the  Petition 
to  Gov'  Ogle,  and  report  the  answer  he  received ;  however,  he  must 
upon  his  return,  bring  a  true  Copy  of  the  Petition  with  him,  that  he . 
may  prove  he  delivered  a  Duplicate  of  that  to  the  QoV  of  Maryland, 
he  must  be  furnished  with  two  Copys  of  the  Petition  before  he  goes. 
Let  Atkinson  sign  both,  and  let  the  Messenger  Deliver  one  to  the 
Gov,  and  bring  the  other  back.  Noting  upon  the  part  he  keeps,  the 
time  and  place,  when  and  where  he  delivered  it.  This  seems  to  be 
the  only  way  left  -for  doing  at  this  time,  what  the  Prop'  thought 
should  have  been  done  in  a  different  manner  at  first. 

Indorsed — Rough  Draught  of  Andrew  Hamilton's  Letter  to  Sam. 
Blunston,  relating  to  a  Petition  to  be  presented  the  Governor  of 
Maryland,  by  Michael  Atkinson,  Prisoner  at  Annapolis. 


Cebtificatb  in  favor  op  Rev.  Mr.  Schlatter. 
By  the  Hon'blb  J.  H.  Esq.,  Governor,  &c.,  1751. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern. 

Greeting, 

I  do  hereby  certify  y*  y«  Bearer  hereof,  y«  Reverend  M'.  Michael 
Blatter,  hath  for  some  Years  last  past,  resided  in  quality  of  y*  Min- 
ister of  y*  High  Dutch  Reformed  Calvinist  Church,  w^"  in  this  City, 
and  during  y^  time  hath  not  only  ezercis'd  &  performed  y'  Dutys 
of  his  8*  Office  w^  a  suitable  Zeal,  Diligence  and  Sobriety,  but  hath 
in  all  other  respects,  demeaned  himself  in  y*  eood  and  pious  manner 
becoming  one  of  his  Function,  so  far  as  I  kqow  or  have  been  in- 
formed.   And  he  having  now  represented  to  me  y^  he  is  obliged  tp 
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take  a  Voyage  from  bence  to  London,  &  from  thence  to  Holland  and 
Switierland,  in  order  to  appear  before  y  Most  Keverend  y*  Synodd 
or  other  Ecclesiastical  Bodjs  of  South  and  North  Holland,  on  be- 
half  of  7*  Congregations  of  y  several  Cbnrches  of  that  Perswasion 
within  this  Province,  and  desiring  my  Licence  or  Passport  for  his 
safe  Conduct  in  his  s*  Voyage,  I  do,  by  these  presents,  not  only 
Grant  unto  the  s'  Mich^  Slatter  my  Permission  to  pass  and  repass 
unmolested  w*^  in  y*  Limits  of  my  s<^  Grovernment,  but  also  desire 
all  (Governors,  Magistrates  &  Officers  in  such  Foreign  States  &  Bo* 
minions  as  are  in  Amity  ir*^  y*  Crown  of  6^  Britain,  thro'  whose 
Territories  y  s'  Mich.  Slat  tor  shall  have  occasion  to  travel,  to  Grant 
him  their  safe  Gonduet  &  Protection,  w*^  liberty  to  pass  &  repass  w^ 
his  proper  Effects,  he  behaving  as  becometh. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  Hand  &  caused  y* 
Lesser  Seal  of  y«  s*  Prov.  to  be  hereto  affixed  at  Phila.^  y«  29**  day 
of  January^  Anno  Domini,  1750-51. 

Indorsed — ^Passport  for  the  Rev*  M'.  Slatter. 


New  Stylb,  1752. 

Up  to  this  period  the  dates  have  been  /'old  stije,"  which  it  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  act,  terminated  on  the  31"^  December^ 
1751.  A^  much  confusion  arises  from  not  attending  to  this  circum- 
stance, the  law  itself  effecting  the  change,  is  inserted. 

''An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  about  the  Dates  of  GonveyanoeSj  and 
other  Instruments  and  Writings." 

WHEREAS,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  Twenty  fourth 
Year  of  the  present  Reign,  entituled  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Com* 
mencement  of  the  Yeary  and  for  correcting  the  Calendarnow  in  Use. 
it  is  enacted.  That  in  and  throughout  all  his  Majesty's  Dominions, 
and  Countries  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and  America y  belonging  or 
subject  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  the  Supputation,  according 
to  which  the  Year  of  our  Lord  beginneth  on  the  Twenty-fifth  day 
of  March,  should  not  be  made  use  of  from  and  after  the  last 
Day  of  December,  1751;  and  that  the  first  Day  of  January  next 
following  the  said  last  day  of  December^  should  be  reckoned,  taken, 
deemed,  and  accounted,  and  to  be  the  first  Day  of  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  1752 ;  and  so  on,  from  Time  to  Time,  the  first  Day  of  January 
in  every  Year,  which  should  happen  in  Time  to  come,  should  be 
reckoned,  taken,  deemed  and  accounted,  to  be  the  first  Day  of  the 
Year )  and  that  each  new  Year  should  accordingly  commence  and 
begin  to  be  reckoned  from  the  first  Day  of  every  snob  Month  of 
January,  next  preceding  the  Twenty-fifth  Day  of  Marehy  on  which 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1752.  69 

inch  Year  would  aceordiDgto  the  Supputation  aforesaid^  hkit  began 
or  commeneed ;  atid  that  all  Acts,  Deeds,  Writings,  Notes  and  oSief 
Instruments,  of  what  Nature  or  Kind  soever,  which  should  be  made, 
executed  or  signed,  upon  or  after  the  said  first  Day  of  January, 
1752,  should  bear  Date  according  to  the  New  Method  of  Supputa- 
tion. AND  WHEREAS,  for  the  Ease  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Province,  who  scrupled  to  call  the  Names  of  the  Months  as  they 
were  commonly  called,  but  the  Month  which  others  called  March, 
they  called  the  First  Monihy  and  so  of  the  rest  of  the  Months  of  the 
Year,  according  to  the  old  Supputation  of  the  Year,  beginning  on 
the  Twenty-fifth  Day  of  the  5lonth  call'd  March,  then  generally 
received  throughout  the  King's  Dominions,  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  was  pass'd  in  the  Ninth  Year  of  the  late 
Queen  ANNE,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  tchich  may 
herea/ler  arise  about  the  Dates  of  (JmxvpyanceSy  and  other  instrti' 
meivU  and  Writings  ;  whereby  it  was  enacted,  that  all  Instruments 
and  Writings  whatsoever,  wherein  the  Names  of  the  Months  were 
called  the  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth^  instead  of  March,  April, 
May  and  June,  and  so  of  the  rest,  should  be  judged  and  taken  as 
valid  and  effectual  in  Law,  as  if  the  Months  in  such  Writings  had 
been  set  down  and  expressed  by  the  usual  Names. 

AND  forasmuch  as  many  of  the  sober  Inhabitants  of  this  Pro« 
vmee  are  still  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  calling  the  Names  of 
the  Months  as  they  are  usually  called,  yet  hold  themselves  in  Duty 
bound  to  comply  with  the  Act  of  Parliament  hereinbefore  recited  : 
THEREFORE,  for  preventing  Disputes  and  Controversies,  con- 
cerning the  Dates  of  such  Instruments  and  Writings,  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  of  Parliament  aforesaid ;  BE  IT  ENACTED  by  the 
Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
under  the  Honourable  THOMAS  PENN,  and  RICHARD  PENN, 
Esquires,  true  and  absolute  Proprietaries  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  upon  Dela^ 
ware,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  Freemen  of  the  said  Province,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  Authority  of  the  same.  That  all  Deeds,  Conveyances,  MorU 
ntges,  Letters  of  Attorney,  or  Powers  of  Agency,  Commissions, 
Bonds,  Bills,  Charter  Parties,  Leases,  Releases,  Contracts,  ArticleSi 
Receipts,  and  all  other  Instruments  and  Writings,  whatsoever,  since 
the  first  Day  of  the  Month  called  January  last;  wherein  the  Ncmes 
of  the  Months  are  called  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth,  instead 
of  January,  February,  March,  April,  and  so  of  the  rest,  accounting 
always  the  Month  called  January,  to  be  the  first  Month  of  the 
Year,  shall,  and  are  hereby  enacted  and  declared,  to  be  as  good  and 
available,  and  may  be  pleaded,  and  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged  and 
taken,  in  all  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  elsewhere,  within  this  Pro« 
vince,  to  be  as  valid  and  effectual  in  Law  to  all  Intents,  Construe- 
tions  and  Purposes,  as  if  the  Months  in  such  Writings  had  been  set* 
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down  and  expressed  by  their  usual  Natnes,  any  Law,  Custom,  or 
Usage,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

AND  BE  IT  FURTHER  ENACTED,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
said,  That  the  Act  of  Assembly' aforesaid,  intituled,  An  Act  to  pre- 
vent  Disputes  which  may  hereafter  arm.  about  the  Dates  of  Convey^ 
ance,  and  other  Instruments  and  Writings^  passed  in  the  Ninth 
Year  of  the  late  Queen  ANNE,  and  eyery  Clause,  Part  and  Para- 
graph thereof,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  March  llth,  1752.    Recorded  A.  Vol.  3,  p.  299. 

CONFIRMED  6y  the  Lords  Justices  in  Council,  May  lOth, 
1753. 


Examination  of  Martin  KitzMiller,  1752. 

Examination  of  Martin  KitzMiller,  of  Manheim  Township,  la 
York  County,  in  the  Province  of  Peonsylvania,  Miller,  taken  at  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  before  William  Allen,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice 
Qf  the  said  Province,  the  fourth  Day  of  Mar6h,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  fifty-two. 

The  Examinant,  Martin  Kitz  Miller,  upon  his  Oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  solemnly  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he 
the  said  Examinant  lives  on  a  Tract  of  Land  at  Conawaga,  in  Man* 
heim  Township  aforesaid,  in  York  County  aforesaid,  which  was 
granted  to  him  by  Warrant  from  the  Honourable  the  Proprietaries 
of  Penusylvania,  situate  about  four  Miles  to  the  Northward  of  the 
Temporary  Line  run  by  Virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Order,  between  the 
Provinces  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  near  to  some  Land 
called  Diggs's  Choice,  lying  in  Heidelberg  Township,  in  the  County 
aforesaid,  Which  Mr.  John  Diggs  has  a  patent  for  from  the  Lord 
Proprietor  of  Maryland. 

That  he  the  said  Examinant  can  justly  say,  that  his  the  said  Exami* 
nant  Land  is  not  within  the  said  Mr.  John  Diggs's  Tract  aforesaid, 
for,  that  upon  Mr., Diggs's  refusing  to  shew  his  Line,  (tho'  frequently 
requested  by  this  Examinant  and  others  so  to  do,)  Mr.  Thomas 
Battey,  a  Magistrate  in  Prince  Georges  County,  in  Maryland,  was 
employed  by  the.  Examinant  &  some  Others  to  run  Mr.- Diggs's 
Courses  according  to  the  Courses  laid  down  in  the  Certificate  of  Mr. 
Diggs's  Survey,  A  Copy  of  which  Survey  they  had  obtained  from 
the  Land  Office  in  Maryland,  &  found  that  the  Examinant's  Land, 
or  any  part  of  it,  was  not  within  the  said  Mr.  John  Diggs's  Tract. 
That  he  the  said  Examinant  has  lived  there  twelve  years,  and  during 
that  Time  has  constantly  paid  his  Taxes  in  Pennsylvania.  That  oa 
Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth  Day  of  February  last  past,  Anthony 

*  From  Peter  MiUer's  Edition,  published  in  Philada.,  176^  VoL  II.  p.  40. 
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WoTlejy  of  Heidelberg  Township  aforesaid,  Gordwainer,  and  Jj^vy 
soon  after  him]  a  yoanger  Son  of  the  aforesaid,  Mr.  John  Diggi 
(whose  name  be  believes  w  Edward  Diggs)  came  to  the  Ezaminan^s 
Smith  Shop,  each  of  them  having  a  Rifle  Gun  with  him,  and  Worley, 
desiring  the  Ezaminant's  eldest  Son,  Jacob  Kits  Miller,  to  make  him 
m  Screw  to  draw  a  Charge  out  of  his  Gun  with,  the  said  Jacob  told 
him  he  could  not  make  one  immediately,  bat  would  do  it  in  a  day  or 
two.  That  while  they  were  in  the  Smith's  Shop  the  Examinant 
eame  there,  k  heard  Anthony  Worley  say  to  young  Mr.  Diggs,  let 
OS  now  try  which  of  our  Guns  will  shoot  best ;  and  the  Examinant 
finding  them  inclineable  to  try,  told  them  he  would  6hew  them  the 
Tree  they  usually  shot  at  when  they  tryd  Guns,  which  he  did,  and 
leaving  them  together,  went  to  his  Mill.  That  he  the  said  £xamin« 
ant  soon  after  heard  one  Gun  discbarg'd,  upon  which  a  Man,  whom 
be  supposes  to  be  the  Sheriff  or  under  Sheriff  of  Baltimore  County, 
in  Maryland,  (his  Name  the  Examinant  knows  not)  came  up  to  the 
Examinant's  House.  That  he  believes  the  discharge  of  the  Gun 
was  a  Signal  or  Notice  to  the  said  Officer  that  the  Examinant  was 
at  home.  That  upon  the  said  Officer's  coming  up  to  the  House,  the 
second  Gun  was  discharged  as  a  Signal,  the  Examinant  verily  believes 
for  others  to  come  up.  For  immediately  two  persons  (one  of  whom  was 
M'.  Dudley  Diggs,  another  Son  of  the  aforementioned  M'.  John 
Diggs,  the  other  a  stranger  to  the  Examinant,)  came  up  to  the 
Szaminant's  House,  and  the  Sheriff  and  two  last  mentioned  Per9ons 
alighting  from  their  Horses  went  with  Worley  and  Young  M'.  Diggs 
into  the  Smithes  Shop,  the  Examinant  being  all  the  time,  after 
having  shewn  the  Tree  aforesaid,  in  his  Mill.  That  while  they  were 
in  the  Shop,  one  Jacob  Sheely,  a  Neighbour  to  the  Examinant, 
came  to  the  Mill  (which  is  very  near  to  the  Smith's  Shop)  with 
three  Horse  Loads  of  Wheat,  which  the  Examinant  coming  out  to 
receive  the  said  Officer,  with  three  of  the  Persons  before  mentioned, 
came  up  to  the  Examinant,  and  the  Officer  Shaking  Hands  with  the 
'Examinant,  kept  fast  hold  of  the  Examinant,  and  told  him  he 
arrested  him  at  the  Suit  of  M"".  John  Diggs,  at  which  Time  the 
jonnger  M'.  Diggs  plac'd  himself  by  the  Smith's  Shop,  and  pre- 
sented and  pointed  his  Gun  towards  the  Examinant.  That  the 
Examinant  thereupon  strove  hard  to  disengage  himself  from  the 
Officer  and  to  keep  him  between  him  and  the  said  younger  M*". 
Diggs,  the  Examinant  being  greatly  apprehensive  that  he  should  be 
shot  by  the  said  M'.  Diggs,  who  constantly  moved  his  Gun  to  and 
fro  as  the  Examinant  moved,  but  was  as  he  verily  believes  prevented 
from  shooting  for  fear  of  killing  the  Officer.  That  during  this 
straggle  between  the  Officer  &  the  Examinant,  the  Examinant  called 
for  his  Sons  to  help  him  to  get  free  from  the  Officer  who  he  apppre- 
hended  had  no  Authority  to  take  him,  as  he  told  him  he  came  from 
Patapaeo,  in  Maryland,  and  the  Examinant  knew  he  was  not  an 
Officer  in  York  County.  That  the  Examinant's  two  younger  Sons 
being  in  a  Field  near  the  HousC;  came  up,  and  some  of  the  Officer's 
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Gompaay  beat  and  braised  tbem  both  verj  much  aboat  their  Heada 
with  their  Onns  and  Clubs  which  thej  bad  in  their  Hands.  That 
thereupon  his  aforesaid  Son,  Jacob  Kits  Miller,  having  a  Rifle  Ouq 
in  the  Shop,  (charged  some  Time  before  with  Duck'Shot)  came  out 
of  the  Shop  with  it,  Whereupon  two  of  the  Officer's  Company  mixed 
the  said  Jacob  and  Strove  to  take  his  Gun  from  hun.  That  during 
this  Affray  the  Examinant's  Wife  came  out  of  the  House,  and  some 
of  the  Officer's  Company  pulled  her  Cap  off  and  tore  a  great  quau- 
tity  of  Hair  from  her  Head,  and  beat  her  so  that  her  Arms  were 
Tory  much  bruised.  That  in  this  Confusion,  and  while  the  Struggle 
eontinaed  between  the  two  Persons  and  Jacob,  the  said  Gun  ia 
Jacob's  Hand  was  discharged,  and  shot  the  aforesaid  M'.  Dudley 
Diggs,  who  stood  near  the  muzzle  of  the  said  Gun,  in  the  Belly. 
That  at  the  Time  of  the  Gun's  going  Off,  those  two  Persons  who 
were  Strugliug  with  the  Examinant's  Son  Jacob,  had  fast  hold  of 
the  Gun  in  Jacob's  Hand  striving  to  wrest  it  from  him.  And  tho 
said  Jacob  solemnly  declared  to  the  Examinant  that  he  did  not 
design  to  discharge  the  Gun,  and  does  not  Remember  that  he  touched 
the  Trickcr  at  that  Time.  That  upon  this  unfortunate  Event,  the 
Sheriff  or  Officer  aforesaid  let  the  Examinant  go,  and  tho  other 
Persons  let  go  his  Son,  and  after  putting  the  Body  of  the  said  M**. 
Dudley  Diggs  upon  some  Straw,  they  all  went  off  immediately,  and 
the  Examinant  likewise  went  away  to  York  Town,  and  that  his  Soa 
soon  after  followed  him  and  told  him  that  the  said  M'.  Dudley  Digga 
lived  two  or  three  Hours  after  he  received  his  Wound,  and  thea 
Dyed.  That  after  this  Examinant  was  gone,  M'.  Digga  called  to 
his  Son  to  oome  to  him,  and  told  him  that  he  forgave  him  what  had 
happen'd  to  him  by  his  Means,  (as  this  Examinant  has  been  infonned 
by  his  said  Son).  That  after  the  Examinant  and  his  Son  came  to 
York,  the  Son  aurrendered  himself  a  Prisoner  in  the  Publick  Goal, 
And  that  the  Examinant  came  to  this  City  (where  he  arrived  on  the 
Evening  of  the  first  Day  of  this  Instant)  to  give  an  Account  of  this 
unhappy  Affair  to  the  Cbief  Justice  of  (his  Province. 

his 
MARTIN  M   KTTZ  MILLER, 
mark. 

Taken  &  Sworn,  at  Philad'.,  the  4»»'  Day  of  March,  Anno  Domini, 
1752,  Before  me, 

WILL:  ALLEN. 
A  true  Copy  examined  carefully  by 

JAMES  READ,  Clerk  Court.* 
*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.,  p.  682-^97. 
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KiCHOLAB  SOITLL  TO  R.  PSTIRS,  1752* 

Phihwl*.,  March  17«,  17*2. 

I  have  perused  M^  JacVs  Letter,  and  think  his  method  of  finding 
the  Meridian,  the  Tangent  Line,  and  running  the  Circumference  of 
the  Circle,  to  be  good  as  well  as  plain  and  easie  to  be  conceived ;  his 
Opinion  also  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  Needle  in  Running  of  long 
line?,  is  doubtless  very  Juat. 

Bat  I  must  own  my  self  at  a  loss  to  understand  him  where  ho 
Bays  that  there  is  nothing  at  all  in  the  Objection  that  a  line  run  with 
Stakes  will  be  an  Arch  of  a  great  Circle,  and  not  a  parallel  of  Lati* 
tnde  or  East  and  West  Line.  For  my  own  part,  I  must  confess  that 
I  always  understood  an  East  and  West  line  and  a  Parallel  of  Latitude 
to  mean  the  same  thing,  and  I  conceive  nothing  is  more  evident  than 
that  a  great  Circle  cannot  be  a  parallel  of  Latitude ;  If  so,  then  a 
line  run  with  stakes  cannot  be  an  East  and  West  line ;  however,  as 
I  am  convinced  by  M'.  Jack's  Letter  that  he  is  far  Superior  to  mo 
in  Mathematical  Learning,  I  shall  at  present  submit  to  his  better 
Jndement,  but  least  some  People  on  this  side  the  Water  should 
think  him  mistaken  in  this  Point,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  advise  the 
having  it  settled  at  home  before  the  lines  between  the  Provinces  are 
began. 

I  am,  T'  assured  Friend, 

NICHO.  SCULL. 
To  RicoARD  Peters,  Esq*. 

N.  B.    I  forgot  to  Observe  above  that  we  liavc  not  such  aa 
Instrument  aa  M'.  Jack  mentions. 


John  DioaBS  to  C.  J.  Allen,  1762. 

Hont'Sir: 

The  very  bad  roads,  with  my  very  great  affliction  and  Infirmity, 
renders  me  incapable  to  wait  on  yo'  Hon"*  in  person  upon  the  Melan- 
choly occasion  of  my  Son's  Death. 

The  many  Testimonies  herewith  sent,  together  with  the  Examina-- 
tioDS  you  will  be  pleased  to  make,  will  clearly  shew  the  willful 
murder  committed ;  and  that  this  black  deed  was  premeditated ;  I 
haTe  now  certain  Information  that  Martin  Kitsmiller  had,  by  several 
apeeehes,  declared  his  resolution  to  destroy  me  or  some  of  my  family 
thia  way. 

The  Inhuman  and  unchristian  behaviour,  not  only  at  the  time. 
when  my  poor  Son  rec'd  his  Death  wound,  but  for  some  Considerable 
time  after,  when  the  said  Khzmiiler,  his  Sons,  and  others  in  his 
Tmanlj,  with  their  Ouns  and  Clubs,  hinder'd  my  Dying  Son's  Bro* 
YoL.  IL— 4 
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ther,  and  some  others,  from  giving  him  the  least  assistaiice  or  relief, 
leaves  me  no  room  to  doabt  of  his  wicked  intentions  to  fuI61  the  reso- 
lution he  had  been  some  time  Spiriting  himself  and  Family  into  to 
Commit  the  most  unheard  of  Cruelty,  I  believe,  ever  Transacted  by 
any  human  Christian  People.  As  soon  as  I  could  overcome  the 
distracted  Sallies  of  Human  Nature,  and  my  very  great  grief,  I  ap» 
ply'd  to  Justice  Wattson,  the  nearest  Magistrate,  for  Warrants  to 
apprehend  the  Criminals.  Aitho'  my  friends  were  so  good  on  my  bo- 
faalf,  for  several  days  in  going  forwards  &  baek wards  from  the  Magia- 
trate  to  the  Constable's,  Martin  Eitxmiller,  his  Wife,  two  Sons,  viz^ 
John  Leonard  &  Jn°  Kitzmiller,  together  with  a  certain  John  Cy* 
phers,  for  all  whom  I  had  obtained  Warrants  against,  were  admitted 
&  still  Continue  at  large ;  and  what  adds  greatly  to  my  Consterna* 
tion  is,  that  the  said  Cyphers  sbo'd  be  called  upon  to  give  evidenco 
on  BO  foul  a  deed,  notwithstanding  Justice  Watson's  Warrant  was 
served  upon  him. 

About  six  years  past  the  Govemour  of  Maryland  Cited  me  to  An* 
nopolis  to  answer  some  Complaints  against  my  Claims  here,  held 
under  Lord  Baltemore,  when  amongst  other  matters,  I  prov'd  to 
Content,  by  unquestionable  evidences,  my  Original  Survey,  former 
Settlement  and  possession,  of  the  very  Spot  where  my  poor  Son  lost 
his  life,  &  where  Martin  Kitzmiller  lived  &  forceably  detained  froox 
me,  to  my  very  great  damage,  notwithstanding  my  right  thereof  was 
Secur'd  to  me  by  the  Prop"  Agreem*  and  his  Majestie's  Royal  Order ; 
ever  since,  at  times,  precepts  have  been  issued  from  the  Governm'  of 
Matyl'  to  apprehend  the  said  Kitzmiller,  to  bring  him  to  trial,  where- 
by he  might  be  convicted;  he  not  pnly  violated  the  Prop"  Agreement 
¥ut  his  Majesties  Royal  Order  of  ^Council.  I  doubt  not  but  a  mu- 
tual Conference  will  be  had  between  Govemour  Hamilton  and  the 
Governour  of  MaryH  on  this  occasion,  and  that  Right  orders  will  be 
taken  and  directed  in  this  most  Melancholy  affair.  Conformable  to 
to  the  Prop"  Agreement  and  his  Majesties  Royal  order  thereupon, 
the  se'ral  Copys  of  Depositions,  with  other  matters  brought  to  light 
ft  now  sent,  are  h'mbly  submitted  to  yC  honour's  observation.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  doubt  not  f)ut  it  will  appear  clear  that  murder  is  com- 
mitted, and  that  the  Criminals,  acting,  or  accessory,  ousht  to  be 
secured.  The  Fame  of  yo'  Hon"  Candor  and  Integrity  leaves  me 
no  room  to  doubt  but  that  the  strictest  justice  will  be  administered, 
and  that  you'l  be  pleased  to  pardon  this  from  Hon^  Sir , 
xc  very  afflicted 

and  obed^  serv', 

JOHN  DIG6ES- 

&(arch  22d,  1752,  LiUle  Conewago^ 
York  County. 

Directed, 
To  the  Hcm'ble  William  Allen,  Esq., 

Chief  Jostioe  of  the  Proviaoe  of  Pennsylvaiaa. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  V.  pp.  682—697. 
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Council  op  Proprietors  6p  New  Jersey,  1752. 

At  a  Conncil  of  Proprietors  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  New  Jer- 
sey, held  at  Perth  Amboy,  March  25th,  1752. 

Present: 

The  President,  Mr.  Nevill, 

Mr.  Alexander,  Mr,  John  Burnet, 

Mr.  Peters,        '  Mr.  Ashfield, 

Dr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Parker. 

Mr.  Peters  Informed  the  Board,  that  Mr.  Coxe  had,  at  his  Request, 
GommeDc'd  an  Action  of  Trespass  at  the  Suit  of  Thomas  and  Richard 
Peno,  Esq'*,  Proprietors  of  Pensilvania,  against  one  Robert  Sandford, 
who  iras  Settled  on  a  Tract  of  2500  Aores  of  Land  belonging  to  said 
Penos,  in  Morris  County,  in  which  Action  s^  Sandford  Gives  out  he 
will  stand  trial  upon  a  pretended  purchase,  Call'd  the  Aquach  Indian 
Purchase,  or  perhapd  the  New  Brittain  Purchase :  That  this  Sand- 
fbrd  is  Confederated  with  several  others  at  Newark  and  other  places, 
and  has  actually  told  Mes^  Penns'  Agent,  that  they  are  come  to  a  Re- 
Bohtion  to  try  the  Validity  of  their  Title,  and  requiring  of  the  plain- 
tifis'  to  bring  the  Action  to  a  Tryal :  That  as  their  Indian  purchases 
ioclude  Large  Tracts  of  Land  belonging  to  other  Proprietors,  bq^  in 
East  and  West  Jersey,  (tho'  the  Lands  cf  Mess"^  Pcnns  are  taken  up 
by  a  West  Jersey  Right,)  Mr.  Peters  says  he  is  not  willing  to  Try 
this  Action  unless  the  Council  of  Proprietors  of  both  Divisions  shall 
Cootribute  to  the  Expense,  and  Appreve  every  Step  to  be  taken  in 
the  prosecution  of  this,  or  an  Ejectment,  if  that  should  be  thought  a 
better  Mode  of  proceeding,  and  therefore  desires  the  Board  will  be 
pleased  to  take  this  Matter  into  their  serious  Consideration  and  Give 
him  their  Answer. 


At  a  Council  of  Proprietors,  &o ,  held  at  Perth  Amboy,  March 
26,1752.  . 

Preseni: 

The  President,  Mr.  John  Burnet. 

Mr.  AiiEXANDER,  Mr.  William  Burnet, 

Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Parker, 

Dr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Stevens. 
Mr.  Nevill, 

This  Board  haveing  maturely  Considered  the  Proposition  made 
Yesterday  by  Mr.  Peters,  are  of  Opinion  that  the  pretence  to  hold 
I^iuJs  by  Indian  purchase  equally  Concerns  the  Proprietors  of  both 
IKvisions ;  that  the  Charges  of  such  Suits  as  shall  be  necessary  ought 
to  be  at  the  equal  Charge  of  the  Prt^rietors  of  both  Divisions ;  and 
this  Board,  for  the  Proprietors  of  the  Eastern  Division,  cheerfully 
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and  UnaoiDKmslj  Agree  to  bear  one>half  of  the  Oharges,  and  to 
OiTe  oar  best  personal  Servioes  besides  in  the  Salt  brought  or  pro* 
pos'd  to  be  brought  io  the  Name  of  Proprietorys  Penns.  This  Board 
also  think  it  most  Effectual  to  have  the  Trjal  in  EjectmeDt,  that 
Mess"  Peons  may  have  the  Effect  to  Recover  the  Possession.  That 
the  Brief  of  Title  of  the  Lessor  of  the  Plaintiffs,  should  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible^  and  the  best  possible  Enquiry  into  what  the  Defend* 
is  to  Sett  np  for  his  Defense  and  a  Copy  Laid  before  this  Board. 
That  this  Board  are  of  Opinion,  That  Mr.  Ogden,  if  possible,  be  En* 
gaged  in  this  Cause,  and  that  Mr.  Alexander  Use  his  Endeavoura 
for  it,  that  Mr.  Murray  have  also  a  Retainer,  and  that  William 
Smith;  Attorney  General  of  New  York,  be  also  Engag'd  if  possible. 

A  true  Copy.  .     JOgj(  SMITH,  Reg'. 

Perth  Amboy,  March  Slst  1752. 

Sir: 

The  foregoing  are  Copys  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Proprietors  of  East 
Jersey,  Kelateing  to  the  Tryal  of  Mess'*,  Penns  ag*  Robert  Sand* 
ford. 

lam, 

Your  very  hnmble  Servant, 

JOHN  SMITH. 
Directed, 
To  Richard  f  eters.  Esq',  att., 
Philadelphia. 


Dbposition  of  Akthont  Worley  and  Othbbs,  1752. 

1.  The  Examination  of  Anthony  Worley,  of  the  Towhship  of 
Heidleberg,  in  the  County  of  York,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 
Cordwainer,  taken  the  Twenty-sixth  Day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
onr  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Fifty-two,  Before  William 
Allen,  Esq',  Chief  Justice  of  the  same  Province. 

The  said  Ezaminant,  Anthony  Worley,  upon  his  Oath  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Ood,  being  solemnly  examined,  did 
depose  and  say.  That  on  or  about  the  Twenty-sixth  Day  of  February 
last  past,  as  he,  the  Examinant,  was  going  to  Smith's  Shop,1iear  to 
Mr.  John  Diggs's  of  Heidleberg  Township,  Henry  Diggs,  the  Son  of 
Mr.  John  Diggs,  aforesaid,  oame  to  him  and  ask'd  him  to  go  with 
him  to  Martin  Kitimiller's,  whereupon  the  Examinant  aaid  to  the 
said  Henry,  <<  I  am  going  there  presently — What  are  you  going  there 
about  V  To  which  the  said  Henry  reply'd,  '<  To  take  Martin  Kits- 
miller.'^  That  he,  the  Examinant,  then  said,  that  he  did  not  care 
for  going  there  upon  such  an  Account,  as  some  Trouble  might  foU 
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law.  That  darisg  tbia  Disooane,  the  aforesaid  Mr:  John  Diggs 
Game  to  them,  who  persaaded  the  Examinant  to  go,  telliag  him,  that 
as  there  might  happen  some  Contention,  and  perhaps  Blows,  he 
would  have  him  to  go,  and  he  might  be  a  Means  of  preventing 
them.  That  the  said  Mr.  John  Diggs  also  told  him  that  the  Sheriff 
wonld  be  there  too.  That  he,  the  Examinant,  went  to  Martin  Kits* 
miller's,  and  a  little  after  him  Henry  Diggs  came  there.  That  he^ 
the  Examinant,  oarrj'd  his  Gnn  with  him  in  order  to  get  Jacob 
Eitsmiller,  the  Son  of  the  aforesaid  Martin  Kitzmiller,  to  make  a 
Wiper  (by  which  he  means  a  Screw)  for  his  Gun,  which  the*  said 
Jacob  promised  to  make  for  him.  That  when  Henry  Diggs  came 
there,  who  also  brought  a  Gun  with  him,  the  Examinant  and  the 
said  Henry  try'd  who  could  shoot  best,  for  which  end  Martin  Kits- 
mQIer  shew'd  tMu  a  Tree.  That,  soon  after,  the  Person  who  was 
called  the  Sherif  came  up  to  Martin  Kitsmiller's  House,  at  which 
Time  the  Examinant  was  in  a  Store  Boom  in  the  said  House  with 
one  John  Seifert,  a  Taylor,  who  was  working  there  at  his  Trade* 
That  while  he,  the  Examinant,  was  in  the  Store  Boom,  he  ask'd  for 
a  Dram,  but  could  get  none.  That  there  was  a  great  Noise  out  of 
Doors,  and  he  heard  Martin  Kitzmiller,  whose  Voice  he  could  well 
distiDguish,  call  out,  ^*  Shoot  Dudley  Diggs.''  That  thereupon  he, 
the  Examinant,  ran  out  of  the  House  and  received  a  Blow  immedi- 
ately,  which  knocked  him  down,  but  from  whom  he  knows  not,  and 
that  before  he  was  risen  again,  he  heard  a  Gun  discharged;  and,  as 
soon  as  he  got  up,  he  ran  to  the  Back  of  the  House,  and,  in  a  short 
Time  after  returned  again,  and  Meeting  Martin  Kitamiller,  the  said 
Martin  bid  him  **  Begone,  for  you  are  the  Person  that  brought  these 
People  here,''  and  then  pointing  a  Gun  towards  the  Examinant,  said, 
"  1  will  shoot  you  if  you  don't  go  off."  That  he,  the  Examinant, 
going  towards  the  Smith's  Shop  to  get  his  Horse  and  Gun,  he  saw 
Dudley  Diggs,  a  Son  of  the  aforesaid  John  Diggs,  laying  down  on 
the  Ground,  and  ask'd  him  whether  he  was  shot,  to  which  the  said 
Dudley  Diggs  answer'd,  <'  Yes — I  am  shot."  That  he  the  Exam- 
inant, thereupon  went  away.  That  the  Examinant  has,  since  that 
Time,  heard  the  aforesaid  Mr.  John  Diggs  say,  that  the  Person 
whom  he  called  the  Sherif  was  one  John  Wilmott,  deputed  by  the 
Sherif  of  Baltimore  County,  in  the  Province  of  Maryland.  That  he 
has  been  acquainted  with  5fartin  Kitzmiller  nine  or  ton  years  past* 
That,  according  to  the  best  Information  the  Examiuant  has  had,  and 
the  best  of  his  Judgment,  the  said  Martin  Kitzmiller's  Dwelling  is 
about  four  miles  to  the  Northward  of  the  Temporary  Line  which  was 
run  some  years  since  between  the  Governments  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland,  and  that  he  believes,  (though  he  is  not  sure,)  that  the 
■aid  Martin  KitsmiUer  pays  liis  Taxes  in  Pennsylvania. 

ANTHONY  WOBLEY. 
Sworn  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  ) 

afsd.  26th  day  of  Maroh,  1752,  be-  [ 

fore  me^  YfiLU  Ai^lbh.     ) 
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Deposition  oj  John  Stackers,  1752. 

2.  The  Examination  of  John  Stackers,  of  Heidleberg  Township, 
in  the  Connty  of  York,  Mason,  Before  William  Allen,  Esq',  Chief 
Jufltiee  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Twenty-sixth  Day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  seven,  hundred  and 
Fifty-two. 

The  said  Examinant,  John  Stackers,  (Mason,)  being  solemnly  ex- 
amined on  his  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did 
depose  and  say,  that  on  or  about  the  twenty-sixth  Day  of  February 
last  past,  he  was  at  the  House  of  Mr.  John  Diggs,  when  Henry 
Diggs,  a  Son  of  the  said  John  Diggs,  ask'd  him  whether  he  would 
go  with  him  to  Martin  Kitzmiller's  in  order  to  ti\be  the  said  Martin 
Slitzmiller.  That  John  Wilmot,  who  was  called  (ne  Sheriff,  Dudley 
Digffs,  another  Son  of  John  Diggs,  Anthony  Worley,  and  Patrick 
Coyle,  were  then  there.  That  he,  the  Examinant,  consented  to  go. 
That  they  all  set  out  from  Mr.  Diggs's  to  go  to  Martin  Kitzmiller's 
House.  That  Anthony  Worley  and  Henry  Diggs  had  their  Ouns 
with  them.  That  Worley  said  he  wanted  Jacob  Kitzmiller,  (Martin's 
Son,)  fo  make '  a  Wiper  (meaning  a  Screw)  for  it.  That  the  said 
Anthony  Worley  &  Henry  Diggs  got  to  Kitzmiller's  a  little  before 
the  Rest  of  the  Company.  That  upon  his,  the  Examinant's,  coming 
to  Kitzmiller's  House,  he  went  into  the  House^  where  he  saw  An- 
thony Worley,  who  he  heard  ask  for  a  Dram.  That  he  came  out 
from  the  House  and  went  to  Henry  Diggs,  who  was  behind  the 
Smith's  Shop.  That  while  he  was  there  he  heard  Martin  Kitzmiller 
call  for  bis  Oun.  That  Jacob  Kitzmiller  got  a  Gun,  and  Dudley 
Digffs  seized  it*and  strove  to  take  it  from  the  said  Jacob.  That  he, 
the  Examinant^  having  turned  about  a  little  the  Gun  was  discharff'd 
and  he  saw  Dudley  Diggs  fait  pretty  near  him.  That  he,  the  Ex* 
aminant,  don't  remember  to  have  seen  Henry  Diggs  have  his  Gun  in 
his  Hand  at  any  Time  during  the  Disturbance  and  Scuffle  between 
Diggs's  Company  and  Kitzmiller's  Family.  That  the  Sheriff^  as  he 
was  caird,  and  Patrick  Ooyle,  went  away  immediately  after  Mr. 
Dudley  Di^gs  fell.  That  a  few  Minutes  after  the  Examinant  re- 
ceived a  violent  Blow  over  the  Shoulder  with  a  Club,  as  he  verily 
believes  from  one  of  Martin  Kitzmiller's  Sons,  (which  of  them  he  is 
not  sure,  but  he  believes  from  one  of  the  younger  Sons,)  not  from 
him  who  is  supposed  to  have  shot  Mr.  Diggs.  That  he  soon  went 
away  and  told  Mr.  John  Diggs  what  had  happened. 

His 
JOHN  X  STACKERS. 
Mark. 
Taken  and  Sworn  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  \ 

the  2Gth  Day  of  March,  1752,  Before  me,    I 
Will.  Allen.     J 

*  See  Colon.  Iteo.  Vol.  V.  pp.  682^697. 
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TflE  Examination  of  Fateick  Coyle,  1752. 

The  Examination  of  Patrick  Cojle,  of  Ileidleberg  Township,  in 
York  Coantj,  MasoD,  Before  William  A^llen,  Esq'.,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  ProTioce  of  Philadelphia,  the  Twenty-Sixth  I^j  of  Mareh, 
in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Fiftj- 
two. 

The  said  Examinant,  Patrick  Goyle,  being  examined,  on  hia 
solemn  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almiehty  God,  did  depose 
and  say,  that  he  was  at  the  Honse  of  M*"  John  Oiggs,  of  Heidleberg 
Township,  on  the  Twenty-fifth  Bay  of  February  last  past,  and  that 
John  WUlmot,  who  was  called  the  Sheriff  by  the  said  M'  Diggs,  was 
there  likewise ;  that  in  the  Evening  of  that  Day  it  was  agreed  between 
the  said  John  Willmot,  the  Ezaminant,  &  some  others,  that  they 
would  go  the  next  Day  and  take  Martin  Eitzmiller,  of  Manheim 
Township.  The  Examinant  being  persuaded  by  M'  John  Diggs  to 
go,  M'  Diggs  telling  him  that  he  might  be  a  means  of  preventing 
Blow8|  or  some  Hurt  being  done,  if  any  Quarrel  should  happen. 
That,  accordingly,  the  next  Day,  the  said  John  Willmot,  John 
Stackers,  Anthony  Worley,  Dudley  Diggs  and  Henry  Diggs,  Sons 
of  the  aforesaid  M'  John  Diggs,  and  the  Examinant,  went  to 
Martin  Eitzmiller's  House,  in  order  to  apprehend  the  said  Martin. 
That  the  said  Henry  Diggs  &  Anthony  Worley  had  each  of  them  a 
Gun  with  him.  That  Anthony  Worley  said  he  carryM  his  Gun 
with  him  in  Order  to  get  a  Wiper  (meaning  thereby  a  Screw)  made 
by  Jacob  Eitzmiller,  Martin's  son.  That  the  aforesaid  John  Will- 
not  taking  hold  of  Martin  Eitzmiller,  told  him  that  he  took  him  in 
his  Lordphip's  Name,  at  the  Suit  of  John  Diggs.  That  they  strug- 
gled together,  the  said  Martin  striving  to  get  away  from  the  said 
John  Willmot.  That  the  said  Martin  Eitzmiller  called  out  for  a 
Gun.  Whereupon  the  aforesaid  Jacob  Eitzmiller  run  into  the 
Smith's  Shop,  and  brought  out  from  thence  a  Gun.  That  the  afore- 
said Dudley  Diggs  seized  the  Gun,  and  desired  the  said  Jacob  to 
discharge  it,  who  answered,  «  I  will  not  shoot  any  Man,  let  the  Gun 
go.''  That  there  was  a  Struggle  for  some  Time  between  them  for 
the  Gun,  during  which  the  Examinant  was  afraid  some  M-iscbicf 
would  happen,  and  therefore  was  going  towards  the  said  Dudley  and 
Jacob  in  order  to  take  the  Gun  from  them,  when  he  received  two 
Blows  with  a  club  from  John  Leonard  Eitzmiller,  another  son  of 
Martin,  which  Blows  the  Examinant  retum'd  with  a  Stick  he  had 
in  his  Hand,  which  he  used,  when  riding,  instead  of  a  Horse  Whip. 
Whereupon  the  said  John  liconard  Eitzmiller  dropt  his  Club  &  run 
off.  That  the  said  Jacob  Eitzmiller,  getting  the  Gun  from  the  said 
Dudley  Diggs,  who  tum'd  about  thereupon  to  go  away  from  the 
said  Jacob,  the  said  Jacob  pointed  the  said  Gun,  Breast  high,  di« 
leetly  towards  the  said  Dudley,  and,  discharging  it,  shot  him  in  tho 
lower  Part  of  his  Back.    Whereupon  John  Seifert^  a  Taylor,  oame 
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oat  of  Martin  Eitzmiller's  Hoase,  and  cry'd  ont  that,  *'  If  their  did 
not  go  off  immediately,  they  should  all  M  shot  down  as  the  Other 
lay,  for  they  bad  no  Business  there.'^  That  they  all  thereupon  wenl^ 
off.  That  the  said  Dudley  Diggs  dy'd  of  the  Wound  he  reeeiv'd  at 
that  Time ;  and  that  neither  M'  Henry  Diggs,  nor  any  other  Person 
present,  during  the  Affray,  had  any  Gun  in  his  Hands,  except  the 
one  that  Jacob  brought  out  from  the  Smith's  Shop. 

PATRICK  COYLL. 
Taken  and  sworn  at  the  City  of*) 

Philadelphia,  the  said  26^"  f-  Before  me. 

Day  of  March,  1752.  ) 

Willi.  AiiLBir. 


The  Examination  of  John  Leonard  Eitzmiller,  1752, 

The  Examination  of  John  Leonard  Elitzmiller,  (Son  of  Martia 
Kitzmiller,  of  Manheim  Township,  in  York  County,)  aged  nine- 
teen Years,  or  thereabouts,  the  twenty  Sixth  Day  of  March,  ia 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Fifty  two. 
Before  William  Allen,  Esq'.,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Exaroinant,  John  Leonard  Kitamiller,  being  examined,  on 
his  soFemn  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Qod,  deposeth 
and  saith.  That  about  the  latter  End  of  February  last  past,  he  the 
Examinant  and  his  younger  Brother  John  Kitimiller,  having  been 
eettiog  Tumeps  in  a  field  at  a  little  Distance  from  his  Father's 
House,  were  bringing  them  Home,  when  the  Examinant  saw  Henry 
I^'iggSy  Son  of  M*"  John  Di^,  of  Heidleberg  Township,  by  his  (the 
Examinant's)  Father's  Smith's  Shop,  holding  a  Oun  in  his  Hands, 
and  moving  it  to  and  fro,  which  Gun,  as  the  Examin*  came  nearer,  he 
found  to  be  directed  towards  the  Examinant's  Father,  who  was  strug* 
filing  to  get  free  from  a  Man,  a  Stranger  to  the  Examinant,  who  had 
fast  Hold  of  him.  That  when  he  came  up  to  his  Father's  House, 
he  saw  John  Stackers,  the  aforesaid  Henry  Diggs,  Anthony  Worley, 
Dudley  Diggs,  (another  Son  of  John  Digffs,)  Patrick  Coyle,  and  the 
Stranger  aforesaid,  before  the  Door  with  the  Examinant's  Father  and 
Mother  among  them.  That  some  of  the  Company  beat  his  Mother^ 
)uli'd  off  her  Cap  and  tore  her  Hair.  That  his  Brother  John  being 
rightened,  soon  ran  away  and  hid  himself,  lest  he  should  get  hurt* 
That  there  was  such  Confusion,  he  cannot  say  who  beat  his  Mother. 
That  the  aforesaid  Henry  Diggs,  having  laid  aside  his  Gun,  the  said 
Henry  and  John  Stackers  beat  the  Examinant  with  Clubs,  and 
broke  and  out  his  Head,  so  that  it  bled  very  much.  That  he  the 
Examinant  ran  away  as  soon  as  possible,  being  very  much  hurt  and 
affrighted.    That  he  did  not  see  any  Thing  more  till  the  Company. 
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were  AbfX^rsed,  when  lie  saw  Dudley  Diggs  laying  down  by  the 
Smith's  Shop,  but  did  not  go  him.  That  the  Ezaminant's  Father 
and  the  Bzaminant  set  out  for  York  Town  before  the  Death  of  Dad- 
ley  DiggSy  who,  he  understood,  died  some  time  after  their  leaving 
Home.  That  Jacob  Kitsmiller,  the  Ezaminant's  Brother,  came  to 
York  Town  soon  after  the  Ezaminant  &  his  Father.  That  Jacob 
Bheely  eame  to  the  Ezaminant's  Father's  Mill  with  some  Horse 
Loads  of  Wheat  to  be  ground,  and  he  believes  continued  thereabout 
doriDg  the  whole  Affray.  That  the  Ezaminant's  Father  has  liv'd 
whffle  this  Affray  hapjyen'd  about  thirteen  Years  and  has  paid  his 
fuzes  in  Pennsylvania  during  that  Time,  &  That  his  Father's  House 
is  four  or  five  Miles  Northward  of  the  temporary  Lino  for  dividing 
the  Provinces  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 

LBNHAKD  KUTZMULLER. 
Taken  and  sworn  at  the  Gity"^ 

of  Philadelphia  on  the  said  f-  Before  me. 

26«»  Day  of  March,  1752J 

Wile.  Al£EN. 

*'  hidaned — '*  Ezamioation  of  Patrick  Coyle  &  John  Leonard  Kitz- 
niller,  20«  March,  1752." 


Thb  Examination  of  Jacob  IS^eelt,  1752* 

The  Ezamination  of  Jaeob  Sheely,  of  Mountjoy  Township,  in  York 
County,  Wheelwright,  Beforej William  Allen,  Esquire,  Chief  Jus- 
tioe  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  twenty  Sizth  Day  of 
3Iareh,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
Fifty-two. 

The  said  Ezaminant,  Jacob  Sheely,  upon  his  Oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  Qod,  did  solemnly  depose  and  say,  that 
about  the  End  of  February  last  past,  or  the  beginning  of  this  Month 
of  March,  he  came  to  Martin  Kitzmiller's  Mill  with  three  Horse 
Loads  of  Wheat  to  be  ground  That  when  the  said  Martin  Kitz- 
milter  was  about  to  take  the  Wheat  off  the  Horses,  A  Man,  who  is 
a  Stranger  to  the  Ezaminant,  took  Hold  of  Martin  Kitzmiller's  right 
Hand,  and  keeping  his  Hold,  said  to  Martin  Kitzmiller,  I  arrest  you 
at  the  suit  of  M'.  John  Diggs.  That  M'.  Dudley  Diggs  and  the 
Man  who  seiz'd  Martin  Kitzmiller,  with  four  other  Persons,  (whose 
Names  are  all  unknown  to  the  Ezaminant,  tho'  he  knows  that  two 
of  them  are  Masons,)  were  about  Martin  Kitzmiller's  House  and  an 
Aftay  happened,  during  which  Martin  Kitzmiller's  Wife  and  Son 
John  Leonard  Kitzmiller  got  some  Blows ;  that  he  saw  the  Son  come 
from  a  Field  to  his  Fathers  Assistance,  and  soon  after  bleeding  and 
running  away  from  the  Company.  That  two  Guns  were  brought 
bj  the  Company  who  cam&  to  Kitzmiller's  House,  but  that  during 
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the  Affray  the  EKaminant  did  not  see  any  Oan  among  theib,  bat 
the  One  which  Jacob  Kitzmiller,  Martin's  Eldest  Son,  had  in  his 
Hands.  That  Jacob  Eitzmiller  coming  ont  of  the  Smith's  Shop, 
and  bringing  a  Gan  with  him,  to  assist -his  Father^  Dudley  Biggs 
and  two  Others  seized  him  and  his  Gun,  and  strove  to  wrest  it  out 
of  his  Hands.  That  during  the  strugglci  the  Oun  was  by  some 
Means  discharged,  (but  how  or  by  what  Means  the  Ezaminant  knows 
not)  whereby,  be  was  informed,  that  the  said  Dudley  Diggs  was  shot 
in  the  Back.  That  Martin  Eitsmiller  and  his  Sons  soon  went  from 
Home,  and  all  the  other  Company  wentaoff,  except  one,  who 
remained  with  Dudley  Diggs,  who  dyed  in  a  few  Hours  after  receiv- 
ing the  Wound  aforesaid.  That  before  the  death  of  the  said  Dudley 
Diggs,  ho  the  Ezamin*  strove  to  lift  him  from  the  Ground,  but  he 
could  not  raise  him.  That  he  haa  known  the  aforesaid  Martin  Kitz- 
miller  siz  or  seven  Years,  and  has  been  informed  by  People,  who 
live  near  to  Martin  Kttzmiller,  that  the  said  Martin's  House  is  about 
three  or  four  miles  distant  from  the  Temporary  Line,  and  that  he 
understands  and  verily  believes  that  the  said  Martin  usually  pays 
his  Tazes  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Ezaminant  being  ask'd  whether 
he  saw  Jacob  Kitsmiller  present  or  point  the  Gun  towards  Dudley 
Diggs?  he  answered  that  he  did  not  see  any  such  Thing. 

JACOB  SIBLE. 
Taken  &  sworn  at  the  City") 

of  Philadelphia,  the  26'^  f  Before  me. 

Day  of  March,  1752.      \ 

WILL.    AlLEIT. 

A  true  Copy,  carefully  ezamined  by 

James  Read,  CI'  Co'. 

inc^^rieJ— Ezamination  of  John  Seifert  &  John  Sheely,  26^^ 
March,  1752." 


6.  The  Examinatwn  of  John  Sti/ert,  of  Heidelberg  Township, 
in  York  County,  Taylor,  Before  William  Allen,  Esquire,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  twenty-sizth  day  of  March^ 
in  the  year  of  bur  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Ffty-two. 

The  said  Ezaminant,  John  Seifert,  being  ezamined,  on  his  Oath, 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose  and 
sa^,  that  about  the  End  of  February  last  past,  or  the  Beginning  of 
this  month  of  March,  he  was  employed  at  his  Trade,  at  Martin 
Kitzmiller's,  and  was  in  the  House'  so  seated,  that  he  could  see  out 
of  it  from  a  Window  and  Door.  That  one  Anthony  Worley  came 
into  the  House  and  told  Martin  Kitsmiller  that  he  wanted  half  a 
gallon  of  Liquor,  &  desired  him  to  let  him  have  it,  for  he  had  won 
80  much  of  Henry  Diggs,  in  shooting  at  a  Mark,  having  shot  into 
the  Black.  Martin  Kitzmiller  said  he  had  no  Liquor.  That  the 
said  Anthony  Worley  then  went  out  of  the  House;  and  presently. 
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Pudhgr  SiggB,  P^triok  Ooyle,  and  anotker  P«nM»,  unkiioim  to  ibe 
Examinant,  eame  up  to  the  Smith's  Ship.  That  Jaeob  Sheelj  eaaa 
about  the  Same  Time  to  Martin  .Kitzmillor's  Mill.  That  Henry 
Digg8|  and  Anthony  Woiley  had  Gaue.  That  Martin  Eitzmiller, 
beiaff  seised  by  one  of  the  Company,  -called  for  Help,  that  he  mi^ht 
get  uee.  That  the  Wife  of  the  said  Martin,  Juliana  EitzmilTer, 
therenpon  eame  out  of  the  House,  at  which  Time,  the  Person  called 
the  Sherif,  had  hold  of  Martin,  and  Henry  Bigg's  Gun  was  pointed 
by  the  said  Henry,  towards  the  said  Martin.  That  the  said  Kits- 
miller's  Wife  going  up  to  the  Assistance  of  her  Husband,  was  mneli 
palled  by  the  Person  who  had  hold  of  him.  That  at  length,  Martin 
EitimiU<)r  got  free  and  went  mto  his  House,  where  the  flzaminant 
slill  was.  That  Tery  soon  after,  the  Ezaminant  heard  a  Gun  go  off, 
while  Martin  KitzmiUer  was  in  the  House,  upon  which  the  warn*, 
went  out  of  the  Honse.  That  he  found  that  Dudley  Diggs  had 
ceoeiTed  a  Wound  by  Shot  in  the  Back,  of  which  Wound  belied  in 
two  or  three  Hours.  That  M'.  Bigg's  Company,  upon  his  reoeiTUig 
the  Wonnd,  went  off  as  quickly  as  they  could.  For  the  said  Martin 
Eitamiller,  bringing  his  Gun  out  of  the  House,  threatened  to  shool 
them,  if  they  did  not  go  off  immediately.  That  the  Man  who  had 
seised  the  said  Martin,  being  about  to  get  his  Horse,  the  Ezaminant 
said  to  him,  '*  I  desire  you  would  go  and  leave  your  Horse,  or  you 
^  will  certainly  be  a  deiid  man."  'Whereupon,  the  said  Person  went 
off  without  fails  Horse.  That  the  Ezaminant  and  Henry  Biggs, 
(whom  the  Ezaminant  call'd  to  come  to  his  Brother,  assoring  him 
no  One  should  hurt  him,)  strove  to  help  the  said  Budley  Biggs  on 
his  Feet,  &  to  move  him,  but  could  not  carry  him  but  a  little  way* 
That  the  Ezam^  then  order'd  the  young  Women  about  the  House 
to  bring  B^me  straw,  and  accordingly,  some  Bundles  of  Straw  were 
brought^  &  spread  under  the  said  Budley,  who  dy'd  in  two  or  three 
Hours.  That  Martin  KitzmiUer  &  his  sons,  Jacob  and  John 
Leonard,  went  away,  as  he  believes,  to  York  Town,  to  give  an 
Account  of  this  unhappy  Affair.  That,  before  the  Beith  of  Budley 
DigiQi,  he  heard  Che  said  Budley  say,  <<God  Almigjity  will  forgive 
^f  him,  and  I  hope  they  will  hot  hurt  the  Boy.'^  That.he,  the  Ezam*., 
knows  the  Temporary  Line  between  the  Provinces  of  Maryland  & 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  distant  about  four  miles  southward  of  Martin 
Eitimiiler's  House.  That  he  understands,  and  really  believes,  that 
the  said  Martin  naually  pays  his  Tazes  in  Pennsylvania,  for  that  he 
(moe  saw  him  pay  Tazes,  (when  tho  Ezam^  was  at  his  House,)  he 
thinks  BOj  to  Frederick  Kelwicks,  of  Tork  County,  last  Year.  The' 
Bzamin^  being  ask'd  where  Henry  Biggs  stood,  when  he  pointed 
his  Gna  towards  Martin  KitzmiUer?  and  how  long  he  stood  w^. 
his  Gon  so  pointed  1  He  answer'd,  that  the  said  Henry  Biggs  stood 
at  the  Comer  of  the  Smith's  Shop,  on  the  dde  where  the  Boor  is, 
tad  that  be  does  not  know  how  long  he  held  his  Gun  pointed,  or 
had  it  in  hia  Hands. 

JOHN  SEIFSRT. 
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Ttk^  and  wwaea,  at  tbd  CSiy  of  Pluladdphi^  iiie  2(Mh  D«y  of 
Manh.  Anno  Domini.  1752.  Before  me^ 


Nicholas  Scull  to  Wm.  Parsons,  1752. 

PhUad.,  May  23*,  1752. 
Dear  Sir  :— 

This  Morniog,  about  7  O'Clock,  Captain  Shirley  arrived  from 
London,  by  M'.  Peters,  reoeiv'd  a  Letter  from  the  Proprietor,  con- 
cerning the  Town  of  Easton,  an  Extract  of  which  he  has  sent  yon. 
I  have  sent  you  a  Plan,  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  Proprietors 
intention  concerning  the  Square ;  you  will  soe  that  the  Lots  on  thd 
East  side  of  the  Square,  cannot  be  120  feet,  as  his  honour  proposed, 
inasmuch,  as  the  Lots  on  that  side,  are  not  more  than  280  feet  deep, 
as  appears  by  a  rough  draft  of  the  plan  sent  home,  which  1  have  sent 
you.  I  have  laid  them  down  110  feet,  as  they  realy  will  be,  ao- 
cording  to  the  proprietors  Scheme ;  as  to  the  other  parts  of  his 
directions  concerning  the  Lots,  you  will  no  doubt  conform  to  what 
he  proposes,  as  far  as  yon  find  if  practicable,  for  you  will  see,  that 
after  he  has  given  direction  about  the  Square,  the  rest  of  what  he 
says,  is  little  more  than  proposing  what  may  be  done,  to  which  I 
can  say  nothing,  as  not  knowing  how  it  will  affect  the  new  plan,  of 
which  I  have  no  Copy. 

It  18  a  misfortune,  that  we  did  not  know.the  Proprietors  pleasure 
sooner,  but  as  that  can't  be  now  helpt,  we  must  do  as  well  as  we 
can ;  however,  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  clearly  see  the  proprie- 
tors design  by  his  Letter.  It  seems  to  me,  that  if  his  Instructions 
concerning  the  Lots  fronting  the  Square,  be  complied  with,  it  will 
be  a  thing  indifferent,  how  the  others  adjoining  them  are  laid.  And 
between  Friends,  I  think,  that  the  Square  proposed  by  his  Honour, 
b  too  Small  for  Publick  uses,  when  a  Fifty  Foot  Street  is  left  be- 
tween that  and  the  buildings ;  however,  you  will  consider  whether 
it  wilL  be  best  to  depart  a  Uttlc  From  the  Proprietary  Scheme, 
when  it  is  of  a  manifest  advantage  in  regard  to  the  Sise  of  the 
Adjoining  Lots  to  do  so,  or  keep  strictly  to  his  directions. 

I  Sincerely  Sympathize  with  you  in  your  present  Situation,  in 
regard  to  the  Pe6ple  who  will  next  Monday  apply  for  Lots,  when  by 
reason  of  this  new  Scheme,  it  will  not  be  in  your  power  to^  serve 
them,  till  you  have  found  another  plan ;  how  you  will  manage,  is 
hard4o  say,  but  your  known  resolution  &  dispatch,  dves  me  hopes, 
that  you  will  codduct  the  affiiir  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned, 
notwithstanding  what  he  wrote  to  yon  Yesterday,  that  you  will  not 
meddle  with  the  water  Lots  till  further  orders.  .1  know  nothing  of. 
the  contents  of  the  First  Letter,  Save  the  Extract  that  you  have,  and 
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e«i8eqii»ilj,  Bolhiig  of  what  ifl  done  ftbottt  ndUMQg  iho  ffOfiadil 
Linefl,  nor  hate  I  any  News  to  Jtell  yon. 

I  anni  dear  Friend, 

Tonm  Sineerely, 

NICHO.  SCULL. 

<<  !Fo  William  Parwns,  Esq'.,  at  Easton.'' 


STAHocsirr  ov  Excisb  Collbctbd,  1752-8. 

CoOocUdfrfm  lu  June,  1752  io  1753,  ly  the  foOowing  CoCru  <y 

Bzci$e,  Vix*: 
By  Jo0.  Redman,  in  Philadv  Conntyi  £2,000  12  08 
Sundry  Retailers,  @  JCS  %t  an- 

nam, 203  05  00 

AmoietyofFineSi    .        .        .20  15  00 


2  224  12  08 
deduct  5  ^  eent  for  reoeiving,      'ill  04  07} 


By  John  Woolston,  in  Bocks  C».      •     ^283  05  00 
Sondry  Retailers,      .        .        %  9  00  00 

292  05  00 
dedoot  10  ^  cent,  for  Receiving,        29  04  06 

By  Jeremy  Star,  in  Chester  C\,      .     £427  16  00 
Sandry  Retailers,       •        .        .    .       7  10  00 

435  06  00 
dednot  10  ^  cent.,   .        .        .         43  10  07 

By  Axthor  Patterson,  in  Lan''.  C'.,  .     J^223  05  01 
deduct  10  ^  cent,  ...  22  06  07  . 

By  David  McCananghy,  in  Tork  G*.,       £60  18  04 
deduct  10  ^  cent.,  .        .        .  6  01  10 

By  James  Lindsey,  in  Cumberland 

County,       ....       £55  00  04 
deduct  10  ^  cent.,  .        •  5  10  00 

By  John  Haghes,  in  Berks  C^,       .     £404  01  02 
Moiety  of  Fines,       .        •        .  5  00  00 

409  01  02 
dedoctlOf  cent.,  .        .       :         40  18  01 
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£2,113  08  Oi 


£263  00  06 

891  16  05 

200  is  06 

54  16  06 

49  10  04 


368  03  01 

by  Google 
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Bj  D&qmI  Gray,  in  Nortbampton  C*.,       £i^  07  00 

deduct  10  f  cent.,  .        .        .  8  12  08i 

77  14  8i 

Amonnt  of  Excise  from  June  let,  

1752;  to  Ist  June;  1758,     .        .  £3,519  06  08 

Ineome  of  the  Loan  Office  Collected  from  last  yeat^s  AccUj  Yii : 

Principal  Soma  or  Quotas  not  become 

^     due, £49.582  13  04 

Quotas  Outstanding,  and  now  due,    .     19,552  09  02 
102  Mortgages  taken  on  the  7th  ^ 

Re-Emission  of  the  2<,  £80,000  V       6,601 10  00 

Act,       ....        .3 

41  Mortgages  taken  on  the  8**  Be«  |       g  .33  ^^  ^^ 

Emission  of  said  Act,        .        •  )  ' 
Outstanding ^ Interest    on    all' j« V 

Mortgages,  for  which    Broken  [-      ^,460  12  03 

Interest  is  Paid,       •        .        . ) 


87,235  04  09 


Interest  on  £87,235  04  09,  @.  5  ^ 
cent., £4,361  15  02 

7,881  01  10 

Deduct  what  is  to  be  sunk  yearly  ^ 

out  of  the  £5,000,  granted  for  I  500  00  00 

the  Kings'  use,        .        •        .  j  ♦  ' 

The  Neat  Produce  of  the  Excise)  1*7001  ni  ia 

and  Interest  Money  f  Annum,  J  ^7,d8i  vi  w 

NB.  The  Excise  is  calculated  for  the  year  1753,  none  but  one  of 
the  Collectors  having  settled  for  1754,  and  therefore,  the  amount  of 
that  year  could  not  be  Estimated. 

An  Account  of  Publick  money  that  should  have  heen  in  hand  \bth 
S^tem'r  la^t,  hy  the  Laws  now  iii  heing^  Yiz^  : 

Outstanding  Interest  on  all  the  Mortgages,  .  £8,460  12  03 
Gash  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,    .         .         .  1,255  03  05 

Cash  in  the  Hands  of  the  Treasurar,         .•        .  462  10  10 

If  the  Mortgage  Deeds  were  Carefully  Exam* ' 

ined,  there  would  be,  without  all  doubt, 

£6,000,  due  for  Broken  Interest  upon  all  \  4,000  00  00 

the  Outstandings.     However,*  to  be  rather 

under  than  oyer,  they  are  put  down  at, 

£14,178  06  06 
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SuBSCnUBBBS  TO  PbNKBA.  HOSPITAL,  1751-2. 

Lui  of  Suh^cr^bert  Uf  the  Capital  Stock  of  (he  Pennsyhanta 
Hospital 

IM  of  those  that  h&ve  given  Bondfl. 


1751. 

5^.  mo.  !■*.,      Israel  Pemberton^ 

.    100 

Israel  Pemberton,  j«B'-i 

.    100 

.  Benj.  Franklin,  • 
Anthony  Morris,  jun'., 

.   -26 

60 

.  Isaac  Jones, 

.      10 

Thomas  Cadwallader, . 

26 

.  Thomas  Bond,    . 

.      26 

,                          Joseph  Morris,  . 

.       15 

.  James  Pemberton, 

.      26 

David  Hall, 

.      10 

Samnel  Rboads, 

.      10 

Charles  Norris,  . 

.      26 

.  Isaac  Norris, 

100 

John  Ross, 

16 

Charles  Jones,    . 

.      16 

Recs  Meredith,  . 

.      40 

.  William  Fishbonm,    . 

16 

Cha*.  &  Alex'.  Stedman, 

40 

6«V  mo.  18*\,    William  Plumsfcead,    . 

.      26 

5*».  mo.  !•*.,    .  Robert  Tuik, 

.      20 

.  Thomas  Lightfoot,     . 

15 

Robert  Moore,    . 

25 

Wight  Massey,  . 

10 

Samuel  Mifflin,  . 

.      25 

Hngh  Roberts,  . 

26 

• 

Joseph  Fox, 

.      26 

Anthony  Morris, 

.      75 

Samnel  Noble,    . 

10 

.  Thomas  Lawrence,  jon'.. 

10 

Abel  James, 

16 

John  Jones, 

10 

Joseph  Leech,    . 

10 

John  Redman,   . 

10 

George  Mifflin,  . 

26 

6«'.  mo.  14**.,    John  Mifflin,     . 

26 

5*^  mo.  !•*.,      Evan  Morgan,    . 

10 

Joseph  King,     . 

.      10 

John  Smith, 

.      50 

William  Griffits, 

10 

Morris  Morris,  jan'.,  . 

10 

Jt 

Samuel  Neave,   . 

►    .  26 

Amount  carried  forward, 
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1751.  Amonnt  brought  forwtrd, 

S*'*.  mo.  I'^i      Jonathan  Mifflin, 
Jaoob  Lewis, 
Franois  Richardson, 
John  Hughes,    • 
Enoch  Flower,  • 


1762. 

!•*.  mo.  10«»., 

2*.  mo.  19**., 
1751. 

5**.  mo.  I**., 
1752. 

3*.  mo.  1-*., 


1751. 


5**.  mo.  1«*., 


1752. 


1751. 


1**.  mo.  1*., 


1752. 


5<*.  mo.  1«*., 


WUHam  Shippen, 
James  Logan,     • 

Townsend  White, 

Matthew  Johns, 
Daniel  Williams, 
Peter  Sonmans,  • 

Solomon  Fassel, 
William  Branson, 
Thomas 'Say, 

Benjamin  Lesley, 

Phineas  Bond,    • 


3'.  mo.  1*^,       Joseph  Lownes,  • 

10**.  mo.  25'*.,  James  Wright,   . 

.  John  Bleakey,   • 


33    6    8 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 
25 

10 

10 
10 
12 

10 

50 
10 

12 

10 

12  10 

20 

50 

1,454  16    8 


IasI  of  Sulicribers  that  have  not  given  Bond$» 


William  Allen,  50 

Edward  Hicks,  10 

William  Hodge,  5 

William  Clemm,  8 

Edmund  WoUey,  5 

John  Gpates,  10 

William  Nicholson,  3 

William  Wallace,    .  10 

William  Attwood,  50 

Lloyd  Zachary,  80 

John  Kearsley,  Sen^,  80 

James  Lownes,        .  IX) 

John  Kearsley,  Junr.,  10 

Adam  Thompson,    .  10 

William  Blair,  10 

Augustine  Hicks,  £ 

John  Bkckey,  1 


John  Campbell,  8 
Jn*.  ft  Jaoob  Bankson,  10 

John  Weir,  5 

Joseph  Jonson,  6 

John  Brooks,  6 

And"^.  Rambo,  5 

John  Lacy,  5 

John  Lord,  5 

Warwick  Ooates,  5 

Joseph  Cos,  5 

Phillip  Hnbbert,  5 

Moses  Ooz,  8 

William  Hinton,  2 

John  Nixon,  10 

Edward  Shippen,  10 

885 
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Liit  of  Subtcriberi  Paid. 


Joseph  Wbarton,  50 

Thomas  GraBoney  20 

AaroD  Hassert,-  25 

Thomas  Stretch,  10 

AnthoDy  Benosett|  10 

Joahoa  Crosby,  100 

Adam  Barker,  10 

Caspar  WisUr,  50 

Kiehard  Peters,  50 

Jimcs  West,  3 

William  Alien,  50 

John  Ileynell,  40 

Derrick  Johnson,  25 

Samnel  Sansom,  15 

Chiisr.  Sour,          '  25 

John  Bowmans,  12 

John  Unbekandt,  10 

Richard  Fanner,  10 

John  Wistar,  20 

8am>.  Pref.  Moore,  30 

Samuel  Powell,  50 

Thomas  Crosby,  25 

Daniel  Bonoasett,  15 

Bobert  Janney,  10 

Samnel  Hazard,  10 

David  Deshler,  15 


Peter  Nygh,  10 

John  Armitt,  20 

John  Nelson,  10 

William  Allen,  50 

Stephen  Anthony,  10 

Joshua  Fitther,  10 

Joseph  Trotter,  10 

Thomas  Paschal,    ,  10 

Isaac  Greenleafe,  20 

Thomas  Lieusley,  4 

William  Moode,  10 

Joshua  Howel,  10 

Andrew  Hodge,  4 

John  Pole,  15 

Joseph  ftichardson,  15 

John  Meas,  10 

Robert  Willan,  10 

£dward  Pennington,  20 

Matthias  Eoplins,  24 


Paid,  .  •  • 
Bonds,  .  . 
Subscriptions, 


♦Capital, 


£962  00  00 

1,454  16  08 

335  00  00 

.  £2,751  16  08 


B.  Pbtbrs  to  Geo.  Stbvbnson,  1752. 

Philad*,  21«*  Septem'',  1752. 

Sir: 

I  inclose  you  the  .Copy  of  a  Paper  sent  to  onr  Governor  by  the 
President  of  Maryland,  M'.  Tasker,  and  am  directed  by  onr  Gover- 
nor, in  the  most  positive  Terms,  to  inform  Yon  that  none  of  the 
OfSeetB  of  or  for  the  County  of  York  ought  to  assess  a  Levy  on  the 
persons  mentioned  in  that  Paper,  or  any  others  who  live  on  any 
Tracts  of  Land  possessed  under  Maryland  Rights,  though  to  the 
Northward  of  the  Temporary  Line,  and  that  this  be  done,  that  they 
most  forthwith  discontinue  and  cease  their  Proceedings,  because  if 
the  Ofllcers  of  York  County  do  this  or  any  other  Act  of  their  re* 

*  **  Copy  examined  by  John  Smith."    Indorsement 
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speoUre  Offices,  or  if  any  Magistnto  inforces  Obedience  to  liia 
Warrant  or  Precept,  on  the  Peoples  living  on  such  Maryland  Tracts, 
snch  Officers  and  Magistrates  do  hereby  violate  the  Royal  Order  and 
will  not  be  countenanced  by  the  Governor,  but  most  readily  given  up 
to  be  punished  as  such  Offences  deserve.  Be  pleased  to  make  this  pub- 
lick,  and  tell  all  concerned  in  the  Offices  of  Sheriff,  Magistrate  or 
Constable  that  they  will  incur  heavy  Penalties  for  their  disobedienoo 
and  it  is  expected  from  you  in  particular  that  yon  do  all  in  Your 
power  to  prevent  these  and  any  other  Breaches  on  his  Majestiea 
Order  settling  the  Temporary  Jurisdiction  between  the  Two 
Provinces. 

I  am, 

Tour  most  humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
To  Geo.  Stevenson,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 

R.  Peters's  letter,  by  order  of  Governor,  to  Geo.  Stevenson,  21 
Sept',  1753.* 


Order  to  Collect  Taxes,  1762. 

York  88. : 

To  John  Coouse,  Collector  of  Hidelberg  T 

These  are  to  require  you  to  Collecl;  and  Receive  from  the  Persona 
Assessed  the  Several  Sums  in  your  Duplicate  respectively  mention- 
ed, and  in  Six  Weeks  from  the  date  hereof  yon  are  to  pay  in  all 
snch  Sums  of  Money  which  you  shall  have  Collected  to  David 
McConaughey,  Treasurer,  and  shall  Complcat  and  Pay  in  the  whole 
and  every  the  Sums  af^  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April  next. 
But  if  any  shall  neglect  or  refuse  Payment  within  thirty  days  after 
Demand  made  as  af ,  you  are  to  levy  the  same  on  the  Goods  and 
Chattels  of  the  Person  Refusing  by  distress  and  Sale  thereof  ren- 
dering the  Overplus  rif  any  be)  to  the  owner,  reasonable  Charges 
being  first  deducted;  out  if  no  distress  can  be  found,  and  the  Per- 
son neglects  or  refuseth  to  Shew  You  Goods  or  Chatties  of  his  own 
forthwith  to  Satisfie  the  Money  then  due,  with  Charffes,  take  the 
Body  of  the  Person  so  refusing  to  the  County  Goal  and  deliver  him 
to  the  Sheriff  or  keeper  of  the  said  Goal,  who  shall  detain  bim  in 
Safe  Custody  without  Bail  or  Main  prise,  untill  payment  be  made, 
and  the  Constable  of  your  district  is  Commanded  to  be  Asttsting  to 

•  **  Read  in  Ceonoil  Sept.  27*"    Not  notified  on  minates. 

I 
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yoQ  if  tb«re  be  Oooasioo :  fkil  not  at  your  Peril.    Dated  the  Siztb 

dsj  of  Jtfiiiarj  Anno  Domini  1749-50. 

PATT.  WATTSON,  \n 
WALTER  SHARP,  j^^°'°^*^^^"- 


No.  £.  f .  d. 

1.  Martin  Bayera,  0  2  6 

2.  Chriatoin  Stoner,  0  8  0 

3.  Peter  Sholts,  0  6  0 

4.  Casper  Berkhamer,  0  2  6 

5.  Matthias  Uilery,  0  2  0 

6.  Philip  Sower,  0  2  6 

7.  Martin  Ungfare,  0  5  0 

8.  John  Counts,  0  7  6 

9.  John  Morningstar,  0  7  0 
10-  Robert  Owings,  0  10  0 

11.  Frederick  Sheets,  0  5  0 

12.  Joseph  Moor,  0  3  0 

13.  Stephen  UUery,  0  7  6 

14.  George  Shrier,  0  6  0 

15.  Nicholas  Fumey,  0  2  6 

16.  Philip  Kinsfoor^  0  3  0 

17.  John  Leathermani  0  4  0 

18.  Adam  Cook,  0  4  0 

19.  Jacob  Peris,  0  2  0 

20.  John  Digges,  0  7  0 


No.  £.  <.  d. 

21.  Wm.  Wapplesplaoe,  0.80 

22.  Ludwick  Shriner,  0  8  6 

23.  Cornelius  MeOaen^  0  2 

24.  Jacob  Pinkhart,  0  3 

25.  Anthony  Sill,  0  7 

26.  Michael  Will,  0  7 

27.  Peter  Middlecalf,  0  6 

28.  David  Young,  0  6  6 

29.  Andrew  Haoier,  0  5  6 

30.  Conrad  Eakron,  0  6  0 
81.  George  Frush,  0  5  0 

32.  Peter  Gerson,  0  10 

33.  Henry  Null,  D'.,  0  3  6 

34.  Michael  Behlar,  0  6  6 

35.  Robert  Whitehead,  0  16 
86.  Henry  Knonf,  0  2  6 

37.  John  Shreder,  0  5  0 

38.  Andrew  Shriver,  0  6  0 

39.  George  Coffman,  0  9  0 

40.  James  McGlain,  0  2  0 


Total  sum  of  this  Duplicate,  JEO  10  0 

Copy. 

Indorsed, 
Inclosed  in  President  Tasker's  Letter  of  30**  July,  1752.* 


Copy  Gov.  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Taskbr,  1752. 

Philadelphia,  the  17  .October,  1752. 


I  hate  sent  the  Bearer,  Jonas  Osbom,  Express  with  directions  to 
apply  to  yoor  Land  Office  for  Copies  of  all  Orders,  Warrants,  Gertie 
fieates  of  Surveys,  Patents  and  other  Papers  there  Registered,  which 
We  been  made  or  issued  for  the  Surveying  and  Granting  the  TracI 
of  land  called  Digges's  Choice,  situate  to  the  Northward  of  tha 

•  Referred  to  in  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  IV.,  p.  692,  "  inclosed  in  Prcs't  Tasker's 
letter,  Jaly  80, 1752,"  ft  referred  to  in  R.  Peters's  letter  above. 
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Temponorj  Line,  And  am  to  request  that  yoa  will  pleue  to  give  your 
Orders  for  having  them  Exemplified  with  all  poeaible  dispatch,  and 
Certified  under  the  Great  Seal  of  your  Province. 
I  am^ 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  ft  most  humble 

Servant, 

J.  H. 
Hon.  Benj*  ifaskar,  Esq'*, 

Indorsed* 

Draught  Letter  of  Gov"  Hamilton  to  Presid*  Tasker,  by  Ezpress, 
17  Oct',  1752. 


Instructions  to  Joseph  Osborn,  1752. 

Philadelphia,  17  October,  1752. 
Jonas  Osborne : 

You  are  to  proceed  to  Annapolis  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  and 
deliver  the  Governor's  Letter  to  the  President,  of  which  I  herewith 
give  you  a  Copy. 

As  soon  as  you  have  delivered  the  Letter,  in  case  Mr.  Tasker  does 
not  give  you  particular  directions  to  the  officers  of  the  Land  Office, 
to  make  out  Copies  of  M  Orders,  Warrants,  Certificates  of  Sur- 
veys, Patents,  and  other  Papers  there  registered,  w^  have  been 
recorded  or  issued  for  the  suryeying  ft  granting  the  Tract  of  Land 
called  Digges's  Choice,  You  are  to  go  to  the  land  office  yourself  & 
apply  to  the  proper  officers  for  such  Copies,  and  when  made  out  and 
completed  under  ye  Great  seal,  you  are  to  pay  the  officers  their  De- 
mand, taking  Receipts,  if  usual,  if  not  usual,  then  let  them  alone. 

If  they  refuse  to  make  out  the  Copies,  be  sure  minute  down  ia 
your  Books  what  they  say  to  you ;  ft  take  care  that  you  apply  to  the 
proper  officers,  and  put  down  in  case  of  refusal  every  thing  that  they 
say,  y'  you  may  make  Oath  of  if  its  required. 

If  the  Papers  are  not  ready  so  as  that  you  can  be  at  Newcastle 
this  day  seven-night,  you  are  to  proceed  to  Lancaster,  and  deliver 
to  Mr.  Francis  the  President's  answer,  with  such  Papers  as  you  shall 
have  procured,  ft  go  w^  him  to  York  Co.  We  shall  desire  it,  ia 
order  to  give  your  Evidence  to  the  Court  at  York,  w^^  is  to  be  ye 
80*^  Instant  3  there  I  shall  see  you,  and  in  case  ye  ten  guineas  are 
not  sufficient  to  defray  ye  Expences  of  Copies  and  your  Charges, 
apply  to  Mr.  Dulany,  Senior  or  Junior,  at  Annapolis,  who  are  hereby 
desired  to  furnish  you  w^  what  money  you  want,  &  ye  Governor 
will  thankfully  repay  it. 

I  write  ft  sign  these  Instructions  by  order  of  the  Govemr. 

BICHARD  PETEOa    . 
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Gov.  Tasker  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1752. 

AnDapolis,  21'*  October,  1752. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  youni  of  the  17^**  Inatant,  I  have  giren  DireotreiM 
to  the  proper  Officers  to  make  oot  Copies  of  the  Beveral  Orders,  War- 
nnts^  Certificates  of  Surveys,  Patents  and  All  other  Papers  relating 
to  M'.  Digges's  Survey,  ezemplifyed  as  you  desire.  These  I  hope 
will  convince  yon  that  His  Grant  was  made  Three  years  before  the 
£oyal  Order  for  the  temporary  Line. 
I  have  directed  This  to  bo  done  without  Fee  or  Reward* 
I  am, 
Sir, 

your  most  Obedient, 

humble  servant, 

B£NJ.  TASKEB. 
Honble  James  Hamilton,  Esq. 


Pbtition  of  Henrt  Darnall  to  Judges,  1752. 

A  Petition  of  Henry  Damall,  Esq',  Attorney  General  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Maryland,  Presented  to  the  Honourable  the  Judges  of  Oyer 
&  Terminer  &  Jail  Delivery,  now  sittigg  at  York  Town,  in  York 
County,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Sbeweth, 

That  the  Attorney  General  of  Maryland  has  Orders  from  the 
Honourable  the  President  and  Council  of  that  Province,  to  declaro 
to  this  Honourable  Court,  That  the  Government  of  Maryland  well 
hoped  That  the  laudable  Endeavours  of  their  Government  would 
effectually  have  answered  the  desirable  Ends  and  Purposes  of  his 
most  Gracious  Majesty,  by  enforcing  Obedience  to  th^  Royal  Order, 
iQ  Council,  Dated  at  Kensington,  on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  May, 
Seventeen  Hundred  &  Thirty-Eight,  to  preserve  Peace  and  good 
Order  amongst  all  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  settled  on  the  Borders  of 
the  two  Provinces. 

But  it  is  with  a  good  deal  of  concern,  they  have  received  the 
News  of  the  Disorders,  which  have  lately  broke  out  upon  the  Bor- 
ders of  their  Province  and  this  of  Pennsylvania. 

Upon  the  first  Notice  of  the  De&th  of  the  late  Mr.  Dudley  Dlgges, 
a  Gentleman  of  a  good  Family,  and  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Province 
of  Maryland,  ft  upon  Information  That  he  was  killed  at  a  Place  in 
the  Possession  of  a  Person  or  Persons  who  held  it  under  a  Kight 
from  the  Proprietor  of  that  Province,  a  very  careful  Inquiry  into  tha 
Mature  of  the  Fact,  of  the  Persons  who  killed  him,  of  all  those  who 
vere  aooessaries  to  it^  ft  of  the  Place  where  it  was  dono;  was  imme- 
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diately  made  by  tbe  Government  of  Maryland;  And  upon  this  In« 
quiry,  they  found  That  the  Place  where  this  cruel  Act  was  perpe- 
trated, was  held  in  Possession  under  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord 
.Baltimore,  Proprietor  of  Maryland,  whereupon  they  conoeiyed  that 
it  expressly  fell  within  the  third  Proposition  confirmed  by  the  Royal 
Order  aforesaid,  which  provides  That  <<  All  other  Lands  in  Contest 
<<  between  the  said  Proprietors,  now  poesest  by  or  under  either  of 
"  them,  shall  remain  in  the  possession  as  they  now  are,  altho'  be* 
<'  yond  the  temporary  Limits  thereinafter  mentioned,  And  also  the 
^<  jurisdiction  of  the  respective  Proprietors  shall  continue  over  such 
<'  Lands,  until  the  Boundaries  shall  be  finally  settled,  And  that  the 
**  Tenants  of  either  side  shalb  not  attorn  to  the  other,  nor  shall  either 
'<  of  the  Proprietors  or  their  Officers,  receive  or  accept  of  attom« 
<<  ments  from  the  Tenants  of  the  other  Proprietor.'' 

Upon  this  Inquiry  into  the  Fact,  and  from  the  just  Sense  &,  01>e- 
dience,  the  Government  of  Maryland  would  on  all  occasions  shew  to 
the  Orders  and  Directions  of  his  most  gracious  Majesty.  His 
Honour  the  President,  conceived  it  to  be  his  indispensible  Duty,  to 
inform  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  That  the  murder  of  the 
late  Mr.  Dudley  Digges,  was  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Lord  Proprietor  of  Maryland,  and  offered  Proofs  to  show  That 
the  place  where  the  cruel  Act  was  done,  had  been  included  within  a 
Survey  made  by  a  Maryland  Surveyor,  before  the  Date  of  the  said 
last  recited  Royal  Order,  in  favour  of  Mr.  John  Digges,  the  Father 
of  the  deceased,  in  virtue  of  a  Warrant  before  then  obtained  in  the 
usual  Form  out  of  the  Land  office  of  the  Lord  Proprietor  of  Mary- 
land. 

Upon  which  his  Honour  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  thought 
proper  to  give  notice.  That  the  Tryal  of  Jacob  Kitamiller,  for  the 
killing  the  late  Mr.  Dudley  Digges,  was  to  be  held  at  this  Place,  & 
upon  this  Day,  and  was  further  pleased  to  signify,  That  any  Persons 
authorized  by  the  Government  of  Maryland,  or  any  others  concened, 
might  lay  before  the  Grand  &  petit  Jurors  qualified  to  try  him,  all 
legal  Proofs,  to  shew,  the  Jurisdiction  in  this  case  belongs  to  the 
Lord  Proprietor  of  Maryland. 

His  Honour,  the  President  of  Maryland,  willing  to  do  every  thing 
on  his  part,  which  may  manifest  an  unfeigned  and  most  perfect  Obe* 
dience  to  all  the  Orders  of  his  Sovereign,  has  thereupon  in  Council 
thought  fit  to  direct  the  underwritten  Attorney  General,  to  attend 
this  Honourable  Court,  and  has  expressly  charged  him  to  insist  that 
the  Tryal  of  Jacob  Kitzmiller  be  had  in  Maryland^  where  the  Fact 
was  committed,  and  not  in  Pennsylvania. 

Of  which  Order  the  said  Attorney  General  acquits  himself  with  • 
the  erea^r  Confidence,  as  he  humbly  apprehends  that  his  Honour, 
the  President  of  Maryland,  demands  no  more  than  what  the  Orders 
of  his  Royal  Master  exact  from  him.     And  he  further  hopes,  That 
this  Honourable  Court  will  the  more  readily  acquiesce  in  so  reason-  ' 
able  and  just  a  Requisition,  as* it  is  of  puUic  Notoriety  That  the 
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■faroirid  Dvdley  Digges  was  killed  at  a  Place  sonreyed  under  a 
Maryland  Warrant,  before  the  Date  of  the  said  Rojal  Order  of  1738, 
•nd  poBaeet  under  a  Maryland  Right,  and  That  no  AttOTnmont  or 
other  Pretext  of  Martin  Kitamiller,  or  of  any  other  Person  or  Per« 
SODS  after  the  Date  of  the  said  Order,  will  prevent  or  take  away  the 
Right  of  the  said^Proprietor  of  Maryland,  or  can  in  the  least  hinder 
the  Force,  Effect  and  Operation  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  In- 


Oiven  at  York  Town,  in  York  County,  on  tho  BO^  Day  of  Oo« 
tober,  Anno  Domini,  1752. 

Signed, 

H.  DARNALL, 

Attorney  Gen'l  of  Maryland. 

Indorsed — Copy  Petition  of  Attorney  General  of  Maryland,  to 
the  Sopreme  Coort  at  York,  in  relation  to  the  Tryal  of  the  Kita* 
Biillers.    30  October,  1752.* 


Wm«  Pa&soks  to  Richard  Peters,  rbspbcting  Easton^ 

1762. 

Easton,  December  8<S  1752. 
Rich<  Peters,  Esq'. 
Sir, 

Upon  removing  my  Family  to  this  Place,  my  Thoughts  have  heen 
uore  engaged  in  considering  the  circumstances  of  this  Infant  Town 
than  ever,  as  well  with  regard  to  its  neighbourhood,  as  the  Pfoba- 
hitity  there  is  of  its  being  furnished  with  ProYisions  from  the  In« 
bthitants  near  about  it,  and  if  there  already  is,  or  probably  may  in 
time  be,  a  sufficient  number  of  settlers  to  carry  on  any  considerable 
Trade  with  the  Town.  For  without  these  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will 
be  impraved  to  any  great  height,  as  well  with  Regard  to  the  Town 
itaelf,  that  is  to  say,  its  Situation,  as  to  Health,  Trade  and  Pleasant- 
peaa.  Easton  is  situate  in  the  Fork  of  the  River  Delaware,  exactly 
ia  that  Part  of  the  Fork  where  the  two  main  Branches  meet,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  South  by  the  West  Branch,  and  on  the  East  with 
the  main  Branch  of  the  River  which  runs  in  this  Place,  nearly  North 
tad  South,  about  120  Perches  to  a  very  pleasant  Brook  of  Water, 
called  Tbttamy's  Creek,  which  bounds  the  Town  to  the  North.  On 
the  West  it  is  bounded  by  a  pretty  high  hill,  that  runs  nearly  parel- 
lel  to  and  at  the  Distance  of  180  Perches  from  the  Main  Branch. 
The  Scite  of  the  Town  is  pleasant  and  very  agreeable,  the  Banks  of 
AH  the  Waters  bounding  it,  are  high  and  clean,  and  if  it  was  as  large 
•gain  as  it  is,  being  now  about  100  acres,  it  might  be  said  to  be  a 

*  See  Col.  Bac  Vol  v.  p.  68a-697. 
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rerj  beaatifiil  placetor  a  Town.  It  is  trae  that  it  is  sarroniided  6v 
every  side  by  Tery  higb  hills,  which  make  it  appear  nnder  some 
Disadvantages  at  a  Distanoe,  and  might  give  some  occasion  for  sus- 
picion of  its  not  being  very  healthy.  But  during  all  the  last  sum- 
mer, which  was  ^ery  dry,  and  the  Pall,  which  has  been  remarkably 
wet,  I  don't  know  that  any  one  has  been  visited  with  the  Vever  or 
'  any  other  Sickness,  notwithstanding  most  of  the  People  have  been 
much  exposed  to  the  night  air  and  wet  weather.  From  whence  I 
make  no  Difficulty  to  conclude  the  Place  is  and  will  continue  very 
healthy.  As  to  the  external  advantages  or  Disadvantages  of  the 
Town,  I  am  not  yet  suffictently  acquainted  with  the  country  to  enu- 
merate them  all.  The  most  conspicuous  are  the  adjacent  Rivers. 
The  main  Branch  in  some  Seasons  of  the  Year,  is  navigable  for 
small  craft,  from  near  100  miles  above  the  Town  to  Philadelphia. 
And  if  it  were  cleared  in  some  Places  of  the  Rocks  which  implode 
the  Navigation  in  the  Summer  Season,  above  as  well  as  below  the 
Town,  (and  I  have  been  told  that  it  is  practicable  in  some  good 
measure  to  clear  them,)  the  Advantage  that  would  accrue  from  the 
Trade  to  and  from  Philadelphia,-must  be  very  considerable,  as  Water 
Carriage  is  much  cheaper,  and,  in  respect  to  several  kinds  of  Meroh^ 
Gh>ods,  much  safer  than  Land  Carriage.  And  in  Regard  to  the 
Trade  up  the  River,  that  would  likewise  be  veiy  advantageous  to  the 
Town,  as  well  as  to  the  Country  in  general,  even  in  the  single  Article 
of  Lumber,  as  there  is  great  plenty  of  almost  all'  kinds  of  Timber 
above  the  Mountains,  where  there  is  also  many  good  conveniencies 
for  erecting  Saw  Mills,  and  several  are  built  there  already.  From 
whence  the  Town  might  readily  be  supplied  with  Boards,  Scantling, 
&0.  The  West  Branch  will  also  be  of  Advantage  to  the  Town,  as 
it  is  navigable  several  miles  for  small  Craft.  And  Tattamy's  Creek, 
being  a  good  Stream  of  Water  to  erect  Mills  upon,  will  also  contri- 
bute towards  the  Advancement  of  the  Place.  The  Jersey  aide  being 
at  present  more  settled  near  the  River,  opposite  to  the  Forks,  than 
the  Pennsylvania  Side,  and  indeed  the  Land  on  that  Side  is  better 
watered  and  more  convenient  for  Settlements,  than  it  is  on  this  Side 
tor  several  miles  about  Easton.  We  have  been  supplied  as  much  or 
more  from  that  side,  as  from  our  own.  But  how  Mr.  John  Cox's 
Project  of  laying  out  a  Town  upon  his  Land  adjoining  Mr.  Martin's 
Land,  on  that  side  the  River,  opposite  to  Easton,  may  affect  this 
Town,  is  haid  to  say,  and  time  only  can  obviate.  But  notwith- 
standing the  Advantages  already  mentioned,  and  perhaps  many  have 
escaped  my  notice,  it  must  be  confest  that  the  Town  labours  under 
several  considerable  Disadvantages.  The  first  that  offers,  I  mention 
with  Submission,  is  the  great  Tract  of  Land  called  the  dry  Land,  to 
the  Westward  of  the  Town.  This  with  another  Tract  adjoining  the 
Town  to  the  Northward,  being  all  together  about  20,000  acres,  is 
almost  the  only  Part  of  the  Country  that,  by  its  nearness  to  the 
Town,  were  it  settled  and  improved,  could  conveniently  and  readily 
afford  a  constant  Supply  of  Provisiona  of  all  kinds,  especially  the 
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8iDan«r  kinds  vhioli  wonld  noi  be  so  oonyenient  for  PeisoDS  wb# 
live  more  remote  to  farniah.  To  the  Westwud  and  Northward  of 
the  drj  Land,  are  the  Moravian  Settlements,  about  eleven  Miles 
from  the  !Fown.  These  Settlements  are  not  only  of  no  Advantage, 
bnt  rather  a  great  Disadvantage  to  the  Town.  For  being  an  entire 
and  separate  Interest  by  themselves,  oorrespoodiog  only  with  one 
another  where  they  can  possibly  avoid  it,  except  where  the  Advan- 
tage is  evidently  in  their  Favour,  it  can't  be  expected  that  the  Town 
should  reap  any  Benefit  from  them.  Besides,  as  they  have  not  hitherto 
raised,  and  as  their  Number  is  continually  encreasing  by  the  yearly 
addition  of  Foreigners,  it  is  not  likelv  that  they  will,  in  time  to  come, 
raise  sufficient  Provision  for  themselves,  but  are  obliged  to  purcbaso 
great  Quantities  from  their  Neighbours,  who  would  otherwise  bring 
it  to  the  Town,  but  this  is  not  to  be  expected  while  they  can  dispose 
of  what  they  have  to  sell  so  much  nearer  Home.  And  this  leads 
mc  to  wish,  for  the  good  of  Easton,  if  the  Honourable  the  Proprie- 
taries should  incline  to  have  the  dry  Lands  improved,  that  it  may 
not  be  disposed  of  to  the  Moravians.  Not  because  they  are  3Iora- 
vians,  but  because  their  interest  interferes  so  much  with  the  Interest 
of  the  Town.  If  the  dry  Lands  should  be  settled  chiefly  by  them, 
the  Master  Brethren  would  have  the  whole  Direction  and  Disposal 
of  all  that  should  be  raised  there.  Which  would  be  more  discour- 
aging and  worse  to  the  Town^  than  if  that  Land  were  not  inhabited 
at  aU.  For  as  long  as  it  remains  uncultivated,  it  will  serve  for 
Kange  to  the  Town  Cattle.  Between  the  Town  and  the  Mountains, 
wbidi  is  about  16  miles,  is  mostly  poor  Land,  and  but  thin  settled. 
The  other  Side  of  the  Mountain  consists  chiefly  of  new  Settlements, 
except  the  Minisinks  and  some  other  Plantations  near  the  River. 
Bat  very  probably  in  time  they  will  contribute  to  the  Advancement 
and  Trade  of  the  Town.  On  the  South  Side  of  the  West  Branch, 
the  Country  is  the  most  and  best  settled,  except  near  the  Town, 
where  the  Land  is  very  hilly  and  stony.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Town 
has  hitherto  been  very  well  supplied  with  Mealj  Beef,  Pork,  Mutton, 
Butter,  Turnips,  &c.  But  how  it  will  be  supplied  with  Hay  and 
Pasturage,  I  can't  yet  clearly  foresee.  I  mean  if  the  Town  cncreases, 
as  I  am  in  great  hopes  it  will.  For  this  Winter,  I  think  we  are 
pretty  well  provided.  However,  this  leads  me  to  mention  Out  Lots, 
which  will  be  more  particularly  wanted  here  than  at  any  of  the 
other  new  County  Towns,  as  they  are  all  of  them  much  better  ac- 
commodated with  Meadow  Ground,  near  about  them,  than  this  Town 
is.  .If  I  might  presume  to  speak  my  Opinion,  and  I  know  you  ex- 
pect I  should,  if  I  speak  at  all.  I  could  wish  that  a  sufficient  Quan* 
tity  of  the  dry  Lands  might  be  appropriated  for  Out  Lots,  and  that 
all  the  Rest  were  to  be  settled  and  improved,* SiUd  that,  by  Dutch 
People;  altho'  they  were  of  the  poorer  sort  of  them.  I  don't  men- 
tion Dutch  People  from  any  particular  Regard  that  I  have  for  them 
more  than  (or  other  People.  But  because  they  are  generally  more 
laborious  and  ^nformable  to  their  Circumstances,  than  some  others 
Vol.  IL— 5 
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smoDgst  us  are.  I  need  not  say  who  they  are,  bnt  il  is  aik  old  Ob- 
servation, that  poor  Gentie-FolkB  don't  always  prove  the  fittest  to 
b^n  new  Places,  where  Labour  is  chiefly  wanted. 

1  can't  hear  of  any  considerable  Body  of  Clay  for  making  Bricks 
or  Potters  Work,  npon  any  of  the  Proprietary's  Land  near  the  Town, 
but  npon  the' 500  Acre  Tract  which  was  snrveyed  for  Mr.  Thomas 
Craig,  near  tbs  Town,  I  am  told  there  is  very  good  Clay,  both  for  a 
Potter  and  Briokmaker.  The  500  acres  belongs  now  to  one  Correy, 
in  Chester  County,  I  wrote  to  you  about  it  very  largely  in  a  former 
Letter.  There  is  now  eleven  Families  in  Easton,  who  all  propose 
to  stay  there  this  Winter.  And  when  our  Prison  is  finished,  which 
there  is  Hopes  it  soon  will  be,  as  it  is  now  covered  in,  there  is  great 
P^bability  that  the  number  will  encrease  before  the  Spring. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 

Indorted — ^Copy  Wm.  Parson's  Letter  to  R.  P.  about  Easton,  of 
the  8  Dec',  1752.  Origiual  sent  to  Prop'  by  Capt"  Browne,  in  Lre, 
of  mine,  the  15^  DoC,  1752. 


Petition  from  Berks  and  Northampton  Counties,  1758. 

To  the  Hononrable  The  Govemonr  and  Conncil  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania : 

The  Petition  of  Divers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Berks 
and  Northampton. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  there  is  great  Occasion  of  a  Road  from  Easton,  to  the  said 
County  of  Northampton,  to  Reading,  in  the  said  County  of  Berks, 
the  Roads  now  Commonly  used,  not  being  laid  out  by  sny  Autho- 
rity, either  from  this  Board  or  from  the  respective  Courts  of  the 
said  Counties,  are  often  diverting  and  obstructed,  and  rendered  al- 
most impassable.  Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  Pray  that 
the  Honourable  Board  will  please  to  take  such  Order  in  the  Premi- 
ses as  your  Honours,  in  your  Wisdom  shall  see  meet,  And  your  Pe- 
tioners;  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

CONBAB  WeISEB,  *  JoHN  JONES, 

Thos.  Craig,  Jasper  Scull, 

HSNRT  HaRVT,  ThOE.  ARMSTRONG) 

Jonas  Sbblt,  Bsnja.  Liohtfoot, 

Jambs  &iad,  Moses  Hetman, 

•  •     Digitized  by  Google 


IfiN^TLYAKIA  ABGHIVBS  1TS8. 

Jacob  Lkvan,  Lewis  Gk)BDON; 

Wm.  Fabsons,  Theobchj)  Baum^ 

Will.  Craio,  Msrrigk  Sta&b, 

fitj :  WiLsoNy  James  Starr, 

Pkob  Haws,  Lyon  Nathan, 

CONBAB  BOWSR,  GeO.  BeALV, 

John  Button,  Isaao  Ley  an, 

James  Biddle,  Peter  Wbitner, 

Richard  Kiqg,  Abraham  Crosius, 

Yost  Henrioh  Sesmans-Huse,  Peter  Weiser.* 


Governor  Clinton  to  Governor  Hamilton,  1753, 

S'. 

I  have  had  the  Pavour  of  yours  of  the  10*^  of  May,  with  a  Copy 
of  Capt  Trent's  to  your  Honour  inclosed,  which  I  communioated  to 
His  Majesty's  Council,  it  came  in  good  time  for  me  to  lay  it  before 
the  Assembly,  which  mett  the  30**^  of  May,  as  I  did  also  the  in* 
closed  Letters  from  Lieut.  Holland  and  Cap^  Stoddert,  by  which 
the  French  seem  determined  to  fix  their  own  Bounds.  I  can  not 
find  that  the  Assembly  have  done  any  thing  yet  in  the  affair,  tho' 
the  preservation  of  the  Indians  is  of  such  Importance,  but  I  shall 
do  myself  the  Honour  immediately  to  acquaint  you,  as  soon  as  I 
can  tell  what  they  will  determine  on  it. 

I  am  of  the  same  opinion  with  you,  that  unless  the  neighbourinff 
Provinces  will  unite,  and  act  jointly  with  spirit,  we  shall  never  curb 
the  Insolence  and  Artifice  of  the  French  from  withdrawing  all  our 
Indians  to  their  interest  entirely.     I  am  with  very  great  Truth, 
Your  Honours 

most  Obedient, 

very  humble  Servant, 

G.  CLINTON.f 
Flushing,  on  Long  Island,  ,_ 

2«  June,  1763. 

• 

♦Read  in  Council,  May  21,  1763.  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  576,  611. 
For  names  of  persons  appointed  to  lay  it  out,  Vol.  VI.  p.  804. 

fBeftd  in  Goondl,  7  Augt,  1763. 
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Commission  to  Samubl  Eire,  Esq.,  1758* 

The  honorable  James  Hamilton,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Governor 
rL   S  1    ^^^  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylva- 
*-  '     *-*    nia,  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Saasez,  upon 
Delaware. 

To  Samuel  Kirk,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Greeting: 
Copy. 

Wheras,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  this 
Province  in  Assembly  met,  have  requested  me  that  I  would  be 
pleased  to  Commissionate  a  Person,  to  be  Serjeant-at-Arms  and  King's 
Messenger,  to  attend  the  Service  of  the  said  House  at  all  Times, 
with  Power  to  Execute  all  Warrants,  Precepts  and  Messages  what- 
soever, which  Should  be  issued  by  their  Orders :  Know  therefore, 
that  I  have  nominated  and  appointed.  And  by  this  my  Commis- 
sion do  nominate  &  appoint  you,  Samuel  Kirk,  to  be  Serjeant  at 
Arms  &  King's  Messenger  and  Proper  Officer,  to  attend  the  Service 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Province,  for  the  Time 
being,  in  Assembly  met,  at  all  Times,  and  to  execute  all  PreceptS| 
Warrants  and  Messages  whatsoever,  which  Shall  be  issued  under 
t|>e  Spefl&er's  Hand,  by  order  of  the  Said  House.  And  all  Magis- 
trates &  other  Officers  mthin  this  Province,  are  hereby  charged  &  com- 
manded to  be  Aiding  &  Assisting  to  you  in  the  due  Execution  of 
your  office,  as  they  will  answer  the  Contrary  at  their  Peril.  And 
this  Commission  is  hereby  declared  to  be  and  remain  in  Force,  until 
my  farther  Pleasure  therein  be  made  known. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Lesser  Seal  of  the  Said  Province, 
at  Philad*.,  this  Twenty-Fifth  Day  of  Aug-*,  in  the  27*^  Year  of  his 
Majesty's  Reign,  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  1753. 

J.  H. 
Indorsed, 

A  Copy  of  the  Sergeant  at  Arm's  Commis",  Aug**,  1758. 


Cash  and  Opinion  of  Council,  on  certain  Bills,  1758. 

Case* 

March  4, 1680. 

King  Charles  the  2<,  by  Letters  Patent,  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  muted  a  Tract  of  Land,  in  America,  unto  William  Penn, 
Esq'.,  his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  and  made  him  &  them  the  true  &  ab- 
solute Proprietarys  thereof,  Saving  always  to  the  Crown,  the  Faith 
and  Allegiance  of  the  said  William  Penn,  his  Heirs  &  Assigns,  ft 
of  the  Tenants  &  Inhabitants  of  the  Premises,  and  saving  also  unto 
the  Crown,  the  Sovereignty  of  the  said  country. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1758.  101 

[To  hold  to,  A  to  the  use  of  the  «*  W"*.  Penn,  hts  Heirs  &  Ae- 
sigDS  forever. 

To  be  held  of  his  b*  Ma^^^,  his  Heirs  and  SnecessorB,  Kings  of 
England,  as  of  the  Castle  of  Windsor,  in  free  and  comon  Soccaoe, 
hj  Fealtj  only,  for  all  ser^^iees;  &  not  in  Gapite,  or  by  Ejiights 
Service. 

Bendering  two  Beaver  Skins^  yearly,  and  the  5^  Part  of  all  Gold 
and  Silver  Oar. 

And  his  Ma*^  thereby  erected  the  s^  Country  into  a  Province,  ft 
Seigniory,  ft  called  it  Pensilvania. 

'  And  thereby  granted  Free,  Full  ft  absolute  Power,  unto  the  s* 
W*.  Penn  ft  his  Heirs,  ^'&  to  his  ft  their  Deputys  ft  Lieut*,  for 
''  the  good  ft  happy  Gk>vm^  of  the  s*  Country,  to  ordain,  make^ 
^  enact,  ft  under  his  ft  their  Seals  to  publish  any  Laws  whatBoever, 
^  For  the  raising  of  Mony  For  the  public  Use  of  the  s*  Province^ 
'<ft  for  any  other  End,  appertaining,  either  .to  the  public  State, 
"  Peace  or  Safety  of  the  s'*  Country,  or  unto  the  private  utility  of 
<' particular  Persons,  according  to  their  best  Discretions,  by  ft  with 
"  the  Advice,  Assent-  ft  Approbation  of  the  Freemen  of  the  s* 
^  Ckmntry,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  or  of  their  Delegates  or  Do- 
"putys,  whom,  for  the  enaeting  of  the  said  Laws,  when  ft  as  often 
"  as  Need  shall  require.  We  will,  that  the  said  W"".  Penn,  ft  his 
^  Heirs,  shall  assemble  in  such  Sort  and  Form  as  to  him-ft  them 
"  shall  seem  best ;  And  the  s*  Laws,  duely  to  execute  unto  ft  upon 
^'  all  People  within  the  s'  Country  and  Limits  thereof.'' 

Then  there  follow  other  Powers,  to  appoint  Judges,  Magistrates^ 
&e.  And  afterwards,  the  Charter  contains,  in  sundry  different 
Parts,  the  other  Clauses  here  following,  viz* : 

''Which  Laws,  so  as  afs*  to  be  published,  Our  Will  ft  Pleasure 
^  is,  And  so  We  injoin,  require  and  comand,  shall  be*  most  absolute 
''  and  available  in  Law,  And  that  all  the  liege  People  ft  Subjects,  of 
^  Us,  Our  Heirs  ft  Su^essors,  do  observe  ft  keep  the  same,  invioi- 
''  lably,  in  those  Parts,  so  far  as  they  concern  them,  under  the  Pain 
''  therein  expressed,  or  to  bo  expressed  :  Provided  nevertheless,  That 
''  the  8*  Laws  be  consonant  to  Reason,  And  be  not  repugnant  or 
"  contrary,  but  as  near  as  conveniently  may  bo,  agreeable  to  the 
^  Laws,  Statutes  ft  EighU  of  this  Our  Kingdom  of  England. 
^  lind  our  further  Will  and  Pleasure  is,  That  the  Laws,  For  regu- 
''kting  ft  governing  of  Property  within  the  s*  Province,  as  well  for 
''  the  Descent  ft  Enjoym*  of  Lands,  as  likewise  for  the  Enjoym*  ft 
''  Succession  of  Goods  ft  Chatties,  ft  likewise,  as  to  Felonys,  shall 
''  be  ft  continue  the  same,  as  they  shall  be  for  the  time  being,  by 
**  the  Gene^  Course  of  the  Law  in  our  Kingdom  of  England,  untU 
"  the  s*  Laws  shall  be  altered,  by  the  s*  W"*  Penn,  his  Heirs  or 
''  Ass*,  ft  by  the  Freemen  of  the  s*^  Province,  their  Delegates  or  De- 
'•"putys,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them* 

''     And  to  the  end  the  s''  W"*  Penn,  or  his  Heirs,  or  other  the 
"  Pknters,  Owners  or  Inhabitants  of  the  s*  Province  may  not,  at 
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<^  any  Time  bereafter,  bj  Misoonstraotion  of  the  Povers  afs',  thro' 
''  Inadvertency  or  Design,  depart  from  the  Faith  and  due  AllegiaBee 
^  which,  by  the  Laws  of  this  Our  Kingdom  of  England,  They,  & 
''all  Our  Subjects  in  our  Dominions  &  Territory?,  always  owe  unto 
^  Us,  our  Heirs  &  Successors,  by  Colour  of  any  Extent,  or  Large- 
"  ness  of  Powers  hereby  given,  or  pretended  to  be  given,  or  oy 
'<  Force  or  Colour  of  any  Liws  hereafter  to  be  made  in  the  8*  Pro- 
*'  vinoe,  by  Vertue  of  any  such  Powers;  Oar  further  Will  &  Plea« 
'<  sure  is,  that  a  Transcript  or  Duplicate  of  all  Laws  which  shall  be, 
''  so  as  afs',  made  &  published  within  the  s^'Provinee,  shall,  within 
^  fire  Years  after  the  making  thereof,  be  transmitted  &  delivered 
**  to  the  Privy  Council,  for  the  Time  being,  of  Us,  our  Heirs  &  Sue- 
''  oesBors;  And,  if  any  of  the  s'  Laws,  within  6  Months  after  that 
''they  shall  be  so  transmitted  &  delivered,  be  declared  by  Us,  Our 
"  Hein  or  Successors,  in  Our  or  their  Privy  Council,  incansutent 
"  with  the  Sovereign^  or  lawful  Prerogative,  of  Us,  our  Heirs  or 
"  Sacoessors,  Or  contrary  to  the  Faith  db  Allegiance  due  by  the  legal 
'•  Gov*m*  of  this  Bealm,  from  the  s*  W*"'  Penn  or  his  Heirs,  or  of 
^  the  Planters  &  Inhabitants  of  the  si*  Province,  And  that,  there* 
^  upon,  any  of  the  s*  Laws  shall  be  adjudged  &  declared  to  be  void, 
^  by  Us,  Our  Heirs  or  Susoessors,  under  Our  or  their  Privy  Seal, 
^  That  then,  and  from  thenceforth  such  Laws,  concerning  wch  such 
"  Judgm*  &  Declaration  shall  be  made,  shall  become  void ;  Other- 
*^  wisci  the  6*  Laws,  so  transmitted,  shall  remain  &  stand  in  full 
''  Force,  according  to  the  true  Intent  &  Meaning  thereof." 

The  Act  of  Parliam'*  for  preventing  Frauds  &  regulating  Abuses 
in  the  Plant*  Trade,  contains  many  Begulations,  &  amongst  othen, 
the  following : 

That  all  Gov**,  nominated  &  appointed  by  any  Persons,  or  Pro- 

E'etors,  claimfng  any  Right  or  Propriety  in  any  Island  or  Tracts  of 
nd  upon  the  Continent  of  America,  by  Charter  or  Letters  Patent, 
who  shaU  be  intitled  to  make  such  Nomination,  shall  be  allowed  ft 
approved  of  by  his  Majesty,  his  Heirs  &  Successors,  &  shall  take  the 
Oatha  injoined  by  that  or  any  other  Act,  to  be  taken  by  the  Gov* 
or  Comd"  in  Chief,  in  other  his  Ma*^Colonys  and  Plant"*,  before  their 
entrine  upon  their  respective  Govern**,  under  the  like  Penalty  his 
Ma*'"  &  Comdi^  in  Chief  were,  by  the  b*  Acts,  lyable  to. 

The  Act  of  Parliam*  for  ascertaining  the  Rates  of  Fo^reign  CbtVis^ 
in  her  Ma^**  Plant**  in  America,  recites  that,  for  remedying  the  In- 
eonveniencys  which  had  .arisen  from  the  different  Rates,  at  which 
the  same  Species  of  Foreign  Silver  Coins  did  pass  in  her  Ma***  sev* 
Colonys  &  Plant**  in  America,  her  Ma^  had  issued  her  Proclam*  of* 
the  18^  of  June,  1704,  to  settle  and  ascertain  the  Currency  of  For- 
eign  Coins,  in  the  Manner  &  Words  there  following. 

And  farther  recites  that,  notwithstanding  the  s'  Proclamation,  the 
same  indirect  Practices  as  had  been  therein  mentioned,  were  still 
oarryed  on  wi^in  some  of  the  a*  Colonys  or  Plant**,  and  the  Mony 
♦  "  7th  &  8th  Wm.,  ^^  Anno  1696."  f  "  ^th  Ami»,  Anno  170T.»« 
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iheveby  dtawn  from  Q110  Plant*  to  ano^,  in  Ptejadi^  to  tha  Trade 
of  lier  Ma'^  Sabjecta } 

Wherefore,  for  the  better  enfi»oing  the  dae  Bxeeation  of  the  a* 
Roclamation,  thionghont  all  the  tf^  Colonja  &  PlantM,  ft  for  the 
more  effectonl  remedjiog  the  a*  Inoonveniencja,  thereby  intended 
to  be  remedjed. 

It  was  enacted.  That,  if  any  Person,  within  any  of  the  a*  Oolonya 
or  PlantP",  aa  well  those  under  Proprietors  &  Charters,  aa  nnder  her 
Ma*^.  imediate  Comm".  &  Govm^,  sho*,  after  1  May,  1709,  for  the 
Discharge  of  any  Contracts  or  Bargains,  to  be  thereafter  made, 
aeeoant,  receive,  take  or  pay,  any  of  the  aev*  Species  of  foreign 
SUtw  Coin$y  men'  in  |^  s^  recited  Proclam'.,  at  any  greater  or 
higher  Rate,  than,  at  w*^  the  same  was  thereby  regulated,  settled  & 
allowed  to  be  acco*'',  reced,  taken  or  pay'.  Every  such  Person,  sho' 
suffer  6  Months  Imprisonment  without  Bail  or  Mainprize,  any  Law, 
Custom  or  Usage,  in  any  of  the  said  Colony s  or  Plant**  to  the  con- 
trary, notwithstanding,  &  sho^  likewise,  forfeit  £10  for  every  such 
Offence,  One  Moyety  to  the  Grown,  the  other  Moiety  to  such  Per- 
son aa  aho*  ane  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered,  in  Manner  therein 
men'. 

Under  a  Proviso  &  Declar*,  that  Nothing,  in  the  recited  Proclam*, 
or  in  that  act  contained,  sho^  extend,  to  compoU  any  Person  to  re- 
ceive any  of  the  s'  Species  of  Foreign  Silver  Coins,  at  the  respective 
Bates,  in  the  a'  Proclam*  men'. 

And  nnder,  anC  Proviso  &  Declar*,  That  Nothing,  in  that  act 
contained,  aho'  extend,  or  be  construed  to  restrain,  her  Ma*',  from 
regulaUn^  and  settling  the  scv*  Rates  of  the  s'  Species  of  Foreign 
Silver  Coins,  within  any  of  the  s*  Colonys  or  Plant"*,  in  snch  other 
Manner,  &  according  to  such  other  *  Kates  &  Proportions,  as  her 
Ma*',  by  her  Proclam*,  for  that  Purpose  to  be  issued,  sho'  from 
Time  to  Time,  judge  proper  and  necessary ;  Or,  from  giving  her 
EoyiJ  Absent,  to  any  Law,  thereafter  to  be  made,  in  any  of  the  b' 
Coionya  or  Plant**,  for  settling  &  ascertaining  the  Current  Rates  of 
sneh  Coins,  within  the  said  Colonys  or  Plant** ;  But  that,  such  fur- 
ther Regulations  might  be  made,  &  such  assent  given,  in  as  full  & 
ample  Manner,  to  aU  Intents  &  Purposes,  as  the  same  might  have 
been  done,  in  Case  that  Act  had  not  been  made,  &  no  otherwise, 
any  Thing,  therein  befere  contain',  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

It  has  been  usual,  in  sundry  of  the  Colonys,  on  the  Continent  in 
America,  to  print  &  issue  Paper  Bills  of  Credit,  &  to  oblise  Persons, 
(by  acts  paiSed  there)  to  receive  such  Bills  in  Paym%  at  the  Rate  or 
Sum  men'  in  such  Bills;  and  some  snch  Bills  have  been  issued  bj 
Acts  of  Assembly  in  Pensilvania. 

In  some  Colonys,  the  Value  of  those  Paper  Bills  of  Credit, 
(being  payable  at  distant  Times,  &  the  Fund  not  regularly  apply') 
has  miserably  sunk,  but  that  has  not  been  the  Case  in  Pensilv"  in 
particular. 

About  1740,  complaints  were  made  to  the  House  of  Comons,  of  great 
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Qoantitys  of  Paper  Billa  of  Credit,  or  Paper  Mony,  issaed  in  9ome  of 
the  American  Colonje  (not  in  PensiM  in  particular)  &  of  Mischiefs 
arising  from  the  same ;  Whereupon,  the  House  of  Comons  ad<)rest 
the  Crown,  to  issue  Instructions  &  the'Lords  Justices  did  issue  Cir- 
cular Instructions  to  cdl  the  American  Gov^  as  w^,  those  acting 
i mediately  under  his  Ma^^,  as  those,  acting  under  Proprietors. 

And  the  Instruction,  then  sent,  to  Coll.  Thomas  (who  was  then 
Deputy  Gov  of  Pensilv*)  was  in  the  following  Words,  viz*. 

By  tH£  Lords  Justices. 

Additional  Instruction,  to  Geor^  TbomalpEsq'.,  T>epf  Gov'  of  his 
Mft*y*  Province  of  Pensilv%  in  America,  Or,  to  the  ComdW  in 
Chief  of  his  Ma'tjj/s  s^d  Province^  for  the  time  being.  Given  at 
Whitehall,  the  21-*  Day  of  Aug-*,  1740,  in  the  14"^  Year  of  his 
Ma*»"  Reign. 

Whereas,  an  Act  of  Parliam*  was  passed,  in  the  6<^  Tear  of  her 
late  MaT; -Queen  Anne,  Entitled,  An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  Rates 
of  Foreign  Coins,  in  her  Ma*'"  Plant"  in  America,  and  whereas 
Complaints  have  been  made,  that  the  s'  act  has  not  been  observed, 
as  it  ought  to  have  becD,  in  many  of  his  Ma*'*  Colonys  &  Plant**  in 
America ;  by  Means  whereof,  many  indirect  Practices  have  grown 
np,  &  various  &  illefjal  Currencies  have  been  introduced^  in  sev'  of 
the  s*  Colonys  &  Plant",  contrary  to  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning 
oftlxe  said  act,  &  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Trade  of  his  Ma*y"  Subjects. 
In  consequence  of  such  Complaints,  an  humble  Address  was  pre- 
sented, the  last  Sessions,  by  the  House  of  Comons,  to  his  Ma^. 
<<That  be  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  require  &  comand,  the 
"  re?pective  Gov*  of  his  Colonys  &  Plant"  in  America,  effectuaJlif 
"  to  observe  the  s'd  ActoftheOth  of  Qa :  Anne,"  It  is,  therefore,  his 
Mtt*y*  Royal  Will  &  Pleasure,  and  you  are,  hereby,  strictly  required 
&  comanded,  to  take  the  most  eJQTectual  Care,  for  the  future,  that  the 
8*  act  be  punctually,  &  bona  fide,  observed,  &  put  in  Ezecu",  accord- 
ing to  the  true  Intent  &  Meaning  thereof.  And,  to  the  End,  that 
his  Ma*^  Comands  herein,  may  be  fully  mad6  known,  to  all  his  sub- 
jects within  ¥0*"  Govm*,  &  that  None  of  them  may  pretend  Ignorance 
thereof,  You  are,  hereby,  further  required,  &  comanded,  to  publish 
this  Instruction,  in  such  Manner,  as  may  best  answer  his  Ma*^  gra- 
cious Intentions,  herein  signified. 

And  Whereas  many  &  great  Inconvenienoys  have  arisen,  in  some 
of  his  Ma^J*  Colonys  &  Plant"  in  America,  by  passing  Laws,  for 
striking  Bills  of  Credit,  &  issuing  out  the  same,  in  Lieu  of  Mony, 
making  it  Obligatory,  on  all  Persons,  to  take  such  Bills,  in  Paym* 
of  Debts,  Dues  &  Demands;  whereby  the  good  Intention  of  the 
afortmenW  Act,  of  the  6**  of  her  late  Ma*^  Queen  Anne.  "  For  as- 
'*  certaininff  the  Rates  of  Foreign  Coins  in  her  Ma*y»  Plant"  in 
^^  America'  Ims  been  frustrated,  &  a  groat  Discouragem*  has  been 
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fcrot  OD  the  Gonierce  of  the  KiDgdom,  by  ocoaaioning  a  Goofosion  in 
Dealings,  &  a  lesseniog  of  Credit,  in  those  Parts.  And  whereas  an 
hamhlo  Address  was  presented,  the  last  Session,  by  the  House  of 
ComoDS,  to  his  Ma^  to  the  effect  following,  viz^ 

That  he  wo*  be  graciously  pleased,  to  require  &  comand,  the 
respective  Gov'  of  his  Maty*  Colonys  &  Plant"  in  America,  not  to 
give  assent  to,  or  pass  any  Act,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be 
strack,  or  issued,  in  Lieu  of  Mony,  without  a  clause  be  insertulf  in 
snch  Act,  declaring  that  the  safne  sliali  not  take  Effect^  until  the  s\l 
Act  thall  be  approved  bijf  hu  Maty, 

It  is,  therefore.  His  Ma^  Will  &  Pleasure,  &  You  are  hereby  re.- 
qnired,  upon  Pain  of  his  Matyt  hitjhe$t  Dirpleasure,  not  to  give 
Yo'  Assent  to,  or  pass  any  Act,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be 
issued,  in  Lieu  of  Mony,  without,  a  Clause  be  inserted,  in  such  Act, 
declaring  that  the  same  shall  fiot  take  Effect,  until  the  b^  Act  shall 
be  approved,  by  his  Ma*',  his  Hairs  or  Successors. 
.  Since  the  s^  Instr'n  was  given  (to  Coll.  Thomas,  but  directed,  as 
before  stated)  a  new  Liev*.  Gov'.,  M'.  Hamilton,  has  been  app*«*  for 
Pensilv*,  by  the  Proprietors,  &  approved  by  the  Crown.  (Anno  1748.) 

The  before  men*^  particular  additional  Instrn,  has  not  been  repeat' 
to  M'.  Hamilton,  any  otherwise  than,  as  he  is  become,  now,  the  L^ 
Gov  of  Pensilv*,  for  the  Time  being. 

But,  upon  M'.  Hamilton's  being  approved  foir  Iacv^  Gov',  the 
Crown  issued  its  Gen*  Instrns,  &,  amongst  other  Things,  ordered, 
that  he  sho*^  take  a  solemn  Oath,  to  do  his.  utmost,  that  all  the 
Glauses,  Matters  k  Things,  contained  in  the  s'  Act  of  the  6th  of 
Qa:  Anne,  sho*^  be  punctually  &  bona  fide  observed,  according  to  the 
true  Intent  &  Meaning  thereof, — Which  Oath  he  accordingly  took. 

Besides  this,  on  the  Crown's  approving  M^  Hamilton,  it  was,  on 
the  Part  of  the  Crown,  required  of  him,  &  his  Suretys  entred  into  a 
Bond,  to  his  Ma*',  in  £2000  Penalty,  Conditioned  (inter  alia). 
'*  That  if  the  s'  James  Hamilton  shall,  from  Time  to  Time,  &  at  all 
"^ Times  hereafter,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  Liev^  Gov^  of  the  s** 
"  Province,  observe,  perform  &  obey,  all  such  Directions  &  Instruc- 
"  tions,  wch  now  are,  or  shall  at  any  Time  be  given,  or  sent  to  him, 
'*  by  his  Ma*)",^  his  Heirs  &  Successors,  or  from  any  Person  or  Per- 
"  sons,  now  acting,  or  that  hereafter  shall  act,  by  authority  from  bis 
"  M&*7,  his  Heirs  &  Successors,  &  pursuant  to,  &  for  the  putting  in 
''  Execution,  the  sev^  acts  of  Trade  db  Navigation,  relating  to  the 
"  Plantations,"  viz'. 

An  Act  passed  12  Cai*  2<'*,  intitled  An  Act  for  the  Encouraging 
&  eooreasing  the  Shipping  &  Navigation. 

Here,  a  great  many  Acts  of  Parliam^  are  enumerated,  and  amongst 
them.  An  Act  passed  in  the  6th  Year  of  the  s*^  Queen's  Reign,  Eu- 
titaled,  An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  Rates  of  Foreign  Coins,  in  her 
Ma*'»  Plant**  in  America,  "&  all  other  Acts  of  Parliam',  now  in 
'^  Force,  or  that,  hereafter,  shall  be  made,  relating  to  the  Pknt** 
''Trade;  and  shall  do  &  perform  all  such  Matters  &  Things,  as  the 

5* 
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^*  0(»T"  of  hh  Ma*'*  PlaDt^,  by  anj  Act  of  Fkirlwm*  made,  or  to  be 
^<  made,  shall  be  obliged,  or  enjojoed,  to  do  &  perform ;  and  sball, 
'<  before  his  entrin^  on  the  a*  GovmS  ^^^  ^^®  Oaths,  iojojoed  to  .be 
'<  taken  bj  thejroy'*  ft  Gomd**  in  Chief,  of  other  his  Ma<^  Colonys 
^  &  Plant**,  before  their  entring  on  their  resp'ive  Oovm*',  as  directed 
'<  by  the  Act  of  the  7th  &  8th  Years  of  the  late  King  Wm.  herein 
<<  before  men',  &o.  &o.  &o.,  then  to  be  void." 

Matters  8tandin|;  thus,  the  People  in  Pensilv*  haye  apply'd  to  Mr. 
Hamilton,  their  Liev*  Gov,  to  pass  a  Law,  for  enlarging,  or  adding 
more  to  the  sum,  wch  they,  at  present,  have  standing  out  in  Paper 
Mony,  or  Bills  of  Credit  there. 

He,  supposing  that  a  small  sum  to  be  added  to  their  present 
Quantity,  may  not  produce  any  great  Inoonveniencys,  wo'  consent 
to  an  act,  for  that  purpose,  provided  they  insert  the  Suspending 
Clauie,  that  the  act  shall  have  no  Force,  until  confirmed  by  the 
Crown. 

But  they  insist  on  passing  the  act,  foithout  any  9uch  swtpending 
dauie.     Which  he  declines  doing. 

As  conceiving  the  Matter  of  Jdany,  of  any  Sort  or  Kind,  to  be,  in 
its  Nature,  Fvt  of  the  Prerogative  or  Sovereignty  of  the  Grown, 
ft  that  he  is  bound,  by  the  Instm,  wch  was  given  by  the  Lords  Jus* 
tices  in  1740,  to  Coll.  Thomas,  or  to  the  Gomd'  in  Chief,  in  Pensilv*, 
for  the  Time  being,  ft  by  his  before  mentioned  Oath  ft  Bond,  ft  by 
(he  Duty  of  his  Office,  to  observe  that  Instruction,  ft  not  to  pass  any 
act,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be  issued,  in  Lieu  of  Mony,  loiVA^ 
out  ir$erting  the  suspending  clautCf  and  that  it  wo*  be  neither  lawful 
or  safe,  but  an  offence  in  him  to  pass  any  such  act,  without  that 
Suspending  Clause. 

On  the  other  Hand,  The  People  insist,  on  the  Powers,  granted  by 
the  Charter,  far  passing  all  Laws  tehatioever,  as  gfiving  very  ample 
authority  to  him,  to  pass  the  Law  wch  they  desire;  ft  that  the 
Crown,  having  granted  away  such  very  full  Powers,  can  not,  even 
upon  an  Address  from  the  House  of  Comons,  resume  them  again, 
or  add  further  Limitations  or  Bestrictions,  than  what  are  contained 
in  the  Charter ;  and,  therefore,  seem  to  think,  that  altho  bis  Ma^ 
might  issue  such  Instrns,  to  his  own  imcdiate  Gov**,  where  there  are 
no  Charters,  yet,  thatin  Pei^ilvania,  where  such  a  Charter  subsiats, 
such  Instm  had  no  Force,  even  upon  Coll.  Thomas  himself,  (to 
whom  the  same  was  imediately  directed)  during  his  Govm^  ft  more 
clearly  so,  in  the  Case  of  the  present  Gov'.  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whom 
the  same  add'  Instruction  has  not  been  given,  any  otherwise,  than 
as  he  is,  now,  become  Gov  of  Pensilvania  for  the  Time  being. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  desirous  to  oblige  the  People  herein,  if  he  may 
legally  ft  safely  do  so. 

And  Your  Opinion  is  desired, 

Qu. — Whether  Mr.  Hamilton,  L'.  Gov'  of  Pensilvania,  may 
legally  &  safely,  ft  without  committing  any  Offence,  or  Breach  of 
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hisQadi  or  Bond,  or  of  hia  Duty  to  tbe  Eisg,  pw,  &  gifo  Ul 
ataeDi  to  va  Act  of  Assembly,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be  iaB«ed» 
in  Peiieilv%  in  Liea  of  Mony,  without  the  eaapeiidiiig  ckuse^  belm 
mentioned,  being  inserted  therein  J 

I  em  of  opinion  it  is  by  no  means  safe  or  advisabl,  or  eonsislent 
with  his  Duly  to  pass  sueh  Bills  without  n  Suspending  Clause. 

D.  RYDEB. 
80  Nov.  1763. 


King's  Instructions  to  T.  and  E.  Pbnn,  1753. 

GEORaE  R. 

Additional  Instroction  to  Our  Trusty  and  Wellbeloved  Thomas 
Penn  and  Riehard  Penn,  Esq*".,  Proprietaries  and  Governors  of  Oor 
Ptovinoe  of  Pennsylvania  in  Ameriea,  or  to  the  Commander  in  <^ef 
of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time  being.  Given  at  Our  Court  at 
8*.  James's,  the  18*^  day  of  December,  1758,  In  the  twenty-seventh 
Tear  of  Oor  Reogn 

Whereas,  it  hath  been  represented  unto  Us,  that  the  method  pro- 
scribed by  the  Instructions  heretofore  given  by  Us  to  the  Governors 
of  Our  Colonics  and  Plantations  in  America,  relative  to  Appeals 
from  the  Courts  in  cases  of  JBrror,  has,  by  subsequent  regulations 
which  have  been  from  time  to  time  made  by  us  in  Our  Privy  Council 
relative  to  such  Appeals,  become  defective  and  improper ;  For  remedy 
thereof  for  the  future.  It  is  Our  Royal  Will  &  Pleasure,  that  you  or 
the  Commander  in  chief  of  Our  Province  of  Pennsylvania  for  the 
time  being,  do  permit  and  allow  Appeals  from  any  of  the  Courts  of 
common   Law  in  Our  said  Province  unto  you  or  the  Commander  in 
ofaief  and  the  Council  of  Our  said  Province ;  and  you  are  for  that 
pnrpose  to  issue  a  Writ  in  tbe  manner  which  has  been  usually  accus- 
tomed, returnable  before  yourselves  and  the  Council  of  Oar  said 
Ph>vinoe,  who  are  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  such  Appeal^ 
wherein  sueh  of  Our  said  Council  as  shall  be  at  that  time  Judges  of 
the  Court  from  whence  soch  Appeal  shall  be  so  made  to  you  Our 
Oovemors,  &o.,  &c..  Or  to  the  Commander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being,  and  to  Our  said  Council  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
vote  up<m  the  said  Appeal;  but  they  may  nevertheless  be  present 
at  the  hearing  thereof,  to  give  the  Reasons  of  the  Judgment  given 
by  them  in  the  Causes  wherein  such  Appeal  shall  be  made.     Pro* 
vided  nevertheless,  that  in  all  such  Appeals,  the  Sum  or  Value 
appealed  for  do  exoeeed  the  Sum  of -three  hundred  Pounds  Sterling, 
and  that  Security  be  first  duly  given  by  the  Appellant  to  answer 
sueh  Charges  as  shall  be  awarded  in  case  the  first  Sentence  be 
affirm^.   And  if  either  Party  shall  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  Judg- 
ment ef  You  or  tbe  Commander  in  chief  for  ihe  time  being  and  of 
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Onr  GoaQoil  as  aforesaid,  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is,  that  sach  Party 
may  then  appeal  nnto  Us  in  Oar  Privy  Council ;  Provided,  the  snm 
or  Value  so  appeal'd  for  unto  Us  do  exceed  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  and  that  such  Appeal  be  made  within  fourteen  days  afler 
Sentence,  and  good  Security  given  by  the  Appellant,  that  he  will 
efiectually  prosecute  the  same  and  answer  the  Condemnation,  and 
also  pay  such  Costs  and  Damages  as  shall  be  awarded  by  Us^  in  case 
the  Sentence  of  You  or  the  Commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being 
and  of  Our  Council  be  affirmed.  Provided  nevertheless,  that  where 
the  Matter  in  question  relates  to  the  taking  or  demanding  any  Duty 
payable  to  Us,  or  to  any  Fee  of  Office  or  annual  Rent,  or  other  such 
like  matter  or  thing,  where  the  Rights  iu  future  may  be  bound,  in 
all  such  Cases  you  sre  to  admit  an  Appeal  to  Us  in  Our  Privy 
Council,  altho'  the  immediate  Sum  or  Value  appealed  for  be  of  less 
Value.  And  it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  in  all  Cases 
where  by  your  Instructions  you  are  to  admit  Appeals  to  Us  in  Our 
Privy  Council,  Execution  be  suspended  untill  the  final  Determina- 
tion of  such  Appeals,  unless  good  and  sufficient  Security  be  given 
by  the  Appellee  to  make  ample  Restitution  of  all  that  the  Appellant 
shall  have  lost  by  means  of  such  Judgment  or  Decree ;  in  case,  upon 
the  Detormination  of  such  Appeal,  such  Decree  or  Judgment  should 
•be  reversed,  and  restitution  awarded  to  the  Appellant 

Q.  R. 

Indorsed. — Additional  Instruction  to. Thomas  &  Rich*.  Penn, 
Esq'*.,  Proprietaries  &  Oov*.  of  Pcnsylvania,  relative  to  Appeals 
from  Courts,  in  Cases""  of  Error.     Decern'.  18%  1763. 


Answer  op  Thos.  &  Richard  Penn,  to  H,  R.,  1753. 

Gentlemen : 

The  true  and  real  Interest  of  the  People  whom  Tou  represent,  is, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  the  principal  Object  of  Oar  Concern,  wee  shall 
on  all  occasions  shew  them,  that  We  have  it  constantly  in  view. 
Wee  will  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  it,  at  the  expense 
of  our  own  private  Fbrtunos,  whenever  it  appears  to  Us  necessary, 
and,  in  considering  the  Matter  of  your  Representation,  shall  en- 
deavour to  act  such  a  part,  as  would  be  thought  just'  by  Persons 
wholly  disinterested,  both  with  Regard  to  Us,  and  Them. 
'  That  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  are  not  so  disinterested, 
seems  most  certain.  Wherefore,  supposing  they  saw  this  Matter  in  a 
Light,  very  different  from  that }  in  which  it  appears  to  us,  and  that 
they  were  not  actuated  by  any  Inclination  on  the  One  Hand  to  op- 
pose Our  Interests,  or  on  the  Other,  to  influence  the  Weaker  part 
of  the  Electors,  by  appearing  Zealous  for  Theirs,  (which  We  would 
Trust  and  hope^  is  the  Case^)  Yet^  We  may  continue  to  differ  in  Sen-^ 
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timeDis  from  them,  on  the  Necessitj  of  the  desired  Assistanee, 
wtthoat  being  Ijable  to  any  Imputation  of  neglecting  the  Interest 
of  the  Provinee,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  World. 

Afiter  We  had  ordered  Oar  Governor  to  give  you  the  -answer, 
which  he  did,  to  your  former  Application,  we  had  no  reason  to 
expect  a  Repetition  of  the  Application,  directly  to  Ourselves,  as  you 
might  well  suppose.  We  had  considered  the  Matter,  before  we 
had  returned  Our  first  Answer,  and  the  repeating  the  Request, 
could  only  produce  The  repeating  the  Answer;  The  Occasion  for 
which,  does  not  appear  to  us;  It  is  possible,  that  one  purpose  may 
be,  in  order  to  shew  more  pnblickly,  thb  Difference  in  Opinion, 
between  Us  and  Yourselves ;  And  if  that  was  ever  intended,  it  will 
be  convenient,  that  We  should  set  this  Matter  in  a  clear  Light, 
(altho'  it  may  make  Our  Answer  longer  than  We  could  wish,)  that 
the  true  State  of  the  Matter,  may  appear.  Wee  did  not  speak  our 
own  Sentiments  only,  when  We  before  said,  We  were  under  no 
greater  obligation  to  contribute  to  the  Public  Charges,  than  any 
Chief  Oovemor  of  another  Colony.  That  was  the  Opinion  of  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  when  upon  an  Application  made  to  the  King,  by 
many  oonaiderable  Inhabitants  of  the  Province,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  give  some  Orders  for  their  Defence.  The  Council  em- 
ployed by  the  Agent  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  insisted,  that 
if  any  such  preparations  were  necessary,  the  Proprietors  ought  to 
be  at  the  ezpenae  of  them.  But  their  Lordships  declared  it  their 
Opinion,  That  We  were  not  obliged  to  be  at  any  £zpence  of  that 
Nature,  more  than  any  other  Governor  in  Chief,  of  the  King's 
Colonys.  * 

Wee  are  sensible,  that  our  Honoured  Father  in  the  First  Settle- 
ment of  the  Province,  and  at  all  Times  after,  was  strictly  careful 
to  do  justice  to  the  Indians,  and  purchased  Land  from  them  before  it 
was  settled ;  but,  We  believe,,  always  at  his  own  charge.  At  least, 
We  do  not  find  a  single  Instance,  of  a  purchase  having  been  made 
at  the  Ezpence  of  the  People.  So  that  what  share  they  had  in  such 
purchases,  We  are  at  a  loss  to  know.  Other  than  the  Benefits  and 
Conveniences,  which  arose  from  the  mutual  Exchange  of  Friendly 
Offices,  with  the  Natives.  Had  the  necessary  Publick  Charges 
amounted  to  more  than  the  Revenue  of  the  Province,  and  a  Geno- 
ralTaz  been  laid  on  the  People,  to  defray  the  same.  There  might 
then  have  been  some  Colour  to  desire  that  We  should  contribute. 
Bat,  as  no  such  tax  has,  for  very  many  Years,  been,  or  need  to  be 
lay'd,  and  the  Charge  of  Government  amounts  to  little  more  than  the 
One  Half  of  the  Common  and  Ordinary  Revenue;  the  pressing 
thus  unseasonably  for  our  Contribution,  appears  we  conceive,  as  an 
attempt  to  induce  the  weakest  of  the  People  to  imagine  Yourselves 
to  have  an  uncommon  Begard  to  their  Interests,  and  to  be  therefore 
the  most  proper  Persons  to  be  continued  as  their  Representatives, 
and  the  matters  which  might  the  rather,  induce  Us  so  to  think, 
aie  the  Solemn  Repetition  of  this  Request^  and  treating  it  as  if  it 
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was  A  Matter  of  great  Yalue  and  ooDseqnence  The  time  of  naktag 
TOur  last  Representation  just  before  an  £lection,  and  the  printing  the 
Jieport,  and  most  extraordinary  RetM)ltttion8y  which  were  the  foanda- 
tion  of  sooh  Yonr  Representation  in  your  votes  long  before  year 
Address,  conld  by  any  possibility^  come  to  our  Hands ^  which  are 
•nch  Matters  as  could  not  escape  Our  Observation;  and  whioh 
woald  almost  persuade  Us,  that  it  was  intended  aa  an  Address  to 
the  people,  rather  than  to  Us. 

Wherefore,  on  this  Oeoaifion,  it  is  necessary  Uiat  we  should  inform 
the  people,  through  Yourselves,  their  Representatives,  That,  ae  by 
the  Constitution,  Our  Consent  is  necessary  to  their  Laws,  at  the  same 
Time  that  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  such  aa  are  necessary  for 
the  Defence  and  Real  Service  of  the  Country,  so  it  will  tend  the 
the  better  to  facilitate  the  several  Matters,  which  must  be  transact- 
ed with  Us,  for  their  Representatives  to  shew  a  Regard  to  Us,  and 
Our  Interest;  For,  considering  the  Rank  which  the  Grown  has 
been  pleased  to  give  Us  in  Pensilvania,  We  shall  expect  from  the 
People's  Representatives  on  all  occasions,  a  Treatment  suitable 
thereto,  and  that,  whilst  We  desire  to  govern  the  province  aoeording 
to  Law  only,  They  should  be  aa  careful  to  support  Our  Interests,  As 
We  shall  always  be  to  support  Theirs. 

Wee  are  truly  concerned,  that  you  lay  Us  under  the  necessity  of 
acquainting  the  publick  with  the  State  of  t^e  Revenue  of  the 
Province.  You  have  in  part  done  it  already,  by  acknowledging  the 
amount  of  the  Excise  to  be  Three  thousand  pounds  a  ycoAr.  The 
Interest  of  the  Paper  Money,  as  wo  conceive  is  more  than  that 
sum,  which  makes  the  Common  Revenue  of  the  Province  above  Six 
thousand  Pounds  a  Year.  The  annual  Expense  of  Government, 
for  a  series  of  Years,  (including  Indian  Charges,)  amounts  to  little 
more  than  Half  that  Sum.  The  Interest  is  paid  by  People,  who,  no 
doubt,  find  greater  advantage  in  the  use.  of  the  Money,  than  the 
Interest  they  pay  for  it,  Otherwise  they  would  not  be  so  soUieitoua 
to  bo  admitted  to  borrow,  as  they  always  have  been.  That  Interest 
Money,  therefore,  cannot,  with  any  propriety  be  ealicd  a  Tax,  laid  on 
the  Province,  or  a  Burthen  on  the  Inhabitants.  The  Excise  itself,  is 
not  a  general  Tax,  to  which  all  the  Inhabitants  must  contribute,  as  it 
is  paid  by  such  only,  who  buy  Wine  and  Spirituous  Liquors,  under 
certain  quantitys,  So  that  many  People  pay  nothing  of  that  Tax. 
Of  all  this  Revenue,  about  four  hundred  pounds  a  year,  has,  on  an 
Average,  for  Twenty  Years  past,  (and  great  part  of  that  time, 
during  War,)  been  expended  in  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  Charges 
on  their  Account,  which  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  a  Large  Sum  in 
proportion  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Province,  for  so  great  and  im* 
portant  a  Service,  as  that  of  keeping  the  United  Nations  of  Indians 
in  the  Interest  of  Great  Britaiu.     We  believe  every  disinterested 

Eerson  will  think  the  Sum  very  small,  and,  from  the  Manner  of  its 
eing  raised,  not  at  all,  burthensome  to  the  People ;  besides  which. 
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kad  not  Mf  &at  Mooej  been  expended  on  tliote  AcoonBtfl^  it's  nofl 
mttm,  all  the  same  Kzoise  would  have  been  |>aid. 

The  whole  Sam  paid  in  Twenty  jeara  for  Indian  Services,  is  not 
more  than  on  a  common  Computation,  Our  Family  has  paid  in  the 
nine  time  for  Dntys  and  Excises  here,  for  the  Support  of  His 
Majesty's  GoTomment ;  and  which  We  choose  to  mention,  in  An- 
nrer  to  that  part  of  Your  Representation,  wherein  you  unadvisedly 
pablish  to  the  World  that  Our  Estate  in  America,  is  exempt  from 
the  Borthens,  borne  by  onr  fellow  Subjects  in  Great  Britain;  such 
Hatter  might,  much  more  properly  have  been  avoided ;  And,  at  the 
same  time  that  We  shew  you,  that  We  do  pay  all  other  Taxes  here, 
that  on  Land  only  etcepted,  We  must  advise  you  to  be.  very  careful, 
not  to  put  People  here  in  mind  of  that  single  Exemption ;  Seve- 
tal  {ffoposals  have  been  made  for  Laying  Taxes  on  North  AmerieSi 
and  its  most  easy  to  foresee,  that  the  Self  same  Act  of  Parliament^ 
that  shall  lay  them  on  Our,  will  also  lay  them  on  Your  Estates,  and 
en  Uiose  of  your  Constituents. 

We  cannot  allow  that  you  have  always  paid  Your  Interpreter  to 
his  Satisfaction,  because  We  know,  We  have  charged  Oarselves  with 
Gratifications  to  him,  when  the  Assembly  have  refused  to  pay  him, 
what  he  thought  his  Services  deserved,  and  We  make  no  doubt  he 
can  remember  such  Instances.  However,  with  Respect  to  any  Ex- 
pences  of  that  Sort,  and  many  others  here,  We  entered  into  them, 
without  any  Expectation  of  being  repaid,  and  should  think  it  far 
beneath  us,  to  send  the  accounts  of  them  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives as  your  Agent,  employed  by  Yourselves  might  do,  for  the 
Expenees  incurred  by  him.  What  we  might  reasonably  expect  iS| 
a  thankful  acceptance  of  Our  Endeavours  to  serve  the  PubKck; 
And,  if  you  do  not  think  proper  to  make  even  that  Return,  We 
shall  nevertheless,  be  fully  satisfied  with  the  consciousness  of  having 
rendered  the  Province  all  the  Services  in  Our  power. 

We  do  not  conceive  that  any  Act  of  Assembly,  does,  or  can  es- 
tablish what  you  call  a  Monopoly  in  Us,  for  the  purchase  of  Lands ; 
We  derive  no  Right  or  Property,  from  any  such  Law.  It  is  under 
the  King's  Royal  Charter,  that  We  have  the  Sole  Right  to  make 
such  purchases;  and  it  is  under  that  same  Charter,  that  every 
Settler  has  a  Right  through  Us,  to  the  Estate  he  possesses  in  the 
Province.  The  Act  itself  which  you  seem  to  allude  to,  acknow- 
ledges this  Right  to  bo  so  granted  to  us  by  the  Charter,  and  is  only  de- 
claratory thereof  to  the  People ;  advertizing  them  of  a  certain 
Truth,  that  they  are  Lyable'accordingto  the  Laws  of  Great  Britain, 
to  Penaltys  for  contravening  such  Right. 

Your  assertion  that  Treajtys  for  Land,  are  made  at  a  less  Expence 
to  Us,  on  account  of  Provincial  presents  being  given  at  the  same 
time,  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  founded  on  fact.  The  last  pur- 
chase was  made  on  no  other  Account,  but  purely  to  save  the  Pro. 
vince  the  Expence  of  making  another  present,  to  some  Indians  who 
came  down  after  the  Time  that  the  principal  Deputation  had  received 
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the  presents  intended  for  the  whole,  and  were  on  their  Retnm  baok ; 
and  the  Land  was  bought  very  dear  on  that  account ;  Other  Treatys 
for  Land  have  been  made,  when  Provincial  Presents  have  not  been 
given ;  and  We  do  not,  or  ever  did  desire,  that  the  Inhabitants 
should  bear  any  part  of  the  Expenoe  of  the  Indians  who  oome  down 
solely  at  our  Request,  to  consent  to  the  Sale  of  Lands,  unless  they 
stay  on  other  public  Business  also  3  and  whenever  they  have  come 
down  on  both  accounts,  Wo  are  sensible  the  Expence  has  been 
divided  in  a  Manner,  very  fiivourable  to  the  Publick. 

We  are  far  from  desiring  to  avoid  contributing  to  any  publick 
Expence,  which  it's  reasonable  We  should  bear  a  part  of,  altho'  Our 
Estate  is  not  by  Law,  Lyable  to  be  taxed ;  As  we  already  have 
been  So,  We  doubt  net,  We  always  shall  be,  at  a  far  greater  Ex* 
pence  in  attending  the  Affairs  of  the  Province,  than  Our  Estate 
could  be  taxed  at,  if  All  the  Estates  in  the  Province  were  rated  to 
•  the  Public  Charges^  which  would  be  the  only  fair  way  of  establish- 
ing a  proportion.  If  we  were  willing  to  consent  to  any  such  Mat* 
ter.  The  Value  of  our  Estate,  and  of  all  the  Estates  of  all  the  Inha- 
bitants ought  to  be  considered^  snd  the  whole  Expence  proportionably 
Laid  upon  the  whole  Value ;  In  which  Case,  you  would  find,  that 
the  Expence,  which  We  voluntarily  submit  to  out  of  affection  to  the 
Inhabitants,  is  much  more,  than  such  our  proportion  so  Layd,  would 
amount  to ;  Besides  these  General  Expences,  the  first  of  Us  sent 
Cannon,  at  his  own  Charge,  to  the  amount  of  about  four  hundred 
pounds  Sterling,  for  the  defence  of  our  City  of  Philadelphia,  neglect- 
ed by  a  late  House  of  Representatives ;  which  alone,  is  such  a 
Sum  as  the  proportion  of  d  tax  on  Our  Estate,  would  not  in  many 
years  amount  to.  And,  as  this  is  the  Case,  We  are  not  disposed  to 
enter  into  any  Agreement  with  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
payment  of  any  particular  proportion  of  Indian  or  other  Publick 
Expenses,  but  shall  leave  it  to  them,  (to  whom  it  of  Right  belongs,) 
to  provide  for  such  Expences,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
Public  Service. 

As  you  desire  to  appear  willing,  on  your  parts,  to  ease  Your  Con- 
stituents of  a  small  part  of  the  Indian  Expence  by  throwing  it  upon 
Us,  We  shall,  on  Our  part,  and  hereby  do,  recommend  it  to  you  to 
give  them  a  real  and  far  greater  Relief,  by  taking  off  a  large  Share 
of  that  only  Tax  which  is  borne  by  tbcm.  As  the  General  Expence 
amounts  to  little  more  than  Three  thousand  pounds  a  year,  We  con- 
ceive it  may  very  well  be  provided  for  out  of  the  Interest  of  the 
Paper  Money  and  one  half  of  the  present  Excise,  Especially  if  We 
shall  be  induced  from  the  State  of  your  Trade  (which  We  expect 
soon  to  receive)  to  consent  to  an  Encreaic  of  Your  Paper  Currency. 
This  would  ease  the  Inhabitants  of  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a 
Year,  which  would  be  felt  by  many  of  them  when  they  would  not 
be  sensible  of  the  Trifle  you  propose  We  should  contribttte  to  the 
Publick  Expences.  We  have  directed  the  Governor  to  Consent  to 
such  a  Law  when  you  shall  think  fit  to  present  it  to  him. 
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As  We  shall  e^er  in-  the  first  place  endeaTour  to  promote  the 
Beal  Inteiesta  of  the  Good  People  of  PennsjIvaQia,  We  make  do 
Boubt  of  preserving  an  Union  and  Harmony  between  Us  &  Them, 
unless  Men  of  warm  or  uneasy  Spirits  should  unhappily  procure 
themselves  to  be  elected  for  Representatives,  and  shouldi  for  the 
supporting  of  their  own  private  views  or  Interests,  influence  their 
Brethren,  otherwise  honest  and  well  designing,  to  espouse  their 
eause;  In  such  Case,  indeed,  Disputes  may  arise  wherein  we  shall 
engage  with  the  utmost  Reluctance.  But  even  then,  as  We  shall 
ifiidce  the  General  Good  the  Rule  of  our  Actions,  We  shall  on  all 
sach  Occasions,  if  ever  they  should  happen,  steadily,  and  without 
wavering,  pursue  Measures  the  most  likely  to  conduce  to  that  good 


The  Representatives  beine  annually  chosen,  We  are  aware  that 
We  are  not  writing  now  to  the  same  Persons  who  sent  the  Repre- 
sentations to  \ifi  3  The  Persons  most  forward  to  push  on  a  Measure, 
i which,  from  the  Answer  We  directed  Our  Governor  to  give  to  the 
ormer  Application  he  was  desired  to  make  to  Us,  must  be  supposed 
disagreeable,)  May  not  now  be  in  the  House,  but  may  be  succeeded 
by  more  prudent  Persons  returned  to  their  Places,  who  would  be 
careful  not  to  press  a  Matter  too  far  in  which  the  Rights  of  the 
People  are  not  really  concerned ;  However,  the  answer  We  give, 
most  be  to  the  Representation  sent  Us.  And  we  desire,  in  any 
Hatter  of  the  like  Nature,  that  the  House  will  be  satisfied  with 
such  an  answer  as  the  Governor  may  have  Orders  to  give  on  Our 
Behalf. 

THO.  PENN, 
RICHD.  PENN.* 
Indorsed. — ^The  Proprietor's  answer  to  the  representations  to  the. 
House  of  Representatives. 


Gov'r.  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Sharpb— Indian  Affairs,  1754. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the^7**  by  Express,  was  delivered  to  me  yester- 
^y,  in  the  afternoon.  The  Messages  that  have  Passed  between  the 
House  and  me,  will  shew,  that  I  have  small  hopes  of  bringing  matters 
with  them,  to  any  favourable  Issue,  which  Gives  me  abundance  of 

*  There  is  no  date  to  the  foregoing, ^t  was  found  among  the  papers  of  thig 
year,  and  by  the  votes  of  Assembly,  Vol.  IV.,  pp.  362,  368,  it  appears  to 
l^ave  been  laid  before  the  House,  May  23,  1758.  It  is  there  printed  in  Sec- 
tions of  two  or  three  paragraphs,  with  their  appropriate  answers,  by  the 
House.  It  appears  to  be  an  answer  to  a  representation  from  the  Assembly 
to  the  Proprietaries  in  1751.  Not  being  then  *«made  public,"  the  House 
now  order  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Asembly,  made  May,  1753,  and 
the  Proprietaries  answer,  to  be  all  printed,  Deo.  81,  1754,  which  is  done 
la  paragraphs  as  aforesaid. 
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Gonoeni,  as  well  beoaoae  Nothing  will  be  done  bj  this  Province  add* 
quate  to  its  Riches  and  Number  of  Inhabitants,  as  that  their  £iam- 

Sle  may  be  of  bad  Consequences  to  the  Neighbouring  Province  of 
few  Jersey  who  are  but  too  much  Influenced  by  the  Politicuina 
here. 

An  act  Passed  at  the  last  Sessions  of  the  Lower  Gounty  Assem- 
bly, Granting  a  thousand  Pounds  for  the  Kings  usci  which  is  at  my 
disposal,  in  conjunction  with  M'.  Benjamin  Chew,  the  Speaker  of 
that  Assembly,  and  this  Assembly  I  am  told  have  now  voted  the 
8am  of  £5000  for  Provisions  k  Carriages,  &c.,  and  have  pat  it  into 
the  hands  of  Five  of  their  own  Members. 

Scrrroyady  or  Monecotootha  who  Succeeds  the  Half  King  in  the 
direction  of  affairs  at  Auckquick,  Passed  by  this  City  in  his  way  ta 
Onondago  and  seems  Sincerely  Attached  to  the  English  Interest. 

He  was  desired  by  all  the  Indians  in  those  Parts  to  undertake  this 
Journey,  in  Order  to  find  out  the  true  disposition  m^d  designs  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  to  receive  their  advice.  He  likewise  is  charged 
with  a  Message  from  the  Crovemor  of  Virginia,  inviting  them  in  the 
Kings  Name,  to  send  their  Deputies  to  Winchester  in  the  spring,  in 
Order  to  have  a  Conference  with  them  on  the  Situation  of  affairs. 
He  said  that  if  he  had  the  Goncurrenoe  of  Maryland  and  this  Pro- 
vince in  that  Invitation,  it  would  add  much  to  the  weight  of  it  & 
Solicited  that  he  undertake  for  Maryland  &  Join  them  in  one  Belt 
with  us  to  press  the  Six  Nations  to  Accept  the  Invitation.  I  took  it 
into  eonsideratioB  with  the  Council,  and  as  it  was  asked  so  very 
Affectionately  by  Scarroyady  &  might  very  much  aid  his  Majesty's 
Cause  at  this  time  with  the  six  Nations,  I  Consented  to  his  request 
&  gave  a  Belt  in  Our  Joint  names,  to  Enforce  the  Virginia  Invitation, 
and  I  hope  that  tho'  it  was  a  piece  of  Presumption  in  me  &  which 
I  had  no  right  to  do  yet  I  shall  receive  your  approbation  from  the 
great  Service  it  was  apprehended  Such  an  Union  would  be  of  to  the 
Common  Cause. 

I  observe  what  you  say  of  W  Croghan,  &  tho'  the  severall  matters 
of  which  you  have  receivd  Information,  carry  in  them  a  good  deal 
of  Suspicion,  and  it  may  be  highly  necessary  to  keep  a  watch  full 
Eye  upon  him,  yet  I  hope  they  will  not  turn  out  to  be  any  thing 
very  Material,  or  that  will  effect  his  faithfulness  to  the  trust  reposed 
in  him,  which  at  this  time  is  of  Great  importance  and  a  very  Consi- 
derable one.  At  Present  I  have  no  one  to  Enquire  of  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  Particulars  mentioned  in  yours,  but  M'.  Peters  who 
assures  me  that  M^  Croghan  has  never  been  deemed  a  Roman  Catho- 
lick,  nor  docs  he  believe  that  he  is  one,  tho'  he  knows  not  his  Edu* 
cation  which  was  in  Dublin,  nor  his  Religious  Profession. 

He  farther  informs  me  that  there  is  one  Francis  Campbell,  a  Store- 
keeper at  Shippensburg  who  was  bred  for  the  Church  as  he  has 
heard  among  the  Roman  Catholicks,  but  he  has  the  Character  of  an 
honest,  inoffensive  man  and  it  is  not  likely  that  he  Either  Concerns  him* 
self  with  the  French  or  can  be  the  Person  mentioned  to  reside  at  Auc]^- 
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qniok  -,  he  rather  tbinka  it  is  aoother  Campbell,  aa  old  maD|  ODe  of  the 
Lowest  Sort  of  Indian  Traders  who  is  often  with  the  Indians  &  was 
Bospeeted  of  leaning  to  the  French  and  of  haying  been  with  them  and 
as  Snch  represented  by  M'.  Croghan  to  the  Commissioners  then  at 
Carlisle.  This  man  may  go  to  £  fro  &  be  much  with  the  Indians  at 
Amicqinck  &  Elsewhere,  bat  he  does  not  beliere  that  M'.  Croghan 
ha«  any  Connection  with  him. 

M*.  Peters  further  informs  me  that  M'.  Croghan  sent  a  Coppy  to 
the  late  Ooveroor  of  M'.  Stobos'  two  letters  directed  to  Col^  Innes, 
AppoUogiseing  for  haveing  Opened  them,  and  AUed^ng  that  he  waa 
Constrained  to  do  it  by  the  Indians  who  Insisted  on  seeing  the  Con- 
tettla,  and  that  M*".  Croghan  had  sinoe  blamed  himself  exceedingly 
lor  his  Indeseretion,  but  M'.  Peters  does  not  believe  it  was  Perfidi- 
onaly  done.  Moses,  a  Mohock  Indian  who  was  one  of  the  Messen- 
gers employed  by  Captain  Stobo,  is  an  Adopted  Brother  of  M'.  Wei- 
sar  to  whom  I  shall  write  and  desire  him  with  Pradence  to  sift  out 
the  tmth,  both  with  respect  to  keeping  baek  the  reward  ordered  to 
the  Meeaeogers,  and  Likewise,  the  reason  of  M'.  Croghan's  stopping 
the  Indiasa  froip  going  to  Willses  Creek^  if  they  were  really  stopt 
bj  him. 

The  Pender  Grass  you  mention,  is  known  to  M'.  PeterSi  who 
says  he  keptaPubliok  house  at  Raystown,  Is  a  little  addicted  to 
drink,  but  knows  tho  Woods  Eztreamely  well,  and  might  Serve  for 
wftnt  of  a  better,  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Guide  :  he  is  often  at  the 
Camp  at  Willses  Creek,  and  may  be  there  spoken  with ;  however,  I 
shall  take  care  to  have  him  made  Acquainted  with  the  matter  and 
direet  him  to  wait  upon  yon.  « 

I  send  you  the  examination  of  a  French  deserter,  giving  an  account 
of  the  arrival  of  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  in  six  men  of  war 
at  Quebec,  the  last  foil,  and  of  their  proceeding  to  the  Lower  fort  on 
the  Ohio ;  it  is  probable  that  this  account  of  the  French  numbers 
may  be  exaggerated,  but  it  seems  pretty  certain  that  their  force  is 
eonsidenbly  increased,  which  should  induce  the  several  assemblys  to 
act  with  more  vigor,  but  it  has  not  had  that  effect  upon  our  people, 
who,  you  will  see,  are  very  i  adinable  to  disbelieve  it.  I  have  sent 
Uiis  intelligenoc  to  the  secretary  of  state  by  several  ways,  and  am  in 
hopes  the  govertlment  at  home  will  either  augment  the  force  the^L 
baye  destined  for  this  service,  or  fall  upon  some  method  of  uniting 
theColonys  for  their  common  defence,  as  the  Assemblys  in  general 
seem  quite  insensible  of  their  danger. 

Philad*,  Jan'T  7«,  1754. 
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Daniel  Claus  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1754. 

Mount  Johnson,  January  10th,  1754. 
May  it  please  your  Honour — 

I  take  the  Freedom  to  address  my  Humble  Respects  to  your 
Honour,  with  these  Lines,  after  having  been  made  sensible  yoo 
would  accept  of  a  Letter  by  me,  which,  according  to  Duty,  I  would 
have  done  soon  after  my  arrivivl  could,  I  have  flattered  myself  year 
Honour  would  think  me  Capable  enough  in  Undertaking  it. 

Doubtless  your  Honour  will  have  been  informed  of  my  Living  at 
Present  with  the  Hono^^«  William  Johnson,  &  that  since  the  Time 
ray  Ind*"  Landlord  ruined  himself  by  marriage,  &  was  forced  to 
leave  his  place  &  move  20  miles  higher,*when  above  s'  Gentleman 
eenerously  offered  me  his  Lodging,  £  in  Order  not  to  be  Looser  of 
ttie  Ind*  Language,  confided  the  Keys  of  his  Store  in  me,  to  see  the 
Way  of  Ind*  Trade,  &  in  short,  introduces  me  to  all  affiiini  necea- 
sary  &  advantageus  to  my  Employ,  &  although  s*  Gentle*  theae 
several  years  pass'd  resign'd  the  management  of  Ind*  affairs  for  this 
Province,  Nevertheless,  all  the  6  Nations  carry  their  Belts  &  News 
to  his  House,  &  will  by  no  means  extinguish  their  Counsel  fire  at 
his  housQ,  nor  will  they  see  or  hear  of  the  14  Commissioners  of  IndJ^ 
affairs  appointed  at  Newyork,  Albany  &  Skeneghdady,  at  the  mean 
while  he  suffers,  to  my  Surprize,  a  vast  deal  of  Trouble  and  Charges, 
when  the  others  sit  quietly  at  Home  &  mind  not  to  send  any  message 
at  all  to  them,  where  they  but  receive  their  Pay ;  Which,  therefore, 
makes  the  Indians  have  such  an  ill  opinion  of  all  the  afores*  People, 
that  I  dare  say,  if  Coll.  Johnson  should  neglect  or  take  no  Notice 
of  them,  the  would  be  already  in  the  French  Interest,  as  they  made 
it  sundry  Times  sensible  to  him,  how  little  they  was  Noticed  by  their 
Bretheren  the  f^Dglish,  that  they  would  sometime  or  other  be  forced 
to  seek  Shelter  somewhere  else. 

Coll.  Johnson,  few  Weeks  ago,  enquired  of  some  of  the  Chiefest 
Sachims  of  the  6  Nations  their  meaning  or  resolution  about  the  pre- 
sent Situation  of  affairs  at  Ohio,  after  a  little  Consideration,  they 
answered,  that  they  seeing  the  French  as  an  undernrising  People, 
go  on  in  such  a  manner  as  they  did  last  Summer,  mthout  any  Re* 
sistance  of  the  English,  was  to  confess  the  Truth  quite  afread  of 
them,  &  therefore  sitting  quite  Neuter,  and  hanging  their  Heads,  but 
if  they  once  should  see  the  English  rise  up  &  make  Resistance,  they 
could  be  sure,  all  the  Nations  chearfuUy  would  Join  them,  &  doubt- 
less prostrate  the  Designs  of  the  French,  being  much  more  inclined 
to  live  under  the  Protection  of  the  English  then  the  French,  as  they 
most  more  fear  than  love  them  ;  Severals  of  the  6  Nations  desired 
Coll.  Johnson  to  write  to  the  Head  Men  over  the  great  Sea,  that  they' 
might  provide  them  with  forts  &  ministers  in  some  of  their  Castles, 
in  Order  to  keep  off  the  Frenches  often  passing  back  &  forwards,  & 
imbibing  them  all  the  Sweetest  Things  to  brings  em  over,  &  at  the 
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same  time  was  trying  to  make  them  believe  the  English  were  raoh  a 
bad  Sort  of  People,  that  one  Time  or  other  having  them  in  their 
Power  would^certainlj  knock  them  in  the  Head. 

I  did  not  think  it  improper  of  inclosing  your  Honour  a  Copy  of 
an  affidavit,  given  by  a  New  England  young  Man,  who  was  7  Years 
a  French  Prissoner,  when  in  October  last  in  Comming  back  with 
the  French  Army  from  Ohio,  he  took  his  Opportunity  in  going  by 
OsBwego  &  deserted  into  the  Fort,  from  whence  he  came  among  the 
Inhabitants  ^in  Order  to  Work  till  he  could  come  home,  and  when 
ColL  Johnson  had  Intelligence  of  it  he  called  him  to  his  House  & 
took  the  Inclosed  Deposition  of  him. 

I  have  at  Present  Nothing  else  to  acquaint  your  Honour  with^ 
bnt  Recommend  me  to  your  Favour  to  the  future,  and  am  with  my 
bumble  Bespects, 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

•  ^  Your  most  obedient,  humble  Serv^ 

DAN.  GLAUS. 

P.  S. — Coll.  Johnson  is  at  present  in  Newyork,  &  will  stay  there 
ft  Couple  of  Weeks. 

Indorsed — 18^^  January,  1754,  M^  Chius's  Letter  to  the  Go- 
vernor. 


John  S.  Hawkins  to  Joseph  Combbs^  1764. 

Sir--* 

I  &  my  Father  has  Sent  Several  times  to  you  to  Come  down  &  Pay 
the  Kent  of  the  Place  were  you  now  live  on,  but  Insted  of  Ever  Com- 
ming or  Sending  a  Civel  Answer,  you  have  said  You  would  hold  it 
under  Pensilvania  Rights,  &  would  Pay  no  Rent,  In  Particular  I 
sent  by  M'.  Peter  Butler,  but  all  in  Vain^  the  next  time  I  shall  Come 
mj  aelf,  which  will  be  in  Little  time,  &  unless  you  Either  Come  or 
send  the  Rent  before,  you  ftiay  Depend  I  will  take  Forceable  Entry 
by  a  Jury,  &  mU  have  Satisfaction  for  The  Rent,  &  assure  you  that 
yoa  ahant  Li^on  the  Plantation  any  Longer  for  your  Insolent 
Behavi(yur,  from 

JNO.  StONfe  HAWKINS. 
Frederick  Town,  Jan.  29<'»,  1754. 
2>ir«|pfcrf— 
"  To  B^'.  Joseph  Coombes, 
**  at  Tanolaways. 

"^RalfMatson." 
ifuforsecf-^'^  Joseph  Coombs,  at  Conolloways.    Delivered  May. 
1755/' 
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Gkoboe  Cboquan  to  R.  Pbtebs,  1754. 

Feb  8«,  1753. 
S', 

Perehnant  to  j*  orders,  I  have  wrote  y^  Oovemor  in  Large  all  ye 
News  I  Coold  bear  to  be  Depended  on,  and  given  him  a  fall  Acoont 
of  our  Proceeding  hear,  att  Logstown,  wbicb  I  bope  will  be  agree- 
able to  bis  boDOur.  You  Desired  I  might  Lett  you  know  what  ye 
Indians  Expected  of  ye  Government,  and  I  ashure  you  they  Expect 
a  Treading  nonse  &  to  be  Snply'd  with  Neceserys  to  Cary  on  ye  war 
against  ye  French^  Butt  I  Supose  if  ye  government  wold  Build  a 
Strong  Log'd  bouse  &  Stockead  itt  Round,  itt  wold  Do,  wbicb  wold 
Nott  Cost  a  great  Dale,  and  I  think  ye  Treaderg  Should  be  all  Call'd 
there  to  Live  and  be  Lay'  under  some  Regulation,  and  then  ye 
Number  of  Treaders  who  getts  tbire  Bread  by  ye  tread  wold  be  ^ ble 
to  Defend  that  bouse  with  ye  Asistance  of  ye  Indians,  which,  I  am 
of  opinion,  we  may  Depend  on,  if  we  asist  them.  I  shall  be  att  my 
bouse,  att  Aughick,  by  ye  20^'*  of  this  Month,  and  I  hear  Inclose  my 
Acount  for  Carriug  ye  goods,  which  if  ye  Asembly  will  Plese  to 
alow  ye  Plese  to  send  me  by  M'.  Andrew  Montour.  I  have  been 
att  a  great  Loss  by  bring  out  those  goods,  in  Loosing  horses,  and  att 
Qreat  Expenoe  hear  Purcbesing  Provisions,  which  I  bope  ye  will 
mensbon  to  ye  Assembly,  and  Lett  them  Inquier  of  M**.  Montour 
How  Expensiff  itt  is  to  transact  Publick  Business  bear.  The  As- 
sembly stopt  £50  out  of  one  of  my  former  Aoounts,  and  £S0  out  of 
ye  Last,  which  M**.  Noris  Promised  to  befrend  me  in  getting.  Plese 
make  my  Compliments  to  M'.  Norris  and  M^  Frankland.  If  I  hear 
any  News  During  my  stay  bear,  I  will  send  it  to  bis  bono«u:  as  aeon 
as  I  go  to  Aughick. 

I  am,  S',  - 

y  most  humble  Servant, 

GEO :  CROGHAN. 

P.  S. — Plese  to  Lett  bis  honour  know  that  Lewes  Montour  has 
behaved  himself  very  well  sence  he  Oaifle  up  from  Philadelphia,  and 
I  must  acknowledge  to  his  honour  that  I  think  Noaf  was  Rong  in 
what  I  mensbion'  of  him  to  his  honour.  M'.  Pmen,  to  my  opi- 
nion, is  very  much  Bigotted  of  himself;  he  and  Androw  Montour 
Dose  nott  agree  well.  If  tirere  Can't  be  a  stop  putt  to  Liquors 
Coming  to  ye  Woods,  No  Man  Can  pretent  to  Do  any  Publick  Bu- 
siness hear  for  ye  GoYcmmcnt. 

Directed — 
"  To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'., 

"  in  Philadelphia. 
"  P  Feavor  of  M'.  Androw  Montour." 


«  Indorsed— 1754. 
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Gbor6«  Ceoghan  to  Gov.  H.,  1754, 

Feb  3*,  1753,  ) 

SupposM  tobel754.  j 


Hay  itt  Plese  jour  Hoaonr, 

By  M'.  Androw  Montour  and  M**.  John  Patten  I  have  sent  y 
hooour  a  Copey  of  all  oar  Prooeedinga  att  Logstown,  all  ye  News  I 
Gonld  hear  worth  menshoning  to  y  honour  I  have  Wrote,  your 
honour  will  see  By  ye  Indians'  Speeches,  that  they  are  in  high 
Speretfl  and  very  Willing  to  Defend  themselves  from  the  Enemy, 
Provided  the  English  Ooverments,  whome  they  Depend  upon,  will 
asist  them^  they  Expect  y  honour  will  Imcadiettly  order  a  house 
Bult  to  keep  Nesesereys  in  to  Enable  them  to  Carrey  on  a  warr 
against  thire  Enemy,  who  has  unready  Invaided  thire  Cuntry. 
Your  honour  will  see  by  ye  Indians'  Speech,  that  a  part  of  that 
Speech  sent  y  honour  By  Lewes  Montour  must  have  been  for^  by 
thoeejhat  wrote  the  Speech  M'.  Montour  and  myself  brought.  Jo- 
seph Campble,  who  was  ye  Interpreter  of  that  Speech,  and  the  In- 
dians face  to  face  when  ye  half  king  proved  that  there  was  Nott  a 
word  of  giveing  up  thire  Lands,  to  pay  ye  Treaders'  Debts  men- 
shoned.  There  is  another  Man,  one  John  Davison,  who  talks  a 
Lttle  ei  ye  Indian  I^anguidge,  and  makes  a  great  Deal  of  Disturb- 
sBoe.  i  hope  y'  honour  will  order  such  Perscms  outt  of  ye  Wood, 
for  they  Really  Do  a  Great  Dale  of  Mischeff. 

M'.  Montour  and  I  are  boath  of  opinion  that  if  y  Honour  should 
thing  Proper  to  build  a  Treading  house  that  the  Treaders  should  all 
be  ^1'  together  att  that  plese  and  Lay*  under  some  Regulations^ 
whieh  wold  be  a  Mains  of  securing  ye  Tread,  and  there  ye  Indians 
Could  be  well  suply^  and  the  Treadera  Run  no  Resque  of  being  Ta- 
ken by  ye  French.  The  Indians  all  Intend,  as  soon  as  y  honour 
and  the  Govemer  of  Vcrgiuia  begins  to  Build,  to  gether  all  thire 
Warrers  to  ye  Pleaces  where  y^  Build,  and  Nott  suffer  ye  French  to 
Come  Down  ye  Riv^r,  as  for  what  French  is  amongst  them  unready, 
«8  soon  88  they  hear  of  ye  army  Coming  Down,  they  say  they  will 
secure  them.  I  would  aweated  on  y  honour  in  Company  with  M^ 
Moantour  and  M'.  Patten,  Butt  that  M'.  Trent  is  Just  Come  outt 
with  ye  Yergioia  goods,  and  has  brought  a  quantity  of  Toules 
and  workmen  to  begin  a  fort,  and  as  he  Can't  talk  ye  Indian  Lan* 
goidge,  I  am  oblig*  to  stay  and  asist  him  in  Delivering  them  goods, 
whieh  is  M'.  Montour's  advice.  Butt  I  hope  to  be  att  my  house  att 
Aughick,  by  ye  20^  of  this  Instant,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  y 
honour's  answer  to  the  Indians,  as  MrrMontour  is  obliged  to  go  to 
je  Six  Nations  on  a  Message  from  ye  Governor  of  Yerginia. 

May  it  please  ye  honour  I  have  Reserved  a  part  of  ye  goods  Left 
in  ray  hands,  by  ye  honour's  Commissioners,  for  this  Reson,  that  ye 
Bhannas  att  ye  I^wer  Shanna  town  has  gott  no  part  of  this  Present^ 
«a  they  are  Likely  to  be  Struck  by  ye  French,  and  Othaways  Down 
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there :  itt  is  M'.  Montoar's  and  my  opinion  that  there  ehoald  be  one 

hundred  pounds  Worth  More  of  goods  aded  to  what  is  in  my  hands, 
and  sent  to  them,  if  ye  honour  Aproves  of  this,  as  there  is  no  pose- 
bility  of  sending  those  things  att  this  Time  of  ye  year  from  Phila- 
delphia :  ye  Ohio  Company  has  a  quantity  of  goods  hear  which  they 
wo'ld  sell  at  first  Cost,  if  ye  houour  will  Send  a  person  to  purchesa 
them  with  Cash;  which  will  save  ye  Expence  of  Carridge  to  ye 
Government. 

I  am  y  honour's  Most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
Indorsed, 
Ffeb"  80,  1764,  George  Croghan- 


Governor  Hamilton  to  Governor  of  Connecticut,  1754. 

Copy. 
Sir: 

I  have  received  Information  that  a  Party  of  your  Inhabitants  did 
some  time  ago  pass  thro  the  remote  Parts  of  this  Province,  on  their 
Way  to  Wyomink,  upon  Sasquehannah  River,  and  gave  out  that 
they  had  made  a  Purchase  of  those  Lands  from  the  Mohock  Indians, 
and  they  had  your  Authority  to  come  and  settle  them,  being  in- 
cluded within  the  Boundaries  of  the  Connecticut  Charter,  and  offered 
their  Titles  to  any  who  were  disposed  to  purchase ;  and  this,  tho  I 
have  disregarded  it  as  an  idle  Story  is  now  confirmed  by  Persons  of 
Character,  who  have  been  in  Connecticut,  and  assure  me  that  a  large 
Number  of  your  Inhabitants,  tho  without  the  Countenance  or  Know- 
ledge of  the  Government,  were  actually  preparing  to  remove  in  the 
Spring  and  settle  some  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lands  on  Sasquehannah, 
depending  on  their  Indian  Title,  and  not  designing  to  pay  any  Re- 
gard to  the  Rights  of  our  Proprietaries,  or  4pply  to  this  Govern- 
ment for  their  Leave  and  Authority. 

Tho  I  can  scarce  perswade  myself  that  any  considerable  Number 
would  engage  in  so  rash  and  unjust  a  Proceeding,  yet  as  it  may  be 
true,  tho  highly  improbable,  I  find  myself  obliged  to  communicate  to 
your  Honour  these  Informations,  and  entreat  Ton  would  be  pleased 
to  do  all  in  your  Power  to  prevent  these  People  from  putting  their 
Design  in  Execution,  assured  as  I  am,  that  if  they  make  the  Attempt 
they  will  involve  this  Province  in  an  endlesa  Scene  of  Trouble  and 
Confusion,  and  as  they  must  expect  Opposition,  it  may  prove  preju- 
dicial to  the  Cause  of  the  Colonies ;  If,  as  it  is  very  probable  We 
shall  be  engaged  in  a  War  to  repel  the  French,  who  have  actually 
invaded  this  Province,  and  are  now  erecting  Forts  and  drivinff  away 
our  Traders  within  its  Limits,  a  Number  of  Strangers  shottlqf  oome 
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amotigBi  Usaad  fbroibly  take  Possession  of  oar  Landsi  what  ean  his 
Majesty  or  the  other  Colonies  think  bat  that  thcj  are  Enemies  to 
their  Country,  and  design  to  hinder  this  Gh)yernment  from  exerting 
its  Force  against  the  oommon  Enemy,  by  nusing  a  eivil  War  within 
its  Boweb. 

I  beseeoh  year  Honoor  further  to  consider,  that  the  Six  Nations 
will  be  highly  offended  if  these  Lands  on  Sasquehannah  be  overrun 
with  White  People,  for  they  are  their  favourite  L^nds  and  reserved 
for  their  Hunting,  and  many  of  them  live  there,  and  they  have  the 
Faith  of  this  Government,  solemnly  and  repeatedly  plighted,  that 
no  White  People  shall  settle  there,  and  if  notwithstandiog  these 
pablick  Engagements  they  shoud  now  be  settled,  I  will  not  answer 
for  the  Consequences,  they  may  not  only  turn  their  Arms  against 
the  Settlers  but  withdraw  themselves  from  our  Alliance,  which  might 
at  this  time  prove  the  Ruin  of  our  Affairs,  and  involve  the  Colonies 
in  endless  Bloodshed  and  Expence. 

I  cannot  conceive  how  the  Inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  whose  Laws 
as  well  as  Ours,  prohibit  and  render  invalid  all  private  Contracts 
with  the  Natives,  could  go  in  so  clandestine  a  manner  to  treat  with 
the  Mohocks  about  these  Lands,  surely  they  are  Worthy  of  much 
Censure  on  many  Accounts,  but  at  this  time  it  is  peculiarly  unfor- 
tunate, as  it  may  create  a  Difference  between  the  Mohocks  and  the 
Rest  of  the  Six  Nations,  between  whom  there  is  an  Agreement  that 
the  Mohocks  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Lands  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, nor  take  any  Part  of  the  Presents  received  for  them,  because 
they  have  already  had  more  than  their  Share  for  other  Lands,  and 
therefore  the  Mohocks  never  come  here  on  treaties  for  Land. 

Bat  why  will  your  Inhabitants  chuse  such  a  disorderly  and  dan- 
gerous Way  of  obtaining  the  Possession  of  Lands  when  they  may 
have  a  legal  Settlement.  There  is  a  large  Extent  of  Country  in  the 
Western  Parts  of  this  Province,  and  That  of  Virginia  vacant,  and 
some  of  the  best  Lands  in  North  America.  If,  therefore,  any  con- 
siderable Number  of  Families  want  to  remove  and  are  minded  to 
settle  these  Lands,  I  make  no  doubt  but  our  Proprietaries  will  be 
glad  to  give  them  good  Eucouragement,  and  if  they  encline  that  I 
shall  write  in  their  favour,  I  wiU  cheerfully  do  it  at  your  Instance, 
and  press  them  to  return  a  speedy  Answer,  which  may  arrive  here 
time  enough  for  the  Planters  to  go  and  view  these  Western  Parts  in 
the  Winter,  and  prepare,  if  they  find  them  agreeable,  for  their  Re- 
moval as  early  as  the  Season  in  the  Spring  will  permits 

Or  if  the  Lands  of  Virginia  shall  be  found  more  agreeable,  I  will 
recommend  them  to  that  Oovemment  who  have  lately  made  a  Law 
for  the  Encouragement  of  New  Settlers,  and  Both  Governments 
will  not  fail  to  obtain  for  them  the  Friendship  and  kind  Assistances 
of  the  Indians  in  those  Parts^  in  whichsoever  of  the  Two  they  shall 
efause  to  settle. 

Shond  any  of  your  Inhabitants  be  desirous  to  enquire  of  our 
Constitution  and  the  Quality  of  the  Lands  in  the  uncultivated  Parts 
Vol.  IL— e 


Digitized 


byGoogte 


122  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1764. 

of  tbe  Promoe,  they  will  receive  an  impartial  Acooant  of  them 
from  the  Gentleman  who  is  charged  with  this  Letter,  who  is  a  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly  and  the  Proprietary  Surveyor  over  Sasquehannah, 
and  well  acquainted  with  the  Lands  not  yet  appropriated ;  for  these 
Reasons  I  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  take  this  Journey,  that  he 
might  answer  any  Questions,  and  give  Satisfaction  in  all  Points  ne- 
cessary to  bo  known  in  this  matter;  and  I  crave  Leave  to  recommend 
him  to  your  Honour  as  a  Gentleman  whose  Relations  may  be  received 
with  the  utmost  Confidence  in  whatever  he  be  desired  to  give  an 
Account  of. 

I  am  perswaded  yonr  Honour  will  perceive  the  dangerous  Conse- 
quences that  must  needs  attend  the  Settlement  of  the  Sasquehan* 
nah  Lands  by  your  People  in  the  manner  they  propose,  under  the 
present  Circumstances  of  Affairs,  that  it  cannot  fail  to  exasperate 
the  Indians,  raise  a  Civil  War  in  the  Province  and  distract  the  Go- 
vernment, "at  a  time  when  all  the  Attention  I  am  Master  of  may  be 
wanted  to  conduct  the  momentous  concerns  of  the  Public,  execute 
his  Majesties  Command  and  preserve  the  Colpnies  from  falline  a 
Prey  to  our  Enemies.  Suffer  me  then  to  repeat  my  Request,  that 
Ton  woud  pleaso  to  detain  your  People  at  home,  and  prevail  with 
them  to  hearken  to  sober  and  moderate  Counsels,  which  in  the  end 
will  prove  more  to  their  Advantage.  I  am  with  sincere  Esteem^ 
Your  Honours 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 
Philadelphia;  4"^  March,  1754. 
To  the  Honourable  Roger  Wolcott,  Esquire,  Governor  and  Comman- 
•  der  in  Chief  of  His  Majesties  Province  of  Connecticut,  at  Wind- 
sor. 
Read  in  Council,  12  March,  1754. 


Governor  Hamilton's  Letter  to  the  Deputy  Gov'r.  op 

Connecticut. 
Sir: 

Hearing  that  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Connecticut  are  pre- 
paring to  come  and  settle  some  Lands  in  this  province  in  a  forcible 
manner,  and  being  apprehensive  that  it  may  be  of  bad  consequence 
at  a  Time  when  we  may  be  probably  be  engaged  in  a  War  to  repel 
the  Hostile  Attempts  of  the  French,  I  have  wrote  a  Letter  to  Gov- 
ernor  Wolcott  on  this  Subject,  and  take  the  freedom  to  enclose  ycta 
a  Copy  of  it,  and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  your  Assistance 
in  this  Affair. 

I  have  not  the  Honour  of  a  Personal  Acquaintance  with  you,  yet 
I  am  told  the  people  have  a  great  Esteem  for  you,  and  Dependance 

*  See  answer  of  T.  Fitch,  March  18,  p. 
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00  your  Judgment^  vhiob;  I  flatter  myself,  will  be  &TaiiraUe  to  tidi 

Application. 

I  should  not  doubt  of  Success  if  you  would  be  pleased  to  join 
jonr  influences  witb  bis  Honour's  in  setting  tbis  matter  in  a  true 
U^bt. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  tbe  Gentleman  wbo  delivers  tbis  Letter 
to  your  notice  and  Civilities,  wbo  is  well  acquainted  witb  our  Con- 
stitution and  tbe  Quality  of  tbe  vacant  Lands  witbin  tbis  Province, 
and  well  qualified  to  sive  your  People  satisfaction  in  any  points  tbey 
may  want  to  know.  I  am  witb  perfect  Esteem  and  Regard, 
Your  Honour's 

most  Obedient 

bumble  Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 
Philadelpbia, 

4  Marcb,  1754. 
Tbe  Honorable  Tbomas  Fitcbe,  Esq'. 


ExAMiKATioH  OF  Mr,  Pattbn,  March  2,  1764.* 

An  Aooount  of  tbe  Examination  of  M'.  Patten  and  M"*.  Montour, 
by  tbe  Assembly,  on  tbe  Governor's  laying  before  tbe  House  tbe 
Grounds  of  bis  Assurance  tbat  tbe  Invasion  of  tbe  Frencb  is 
witbin  tbe  Limits  of  tbe  Province,  6*''  Marcb,  1754,  in  tbe  after- 
noon. 

First  Question  to  M'.  Patten  and  M'.  Montour. 
Tbe  Governor  bas  laid  before  tbe  House  a  Paper  given  by  You 
Two,  containing  an  acoount  of  tbe  Road  to  Obio.     DM  You  give  it, 
and  Is  it  a  true  Account. 

Answer.  Patten  tbinks  tbis  was  tbe  Question,  but  does  not  re- 
member it  exactly,  bowever,  all  tbe  Answer  was,  Yes. 

2'  Question.  Do  you  know  any  more  relating  to  tbis  Affair  of 
oonsequenoe,  tban  wbat  You  bave  given  in  ? 

Answer.  Patten  answered,  I  do  not  remember  any  more  tbat  is 
of  consequence  at  present.  Here  is  my  Map  of  tbe  Boad,  I  bave 
now  put  into  it  a  Table  of  tbe  Trader's  Computations  as  I  took  tbem 
from  tbe  Traders.  I  did  not  tbink  it  necessary  to- put  it  in  at  first, 
because  You  bad  my  Journal. 

3'  Question.  Did  You  ever  know  tbat  tbe  Bead  to  Obio  bas  been 
measured? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  I  believe  it  never  was.  Wbenerer  it  sball  be 
measured,  I  believe  it  will  be  less  tban  I  bave  made  it  in  my  Map, 
for  I  am  ratber  over  tban  under. 

4*  Question.     Wbat  Way  did  You  take  to  know  it  ? 

Answer.    No  otber  Way  tban  by  tbe  Eye. 

Tbe  Speaker  said  be  would  not  detain  tbem  longer,  and  asked  the 

*See  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  V.  pv  750. 
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Members  if  thej  would  be  pleased  to  ask  any  more  Qaestions.    Ne 
more  Qaestions  being  put,  M'.  Montour  and  M'.  Patten  withdrew. 

Indorged. 
John  Patten's  Examination  before  the  House,  6  Maroh,  1754. 


The  Examination  of  a  French  Deserter,  1754.'*' 

7th  March,  1754. 

Jean  Baptiste  Pldon,  a  French  Deserter,  being  examined,  sajs 
that  he  is  a  Lorrainer,  bom  near  Nancy ;  that  he  was  a  Desrter  from 
the  Army  in  Old  France,  bat  upon  the  Publication  of  a  general  Par- 
don from  the  King  of  France,  he  returned  into  the  Service  in  1750, 
and  was  sent  to  Canada  the  next  Year  and  placed  at  Montreal.  That 
in  the  Sprinff,  1753,  Sixteen  Hundred  Men,  Canadians  and  Regalar 
Forces,  of  which  he^was  one,  were  sent  on  an  Expedition  to  la  Belle 
Riviere,  and  that  Six  Hundred  Men  more  had  been  sent  away  in  the 
Winter  Time.  That  they  went  in  Bateaus  thro'  the  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  Strcights  of  Niagara,  and  sailed  Six  or  Seven  Days  in  Lake 
Erie,  After  which  they  landed  and  began  to  build  a  Fort  on  an  Emi- 
nence, about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  Bank  of  the  Lake,  which 
they  called  Duquisne,  the  Name  of  their  General,  the  Marquis  Du- 
quisne.  Here  the  Six  Hundred  Men,  who  had  left  Canada  in  the 
Winter,  came  to  them.  That  the  Army  cut  a  Way  thro'  the  Woods, 
Eight  French  licagues  at  least,  if  not  more,  to  the  Riviere  aux  Boeufs^ 
and  there  they  began  another  Fort.  That  he,  among  many  others, 
was  employed  in  falling  and  haling  Timber,  and  were  compelled  to 
do  Tory  laborious  Service,  that  there  were  Victuals  enough  at  the 
Upper  Fort,  but  not  always  enough  at  the  Second  Fort.  That  Nam- 
bers  deserted,  and  M'.  Joncaire,  the  Interpreter,  who  had  the  care  of 
Matters  did  not  mind  it,  but  swore  at  the  Rest  and  bid  them  be  gone 
to  the  English,  where  they  could  get  Bread.  That  no  more  than 
Ten  Indians  accompanied  them  from  Canada,  who  were  employed  in 
Hunting  for  the  Commander.  That  Eight  Hundred  returned  to 
Canada — that  he  deserted  in  the  month  of  August,  and  that  there 
were  Twelve  Hundred  Men  in  Garrison  in  the  Upper  Fort  who  were 
to  continue  there  all  the  Winter,  and  that  they  were  making  Maga- 
zines and  great  Works  there ;  that  he  heard  the  Second  Fort  was 
finished  and  had  Five  Hundred  Men  in  it 

_  J.  B.  PIDON.* 
Sworn  before  me  at  Philadelphia,  1 

this  19«*  March,  1764.  J 

Will.  Allen,  Chief  Justice. 
Indorsed, 

Deposition  of  French  Deserter,  Jean  Baptiste  Pidon.  7  March. 
1764. 

*  Col.  EscVoLV.  p.  760. 
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Gov'b  Sharp  to  Gov'b.  Hamilton,  1754. 

Sir: 

I  am  extreemlj  sorry  to  hear  of  your  iDdispoaitioDy  from  which  I 
most  sincerely  wish  you  the  speediest  Recovery.     I  think  myself 
moch  obliged  by  Tour  ready  Compliance  with  my  Request,  in  per- 
mitdng  Daniel  Teseron,  on  whom  I  am  glad  to  hear  a  punishment 
io  some  measure  proportionate  to  his  Deserts,  has  been  already  in- 
flicted, to  be  delivered  up  to  an  Officer  who  waits  ou  you  with  my 
Instructions  to  take  custody  of  &  convey  him  hither. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
Sir,  Your  most  obedient 
humble  seryaDt, 

HORO.  SHARPE. 
Annapolis, 
Makh  12,  1754. 


A  Lrter  from  Govbhnor  Fircfr  Tp  Govjernor  Hamilton. 

Hartford,  13**  March,  1754. 
Sir:  • 

As  I  am  £(ivoured  with  the  Honour  of  your's  of  the  fourth  Instant* 
by  M'.  Armatrong,  at  a  time  I  am  obliged  to  attend  pnblick  Busi- 
ness from  home,  I  can  only  just  signify  that  I  have  perused  yonr's  to 
Governor  Wolcott,  as  well  as  that  to  me,  do  well  approve  of  the  no* 
tiee  you  take  of  the  attempt  some  of  the  people  of  this  Colony  are 
making,  and  the  concern  you  manifest  for  the  general  Peace  of  the 
British  Interest  and  his  Majesties  Service  which  so  much  depen<}  on 
a  regular  proceeding  in  such  Affairs,  I  know  nothing  of  any  thing 
done  by  the  Government  to  countenance  such  a  procedure  as  yon 
intimate,  and  I  conclude,  is  going  on  among  some  of  our  People.  I 
shall,  in  all  proper  ways,  use  my  interest  to  prevent  any  thing  that 
may  tend  any  way  to  prejudice  the  General  good  of  these  Govern- 
ments ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe  this  wijd  scheme  of  our  People 
will  oome  to  nothing,  th'o  I  cant  certainly  say.  I  heartily  desire  a 
gpod  harmony  may  subsist  between  your  Government  and  othex8| 
and  This  in  particular.  I  need  not  if  had  time  enlarge,  seeing  the 
worthy  Bearer  of  your's  (with  whose  Conversation  and  Account  con* 
oeming  those  affairs  I  was  well  satisfied  and  delighted,)  has,  I  sup- 
pose, received  from  Governor  Wolcott  a  more  full  and  satisfactory 
answer  to  your  Honour.    You'll  please  to  command  me  further  in 

*  See  page  132. 
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this  or  in  any  other  affair  Yoa  shall  think  proper;  all  which  shall 
be  duly  honoured  by  him;  may  it  please  your  Honour,  who  is 

Your  Honours 

obedient  humble  Serv*, 

THOS,  FITCH. 
OovERNOB  Hamilton. 

A  True  Copy, 

Richard  Peters, 

Secretary. 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Wolcott  to  Governor 
Hamilton. 

Windsor,  Mar,ch  13, 1754. 
Sir, 

Your's  of  the  fourth  Instant  is  read,  and  I  hope  that  by  your  Let- 
ter and  my  Discourse  with  M".  Armstrong,  I  am  now  better  inform- 
ed than  before,  of  the  State  of  the  Susquehannah  Lands. 

It  is  with  concern  that  we  in  these  parts  of  the  Country  hear  con- 
tinually news  that  the  Frencl^are  blocking  up  the  avenues  of  the 
Country  North  and  West,  and  encroaching  upon  the  Lands  belonging 
to  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain ;  we  fear  that  this  is  very  much  from 
a  Backwardness  in  the  Western  Governments  in  promoting  New  Set- 
tlements, and  there  being  now,  no  unimpropriated  Lands  with  n% 
some  of  our  Inhabitants  hearing  of  this  Land  at  Sasqueha^nah, 
and  that  it  was  North  of  the  Grant  made  to  M'.  Penn  and  that  to 
Virginia,  are  upon  a  design  of  making  a  purchase  of  the  Indians, 
and  hope  to  obtain  a  grant  of  it  from  the  Crown.  This  appearing 
to  be  a  design  to  promote  his  Majesties  Interest  and  render  the 
Country  more  defencible,  we  were  all  well  wishers  to  it. 

But  M'.  Armstrong  informs  me  that  this  Land  is  certainly  withta 
M'.  Penn's  Grant ;  if  so,  I  don't  suppose  our  people  had  any  pur- 
pose to  Quarrel  with  Pennsylvania.  Indeed,  I  dont  know  the  mind 
of  every  private  Man,  but  I  never  heard  our  leading  Men  express 
themselves  so  inclined. 

Your  proposal  to  move  M'.  Penn  and  the  Government  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  promote  new  Settlements  in  the  easiest  manner,  if  e£fected, 
may  torn  the  Eyes  of  our  people  that  way,  and  it  is  but  reasonable 
that  the  Lands  so  far  from  the  Sea  and  on  the  Frontier,  should  have 
the  Settlers  on  it  encouraged  in  my  Opinion ;  You  may  serve  Your 
King,  your  Proprietaries  and  your  Country  in  promoting  this  Scheme, 
and  this  may  probably  draw  many  of  our  people  to  settle  in  those 
parts,  which  I  hope  will  prove  orderly  and  industrious  Inhabitanta, 
and  being  used  to  War,  may  be  of  good  service  on  that  account. 

♦  See  p.  120. 
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This  seema  to  be  the  time,  if  ever,  to  promote  so  good  a  work, 
and  if  omitted,  may  prove  oar  last  Opportunity. 

We  in  New  England,  from  oar  Beginning,  have  often  had  hard 
Wars  with  the  French  and  Indians,  and  have  hitherto  made  our  part 
good  with  thecp,  it  is  probable  the  War  will  enkindle  in  the  Western 
parts,  and  yoa  must  come  to  a  push  with  the  French,  which  shall  bo 
the  Masters  of  the  Gountrj,  in  which  case,  every  man  will  be  scr- 
vioeable  according  to  his  Strength  of  Body  and  Resolntion  of  mind ; 
the  resolution  oT  the  soldier  will  be  very  moch  in  fighting  for  his 
Country  according  to  his  Interest  in  it,  and  if  I  must  go  oat;  let  me 
have  an  Army  of  Freeholders  or  Freeholders  Sons. 

I  have  seen  an  Instance  of  thi.^)  in  the  Seige  of  Louisbarg:  We 
had  hot  about  3700  Men^  and  beforo  we  had  done,  about  700  of 
these  were  lost  or  invalids.  With  these  we  beat  the  French  at  our 
Landing  and  beset  the  City.  The  Walls  were  34,  30  and  aome 
places  20  feet  high  from  the  Bottom  of  the  French  and  built  so  regu- 
lar, that  one  or  more  Cannon  swept  every  face  of  it.  The  Trench 
was  II  Feet  deep  and  10  Rods  wide,  without  is  a  picket  and  Qlazing, 
on  the  Walls  were  mounted  101  Cannon  and  78  Swivels,  in  the  Town 
were  Five  Mortars  and  all  Warlike  Stores,  besides  this,  we  had  the 
Grand  Battery  and  Island  Battery  to  subdue,  in  the  Town  were  2100 
Men  and  Lads  able  to  bear  Arms,  before  these  Walls  we  lay  49  Days . 
honrly  expecting  an  Army  the  Enemy  had  raised  to  take  Annapolis 
would  be  npon  our  Backs.  We  advanced  our  Battery  within  forty  rods 
of  their  Walls,  and  as  we  accounted,  received  from  them  9000  great 
Shot  and  Bombs.  The  Ground  about  our  Battery  was  plowed  like  a 
Com  Field,  yet  I  never  heard  a  man  in  this  Time  (excepting  those 
in  the  Hospital,)  move  to  go  home  till  we  had  taken  the  City— and 
we  took  it,  but  how,  God  gave  us  the  victory,  but  commonly  speak- 
iog}  it  wasHbecause  our  Soldiers  were  Freeholders  and  Freeholders 
Sons  and  had  a  Sense  of  Interest  In  the  Country  and  Liberty^  and 
the  Men  within  the  Walls  were  mercenary  Troops. 

Whenever  the  War  commences  with  you^  I  think  a  small  Army 
of  such  Men  well  appointed  and  Disciplined,  will  soon  convince  the 
French  of  their  Error  in  provoking  and  insulting  of  you ;  -I  think  a 
few  of  them  will  be  more  than  a  Match  for  a  multitude  of  their 
Plebes  brought  up  in  Slavery  and  have  nothing  to  fight  for  of  their 
own. 

This  brings  to  mind  a  Story  a  Gentleman  told  me,  that  he  went 
in  to  see  his  Negro  Man  then  dying,  and  seeing  him  just  gone^  said 
to  him.  Coffee,  You  are  just  soing,  are  you  not  sorry  f  No,  says  tbd 
fellow,  Master,  the  loss  wont  be  mine. 

Pardon  the  length  of  this  Letter,  and  be  assured  that  I  am, 
Your  Honour's 

most  Obedient 

very  humble  Servant. 
.   R.  WOLCOTT. 
The  Honorable  James  HamUton,  Esq'. 
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Letters  between  the  OoV  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Gov"  of  Con- 
necticut.— ^Relating  to  the  Attempts  of  the  Connectiout  People  set- 
tling Jjands  in  Pennsylvania^  In  1754. 


Board  of  Trade  on  Jersey  Paper  Monet,  1754. 

To  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  his  Majestys 
most  Honourable  Privy  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs : 

My  Lords : 

Pursuant  to  your  Lordships  Orders^  dated  the  18*^  of  December 
last;  We  havo  had  under  our  Consideration  the  humble  Petition  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey,  in  Ge- 
neral Assembly  met,  and  the  humble  remonstrance  of  Richard  Par- 
tridge, Agent  for  the  said  Colony  to  his  Majesty,  humblv  Praying 
for  the  reasons  therein  contained,  that  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased 
to  grant  his  Royal  Leave  to  the  Governor  to  give  his  Assent  to  a 
Bill,  for  making  Current  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit 
upon  the  like  footing  of  those  heretofore  emitted  in  that  Colony  bj 
his  Majesties  Consent ;  And  having  been  attended  by  Mr.  Partridge, 
with  Mr.  Field,  his  Council,  and  heard  what  they  had  to  offer  in  sup- 
port of  the  Allegations  of  the  said  Petition  and  Remonstrance.  We 
beg  Leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordships. 

That  the  Bills  of  Credit  Created  and  issued  in  New  Jersey,  in  the 
Year  1730  &  1733,  on  the  Model  of  which  the  Assembly  of  that 
Province,  now  pray  leave  to  emit  the  further  Sum  of  Sixty  Thou- 
sand Pounds,  were  Lent  out  to  the  Inhabitants  upon  Land  Security 
of  Double  the  Value  of  the  Sum  Lent  at  five  Percent  Interest,  and 
were  made  Current,  and  a  legal  Tender  in  all  Payments,  and  for  the 
discharge  of  all  Debts  and  Contracts  whatsoever,  during  the  term  of 
Sixteen  Years. 

That  it  has  been  represented  to  us  that  the  ksuing  Bills  of  Credit 
upon  Loan,  within  this  Province,  has  been  found  to  be  the  least 
burthensome  method  of  Leveying  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  Govern- 
ment, and  has  also  been  of  great  Service  in  enabling  the  Inhabitants 
to  extend  and  Improve  their  Trade  &  Settlements,  and  that  as  they 
have  little  or  no  Silver  or  Gold  Circulating  in  the  Province,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  Carried  on  their  Trade  &  dealings  with- 
out some  such  medium :  That  as  the  time  of  the  Continuance  of  the 
Currency  of  these  Bills  is  now  expired,  and  the  whole  of  them  En- 
tirely Sunk  and  destroyed,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  Acts, 
except  about  three  thousand  Pounds,  which  is  Still  outstanding,  tho' 
without  any  Currency  as  a  Legal  Tender,  the  Province  will  be  re- 
duced to  the  greatest  distress  and  disabled  from  Carrying  on  Trade, 
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or  nimng  Supplies  for  the  flupport  of  Oovemment,  anlMS  relierad 
bj  a  new  Emission. 

From  the  Evidence  laid  before  us  of  the  Effect  &  Operation  of 
the  Bills  of  Credit  formerly  Issued  in  this  Province^  and  from  the 
representation  of  Persons  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  Paper 
Money  in  General^  We  are  inclined  to  belieye  that  a  moderate  Quan- 
tity Issued  upon  proper  Security,  and  having  a  proper  fund  for  its 
redemption,  within  a  Limited  Time  may  Operate  to  the  advantage  of 
a  Trading  Colonyi  serve  to  Improve  &  extend  the  Settlement  of  it, 
and  may  also  be  the  least  burthensome  Method  for  Levying  Money 
for  the  support  of  Government ;  but  we  can  by  no  means  agree  in 
Oppinion  with  the  Petitioners,  that  the  making  such  a  Paper  Mony 
a  Legal  Tender  in  alh  Payments  is  either  necessary  or  Proper,  but 
on  the  Contrary  has  been  declared  by  Parliment,  in  a  Kesolution 
of  the  House  of  Commons;  of  the  25*^  of  April;  1740,  To  be  a  frus- 
trating of  the  Act  of  the  6*^  of  Queen  Anne,  for  ascertaining  the 
rates  of  foreign  Coins  in  the  Plantations,  And  to  have  been  a  great 
discouragement  to  the  Commerce  of  this  Kingdom,  by  occasioning  a 
Confusion  in  dealings  &  a  lessening  of  Credit  in  tho&e  Parts.     It  is 
also  contrary  to  the  Sense  of  Parliament,  expressed  in  the  Act 
lately  passed  for  restraining  Paper  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  four  Colo- 
neys  of  New  England :  and,  therefore,  if  his  Majesty,  out  of  his 
Paternal  regard  and  Indulgence  to  the  ease  and  Convenience  of  his 
.  Subjects  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  order  to  restore  the  peace  and  Quiet 
of  the  Province,  and  Conciliate  the  difference  which  have  long  sub- 
sisted therein,  shou'd  be  graciously  Pleased  to  allow  of  a  New  Emis- 
sion of  Sixty  thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  upon  the  Terms 
of  the  former  Emissions ;  We  think  it  ought  to  be  made  an  Ex- 
press Condition,  that  such  Bills  ^f  Credit  should  not  be  declared  to 
oe  Legal  Tenders  in  Payment  of  any  Debts,  Dues  or  Demands  what- 
soever.   We  are  also  of  Opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  made  a  Condi- 
tion of  his  Majestys  Consenting  to  this  Emission :  that  the  Inter- 
est arising  from  the  Loan  of  the  Bills  shall,  during  their  continu- 
ance, be  appropriated  to  all  the  Established  and  Contingent  Services 
of  Government,  and  bo  issued  by  Warrant  from  the  Governor  and 
Council  only,  and  that  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  doubts  or 
Objections;  a  Clause  for  that  purpose  be  either  prepared  herC;  to  be 
inserted  verbatim  in  the  Act  for  the  Emission,  or  that  a  Draught  of 
the-Bill,  with  a  Clause  to  that  Effect,  be  Transmitted  hither,  before 
the  Governor  be  allowed  to  give  his  Assent  to  it. 

By  such  a  Provision  as  this,  his  Majesty^s  Service,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  Province,  will  be  supported  and  carried  on  with  great 
ease  and  stability,  and  the  Charges  of  it  Provided  fBr  in  a  better 
manner  than  by  the  Present  method  of  Passing  Temporary  or  An- 
nual Acts,  which  sometimes  take  Effect  before  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
can  be  known  upon  them. 

If  your  Lordships  shou'd  be  of  this  opinion,  We  would  propose 
that  an  Instruction  shou'd  be  given  to  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey, 

6* 
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tonformable  thereto,  with  direotions,  however,  not'  to  take  any  one 
step  towards  the  Execution  of  it,  until  all  the  Bills  for  the  former 
emission  in  1730  &  1733,  now  outstanding,  shall  be  finally  sunk 
and  destroyed. 

,  We  are, 
My  Lords, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obed^ 

and  most  hamble  Servants, 

DUNK  HALIFAX, 
J.  GREENVILLE, 
FRAN.  FANE, 
J.  ]^TT. 
Whitehall,  March  18, 1754. 
Indorsed, 

Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  of  Privy  Council,  on 
Jersey  Paper  Money,  Act  18  March,  1754. 


Gov.  Sharp  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1764.  . 

Sir: 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  acquaint  You  with  a  Complaint,  which  has 
been  made  to  me  against  a  certain  William  Killing,  an  Officer  under 
Pensilvania  Govern*,  Surveyour  of  Kent  upon  Delaware,  for  survey- 
ing &  laying  out  for  one  Roger  Adams,  of  Maryland,  a  Tract  of 
Land,  lying  between  William  Owings's  Bridge  &  Marshy  Hope 
Bridge,  on  the  North  Side  of  Dorchester  County  Road,  on  a  Branch 
of  Nanticoke,  within  the  Settlements  &  undoubted  Limits  of  thia 
Province :  &  has  included  in  the  said  Survey  about  fifty  Acres  of  a 
Tract  of  Land  called  Taylor's  Chance,  surveyed  forty-two  Yean 
since  for  one  Edward  Taylor,  who  at  the  same  time  procured  pate&l 
for  it  from  the  Maryland  Land  Office. 

Well  assured  of  Your  Disposition  to  prevent  by  all  means  any 
Disputes,  which  the  Orders  I  must  give  upon  such  Proceedings  may 
raise  between  the  two  Provinces,  1  submit  this  to  Your  Honour's 
Consideration,  &  hope  that  Dzamination  being  made  into  this  Affair, 
You  will  give  such  Directions  as  may  prevent  any  Occasion  of  farther 
Complaint 

M'.  Peters's  in  favour  of  Captain  Blair,  I  have  received  &  shall 
ever  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  executing  Your  farther  Commands. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem, 
,  Your  Honour's 

Most  obed*.  humb.  ServS 

HORO.  SHARPE. 
Annapolis,  March  20,  1764. 
Jndaned.-^^or.  Sharpe,  20*"  March,  1754. 
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Deposition  of  John  Trotteb,  1754. 

PenDsjlTania,  to  wit : 

John  Trotter,  of  the  Towoship  of  Paztang,  in  the  Gountj  of 
Lancaster  and  ProviDce  of  PeDDsjlvaniai  Indian  Trader,  aged  Thirty 
Years,  being  Sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saith, 
that  He  served  an  Apprentioeship  to  Ro^t  Yonng,  a  Planter  in  the 
said  Oonnty,  and  afterwards  followed  the  Indian  Trade ;  that  some- 
time in  the  Summer,  1752,  he  being  in  Partnership  with  Timothy 
Beerdon,  bought  of  Thomas  MeKee  of  the  said  County  of  Lanoaster, 
Indian  Trader,  an  Assortment  of  Indian  Goods,  for  which  they  con-' 
bweled  to  give  him  four  hundred  Pounds,  Current  Money  of  this 
Provinee,  with  which  Cargo  he  this  Deponent  went  to  Allegany,  to 
an  Indian  Delaware  Town,  called  Attiga,  an  antient  Town  Inhibited 
by  Delawares,  as  he  has  frequently  heard  from  their  own  Mouths 
for  fifty  years  past,  situate  on  the  River  Ohio,  pretty  near  half  way 
between  Logs  ^own  and  Weningo,  according  to  the  Course  of  the 
Biver,  but  as  the  said  River  has  here  a  very  krge  Bent,  it  is  not 
on  a  Straight  line  at  a  greater  distance  as  this  Deponent  believes 
from  Wemngo  than  Logs  Town^and  for  the  Reason  of  his  belief,  he 
SijB,  that  he  has  Walked  on  foot  from  Logs  Town  to  Weningo  ia 
two  Days,  and  from  Attiga  to  Wemngo  in  the  same  space  of  time ; 
this  Deponent  further  says,  that  he  staid  in  Attiga  trading  with  the 
lodians  till  the  fourteenth  day  of  last  August,  when  he  left  it  with 
two  Horse  Loads  of  Indian  Goods,  and  the  next  day  as  he  was 
about  to  pass  the  river  opposite  to  Weningo,  in  Company  with 
James  McLaughlen,  an  hired  Servant  of  his,  a  party  of  French  Men, 
ia  Number  one  hundred  and  ten,  came  and  Seized  them  and  their 
Horses,  took  away  the  Goods,  and  Bound  this  Deponent  and  the 
laid  McLaughlen  with  Indian  Hopples,  made  of  Wild  Hemp,  in 
thehr  Arms  and  Legs ;  the  next  day  they  tied  them  both  together, 
and  drove  them  before  them,  but  the  Woods  being  too  thick  to 
Admit  of  Traveling  in  this  manner,  they  loosed  them  after  some  time, 
and  on  the  third  day  after  they  left  Weningo,  they  came  to  a  New 
Bert  boilt  on  the  side  of  one  of  the  Lakes  of  Canada,  where  this 
Deponent  saw  the  French  had  cut  a  Road,  and  where  they  were 
hawling  great  Guns  along  the  Road  to  a  phce  where  they  were 
going  to  ereet  another  Fort.  This  Deponent  further  says,  that  they 
were  put  into  Irons,  and  Confined  in  an  out  house,  and  a  Guard  was 
Set  over  them  *,  here  they  stayed  four  days,  and  then  were  put  on 
board  a  Batteau,  and  carried  along  the  Lake  to  a  small  Wooden 
Fort  situate  at  the  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  they  were  the 
next  day  put  into  a  Cart,  and  set  ont  about  noon,  and  came  to  a 
lam  Stone  Fort  at  night,  where  they  stayed  two  or  three  Hours, 
and  then  were  put  on  Board  another  Batteau,  furnished  with  Sails 
and  Oars,  and  &kiling  along  another  of  thd  large  Lakes  they  arrived 
at  Fort  Oateraqui,  and  from  thence  were  carried  by  Water  to  Mon- 
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treali  baying  remuned  io  Irons  dnring  the  whole  Vojage.  At 
Montreal,  the  said  Deponent  and  the  said  McLaughlen  were  pat 
into  Jajl,  and  staid  there  foor  DajSy  when  they  were  pat  on  Board 
a  Sloop,  being  there  in  Irons,  and  earned  to  Qoebeo,  where  they 
were  again  pat  into  Jail  for  thirty  days,  after  whioh  they  were 
together  with  Jaeob  Bvans,  another  English  Trader  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  likewise  takev  prisoner,  put  on  Board  • 
Man  of  War  of  thirty-six  Qans,  and  arriv'd  at  Rochel,  and<here  pat 
into  Ja;^  for  thirty  Days,  having  only  Bread  and  Water  for  their 
Sastenanoe ;  and  then  the  Commanding  Officer,  one  MoNemairow, 
set  them  at  Liberty  and  gave  them  a  Pass,  with  whioh  they  Begged 
their  way  to  Boaraeaux,  and  this  Deponent,  together  with  Jacob 
Evans,  embarqued  on  Board  the  Betty  and  Sally,  Captain  Snead, 
bound  for  this  City,  where  they  Arrived  on  Saturday,  the  sixteenth 
Instant  That  James  McLauffhlen  was  left  behind  at  Bourdeauz 
for  want  of  Gonveniencies  in  the  VeeseL 

his 
JOHN  X  TEOTTER. 
mark. 
Sworn,  before  William  Allen,  Esq'.,  Chief  Justice  of  the  aaid 
Province,  at  Philadelphia,  the  /Twenty-second  Day  of  March,  One 
thonaand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

WILL:  ALLEN. 

lndor»ed. — ^22'  Morch^  1751.   Copy,  Deposition  of  John  Trotter. 


Oeobgb  CRoaHAN  TO  B*  Pbtbrs,  1754. 

March  y  23*,  1753-4, 
S': 

I  am  Sorry  to  hear  y*  Asembley  was  Nott  Convenced  of  y«  absolute 
Nesesatty,  there  is  att  present  of  assisting  y  Indians,  whos  Cuntry 
is  Invaided  by  a  Number  of  French,  and  I  hear  Likewise  they  are 
in  Suspence  whether  Ohio  will  fall  any  part  of  itt  within  this  pro- 
vince ;  I  am  Surprised  to  think  that  the  Gknteimen  of  Philadelphia 
are  So  Litle  aquainted  with  y*  back  parts  of  this  Province,  for  I 
ashure  you  that  from  y  three  Springs,  (which  is  About  Eight  Miles 
west  from  My  house,  and  Gartanly  Some  Miles  Est  from  Philip 
Daveys,)  butt  70  Miles  to  y*  Lowrel  Hill,  y*  B^  we  Now  Travel, 
which  I  Supose  may  be  About  50  od  Miles  on  a  Streat  Course,  and 
from  Lowrel  Hill  to  Shanopens  is  butt  46  Mile,  as  y  Road  Now 
goes,  whioh  I  Sopose  may  be  30  od  Miles  on  a  Streat  Line,  what 
Distance  y  three  Springs  may  be  from  Philadelphia,  I  Can't  tell. 
Butt  I  think  itt  Can't  be  Above  140  Miles  on  a  Streat  Line,  and  I 
ashure  you  from  where  the  Alegania  Boad  Croses  y*  Lowrel  Hill, 
wanango,  where  John  Cure  is  Now  building  a  fort^  Lays  Due  North. 
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I  WUi  viA  all  My  kart  Some  gentelmen  wbo  b  aa  Artist  ia 
Phikddphiay  and  whoa  Aooanl  wold  be  Depended  on,  whonld  haie 
y  Oarioaely  to  lake  a  Joarnaj  in  those  parts,  whos  Retam,  I  Dear  * 
Saji  void  give  A  Oinrel  SatisfiMtion  to  y  whole  Provinoe. 
8')  I  amy  J*  Most  Humble  Servent, 

GEO:  CROOHAN. 
Iiidoned.—(3teo.  Crogban,  23  Marqb,  1754. 
Bead  in  Council^  2*  April,  1754.    Present— Robert  Strettell, 
Richard  Peters. 
DireeUd-'To  Richard  Peters,  E3q^  in  Philadelphia. 


DlSTANOBS  FROM  PhILADA.  TO  TWIGHTWIBS. 

From  Philadelphia  to  Geo.  Groghan's,  100 

From  Geo.  Groghan's  to  Anohqaick,  Three  Springs, 

To  farthermost  Grossing  Jnniata,   . 

To  Franks  Town,    .... 

To  the  Clear  Fields, 

To  the  Head  of  Sosqaehanna,  Ghelisqnaqna  Greek, 

To  the  Two  Licks, .... 

To  the  Round  Holes,  .       '     . 

To  the  River  Ohio  or  Allegheny,    . 

To  the  Logs  Town,  .  .  .250 

To  the  Rasks-Eusks,. 

To  Toskerawas,      .... 

ToMuskinong,  .  .  . 

To  ye  Three  Licks, 

To  Hockockon,       .... 

To  the  Lower  Shawenese  Town,  .  270} 

To  the  first  Pict  Town  on  a  Branch  of  Ohio, 

800 
The  above  Account  is  taken  from  Hugh  Grawford  &  Andrew 
Montour,  the  16**  April,  1752. 
PaxssNT :  80  ^ 

20 

•     18 

The  GoYEBNOB.  25 

WiLUAM  Petkbs.  25 

Richard  Petxbs.  25 

17 


88 


iia 


193 


160 


From 

Auchquick 

to 

Ohio. 
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/ncJoTMcf--^  Distance  from  Philadelphia  to  the  TwightwenSy  16 
Apr.  1762. 

n^he  temporary  line,  if  extended,  will  strike  the  Ohio  40  mile3 
below  Shanoppin,  by  Wests  Obr**  taken  in  company  w^  Mr.  Lomas, 
Mr.  Guest,  Mr.  Fry  &  Mr.  Paxin,  Com**  for  Maryknd^  who  make 
Shanoppin  to  be  40<'  20'.] 


F&OM  MOUTH  OF  WiLLS   Cr.   ON  POTOMAC. 

New  Store  at  the  Month  of  Wills  Greek  on  Potommick, 

ToCressaps,  15  miles. 
From  Wills  Creek  toy«  Great  Meadows,  a  Waggon  Road,  52 
From  y«  Great  Meadows  to  Gists^  .  10 

To  the  Crossin  of  Obioganyi         ...  6 

To  the  Mouth  of  Mehongielo,        ...  40 


From  Rags  town  to  y*  Big  Meadows, 
Indoried — Distances  to  OhiO|  1754. 


108 
70 


DiSTANOBS  OP  Philip  Davies  from  Harris's. 

From  Susquehanna  to  Carlise  is  measured, 

From  Carlisle  to  Shippenbarg, 

From  Shippensburg  to  Mr.  Dowels'  Mill,  is  measured,  . 

From  Mr.  Dowels  Mill  to  Phil.  Davids,  North  Course, 

From  Ship,  to  B.  Chambers,     .... 

From  B.  Chamberg,  to  P.  Dayies, 


From  Jacob  Pyatf  s  by  the  Road,  N.  60  W.  \ 
to  George  Croghan's  House,  computed,   ) 

From  G.  Croghan's  to  y  3  Springs,  N.  70,  W. 

From  the  8  Springs  to  Auchquick  Gkip,  S. 
70,  W.,  .... 


15 
10 


W. 

8 

7 


82   20 


17J 
15 
20 
8 
10 
16i 

IT 


lndor$ed— The  Distance  of  Philip  Davies  from  Harriss'  Ferry. 
Distance  of  Ohio,  1754. 
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Air  Acer,  of  the  Road  to  Loos  Town  on  ALLsaBHENBY 

BlVER,  TAKEN  BY  JOHN   HARRIS,  1764. 


From  my  Ferry  to  Oeo.  Crogban's, 

to  the  Kittitany  Moun*;    . 
to  6e6.  Cowen's  House,    . 
to  Andrew  Moatoar's, 
to  theTiucororaw  Hiiii     . 
to  The*.  Mitchell's  Sleep*  place, 

to  Tuscaroraw,       .... 

to  the  Cove  Spring, 

to  the  Shadow  of  Death,    .. 

to  tho  Black  Log, 

Now  the  Road  forks  towards  Ray's  Town  &'\ 

Frank's  Town,  we  continue  Bay's  Town  Road  > 

to  Allegeheney.  ) 

to  the  3  Springs,   .  . 

to  the  sidling  HUl  Qap, 

to  Juniata  Hill,     . 

to  Jnniata  Greek  at  ye  Crossing,     . 

to  the  Snake's  Spring, 

to  Kay's  Town,      . 

to  the  Shawana  Gabbins, 

to  Allegheney  Hill, 

to  Edmond's  Swamp, 

to  Stoney  Greek,    . 

to  Kickeney  Paulin's  House,  (Indian) 

to  the  clear  Fields, 

to  the  otherside  of  the  Lawrel  Hill, 

to  Loyal  Haning, 

to  the  big  bottom, 

to  the  Chesnut  Ridge, 

to  the  partings  of  the  Roads, 
thence  One  Road  leads  to  Shanoppin's  Town,  the 
other  to  Kisscomenettes,  old  Town. 

to  the  big  Lick, 

to  the  Beaver  Damms, 

to  James  Dunning's  Sleeping  place, 

to  Cock  Eye's  Cabbin, 

to  the  4  Mile  Run,  .  ., 

to  Shanoppin's  Town  on  Allegheney  Riv'. 

to  the  Logs  Town,  down  the  Kver, 

Old  Roads, 


5 
9 
6 
5 
9 
8 
14 
10 
8 
8 


10 
8 
8 
8 
8 
4 
8 
6 
8 
6 
6 
7 
5 
6 
8 
8 
4 


3 
6 
8 
8 

11 
4 

16 


Mil*. 


246  MUes. 
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Now  begiaaing  at  the  black  Log^  Frank's  Town 
Road, 
to  Aughwhiok,       ..... 
to  Jack  Armstrong  Narrows,  so  called  from  hb  ) 

being  there  murdered,  .  •  J 

to  the  Standing  Stone,  (abo«  14  f'.  high  6  inch  I 

square,).  ....  ) 

At  each  of  these  last  places  we  cross  Joniata. 
to  the  next  &  last  Crossing  at  Janiata, 
'  to  Water  Street,  (branch  of  Juniata,) 
to  the  biff  Lick, 
to  Franrs  (Stephen's)  Town, 
to  the  Beaver  Damms, 
to  Allegheney  Hill, 
to  the  clear  Fields, 
to  John  Hartt's  Sleeps  place 
to  the  Head  of  Snsauehannah, 
to  the  Shawana  Cabbins, 

to  P.  Shaver's  Sleeeping  place,  at  two  large  licks, 
to  the  18  mile  Ron, 
to  the  10  mile  Lick, 
to  Kiskemenette's  Town  on  the  Creek,  runs  into ") 

Allegheney  RiV",  6  mil*  down,  (almost  as  large  V 

as  Schuylkill,  .  .  .  .  ) 

to  the  Chartiere's  Landing  on  Allegh^, 
to  The  Eittanning  Town  up  the  River, 
to  Venango,  higher  up  Allegh^, 
Down  the  River  from  Chartiere's  Land'  to  Pine 

\JTQGKy    •  •  •  .  •  . 

to  the  Logs  Town,  .... 

Logs  Town  lays  due  West  from  J.  Harris's  Fcirj. 

NoTK. — John  Harris  told  me  that  he  verily  believed  that  Logs 
Town  was  distant  from  his  House  due  West  an  hundred  miles  leas 
than  the  within  acoo*  mentions;  the  Boad  he  went  having  so  many 
great  Crooks. 

JOSEPH  8HIPPEN,  Jr. 


6  MUes. 
8  Miles. 

10 


8 

10 
10 

5 
10 

4 

6 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

6 

10 

8 
18 
70 

14 
17 
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CoiiMissiOHS  OP   Commissioners  to  Indian  Treaty  at 
Albany,  1754. 

William  Shirley  Esq'.,  Captain  General  and  Govemour  in 
Chief  in  and  oyer  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massa- 
[L  S.]      ohusetts  Bay  in  New  England. 

To  Samuel  Wells,  John  Chandler,  Thomas  Hutchinson, 
Oliver  Partridge  &  John  Worthington,  Esq'.,  Greeting : 
'  Whereas,  in  Pursuance  of  Letters  from  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  the  Plantations,  dated  the  28th 
of  August  &  19th  of  September,  1753,  to  the  Governors  of  several 
of  his  Majesties  Plantations  in  North  America,  a  General  Conven« 
tioQ  of  Commissioners  for  their  respective  Governments  is  appointed 
to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Albany  in  the  Month  of  June  next  for 
boldiog  an  Interview  with  the  Indians  of  the  five  nations,  and 
nakiog  them  Presents  on  the  Part  of  the  said  Governments,  usual 
DpoD  such  occasions  in  order  to  confirm  and  Establish  their  ancient 
attachments  to  his  Majesty  &  their  constant  Friendship  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's Subjects  on  this  Continent :  and  Whereas  the  Great  and 
Oeoeral  Court  or  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bbj  aforesaid,  have  elected  and  appointed  you  to  represent  and  ap- 
pear for  the  said  Province  at  the  Convention  afores',  for  the  Pur- 
poses abovementioned :  as  also  fpr  entring  into  articles  of  Union 
and  Confederation  with  the  aforesaid  Governments  for  the  General 
Bdfence  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  &  Interests  in  North  America  as 
well  in  time  of  Peace  as  of  War. 

Now  I  do  by  these  Presents  impower  &  Commissionate  yon  the  ^ 
Samuel  Welles,  John  Chandler,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Oliver  Par« 
tridge  &  John  Worthington  as  Commissioners  (or  any  three  of  you) 
to  appear  for  &  represent  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
aforesaid,  at  the  proposed  Convention  of  Commissioners,  to  be  held 
at  the  City  of  Albany  in  the  Month  of  June  Next,  then  &  there  to 
Concert,  with  the  Commissioners  (from  all  or  any  of  his  Migest/s 
British  Governments)  that  may  be  there  Convened,  Such 'Measures 
as  may  be  judged  proper  for  the  Purposes  afores',  and  to  agree 
upon  the  same ;  and  herein  you  must  observe  Such  Instructions  as 
are  herewith  delivered  you,  or  may  from  time  to  time  be  given  you 
by  the  Great  &  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  this  Province. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  the  Publick  Seal  of  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  aforesaid  the  nineteenth  Day  of  April,  1754,  in  * 
the  twenty-seventh  year  of  his  Majesties  licign. 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command, 
J.  WiLLABD,  Secry, 
A  true  Copy  Att'. 

SAMUEL  WELLES, 
JOHN  CHANDLER, 
OLR.  PARTRIDGE, 
JOHN  WORTHINGTON. 
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Province  of  ) 

New  Hampshire.  ) 

George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  great 
[Loc.  Sig.]        Britain,  France  &  Lreland,  Kingi  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  &c. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting : 

Whereas,  We  have  ordered  a  sum  of  money  to  be  issued  for  Ph^* 
aents  to  the  six  Nations  of  Indians,  and  to  direct  our  Govemoar  of 
New  York  to  hold  an  Interview  with  t^em  for  Delivering  those 
Presents,  for  burying  the  Hatchet,  and  for  renewing  the  Covenant 
Chain  with  them,  and  in  as  much  as  the  attempts  that  have  been 
made  to  withdraw  them  from  our  Interest,  appear  to  us  to  make  a 
General  Interview  more  Particularly  necessary  at  this  time,  and  that 
all  our  Colonies  whose  Interest  and  Security  is  Connected  with,  and 
Depend  upon  those  Indians,  Should  be  Present  at,  and  join  in  suck 
Interview. 

Know  ye  therefore,  that  We  reposeing  much  Trust  &  Confidence 
in  the  Integrity  &  ability  of  the  Hon^'«  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq'^-y 
The  Hon^>»  Richard  Wibird,  Esq',  Two  of  our  Council  of  our  said 
Province.  The  Hon^'»  Meshech  Weare,  Esq',  Speaker  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  our  Said  Province,  &  Henry  Sherburne,  Jun',  £sq% 
also  a  Member  of  the  s'  General  Assembly,  Have  by  &  with  the  i^- 
vice  of  our  Trusty  and  well  beloved  Benning  Weptworth,  Esof,  our 
Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  Province  of  New  Hamp* 
shire  aforesaid.  Named,  made,  Constituted,  and  appointed,  and  We 
by  these  Presents,  Name,  make,  Constitute,  and  appoint  the  Said 
Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq',  Richard  Wibird,  Esq',  Meshech  Weare, 
Esq',  &  ^enry  Sherburne,  Esq',  our  True  &  undoubted  Commis- 
sioners Hereby  Giving  unto  them  full  Power  and  authority  as  well 
as  our  Special  Command ;  to  Repair  to  our  City  of  Albany  or  Other 
Place  where  the  Said  interview  may  be  held,  and  Carried  on,  and 
there  by  the  whole  or  the  major  part  of  those  of  them  that  shall  be 
Present  at  the  Said  Interview  Fpr  us  &  in  our  Name  together  with 
Such  other  Commissioners  as  shall  be  regularly  appointed  from  our 
other  Colonies  and  Provinces  in  America,  to  attend  at  the  Said  In- 
terview to  agree  upon  Consult,  &  Conclude  what  may  be  neceeary 
for  Establishing  a  Sincere  &  Lasting  Friendship  and  good  Harmony 
^  with  the  Said  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  and  if  necessary,  for  us,  and 
in  our  name  to  Sign^  every  thing  so  agreed  upon,  &  Concluded,  and 
to  do,  and  Transact  all  matters  and  things  which  may  appertain  to 
the  Finishing  the  above  said  Work. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  We  have  Cajised  the  Seal  of  our  Said 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  Witness  Ben- 
mng  Wentworth,  Esqr,  our  Governour  &  Commander  in  Chief  of 
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cor  Sttd  ProTinoe  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England,  tbis  Third 
day  of  Jane,  1 754,  and  in  the  Twenty  Seventh  year  of  our  Reign. 

B.  WENTWORTH. 

By  fats  Excellency  Command, 
TuEODORK  Atkinson,  Secry. 

Copy  Ex'r. 

THEODORE  ATKINSON, 
R.  WIBIRD, 
MESHECH  WEARE, 
i  HEN.  SHERBURNE,  Janr. 


Wheanis  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  a  Sum  of  Money 
to  be  issaecl  for  Presents  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  &  to  direct 
his  Oovemor  of  New  York,  to  hold  an  Interview  with  them  for 
deliYering  those  Presents,  for  burying  the  Hatchet,  &  for  renewing  the 
Corenant  Chain  with  thom,  &  whereas,  in  Obediance  to  his  Majes- 
tie^  pleasure,  signified  to  them  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  His  Majesties 
seTeral  Colonics  on  this  Continent,  have  Resolved  to  Join  in  such 
Interview,  &  have  made  a  Provision  for  sending  each  their*Com« 
missioBers  with  such  Presents  as  have  been  usual  on  like  occasions 
to  the  said  Indian  Nations,  as  a  means  of  securing  more  effectuallj 
their  affections  to  His  Majesty  &  the  British  Interest.  Now  in  duti- 
foll  Compliance  with  his  Majesty's  requisition,  as  weU  as  from  a 
Sense  of  the  importance  it  must  be  of  to  us,  &  the  several  neighbour- 
ing  Provinces,  that  those  Nations  be  retained  in  our  Allience,  more 
Especially  at  this  time,  when  our  Enemies  are  endeavduring  to  with- 
draw them  from  our  friendship,  we  have  thought  fit  to  Commission 
joa  Col*.  Benjamin  Tasker  &  Major  Abraham  Barnes,  fully  trust- 
ing in  your  known  abilities  &  approved  honour,  to  represent  this 
Prorince  at  the  Interview  appointed  to  be  held  at  Albany,  the  14^  of 
Jane  next,  &  then  &  there  to  renew  the  Covenant  Chain,  &  enter 
into  a  League  of  Amity  with  the  said  Indian  Nations,  &  you  shall 
deliver  to  them  with  such  Speeches  as  have'  been  used  on  similar 
Occasions,  a  Present  as  from  his  Majesty's  dutifull  Subjects  of  this 
Prorince  of  Maryland,  in  Money  or  goods,  (as  to  you  shall  appear 
nest  proper,)  to  the  Value  of  five  Hundred  pounds  Current  Money 
of  this  Province,  which  money  you  will  receive  from  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Western  Shore,  &  for  the  better  conducting  yourselves  in  re- 
gard to  the  manner  &  form  of  the  Treaty  to  be  entered  into  at 
Albany  with  the  said  Six  Allied  Nations,  You  shall  refer  yourselves 
for  Directions  to  the  Honourable  James  Delancey,  Esq.,  His  Majes- 
tfB  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York.  And  whereas,  I  have  had 
intimation  that  the  Commisa'^  from  the  several  neighbouring  Qol(h 
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liies  ^ill  receive  Instructions  from  thoir  respective  Governments  to 
concert  Measures  with  the  Commissioners  from  the  other  Provinces, 
for  the  better  Securing  these  Indians  for  the  future  in  our  Alliance, 
&  preventing  their  being  alienated  from  our  Interest  by  the  artificies 
or  llnsinuations  of  our  £nemy,  as  well  as  for  the  more  easy  Defence 
of  his  Majesties  Dominions  on  this  Continent ;  You  shall  if  any  Pro- 
positions of  that  nature  are  made  by  the  Commiss*^  in  behalf  of 
their  respective  Governments,  let  them  know  that  tliis  Province  is 
also  Disposed  to  Contribute  to  the  Execution  of  any  General  Scheme 
to  promote  such  desirable  Ends,  &  you  will  take  care  to  observe 
well  what  Propositions,  shall,  or  may  be  made  Concerning  finch 
ffeneral  Scheme,  &  commit  the  substance  thereof  to  writing  for  my 
information,  &  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  for  their  Con- 
sideration. But  you  are  to  understand  that  yon  are  not  impowered 
to  Stipulate,  or  engage  that  this  Province  will  advance  any  Sum  of 
Money  or  Number  of  Men,  towurds  erecting  Forts  or  garrissoning 
them,  or  to  any  such  purposes :  but  you  shall  only  well  observe 
what  Proposals  are  made  by  the  other  Commiss**,  &  endeavour  to 
learn  how  far  the  Execution  of  what  they  may  propose  can  be  Neces- 
sary or  usefuU,  &  Consider  well  the  Reasonableness  of  any  such  Pro- 
positions, &  inform  yoarselves  whether  the  other  Commiss'*  are  au- 
thorized to  Stipulate  &  agree  thereon,  &  at  your  return  you  shall  in- 
form me  of  these  several  particulars,  &  any  other  things  tliat  may 
possibly  occur  to  your  notice,  that  I  may  not  be  ignorant  after 
what  manner  we  can  best  contribute  to  the  success  of  any  such 
scheme  as  shall  be  proposed  at  the  aforesaid  Interview  for  the 
Defence  or  Utility  of  his  Majesty's  American  Dominions  &  Sub- 
jects. 

HORO.  SHARPE. 

Annapolis,  May  30%  1754. 
A  true  copy  examined  by 

Benj.  Tasker,  Jr., 
A.  Barnes. 


To  William  Pitkin,  Roger  Wolcott,  Jun',  and  Elisha  Williams,  Esq', 
Greeting : 

Whereas  you  are  by  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Colony  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  to  be  Commissioners  in  behalf  of  said  Colony, 
to  meet  such  Commissioners  as  are  or  shall  be  appointed  by  hid 
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Ibjesty's  other  Governments  in  America,  at  a  ^neral  interriew  aft 
Albanj  on  the  14th  day  of  June  nezt,  &  join  with  them  in  ooncert- 
hg  proper  meaanres  for  the  general  defence  and  Safety  of  his  Ma- 
jesty'a  Subjects  in  said  Oovemments  &  the  Indians  in  Alliance  with 
them,  against  the  French  &  their  Indians. 

Therefore,  in  pursuance  of  said  Act  of  Assembly,  You,  the  said 
William  Pitkin,  Roger  Wolcott,  Jun',  &  Elisha  Williams,  Esq",  are 
Commissioned,  authorised  &  impowered,  in  behalf  of  his  Majesty's 
Colooy  of  Gonnecticutt,  to  meet  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  his 
Majesty's  other  governments  in  America,  at  Albany,  on  the  14th  day 
of  June,  next,  &  in  concert  with  such  Commissioners  from  his  Majes- 
ty's other  Governments  as  shall  meet  there  to  consult  proper  measures 
for  the  general  defence  &  Safety  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  in  said 
GovemmentSj  &  the  Indians  in  his  Allience,  against  the  French  & 
their  Indians ;  and  to  use  &  pursue  proper  measures  in  pursuance  of 
your  instructions  from  the  said  General  Assembly,  relating  to  the 
matters  afores'. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  public  Seal  of  the  Colony  of  Cott<- 
ncctieatt,  in  Hartford,  this  30th  day  of  May,  Anno  rcgni  Regis 
Gtogy  2'*  Msgn.  Britan.  &c.^  27""*  Annoq.  Domini,  1754. 

THOMAS  FITCH. 

By  his  Honour's  command. 
G^RQB  Wyllys,  Secret'y. 

A  true  Copy.        Wm.  Pitkin,  ^ 

Test"*.  Roger  Woloott,  Jun',  y  Comisso". 

Elisha  Williams.       ) 


By  the  hon"«  William  Greene,  Esq',  Governor  and 
n^u.     Q-  '^v  1      Captain  General  of  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode 
Ltiocog  oiguiLj     jgi^jjj^  ^j,^  Providence  Plantations  in  New  Eng- 
land, in  America. 
To  Stephen  Hopkins  &  Martin  Howard,  Jun%  Esq",  Greeting : 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  have  on  their  Parts 
chosen  and  appointed  you  to  meet  with. the  Comissioners  of  the  other 
Governments,  at  Albany,  on  the  fourteenth  Day  of  this  Instant,  June, 
ud  Join  with  them  in  a  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  in 
order  to  Secure  the  Interest  of  his  Majesty  and  his  good  Subjects  in 
those  Parts. 

I  do,  therefore,  by  Virtue  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Colony,  aathoriae,  impower  &  comissionate  you,  the  said  Stephen 
Hopkins  and  Martin  Howard,  Jun',  forthwith  to  repair  to  Albany, 
ifores*,  and  there  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  meet  &  Join  with  the 
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other  ChNnissionere  in  consulting  what  methods  are  proper  to  bo 
Used  to  preserve  the  Friendship  of  the  aforesaid  Six  Nations  of  In- 
diami,  and  their  Attachments  to  the  British  Interest  in  America, 
and  also  what  else  may  be  Necessary,  to  prohibit  the  French  &  their 
Allies,  the  Indians,  from  Encroaching  on  the  Lands  within  the  Do- 
minions of  his  Majesty.  And  in  General,  as,  far  as  the  abilities  of 
this  Government  will  permit,  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the  said 
Commissioners  in  every  thing  Necessary  for  the  good  of  his  Majestie's 
Subjects  in  those  Parts,  and  to  answer  as  far  as  we  can  the  Designs 
of  his  Majesty's  Instructions  to  this  Colony,  oomunioated  to  us  bj 
the  Earl  of  Holdemess. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  do  hereunto  set  my  hand,  &  cause  the 
Seal  of  the  Colony  aforesaid  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  this  twelfth  day 
of  June,  one  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  &  fifty-four,  &  in  the  twenty 
Seventh  year  of  the  Eeign  of  his  most  sacred  Majesty,  George  the 
Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God^  King  of  Gr^  Brit",  &c. 

W.  GREENE. 
By' his  honour's  Command. 

Tho.  Ward,  Sec'ry. 

A  true  Copy,  Exam*  by    Step.  Hopkins, 
Mar.  Howard,  Jr. 


Penn$ylvaniaf  m. 
George  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  King  Defender  of  the  faith,  £o.  To  our 
Trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,  Isaac  Norris, 
and  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Esq",  Greet- 
ing: 

Whereas  the  Honorable  James  Dclancey,  Esq',  our  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Comander-in-Cbief  of  our  Province  of  New  York,  has 
received  our  Directions  to  hold  an  Interview  with  our  Loving  and 
good  Allies,  the  Six  united  Nations  of  Indians,  at  the  City  of  Al- 
bany, within  our  said  Province,  for  delivering  to  them  our  Presents, 
and  for  renewing  the  Covenant  Chafhi  with  them,  and  has  fixed  upon 
the  fourteenth  day  of  June  ensuing  for  this  purpose ;  and  it  has  been 
usual  when  an  Interview  has  been  held  with  these  Indians,  for  all 
Majestie's  Colonies  whose  Interest  and  Security  is  connected  with 
and  depends  upon  them,  to  Join  in  Sueh  interview,  and  it  appears 
to  us  that  the  Present  Disposidon  of  those  Indians,Hind  the  Attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  withdraw  them  from  our  Interest,  do  make 
such  a  general  Interview  more  particularly  necessary  at  this  Time, 
when  the  Subjects  of  the  French  Kins  have  actually  marched  intO| 
and  erected  Forts,  and  committed  HostSities  within  the  known  Limits 
of  our  Dominions.  Know  Ye,  that  reposing  Special  Trust  and  Con- 
fidence in  your  Loyalty^  Abilities,  and  Prudence,  We  have  thought 
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fit  io  noniDate  and  appoint  yoti,  the  said  John  Penn,  Richard  Peteri*^ 
laaae  Norris,  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Every  of  jou,  onr  Comia- 
sioneiB  on  Behalf  of  our  Governor  of  our  Province  of  Pennsjlvaniay 
aforesaid,  in  Conjunction  with  oar  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
York,  and  with  the  Gommiesioncrs  of  the  other  Qovemmente,  to 
treat  with  the  Six  united  Nations  of  Indians  at  Albany,  or  with  their^ 
or  any,  or  every  of  their  Chiefs  or  Delegates,  and  with  them  to  re- 
new, ratify,  and  Confirm  the  Jjeagnes  of  Amity  Subsisting  between 
OS  and  the  said  Nations  of  Indians,  and  to  make  them  the  Present 
that  have  been  provided  for  them  by  the  Governor  and  Assembly  of 
oar  said  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  further  to  do,  act,  tr&nsact, 
and  JBnally  to  Conclude  and  agree  with  the  Indians  aforesaid,  all  and 
every  other  Matter  and  thing  which  Uy  you  shall  appear  Necessary 
for  &e  engaging  them  heartily  in  onr  Interest,^nd  for  frustrating 
any  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  withdr^  them  from  it,  as 
fatly  and  amply  to  all  Intents,  Constructions,  and  Purposes,  as  our 
GoTemor  of  our  Province  of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid,  might  or  could 
do  being  Personally  present.  Hereby  ratifying,  confirming,  and 
holding  for  firm  and  efiectnal,  whatsoever  you,  the  said  John  Penn^ 
Richard  Peters,  Isaac  Norris,  and  Benjanlin  Franklin,  or  any  of  you, 
shall  lawfully  do  in  and  about  the  Premises.  In  Testimony  whereof, 
we  have  caused  the  great  Seal  of  our  said  Province  to  be  hereunto 
affixed.  Witness,  James  Hamilton,  £sq%  (by  Virtue  of  a  Commis- 
eion  from  Thomas  Penn,  &  Richard  Peno,  Esq**",  true  and  absolute 
Proprietaries  of  the  said  Province,  and  with  onr  Royal  approbation,) 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  afore- 
aaid  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Rent  &  Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  at 
Philadelphia,  the  thirteenth  Day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Ix>rd 
one  Thousand  Seven  hundred  &  fifty-four,  and  in  the  twenty-seventh 
of  oar  Reign.  j^j^gg  h AiMILTON.* 

A  true  Copy,  Ex.        Richard  Petees, 

Is.  NoBttIS, 

B.  Franklin. 

Indoned. 

Copies — Forms  of  the  Comissions  from  the  several  Governors  to 
the  several  Gentlemen  appointed  to  hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Six  Na- 
tion Indians  at  Albany,  June,  1754. 

♦  See  Col.  Rcc.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  28,  45,  47,  67—188. 
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GeOBGE  CROGHAN  to  GOVERNORy  1754. 

Maj  J-  U'\  1754. 
May  itt  Plese  j'  Honour^ 

This  Day  I  Received  a  Letter  from  M'.  Pteters,  by  y  Honoun 
Command,  Desiring  I  may  give  y  honoar^  my  Sentiments  in  what 
maner  y"  £100  which  y  bonoar  has  to  be  aded  to  y*  Goods  in  my 
hands  for  y*  Shannas,  Should  be  Disposed  of,  in  Answer,  I  must 
Inform  y  honour,  that  by  an  Indian  who  Came  hear  two  Days  ago 
from  Ohio,  with  a  Mesidge  from  y  half  king  to  Andrew.  Montour 
and  My  Self,  Desiring  we  may  Imeadetly  meet  him  and  y*  Chiefs 
of  y«  Ohio  Indians  on  Monohongela,  to  know  what  y<  English  In« 
tends  to  Do ;  y*  hft  king  has  sent  me  word  that  y"  Shannas  are  in 
a  Desprett  Condition  for  want  of  amonisions,  and  if  nott  Imeadettly 
taken  Notice  of  and  Suply*  by  y«  English,  ho  thinks  they  must 
comply  with  the  French  Meshers,  therefore  itt  is  my  opinion  that 
the  i£100  Should  bo  sent  Imeadettly  to  parshess  goods  there,  aod 
that  y«  whole  Should  be  delivered  to  y*  half  king,  for  him  ^to  Deliver 
itt  to  y  Shannas,  with  a  Speech  from  y  honour,  as  Andrew  Mon- 
tour and  Myself  Setts  of  in  two  Days,  I  have  Sent  this  Speshell 
Messinger  to  Acquaint  y  honour  of  ye  Situation  ye  Indians  are  in 
and  by  whatt  I  Can  Learn  from  this  Indian  the  whole  of  ye  Ohio 
Indians  Does  Nott  No  what  to  think,  they  Imagine  by  this  Govern- 
ment Doing  Nothing  towards  ye  Expedition  that  ye  Virginians  and 
ye  French  Intend  to  Divide  ye  Land  of  Ohio  between  them,  and  if 
they  should  putt  that  Construction  on  ye  Delays  of  this  Government, 
itt  will  Certainly  be  of  ill  Consequence  to  tt^e  English  in  gineral, 
and  itt  is  my  opinion  without  the  harty  Concurrence  of  this  Govern- 
ment that  the  Indians  will  Suspectt  ye  Virginians  as  only  atacking 
ye  French,  on  Account  of  Selling  ye  Lands  ye  Government  may 
have  what  opinion  they  will  of  ye  Ohio  Indians,  and  think  they  are 
oblig'  to  Do  what  ye  Onondago  Counsel  will  bid  them.  Butt  I  ashure 
y  honour  they  will  actt  for  themselves  att  this  time  without  Con- 
sulting ye  Onondago  Councel.  This  Messinger  is  to  follow  Andrew 
Montour  and  me  to  Monohongak,  and  if  j'  honour  Dose  Nott 
think  proper  to  Send  a  Messinger  to  purchess  ye  goods  for  ye 
Shannas,  if  you  Send  the  £100  by  ye  bearer  to  Andrew  Montour, 
and  then  we  will  purchess  them  and  Deliver  ye  whole  to  ye  half 
king  to  be  Delivered  to  ye  Shannas,  if  Nott  I  must  Deliver  what  is 
in  my  hands  to  ye  same  Indians  that  had  the  Last  present,  for  I  Can 
by  no  means  bring  them  back,  as  ye  half  king  knows  they  are  there 
for  that  purposs.  I  assbure  y'  honour  Andrew  Montour  &  My  self 
has  a  very  DiflFerent  part  to  act  att  present,  from  ye  Several  Mesid- 
ges  we  have  Delivered  ye  Indians  to  ashure  them  of  ye  asistance  of 
ye  English  Governments,  which  I  am  a  fread  will  Come  to  leatt,  I 
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have  A  boatt  two  hundred  pounds  worth  of  Provisions  Now  half 
mj  to  Ohio,  where  they  will  Stay  till  I  go  up.  I  Can  Dispose  *of 
them  to  ye  Virginia  forsess,  Butt  if  y  honour  Should  have  ocation 
of  them  for  ye  use  of  this  government,  I  will  Nott  Ingage  to  Virgin- 
ia, besides  I  have  bought  J^OO  worth  more  in  ye  Contrey,  y*  flower 
a'  9  ^  hundred,  which  y'  honour  may  have,  only  paying  me  for  ye 
Caridge  out. 

I  am  y  honours  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 

InJoned. 
U^  May.  1754.    Geo.  Croghan, 


Diary  of  Journey  of  Cqm'rs  to  Albany,  1754. 

Begun  Monday,  the  3^  June,  1754. 
June. 

M.  3.    Dined  at  Bristol    .     .     .    Sup'd  at  Trentown. 

T.  4.  Baited  at  Kingstown,  rain'd  ye  greatest  p'rt  of  the  forenon ; 
diu'd  at  Brunswick ;  Tea  at  M".  Curstegans.  Visited 
A.  White.    Thunder  &  Bain. 

W.  5.  Baited  at  Woodstock.  Din'd  at  Staten  Island  Point.  Watsons 
left  the  Horses  there.  Cross'd  ye  Bay  in  an  hour  & 
Quarter ;  went  to  Scotch  John's,  Waited  on  ye  Oov  at 
M'.  Watt's ;  went  to  Coffee  ho'  &  tavern  at  Night. 
Willets  lodged  w^  Jurs. 

T.  6.  Peter  Livingston,  M'.  Norris,  M'.  Penn,  M'.  Weiser,  my- 
self  &  M'.  Loxling  my  Lt.  D.  fix'd  on  the  Lists  of  Indian 
Goods.  Din'd  w*'  ye  Gov'  at  Willet's ;  GoV  in  Conver- 
sation proposed  maintaining  ye  Indians  one  dav  at  New 
York,  another  Pennsylvania,  &c.  Night  at  M'.  Wal* 
ton's. 

F.  M'-  Tasker,  M'.  Barnes  &  self  went  to  Peter  Livingston's; 
left  ye  Indian  presents  for  Maryland  w^^  Conrad 
Weiser.  Dined  at  Phil  Livingston's;  went  to  M'. 
Wells's  Country  house,  w***  M'.  Walton,  there  we  drank 
Cydar.  Sup'd  at  M'.  Barclay's  w^  D'.  Johnson ;  Con- 
versation on  Indians.     Gov'  setoff  at  11  o'clock  home. 

S.       Weill  to  Marlots;  dined  at  M'.  Walton's.  Sup'd  at  Willet's 

S.       At  7  went  on  Board  Albany  Sloop,  Egbert  Egbert.    Wind 
N.  B.,  made  about  4  miles ;  made  upon  ye  sloop  Delancy 
in  Company  w*^  Maryland  Sloop.  M.  Jaoks,  M'.  Barnes, 
M'.  Horn,  M'.  lUdout. 
Vol.  n.— 7 
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M.        Head  Wind ;  came  U>  anobor  near  Philepaea. 
T.         Head  Wind  ^  oame  to  anehor  near 
W*        Head  Wind ;  oame  to  anchor  near 

Siarjr  to  Albany^  1754. 


•/^//4? 


CAPiruLATiON  OF  FoRT  NecessitT)  1754.  r 

Gapitnlation  granted  by  Mons.  DeVillier,  Gap.  and  Commander  i 
Infantry  and  Troops  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  to  those  EnJ 
lish  Troops  actually  in  'the  Fort  of  Necessity,  ir^  was  built  on  tU 
Lands  of  the  King's  Dominions;  July  the  3%  at  8  *Glock  at  Nighl 

1754.  I 

j 

As  our  Intentions  has  never  been  to  trouble  the  Peace  and  god 
Harmony  w**  reigns  between  the  twa  Princes  in  Amity,  but  only  i 
revenge  the  Assasination  w*^  has  been  done  on  one  of  our  Office! 
bearer  of  a  Sitation  as  appears  by  his  Writing,  as  also  to  hinder  ail 
Establishment  on  the  Lands  of  the  Dominions  of  the  King  ni 
Masteri  upon  these  Considerations  :  we  are  willing  to  grant  Prole 
lion  or  Favour  to  all  the  English  that  are  in  the  Said  Fort^  upon  tb 
Conditions  herafter  mentioned. . 

Article  1**. 
We  grant  the  English  Commander  to  retire  w*^  all  his  Garrisot 
and  to  return  peaceably  into  his  own  country,  and  promise  to  hindi 
his  reoeiving  any  Insult  from  us  French,  and  to  restrain  as  much  i 
shall  be  in  our  Power  the  Savages  that  are  w*^  us. 

It  shall  be  permitted  him  to  go  out,  and  carry  w*^  him  all  thi 
belongs  to  them  except  the  Artillery  w*^  we  keep. 

That  we  will  allow  them  the  Honours  of  Warr,  that  they  mard 
out  Drums  beating,  w<^  a  Swivell  Gun,  being  willing  to  shew  thet 
that  we  treat  them  as  Friends. 

4tlily. 

That  as  soon  as  the  Articles  are  Signed  by  the  one  Part  and  t| 
other;  they  strike  the  Euglish  Colours. 

That  to-morrow  at  Break  of  Day,  a  Detachment  of  French  shi 
go  to  make  the  Garrison  file  oiF;  and  take  possession  of  the  Fort. 
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gtbly. 

And  as  the  Englisli  have  few  Oxen  or  Horses,  they  are  free  to 
hide  their  Effects,  and  cpme  and  scareh  for  them  when  they  have 
met  their  Horses,  and  that  they  may  for  this  end  have  Guardians  in 
what  number  they  please  upon  Condition  that  they  will  give  their 
Word  of  Honour  not  to  Work  upon  any  building  in  this  Plaoe  or 
any  part  this  side  of  the  Mountain  during  a  Year  to  be  accounted 
from  this  Day. 

ythly. 

And  as  the  English  have  in  their  Power  an  Officer,  two  Cadets, 
and  most  of  the  Prisoners  made  in  the  Assasination  of  the  S'  De 
Jamonville,  and  that  they  promise  to  send  them  back  w^  Safe  guard, 
to  the  Fort  Duqnesne,  situated  on  the  Fine  River,  and  for  Surety  of 
this  Article,  as  well  as  this  Treaty,  M'.  Jacob  Yambram  &  Robert 
Stobo,*  both  Captains,  shall  be  put  as  Hostages  'till  the  Arrivall  of 
the  Cannadians  &  French  above  mentioned.  We  oblidge  ourselves, 
on  our  Side,  to  give  an  Escort,  to  return  in  Safety  these  two  Officers. 
We  promise  our  French  in  two  Montl.s  &  a  half  at  farthest.  A  Du- 
plicate being  made  upon  one  of  the  Posts  of  our  Bloccade  the  day 
above. 

CON  VILLIER. 

Indorsed. 

Capitulation  granted  to  Col.  Washington  by  Monsieur  De  Yillier, 
Commander  of  the  French  Troops,  3*  July,  1754.f^ 


Copy  of  Dbed  to  /*  Susquehanna  Co.,"  by  Indians,  1754. 

To  all  People  to  Whom  These  Presents  shall  Come,  Greeting : — 
Know  Yee,  That  We,  Kahih,to,ton,  Abraham  Pieters,  Willcm 
Tarigjo,  Xis,  Brant  Cou,wig,no,ge,  Henderick  Pieters,  Te^genoje, 
Ca,na,ge,gaje,  Cag,8wig,te.jo,ne,  Set  Ju,ta,ra,rie,  Jobanis  So,ge,- 
liowa,ne,  Johnis  Ca,na,de,ga,ie,  Nikes  Ca,rig,iak,ta,die,  Johants 
8ig,na,ge,rat,  Ca,ris,ta,go,  Se,nos,ses,  A,gwego,ta,  Sea,ronJa,pe,  Half 
King,  And  Sea,ner,ra,die,  Being  Chiefs,  Sachems,  &  Heads  of  the 
Five  Nations  of  Indians,  called  the  Iroquois,  and  the  Native  Pro- 
prietors of  a  Large  Tract  of  Land  on,  About,  &  Adjacent  to  the 
Biver  Susquehannah,  Between  the  fourty-first  &  fourty -Third  De- 
grees of  North  Latitude,  And  being  within  the  Limits  and  Bounds 

*  The  Lithograph  view  of  Fort  Du  Qaesne,  here  inserted,  accompaoied 
letters  from  Capt.  Robert  Stobo  and  Geo.  Croghan,  printed  in  Colonial 
Beeords,  VoL  VI.  pp.  141  and  161—8,  where  a  blank  is  left  for  this  plan, 
and  some  partioolars  of  the  fort  are  giyen.    July  28  and  29,  1764. 

t  See  it  in  French,  Vol.  VI.  p.  62,  Colon.  Reo. 
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of  the  Charter,  and  Omnt  of  hie  late  Majesty,  Ring  Charles  2^.,  To 
the  Colonjs  of  Cooneetioatt.  And  Whereas,  a  I^irge  Namber  of 
Ae  Leige  &  Good  Subjecte  of  His  Boyall  Majesty,  George  2**.  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.,  King ;  Inhabitants  of  (tis  8'«  Majestys  English 
Goloays  of  Conneoticntt,  Ao.,  to  the  Number  of  About  six  hundred, 
have  Applyd  to  us  for  the  purchase  of  h*.  aboye  mentioned  Tract  of 
Land,  for  a  Plantation  to  settle  upon  : 

Thereupon  Whereas,  A  Constant  &  Cordial  friendship  from  the 
Time  of  our  Progenitors  &  Predecessors  to  this  day,  hath  allways 
been  subsisting  Between  us  k  our  Brethren  the  English  Subjects  of 
his  s'.  Majesty,  King  George,  &  of  his  Royall  Predecessors,  Kings 
&  Queens  of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  The  Continuation  of  which  we 
heartily  Desire :  And  whereas,  the  Enabling  and  Encourageing  Our 
8*.  English  Brethren  to  plant  and  settle  in  a  Nearer  Neighbearhood 
to  us  than  heretofore,  may  Greatly  Contribute  to  Our  Safety  & 
Defence  against  the  Unjust  Encroachments  and  Insults  of  the  French 
Indians  in  alliance  with  them,  and  to  the  benefit  &  Increase  of  Our 
Trade,  And  Also  may  bo  Very  Conducive  to  Our  Obtaining  a  more 
full  &  Clear  Knowledge  of  the  True  God  &  the  Chrintian  Religion, 
and  thereby  fix  k  Establish  a  More  firm,  solid,  and  Lasting  friend* 
ship  with  his  s*.  Majesties  English  Subjects. 

Now  Thereupon,  for  &  in  Consideration  thereof,  as  also  for  the 
further,  full,  &  Ample  Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  Two  Thousand 
Pounds,  New  York  Currency,  To  us,  to  Our  full  Satisfaction,  before 
the  Ensealing  Hereof,  Contented  and  Paid,  the  Receipt  Whereof,  to 
full  Content,  we  do  hereby  acknowledge.  And  Thereupon,  do  Give, 
Grant,  Bargain,  Sell,  Convey,  and  Confirm,  Unto 

Hesekiah  Huntingdon,  Esq'.,  Moses  Barnett, 
Roger  Wolcott,  Jn'.,  E6q^,  •         John  Backus, 

Coll  Elisha  Williams,  Noah  Briggs, 

Phineas  Lyman,  Esq''.,  Caleb  Bates, 

Daniel  Edwards,  Esq^,  Jonathan  Baker, 

OoU  Samuell  Talcutt,  Esq'.,  Nehemiah.  Barker, 

George  Willys,  Esq'.,  Ezra  Belding, 

Thomas  Wells,  Esq'.,  William  Buck, 

Siphalet  Dyer,  Esq'.,  Jehiel  Bamam, 

JaBez  Fitch,  Esq'.,  Gideon  Bingham, 

John  Smith,  Esq'.,  Robert  Crery,  Jn'., 

Eiekiel  Perry,  Esq'.,  Benjamen  Crery, 
Thomas  Seymore,                        ^  Christopher  Crery, 

Will  Pitkin,  Jn'.,  Esq'.,  Abijah  Crery, 

Eliesar  Fitch,  Esq'.,  Giles  Churchel, 

John  Fitch,  Bamet  Dixon, 

Samuell  Gray,  Esq'.,  Robert  Dixon, 

Jedediah  Elderkin,  David  Downing, 

John  Abbe,  John  Dixon, 

William  Andrass,  John  Dorrance, 
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James  Dixon, 
Nathaoiell  Daniels, 
Samuell  Dorranil, 
Richard  Downer, 
Jonah  Dean,  Jn'., 
Asa  Douglass, 
Gideon  Denning, 
Joseph  Eaton, 
Joshua  Elderkin^ 
Edward  Ewings, 
Ellas  Frink, 
Elijah  Francis, 
John  Gaatofl, 
John  Grosvcnor, 
Ebenexer  Grosvenor, 
Stephen  Gardner, 
Stephen  Gardner,  Jn'., 
Jonathan  Gardner,        " 
])avid«6riswold, 
Elija  Griswold, 
Robert  Hunter, 
John  Hunter, 
Henry  Hewell, 
John  Howard, 
Sara  Hnntingdon, 
Stephen  Harden, 
John  Hongfa, 
Josiab  Horsford, 
Daniel  Horsford, 
John  Judd, 
William  Jackson,. 
John  Jcnkes, 
Joseph  Kjle, 
Archilaie]  Casson, 
Samuell  Kason, 
Adam  Kason, 
Jeremiah  Kenney, 
Moses  Kenney, 
Gedion  Kenney, 
Nathan  Kenney, 
John  Kenney, 
Spencer  Kenney, 
John  Clagwin, 
Hugh  Kennedy,  Jn'., 
Thomas  Kennedy,  Jn'., 
Seth  Kent, 
James  Kasson, 
John  Leayins, 


Ebeneser  Larnard, 
Steven  Lee, 
Isaac  Lee, 
Edward  Mott, 
.James  Montgomery, 
John  Montgomery, 
Gauss  Miller, 
Simuell  McGarland, 
John  Montgomery, 
Joseph  Moffitt, 
Manaasah  Minor, 
Thomas  Mansfield, 
John  Manning,  Jn'., 
Josiah  Orcatt, 
William  Parkes, 
Matthew  Patrick, 
Jacob  Patrick, 
Joseph  Phillips, 
Benjamin  Preri&,  Jn'.^ 
Robert  Parkes, 
Nathan  Parkes, 
Jeremia  Ross, 
Stephen  Rude, 
Obadiah  Rhodes, 
Noah  Stantly, 
John  Stantly, 
Timothy  Stantly, 
Thomas  Snell, 
Lemuell  Smith, 
John  Stevens, 
Isack  Shepard, 
Jesse  Spading, 
Thomas  Stewart, 
John  Streater, 
Nehemiah  Stepkens, 
Andrew  Stepkens, 
Benjamin  Stepkens, 
Solomon  Stoddard, 
Kbenezer  Smith,  Jn'., 
Ebeneser  Smith, 
Uriah  Stephens, 
Joseph  Smith,  Jan'., 
Samuel  Silsby, 
Simon  Tubbs, 
Joseph  Taylor, 
Philip  Turner, 
Samuel  Taylor, 
Judah  Wright, 
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Elipfaalet  WhilleCmg, 
Joseph  Wfdden, 
David  Walers, 
iBaok  Warner, 
William  Williams, 
John  Wiley,  Jan'., 
Thomas  Wiley, 
Hugh  Wiley, 
James  Willey, 
Ebcnezer  Wright, 
Isaac  Woodworth, 
William  Whiling, 
William  Churchu, 
Josiah  Curtue, 
Nathan  Booth, 
Jehahod  Willes, 
Phinehas  Judd, 
Stephen  Skinner, 
William  Fitoh, 
James  Bradford, 
Matthew  Patrick,  Jn'., 
Nathaniel  Wales,  Jn'., 
Nathaniel  Uovey, 
Prince  Tracy, 
Noah  Gilbert, 
Daniel  Enolton, 
William  Huston, 
Mosiss  Fish, 
John  Johnson,  Jan'., 
William  Chandler,  Esq'., 
Nathaniel  Warner, 
Oershorn  Darrance, 
Thomas  Pierce, 
Samoell  Chandler,  Esq'., 
Nathaniel  Berrr, 
Nathaniel  Weeler,  Esq'., 
Zebadiah  Famam, 
Daniel  Stoughton. 
Jonas  Shepard, 
Matthew  Talcott, 
Joseph  Charch, 
Exekiel  Williams, 
John  Hamphry,  Esq'., 
Roger  Hooker, 
Alexander  Wolcott, 
Samaell  Talcott, 
Thomas  Hosmore,  Esq'., 
Jonathan  Hale,  Esq'., 


Abener  Moseley, 
Peletiah  Mills, 
Daniel  Goodwin, 
Jonathan  Hamphry, 
Jonathan  Pettibone, 
Andrew  Robe, 
David  Phelpes, 
Hezekiah  Humphry, 
Hesekiah  Phelpes, 
John  Victes, 
Joseph  Welles, 
Timothy  Seymore, 
Russell  Woodbridge,  * 
William  Stantly, 
Samuel  Welles, 
John  Walt, 
Benjamin  Callwell, 
Alizander  Gaston, 
Rowland  Barton, 
Alixander  Phclips, 
Niles  Colman, 
David  Barker, 
Benjamin  Pumroy, 
John  Fitch,  Jun'* 
Joseph  Warren, 
Seat  Dean, 
Samueir  Hunter, 
Noah  Webster, 
Thomas  Howard, 
Zcbulon  Waterman, 
Ebeneser  Leach, 
Penuel  Bewcn, 
Israel  Dimock, 
Abiel  Abbott, 
Thomas  Hedman, 
James  Hedman, 
Ebonezer  Griffin, 
Thomas  Stephens, 
Thomas  Stephens,  Jan. 
Benjamin  Lee, 
Stephen  Fuller, 
Paul  Holt, 
Benjamin  Collins, 
James  Willson, 
James  Douglass, 
John  Campbell, 
Hugh  Wyley,  Jun'- 
Benjamin  Parke, 
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Bartholeme  Arthary 
Thomas  Jones, 
Joseph  Tajlottr, 
John  Read, 
William  Swetland, 
Pieter  Swetland, 
Jonathan  Harrias, 
Elisha  Scovill, 
Ebeinezer  WiiliameSi 
Abel  Qriswold, 
Stephen  Jenkins, 
David  Beway, 
Gershom  Breed, 
John  Newton, 
John  Grant, 
Ephraim  Gardner, 
Gershome  Hinkley, 
Joshua  Randsome, 
Bliles  Gordon, 
I^aac  Tracy, 
James  Hide, 
Asa  Waterman, 
John  Baldwin, 
Elijah  Backus, 
Phenehas  Holden, 
Christopher  Palmer, 
Thomas  Andersonj     _ 
Allen  Willey, 
John  RoUcbone, 
Daniel  Ely, 
Da?id  Dodge,  Jun'* 
Ebenexer  Watson, 
Samuel  Stoughton, 
Samael  Willes,  Jan'- 
Isaac  Sheldon, 
Ebenezer  Beacher, 
Oliver  Wolcott, 
Elisha  Sheldon, 
Ebenezar  Marsh, 
Samuel  Cockrin, 
Benjamin  Green, 
Kphraim  Andrus, 
Daniel  Turner, 
George  Palmer, 
Cap<.  Uriah  Stephens, 
Samuel  Orlin, 
Jaeob  Hensdel,  ^ 
Thomas  Williams, 
\ 


Zebulon  Stephens, 

Thomas  Wattson, 

Joseph  Bird,  Esq'* 
^  John  Holmes, 

John  Dean, 

Increase  Moseley,  B^'- 

John  Hutchinson,  Esq'- 

Ebenezer  Fletcher, 

Joshua  Whitney, 

Samuel  Slaughter, 

Robert  Hannis, 

Noah  Stephen «, 
,  David  Whitney,  Esq'- 

Jedediah  Stephens,  • 

Jonathan  Smith, 

Thomas  Parmely, 

Oliver  Sanford, 

Azariah  Orton, 

Josiah  Everitt^ 

Francis  Ditts, 

Josiah  Ditts, 

Timothy  Rose, 

Timothy  Everitt^ 

Silas  Storey, 

Hezekiah  Hooker, 

Jedediah  Richards, 

Pieter  Gransan, 

Richard  Reat, 

Ebenezer  Gransan, 

Daniel  Berry, 

John  Franklin, 

Robert  Walker, 

Edward  Spalding, 

Josiah  Cleaveland, 

Samucll  Lee, 

Elier  Andruss, 

William  Fellows, 

Seth  Northon, 

Levi  Watson, 

Eliphalet  Ensign, 

Lemuel  Orton. 

Eliezer  Gooden, 

Daniel  Willcocks, 

Samuell  Gooden, 

Turbel  Whitney, 

James  Bird, 

Thomas  Bird, 

John  Miner, 
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Joseph  Allen, 
James  Danham, 
Bobert  Wincott, 
Tbomas  Stephens^ 
Joshoa  Ratbbooe^ 
John  Rathbone, 
Elijah  Bean, 
John  Bead, 
Edwaid  Waldow, 
Jaeob  BaibboDe^ 
Isaae  Oaliop, 
JoDaiban  Wealdor^ 
Daniel  Bothbono, 
Daniel  Miner, 
Valentine  Roibbooe^ 
Agar  JudsoD, 
Zaobariab  Clark, 
Peter  Cnrtue, 
James  liTingwortb^ 
Jedediab  Mills, 
SunoeU  Dsfourest^ 
SIbba  Mills, 
Francis  Hawlej, 
Bdmond  Lewis,  JnT* 
Daniel  Hide, 
Jomb  Lewis.  Junr- 
John  Laboree, 
Ephraim  Judson^ 
Jobn  Fienob, 
Jabcs  Sommers, 
Josiah  BobinsoQ, 
"^       Nathaniel  Baker, 
Joseph  Arnold, 
Benjamin  Thompson, 
Daniell  Monriss, 
Jobn  Androws, 
Benjamin  Rhamsey,  Jun*^ 
Josiab  Wakeman, 
Daniel  Sherwood, 
Cornelias  Hull, 
Stephen  Whaman^  Jon'. 
Tbomas  Coneb, 
Josiah  Beardflej, 
Kpbrain  Bennet, 
Matthew  Cartiee, 
Jonathan  Boothe, 
Caleb  Baldwin, 
Jonathan  Willard, 


Joshua  Wells, 
Joseph  Hulbart, 
Isaac  Sawyer, 
Samuell  Flagg, 
Daniel  Lotbrop, 
Jobn  Elderkin, 
Stephen  Beckwitb, 
Jeremiah  Clements, 
Samuell  Gore, 
Benjamin  Gale, 
William  Whitney, 
Barzillai  Handee, 
Isaac  Lawrenee, 
Joseph  Palmetre, 
Malaebi  Butler, 
Joseph  Follit, 
Jobn  Spencer,  Ju*. 
Elijah  Hide, 
Nathaniel  Cusbman, 
Caleb  Hide, 
Obediah  Newcomb, 
Joseph  Bingham,  Jn'^* 
Jobn  Strong, 
Noah  Dewey, 
Joseph  Skiff, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Jabei  Dean, 
Joseph  Wight, 
Obadia  Gore, 
Abel  Ckike, 
Seth  Smith, 
John  Bircbard,  3', 
Joseph  Denison^  Es^'. 
Samuell  Fracy, 
Ephraim  Bill, 
Hubbard  Pride, 
Thomas  Welles, 
Tbomas  Fisb, 
Thomas  Branch,  Ju^ 
Benjamin  Wintwortb, 
Simon  Huntington, 
Isaac  Traey,  Juu'. 
John  Wood, 
Oliver  Spuer, 
Benjamin  Giles, 
Thomas  Giles, 
Doctor  Moffit. 
Thomas  Stanily, 
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Jonatban  Oinnings, 
SimoD  BachaSy 
Ebeneser  G  rover, 
Joseph  Billing,  Jaa**. 
Robert  Eenady, 
Jobn  Williams, 
Daniel  Lathao, 
John  Choate, 
Jacob  Kimball, 
Thomas  Boles, 
filisba  Tracy, 
Joseph  Tracy,  Jon'. 
Isaac  Saben, 
William  Lotbrop, 
Daniel  Rockwell, 
Benedict  Arnold, 
Nathaniel  Parker, 
George  Denniss, 
Bacbel  Milliner, 
John  Edgerton, 
Samnel  Walworth, 
Cristopber  Starke, 
Thomas  Walworth. 
Strpbon  Billings, 
Jonathan  Stricklani 
John  Bliss, 
Samnell  Hann, 
Setb  Alden, 
John  Birehard, 
Robert  Boyington, 
Marock  Ward,       # 
Jacob  Drake,  Jun'. 
Ashbcl  Woodbridge, 
Eliazar  Tallcott, 
Silas  Wells, 
John  Wells, 
Samael  Barnes, 
Constant  Catlen, 
John  Heosdill, 
Jedediah  Norton, 
Elisha  Hale, 
Jacob  Drake, 
Asahel  Drake, 
Barnabas  Hatch, 
Josiah  Cowles, 
John  Webster, 
John  Cook, 
Raben  Swift^ 


Isaac  Moaely, 

Jonathan  Lanitoo, 

John  Patersan, 

Nathan  Pason, 

Oliver  Badcoek, 

Solaraon  Grant, 

Benjamin  Newcomb, 

Joseph  Lippett, 

472.  All  of  the  Aforesaid 
.Colony  of  Gonnecticat, 
New  England,  And  To 

JabezBoweo,  Esq^, 

Jonathan  Randall,  Eaq'.| 

Job  Randall,  E8q^, 

Jonathan  NicoUs,  Esq'.^ 

Robert  Hazzerd, 

Benjamin  Brown, 

Prancis  Coelgrovei 

Martin  Howard, 

Philip  Wilkison, 

Daniel  Ayrautt, 

Gorge  Dorranco, 

8amaell  Dorrance, 

Michel  Dorrance, 

Klnathan  Warker, 

Amos  Stafford,  Jun'., 

Simon  Draper, 

Thomas  Mattison, 

Daniel  Lawrance, 

Amos  Stafford, 

Samnali  Drown^ 

.John  Bucklin, 

Thomas  Bnrt, 

Jonathan  Morey, 

Charles  Harriss, 

William  Shaldon^ 

Eliakim  Walker, 

Richard  Chamton, 

Bcriah  Brown, 

John  Reynold, 

John  Bynold,  Jnn^. 

Jonathan  Reynold, 

Benjamin  Sheffield, 

Jonathan  Hamilton, 

83.  Of  the  Colony  of  Rhod. 
island.  In  New  England, 
.  And  to 

Duiiel  Shoemaker, 
7* 
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Benjamin  Shoemakeri 

Joseph  Skinner, 

Abraham  Feniump,  Estf.^ 

John  Adkins,  Eaxf., 

Samaell  Dupew, 

John  Panater,  Ebcf,^ 

Danel  Hensbaw^ 

Aaron  Dcpew, 

Solomon  uinnings, 

10.  All  of  the  OoTem- 
mentt  of  Pensilvania^ 
And  to 

Timothy  Woodbridge, 

Henderick  Brower^  Jn^.i 

John  Wingy 

John  Wing,  Jn'., 

David  King, 

5.  Of  the  Province  of  The 
Massachusetts  Bay,  &  to 

Jacob  Boosebooro, 

Wiliam  BeBiddcr, 

Abraham  J.  Lansing, 

Jeremia  Hogeboom^ 
^Jonathan  Buck, 

Balthazart  Lydius,    ' 

John  Roosa, 

Johannis  Seger,  Jun'.f 

8.  Of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  Being  all  Fivo 
Hundred  &  Thirty-Four 
in  Number,  to  Each  & 
Every  of  tb)3  persons  be- 
fore &  above  mentioned 
and  named,  the  Two 
Twelve  hundredeth  and 
Twenty-Four  Parts  of 
the  Large  Tract  or  Par- 
cel! of  Land  as  hereafter 
described  and  Bounded. 
And  we  d(>  also  for  & 
Upon  the  Considerations 
aforesaid,  Give,  Grant, 
Bargain,  Sell,  Convey,  & 
Confirm  Unto 

Eliphalet  Newell; 

Jacob  Dana, 

John  Webb, 

Oliver  Parish, 


Paul  Hebard, 
Hezekiah  Huntington^v 
Ebenezer  Bebbens, 
Abraham  Snow, 
Eiiazer  Done, 
Joseph  Spolding, 
Curtice  Spolding, 
Thomas  Brown, 
John  Eddy, 
Judah  Fjiy, 
Joseph  Aiixander, 
John  CambeJ,  3', 
James  Cambel,  Jan^, 
Jacob  Simons, 
Jeduthum  Simons, 
Benjamin  Park, 
Henry  Arnold, 
John  Wells, 
Jacob  Sisio, 
Hezekiah  Demmon, 
Samuell  Douglass, 
James  Morris, 
Samuell  Jackson, 
Samuell  Gorden, 
Gideon  Baldwin, 
Abel  Barnes, 
Hezekiah  Orton, 
John  Wough, 
Thomas  Lylly, 
Samuell  Norton, 
Hezekiah  Hooftr, 
Thomas  Fellows, 
James  Hanners, 
Joseph  Fellows, 
Henrey  Bass, 
Benjamin  Follet,* 
Simeon  Dean, 
John  Steal, 
Elisha  Steal, 
Samual  Church, 
Ebenezor  Lewis,' 
Caleb  Wheeler, 
Jehiel  Bryant, 
Cotton  Fletcher, 
John  Fellows, 
Samuell  Ford, 
Job  Marsh, 
John  Perkins, 
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Thomts  Porter, 
Andrew  Baron, 
Thomas  Day, 
Payid  Bradwell, 
Gideon  Lawrence, 
Jenee  Stevens, 
Alixander  Hinman, 
Natheniel  Crandnll, 
Joshun  Birch, 
Eli  Colton, 
Daniel  Aldeii, 
Nathaniel  Loomiss, 
George  Crery^ 
Oliver  Crery, 
Aaron  Orery, 
William  Crery, 
Shaneier  Cheney, 
John  Cogswell, 
John  Cone, 
John  Colebnrt, 
Abraham  Harden, 
Jonathan  Sanger, 
Thomas  Steal, 
Thomas  Warner, 
Zaohareah  Buoknall, 
John  Royce, 
Samnell  Douglas, 
Josoah  Donlap, 
Alixander  Stevens, 
Benjamin  Bill, 
Elias  Fink,  Jun^,<  i 
Joseph  Hagen, 
Samnell  Webb,  Jun**., 
Seth  Wright, 
John  liarebee, 
Nathaniel  Hide, 
Ephraim  Dean, 
Phineahas  Lewiss, 
John  Strong, 
Hezekiah  May, 
Thomas  Wells, 
Josiah  Grifwol, 
Junes  Loekwoiod, 
EHsha  Williams,  Jan^, 
Esekiel  Porter, 
Samnell  May, 
Joseph  Webb, 
Thomas  Belding,  Jan^, 


Samnell  Giurtice, 
John  Hart, 
William  Wadeworth, 
Peter  Judson, 
Nehemiah  Lewiss, 
Lett  Norton, 
David  Bigilo,  Jun'., 
John  Yonng, 
Jacob  Simons,  3', 
Zebulon  Heberd, 
Joshua  Read, 
Gideon  Heberd, 
Joseph  Badcock, 
Samnell  Bennit, 
David  Palmer, 
Benajah  Parkes, 
Josiah  Parkes, 
Gideon  Haskell, 
Jacob  Geers, 
Benjamin  Geers, 
John  Read,  Jnn^, 
Elnathan  Street, 
Constant  Oaston, 
William  Manly, 
Caleb  Moses, 
Mark  Leavensworth, 
John  Leavensworth, 
Eara  Stiles,  /«» 
Jonathan  Fitch, 
Nathanial  Barnes, 
James  Case, 
Daniell  Bull, 
Joseph  Case, 
Elisba  Cornish, 
Isaac  Petebone. 
Timothy  Moses, 
Oliver  Humphry, 
Jacob  Case, 
Abel  Petebone, 
William  Manly,  Jun'., 
Giles  Petebonct 
Abraham  Petebone, 
John  Barker, 
John  Spencer, 
Samnell  Hulbert, 
Gideon  Burr, 
Richard  Cook, 
Seth  Loomiss, 
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Jonathan  Leavingwortliy  John  Hagcns, 

Thomas  Hamphries,  Ephraim  Robinson, 

Moser  Bellamy,  John  Androas,  And 

Aaron  Bellamji  Miles  Riggs. 

All  Being  of  the  Coiony  of  Oonnecticatt  aforesaid,  to  the  NnmlM 
of  One  Hundfed  &  Fifty-Six,  The  One-Twelve  Handredeth  & 
Twenty-Four  Part  of  the  same  Large  Tract  or  paroell  of  Land 
afores',  (of  all  Which  Afidrenamed  Persons  the  sum  aforea^  Was 
Received,)  Which  said  Given  &  Granted  Tract  of  Land  is  Butted, 
Bounded  &  Described  as  followeth,  viz. :  Beginning  from  the  One 
and  fortieteth  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  at  ten  miles  Distanoe  East 
of  Suskahana  River,  and  from  thence  with  a  Northward  Line  Ten 
miles  East  of  the  River  to  the  end  of  the  forty-second  or  Beginning 
of  the  forty-third  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  And  so  to  Ezten'  West 
Two  Degrees  of  Longatude  One  Hundred  &  Twenty  miles,  &  from 
thence  ^uth  to  the  Beginning  of  the  forty-second  degree,  And  from 
thence  East  to  the  Aforementioned  Boundrie,  whis  is  ten  miles  East 
of  Suskahana  River,  Together  with  all  and  every  the  Mines,  Mine- 
rals or  Ore  of  What  kind  soever  Standing,  Growing,  being  found  or 
to  be  found  Uppn  any  part  or  Parcel  thereof,  And  all  Other  the 
Hereditaments  And  Appurtenances  to  the  said  Part  or  Tract  belong- 
ing or  in  any  Ways  Appertaining,  And  the  Reversion  And  B^ver- 
sioos.  Remainder  And  Remainders,  &c.,  TO  have  and  to  hold  All 
the  Above  Granted  And  Bargained  Premisses,  With  all  the  Appur* 
tenances  thereof  Unto  All  the  Above  And  forenamed  persona  ia 
Manner  And  Proportion  aforesaid,  And  to  their  Heirs  and  Assigns, 
And  to  their  Only^oper  use,  Benefitt  And  Behoof  for  Ever,  as  a 
free.  Clear  and  Abaolute  Estate  of  Inheritance  in  fee  simple,  free  of 
all  Incumberanoes  Whatsoever. 

And  we,  the  Afores*  Ca-hik-to-ton,  Abraham  Pieters,  William 
Tarig-jo-ris,  Brant  Oon-wig-no-ge,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  Sachems  and  Cheifa 
as  aforenam'd.  Do  hereby  Covenant  to  and  With  All  the  Afore 
Named  Grantees  and  Each  and  Every  of  them,  that  All  and  Untill 
the  Ensealing  &  Delivery  hereof,  We  Are  the  True,  Sole  and  Law* 
full  Owners  of  the  Above  Granted  Premises,  and  have  Good  Right, 
power  and  Authority  to  Bargain  &  Sell  the  same,  in  manner  and 
form  as  Above  Written ;  And  furthermore,  we  the  Aforenamed 
Ca-hik-to-ton,  Abraham  Pieters,  William  Tarig-jo-ris,  Brant  Con- 
wig-no-ge,  Sachems  and  Cheifs  as  afores*,  do  by  these  presents  for 
Us  our  Heirs  &  Suooessors,  Covenant  and  Promis  to  .and  With  all 
and  Every  of  the  Afore  Named  Persons,  Grantees  in  this  Deed,  All 
the  Above  Granted  and  Bargain'd  Premisses  &  Appurtenances 
Thereof  unto  all  and  Every  of  the  Afore  nam'd  PerscAis,  Grantees 
in  this  Deed,  And  to  their  and  every  of  their  Heirs  ^nd  Assigns  ia 
Manner  and  Proportion  afoces^  for  Ever,  to  Warrant,  Secure  and 
Defend. 

In  Witness  whereof,  we  have  each  of  us  hereunto  set  our  Marks 
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•nd  affiix'd  oar  Seab,  thii  Eleyonth  Day  of  Jaly^  in  the  Twenty- 
Eight  Tear  of  the  Beign  of  Oar  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Seoond 
of  Great  Britain,  Ac,  -Kiiigi  Annoq  Domini,  One  Thousand  Seven 
himdied  Fifty-Fore. 

his     Chief  of  the 
Ea-hik-to-ton  P<         X  *•  1 
mark.      Sinkea. 
his  Chief  of  the 

Abraham  M  Piktxrs^     [  s.  ] 

mark  Tribe  of  ye  Bar. 

'     his 
William  m  Ta-big-io-bis.     [  b.  ] 
mark, 
his 
Bbant  X  Co-wia-No-OE.    [s.  ] 
mark. 

his        Chief  of 
OAarwiGTjoNiE  M  [  s.  ] 

mark.     Onondage. 

Signed,  Sealed  k  Delivered  in  the  presenoe  of 
Eph.  Williams,  Jun'. 
Joseph  Kelloo. 


his        Chief  of 

CANAaBGAIE    M  [  8.  ] 

mark.      Pnodage. 

his 
Set  M  Jesxabarib.         [  b.  ] 
mark. 

his 
JoHANis  M   Sooehowanb.    [  b.  ] 
mark, 
his 
Senosis  M  Onide.    [  s.  ] 
mark. 
his 

JoHANIS    M    CaNADEQAIB.      [  8.  ] 

mark. 


Signed,  Sealed  &  Deliver'  in  Piesence  of 
James  Charts. 
Martin  Lydius. 
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his 
Bcankbadh  X  Gajoboxn.    [8.  ] 
mark. 

his 
SoASONiADX  X   Half  King,    [a.] 
mark, 
his 
Garistago  X  Onidi.    [  s.  ] 
mark. 

Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  Presence  of,  March  4^  1785. 
SiBERANT  Van  Schaick,  Jun'. 
Jacob  Van  Woebt,  Jun'. 
Martin  Lydius. 

his 
Akwtjota  X  Onidb.    [  b.  ] 
mark, 
his 

JOHANIS    X    SeGNAQERAT.      [  8.  ] 

mark, 
his 
Gargqejesa  M  Onide.    [  s.  ] 
mark, 
his 
NiKEs  X  Carigjakladib.    [  b.  ] 
mark. 

Signed,  Sealed  &  Delivered  in  Presence  of 
SiBRANT  Van  Schaick,  Jun'. 

JOHANIS  J.  WeNDEL. 

[The  aforegoing  is  a  Trae  &  Exact  Copy  of  the  Original  Deed  or 
Writing. 

FiTOH. 

A  Gopy 

John  W.  Lybius. 

*  The  foregoing  18  probably  tbe  Deed  alladed  to  as  obtained  by  Lydius — ^m 
letter  of  James  Stevenson,  Sept.  17,  1754,  see  it  on  page  170. 

t  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VI.  p.  111.  267,  284,  291,  294.  Also  Miner's  Hia- 
tory  of  Wyoming,  for  an  account  of  this  transaction  and  Deed,  p.  68,  &o. 
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*  A  Journal  in  1754. 

Jane  13.  Receiyed  Orders  from  L*.  CoP.  Weiaer;  to  m9roh  from 
Beading  with  all  the  Company  remaining  there,  (the  rest  being 
oommanded  to  Fort  Angastos).  Accordingly  I  sat  out  from  Bead- 
ing by  Break  of  Day,  on  the 

14tli.  Arrived  at  L*.  Col'.  Weiser's  where  I  reoe'd  Orders  to 
march  with  the  Company  or  DetaohmS  to  Fort  Henry,  Jind  from 
there  take  a  Detachm*  of  20  Men,  &  continue  Hill  to  Fort  on 
Northkill.     Accordingly  on  the 

15th.  In  the  morning  took  the  said  20  men  from  Fort  Henry  of 
the  New  Levies,  and  marched  strait  Way  to  the  said  Fort  accom- 
panied with  Gapt**  Busse  and  Capt"  Smith,  as  soon  as  I  arrived,  I 
gave  Ensign  Harry  (then  Commander  of  the  said  Fort)  Notice  of 
mj  Orders,  and  Sent  off  two  Men  immediately  to  the  Colonels  with 
a  Report  of  the  Condition  I  found  the  fort  in,  &  sent  him  a  List  of 
the  new  Levies  who  were  detached  from  Captain  Busse's  Fort  with 
me  to  this  Fort. 

16th.  Capt-  Busse  &  Smith  sat  off  ab<  10  o'clock  with  a 
Scout  of  10  men,  which  Capt"  Busse  had  ordered  from  his  Company 
on  the  15th.  And  Ensign  Harry  march'd  out  of  the  fort  ab*  12 
o'clock,  (after  delivering  it  to  me),  with  his  Men  to  Fort  Lebanon, 
according  to  Orders.  Provision  I  fbund  in  the  fort  as  follows,  51b 
Powder,  1989b  Flower^  10  Small  Barrs  of  Lead^  15%  of  Beef  and 
Pork,  Sift  Candles. 

17.  Tf  with  a  Corporal  &  20  Men,  according  to  Orders  from  L^ 
Col\  Weiser,  went  a  scouting  &  ranging  the  Woods  till  to'  Fort  Le- 
banon, where  We  arrived  aV  2  o'clock  in  the  Afternoon.  We  staid 
there  all  Night,  being  not  able  to  scout  any  farther,  or  return  home 
because  of  a  heavy  Ilain. 

18.  Sat  off  from  Fort  Lebanon  in  the  morning  being  rainy 
Weather,  and  ranged  the  Woods  coming  back,  as  before,  with  the 
same  number  of  men^  &  arrived  at  Fort  on  Northkill  about  4  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

19.  Gave  Orders  to  Serj*.  Pet'.  Smith  to  Scout  to  Fort  Lebanon, 
&  to  bring  me  Report  the  next  Day  of  his  Proceedings.  Accord- 
mgly  He  arrived  on  the  20th  ab^  S  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
made  Report  that  He  had  done  adcording  to  his  Orders,  and  that 
He  had  made  no  Discoveries.  Rece'd  a  Letter  by  him  from  Capt* 
Morgan,  informing  me  that  He  had  no  News,  &o. 

21.    Sent  off  Corporal  Shafer  to  scout  as  before. 

22d.  Minister  Shumaker  came  &  preach'd  a  Sermon  to  the  Com- 
pany. The  scout  arrived  from  Fort  Lebanon.  The  Corporal  re- 
ported that  Nothing  strange  had  come  to  his  Knowledge.  A  Scout 
of  Capt*  Busse's  arrived  about  11  o'clock;  and  ret*  ab*  4  towards 

*  The  name  of  the  officer  is  not  attached  to  the  Journal. 
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their  fort,  bat  upon  the  Indian  Alarms  they  immediately  ret*  back 
to  my  fort  and  gave  me  Notiee :  In  the  midst  of  the  Rain,  I  sent  on 
the  first  Notice,  Sorj^  Smith,  with  18  men,  and  ordered  them  to 
divide  themselves  in  two  Parties. 

June  23*.  Seij*  Smith  ret*  and  made  Report  that  he  arrived  at  Dietz's 
House  about  10  o'clock  in  the  Night,  where  they  heard  a  Gun  go 
off  at  Jacob  Smith's  about  a  mile  from  there.  They  Immediately 
sat  off  again  from  said  Smith's  towards  the  Place  where  the  Gun 
went  off,  and  Surrounded  the  House  (according  to  my  Orders.) 
They  searched  all  the  House  but  found  no  marks  of  Indians.  From 
there  they  marched  to  Falks  House  in  the  Gap,  and  surrounded  it, 
but  found  no  Indians.  From  there  they  went  to  the  Mountain,  and 
arrived  there  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  Seij^  Smith,  ao- 
cording  to  Orders,  Waylay  the  Road  in  two  Parties,  and  as  soon  as 
it  was  Day  went  back  and  buried  the  man  that  was  killed,  to  wit, 
Peter  Geisinger,  who  was  shot,  and  killed  the  Day  before.  At 
Buruying  hib,  they  heard  5  Guns  go  off  aV  2  miles  from  said 
Place,  whereupon  Serj'  Smith  Immediately  repaired  to  the  Place,  & 
divided  themselves  in  two  Parties,  (I  had  sent  off  Corporal  Sheffer 
with  8  men  on  the  22d  to  their  assistance.)  Serj*  Smith  also  makes 
Report  that  this  Morning  at  7  o'clock  a  Girl  of  ab*  15  years, 
Daughter  of  Raiser  Schmidt,  was  taken  Prisoner,  by  two  Indians, 
whoso  Tracts  they  saw  and  followed,  but  to  no  Purpose.  A  Party 
of  Capt"  Busse's  Company  went  along  from  this  and  remained  with 
my  men  all  the  Time.  15  or  16  of  the  Inhabitants  came  to  me  and 
apply'd  for  assistance*  I  ordered  out  several  Detachm**  to  assist 
them. 

24.  I- sat  off  with  20  men  from  this  to  Capt"  Busse's  Fort  along 
the  mountain,  &  called  at  the  Place  where  the  Murder  was  oom- 
itted.  Went  up  as  far  as  the  Gap  of  the  Mountain,  but  as  I  found 
no  Tracts  there,  I  thought  the  Indians  would  be  on  this  Side  the 
mountains,  therefore  I  went  up  along  tiie  mountains  without  oppo* 
sition,  till  to  Gapt''  Busse's  Fort,  and  as  it  rained  very  hard  all  Day 
and  We  went  far  about.  We  arrived  there  towards  the  Evening. 

25.  Sat  off  in  the  morning  with  the  same  number  of  men,  and 
scoured  the  Woods  back  near  the  same  Way  back  again^  and  arrived 
towards  Evening  in  the  fort,  being  rainy  Weather. 

26.  Rcce'd  m  the  morning  a  Letter,  for  my  positive  Orders  not 
to  neglect  my  scouting  towards  Fort  Lebanon,  accordingly  immedi- 
ately called  in  my  Detachm**.  This  afternoon  a  Woman  living  ab^ 
H  miles  from  here,  came  to  the  fort,  and  said  she  had  seen  an  In* 
dian  just  now  in  her  Field,  almost  naked,  &  had  a  Gun,  but  saicf 
she  did  not  stay  to  look  long.  I  immediately  sent  off  Serj^  Smith 
with  2  Parties,  consisting  of  ab'  20  men.  They  searched  the  Plaoe^ 
and  found  nothing,  but  saw  2  Bare&et  Tracks.  They  divided  into 
small  Parties,  &  scoured  the  Woods  till  Evening  &  then  ret'  to  the 
fort,  and  as  I  had  to  Day  but  men  sufficient  to  guard  the  fort,  I 
sept  out  no  scout.    This  Evening  Intelltgenoe  came  to  me  from  the 
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Ooltmei^,  nforming  ne  that  He  htd  netioe  from  GaptP  OmicU  of  16 
Indians  going  to  fiill  on  this  Settlement  or  hereabouts.  Ho  ordered 
me  therefore  immediately  to  Send  Notice  thereof  to  Oapt"  Basee'a 
Forty  in  order  that  it  might  be  from  there  oonrejed  to  Fort  Swa* 
tan,  accordingly  I  did. 

June  27.  Oave  Orders  to  Serj*  Smith  to  go  scenting  the  Woods  be-  * 
tween  this  and  fort  Lebanon,  and  if  Gapt*  Morgan  thonght  that  it 
was  serrieeabley  to  range  some  Way  np  Schuylkill,  (as  that  Qap  is 
their  common  Rendevous.) 

28.  A  scoot  of  Gapt*  Basse  Arrived  in  the  Forenoon,  &  sat  off 
agnin  this  afternoon. 

29.  In  the  Evening  there  came  two  men  to  the  Fort,  and  re* 
poited  that  the  Indians  had  invaded  aboot  6  miles  from  this,  ab*  9 
o'clock  this  morning.     I  was  somewhat  concerned  that  I  had  no 
sooner  Intelligence  of  it,  however  I  immediately  sent  off  12  men  * 
nnder  2  Corporals. 

30.  About  noon  the  2  Corporals  returned  and  made  the  follow- 
ing Report.  That  Yesterday  he  could  not  reach  the  Place  as  they 
all  were  tired,  but  staid  at  a  House  till  nigh  Break  of  Day,  and  then 
mt  off  again.  He  did  not  immediately  go  to  the  Place  where  the 
man  &o.  were  killed,  but  went  somewhat  further  down  towards 
Schuylkill,  thinking  Uiat  the  Indians  had  invaded  lower  down,  but 
•8  it  was  not  so.  He  took  another  Bout,  towards  Schuylkill,  think* 
ing  that  perhaps  the  Indians  had  invaded  lower  down»  but  as  it  was 
not  so  he  took  another  Rout  towards  the  Place  where  the  murder 
wss  committed,  and  as  he  came  there,  he  found  the  man's  Wife, 
(Fred.  Myers)  who  had  been  at  a  Plough,  and  shot  thro'  both  her 
Breasts,  &  was  scalped.  Afitor  that  he  went  to  look  for  the  Man, 
whom  Uiey  found  dead  &  scalped  some  Way  in  the  Woods:  They 
took  a  Ladder  &  carried  him  to  his  Wife,  where  the  Neighbour's 
came,  &  helped  to  bury  them,  after  which  they  went  towards  the 
monntaiD,  and  scouted  along  the  same  &  arrived  here  about  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  reported  by  the  Farmer's  who  saw 
the  deceased  a  short  while  before,  that  he  was  mowing  in  his 
Meadow,  and  that  his  Children  were  about  him,  which  makes 
thou  Believe  that  the  Man,  after  he  heard  the  Shot  (which  killed 
his  Wife)  he  went  to  run  off  with  only  the  youngest  Child  in  his 
Anns,  as  the  Man  was  Shot  thro'  the  Body,  and  the  Child  is  li 
yesn  of  Age  and  is  scalped,  but  yet  alive,  and  is  put  to  a  Doctors. 
The  other  three,  who  were  with  their  Father,  are  taken  Prisoners }  . 
One  of  them  is  a  Boy  ab^  10  years  old,  the  other  a  Girl  of  8  years^ 
ft  the  other  a  Boy  of  6  years.  There  was  a  Baby,  whom  they  found 
in  a  Dxch,  that.the  water  was  just  to  ite  Mouth.  It  was  laying  on 
its  Baek  crying.  It  was  taken  up,  and  is  like  to  do  well.  A  Boy 
of  one  Beichard,  of  Eight  years,  was  taken  Prisoner  at  the  same  time. 
This  was  all  done  within  half  an  Hour,  as  some  Neighbours 'had 
been  there  in  that  Space  of  Time. 

Jnly  1.  Seij^  Pet'  Smith  ret*  with  the  Scout,  and  reported  that 
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Smith's  A  his  own,  to  the  Nomber  of  ab*  28.   I  gave  him  15  of  my 
Hen,  in  order  to  escort  the  Treaty  at  Esston. 
Jvly  15.     It  being  a  rainy  Day  I  sent  no  Sdbnt. 

16.  Oontinaing  rainy  Weather^  I  could  send  no  Scout  In  the 
Evening  repaired  some  Stoocadoes,  the  Rain  having  held  up. 

17.  The  Water  being  high  &  the  Bushes  wet,  I  could  send  no 
Seout  to  Day.  A  Scout  of  Capt*  Busse's  arrived^  there  being  no 
Water  between  bis  &  this  fort. 

18.  Sent  a  Scout  along  the  Mountains.  They  arrived  in  the 
Evening  &  had  no  Intellig*^*. 

19.  A  Scout  of  Gapt^  Busse's  arrived  &  ret'  directly.  Sent 
Berg*  Smith  with  a  Scout  to  Fort  Lebanon. 

20.  Seij^  Smith  ret*  &  reported  that  he  had  been  at  Fort  Leba^ 
non  .&  re^  some  Part  of  the  Way  &  laid  in  the  Woods,  but  had 
made  no  fire.  They  made  no  Discovery.  A  Scout  of  Capt^  Busse's 
arrived  and  ret*  Instantly. 

21.  Having  laid  out  Part  of  my  Men  to  protect  the  Farmer's  & 
the  Rest  being  fatigued  with  Yesterday's  Scout,  I  could  send  none 
to  Day. 

22*.  Sent  a  Scout  along  the  Mountain  who  ret*  without  Discov- 
ering any  Thing. 

July  23*.  I  went  scouting  with  a  Party  over  the  Mountains,  and 
as  it  was  very  warm,  I  order^  the  Men  about  Noon  to  rest  them- 
selves a  Couple  of  Hours  when  We  were  over  the  ^fountains.  I 
then  ordered  them  to  march,  and  as  We  came  to  Schuylkill,  I  saw  il 
was  too  high  for  the  Men  to  wade  through.  I  then  got  Horses,  & 
towards  Evening  We  got  over  Schuylkill.  We  arrived  at  Fort  Leb- 
anon towards  Night,  &  was  obliged  to  stay  there  that  Night 

24*^.  Returned,  and  as  soon  as  We  came  over  on  this  Side  of  the 
Hoantains,  (it  bdng  yet  early  in  the  Day,)  I  toofequito  another  Rout 
thro'  the  Woods,  but  made  no  Discovery,  so  We  arrived  at  the  Fort 
in  the  Evening.  I  had  not  been  there  one  half  an  Hour  bef^  three 
Farmars  came  and  informed  me  that  this  Morning  the  Indians  had 
taken  a  Boy  of  about  14  Years  Prisoner,  but  had  done  no  other 
Damage.  I  immediately  sent  o£f  a  party,  but  as  it  happened,  the 
Boy  teing  taken  Prisoner  in  the  Morning,  Night  came  on  before  my 
Men  could  get  there.  ^ 

25.  In  the  Morning  I  heard  the  Boy  had  escaped,  and  that  he 
made  Report  that  there  were  4  white  Men  &  4  Indians  with  him,  & 
that  At  Night  he  escaped,  they  had  tied  him  and  he  was  obliged  to 
Isy  between  them,  but  as  they  all  got  drunk,  and  fast  asleep,  lie 
notied  himself  and  ran  off.  He  further  says  that  when  be  was 
taken  Prisoner  he  made,  and  that  they  struck  him,  &  told  him  to  ^ 
silent  I  imagine  they  saw  me  with  my  Men  go  over  the  Day  bef ' 
yerterday.  The  Indians  were  this  Night  ab*  the  fort,  but  it  was  very 
dark,  theref '  I  did  not  sally  .out. 

26.  This  Morning  sent  out  Serj*  Smith,  with  6  Men  to  soarohjOi* 
fte  fort  for  Tracks,  but  he  only  found  one  which  was  in  a  muddy 
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Plaee.    Bat  it  being  nothing  but  Stones,  He  could  not  follow  tbe 
Tracts.     It  rained  all  Daj  very  haxd,  thcrf '  I  could  send  no  Scont. 

July  27^.  Sent  a  Scout  down  on  this  Side  of  the  Moaataio. 
The  Scout  ret'  in  the  Evening  having  no  Intelligence. 

28^.  A  Scout  of  Gapt»  Busse's  arrived  and  ref*  ab^  Noon;  No* 
thing  Extraordinary  happened. 

20^.  Sent  Serj*  Smith  with  a  Scout  along  the  Mountains.  He 
ret'  haying  nothing  particular. 

tiO*^.    A  Scout  of  L^  Philip  Weiser,  from  Gapt»  Busse  arrived.  . 
Having  laid  aside  out  several  Detachments  to  assist  the  Farmam,  I 
oould  send  no  Scout  to  Bay. 

31.  Lieut.  Weiser  ret'  from  his  Scout  I  called  in  the  Betach- 
m*'  this  Bay,  and  sent  out  a  Scout  which  ret'  this  Evening. 

Aug'  hK  The  Men  being  tired  &  their  Feet  in  Blisters,  I  let 
them  rest  this  Bay. 

2'.  Sent  a  Scout  along  the  Mountains  with  Orders  to  range  to. 
Schuylkill. 

3'.  The  Corporal  ret'  from  his  Scout  and  reported  he  had  ranged 
as  ordered. 

4.  A  Scout  of  Gapt«  Basse's  arrived  &  ret'  the  same  Bay.  The 
Inhabitants  desiring  Assistance  to  bring  in  their  Harvest,  I  gave 
them  some  men  &  went  altho'  a  scouting,  but  as  I  left  hw  Men  in 
the  Fort,  I  ret'  this  Evening. 

5.  A  Scqut  of  Oapt"  Busse's  arrived  &  went  off  aft'  they  had 
rested  awhile.  Sent  Seri'  Smith  with  a  Scout  &  ordered  him  to 
range  the  Woods  on  this  Side  the  Mountain.  He  ref  and  had  no- 
thing particular. 

6.  Sent  off  a  Scout  Th^y  went  along  on  the  foot  of  the  Moun- 
tain &  ret'  the  Evening  without  any  Intelligence. 

7^.  Being  Sunday,  I  took  a  Party  &  went  to  Church  with  a 
Party,  as  the  Church  lies  near  the  Mountain  &  the  Minister  could 
not. come  without  a  Guard. 

8.  The  Centry  fired  at  an  Indian.  T4ie  Indian  stood  behind  a 
Bush  ab  300  Yards  off,  and  was  viewing  the  fort  I  went  off  with 
18  Men  and  parted  then  in  6  Parties  and  went  after  the  Indians,  but 
could  not  come  up  with  them.  Went  to  clearing  ab  the  fort,  it 
being  thick  of  Bushes. 

9.  Continued  clearing  &  burning  Brush  so  that  on  the  South 
Side  of  the  Fort,  it  is  cleared  a  full  Musquet  Shot  A  Party  of 
Captain  Busse's  arrived. 

40.  Sent  off  a  scouting  Party,  who  ret'  and  brought  no.  Intelli- 
gence. This  Night  the  Centry  ab*  an  Hour  after  I^k  perceived 
that  a  fire  which  had  been  kindled  to  bum  Brush,  but  was  bef'  Night 
gone  out,  began  to  burn  afresh ;  upon  which  he  called  the  Seijeant 
of  the  Guard,  who  perceiving  the  same,  ordered  the  Guard  to  fire, 
on  which  the  Indians  ran  off.  The  Dogs  pursued  'cm,  &  kept  bark- 
ing after  'em,  ab*  half  a  Mile.    I  had  the  Men  all  under  Arms;  but 
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ewtj  tM&g  being  now  qniet,  dismissed  'edi,  ordaring  them  to  be  in 
oontinnal  Readiness  with  their  Accoutrements  on.  In  ab*  an  Hour, 
the  Indians  let'  and  took  a  Firebrand  out  of  the  fire  &  ran  off.  They 
were  immedeately  fired  on,  bnt  in  vam. 

Aug.  11.  Ensign  Biddle  arrived  at  the  fort  nith  the  Detachment 
of  oar  Company  that  were  in  Easton. 

12.  A  Soout  of  Capt*  Basse's  arrived  &  ret'  directly. 

13.  This  Day  I  left  the  fort  in  Order  to  go  to  the  Coi'«  agreeable 
to  his  Orders.     I  left  Ensign  Biddle  in  the  fort. 

Sent  a  Corporal  to  range  towards  Sohuylkill,  who  ret'  the  same 
Erening  &  the  Corporal  reported  he  had  ranged  as  directed  and  had 
n»de  no  Discoveries.  A  Soont  of  Capt*  Busse's  arrived^  &  ret'  the 
same  Evening. 

14.  Being  Sanday,  Minister  Shumoker*  came  here,  &  the  Soldiers 
being  fatigned  with  continual  Scenting,  there  was  no  Scout  to  Day. 

15.  Ensign  Biddle  sent  a  Corporal  with  a  Svont  to  range  East- 
wards- towards  Schuylkill  &  return  under  the  Mountains.  The  Scout 
ret'  towards  Evening,  &  the  Corporal  made  Report^  he  had  ranged 
as  directed,  and  had  no  Intelligence. 

16.  Sent  an  express  Serjeant  with  15  Men  to  range  Eastward 
aloDg  the  Mountain.  A  Scout  of  Capt"  Busse's  arrived  &  ret'  im- 
mediately. In  the  Afternoon,  the  Soouirret'.  The  Serj^  made  Re- 
port he  bad  ranged  as  directed,  but  had  no  news. 

17.  Early  this  Morning  Ensign  Biddle  sent  Serj*  Smith  with  10 
men  to  escort  Lieut.  Col'  Weiser,  who  was  expected  here  this  Day. 

This  Day  Col*  Weiser  arrived,  accompanied  with  Capt"  Busse  and 
myself,  together  with  the  said  Escort.  The  Col*  returned  the  same 
Bay  homewards,  after  We  had  chosen  a  place  where  to  build  a  New 
Fort.     Ensign  I3iddle  went  along  with  Copt"  Busse. 

18.  Sent  off  a  Scout  to  Fort  Lebanon,  and  ordered  them  to  rang0 
the  Woods  betwiaen  here  &  that  fort  till  Night. 

19.  The  Scout  ret'  ab«  4  O'Clock  &  informed  that  he  had  done 
according  to  his  Orders.  Capt"  Morgan  came  with  the  Scout  and 
ret'  the  same  Evening. 

20.  Sent  a  Scout  of  15  Men  to  range  the  Woods  towards  SchujU 
kill,  into  Windsor  Township,  &  with  Orders  to  call  in  some  Detach- 
ments lying  in  the  said  Township,  according  to  Lieut.  CoF*  Orders. 

21.  The  Scout  ref  with  the  Detaohm^.  The  Corporal  reported 
he  had  done  according  to  his  Orders,  but  had  no  News.  The  same 
I>iiy  Capt»  Busse  &  Ensign  Biddle  arrived  from  Fort  Henry,  Captain 
Basse  ret'  the  same  Evening. 

22'.  Record  an  Express  from  Lieut.  CoU  Weiser,  with  Orders  to 
oome  to  his  House.  In  Pursuance  of  which,  I  sat  off  immediately, 
leamg  Ensign  Biddle  in  the  fort. 

*  Safd  Shumaker,  was  pastor  of  Lutheran  cougregation  at  Reading  from 
17W-^7. 
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23«.  A  SooQt  of'  Capt*  Bium  arriTed.  The  Ceatrfn  heuti  tlie 
Indians  diatinotly  whistle  this  Night  in  the  fort  Woods. 

24.  Ensign  Biddle,  aooording  to  Orders,  with  a  Scout  of  20  Men, 
went  OTer  the  Mountains  to  Captain  Morgan's  Fort. 

25.  Lieut.  Philip  Weiser  came  here  from  Fort  Henrji  with  a 
Soout. 

26;  Ensign  Btddle  ret'  from  his  Scout,  having  been  at  CaptP 
Morgan's  fort,  &  from  thence  scouted  over  the  Mountains  into  Alle« 
mangle  &  from  thence  along  the  foot  of  the  Mountains  till  here. 
This  Day  I  also  arriyed  in  the  fort  from  L^  Col*.  Weieer's. 

27.  Having  Orders  from  L*.  Gol^  Weiser's  to  look  out  for  a  pio- 
per  Place  to  build  a  new  fort,  this  being  so  bad,  I  began  to  lay  (rat 
one  on  a  spot  which  had  been  bef^  pitched  upon  by  the  Colonel  and 
Capt*  Busse,  But  night  coming,  We  could  not  finish. 

28.  Laid  out  the  remaining  Part  of  the  fort. 

29.  Had  some  Brush  cut,  round  the  new  intended  fort,  till 
Evening. 

80.  Sent  off  a  Scout  towards  Schuylkill.  They  ref  in  the 
Evening,  but  made  no  returned  with  the  remaining  party  of  the 
Men.     I  continued  clearing  &  burning  of  Brush. 

81.  Sent  off  Seij^  Smith  with  a  scouting  Party^  towards  Schuyl- 
kill.   He  ret'  but  made  no  Discovery. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  the  Sixth  of  August, 
1755.* 

Present 

The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Go- 

vemor. 

BoBERT  Strsttell,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  '\ 

Joseph  Turner,  Biohard  Peters,  \  Esq'*. 

William  Logan,  J 

The  Governor  informed  the  Council,  that  having  a  standing  In- 
struction from  the  Proprietaries  to  take  all  Opportunities  of  making 
another  Purchase  of  Lands  from  the  Six  Nations,  which  was  every 
Day  become  more  Urgent  by  the  great  Numbers  of  People  setting 
beyond  the  blue  Hills  over  Sasquehanna,  as  all  such  Settlements 
were  contrary  to  the  Stipulations  of  this  Government  with  those 
Indians,  and  might  create  Differences  with  them,  He  had  recom- 

*  There  mast  be  an  error  in  this  date,  as  Hamilton  was  not  then  Governor 
—It  should  be  1754,  and  not  1755.  Parchases  were  made  or  confirmed  in 
1754.  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.  p.  124,  fto.  See  Minute  of  Aug.  6,  1764, 
Vol.  VI.,  p.  57,  when  the  same  persons  were  present,  though  this  does^  not 
appear  on  it  It  may  have  been  another  session  on  the  same  day — this  is 
apparently  a  Copy. 
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Bended  it  to  M'.  Penn  and  M'.  Peters  to  try,  by  all  the  meanB  in 
their  power  to  make  a  Purehase,  and  the  Larger  the  better ;  and  to 
fteiHute  this  neoessary  Work,  He  had,  by  the  advioe  of  M'.  Wei- 
Bsr,  dispatched  John  Shick  Calamy,  early  in  the  Spring  with  a  Mes- 
nge  to  tne  Six  Nations,  informing  them  of  the  necessity  of  another 
Purchase  by  reason  of  the  Enorease  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  their 
being  not  to  be  restrained  from  making  Settlements  beyond  the  Pre- 
wnt  Bonndaries,  and  desiring  they  would  enter  into  Treaty  with 
K'.  Penn  &  M'.  Peters,  who  were  to  be  at  Albany  in  the  Summer, 
and  would  have  full  Powers  for  that  Purpose. 
tHis  Honour  further  said,  that  in  Consequence  of  this  Message  a 
Treaty  had  been  held  with  those  Indians,  and  the  Report  thereof 

he  would  noir  Communicate  to  the 
Council,  and  accordingly  it  was  read,  and  ordered  to  b&  entered.* 

Indorsed. 

Minutes  of  Council  of  the  6^^  of  Aug*.,  an  Indian  purchase. 


Deposition,  Peter  Hogg,  1754. 

Alrant,  99 : 

Appeared  before  me,  Peter  Hogg,  of  Hosick,  in  the  County  of 
Albany,  Teoman,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  the 
Almighty  God.  Deposeth,  and  on  his  Oath,  doth  say,  That  this  day, 
about  three  of  the  Clock,  he  left  Hosick,  where  he  then  saw  the 
greatest  Part  in  a  light  Fire  or  Blaze ;  the  Houses,  Bams,  and 
jBarracks,  that  stood  there,  on  the  East  side  of  the  Hosick  Kill  or 
Creek.  And  further  saith,  that  when  he  left  Hosick  this  day,  that 
he  then,  there  heard  one  John  Hogg  say,  that  he  had  seen  the 
Enemy  at  the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards,  and  that  he 
guessed  them  to  be  above  three  hundred  in  number :  And  further, 
this  Deponent  saith  Not. 

PETER  HOK. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  28th  August,  1754, 

ROBERT  SAUNDERS, 

New  York.  -^^y^^- 

A  true  Copy  Exam*.  By  „ 

^^  ^  GEO.  BANYAR,  Secry. 

Indorsed,^'*  Affidavit  of  the  burning  &  destroying  the  SetUe- 
ment  at  Hoeeck." 

.  *  Some  words  wantiDg. 
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Deposition  op  Francis  Claw,  1754. 

City  op  New  York,  m.  : 

Fran*.  Claw,  of  Bjnderhook,  Id  the  Goanty  of  Albany,  a  Peraon  of 
^od  Faith  and  Credit,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Edward 
Holland,  Esq'.,  Mayor  of  the  said  City,  and  being  by  me,  sworn  on  the 
holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Qod,  deposcth  and  saith,  that  on  Friday 
Morning  last,  one  Lodowick  Flanck,  came  to  his,  the  Deponenta  House, 
at  Kinderhook  aforesaid,  and  informed  him  that  the  night  before,  he 
had  lodged  at  the  House  of  Captain  Petrus  Yan  Bergen,  at  Cozakej, 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  Southward  of  Albany,  and  that  about 
twelve  o'clock,  that  Night,  an  Express  arrived  from  Albany,  and 
informed  Captain  Yan  Bercen,  that  a  Party  of  French  and  Indians, 
had  taken  and  burnt  Fort  Massachusetts,  near  Hoseck,  on  Wednes- 
day Morning  last,  and  that  in  the  Afternoon,  on  the  same  day,  tEcy 
had  burnt  several  Houses  at  Hoseck,  aforesaid :  And  the  deponent, 
further  saith  Not 

his 

FRANS  F  K  CLAW. 

mark. 

Sworn  this  2^.  day  of  September,  1754,  Before  me, 

KDW.  HOLLAND. 
A  true  Copy  Ex'., 

GEO.  BANYAR,  Secry. 

Indorted — *^  Affidavit  of  the  taking  &  burning  of  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts." 


GovR.  Db  Lancey  to  Govr.  Hamilton,  1754. 

New  York,  2^  September,  1754. 

Sir: 

On  Saturday  Evening  last,  I  received  a  Letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Indian  Affairs,  acquainting  me,  that  they  bad  received  a 
Report  the  Sunday  before,  that  a  number  of  French  Indians  were 
gone  out  a  fighting  towards  Hoseck,  and  on  Wednesday  last,  they 
had  the  Information  herewith  inclosed,  which,  together  with  an 
affidavit  taken  here  this  day,  I  thought  necessary  to  send  you. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

&  most  humble 
.  Servant, 
JAMES  PE  LANCET. 

The  Hon"«.  Governor  Hamilton. 
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Gov.  Dinwiddib's  Spbboh  on  Proroguing  the  Assbhbly 
OF  Virginia,  1754. 

The  Speech  of  the  Hon^^«  Robert  DinwiJdie,  Esq',  His  Majesty's 
Lientenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  ye  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia^  at  ye  Prorogation  of  ye  General  Assembly. 

Gentlemen  of  ye  Connoil;  M.  Speaker^  and  Gentlemen  of  ye  Hoose 
of  Burgesses : 

The  impending  Danger  from  ye  violent  Incursions  of  ye  French, 
their  Threats  and  Depredations,  were  ye  only  Motives  for  calling  you 
together  at  this  time.  And  ye  Lives,  Liberties,  &  Properties  of  your 
Constituents  are  in  such  imminent  Hazard,  I  did  not  in  ye  least  doubt 
but  that  you  would,  before  this,  have  strengthened  my  Hands  with  a 
proper  Supply  to  frustrate  their  malicious  Intendons,  and  especially, 
when  I  receiv'd  from  you  such  strong  and  repeated  Assurances,  that 
you  "  Were  Determined,  on  your  Parts,  to  withstand  ye  impending 
"  Danger,  &  to  persue  every  measure  in  your  Power  to  defeat  these 
"  pernicious  Designs  of  your  Enemies,"  I  thought  I  micht  reasonably 
admit  ye  pleasing  Hopes,  that  "  You  would  effectually  provide  for 
"your  Country's  Preservation,  &  convince  ye  World,  that  you  had 
"  nothing  more  at  heart  than  a  zealous  Discharge  of  your  Duty  to  ye 
"  best  of  Kings,  &  ye  sincerest  Regard  for  your  Country's  Welfare." 

How  great  then.  Gentlemen,  must  be  my  Surprize,  and  with  what 
amazenrent  must  that  Country  &  ye  World  see  such  high  Expecta- 
tions cast  down  so  low !  See  you  call'd  upon  in  ye  Day  of  your 
Country's  Distress  j  hear  you  declaring  your  knowledge  of  her  Dan- 
ger, and  professing  your  most  ardent  Zeal  for  her  Service,  and  yet 
find  these  Declarations  only  an.unavailing  Flourish  of  Words,  &  that, 
inconsistent  with  them,  &  ye  purposes  of  your  Meeting,  you  withhold 
jour  Aid,  &  thereby  leave  ye  Enemy  at  full  Liberty  to  perpetrate 
their  destructive  &  unjust  Designs. 

The  independent  Companies,  ordered  by  his  Majesty,  cloathed  & 
paid  by  him,  and  now  employed  in  your  immediate  Defence,  you 
absolutely,  by  your  Besolve  to  me,  deny  Subsistence  to,  A  thing 
unprecedented  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  where  they  have 
been  employ 'd  in  their  Defence,  from  Incursions  or  threatened  In- 
vasions.- 

I  have  my  Master's  Service,  &  ye  Safety  &  Honor  of  Virginia  so 
much  &  so  truly  at  Heart,  that  I  can  not  but  be  deeply  affected  at  a 
Conduct  so  contrary  to  her  Interest,  and  not  altogether  unconcern'd 
for  you.  Gentlemen  of  ye  House  of  Burgesses,  that  you  should  ap- 
pear in  80  bad' a  Liffht  to  bis  Majesty,  &  give  such  ill  Impressions  to 
ye  neighbouring  Colonies. 

However,  as  I  find  yon  are  determined  not  to  do  what  your  Duty 
to  his  Majesty,  &'ye  present  obvious  Danger  indispensably  require, 
I  think  it  proper,  to  avoid  aggravating  unnecessary  Ezpenccs,  parti- 

VoL.  II.— 8 
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cnlarlj  inoonTenient  at  ibis  time,  and  therefore  to  put  an  End  to 
year  CoDtinaaDce  here,  I  do  prorogue  yon  to  ye  Seventeenth  Day  of 
October  next^  A^on  are  accordingly  prorogued  to  that  Time.      ^ 


Wm.  Alexander  to  B.  Peters,  1754. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  think  I  told  yon  last  Winter  of  a  Gent  we  have  here,  very  ex- 
traordinary for  teaching  writing  in  a  Short  time  in  great  perfection. 
'Tis  M'.  Elfingston,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this ;  he  intends  to  Stay  at 
Philadelphia  Next  Winter  if  he  meets  with  Incoaragement,  and  has 
asked  of  me  to  reeommend  him  to  some  Gent  there,  I  know  of  none 
more  proper  than  M'.  Peters,  and  I  hope  he'll  pardon  the  Liberty  I 
take  in  doing  so,  as  he  is  a  promoter  of  every  thing  of  Public  use. 
The  specimens  M'.  Elfingston  will  shew  you,  sufficiently  say  what 
he  can  do,  some  of  them  are  so  surprising  that  they  almost  want  a 
Voucher  to  make  the  honesty  of  them  belived,  ihost  of  those  he  haa 
taught  here  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  know  that  their  Specimens 
were  taken  very  impartially.     I  am 

D'Sir, 
Your  Most  Humble  Scrv*, 

WM.  ALEXANDER. 
New  York,  1 

Sep'.  16%  1754.    J 

Direction, 
To  Bichard  Peters,  Esq^,  Philadelphia,  p^  M^  Elfingston. 


Extracts  op  Letter  from  James  Stevenson  to 1754. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  am  not  Certain  that  the  French  are  Concerned  in  the  late  Incur- 
sions and  Depredations  made  on  our  Country,  But  so  it  is^  that  16 
Houses  with  Bams  &  Barracks  belonging  to  them  are  burnt  Dowu 
and  Destroyed,  with  the  wheat  that  was  in  them,  their  whole  Crope, 
and  a  great  Number  of  Cattle  kiU' d. 

It  is  probable  that  if  the  people  had  not  gott  some  Intelligence  of 
iheir  Danger  the  Day  before,  they  Wonld  have  been  Massaered. 

Out  of  four  Men  that  were  together  in  a  Mill,  only  one  is  escaped 
deaY.  One  was  killed,  Scalp'd  and  most  barbarously  butchered, 
another  wounded,  a  third  missing.  Some  Indians  have  told  here  in 
Town,  that  they  had  seen  on  the  Carrying  Place,  those  Indians  who 
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bad  becD  at;  Ho6i<^,'bat  they  had  no  Prisoner,'  onlj'2  Scalps^  lo  it 
k  likely  they  bay^  kill'  and  Scalp'd  the  other  Man. 

I  am  afraid  the  French  will  Stir  up  onr  own  Indians  with  some 
Orondaz,  who  they  pretend  they  cannot  hinder,  to  keep  us  in  Con- 
stant Alarm ;  they  will  thereby  oblige  our  People  to  leave  their 
Settlements,  which  a  great  Number  have  already  done;  and  think  also, 
it  will  prevent  our  sending  Assistance  to  Ohio. 

Some  of  our  People  who  were  fled,  are  gone  back  to  thresh  ai^ 
bring  away  their  Wheat,  but  their  Summer  Grain,  Pease,  Oats  and 
Indian  Com,  are  all  Destroyed. 

I  desired  my  Son  to  give  you  a  hint  that  Lydius*  had  been  np 
amongst  the  Indians  and  procured  a  Deedf  in  behalf  of  the  Conneo- 
ticat  Government,  for  the  Lands,  or  perhaps  only  part  of  the  Lands, 
that  you  purchased  for  your  Government.  I  am  since  inforined  that 
the  &ct  is  true.  Above  80  Oneydes  are  now  in  Town.  It  is  pre- 
tended they  came  to  speak  with  the  Com'*  of  Indian  Affairs,  but  if 
my  Information  be  Bight,  they  came  down  on  a  Message  was  sent 
to  them  by  Lydius,  and  they  are  mostly  at  his  Houie.  The  Com'" 
knew  nothing  of  tbeir  coming  till  the  Interpreter  sent  Word  from 
Schenectady,  that  they  were  so  far  as  Coll*'  Johnson's  on  tbeir  Way. 
I  am  assured  by  one  of  the  Witnesses  to  the  Deed,  that  Several  of 
.ant  Mohawks  signed  ip  Lydius's  own  House,  besides,  those  that 
Signed  in  their  own  Castle. 

According  to  your  Desire,  M'.  Claus  gott*the  Map  that  you  desired 
from  Lydius,  and  I  gott  M'.  Bleeckcr  to  Copy  it,  for  which  he  charged 
forty  Shillings,  and  I  paid  him.  He  says  ho  believes  it  to  be  very 
exact,  and  M'.  Lydius  says  that  the  Original  was  made  from  an  Ex- 
act Survey  taken  by  Order  of  the  King  of  Ffrance,  I  have  sent  it 
with  this  to  the  Care  of  M*^.  William  Alexander.  I  am  with  the 
iDost  sincere  B^spect, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  Sevr*, 
JAS.  STEVENSON. 

Albany,  September  17%  1754. 

Intoned. 
James  Stevenson,  17  Sept',  1754. 


dames  Stevenson,  17  Hept',  i/o*. 
Bead  in  Council,  14  Jan'ry,  1755. 


♦  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  Ill,  112,  248,  284,  291,  298,  481. 
t  See  the  deed  on  page  147,  it  is  probably  that  alluded  to  above. 
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B.  PfiTERS  TO  Gov.  MORRISy  1754. 

Hononired  Sir : 

I  am  obliged  to  Yon  for  yoor  kind  Letter,  and  heartily  congrfttn- 
late  Yon  on  your  Arrival.  We  were  really  in  pain  for  You,  haviDg 
received  aoconnts  ot  yonr  having  left  London  in  Jane. 

Be  80  good  as  to  let  me  know  when  Yon  set  ont,  time  enough  to 
wait  on  you  at  Bmnswiek,  being'  impatient  to  make  you  a  Tender  of 
my  Services,  which  I  shall  do  with  infinite  Pleasure. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  inform  you,  that  by  our  Constitution,  the 
SherifiPs,  Assembly  Men  and  other  Officers,  are  annually  elected  on 
the  1**  8ber,  as  I  imagine  you  would  chuse  to  be  settled  in  both  year 
Governments  before  that  time,  and  your  Journey  to  Newcastle  will 
take  up  at  least  three  days.     I  am, 

Your  Honour's 
Most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 
KICHARD  PETERS. 
Philad*,  19  Sept',  1754. 
Indorsed, — Septem''  19,  1754,  Richard  Peters. 


Gov'b:  Bblcher,  of  N.  J.,  to  Gov'k  Morris,  1754.* 

S': 

I  have  Your  Honour's  Favour,  of  the  23'  Instant,  &  thank  yonr 
Care  of  my  Packet  from  M'.  Partridge,  which  mentions  my  Son's 
Appointment  to  the  Chief  Justiceship  of  Nova  Scotia,  &  I  am 
oblidg'd  to  you,  for  the  kind  Notice  you,take  of  this  Matter. 

I  congratulate  you,  S',  in  the  CommiseiSon  you  are  bonourd  with, 
for  one  of  the  best  Governments  on  the  English  Continent,  &  i>n 
your  safe  Arrival  so  far  in  your  way  to  it,  where  may  yon  long  enjoy 
it,  with  much  Health  &  with  much  Ease  in  your  Administration. 

As  you  Pass  through  this  Town  to  Pennsylvania,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  see  you  at  my  little  Cottage,  k  at  all  times  shall  take  Pleasure, 
in  Cultivating  the  best  Correspondence  with  your  Honour;  for  ad- 
vancing His  Majesty*  Honour  &  Interest,  together  with  the  welfare 
&  Prosperity  of  the  People,  whore  we  have  the  Honour  severally  to 
preside. 

My  Wife  returns  you  her  Complyments,  &  I  am^ 
S"",  Your  Honours 

Most  obedient  & 
Most  humble 
Servant, 
J.  BELCHER. 
Elizabeth  Town,  (N.  J.) 
Sept^  25, 1754. 
L.  Gov'.  Morris. 
IndoTKd.—^e^  25, 1754,  Gov'.  Belcher. 
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Oborgb  Croghan  to  latb  Govbrnob  Hamilton,  1754. 

Sep*',  y  27%  1754. 
Hay  iU  Plese  jour  Honour : 

Soenoe  M^  Wiser  Left  this,  ed  Indian  of  the  Six  Nations,  Named 
berall,  kill"^  one  Joseph  Gampble,  an  Indian  Treader,  at  y  house  of 
oue  Antonej  Tomaons,  att  y  foott  of  the  Tuskerrora  Valley,  Near 
Peraalls  knab,  as  Soon  as  I  heard  itt  I  went  Down  to  Tomsons,  and 
tack  Several  of  y*  Oheefs  of  y*  Indians  with  me,  where  I  meett 
Will :  Maxwell,  Esq'.,  y«  Indian  had  Made  his  Escape  before  I  gott 
there ;  I  tuck  the  quaiafyoations  of  y«  Persons  that  was  present  att 
the  Murder  and  Deliver^  them  to  M'.  Maxwell,  to.be  sent  toy* 
honour,  with  a  Speech  made  by  y*  Oheeffs  of  the  Indians,  on  that 
ocation,  which  I  Supose  y'  honour  has  Received. 

I  have  hard  many  aoouuts  from  Ohio  Sconce  M'.  Wiser  Left  this, 
all  which  agree  that  y*  French  lias  Received  a  Rainforoement  of 
Men  and  Provisions  from  Canaday,  to  y«  fort  in  purtickior ;  yestcr* 
day  an  Indian  Return'  hear,  whome  I  had  sent  to  y*  fort  for  IntiUi- 
gence,  he  Confirms  y*'  above  acounts,  and  further  says,  there  was 
about  60  French  Indians  Came  there  while  he  was  there,  -and  they 
Expected  better  than  200  more  Every  Day;  he  says  that  y  French 
Designs  to  Send  those  Indians  with  Some  French  in  Several  partys 
to  anoy  y  back  Settlements,  which  y*  French  says,  will  putt  a  Stop 
to  any  English  forses  marching  out  this  Ml  to  atack  them ;  this 
Indian  Ijtkewise  says,  that  y«  French  will  Do  there  Indavor  to 
have  y''  half  king  Sarvnte,  Cap^  Montour  and  my  self  kilH  this 
&11;  this  Indian,  I  think,  is  to  be  blev',  if  there  Can  be  any  Grea- 
dett  given  to  what  an  Indian  Sayes ;  he  presis  me  Strongly  to  Lave 
this  plaee  and  nott  live  in  any  of  y*  back  parts,  thb  Schame  of 
Sending  Several  partys  to  annoy  y'  back  Settlements  Seems  so 
Like  a  peioe  of  French  polisey  that  I  Cant  help  thinking  itt  tme. 
I  hear  from  Coll.  Innes,  that  for  Cartian,  there  has  been  Some 
French  Indians  att  thire  Camp,  at  Wills  Creek,  and  fire*  on  y* 
Centrey  in  y*  Dead  time  of  Night,  if  y*  French  Prosecute  this 
Schame  I  dont  know  what  will  become  of  y«  back  parts  of  Cumber- 
land County  which  Lays  quite  Nacked,  y  back  parts  of  Virginia 
and  Mareyland  is  cover'  by  y*  English  Camp,  So  that  most  of  the 
Inhabitence  thare  are  Safe.  I  wold  have  wrote  to  y  honour  before 
Now  on  this  head,  only  Weated  y*  Return  of  this  Indian  Mesinger, 
whose  acount  I  Realy  think  is  to  be  depended  on;  the  Indians  hear 
Seems  Very  nnescy  att  thire  Long  Stay,  as  they  have  heard  Nothing 
fromy*  Oovemor  of  Yerginia  nor  y  honour  Sconce  M'.  Wiser  went 
away,  nor  Do  they  See  y*  English  makeing  any  Preperations  to  atack 
V  French,  which  Seems  to  give  them  a  greatt  Dale  of  Concern.  I 
believe  Several  of  the  Indians  will  Soon  go  to  y*  Six  Nation  Cun- 
trey,  and  then  I  Supose  y  Rest  will  be  oblidg*  to  fall  in  with  y? 
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French  if  this  hapens,  then  all  those  back  Settlements  will  be  Left 
to.T*  Aferpj  of  an  oatreagoss  Enemy. 

I  beg  y  honours  panion  for  monshoning  those  Conseqaenoes, 
which  must  Gertiaaljr  atend  y*  Slow  moshens  of  j*  English  govem- 
mentSy  as  they  are  well  known  to  y"  honoar  unready,  and  that  I  am 
Scencable  y'  honour  had  Don  all  in  y'  power  for  y*  Securetj  o^ 
HiQie  parta.  I  hope  as  Soon  as  his  honour,  Qo?emor  Morria,  is  a 
Bived  I  Shall  hear  what  is  to  be  Don  with  those  Indians^  for  I  a 
Shore  y  honour  itt  will  nott  be  in  my  power  to  keep  them  together 
mncb  Longa/. 

I  am  y*  honours  most  humble 

and  most  obeedent 
Serrant, 

GEO  :  CBOOHAN. 

Angbicky  old.  town. 
Indoned, 

M'.  Croghan's  Letter,  Aushwick,  Sept .  27<^,  1754,  Relating  to  a 
murder  committed  by  an  Indian  named  Israels^  &  to  y*  Designs  of 
y«  French  on  y*  back  Settlements. 

Bead  in  Council^  14  8bcr,  1754  * 


Daniel  Claus  to  lats  Gov.  IIahilton,  1754. 
Honoured  Sir : 

I  reoeivd  the  favour  of  yours,  the  13^  inst^,  with  a  Letter  indosed 
to  OoP.  Johnson,  one  to  Henry,  and  a  Passport,  the  Colonels  Letter 
I  immediately  delivered.  I  informd  htm  also,  of  what  your  Honoar 
told  me,  concerning  the  Jensing,f  that  you  had  heard  of  Israel  Bern- 
pertoo,  of  its  being  bought  up  again,  &  desired  me  to  remember  yoa 
of  writing  to  the  Gol^  abt.  it,  but  as  I  understand  you  made  no 
mention  of  it  in  the  last,  I  immagine  he  would  be  ^ad  to  .have  an 
aoeo*.  of  its  Certainty,  as  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  him,  to 
send  the  paroell,  lying  at  his  house,  with  the  First  Vessel  to 
Market 

The  first  piece  of  News  the  Ool^  was  pleasd  to  acquaint  me  wilfa, 
h  at  the  same  Time  desired  me  to  give  your  Honour  some  Intelli- 
flcnce,  off  which  he  would  have  done  himself,  did  not  some  pressant 
Business  call  him  from  home.  Was  the  Viliianous  Scheme,  John 
liditts,  of  Albany  engaged  in,  to  serve  the  Connecticut  People  in 
buying  the  Lands  at  Susquehanna,  the  said  Province  was  contriving 
to  buy  of  the  6  Nations  this  year  passed,  and  that  after  the  sum  of 
1500  Dollars  being  put  in  his  Hands,  as  appears  by  a  Letter  fiom 

*  Marked  read  Oct.  14,  in  Council,  when  GoTcrnop  Morris  was  present — 
he  arrived  about  the  3d.  Got.  H.  having  presided  at  the  meeting  on  the  8d, 
and  his  Commission,  Ac.,  was  published  at  the  Court  Housei  See  Col.  Rco. 
Vol  VI.  p.  148-140.  f  Genseag,  probaWy.     • 
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Cupl".  Jew  to  Col.  Johnson,  he  went  in  the  following  clandostina 
manner  to  work,  and  with  tempting  the  lod".  he  could  prevail  upon, 
with  the  Plenty  of  Duliara,  got  the  following  subaeriptionB  to  hia 
Deed,  via : 

Gahikdote,  alias  Grote  Yoange,  the  Head  of  y*  Senekera, 
Atdnovgbiata,  alias  y*  Bant,  &  Canataiagaye,  2  Onontaga;;  those 
he  got  yet  after  the  Treaty  was  oyer,  &  the  Commissionera  gone } 
ahppose  when  they  were  drunk.  Afterwards,  hfi*  under  a  vain  Pre* 
t^noe,  took  a  Ride  to  Canajochery,  aa  he  told  me  himself,  when  I 
askd  for  the  Map  of  Grown  point  to  get  a  Copy  off,  that  he  had 
been  there  to  buy  a  Span  of  Horses,  and  by  laying  dowu  the  Bag  of 
Dollars,  bad,  Abraham,  NiekaS;  Hendricks  Brothers,  and  Tarra* 
ghioris,  to  sign. 

Then  he  passd  in  his  Way  home,  the  lower  Mohawk  Castle,  & 
invited  4  of  the  Sachems  to  his  house,  ab^  some  Business  he  had  to 
propose  to  them,  and  when  they  came  there,  he  calld  one  after 
another  in  a  Room  by  himself,  &  laid  tbe  Deed  before  them,  & 
shewed  the  Subscriptions  of  the  other  Nations,  &  by  many  false  per- 
Boasions,  with  the  offer  of  20  Dollars  each,  brought  them  to  sign 
their  Names,  which  are  Tsistarare,  Canadagaye,  Sotsikowano,  & 
Oaweghnog.  H-e  also  gaye  a  Call  to  the  Oneidoes,  &  accordingly,  a 
good  Many  of  them  who  were  absent  at  the  Treaty  came  down,, 
when  Lidins  treated  them  plentifully  with  Victuals  and  Brink,  & 
then  laid  300  DoHars  before  them,  siting  that  with  this  he  only 
would  acquaint  them  with  his  Intent,  &  thiat  if  they  would  consent 
to  his  Proposals,  he  would  deliver  them  400  p'*.  more.  When  after*, 
wards,  they  went  off,  and  as  they  in  their  Return  told  CoK  Johnson, 
without  signing,  but  that  would  first  consider  ab^  it.  He  then  askd 
them,  if  they  did  not  think  this  a  yery  dishonest  &  dirty  action  of 
lidins,  &  if  they,  was  not  sensible  what  .ill  Consequenees  between 
the  Province  of  Conneticut  &  Pennsylvania  would  happen,  whkb 
latter,  had  long  ago  the  Promise  of  Pre-emtion  of  those  l^mds  fh>m 
the  five  Nations,  &  that  he  would  not  take  his  House  full  of  Money 
to  engage  in  so  wrong  a  Thing.  They  seemed  to  be  ooncwned  ab^ 
it,  bui  bad  nothii^  else  to  reply,  but  that  the  Subscription  of  the 
oUier  Nations,  &  Temptation  of  the  Money,  brought  them  to  con- 
sent The  Night  afore  last,  Canudagaye^  one  of  the  Mohawks  which 
gigod  y*  Deed,  lodged  at  CoP.  Johnsons,  when  after  Supper  he  was 
c«Ued  up,  &  a  little  while  after,  the  CoK  in  my  presence,  began  abt. 
the  same  Affiiir,  &  ^ly  ambly  cleard.  up  to  him  the  Villanons  & 
dishonest  Proceedings  of  Lidius,  and  how  it  would  lessen  the  Ciedit 
of  the  6  Nations,  who  not  only  many  Years  ago,  but  by  Treaties 
held  a  few  years. since,  yea,  in  the  very  last  Treaty  at  Albany,  pro- 
laisd  the  Pre-emtion  of  the  same  Lands  to  Ones,  and  to  none  else,  as 
they  were  in  his  Bounds,. &  in  case  the  New  England  People  was  to 
get  'em  now,  they  immediately  would  settle  there,  &  drive  the  Ind". 
from  their  best  land,  which  Onas  would  not  have  done,  &c.  The 
Indian  was  quite  stunnd^  &  after  a  little  Pause,  said,  that  when 
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Liclins  called  him  in,  hJ9  argued  with  LidiaSy  that  he  shoald  have 
proposed  the  thing  at  the  last  Treaty,  when  all  the  Nations  was 
present,  he  therefore  must  suspect  something  hj  it,  hut  Lidias  made 
a  great  manj  vain  Excuses,  &  told  him  the  Lands  were  in  Ohio,  & 
shewed  the  Suhscriptions  of  the  Best,  who  he  said  had  nothing 
against  it.  The  Indian  added  himself,  how  he  helievd  Lidias  was 
a  very  bad  Man,  who  liked  the  French  better  then  the  EnglishT'and 
as  he  supposed,  undertook  this,  chiefly  to  set  the  two  Provinces 
against  one  another,  that  the  French  might  be  the  less  hindred  in 
their  Undertakings.  I  heard  Col^  Johnson  give  Lidius  the  Character 
of  a  very  dangerous  Person  in  any  Province,  as  he  was  certain  of 
his  being  a  Roman  CatoHck,  having  heard  it  of  a  Frenchmen,  who 
was  in  Church  in  Canada,  when  he  made  his  Confession  to  the 
Priest,  &  would  doubt,  whether  Lidius  woud  take  the  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance or  no. 

To  give  your  Honour  an  Acc^  of  all  the  false  and  unjust  Stories  the 
French  spread  among  the  6  Nations,  abt.  Washington's  Defeat,  would 
take  more  then  one  sheat ;  the  only  Remedy  for  the  English  to  convince 
the  Ind*.  of  the  Contrary,  will  be,  to  shew  them  that  they  can  do  more 
by  Strength,  then  the  French  with  their  idle  stories ;  but  the  sooner 
the  better,  otherways  the  French  will  gain  so  much  by,  as  to  get  all 
the  Indians  in  their  Alliance,  which  then  may  prove  a  retj  hard 
Task  to  get  the  better  of  em,  in  particular  as  there  is  a  Confirmed 
Ace*,  of  a  great  many  of  the  6  Nations  being  gone  lately  to  Canada, 
notwithstanding  the  Commissioners  thought  to  have  stopd  em  fnm 
going,  but  they  neither  fear  nor  Regard  them,  &  by  what  I  under- 
stood by  y«  Interpreter,  many  of  them,  resolvd  not  to  listen  to  what 
was  desired  or  sent  to  them  by  .the  Com".,  but  that  their  fire  was 
burning  at  CoP.  Johnsons.  The  last  Treaty  of  Pease  they  made 
with  the  French  Ind*.,  seems  quite  odd  and  unnationol,  as  they  used 
the  Terms,  that  in  case  a  War  shoud  brake  out,  they  would  refuse 
acting,  neither  should  they  listen,  if  the  King  of  France  would  desire 
their  assistance,  when  they  came  to  the  Mohawks,  thev  had  their 
Joke  abt.  it,  &  calld  em  fools;  by  what  I  understond,  their  real 
Scheme  was,  to  draw  the  Mohawks  with  them,  and  actually  pre- 
vailed upon  several  fomilies  to  go  along. 

Henry  expects  me  every  Day,  &  shall  take  the  first  opportunity 
I  can  get,  to  set  off  for  his  Castle.  My  Letter  to  the  Hon"«  Proprie- 
taries,  will  come  with  the  next.  In  the  meariWhile,  I  am,  with  my 
numble  Respect  to  the  Gov. 

Sir,  Your  very  humblo 

Servant, 

DAN.  CLAUS.* 
1^.?*  S-r-There  is  some  Report  here  of  a  fresh  Engagement,  at 
Uhio.     I  wonder  if  there  is  any  Certainty  in  it. 
»ece*.  by  Post,  8ber,  1764. 

1764.^»^  ^**'    ^'  ^^  probably  late  in  Sept,  as  it  is  marked  "  rec'd  Oct  8, 
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(Copy.)  Gov,  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwiddib  of  Virg'a,  1764. 

I  hare  choeeo  to  give  yoa  tliig  oarlieAt  Intelligenoe  of  my  haying 
taken  upon  me  je  Goyerumcnt  of  this  ProTinoe^*  thereby  to  oonvinoa 
joa  of  ye  particnlar  Begard  &  ye  hearty  desire  I  have  of  continoiog 
thii  friendly  Correspondence  which  was  carryd  on  between  you  & 
the  late  Gov'»  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  Su'sist  among  his 
Majesty's  servanU  on  this  Contin^,  ye  likeliest  Method  of  promoting 
ye  Glory  &  Interest  of  His  Majesty,  &  ye  Welfare  of  ye  several  Pro* 
viooea.  A  Confidence  in  each  other  is  ye  sorest  &  only  Basis  of  an 
Union  of  Councils,  &  I  shall,  therefore,  make  bold  on  every  occasion 
to  acquaint  you  with  whatever  Steps  I  shall  take  for  ye  Publidc 
Service,  and  shall  always  shew  yp  utmost  Begard  to  any  Bemarks  or 
luprovements  you  shall  please  to  communicate  on  them. 

I  have  rec'd  Advices  from  Aughwick,  which  say  y<  all  their  Ad- 
vices from  Ohio  agree  yt  ye  French  have  reo'd  a  Beinforoement  of 
Men  k  Provisions  at  ye  fort  of  Partuklor;  y*  an  Indian  sent  thither 
reports  y*  60  French  Indians  arrived  while  Ho  was  there ;  y'  they 
expected  200  more,  &  y'  they  Designed  to  send  them  out  in  Parties 
to  disturb  our  Back  settlements  as  ye  likeliest  method  to  prevent  our 
marching  out  to  attack  them. 

That  our  Indians  seem  very  uneasy  at  our  making  no  preparations 
to  attack  ye  French ;  y^  some  of  them  are  preparing  to  go  to  ye  sis 
Natioos  Country,  &  y<  ye  rest  he  fears  will  be  obliged  to  &11  in  with 
je  Enemy. 

I  have  likewise  had  late  Ace*  from  Pazton,  Oct.  ye  5th,  y*  on  ye 
4th  ye  Half  King  died  there,  &  y*  his  Friends  impute  his  Death  to 
Fienoh  Witchcraft,  &  seem  very  eager  to  Bevenge  it.  But  this 
last  article  being  only  from  a  Trader  there,  is  not  much  to  be  de- 
pended on. 

I  un  much  obliged  to  you  for  y'  Comp^  by  Gk>v'  Hamilton,  &  do 
aaaare  you  I  shall  let  slip  no  opportunity  of  convincing  you  how 
much 

I  am,  S' 

Y'  most  obed»* 

Humw  Ser»*. 

Directed, — Gov'  Dinwiddle. 

*  On  Oct.  3d,l764.  *  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  148-6. 
8* 
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John  Harris  to  latb  Gov.  Hamilton,  1754. 

May  it  please  your  Honour : 

At  the  Earnest  Request  of  Monacatootha,  (one  of  tbe  Chiefe  of 
the  Six  Nations,)  I  take  this  opportunity  to  Inform  your  Honour  of 
the  death  of  the  half  King,  who  departed  this  Life  last  night;  there 
b  about  Twenty  Indians  here,  who  waits  to  See  him  buried,  and  then 
Intends  for  Aughwick  Immediately ;  he  likewise  desired  that  the 
melancholy  news  might  be  forwarded,  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  to 
his  honour  the  Oovernor  of  Virginia.  Those  Indians  that  are  here 
blame  the  French  for  his  death,  by  bewitching  him,  as  th^^y  had  a 
Oonjurer  to  inquire  into  the  Cause  a  few  days  Mfore  he  died,  and  it 
is  his  opinion,  together  with  his  Relations,  that  the  French  have 
been  the  cause  <^  their  great  Man's  death,  by  reason  of  his  Striking 
them  lately,  for  which  they  seem  to  threaten  immediate  Revenge, 
and  desired  me  to  let  it  be  known.  All  the  Indians  that  are  here 
are  in  great  trouble,  especially  his  Relations.  I  have  sent  an  account 
to  Conrad  Wiser  at  Shawmokin,  this  Day,  who  I  expect  will  be 
down  upon  Notice.  I  humbly  presume  that  his  death  is  a  very  great 
loss,  especially  at  this  Critical  Time. 

I  am  your  Honour's 

most  obedient  and 

most  h'ble  Serv*. 

JOHN  HARRIS.* 

Paxton,  October  5th,  1754. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Hamilton,  Esq% 

Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  the 

Province  of  Pennsylvania. — Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Shirley's  Instructions,  1754. 

George  R. : 

Whereas  Wc  have  thought  fit  to  raise  a  Regiment  of  Foot  under 
your  Command,  for  the  Service  &  Defence  of  our  Provinces  in  Ame- 
rica, which  is  to  consist  of  Ten  Companies,  of  four  Serjeants,  four  Cor- 
porals, two  Drummers,  and  one  hundred  Effective  Private  Men  in 
each  Company,  besides  Commission  Officers ;  These  are  to  Authorize 
you  by  Beat  of  Drum  or  otherwise,  to  raise  so  many  Voluntiers,  in 
any  of  our  Provinces  in  America,  as  shall  be  wanting  to  compleat 
the  said  Regiment  to  the  above-mentioned  numbers.  And  all  Magis- 
trates, Justices  of  the  Peace,  Constables,  &  other  our  Officers  whom 

*  The  Governor  alludes  to  another  Letter,  giving  also  an  aeconnt  of  the 
death  of  the  Half  King  from  Mr.  H.,  dated  Oct  2<Jtb,  which  will  be  found 
in  Colonial  Records,  Vol.  VI.  p.  184. 
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ii  nmy  ooneeni,  ire  hereby  required  to  be  AMiBting  tmto  yo«  is  po- 
vidiDg  Quarters,  in  pressing  Giirriages,  &  otherwise,  as  there  sbali  btf 
Ooeasioo.  And  we  do  hereby  further  direct,  that  this  our  Order, 
fifaali  ronaia  ia  fotoe  for  twelve  months  from  the  date  hereof^  &  no 
longer. 

Given  at  our  Court,  at  Kensington,  this  7th  day  of  OctO';  1764;  itt 
the  twenty-eighth  year  of  our  fl^ign. 

By  His  Majesty's  Command. 

H.  POX. 
To  our  Trusty  &  well-beloved  William  Shirley,  fisq%  Colonel  of  oae 
of  our  Regim'*  of  foot  to  be  forthwith  rais'd  for  the  Service  &  de- 
fence of  oor  Provinces  in  America,  or  to  Che  Officer  of  Offioen 
appointed  by  you  to  raise  Voluntiers  for  our  s*  Regiment 

A  true  Copy,        W.  SHIBLET. 


To  Lientaiant  PhXp  Qodfricl  Kast: 

By  Virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Royal  Pleasure,  &  the  within  written 
Aatbority  thereby  to  me  giv^en,  1  do  hereby  appoint  you  to  be  an 
Officer  for  inlisting  Voluntiers  for  oompleating  the  within  mentioned 
Regiment,  now  raising  under  my  Command,  within  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Provinces  in  North  America. 

Qiven  under  my  Hand  at  Boston,  the  26^  Day  of  December,  1754. 

W.  SHIRLEY. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Db  Lancet,  1754. 

Copy. 

Phil^  Ocfc^  10*^  1754. 
Permit  me  to  acquaint  you  j*  I  ha?e  taken  upon  me  y*  Qovem- 
ment  of  this  Promce,  &  shall  be  glad  on  all  occasions  to  promote 
his  Majesty's  Service,  &  y*  general  Interest  of  y*  Colonys,  &  as 
nothing  will  more  contribute  to  that  End  than  an  Union  of  Coun- 
cils and  a  good  Correspondenciir  between  y*  several  Goyernors,  yoi» 
will  allow  me  to  communicate  to  you,  from  time  to  time,  y"  several 
steps  I  shall  take  fory'  Public  Service^  upon  which  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  give  me  your  thoughts,  which  I  shall  ever  pay  a  great 

Trd  to. 
have  accounts  from  Paxton  of  y*  Death  of  y  Half  King,  i^ 
Chief  of  y«  Indians,*  his  Friends,  il  seems,  attribute  his  death  to 
French  witchcraft,  &  threaten  revenge,  but  this  being  only  y*  opin- 
ion of  an  Indian  Trader,  is  not  to  be  depended  on. 

*  See  page  178,  and  also  CoL  Ree.  Yol.  VI.,  p.  184. 
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I  have  only  to  recommend  my  Nephew  to  y  CountenaElioe  &  Fro- 
tectioD,  &  to  aasare  yoa  that  I  am,  S', 

Y'  most  Obed*  Hum*»«  Ser'* 

KOBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Gov'.  De  Lancey. 
Jndoned, 

To  Oov.  DelaDcey  To  Doiify  Got'.  Morris's,  taking  on  him  y*> 
GoTemment  of  y*  Pro?inoe  of  Pens^'^  &  an  Aoo*  of  ye  Death  of 
y  Half  King. 

Oct.  10%  1754. 


Late  Gov.  Thomas  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Antigua,  Oct*'.  15%  1754. 
D'Sir: 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  heard  of  Your  Appointment,  of 
Yonr  Health  at  Madera,  and  of  Year  having  so  near  reached  Year 
Port,  from  whence  I  oonclade  that  I  may  congratulate  Yon  on  Your 
safe  Arrival  in  Pennsylvania.  You  are  fallen  into  a  very  trouble- 
some time,  &  will  meet  with  great  opposition ;  but  I  hope,  for  the 
honour  of  the  English  Name  and  the  general  security  of  the  Colo- 
nys,  that  Fou.will  carry  your  point.  But  be  that  as  it  will,  I  am 
shure  You  will  gain  Honour  in  the  pursuit.  You  have  now  ffot  some 
Neighbours  that  will  be  very  troublesome  to  You,  if  You  let  them 
rest.  You  must  either  drive  them  back  to  their  Lakes,  or  they  will 
drive  You  into  the  Sea.  They  want  a  good  Port  upon  that  Sea; 
and  if  the  Northern  Colonys  do  not  speedily  unite,  and  prosecute 
the  Affairs  with  vigour,  they  will  carry  their  point 

As  to  my  self  I  enjoy  a  good  state  of  Health,  I  am  well  with  all 
the  Islands  in  my  Government,  and  live  in  perfect  Amity  with  every 
Individual  in  them.  I  am  uneasy,  however,  under  the  apprehen« 
sion  that  the  North  American  War  may  become  general.  We  are 
here  by  no  means  prepared  for  it,  nor  are  wo  in  circumstances  to  put 
oaraelves  into  a  proper  posture  of  Defence.  Our  Government  has 
its  hands  full,  and  labours  under  a  Debt  of  Eighty  Millions.  Bat 
God  is  above  all. 

M".  Thomas  &  my  Daughters  join  in  Compliments  to  Yo%  and 
Your  Commands  will  be  at  all  times  agreeable  to 
D'.  Sir,         Your  most  obedient, 

&  most  humb^«  Serv*, 

GEO :  THOMAS.* 

The  Hon*»«  Bob*.  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 
Indorsed. 

Letter  from  OoU.  Thomas,  Oc'.  15, 1754,  Antigua. 

*  Got.  Hamilton  having  resigned,  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  late  Chief  Jas- 
tice  of  N^w  Jersey,  succeeds  him.  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  YL,  p.  148.  The 
foregoing  letter  is  from  the  former  Gov.  Thomas. 
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Gov.  SfliBLBT  TO  Gov.  MOEBIS,  1754, 

Boston,  October  21**,  1754. 
Dear  Sir, 

M^  FraDklin  hath  deliver'd  me  the  favour  of  your  Letter,  toge- 
ther with  one  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  for  your  care  of  which, 
and  the  pleasure  yonr  own  gave  me,  I  am  much  obliged  to  you ;  and 
finding  by  last  Week's  Prints  that  you  was  arriv'd  within  your  €k>- 
Temm%  I  take  the  first  Opportunity  of  congratulating  you  upon  it, 
and  wishing  you  an  Easy  and  Happy  Administration.  If  it  is  not  a 
Riccessful  one  for  the  Publick,  I  am  satisfy'd  it  will  be  the  People's 
fault. 

I  experienc'd  too  much,  whilst  I  was  in  Europe  last,  the  Spirit 
w^i*  yea  observe  still  prevails  at  home ;  But  the  letter  I  received 
from  Sir  Thomas  Bobinson  was  a  very  encouraging  one,  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  at  least  to  flatter  myself  with  hopes  of  better  things 
firom  them. 

I  have  no  leaf  in  my  book  for  managing  a  Quaker  Assembly,  If 
I  had,  it  should  be  at  your  Service.  Your  predecessor,  M'.  Hamil- 
ton, to  whom  I  would  beg  ihT  favour  of  you  to  make  my  Com- 
plim**,  will  give  you  a  better  insight  into  the  Light  within  them, 
than  I  can  pretend  to  do. 

The  Best  Advice  I  can  give  you,  is  to  lose  no  time  for  promoting 
the  Plan  of  an  Union  of  the  Colonies  for  their  mutual  Defence  to 
be  concerted  at  home,  and  establish'd  by  Act  of  Parliam^,  as  soon 
as  is  possible.  The  proceedings  of  the  Comm**  at  Albany,  from  the 
geneml  Govemm**,  will  shew  you  the  necessity  of  it.  I  am  labour- 
ing this  point,  totis  viribus ;  It  would  ease  you  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Burthen,  your  Govemm'  may  probably  bring  upon  you  otherwise, 
in  the  managem^  of  Military  and  Indian  Affairs. 

I  have  one  thing  to  mention  to  you,  w**  I  own  gives  me  some  sur- 
prise; I  had,  at  the  desire  of  the  Council,  wrote  to  M^  De  Lancey 
to  know,  whether  there  was  any  foundation  for  the  report  that  the 
Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs,  at  Albany,  had  made  a  Treaty  of 
Neutrality  for  the  Oovemm*  of  New  York  with  the  Caffuawaga  In- 
dians, and  I  find  by  his  answer  to  me  that  it  is  so ;  but  he  intimates 
that  it  is  made  for  all  the  Colonies.  I  am  to  have  Copies  from  him 
of  all  Papers  relating  to  it.  If  a  neutrality  is  concluded  for  this 
Govemm^  with  those  Indians,  it  is  what  was  a  Bead  Secret  to  us  be- 
fore, I  believe  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  thb  Oovemm^ 
if  the  Treaty  had  been  transacted  by  the  Commissioners  from  the 
Colonies,  when  at  Albany.  I  am  perswaded  we  shall  never  intrust 
the  care  of  any  of  Our  Interests  with  the  Comm'*  of  Indian  Afiairs 
at  Albany. 

I  shall  take  a  great  Pleasure  in  maintaining  a  strict  Correspon- 
dence with  you,  both  Publick  and  Private;  am  obliged  to  you  for 
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fcbe  Expreesions  of  your  friendship  to  my  family,  and  there  is  no 
person' who  more  sinoerely  desires  to  have  it  in  ms  Power  to  give 
yon  proofs  of  a  real  Esteem  and  friendship  for  yon,  thauj 
Dear  Sir, 

Yonr  moat  fiiithful. 

Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIBLEY. 

P.  8.  Be  pleas'd  to  make  my  Complim**  to  Gov'  Tinker. 

I  will  send  yon  a  eopy  of  my  Conference  with  the  Eastern  Indians 
by  M'.  Franklin,  with  whom  I  shall  have  the  Pleasure  of  drinking 
your  health  to  day  at  the  Province  House. 
Indorsed. 

Gov'  Shirley— That  Delancey,  in  his  letter,  Had  Owned  that  a 
treaty  of  Neutrality  was  concluded  w«*  the  Cognawaga's  by  the  Go- 
vemm^  of  N.  York,  recommending  to  me  to  press  the  Union  of  the 
Colonies. 

Octo'  21, 1754. 


Gov.  Bblchbr  to  "Gov.  Mokris,  1754. 

Sir, 

It  was  but  yesterday,  that  I  received  your  Honour^s  F&vour,  of 
the  13  Cun*,  so  irregular  is  the  Post,  &  often  carries  my  Letters  to 
N.  York,  &  which  may  sometimes  prove  very  injurious  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Service,  and  this  I  shall  represent  to  M'.  Franklin. 

I  afresh  congratulate  your  Honour,  in  taking  Possession  of  the 
fine  Government,  to  which  you  have  been  appointed. 

It  is  more  than  eighteen  years  since  I  have  been  under  His  pre- 
sent Majesty's  Commissions,  for  three  several  Governments,  in  all 
which  Time  I  have  taken  much  Pleasure  in  remembring  that '  excel- 
lent old  Maxim  of,  a  Deo  Lex,  a  Lege  Rex ;  in  the  Observation 
whereof,  His  Majesty  has  greatly  honoured  Himself,  as  well  as 
endeared  himself  to  His  People,  for  the  greatest  Prince  will  find 
himself  most  easy,  while  he  makes  the  Laws  of  God  &  Man,  the 
liule  of  his  Government. 

And  will  you  allow  me,  S',  to  tell  you  an  old  Story  of  Oraisus,  one 
of  the  Grecian  Emperours,  &c.,  of  SUon,  the  wise  Man  of  Greece  at 
that  Time,  the  Emperour  ask'd  Solan  to  write  him  a  Book  of  In- 
structions, for  his  Conduct  in  his  Government,  which  Sobn  took 
some  Considerable  time  to  do,  &  then  brought  the  Emperour  a  large 
Folio,  in  answer  to  his  Direction,  in  every  Page  whereof,  was  writtea 
in  Capitals,  only  the  Word,  MODERATION;  in  the  Observance 
wJbereof,  I  believe  no  Prince  or  Govemour,  ever  found  Beason  to 
repent;  after  saying  these  things,  I  ogain  assure  you^  that  I  shall 
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viih  great  AUoritji  evltivMe  the  best  GorrespondeQOO)  with  joor 
fioBOury  for  His  Majesty's  Service  &  Interest,  &  in  any  thing  thai 
may  lie  in  my  Pover,  for  yonr  Ease  in  your  Administration,  &  thiui 
I  remain. 
Sir, 

Your  Honoor's  most 

Obedient  &  most 

Humble  Servant, 

J.  BELCHER. 
Eliaibeth  Town,  (N.J.) 
Oct.  24, 1754. 

L  Qov'  Morris. 


Address  to  Gov.  Morris  from  Lutheran  CHURcnES,  1754. 

May  it  please  Your  Hononr, 

We,  His  Maj'^  most  dutiful!  and  loyal  Subjects,  the  vnited  Evan*^ 
gelical  Ministres  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Province  of  Pensil* 
vania,  beg  leave,  humbly,  to  congratulate  Your  Honour  to  your 
happy  Promotion  to  the  Government  of  this  Province  of  Pensilvania. 
We  ciMinot  but  be  persuaded  as  well  from  the  great  Talents^  whicli 
a  fayouruble  Nature  hath  bestowed  upon  Your  Honour^  as  also  from 
the  just  Administration  of  your  former  weighty  Office,  that  this  Pro*. 
viooe  is  happy,' in  particolar  in  those  Critical  and  troablesome  Timea 
to  have  aijich  an  able  Subject  at  the  Helm  of  the  Government,  and 
therefore  we  wish  and  pray  to  God,  that  He  will  graciously  Support^ 
Strengthen,  and  assist  Your  Honour  in  the  Administration  of  Your 
Goavernement,  that  He  will  incline  the  Hearts  of  the  other  Mem* 
hres  of  the  Legislature  to  concurr  and  assist  in  all  what  your  Wisn 
dom  shall  devise  and  project  for  the  Savety  and  Wellfare  of  this. 
Province,  and  that  He  will  crown  all  your  Endeaveors  with  Success, 
We  further  make  bold,  to  recomend  to  Your  Honour  the  Churches 
and  Congregations  comitted  to  our  Spiritual  Care,  and  humbly  be- 
seech Your  Honour  to  Protect  us  in  our  Liberties  and  Priviledges. 
And  whereas,  we  and   our  Congregations,  and  consequently  His 
Maj)^  good  and  loytfll  Subjects  are  very  much  disturbed,  and  the 
KiDg9  as  well  as  the  Churches  Peace  broken  by  such  Vagabonds,  as 
from  Time  to  Time  are  brought  into  the  Province  by  the  Newland^ 
era,  who  pretend  to  be  Preachers  but  are  inordinate,  vicious  persons, 
whom  the  Newlanders  make  use  of  abroad  to  persuade  the  People, 
to  inlist,  and  tell  them  that  here  they  could  be  Ministers,  which 
persons  corrupt  the  Morals  of  People  and  make  great  disturbances 
drawing  disorderly  People  after  them;  which  in  the  End  will  tend 
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to  aa  entyre  oversettiiig  of  all  orderly  MiniaterB  and  introduce  Bar- 
barism, Ignorance  and  immorality,  which  will  be  greatly  detrimental 
to  the  Public.  Therefore  we  humbly  |»ay  your  Honour,  that  if 
any  means  be  possible,  to  remedy  and  prevent^for  the  Future  Such 
Mischief,  that  Your  Honour  might  be  pleased,  to  apply  such  means, 
as  Your  Wisdom  will  Suggest.  And  we  promise  on  our  Part,  that 
we  Shall  do  our  best  Endeavors  to  keep  Peace  and  good  Ordres  in 
our  Congregations,  and  to  pray  constantly  for  Your  Honours  aa  well 
as  the  whole  Country's  Welfare^  remaining  allwaya 
Your  Honours 

most  humble  and  obedient  Serrants, 
the  vnited  Evangelical  Ministers  of 
the  Lutheran  Church. 


Ministers  of  Lutheran  Church  to  Qov.  Morris,  1754. 

y iro  Illustrissimo : 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Augustissimi  ac  Potentissimi  Magnse  Brit- 
tanisB  llegis  Gubernatori  Reipublicse,  quae  est  in  Pensilvania  et  ia 
comitatibus  adiacentibas,  dignissimo 
S.  P.  D. 
Collegium  Yerbi  Divini  ministrorum  evangelico-Lutheranorum. 

Itinere  ez  Anglia  in  Pensilvaniam  Divina  favente  gratia  felioiter 
peracto,  nunc  Yir  illustrissimo,  virilitcr  subis  munxisillud  amplissxmam 
pariter  ao  difficile,  ad  quod  Te  Bex  noster  Clementissimus,  quern  ad 
scros  vsque  annos  Deus  servet,  cum  ex  Sue  in  Te  Favore  stngulari^ 
tum  pro  Tuis  in  Bempublicam  meritis,  non  dubitavit  evehere.  Qua 
de  re  nisi  loetaremer  Tibique  ea  qua  par  est,  Submissione  gratulare- 
mur,  inhumani  atque  impii  ab  omnibus  non  immerito  baberemur. 
Patere  ergo,  Yir  Illustrissime,  vt,  et  quam  de  Regimine  Tuo  conee- 
pimus,  spem  optimam,  et  qua  Te  ooiimua,  pietatem  hisce  lineolia 
Tibi  declaremus.  Nos  a  Deo  mediantibus  ecclesiae  nostrao  Patribua  . 
Bumme  venerandis  e  Germania,  patria  nostra,  logitima  vocTatione  ac* 
cepta,  in  hanc  ce  Provinciam  missi,  populum  vt  inertem  nostrum 
ad  Salutem,  quse  in  Christo  Jesu,  mundi  Servatore,  est,  diligenter 
erudiamus,  quot  et  quanta  vbique  offeHdimijs  impedimenta  ac 
mala,  vix  possumus  dicerc.  Quam  ob  rem  nos  ab  omni  fere  auxilio 
destitutes  in  Tutelam  Tuam  inente  suscipere  benigna  nc  recuses^ 
demisse  rogamus  obsecramusque.  Propterea  Deum,^  summum 
mundi  Bectorem  precamur,  vt  Felicitatem  Tibi  perpetuam  eaae 
lubeat,  in  gerendaque  hac  Provincia  viribus  Te  sustineat  Divinis^ 
Te  que  salvum  ac  incolumem  Beipublicae  pariter  ao  nobis  quam 

*  No  signatures  but  evidently  the  original  document 
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diotissime  ooDseiret    Haco  et  quaeenoqae  hno  pertinent;  in  Totit 
peetore  sincero  habemns  ' 

UIustriBsimi  Nominis  Tui, 

Gultores  hamillimi  et  obseqaioBiBsimi, 

HENRY  MUHLENBERG, 
PETER  BRUNHOLTZ, 
JOHANNES  FRIDERICUS  HANDSCHUCK. 
Collegiiy  quod  supra  nominavumia,  membra  natu  maiora;  et  qui 
aequanter  cuufratres  sunt  nobiscum  ooniunctissimi : 

Ni€x>LAU8  Kurtz, 
Hellfbigh  Schaum, 
Matthias  Heinzelmann, 

^  FaiEDKEICH   ScnULTZBy 

Albert  Weyoand, 

LUDOLPII   SCHRENKy 

Lucas  Rauss, 
Friederici. 


Reformed  Qerman  Clrrgt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Yir  Amplissime  I 

Qratalamnr  nobis  et  tibi ;  qui  providd  et  propitj6  uumine  Rege 
nofitro  Clemen tissimo  ordinante  optimus  Oubemator  ez  Anglia 
SalTus  et  incolnmis  nobis  adveneris. 

Bens  T.  O.  M.  tuis  benedicat  functionibus,  ut  tnto,  lucsnde  et 
felieiter  prseesse  nobis  et  prodesse  possia. 

HoCy  Yir  Amplissime,  ut  Sinceriter  Tibi  et  nobis  adpreoemur, 
Religioy  quam  profitemur,  nos  dooet  et  officium,  qu6  obstringimur, 
4  nobis  requirit,  So*  quatquot  nomina  Subsignavimus  Ministri 
Eyangelij  Jesu  Christi  Oastra  Sequimur  Eoolesiie,  ut  credimus  ortho- 
dozas,  Tulgo  dictse  reformatse,  quad  per  HoUandiam,  angliam,  HeWeti- 
am,  Palatinatum,  etc.,  Fundata  et  Stabilita,  est  quod  nobis  Don  monen- 
tibus  pr6  tu&  rerum  publicarum  Cognitione  ez  aotis  Imperij  germa- 
niei,  aliommque  Europao  Statuum,  ipsse  faciI6  nosti.  Doctrinfi  et 
Diseiplinft  bujus  Ecclesias  t  pueris  imbuti,  innutriti,  formati,  Deo 
et  Ph)zimo  devoti,  patrio  Sol6  relioto,  desiderati,  Tocati,  missi  omnes, 
qaotquol  audire  nos  ^mant,  pr»primis  Oerroanos,  quorum  mazimus 
namerns  per  omnes  PensjWaniso  Comitatus  dispersus  babitat,  Sanio- 
ribus  protestantismi  Prinoipiis,  ez  Pibliis  Sacris  Sjmbolisque  An- 
thentieis,  imbuere  debemus,  ut  omnes  "cujusounque  Sortis  et  oondi- 
tioQis  pro  modulo  oapaoitatis  yiribusq  diviuitus  eouoissis  officia  hominis, 
eiviset  christiani  intelligere  et  adimplere  diseant',  ut  H6c  mod6  Deum 
timentes,  Regem  bonorantes,  Prozimum  amantes  tranquillam  et 
pacatam  vitam  invicem  agentes,  Posthdo  fiamns  participes  melioris 
illius  yitso,  Cujus  author  est  Jesus  Ghristus  benedictus  in  Secula. 
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Vere  Gbristiana  Religio,  Liceat  nobis,  Vir  Ampltasime  hoc  addere, 
Tittoolom  Sooiet:  Civil:  non  Solvit,  Sed  magi.s  Dectit,  corpora civi- 
lia  non  tnrbat,  Sod  paoat,  non  Saaciat,  Sed  Saaat^  ud6  vorbd:  PioUs 
Regna  firm  at. 

Ergo,  Vir  Amplissime,  nt  nobis  officio  boo  nostro  in  nobilissiniam 
eatboiicum  banc  finein  porro  Functuris,  mascul^  et  beoigniter  faveaa 
adsistasque  ilia  cum  parrhesia,  qoas  Ministro  EvaDgelij  I  Cbrisii 
deoet,  Submisse,  Enixe  rosamus. 

Nob  vicissim  Tq8Q  Ampfitudinis  in  Privatis  et  publicis  precibos 
coram  Deo  et  Coetibus  Nostris  devote  erimus  memores. 

Vale  Vir  Amplissimo  in  Deo  Patre  Luminum }  per  Jesum  Cbrb- 
tum  nobis  concilia  to. 

In  testimonium  devoti  nostri  animi^  unanimi  Consensu^  Nominatim 
nos  Subscribimus. 

Tus9  Amplitudinis, 

Deditissimi  et  bumillimi  Scrvi. 
Pbiladelpbia,  Novemb :  2,  1754. 
John  Wald  Smith,  Cocalioo. 
Theodor  Frankenfeld,  FridriktowD. 
Jonathan  du  Bois,  Northamptown. 
Conrad  TemI^lman,  Swatare. 
Conrad  Steiner,  Oermautown. 
Michael  Schlatter,  Philadelphia. 
John  Bartholomt  Rieqer,  at  Lancaster. 
Georq  Miohael  Weiss,  Goschcboppe. 
John  Philip  Leydich,  New  hannover. 
Jacob  Lischy,  Yorktown. 
P.  W.  Otterbein,  Lancaster. 
IIenry  Willh  :  Stoy,  Tulpihokin. 

Address  from  the  German  Clergy. 

Address  to  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq\,  and 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  From  the  licformed  German  Clergy  of 
said  Province. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Wentworth,  1754. 

Copy. 

Sir: 

Give  me  leave  to  acquaint  yon  y*  I  have  taken  upon  mey*  Govern- 
ment of  this  Province,  wherein  I  shall  esteem  it  one  of  y*  first  advan- 
tages to  hold  a  sincere  and  friendly  Correspondence  with  you  S\  k  y 
other  Gentlemen  of  y"  neighbouring  Colonies.  This  must  produce 
a  Unity  of  Councils;  and  such  an  Unity  is  y*  surest  method  to  pro- 
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mote  V*  Service  of  his  Majesty,  y«  real  Interest  of  y«  several  Colo- 
nies, k  our  own  trne  &  solid  Reputation.  To  this  End  I  shall  omit 
no  Occasion  of  acquainting  yon  with  every  Measure  I  shall  persue' 
for  y*  general  Happiness  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  &  shall  pay 
all  dae  regard  to  whatever  Advice  or  Intelligenoe  you  shall  please 
to  communicate  to 

S'  y". 
Gov  Wentworth. 


Gov'r  Morris  to  Gov'r  Sharp,  1754. 

Copy. 

Sir: 

As  The  Aflsemhly  6f  the  Province  met  upon  business  this  day,  I 
have  only  time  %j  the  bearer  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  re- 
eeived  a  few  days  ago  from  M*".  Qeorge  Croghan,  the  person  en- 
truated  with  the  Care  of  the  Indiana  that  have  left  Ohio  and  now 
live  at  a  place  called  Aukwick,  as''  that  Letter  contains  some  very 
nsefall  intelligence,  I  should  have  forwarded  it  by  express,  if  this 
conveyance  by  M'.  Rutherford's  servant  had  not  offerd  itself,  which 
affords  me  also  an  opportunity  of  tilling  you  that  I  have,  in  a  long 
speech,  press'd  our>  assembly  to  exert  themselves  upon  the  present' 
oocasion,  and  enable  me  to  Carry  hie  Majesty's  Commands  iota  full 
execution,  and  I  am  not  quite  without  hopes  that  they  will  do  some- 
thing that  will  be,  but  what  I  am  as  yet  unable  to  say. 

I  think  it  of  Consequence  to  our  afiairs  among  the  Indians,  that 
this  Province  should  maintain  such  of  them  as  are  at  Aukwick,  and 
that  the  Chiefs  now  going  from  thence  to  Onondago  should  know  .. 
that  we  have  resolved  to  do  so,  I  have  therefore  detained  the 
express  till  I  know  the  sentiments  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with- 
out whom  nothing  can  be  done  where  money  is  wanting,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  will  readily  come  into  what  I  have  recomended  to  them 
upon  this  head. 

You  will  give  me  leave  to  mention  to  you  Cap*.  Rutherford,  who 
is  a  gentleman  of  good  sence,  very  well  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  Indian  affairs,  having  long  been  conversant  with  them  as  one 
of  the  Council  for  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  few  men  know 
the  Politicks  of  this  part  of  the  Continent  better  than  he.  I  am 
rare  you  will  find  him  a  skillfull  active  officer,  and  a  very  usefull 
nan  upon  the  present  occasion. 

I  have  some  Hints  from  England,  that  a  Plan  of  union  of  the 
Colouys  for  military  purposes  (not  that  sent  from  hence,)  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  ministry,  and  tis  thought  will  be  enfo^ed 
h;  act  of  Parliament  this  Sessions;  and  if  sO;  something  to  the  pur- 
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pore  may  be  done  next  Summer,  but  bardly  if  we  are  to  depend  on 
the  Buppljs  to  be  graoted  bj  American  Asaemblys. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obcd* 

Humble  Serv*, 

B.  H.  MORBIS. 

Philada.,  Nov  3',  1754. 

Indors  d. 

Dft.  to  Goy  Sbarpe,  at  Will's  Creek,  of  Decern'  3*,  1754.  Sent 
by  Cap*.  Rutherford's  serv*,  with  Coppy  of  Croghan's  Letter  to  me 
of  Nov  23*. 


Introduction  op  Sir  John  St.  Clair  to  Gov.  Morris, 

1754. 

Whitehall,  4«^  Nov',  1754. 
Sir: 

This  Letter  will  be  put  iuto  your  hands  by  Sir  John  S^  Clair,^ 
whom  the  King  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Deputy  Quarter  Master 
Gkneral  of  his  Forces  in  North  America,  &  has  ordered  him  to  repair, 
forthwith,  to  Virginia,  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  the 
reception  of  the  Troops ;  It  is  therefore  The  King's  pleasure  that 
you  shall  be  aiding  &  assisting  to  Sir  John  S^  Clair  in  the  Execu- 
tion of  his  Duty,  a  shall  give  him  the  best  Advice  you  can,  upon  all 
Occasions  relating  to  The  King's  Service,  particularly  with  regard 
to  those  points  mentioned  to  you  in  my  Letter  of  the  26'^  part 
whereof,  I  have  givon  a  Copy  to  Sir  John  S^  Clair^  and  from  whom 
you  will  receive  a  Duplicate  of  the  same. 
I  am. 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

T.  ROBINSON. 
Directed, 
Governor  of  Pensylvani^. 

.  Indoned. 

Nov  4<*,  1754,  S'.  The"  Robinson,  Recommending  S'.  John  S*. 
Clair. 

I^ceiv'd  with  a  letter  from  S'.  John  8K  Clair  by  Coll*  Ellisoii, 
Jan-7  24»^  1755. 

*  Sir  John  St.  C.  arriTed  in  Virg.  in  Jan'y.  See  his  letter  to  Gov.  It.^ 
Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  298. 
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Thos.  Pknn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Dupitcate, 

Sir: 

We  have  just  received  Letters  from  M'.  Hamilton  with  an  account 
that  he  had  aammoned  the  Assembly  to  meet,  and  bad  recommend- 
ed to  tbem  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Country,  as  also  to  as- 
sist the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  dislodge  the  French  from  our  Fron- 
tiers; that  they  had  accordingly  met  and  presented  a  Bill  for 
striking  £35,000  Bills  of  Credit,  fifteen  thousand  to  be  paid  to  Com- 
mis",  Tot  the  King's  Use,  the  remainder  for  exchanging  torn  and 
ragged  Bills,  and  another  for  continuing  the  Excise  for  ten  years 
from  1756,  in  order  to  sink  the  ^15,000  at  £1500  a  year;  that  he 
had  proposed  to  extend  the  Act  for  six  years  and  sink  £2,500  a 
year,  bat  the  Assembly  refus'd  it^  &  adjoum'd  to  the  end  of  the 
year. 

M'.  Hamilton  does  not  inform  us  what  they  said  on  his  proposal 
of  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  Province,  which  is  a  measure  as 
necessary  as  the  other,  and  not  so  connected  with  it  as  not  to  be  done 
without  passing  the  Bill  proposed.  We  therefore  desire  when .  you 
next  meet  the  House  of  Representatives  you  will  press  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  putting  the  Inhabitants  into  a  posture  of  defence, 
the  buying  of  Arms,  establishing  a  Magazine  and  obliging  by  Law 
the  Inhabitants  to  attend  at  proper  times  to  learn  Military  Discipline, 
in  such  manner  as  is  practiced  in  other  Colonys,  and  in  doing  this 
jou  will  acquaint  the  AseemMy  it  is  our  desire  it  should  be  done  in 
the  manner  that  is  least  biirthensome  to  the  people,  and  that  may 
not  affect  any  person  who  conscientiously  scruples  to  bear  Arms,  or 
be  concerned  in  Military  Preparations;  this  we  desire  yon  will  press 
upon  them,  so  as  to  engage  them  to  do  it,  or  get  an  explicit  answer, 
that  they  will  not,  or  candot,  and  we  think  it  they  neglect  or  refuse 
to  bring  in  such  a  Bill  you  should  get  one  drawn  &  recommend  to 
tbem. 

We  have  not  met  with  one  Person  among  those  we  had  the 
honour  to  confer  with  on  this  Subject,  that  has  advised  us  to  take 
the  Money  on  the  Terms  the  Assembly  offer  it,  and  therefore  when 
such  Bill  is  presented,  we  think  it  proper  you  should  add  a  qlause 
to  it  that  the  remainder  of  the  Money  shall  be  appropriated  by 
Law,  or  as  the  Governor  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  order, 
and  not  otherwise,  producing  your  Instructions,  or  not,  as  yon  shall 
judge  most  proper,  and  tho'  you  should  disagree  about  this,  yon 
should  stil  press  them  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  their  own 
Gonntry.  I  think  the  Money  they  have,  and  will  receive  on  the 
Excise  k  Paper  Money  Bills  before  the  year  1756  must  amount  to 
£20,000,  which  would  do  much  towards  every  thing  that  is  ex- 
pected. 
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As  by  the  IndiaD  Treaty  the  people  of  Gonnecticnt  are  disappoint- 
ed of  parohasing  Land  of  the  Indians,  we  think  it  best  to  defer  any 
thoughts  of  settlinff  them,  espedally  considering  the  French  are 
now^stronffly  settled  at  Ohio,  which  I  believe  will  deter  any  People 
from  offering  to  make  Settlements,  til  they  are  removed,  and  I 
would  not  put  any  People  upon  such  an  undertaking  til  there  Is  a 
probability  of  securing  our  possession.  We. are  preparing  here  to' 
do  it,  two  Regiments  are  going  from  Ireland,  many  Officers,  Stores, 
Arms  and  every  thing  necessary,  and  it  is  hoped  S'.  W".  Pepperel  & 
M'.  Shirley  will  soon  raise  Regiments  in  America. 

I  have  but  just  heard  of  this  conveyance,  which  is  just  on  its  de- 
parture, so  have  not  time  to  add  more  than  that  I  am^ 
Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 
London, 
Oct'  17*S  1754. 

Sir: 

I  wrote  you  a  few  Lines  two  or  three  days  since  by  Lieutenant 
CoU  Mercer,  who  is  gone  to  Portsmouth  to  embark  on  board  a  Ship 
of  War  for  Virginia,  from  whence  be  goes  to  Philadelphia,  in  order 
to  raise  Men  for  S'.  William  Pepperel's  Regiment,  in  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey  and  New  York,  they  are  to  inlist  for  three  years,  and  I  sup- 
pose it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  compleat  them.  GoP  Mercer 
tells  me4ie  knows  you,  so  that  I  need  not  say  any  thing  of  him.  I 
sent  by  him  the  Acts  of  Trade  which  are  given  to  Governors  from 
that  Board  on  their  going  to  their  Governments,  and  fully  expected 
to  have  sent  a  copy  of  the  King's  instructions  to  us,  but  he  was 
'gone  before  they  could  be  ready,  and  I  send  them  to  Mr.  Peters  by 
this  conveyance.  Every  thing  is  done  here  as  quickly  as  possible, 
but  I  hope  it  will  be  done  effectually,  Aki  I  make  no  doubt  you  will 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  assist  the  Service. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  31*'  of  August,  and  hope  very 
soon  to  have  an  account  of  your  safe  arrival. 

By  Mr.  Hockley's  account  I  find  a  pair  of  Horses  are  bought  for 
me,  which  I  desire  you  will  use  as  your  own. 

Bady  Juliana  returns  you  her  thanks  for  the  compliment  you 
make  her.     I  have  not  now  time  to  add  more  than  that  I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

London,  Nov**'  8, 1754. 
Indixned, 

Nov  8, 1754,  Mr.  Penn  with  Dupl»«  of  Lett'  of  Octo'  17,  That 
he  bad  sent  ye  Royal  Instructions  to  Mr.  Peters. 

Rcc'd  Jan'y  22, 
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Extract. 

From  Ooe  of  the  Philosophical  Exercises  delivered  Publickly  in  the 

Academy  at  Philadelphia,  upon  the  Visitation  Day,  Nov.  12*^, 

1754.     Being  an  Address  to  The  hon*'*.  Robert  Hunter  Morris, 

Esq'.,  Lieu*.  Goyernor  of  Pennsylvania,  &o. 

On  this  Occasion,  we  ought  likewise  acknowledge  the  great  Honor 
done  us,  by  all  those  worthy  Pereonages,  who  are  pleased  to  animate 
k  encourage  us  with  their  Presence. 

You,  in  particular,  Sir,  to  whom  the  Administration  of  this  Pro- 
Tioce  is  committed,  we  cannot  but  be  proud  to  thank,  for  your  enga- 
ging Condescension  in  this  Respect. 

As  the  Muses  soften  &  humanize  the  Temper,  they  have,  thro' 
every  Age,  been  protected  &  cherished  in  a  peculiar  Manner,  by  all 
those  illustrious  Chiefs,  who  have  deemed  it  far  more  glorious  to 
reign  in  the  Hearts  of  Freemen,  than  to  lord  it  absolutely  over 
Slaves.  . 

Tour  worthy  Predecessor,  whose  name  ought  always  to  be  men- 
tioned with  Honor  in  this  Oovemment,  has,  on  every  Occasion, 
shewn  himself  a  Friend  to  this  Infant  Seminary  in  particular,  as 
well  as  an  Encourager  of  polite  Learning  in  general.  We  cannot, 
without  some  Degree  of  Pride,  observe,  that  at  a  Time  when,  (with 
more  than  Roman  Greatness  of  Soul,)  he  declin'd  the  whole  Govern- 
ment of  this  rich  and  flourishing  Province  ;  yet  even  then,  he  con- 
descended to  accept  a  Part  in  the  Trust  &  Direction  of  this  Academy. 

From  You,  Sir,  we  may  reasonably  expect  equal  Kindness.  You 
are  well  known  to  have  a  fine  Taste  for  all  the  Branches  of  a  genteel 
Edacation.  You  have  seen  many  Countries  and  Nations.  You 
have  marked  the  fad  Effects  of  Ignorance  and  Error  upon  all  the 
better  Interests  of  Mankind,  *&  no  doubt  greatly  improved  such 
Opportunities,  by  bringing  Home  with  you,  a  Fund  of  Observations, 
that  may  be  of  lasting  Service  to  this  Country. 

When,  therefore,  one  of  your  liberal  &  enlai^ed  Turn  of  Mind, 
considers  in  how  small  a  Part  of  this  Globe,  true  unadulterated 
Science  has  Footing,  you  cannot  but  think  it  one  of  the  chief  Glories 
of  jour  Administration,  to  protect  the  Infancy  of  Science  here. 
Thas,  shall  you  have  the  Pleasure  to  see  a  vast  informed  multitude 
of  People,  rescued  from  the  Barbarian  Ignorance  that  hangs  over 
tbem,  and  gradually  fitted  for  relishing  all  the  exalted  privileges  of 
t  polished  and  free  Government.  A  provision  shall  be  made  for 
propagating  from  Age  to  Age,  those  noble  &  heroic  Sentiments, 
which  lead  Men  cheerfully  to  submit  to  a  free  &  well-temper'd 
fiole;  but  bravely  to  spurn  every  mean  Attempt  to  abridge  the 
Native  Privileges,  or  to  wound  the  Dignity — ^the  Majesty  of  human 
Nature  I 

Address  from  the  Academy  to  His  Honor  the  Governor,  Nov'. 
12%  1754. 
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(Copy)  Gov.  MoRBis  to  Gov,  Sharp,  1754. 

Sir: 

Your  favoar  of  y«  8tli  Instant,*  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  by 
your  messenger,  and  congratulate  you  upon  the  command  his  majesty 
has  given  you,  in  the  Execution  of  which;  I  wish  you  all  imaginable 
success. 

Early  in  this  month,  I  received  a  Letter  from  S'.  Thomas  Robin- 
8on,f  signifying  to  me,  his  majestys  commands,  that  I  should  act 
with  vigor  in  defence  of  this  government,  and  afford  my  best  assist- 
ance to  the  neighbouring  provinces.  This  Letter,  I  shall,  lay  before 
the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  on  the  2'.  of  December,  when  thej 
are  to  meet,  and  yon  may  assure  yourself  that  I  shall  conform  myself 
to  his  majestys  commands,  as  far  as  they  will  enable  me  by  the 
Rupplys  they  grant,  and  it  will  give  me  great  satisfaction,  if  they  act 
with  spirit  at  this  important  Junture,  when  their  own  Interest  in 
particular,  and  that  of  the  colonys  in  gen^,  are  so  nearly  concerned. 

Should  you  receive  any  Intelligence  that  may  be  necessary  for  the 
consideration  of  this  government  while  the  Legislature  is  sitting,  or 
that  may  Influence  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly,  in  favour  of 
vigorous  measures,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  sending  such  by 
express,  which  this  Govm^  will  be  at  the  ezpence  of. 

I  have  The  Indian  interpreter  now  in  town,  froib  whom  I  shall 
got  such  intelligence  concerning  the  strength  and  situation  of  the 
French  at  Winingo  and  Buffilo  river,  as  he  Has  been  able  to  collect 
among  the  Indians,  and  shall  make  use  of  the  first  opportunity  of 
Communicating  it  to  you.  By  what  I  can  learn,  we  have  no  other 
open  road  between  this  province  and  the  river  Ohio,  but  what  has 
been  long  used  by  the  Indian  traders,  &  is  only  a  Horse  way  through 
the  woods,  and  over  the  mountains,  but  not  passable  with  any  car- 
riage.  We  have  an  open  wageon  road,  from  this  town  to  Watkins's 
ferry,  upon  Fotomack  river,  oy  which  any  quantity  of  Provisions 
may  be  transported  to  that  place. 

Tho'  the  People  of  this  province  have,  for  a  long  time,  carryM  on 
a  trade  to  the  River  Ohio,  near  the  places  where  the  French  have 
built  their  forts,  and  tho'  that  country  is  within  the  undoubted  Limitts 
of  this  Province,  yet  I  cannot  learn  that  we  have  any  open  roed  to 
that  river,  by  which  Provisions  for  a  body  of  troops  can  be  convey 'd, 
the  traders  using  horses  only  to  carry  their  goods.     There  is  indeed. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  178. 
t  See  Colon.  Rcc,  Vol.  VL,  p.  176, 
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Thb  Spiech  of  Govbrnob  Morris  to  the  Indians  at 
AuGHwiCK,  1754. 

Brethren  of  the  she  united  nationS|  Yon  in  partioulary  who  Came 
from  Ohio,  and  have  put  yourselves  under  the  protection  of  tho 
Government  of  Pensilvania,  give  Ear  to  what  I  am  going  to  say  to 
you.  •  [Here  give  a  streng  of  wampum,  and  proceed  as  follows.] 
Please  to  harkcn  to  what  I  am  going  to  say  to  you. 

Brethren,  by  this  Belt  of  A^mpum,  (the  belt  to  be  held  up,)  I 
make  it  known  to  you,  that  your  Brother  Onas,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  King  of  great  Bntain,  your  father,  has  appointed  mo 
your  Countryman,  Governor  of  the  province  of  Pensilvania,  that  is, 
to  represent  his  Koyal  person  among  the  people  of  Pensilvania,  and 
his  Brethren,  the  Indians  of  the  six  united  nations,  and  their  allies ; 
and  they  desire  you  will  keep  the  same  Corespondence  with  me,  as 
If  your  Brother  Onas  was  here  himself,  and  I  assure  you  by  this  Belt, 
I  shall,  on  my  part,  make  it  my  particular  Business,  to  keep  the 
road  open  between  us,  and  suffer  no  obstacles  or  obstructions  that 
may  by  Storms  Come  across  it,  to  remain  there,  and  our  Counsel 
fire  shall  from  time  to  time,  be  kept  Burning  in  Philad'*.  j  [berc  give 
a  Belt.] 

Brethren,  according  to  the  promise  that  my  predecessor,  the 
Governor  of  Pens"**-  made  you,  some  days  ago,  I  make  known  to 
you,  that  our  father  the  King  of  great  Britain,  upon  hearing  of  the 
invaision  of  the  French  on  your  lands,  sent  to'the  Kiog  of  French,  to 
let  him  know  of  their  Breach  of  the  peace,  and  to  require  of  him, 
the  reason  of  his  Childrens  so  doing,  and  whether  it  was  by  his  order, 
'  bat  before  the  answer  came  backo  from  franco,  I  was  oblidged  to  go 
00  bord  the  ship  to  take  the  Care  of  the  Government  of  Pensilvania 
upon  me ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  can  assure  you,  that  after  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  his  tried  all  the  fair  means  to  remove  the  French 
from  the  new  fords  they  Build  on  Ohio,  and  the  French  remain  ob- 
stinate, he  will  take  them  by  the  arm,  and  fling  them  a  Cross  the 
lake  of  Cataroghky,  to  the  place  where  they  came  from,  and  protect 
his  Indian  Children,  and  more  to.  If  they  desire  it  of  him  in  a  suita- 
ble way ;  [here  give  a  Belt] 

Brethren,  Since  my  arrival  in  this  town,  I  hear  that  one  of  his 
majestys  ships  ia  come  over,  and  brought  orders  to  your  Brother, 
Tocarryhogon,  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  Concerning  Ohio  affair ; 
as  your  Brother  Tocarryhogon  lives  between  us  &  Virginia,  it  is 
very  like,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  has  made  him  the  Chief 
Comander  against  the  French  on  Ohio,  and  If  so,  you  will  soon  hear 
the  particulars  by  a  message  from  him,  of  which  I  desire  you  will 
take  notice,  as  a  word  from  our  father,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ; 
here  give  another  Belt. 

Brethren,  I  have  at  present,  no  more  to  say  to  you. 
Vol.  II.— 9 
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Sir: 

I  have  here,  in  the  foregoing  lines,  put  down  wbat  I  thoagbt 
would  be  necessary  to  be  said  by  his  HonouTi  the  QoTemor,  to  the 
Indians  at  Aughweck,  (or  at  least  some  beads  of  It).  I  submit  it 
to  your  better  Judgment,  who  am.  Sir.  your  obedient^ 

C.  WBISEB. 

grhe  following  portions  appear  to  have  been  written  by  the  Gov'r 
eo'y.] 

Brethren : 

The  Proprietaries,  when  I  parted  from  them  in  London,  desired 
me  to  assure  you,  of  their  hearty  Begards  for  You ;  they  had  heard 
with  Concern,  of  your  being  disturbed  by  y**  French,  and  of  their 
taking  Possession  of  your  Lands,  and  building  Forts  upon  them, 
against  your  repeated  Prohibitions ;  these  French  Proceedings,  have 
likewise  been  imparted  to  his  majesty,  who  was  consulting  with  his 
Wise  Men,  in  what  manner  it  would  be  best  to  assist  you,  and  I 
should  have  brought  his  majesties  orders  with  me,  coud  I  have  been 
spared  from  the  Care  of  my  Government ;  but  this,  requiring  my 
imediate  Presence,  I  embarke  for  Pennsylvania,  having  been  told, 
that  the  King's  orders  should  soon  follow  me,  and  I  hear  they  are 
arrived  in  Virginia,  and  will  be  communicated  to  you,  as  soon  as  his 
majesties  Governors  have  had  time  to  lay  them  before  the  wise  men 
of  their  respective  Governments,  and  he  shall  have  received  their 
advice  and  Concurrence. 

Brethren : 

Be  assured  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Government  are  yonr  fast 
Friends,  and  will  afford  you  Protection  now,  since  general  measures 
shall  be  concerted,  of  which  you  shall  not  fail  to  have  the  earliest 
advice  from  me,  and  untill  you  shall  hear  further  ^m  me,  pray 
keep  yourselves  quiet,  nor  regard  any  applications  from  the  Frenchj 
~or  their  Friends  and  dependants. 

Indorted. — Message  to  the  Indians  at  Auckguick.  Bead  in 
Council,  15  Nov.,  1754.* 

*  See  Weiser'B  Journal,  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  150.  The  foregoing 
appears  to  be  a  sketch  of  a  Speech,  prepared  by  C.  Weiser,  in  whose  hand- 
writing it  is,—"  Bead  in  Council,  Nov.  15." 
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Tflos.  Penh  INTB0DUCIN€^  Libut*  Ormb,  1754. 

Sir: 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Captain  Orme,*.aid  de  camp  to 
General  Braddook^  who  I  recommend  to  you  as  my  Friend^  desiring 
you  will  do  him  any  good  offices  he  may  hare  occasion  for  your 
asBistanoe  in  while  he  stays  with  you,  in  which  yon  will  greaily 


Bir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 
LoDdoUi  November  15, 1754. 

Directed— EoT  The  Hon*»»  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  Captain  Orm. 


Gov.  Wentworth  to  Gov.  Morris,  1764 

Portsmouth,  November  18**,  1754. 
Sir: 

After  my  Congratulations  for  your  Safe  arrival  in  your  Govern- 
ment, I  must  ask  your  Honour's  pardon  for  not  answering  your 
lettert  in  the  Course  of  the  post,  which  the  hurry  I  was  in,  when 
jour  tavour  Came  to  my  hands,  prevented. 

I  wish  you  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction  in  the  Administration  of 
Government,  &  be  assured  that  all  occurrences  for  His  Majesty's 
Service  shall  be  punctually  Communicated  to  you,  &  that  I  shall  be 
glad  of  all  opportunitys  to  shew  you.  That  I  am  with  great  Esteem, 

Sir, 

Tour  Honour's 
most  Obedient 

hum"«  Serv*, 
J.  G.  WENTWORTH. 
The  Hon"'  R.  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

*  See  hifl  account  of  the  defeat  of  Genl.  B.  in  1755,  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  VL, 
p.  487. 
t  See  it  on  page  186. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


I9ft  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1764. 

BiCHABB  PSTEBS  TO  GoV.  MOBBIS,  1754. 

Nov.  18, 175*. 
Honoor'd  Sir: 

The  Post  had  not  been  gone  two  hours  before  M^  Broabead's  Son 
deliyered  me  the  enclosed  Letters ;  as  his  Father  is  a  Justice  of 
Peace  &  knows  People's  Dispositions  perfectly  well,  his  Information 
may  be  depended  on. 

This  Intelligence  I  think,  alters  the  State  of  Affairs  so  as  make  it 
necessary  to  send  immediately  to  Connecticut.  If  yon  shall  be  of 
that  Opinion,  M'f  Armstrong  carries  this  to  give  Your  Honour  the 
Oportunity.     If  not,  He  may  return. 

In  case  You  should  think  it  necessary  to  send  Orders  into  North- 
ampton County,  M'.  Broadhead  accompanies  him  &  will  immedi- 
ately carry  them  to  his  father  or  to  M'.  Carson's,  who  is  in  good 
health  at  Easton,  but  knows  not  of  this  affair,  the  young  man  not 
having  communicated  it  to  him,  tho'  he  saw  him  there  on  his  way 
here.  ^ 

I  hardly  ever  knew  a  (Governor  absent  but  some  foolish  thing  or 
another  happened  y*  made  it  necessary  to  disturb  his  Pleasure. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  recommend  M'.  Armstrong,  in  case  he  goes 
on,  to  M'.  James  And  William  Alexander  y^  he  may  advise  with 
them  what  to  do,  either  going,  or  in  his  Eeturn,  after  he  has  known 
the  worst  of  it. 

I  received  two  Letters  directed  to  you  yesterday,  &  have  inclosed 
them. 

Likewise  your  Letter  to  Coll.  Johnson,  is  copied  &  sent. 

And  the  Letter  from  Gov'.  Hamilton  to  y  6ov^  of  Connecticut, 
&  the  Answers  to  it,  are  sent  herewith. 

So  that  you  have  all  the  Materials  for  writing  to  Governor  Fitch, 
if  you  &  your  Friends  shall  think  it  a  proper  Step. 

M'.  W".  Franklyn  tells  me  that  many  of  the  six  Nations  are 
already  siding  with  and  removing  to  Canada,  on  a  very  Complaisant 
Message  sent  them  by  that  Governor,  entrusted  to  the  Care  of  the 
Coghnawago  Indians. 

My  kind  respects  to  M'.  Allen  &  M'.  Turner  &  your  Associates, 
lam 

Your  Honour's 
Most  obedient, 
^  humble  Servant, 

KICHARD  PETERS. 
Philadelphia, 

18  Nov,  1754. 

The  Honourable  the  Governor. 
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Indorted. 

Met  the  express,  &  from  Trenton  wrote  Gov'.  Fitcb,  k  sent  Arm- 
Btrong  on,  recommended  to  James  &  Will"  Alexander.  Wrote  also 
to  Broadhead  by  his  son.     Returned  to'Philad%  22d. 

To  John  Lloyd;  Esq*".;  Merch*;  at  Stanford  in  Connecticatt. 


"  EouGH  Draft  op  a  Plan  for  a  General  Union,"  1754.* 

A  Plan  for  a  General  Union  of  the  British  Colonies  of  North 

America. 

That  the  Legislature  of  Each  Colony  appoint  a  Committee  of 
Union,  whose  Business  it  shall  be  to  correspond  with  all  the  other 
Committees,  particularly  with  those  of  the  Division  of  the  Province9 
to  which  it  belongs,  to  appoint  Ihe  times  &  Places  of  Meeting  iti 
each  Division,  and  to  propose  to  their  Hespective  Governments  the 
Heads  of  such  matters  as  shall  be  judg'd  necessary  to  be  imediately 
done,  &c.,  as  there  may  be  more  branches  of  Business  assigned 
them. 

That  Delegates  of  the  Committees  of  Each  division  shall  hare 
one  annual  Stated  time  of  Meeting,  and  others  occassionally,  as  in 
their  Correspondencies  they  shall  find  it  necessary.  The  place  to  be 
previously  agreed  on  by  them. 

That  there  shall  be  four  Divisions  of  the  Provinces,  viz : 

V^  Division.    Georgia, 

South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina. 

2*  Division.     Virginia, 
Maryland, 
Pennsylvania. 

3*  Division.     Jersey, 

New  York. 

4**  Division.     Connecticut,    . 
Bhode  Island, 
Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire. 

That  one  Company  consisting  of  one  hundred  Men  complete,  ex- 
clusive of  Officers,  shall  be  raised  by  every  Province  &  a  Regiment 
.formed  of  y*  13  Companies  to  be  called  the  Union  regiment,  to  be 
commanded  by  one  Colonel,  Lieutenant  Coll.  &  Major  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  King. 

*  Indorsement. 
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The  General  Officers  to  be  paid  by  the  King  or  Country,  as  shall 
be  thought  proper  &  called  the  Union  Regiment. 

That  these  Companies  shall  subsist  Hill  the  French  desist  from 
their  Encroachments,  and  there  be  established  on  the  Lakes  a  free 
Navigation  for  English  Vessels  and  proper  Forts  built  at  the  Head 
of  every  great  River  where  Cities  or  Trading  towns  arc  situated  at 
the  Mouth  in  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  and  likewise  other  Forts  be  built 
to  bridle  the  present  Forts  built  by  the  French,  and  till  a  Fort  be 
built  on  the  Straits  of  Niagara  in  particular,  to  secure  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Lakes. 

That  for  the  pay  of  these  Companies,  a  Duty  shall  be  laid  on 
such  things  as  are  in  most  general  use,  y*  all  may  pay  alike  Excise 
on  Rum,  Shoes,  licather,  &c.,  &  in  each  Division  if  one  Company  be 
too  much  to  be  supported  by  any  (me  Colony,  that  it  be  eased  by 
other  in  its  Division. 

That  the  Governors  of  each  Colony  shall  have  a  power  to  draw  on 
this  Fund  on  the  Application  of  the  Commanding  Officer  or  the 
Union  Committee  of  each  Province. 

That  this  little  standing  Army  shall  assist  in  making  Roads,  build- 
ing Forts  or  any  other  necessary  work;  all  men  whilst  in. Work  to 
receive  double  Pay.  Directors  of  y*  Work  &  Tools  to  be  found  at 
the  Eacpense  of  the  Fund,  by  the  respective  Provinces  where  the 
work  is  doing. 

That  out  of  this  Fund  shall  be  built  by  said  Divison,  one  Vessel 
for  the  Navigation  of  the  Lakes. 

That  a  certain  Quantity  of  Indian  Trade,  to  y"  amount  of 
shall  be  carried  on  by  the  Committees  of  each  Division,  (but  not  an 
exclusive  Trade,)  and  that  the  Prices  of  Goods  shall  be  fixed,  as  well 
as  the  Prices  of  Beaver  &  Skins,  and  the  Profits  go  into  the  Union 
Fund. 

The  Capital  Sum  used  in  the  Indian  Trade,  to  be  advanced  by  the 
Assemblys  and  repaid  once  a  year. 

That  Maps  of  each  Province  be  immediately  prepared  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  all  of  them  join'd  together  by  some  Person  in  America, 
or  if  hard  to  be  got,  by  M'.  Jeffery's,  the  King's  Geographer,  and  a 
Copy  of  this  General  Map  to  be  given  to  the  Board  of  Trade  & 
Privy  Council. 

That  a  certain  Sum  of  Money)  not  to  exceed  sum,  shall  be 

struck  in  every  Colony ;  to  be    omitted  on  loan  on  good  Securities. 
Money  arising  from  y"  Interest,  to  go  to  y«  Union  Fund. 

That  for  y«  present  there  be  built  8  fwts,  via. :  two  Forts  in  Vir- 
ginia, one  on  the  Ohio,  one  on  Lake  Erie,  Two  in  New  York  or  Penn- 
sylvania, as  it  may  happen,  one  in  the  lower  County,  on  or  near  the 
Straits  of  Niagara,  and  another  on  Onondaga  Lake,  Two  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  two  in  New  Hampshire. 

Out  of  a  Fund  to  be  raised  for  this  p'ticular  purpose  by  every 
Province,  called  the  Fort  Fund,  and  to  be  put  unto  one  general 
Direction,  viz.,  of  the  Delegates  of  y  Division  Commissioners.    In 
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the  bailding  of  eaoh  Fort,  I  would  have  one  ai^*  least  of  eyery  Diyl- 
gion  in  y*  Directioa,  to  prevent  embezzlements  or  Jobbing.  ^ 

All  to  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty,  &  such  reasonable  alterations 
tO;  or  additions  made,  as  he  in  Council  shall  direot."" 


John  Shirley  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1754. 

Dear  Sir— 

I  had  the  Pleasure  of  writing  to  you  last  Thursday,  since  w*^  a 
Yessell  aniv'd  here  from  England,  by  w^^  M^  Pownall  had  a  Letter 
from  his  Brother,  &  as  I  find  he  is  so  hurry'd  as  not  to  be  able  to 
write  to  you  himself,  I  have  desir'd  his  leave  to  send  you  ye  follow- 
ing piece  of  lutelligence  out  of  it ;  by  w*^  you  will  be  able  to  judge 
whether  or  no  ye  M  -y  will  come  into  ye  Plan  of  Union  agreed 
to  by  the  Commissi*  of  the  several  Gov^  at  their  late  Congress  at 
Albanyf  when  they  see  it.  M'.  J.  Pownall  writes  his  Bro'  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  repeated  Eepresentations  of  some  of  the  Colonies  of  the 
«  necessity  of  a  Plan  of  Union  &  Concert  for  their  Gen.  defence, 
^  has  induced  ye  Gov*  here  to  think  of  proposing  a  Plan  of  this 
'^  sort;  It  has  been  already  prepared  at  ye  Board  of  Trade,  &  is  now 
'^  under  ye  Consideration  of  other  part  of  Gov*,  I  must  not,  there- 
'^  fore,  say  any  thing  more  of  it  now  than  that  it  proposes  a  Congress 
"  of  Gommiss"  from  each  Colony.''  I  have  no  leave  to  take  any 
thing  more  out  of  this  Letter,  but  as  I  am  writing  to  you  I  can't  help 
steaUng  one  piece  of  News  more  out  of  it,  viz*.,  that  M'.  Pownall 
tells  his  Bro'  that  the  Managem*  &  Direction  of  this  Congress  will 
probably  be  entrusted  to  him,  w^  a  very  handsome  Appointm*  from 
home'  I  tol4  you  in  my  last  that  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly  of 
this  Pro^*  were  preparing  a  Representation  ag*  M'.  Alexander  rela- 
tive to  ye  Jersay  Line,  but  as  yet  they  have  not  ventured  to  attack 
him,  there  is  a  Council  to-night  upon  that  Affair,  if  we  sh'  hear  any 
thmg  further  before  we  go  f you  will  have  it,  either  from  Mr.  Pow- 
nall or  myself.  I  have  wrote  to  my  Bro'  in  Law  ab*  y  fish,  &  will 
take  Care  of  y  other  Commissions  when  I  get  to  Boston. 

*The  foregoing  is  a  rough. draught  of  a  plan  for  the  Union^  of  the  Colonies, 
which  had  been  in  agitation — (at  least  for  general  defence,)  as  early  as  Feb- 
ruary, 1745.  See  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  IV.  p.  20,  &c.  It  is  uncertain  in 
whose  hand  writing  the  sketch  is,  but  it  appears  to  be  the  same  with  other 
Wugh  papers  of  that  time,  and  probably  is  Secretary  Peters*,  who  was  also 
one  of  the  Commissioneni  to  Albany.  The  progress  of  the  plan  will  be  seen 
in  VoL  V.  pps.  80  to  97,  fSee  Index,)  but  the  Union  was  not  agreed  to  by 
the  Commissioners  till  July  10,  1764.  See  the  plan  as  then  reported  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  Pennsylvania,  Vol.  VI.  p.  105. 
See  proceedings  of  Commissioners  at  Albany,  in  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  VI.  p. 
67  to  110.  For  a  history  of  the  plan,  see  Spark's  Life  of  Franklin,  Vol. 
ni,  p.  22,  &c.  0 

t  See  it  vol.  vi.  p.  106,  Colon.  Record. 
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M^  Pownall  desires  yon  will  give  him  an  answer  abo*  tbe  Desert 
We  leave  this  on  Monday  or  Tusday  next,  &  I  believe  I  shall  have 
ye  Pleasure  of  M'.  Pownall's  Company  this  Winter  at  Boston, 
lam, 

D^  Sir,  Your's  most  Affectionately, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 
New  York,  NovM9, 1754. 

Directed. 
To  The  Hon"*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'., 

Lieu^  Govemonr  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  ye  Province  of 
Pensilvania,  &c.,  at  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed — 

John  Shirley — Extract  from  J.  Pownall's  letter ^o  his  Brother 
about  Union  of  the  Colonys  concerting  at  home. 


German  Protestants  oe  Phil.  Co.  to  Gov.  Morris,  1764. 

To  the  honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sus^z  upon  Delaw*. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  German  Protestants,  inhabited  of  the 
County  of  Philad^  and  the  adjacent  Counties  of  the  said  Province, 
in  Behalf  of  themselves  and  their  Country  Men. 

^lay  it  Please  your  Honour—- 

We  the  German  Protestants,  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  and  Counties  aforesaid,  of  Divers  religious  Denominations, 
do  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Honour  on  your  Promotion  and 
safe  Arrival  to  the  Station  of  this  Government. 

Being  very  sensible  of  the  Privileges  and  Liberties  we  enjoy  un- 
der the  excellent  Constitution  of  a  Brittish  Government,  we  know 
very  well  that  we  cannot  give  sufficient  Thanks  to  the  Almighty  for 
having  conveyed  us  into  such  a  Country,  and  under  so  mild  a  Go- 
vernment, where  the  best  Priviledges  in  the  Known  World  are 
established. 

The  mild  Government,  the  incomparable  Priviledges,  the  inesti- 
mable Liberty  of  Conscience,  and  the  just  Administration  of  the  ex- 
cellent Ji&ws  so  happily  established,  particularly  in  this  Province, 
by  our  first  worthy  Proprietor,  Will"  Penn,  Esq'.,  a  Lover  and 
zealous  friend  of  Liberty  (of  immortal  Memory)  and  continued  in 
his  Successors,  and  so  loudly  proclaimed  over  the  best  Part  of  Ger- 
many, hath  Drawn  the  AflPesjtion  of  a  considerable  Number  of  Ger- 
mans oppressed  by  arbitrary  Towers  and  Slavery  to  transport  them« 
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selves  bither,  with  the  promising  hopes  to  embrace  and  be  macle 
Partakers  of  the  EDJojment  of  the  famous  Priviledges  aforesaid : 
Who  by  the  kind  Reception  and  the  actual  and  nnexceptionablo 
Admission  to  the  Rights  of  born  Brittains  has  been  most  firmly  and 
heartily  attached  to  his  Majesty  and  the  Crown  of  Oreat  Brittain ; 
whereby  also  the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  adjacent  Provinces  have 
been  augmented  the  Lands  cultivated^  Trade  and  Commerce  encreased 
to  a  flourishing  Condition. 

In  Consideration  of  all  this  and  many  other  Advantages  and  Bene^ 
Mictions,  we  have  partaken  of  the  Enjoyment  with  our  fellow  English 
Men,  allways  thought  ourselves  very  happy,  and  at  all  Times  when 
any  pubKo  Event  happened  within  the  Realm  of  Qreat  Brittain,  or  any 
Change  of  Govemeurs,  especially  in  this  our  beloved  Pennsylvania 
we  unanimously  prayM  for  the  Blessings  of  Ood  Almighty  for  our 
gracious  King  Qeorge,  the  Royal  Family,  and  for  a  continual  Suc- 
cession of  the  Protestant  Princes  of  the  same  on  the  Throne  of 
Oreat  Brittain,  as  also  for  our  honoured  Govemeurs  arrived  amongst 
US  from  time  to  time,  although  we  never  as  yet  attempted  to  do  it 
in  publick  in  that  due  Affection  towards  our  Sovereign  King  and 
Govemours,  which  was  entirely  by  reason  of  that  said  Nation  of  Pro- 
testants' living  so  far  a  part  all  over  the  s'  Province,  and  hardly  one 
cared  to  appear  in  publick  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Country  Men, 
for  Fear  of  being  looked  upon  as  Audaciousness :  Thus  the  Case 
being  stated,  we  sufficiently  contented  ourselves  without  appearing 
in  this  manner  to  signify  our  due  Loyalty  and  Affection  to  our 
gracious  Sovereign. 

It  might  be  possible  that  this  our  due  Address  would  have  also 
been  intermitted  at  this  Time  by  reasons  aforesaid,  and  no  other, 
had  not  some  Spirit,  we  will  not  determ  what  Name  to  give  hiU) 
1  Reg.  22,  21,  22,  accused  us  very  publickly  both  here  and  in  Eng- 
land, of  a  Secret  Conspirace  against  our  King  and  Government, 
which  is  no  small  matter  to  Charge  a  Body  of  People  with,  and  might 
perhaps  be  detrimental  the  s'  Nation  :  A  very  hard  Charge  indeed 
to  a  Number  of  People,  against  which  no  such  Accusation  can  be 
aledged  with  Justice,  and  against  which,  in  general,  not  one  single 
Instance  can  be  proved  of  any  Disloyalty,  much  less  of  any  Con- 
spirace against  our  beloved  King  George  and  Country  we  live  in. 

This,  your  Honour,  would  please  to  observe,  is  the  only  Motive 
and  Reason  that  moved  some  of  Us  to  act  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and 
Country  men  to  congratulate  your  Honour  publickly  on  your  Safe 
Arrival  to  the  station  of  this  Government  at  this  Time,  and  not  to 
any  of  your  honor*^  Predecessors  before  as  above  said :  And  being 
very  well  acquainted  with  the  Sentiments  of  a  considerable  Number  of 
German  Protestants  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  who  all  unani- 
mously agree  to  all  whtt  id  above  said ;  excepting  a  few  ignorant, 
unmannerly  People  lately  come  amongst  us ;  it  makes  us  the  moro 
free  to  lay  the  Case  thus  open  before  your  Honour. 

How,  therefore^  can  any  man  of  due  Reason  think  much  less,  say 

9* 
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that  this  same  People  were  atty  ways  inclined  to  Submit  themsekeB 
again  itadcr  a  Komish  Slavery  upheld  by  a  French  Eiug  7  To  the 
Contrary^  we  wish  and  prayi  and  the  more  at  this  critical  Juncture  of 
impending  Dauffer,  that  God  Almighty  might  rule  our  gracious  King 
George  ami  Parliament  to  find  lawfull  means  to  defeat  and  frostnte 
all  unjust  Designs  of  the  French  King  and  all  other  foreign  Prioccs 
whatever,  wherewith  they  intend  to  disturb  his  Majesty's  Rights: 
And  we  do  hereby  renew  all  true  Loyalty  and  Assistance  or  Contri- 
bution to  our  Kin^  an  Goyemment,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Wisdom 
of  your  lion'  and  our  worthy  Assembly  in  Legislature  by  the  Con- 
Btitutions  of  this  Province  wiU  find  needfuU  &  expedient. 

Now,  Loping  confidently  that  our  gracious  King  and  Parliament 
Is  not  moved  in  Displeasure  against  us  by  mere  false  Defamations, 
wo  cu  terrain  the  good  Confidence  to  your  Hon''  as  a  Lover  of  Justice 
aud  Equity,  to  assist  your  humble  servants  in  defadng  such  unjust 
Clamours  at  home  in  EnglancI,  and  we  hope  our  Actions  and  loyal 
Behaviour  in  this  Province  will  always  be  a  suflficient  ProofiF  of  our 
tender  Affection  to  the  Bealm  of  Great  Brittain. 

And  tEint  the  Almighty  God  may  always  direct  your  Administra- 
tion  to  his  own  Glory  and  the  publick  Welfare,  and  confer  upon 
your  Hon"  Person  every  desirable  Blessing  here  and  eternal  Hap- 
piness hereafter,  is  the  hearty  wish  and  Pray  of 
Sir,  Your  Hon™ 

most  humble  and  dutifull  Servants. 

Signed  io  Behalf  of  ourselves  and  Countrv  Men, 
Noy'^'^  20%  1754. 

Sn^  '^^'rf ''^^"^^  Hehrt  Antes, 

mIT.^    i-'™™'  ^^^^    HUBNER, 

Sr^;,.tS^^™^'  g---  Keck, 

David  Sr  4S^  S™^^  M^lenberg, 

RuDoia^a  bS'  Michael  Walther, 

^ifioiircK  Ma^L.  Matthias  Holi^back, 

Ernst  Ki  rtz;  ^  ?™'^p  Lidick^ 

HEi^aica  Ba^st.«  i^^^  Schrack, 

JOGANNHs    gImS  ChHISTOPP   RabE, 

J^Jatthias  Cune  L"*^  Brunnholtz, 

J*JATTurAi5    AniPTT  MaTTHIAS   HeIKZELLBIAN, 

•Jacob  Kopp^  Johakn.  Caspar  Rubel, 

AdJre^  fro„  the  Gennan  Protestants. 
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Gov.  MoREis  TO  Geo.  Croghan,  1754. 

Philadelpliia,  25  Nov',  1754. 
Sir: 

M'.  Peters  haa  mentioned  yon  to  me  in  a  very  favonrable  manner, 
&  I  am  Qlad  the  Province  haa  a  man  at  this  critical  time  among 
the  Indians  that  they  so  much  depend  npon.  You  will  receive  with 
this  a  speech  from  me  to  the  Indiana  at  Auckquick,  notifying  my 
arrival  with  Belts  and  strings  of  Wampnm,  atipposed  to  be  proper, 
if  noty  I  desire  they  may  be  made  so  before  you  deliver  it.  M'.  Pe- 
ters will  write  you  fully  npon  the  head,  and  give  you  directions  as 
to  a  present  &  Speeches  of  Condolence  npon  y*  death  of  the  half 
King  if  necessary,  if  not,  it  ml|  be  let  alone. 

As  this  is  a  time  in  which  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  the  senti- 
nentSy  Inclinations^  resolutions  &  expectations  of  the  Indians  is  ab- 
solotely  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  Interest  of  these 
Cobnys,!  must  reoomend  it  to  you  to  get  what  insight  you  can  as  to 
these  matters,  and  write  me  from  time  to  time  very  ezplicitly,  and  give 
me  y  sentiments  upon  the  several  heads.  The  Assembly  sitting 
the  next  week  I  desire  you  will,  by  the  return  of  the  Bearer,  write 
me  very  fully  upon  every  thing  relating  to  the  Indiana,  &c.  But  it 
may  be  laid  before  them,  &  their  answers  obtained  thereto,  or  if  you 
should  fail  in  this,  the  proper  measures  for  his  Maj*'*  service,  may 
be  retarded  and  the  Indians  disappointed, 
lam, 

ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

Gov*  Ire  to  Mr.  Croghan,  25  Nov,  1754. 


General  Braddock's  Instructions,  1754. 

G.  R.  In$truct{on$  far  our  Trusty  &  well  beloved  Edw^d  Brad- 
dock,  EsqW.  Maj(yr  General  of  all  our  Forces,  and  whom  We  have 
appointed  Gen^  &  Commander  of  all  &  singular  our  Troops  &  Forces 
f  are  now  in  North  America,  &  y*  shall  be  sent  or  raisd  there  to  vin- 
dicate our  just  Rights  &  Possessions  in  those  Parts.  Given  at  our 
Court,  at  S*.  James's,  y  25*«»  day  of  Nov',  1754,  in  the  28*»»  Year 
of  oar  Reign. 

Whereas,  We  have  by  our  Commission,  bearing  date  the  24**"  day 
of  Sept'  last  past,  appointed  you  to  be  Gen^  &  Commander  of  all 
&  singular  our  Forces,  y^  are  or  shall  be  in  North  America.  For 
year  better  direction  in  duwharge  of  y  Trust  thereby  reposed  in 
You,  We  have  judged  it  proper  to  give  You  the  following  Instruc- 
tions. 
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l"^  We  having  taken  nnder  onr  Royal  &  serious  Consideration 
the  Representations  of  onr  Subjects  in  North  America,  ^  y*  present 
State  of  our  Colonies,  in  order  to  vindicate  our  just  Rights  &  Pos- 
sessions from  all  Encroachments,  &  to  secure  y*  Commerce  of  our 
Subjects,  We  have  given  diriection  y*  Two  of  our  Regiments  of  Foot 
now  in  Ireland,  commanded  by  S'  Peter  Halket  &  Col.  Dunbar,  & 
likewise  a  suitable  Train  of  Artillery,  Transports  &  Store  Ships, 
together  with  a  certain  Number  of  our  Ships  of  War^  to  convey  the 
same,  shall  forthwith  repair  to  North  America. 

2*^.  You  shall  immediately,  upon  y«  Reoeit  of  these  our  Instmo- 
tions,  embark  on  board  one  of  our  Ships  of  War,  and  you  shall  pro- 
ceed to  North  America,  where  You  will  take  our  said  Force  under 
your  Command.  And  We  having  appointed  Aug.  Keppel,  Esq'.,  to 
command  y<>  Squadron  of  our  Sb^s  of  War  on  y*  American  Sta- 
tion, We  do  hereby  require  &  enjoin  you  to  cultivate  a  good  under- 
standing &  correspondence  with  y*  s*  Commander  of  our  Squadron 
during  your  continuance  upon  y*  Service,  with  which  you  are  now 
entrusted.  We  having  given  directions  of  y*  like  nature  to  y'  s*  Com- 
mander of  our  Squadron;  with  Regard  to  his  conduct  &  correspon- 
dence with  you. 

3*.  And  Whereas,  there  will  be  wanting  a  number  of  men  to 
make  up  y«  designed  complements  of  our  said  Regiments,  from  500 
to  700  each :  And  Whereas,  it  is  our  Intention  y^  Two  other  Regi- 
ments of  Foot,  to  consist  of  1000  men  each,  shall  be  forthwith 
raised  &  comanded  by  Gov'  Shirley  &  8'  W"-  Pepperell,  whom  We 
have  appointed  Col"  of  y^*  same  in  our  Provinces  &  Colonies,  in 
North  America,  and  have  given  directions  y'  y*  Regiment  under  y* 
command  of  y'  former  shoud  rendezvous  at  Boston,  &  y^  under  y* 
command  of  y^  latter  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia ;  and  We  hay- 
ing given  orders  to  our  several  Governors  to  be  taking  the  previous 
Steps  toward  contributing,  as  far  as  they  can,  to  have  about  3000 
men  in  readiness  to  be  enlisted  for  these  Purposes,  &  to  be  put  in 
Proportion  as  they  shall  be  raised  under  your  command,  &  be  sub- 
jept  to  your  distribution  into  the  corps  above  mentioned.  And  We 
having  thought  proper  to  dispatch  Sir  John  S^  Clair,  our  deputy 
Quarter  Master  Gen',  &  Ja».  Pitcher,  Esq' ,  our  Commissary  of  y« 
musters,  in  North  America,  to  prepare  every  thing  necessary  for  j* 
arrival  of  y*  Two  Regiments  from  Europe,  &»  for  y*  raising  of  y« 
Forces  above  mentioned,  in  America.  You  will  inform  yourself  of 
such  of  our  Governors  as  you  can  most  conveniently  upon  your  ar- 
rival, &  of  all  of  them  in  due  time,  &  likewise  of  our  s^  deputy 
Quarter  Master  Gen^  &  Commissary  of  y®  musters,  concerning  y" 
Progress  they  shaH  respectively  have  made  in  y  Execution  of  our 
commands  above  mentioned^  in  order  y*  you  may  be  enabled  without 
delay  to  act  accordingly. 

4**.  Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  Us  y*  y«  Forces,  which 
are  to  go  ihrom  Cork  under  your  command,  may  be  in  want  of  Pro- 
visions upon  y*  arrival  in  America,  We  have  caused  in  consideration 
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thereof  1000  Barrels  of  Beef  &  10  Tods  of  Bntter,  to  be  pnt  on 
board  the  Transport  Vessels,  &  to  be  delivered  to  you  npon  your 
arrival  in  America,  in  case  you  shall  find  y  same  to  be  necessary 
in  order  to  be  distributed  among  y«  officers  &  Troops,  &  y*  several 
Persons  belonging  to  y*  Train  of  Artillery.  But  it  is  our  Royal 
Will  &  Pleasure,  y*  in  case  y*  Gov**  of  our  Colonies  shall  have 
provided  a  proper  Quantity  of  Provisions  for  our  Troops  upon  their 
arrival,  you  will  then  signify  y*  same  to  y*  Commander  in  Chief  of 
onr  Fleet  in  those  Parts,  y^  y«  b«  1000  Barrels  of  Beef  &  10  Tons 
of  Butter,  or  such  Part  thereof  as  shall  not  be  expended^  may  be 
applied  to  y«  Use  of  our  Royal  Navy. 

5**.  Whereas,  We  have  given  Orders  to  our  said  Gov"  to  provide 
carefully  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  fresh  victuals  for  y  Use  of  our 
Troops  at  their  arrival,  &  y*  they  shoud  also  furnish  all  our  officers 
who  may  have  occasion  to  go  from  Place  to  Place,  with  all  necessa- 
ries for  travelling  by  Land,  in  case  there  are  no  means  of  going  by 
Sea ;  &  likewise,  to  observe  &  obey  all  such  orders  as  shall  be  given 
by  Ton  or  Persons  appointed  by  you  from  time  to  time  for  quarter- 
ing the  Troops,  impressing  Carriages,  &  providing  all  necessaries  for 
such  Forces  as  shall  arrive  or  be  raised  in  America,  and  y^  the  s*' 
several  Services  shall  be  performed  at  the  charge  of  of  y*  respective 
Oovemments,  wherein  the  same  shall  happen.  It  is  our  Will  & 
Pleasure  y^  you  should,  pursuant  thereto,  apply  to  our  s'  Governors, 
or  any  of  them,  upon  all  such  Exigencies. 

6*^.  And  Whereas,  We  have  further  directed  our  said  Gov*^  to 
endeavour  to  prevail  upon  y*  Assemblies  of  their  respective  Provin- 
ces to  raise  {forthwith  as  large  a  Sum  as  can  be  afforded,  as  their 
contribution  to  a  common  Fund,  to  be  employed  provisionally  for 
y*  general  Service  in  North  America,  particularly  for  paying  ^e« 
charge  of  levying  y*  Troops  to  make  up  y«  complements  of  y"  Re- 
giments abovementioned.  It  is  our  Will  &  Pleasure  y'  you  shon'd 
give  them  all  y*  advice  &  assistance  you  can  towards  effectuating 
these  good  Purposes,  by  establishing  such  a  oommon  Fund  as  may 
fully  supply  y  intended  Service;  Bat  you  will  take  particular  Care 
to  prevent  ye  Payment  of  any  money  whatever  to  y*  Troops  under 
your  command,  except  such  as  shall  be,  pursuant  to  y«  Returns, 
made  to  you  of  effective  men. 

7**.  We  having  likewise  directed  our  s*  Gov"  to  correspond,  ad- 
vise &  confer  with  you  about  all  such  matters  as  may  tend  to  y« 
promoting  the  said  Levies  in  their  respective  Provinces,  you  are  here- 
by required  to  be  aiding  &  assisting  to  them  in  y*"  Execution  of  our 
8*  Instructions,  for  which  purpose  you  will  not  only  keep  a  constant 
&  frequent  correspondence  in  writing  with  them,  but  will  likewise 
visit  the  s*  Provinces,  or  any  one  of  them  y^  you  shall  think  it  ne- 
cessary for*our  Service  so  to  do.  And  you  will  remind  our  said  Gover- 
nors to  uae  all  possible  dispatoh,  that  y«  Execution  of  our  design 
may  not  be  retarded  by  y*  Slowness  of  Levies  to  be  made  in  their 
respective  Provinces,  or  for  y*  Want  of  Transports,  Victuals,  or  any 
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other  neoesaariesy  at  Buch  timeB  &  Plaoes  as  you  shall  think  fit  to 
appoint  for  their  General  Eendezvons.  And  if  any  Preparatioa 
should  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  our  Service,  which  is  not  con- 
tained in  these  our  Instructionsy  you  shall,  with  y*"  concurrenoe  of 
the  Governors  who  are  to  assist  in  any  such  Service,  make  any  such 
Preparations;  provided  y^  y*  same  sh^l  appear  to  you  absolutely  ne- 
cessary (or  y  Defence  of  our  just  Eights  &  Dominions ;  and  yoa 
will,  in  all  such  Emergencies  &  occurrences  y^  may  happen,  whether 
herein  mentioned  or  not  provided  for  by  these  Instructions,  not  only 
use  yonr  best  Circumspection,  but  shall  likewise  call  to  your  assist- 
ance a  Council  of  War  when  necessary,  which  We  have  thought  fit 
to  appoint  upon  this  occasion,  consisting  of  yourself,  y<>  Commander 
in  Chief  of  our  Ships  in  those  Parts,  such  Governors  of  our  Colo- 
nies or  Provinces,  &  such  Colonels  &  other  of  our  Field  officers  as 
shall  happen  to  be  at  a  convenient  distance  from  our  s*^  Gen^  &  Com- 
mander of  our  Forces,  &  you  shall  with  y  advice  of  them  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  determine  all  Operations  to  be  performed  by  our 
said  Forces  under  your  oommand,  and  all  other  important  Points 
relating  thereto,  in  a  manner  y*  shsll  be  most  conducive  to  y  Ends 
for  which  y«  s<^  Forces  are  intended,  &  for  y  faithful  discharge  of  y« 
great  Trust  hereby  committed  to  you. 

8^.  You  will  not  only  cultivate  y  best  Harmony  &  Friendship 
poflMble  with  y«  seyeral  Governors  of  our  Colonies  &  Provinces,  bat 
likewise  with  y«  Chiefs  of  y  Indian  bribes,  &  for  y«  better  Improve- 
ment of  our  good  Correspondence  with  y*  s*^  Indian  Tribes,  you  will 
find  out  some  fit  &  proper  Person  agreeable  to  the  Southern  Indiaas 
to  be  sent  to  them  for  this  purpose,  in  like  manner  as  We  have  or- 
derd  CoL  Johnson  to  repair  to  y^  Northern  Indians,  as  y*  Person 
thought  to  be  most  acceptable  to  them,  to  endeavour  to  engage  them 
to  take  part  &  act  with  our  Forces^  in  such  operations  as  you  shall 
think  most  expedient, 

9^.  You  will  inform  yourself  from  time  to  time,  of  y  Nature  & 
Value  of  y  Presents  y'  shall  be  voted  or  orderd  by  y*  Assemblies 
of  our  different  Colonies  &  Provinces,  in  y*  accustomed  manner  of 
the  inviting  &  engaging  y  Indian  Tribes  to  our  Alliance  &  Inter- 
est, and  you  will  be  very  watchful  y  a  just  &  faithful  distributioa 
be  made  of  y*  same,  by  all  such  Persons  who  shall  be  entrusted 
therewith,  and  yon  shall  assist  y  b*  Persons  with  your  best  advice 
in  y*  B^  distribution*.  You  will  likewise  give  a  particular  attention 
to  y*'  prudent  disposal  of  such  Presents  as  shall  be  made  upon  any 
Occasion,  or  such  as  shall  haye  been  prepared  by  Lieut.  Governor 
Dinwiddle,  for  y*"  said  Indians,  out  of  y  money  already  vested  in  his 
Hands  or  otherwise. 

10**^.  Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  Us,  y^  an  illegal  Cor- 
respondence &  Trade  is  frequently  carried  on  between  the  French  & 
our  Subjects  in  y  several  Colonies,  you  will  diligently  take  all  pos- 
sible measures  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  all  such  dangerous 
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Practices^  particularly  tbat  the  French  should  not^  upon  any  account 
whatever,  be  supplied  with  Provisions,  &o^. 

11^.  Whereas,  We  have  thought  it  necessary  upon  this  occasion 
to  establish  &  ascertain  the  Rank  that  shall  be  observed  between  the 
officers  bearing  tur  immediate  Commission,  &  those  who  act  under 
the  Commissions  of  our  Governors,  Lieut^  or  Deputy  Governors;  or 
y«  Presidents  of  our  Colonies,  for  the  Time  being.  We  have  orderd 
several  printed  Copies  thereof  to  be.  put  into  yourHands^  tobeaffix'd 
or  dispersd  as  you  shall  judge  proper  in  America. 

12**.  Tou  will  herewith  receive  a  Copy  of  y«  early  directions  that 
were  sent  by  our  Order  on  y"  28***  August, .  1763,  to  our  several 
Governors,  enjoining  &  exhorting  our  Colonies  &  Provinces,  in  North 
America,  to  unite  together  for  their  common  &  mutual  defence,  & ' 
you  will  see  by  our  directions  of  5**»  July,  Copies  whereof  are  now 
also  delivered  to  you  our  repeated  commands,  for  enforcing  the  Ob- 
servance of  our  said  orders  of  y«  28**  August,  1753,  &  y*  We  were 
graciously  pleased  to  order  the  Sum  of  £10,000  to  bo  remitted  in 
Specie  to  Lieut*  Gov'  Dinwiddie,  to  draw  Bills  for  a  farther  Sum  of  ^ 
£10,000,  upon  y*  conditions  mentioned  in  our  Warrant  of  the  3' 
July  last;  &  transmitted  to  y*  s*  L*  Gov'  Dinwiddie,  on  y*  27th 
Sept'  following,  by  our  Order  for  y«  general  Service  &  Protection  of 
North  America,  and  y«  several  other  Letters  of  October  y«  25  &  26, 
&  of  Nov'y*4*»»,  to  our  Gov",  to  Sir  W--  Pepperell  &  Col.  Shirley, 
Copies  of  which  will  be  delivered  to  you  herewith,  will  fully  ac- 
quaint you  with  our  Orders  &  Instructions  which  have  been  signified 
to  our  officers  &  Governors  upon  this  Subject,  at  those  respective 
Times,  will  enable  you  to  inform  yourself  what  Progress  has  been 
made  in  the  Execution  thereof;  And  as  Extracts  of  Lieut*  Gov' 
Dinwiddie's  Letters  of  May  lO**",  June  18**,  &  July  24%  relating 
to  the  Summons  of  the  Fort  which  was  erecting  on  y«  Forks  of  y* 
Monongohela,  &  y«  Skirmish  y*  followed  soon  after,  &  likewise  of  y« 
action  in  the  Great  Meadows,  near  the  River  Ohio,  are  herewith  de- 
livered to  you,  you  will  be  fully  acquainted  with  what  has  hitherto 
happened  of  a  hostile  Nature  upon  the  Banks  of  that  Eivcr. 

13**.  You  will  not  fail  to  send  Us  by  the  first,  &  every  occasion 
that  may  offer,  a  full  and  clear  account  of  your  Proceedings,  &  of 
all  material  Points  relating  to  our  Service,  by  Letter,  to  one  of  our 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  from  whom  you  shall  receive,  from 
time  to  time,  such  farther  Orders  as  may  be  necessary  for  your 
Guidance  and  Direction.* 

G.  R 
Indorsed. 

Copy.    General  Braddock's  Instructions. 

*  General  Braddoek  nrrived  Fcby  1765.     Sec  Col.  Rcc.  Vol.  VI  ,  p.  £03. 
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Gor.  Fitch  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Norwalk;  29«»  November,  1754. 
Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  the  20**  Instant  by  M'.  Armstrong  received  yea- 
terday,  and  should  be  glad  it  was  in  my  Power  to  do  more  service 
than  I  am  at  present  able  to  afford  to  prevent  the  111  Consequences 
you  have  so  well  pointed  out  as  proceeding  from  tbe  Purchass  of 
those  Lands  on  Susquehannah  in  the  manner  in  which  some  People 
of  this  Colony  have  presumed  to  act;  I  am  very  sensible  that  to 
,  take  any  steps  to  disaffect  the  Indians  in  our  alliance  or  to  raise 
Contests  between  the  Governments  at  this  Critical  Conjuncture  must 
be  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  Interest,  and  greatly  Detrimental  to 
the  safety  and  peace  of  these  Governments ;  and  therefore  ouglu  to 
he  opposed  hy  all,  I  perswade  myself  Sir  that  you  believe  I  shall  use 
what  Influence  and  Interest  I  can  against  such  proceedings.  Indeed 
I  must  Confess  myself  to  be  unacquainted  with  the  Scheme  pro- 
posed by  those  persons,  and  know  but  very  little  about  the. steps  they 
have  taken  as  thei/  never  made  any  application  to  the  Government 
about  the  matter,  and  who  the  Persons  concerned  be,  or  where  they 
live,  I  know  not,  but  only  in  general  I  have  been  informed  some 
live  in  this  Government,  and  I  suppose  the  greatest  numherj  8ome«ia 
England,  some  in  New  York,  the  Jersey  and  Elsewhere.  When 
Gov  Wolcott  made  publick  Gov'  Hamilton's  Letter  about  this 
affair,  I  Imagined  it  would  have  Discouraged  the  further  proceedings 
in  that  matter,  but  by  what  I  have  heard  it  had  not  in  general  that 
Effect,  however  I  know  of  no  better  way  with  us  at  present  than  to 
represent  the  State  of  the  Case  in  some  publick  Manner  by  which 
all  Persons  Concerned  may  see  the  Consequences  of  such  a  proce- 
dure ;  and  it  will  be  needless  for  .me  to  hint  what  may  bs  proper  to 
bo  done  in  your  Government  in  such  Case ;  I  shall  therefore  lay 
this  Matter  before  our  Assembly  for  their  Consideration  ;  and  shall 
as  I  have  opportunity  Endeavour  as  far  as  lies  in  my  Power  to  shew 
the  Perril  attending  such  transactions;  if  any  thing  worthy  of  No- 
tice pccnrs  shall  further  advise  you ;  in  the  mean  time 
Remain  your  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  FITCH. 
The  Hon"'  Govr.  Morris, 

Direction.—"  To  The  Hon*>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  6o- 
vernour  of  the  Province  of  Pensylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Geo.  Croghan  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

De»^  2*.  1754. 
May  itt  Plcso  y  honour, 

I  wrote  you  all  y«  News  I  had  from  y«  Ohio  Leatly  by  my  Man, 
vhome  I  Sent  down  Express,  ia  that  I  acquainted  y  honour  that  I 
intended  to  Leave  this  pleace  for  this  Heson,  that  all  the  Promisess 
Made  those  Indians  or  any  Expectations  they  hare  of  this  govern- 
ments Doing  any  thing  for  them,  they  allways  Expect  to  be  fullfiU^ 
by  Me,  and  as  itt  is  nott  in  my  Power  to  Do  any  thing  for  them,  I 
think  itt  proper  one  of  y  Interpreters  should  be  Sent  hear  to  take 
Care  of  them,  they  Imagin  I  have  Keceived  orders  from  y  honour 
to  Snply  them  with  Such  things  as  fhey  want,  and  begins  to  think  I 
intend  to  Cheet  them  outt  of  their  Bites  or  what  they  Imagin  I  had 
orders  to  give  them ;  on  y«  other  hand,  I  make  no  Doubt  butt  y 
Crovernment  thinks  I  Run  them  to  an  Extravigint  Expence  as  itt  is 
Kealy  a  hevy  Expence  to  the  Government;  to  acquitt  My  Self  from 
Reflections  on  boath  Sides,  I  should  be  glad  some  other  person  wold 
be  apointed  to  provide  for  them  who  phaps  May  Do  itt  Beter  then 
I  Can,  itt  is  nott  because  I  Neaver  h&ve  bean  paid  any  thing  for  my 
truble,  butt  to  avoide  Sencur  thp'  I  aShtire  y  honour  I  Neaver  Re- 
ceived a  farthing  for  my  own  time  &  truble  Spent  on  those  ocations 
in  My  Life  from  y^  Government,  itt  is  true  they  allways  paid  me 
fer  y**  Services  of  My  horses,  butt  Neaver  Considered  Me  one  far- 
thing for  My  Truble,  tho'  I  Remember  Last  Winter  when  John 
Paten  was  Sent  out  to  Ohio  with  a  Letter,  the  government  aLowed 
him  £50, 1  was  Sent  out.  att  y*"  same  time,  and  was  outt  three 
Months,  butt  Neaver  had  y*  Least  acknolidgement  made  me,  I  Dont 
Menshon  this  to  y'  honour  by  way  of  Expecting  any  pay  fer  My 
Truble,  fer  Should  itt  be  thought  of  any  Service  to  y  publick  My 
staying  hear  att  this  Criteoall  Juntucr,  I  will  obay  y  honours  orders 
with  Plesher,  and  aSist  any  Person  y  honour  will  ^nd  hear. 

I  think  att  this  time  itt  is  my  Duty  to  acquaint  y  honour  what 
I  know  of  y®  Indians  Sentiments,  and  what  they  Expect  of  this 
government,  which  is  as  folows,  the  Ohio  Indians  in  Ginrele  putts 
thiie  hole  Depcnance  on  this  government  in  Regarde  to  y*  Expedi- 
tion as  Soon  as  this  government  Moves,  they  will  unite  all  thire 
fonse  and  attack  y""  French,  Butt  I  Blive  Nott  till  then,  and  they 
Expect  y*  Government  will  Suply  them  hear  with  Provisions  till 
Spring,  and  Cloathing  for  there  famelys  till  they  See  what  will  be  ^ 
Don,  y  Dalaways  &  Shannas  are  all  study  frends  and  I  Blive  will 
llcmain  so  notwithstanding  y  many  afferts  made  on  them  by  y^ 
French,  butt  I  think  they  should  be  Sent  fer  to  Come  on  this  Side 
y  Aleganie  Mountain,  if  the  Government  Should  think  proper  to 
Snport  those  Indians  and  Do  itt  in  a  ginrous  Manor,  I  think  all  the 
Ohio  Indians  May  be  Retain'^  in  y*  British  Intrest,  Butt  if  nott  Don 
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Speedelj  and  with  Spreti  I  think  itt  is  better  give  them  np  without 
any  farther  Ezpence,  those  people  Expects  a  Small  Stokeado  fortt 
Made  fer  j«  Securety  of  thire  Wifes  &  Children,  as  they  are  afread 
of  y*  French  Indians  Coming  to  attack  them,  this  is  all  I  know  of 
thire  Sentiorents  or  Ezpections  att  present,  Butt  I  will  Write  y 
honour  all  y*"  News  I  Can  hear  worth  y  honours  Notice  from  time 
to  time,  the  Shannas  that  was  hear  and  Went  to  Verginia  is  yet 
within  50  Miles  of  this,  &  1  b'live  will  Continue  there  till  spring. 
I  am  y  honours  most  bumble 

and  most  obeidcnt  humble 
Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 

Indorsed. — "A  Letter  from  George  Croghan,  to  Gov.  Morris, 
Dated  Dec.  2, 1754,  Laid  before  the  House,  Dec.  9, 1754.*' 


Geo.  Croghan  to  Gov.  Morris,  1764. 

Aughick  old  Town,  Dec'  2d,  1754. 
May  itt  Plese  yo'  Honour : 

Yesterday  I  was  favored  with  y  honour's  Leter  and  Instructions 
to  ye  Indians  hear,  all  which  I  delivered  this  Morning  in  ye  Presents 
of  y  honour's  Mesengar,  and  Likewise  Delivered  a  Small  present  in 
y  honour's  Name  to  Condole  with  them  on  ye  Death  of  the  half 
king,  and  to  Wipe  ye  Tears  from  thire  Eyes  to  ye  a  mount  of  <£20. 
10,  which  I  hope  will  be  agreeable  to  y  honour ;  y  honour's  Speech 
was  very  kind  Ly  Received  by  ye  Indians,  and  they  Return  thire 
father,  ye  king  of  Great  Bretan,  and  his  honour  ye  Proprietor, 
thire  hearty  thanks  for  apointing  a  Gentelman  bread  in  ye  Same 
Land  with  them  to  have  ye  Car^  of  them,  and  a  Shures  y  honour 
they  will  be  Directed  by  you  in  Every  thing  that  may  Contrubett  to 
keep  up  a  good  understanding  between  you  and  them,  and  Desiers 
thire  Compliments  may  be  made  to  his  honour,  Governor  Hamilton, 
thire  Brother,  and  thankes  him  for  ye  care  he  took  of  them  Dureiog 
his  Administeration  in  this  Government;  hear  they  gave  a  String  of 
Wompum. 

I  am  y  honour's  most 

humble  and  most 

obedient  Servant. 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
Indorsed. — Laid  before  the  House  DeC  9,  1754. 

*  See  Colon.  Eec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  188. 
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Geo,  CaoaHAN  to  R.  Peters,  1754. 

Dec  2d,  1754. 

I  am  Greatly  oblidg^  to  yea  for  Leting  me  know  how  ill  I  am  Be* 
presented  to  yon.  But  I  a  Share  you  I  have  a  more  Oreatfall  Spiritt 
than  to  Spake  one  Disrespeotfnll  word  of  yoa ;  it  is  true  it  was  tould 
me  you  wold  be  my  Enemy  in  Begard  to  Lands,  and  that  I  Never 
flhould  have  a  foot  over  ye  hills,  which  I  did  nott  bleve ;  and  if  yon 
Remember,  I  mentioned  Something  that  way  in  a  Leter  to  you.  I 
Never  tucht  with  any  of  the  Propritors  Bights  I  a  Shure  you,  But 
if  I  tuok  np  Land  and  Sold  my  Bight  otsettlement  or  Improvement,  I 
thought  itt  Could  nott  affect  ye  Proprietors.  However,  I  hope  to  Sett 
all  those  Maters  Bight  when  I  See  you.  I  will  be  very  Willing  to  gp 
to  Philadelphia,  Either  with  Indians  or  without,  att  any  time  that 
you  will  apoint  to  meet  you  and  Mrt  Hockly,  and  Do  all  in  my 
power  to  Secure  you  bpath ;  and  those  that  Say  otherwise  to  you 
Dose  me  wronge.  Pray  Could  nott  ye  aSembly  pass  an  actt  of 
bankruept  to  bblidge  ye  merchants  to  take  what  effects  we  have  for 
pay,  and  so  discharge  us.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  that  Could  be 
BoQ  or  in  what  Maner  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Montour  is  att  y%Camp  att  Wills  Creek,  butt  Expected  home 
Every  Day. 

I  am,  !>  S', 

y  most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CBOGHAN. 
For  Bichard  Peters,  Esq^ 
in  Philadelphia. 


I>S' 


Geo.  Croghan  to  R.  Peters,  1754. 

>ccem'  2d,  1 
Aughick  old  Town 


Decern'  2d,  1754.        1 


Yesterday  I  Beceived  y'  feavor  by  his  honour's  Express,  by  which 
I  find  My  Man  had  Nott  gott  to  Town  when  this  Express  Sett  out. 
I  then  wrote  what  News  I  bad  of  ye  Motions  of  ye  French,  and 
Should  have  wrote  my  Sentements  in  full  butt  for  this  Beason, 
(when  Mcs  Wiser  was  hear  hei  Desired  ye  Indians  might  Stay  Con- 
tented till  ye  governor  wold  a  Bive,  and  then  they  might  Depend  on 
ft  present  and  have  every  thing  they  wanted ;  he  Left  with  me  ye 
Price  of  500  bushels  of  wheat  for  them,  and  tould  me  before  that 
was  Expended  I  Should  have  fresh  orders,  butt  I  never  Beceived  any, 
which  made  me  Conclude  that  those  Indians  was  to  be  taken  np 
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more  Notice  of;  and  aa  I  am  Very  ScenoaUe  the  Qoverament  baa 
Very  Little  publick  feath,  I  thought  my  Presing  things  wold  Lock 
as  if  I  wanted  to  make  a  hand  for  my  Self  out  ot  the  pnblick  money, 
which  I  a  Sure  you  wold  be  ye  Last  thing  I  wold  Do  for  a  Liveli- 
hood, Lett  me  be  in  Ever  so  much  Distres ;  the  Indians  ailways  a 
teasing  me  for  those  promises,  and  ye  Winter  coming  on,  and  no 
Provision  made  for  them,  made  me  Determin  to  Leave  ye  Plaae  to 
them  Selves,  and  Lett  Some  other  Person  tale  a  turn  of  takeing 
Care  of  the  Indians,  for  I  a  Sure  you  I  am  jf  150  ye  worse  for  thire 
being  hear  Since  they  Came ;  and  as  I  am  to  Do  ail  those  things  with- 
out any  Restusion  for  my  time  or  trouble,  I  think  itt  to  hard  to  be 
att  a  Loss  by  acting  for  ye  good  of  ye  Province,  besides  Laying  my 
Self  under  a  great  many  Keflections,  for  ye  Government  of  Yir^nia 
Imagines  if  itt  was  Nott  for  me,  that  all  ye  Indians  wold  a  Stai' 
there,  in  which  ye  Really  Rong  me;  but  what  Confirms  them  in  that 
opinion  is  My  Refusing  an  ofer  when  made  Me  by  them.  Butt  att 
**  Request  I  will  Lett  his  honour  know  all  my  Sentements,  and  what 
know  of  ye  Indians'  Minds,  and  Likewise  what  they  Expect  ye 
Government  to  Do  for  them ;  and  if  itt  Should  be  thought  of  any 
Service  to  ye  publick  my  Staying  hear  all  Winter,  I  will  Stay  and 
a  Sist  any  person  that  will  be  apointed  to  provide  for  ye  Indians, 
butt  I  a  Sure  you  I  Never  Desier  to  have  ye  handling  of  a  farthing 
of  ye  Publick  Money,  for  fear  of  Reflectioi^ 
I  am  D'  S', 

Your  most  Humble  Servant. 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 

For  Richard  Peters,  Esq', 
in  Philadelphia. 


r 


Geq,  Croghan  to  R.  Peters,  1754. 

Decem*'.  y«  5<*,  1754. 
Dr.  Sr. 

Since  I  wrote  my  Last  to  y*  governor  and  you  y«  Shannas,  which 
I  Menshoned  was  within  50  Miles  of  this  Plese,  after  Treating  with 
Go^  Innes  att  y«  Camp,  Came  hear  and  was  very  unesey  att  thire 
being  Detaind  So  Long  hear  this  Samer,  and  Now  was  oblig*  to  go 
home  without  hearing  from  thire  Brother  Onas,  which  was  thire  only 
Busness  Down  to  know  what  thire  Brother  wold  have  them  to  Do, 
I  Strowe  to  keep  them  till  his  honours  Instructions  wold  Come  up, 
Butt  to  No  purpose,  they  wold  by  No  Mains  be  stopt  as  the  Winter 
was  so  far  advanct  and  as  they  Seem*  to  be  unesey  by  thire  Nolt 
Receiveing  any  Present  from  this  government  I  was  oblidg'  to  ven- 
tur  and  buy  £42  worth  of  goods  from  the  Berrer  to  give  them,  for 
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wbioh  I  gave  him  Mj  Note,  whicli  I  hope  y^  Government  wont 
Lett  Me  Suffer,  for  they  are  Sett  of  prety  well  Satisfy^  and  I  gott 
the  feaver  of  them  to  Leave  two  Men  hear  to  weate  till  his  honour 
wdd  Send  up  his  Instftictions  that  they  might  follow  Imeadetly 
with  y  Speechs  to  aquaint  all  thire  peple,  I  am  Senoable  itt  was 
Wrong  of  me  to  take  open  Me  to  Do  this,  Butt  as  I  am  Situated  I 
must  have  Don  itt  or  Mse  Lett  them  gon  home  Displesed  with  this 
government.  So  I  Chose  Rather  to  venter,  Supose  I  Shuld  pay  itt 
My  Self,  then  send  y«  heads  of  that  Nation  home  Displeas^,  att  this 
time  I  hope  his  honour  will  Excuse  my  forwerdness  in  this  as  I 
Bea]y  Don  itt  for  y«  good  of  y*  Government,  as  Every  Body  is  Sen- 
cable  I  Can  have  No  vews  of  Tread,  Now  I  am  Dr.  Sr. 
y  Most  humble 

Servant, 

GEO.  CR06HAN.* 

P.  8. — S'.  I  hope  his  honour  will  order  y*  Berrer  paid,  and  My 
Note  Taken  up  as  itt  will  be  a  great  Disapointment  to  y*  Man,  if  he 
Boae  nott  gett  itt,  as  he  Lett  me  have  y**  things  Purely  to  oblidge 
y  government. 

Directed.—^*  For  Richard  Peters,.Esq'.  in  Philadelphia." 


Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Annapolis,  December  lO***,  1754. 

Sir, 

I  take  this  Opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your 
fevour  of  the  14*^  of  November,  &  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  just 
now  received  Intelligence  from  Will's  Creek,  of  the  arrival  of  1100 
Freoch,  and  70  Arondacks  at  the  French  Fort  on  Monongahela,  & 
that  there  are  400  French,  &  200  Conawagas  &  Ottaways  more  at 
the  Head  of  Ohio  ready  to  come  down  thither.  As  soon  as  the 
Anndacks  caipe  to  the  Fort  the  Commandant  divided  them  into 
three  Detachments,  &  sent  them  against  the  Back  Settlements  of 
Peoffllvania,  Maryland  or  Virginia.  I  have  also  received  advice 
that  about  300  French  Families  hkve  settled  this  Fail  at  the  Mad 
Creek  a  great  Deal  on  this  Side  the  Twightwee  Town  &  not  far 
from  the  Maguak. 

I  am  sir  with  the  truest  Respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Honours  most  humble  &  mo 
obedient  Servant, 

HOR«.  SHARPE. 

Gov*.  Morris. 

*  Referred  to  in  Col.  Reoorda,  Vol.  VI.  p.  226. 
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Indorsed.— ''Beoem*.  10, 1754.* 
Gov.  Sharpb, 

Of  the  numben  of  the  French  &  Indians  at  and  near  Ohio. 

Beo'd  Deoem%  16th. 

French  at  Monongahek;   ;        .        .         .        .  200 

lately  arriyed  there^ 1100 

Indians  lately  arrived  there^       ....  70 

Frenoh  at  the  upper  fort^       ....  400 

Indians  there, '  200 

1970 
^  Besides  Indians  at  Monongahela,  before  the  arrival  of  y«  last 
seventy." 


R.  Peters  to  Geo.  Croghan,  1754. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  yours  by  James  Ennis,  &  shall  take  another 
time  to  answer  the  part  relating  to  your  own  private  Affairs  and  the 
Hint  you  give  me  about  ye  method  of  Obtaining  a  discharge. 

Your  present  charge,  if  faithfully  performed,  will  do  more  than 
any  thing  in  your  &vour  and  dispose  the  LegisUture  well  towards 
you. 

If,  notwithstanding  what  the  Governor  has  said  at  the  Instance  of 
the  Assembly  concerning  the  Eemoval  of  the  Indians  from  Auck- 
quick  to  a  place  nearer  the  Inhabitants^  you  shall  be  of  Opinion  that 
Auckquick  is  the  best  place  and  ought  to  be  fortified  for  the  Secu- 
rity of  the  Provinces,  pray  tell  your  mind  freely  to  the  Governor. 
Will  not  it  be  impossible  for  Indians  &  White  people  to  live  to- 
gether i  Will  not  there  be  an  eternal  Intercourse  of  Bum  and  a 
perpetual  Scene  of  quarrelling  t  Pray,  think  well  of  all  the  mis- 
chiefs ariftinff  from  such  a  Removal,  nor  be  induced  by  any  other  Con- 
siderations tnan  the  publiok  Good  and  Safety  of  the  baek  Inhabi- 
tants to  give  your  Opinion  in  favour  of  a  Bemoval. 
Ir  Is  it  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Settlers  in  Cumberland 
County  to  have  a  Place  of  Security  to  the  West  of  the  Blue  Hills, 
and  on  this  side  the  Allegeny  Hills  ?  if  so.  Can  there  be  a  more 
proper  place  than  Auckquick  ? 

Urge  this  Point  on  all  the  reasoning  you  are  master  of,  if  you 
think  in  this  manner  as  I  am  told  you  do,  to  the  Governor  &  insist 
that  a  Stockade  be  made  this  Winter.  What  is  the  Charge  of  Car- 
riage to  a  matter  of  this  Importance,  rather  than  this  should  be  in 
the  way.  Cannot  you  put  it  into  the  heads  of  the  Indians  to  fetch 
their  own  Provisions  from  the  Inhabitants,  &  so  save  that  Expence  ? 

*  See  reply,  p.  216. 
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Auckquick  ought  to  be  made  Btrong,  and  then  it  will  be  a  good 
Barrieiv-indeed,  there  should  be  two  places  over  the  Blue  Hills 
well  fortifi^^  or  we  shall  loee  the  Indians* 

♦Iwou'd  willingly  have  Soarroyadjgo  away  with  a  good  Opinion 
of  this  Govemm*.  The  House  have  voted  ^£20,000  pounds,  and  I 
hope  will  offer  such  a  Bill  for  the  raising  it  as  will  be  agreed  to  by 
the  Governor;  but  I  do  not  know  enough  to  say  either  one  way  or 
the  other. 

M^  Montour  is  in  Town,  and.  will,  I  suppose,  stay  long  enough  to 
bring  you  the  Event  of  this  Vote. 

I  wUl,  likewise,  give  him  the  answer  of  this  Government  to  the 
Delawares,  Shawenes  Speeches  to  M^  Weiser,  when  last  at  Auck- 
quick, which  are  thought  of  great  moment,  &  in  which  Governor  & 
Assembly  do  join, 
lam. 
Sir, 

Tour  assured  Friend 

&  humble  Servant,    • 

Philad-,  10«»  Dec,  1754.  RICHARD  PETERS. 

Geo.  Croghan,  Esq'. 

Indorsed — 
M'  Peter's  Letter  to  M'  Croghan. 


Gov.  Shiblby  to  Gov.  Morris,  1764. 

Boston,  Dec  17%  1754. 
Dear  Sir, 

Many  thanks  to  you  for  all  your  kindness  to  Jack )  He  soon  re- 
turns to  you^  like  a  bad  penny.  1  shall  be  extremely  oblig'd  to  you 
for  your  favour  in  encouraging  Enlistm**  into  my  Regim*,  by  your 
Countenancing  him  in  the  shape  of  a  Recruiting  OfBcer.  I  flatter 
nyaelf  it  may  be  for  the  pubUok  Service,  as  well  as  my  own  and 
Jack's  in  particular,  as  his  success  in  recruiting  may  facilitate  my 
Obtaining  a  Company  for  him  in  my  Regim^,  in  the  first  step. 

I  find  by  your  late  Message  and  Speech  to  the  Assembly  within 
your  Govemm^,  that  the  French  are  as  much  in  Motion  upon  the 
Ohio  as  we  are  at  Boston.  I  hope  that  will  instill  a  little  into  them, 
and  more  into  Maryland  and  Virginia.  I  can't  but  think  the  Mary- 
land Commander  in  Chief  makes  a  poor  figure  with  his  single  Com 
pftny  rais'd  in  his  own  Governm*. 

I  detained  the  ship  w"*^  sailed  from  hence  for  London  on  Monday, 
till  I  could  get  the  Message  and  an  Extract  of  your  Speech  copy'd 
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out  for  L'  Halifax^  as  T  imagine  that  Yeasell  might  be  the  first  Op- 
portunity of  convejing  them  to  England. 

Sorely  Uiese  Commotions  will  drive  the  Spirit  of  Quietism  out  of 
your  Assembly ',  and  I  hope  they  may  turn  to  the  advantage  of  the 
publick,  and  your  own  in  the  End. 

I  would  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  my  Gomplim^  to  Gov 
Tinker  and  your  predecessor^  M'.  Hamilton.  I  will  do  myself  the 
honour  to  write  to  the  former  by  next  post. 

My  hands  are  full  at  present,  as  you  will  easily  imagine,  with  dif- 
ferent matters,  W^  inevitably  throw  me  into  a  hurry,  W^  I  hope  will 
be  a  sufficient  Apology  for  the  Abruptness  of  this  Letter. 

Be  assur'd,  Dear  Sir,  that  I  wish  you  all  possible  success  for  year 
own  [sake,  as  well  as  that  of  the  publick ;  and  that  I  shall,  with 
great  pleasure,  receive  and  execute  any  Commands  from  you  in  m j 
power,  being  with  great  truth  and  Esteem, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  faithfull 

&^  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

P.  S. — I  refer  you  to  Jack  for  all  particulars  of  our  movements 
here. 

Indorsed — 

Qov'  Shirley — ^By  his  son  John,  who  he  sent  to  recruit  for  his 
regiment,  rec*  Jan'  20. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharp,  1754. 

Philadv,  Dec^  17,  IToJb 
Sir, 

I  was  Yesterday  favored  with  Yours  of  10**  Ins*.,*  which  I  shall 
this  day  ky  before  the  Assembly.  They  have  sent  me  a  Bill  for 
raising  £20,000  for  the  King's  Use,  but  in  such  a  manner  that  I 
cannot  consistent  with  his  Majesty's  Instructions  pass  it,  and  am 
now  very  busy  in  preparing  a  message  to  them  upon  y®  head,  &  am 
not  without  some  hopes  y^  they  will  encrease  y'  Sitm  &  give  it  in  a 
Way  more  consistant  w*"'  the  Eoyal  Orders.  But  whatever  is  y 
Result  of  our  present  Sitting  You  may  depend  on  knowing,  and  la 
y"  meantime  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  what  is  doing  &  pro* 
posed  to  be  done  in  y  Uovernmcnts  to  y  Southward  of  This.     You 

*  See  page  213. 
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will  allow  me  to  asadre  You  of  in^  hearty  Wishes  for  the  Suec^MB  of 
the  English  upon  the  present  OoeasioQ;  and  have  the  Honouf  to  be, 

Sir, 

Ybnr  most  obedient  & 
.  most  humble  Servant, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Gov.  Shar)[>e. 

Indorsed— n*^  Pe&.  1754.     Copy,  Gov'.  Morris's  Letter  to  Gov. 
Sharpe. 


Pbtition  of  Germans  in  Philadelphia,  1754. 

Its  humbly  requested  that  the  Governor  would  please  to  take  the 
present  unhappy  Situation  of  y«  poor  Germans  dispersed  thro' 
this  City  &  the  Neighbourhood  under  hb  Consideration. 

Oar  Complaint  is  not  so  muoh  of  sueh  as  are  oalled  Sick  Houses, 
that  is  Houses  hired  by  the  Merchants  for  the  Reception  of  their 
Sick,  tho'  we  have  Reason  to  fear  that  there  is  not  such  sufficient 
Provision  of  Food,  Cloatbio^  &  Fuel  made  for  the  sick,  even  in 
those  Houses  as  their  Weak  Condition  and  the  Severity  of  the 
Weather  requires. 

But  our  cheif  Complaint  is  on  the  behalf  of  such  as  the  Importers 
don't  look  upon  as  under  their  Care,  having  as  they  term  it,  dis- 
charged themselves  of  them.  These  are  People  in  Years,  others 
with  several  small  Children,  ft  especially  Widows  with  small  Child- 
ren, who  not  beioe  able  to  pay  their  passages,  nor  fit  to  be  bound 
oat  as  Servants,  the  Merchants  have  discharged  upon  their  own 
fiecurity,  or  after  interchangeably  binding  them  one  for  another, 
generally  keeping  their  Chests  which  contains  their  Cloaths,  Tools, 
Ac,  &  often  best  beding  as  a  farther  Security,  Many  of  these  aro 
i#ir  dispersed  as  Lodgers  in  many  Houses  in  Town,  in  the  outskirts, 
&  in  the  small  Plantations  near  it,  generally  destitute  of  Necessaries, 
notottly  to  restore  them  to  Health,  but  even  to  keep  them  alive; 
sack  as  aro  able  go  a  begging  to  the  Terror  &  Danger  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants, who  from  the  smell  of  their  Cloaths  when  brought  near  a  Fire, 
&  infectious  Disorder  which  many  of  them  are  not  free  from,  appre- 
hend themselves  in  great  Danger.  And  those  who  afe  not  able  to 
beg.mnst  inevitably  Perish  of  Misery  and  Want,  as  its  believed 
Scores  if  not  Hundreds  have  already  done  this  fall.  It's  thereforo 
earnestly  requested  that  the  Governour  would  please  to  direct  that 
a  particular  inquiry  may  be  made  in  this  melancholy  Case.'*^ 

*  "Read  in  Council,  December  21,  1764,*'  by  Richard  Wiatar.    Indorse- 
nent,  no  minute  of  that  date. 
Vol.  II.— 10 
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inc?orM<7.— Case  of  Oennsns  Siok,  delivered  in  Gonneili  Satnrda j 
the  21*«  December,  1754, 1)7  Richard  Wiatar,  ft  read,  after  whicb 
the  Got',  examined. 


George  Croghan  to  B.  Peters,  1754. 

Dec  28*,  1764. 
D'  S', 

I  Received  y  feavor  two  Days  Ago,  and  has  answerd  bis  honour's 
Leter  to  Me  in  the  Best  Manner  I  Could  as  to  Moy^ing  the  Indians. 
I  think  it  would  be  of  very  111  Consequence,  for  I  think  they  are 
full  Near  y"  Inhabitance  unready ;  there  was  one  White  Man  kill* 
this  Sumer  unready  by  an  Indian  in  a  Drunken  frolick  att  the  foott 
of  the  Toskerrora  Yaley,  and  if  all  those  was  to  be  in  the  Inhabi- 
tance, what  would  be  y'  Consequance,  butt  Constantly  Roiting  and 
quareling.  I  hope  you  have  had  y'  Plesher  of  Seeing  Scarrady  be- 
fore Now,  on  his  Jomey  to  Onondago.  I  Don't  know  what  will  be 
Come  of  the  Back  parts,  unless  there  be  a  Stockcado  fort  putt  up 
on  this  Side  y«  Blue  hills ;  as  Certainly  the  Indians  Come  to  y* 
Verginia  Camp  which  y«  See  Menshon*  in  My  Leter  to  his  honour, 
are  Spies  come  to  view  y*  Country  and  know  our  Strenth,  for  I  am 
Certian  there  is  a  greatt  body  of  French  and  Indians  at  y'  French 
fort  on  Ohio.  I  Shall  Leay  outt  the  £100  Sent  for  y*  Indians  Ime- 
adetly  as  y«  price  of  grain  is  Riseing  on  Acount  of  y"  Call  att  y* 
Camp,  and  I  think  there  Should  be  a  quantity  purohest  to  Suply  in 
y*  Spring  while  itt  is  Chape,  if  his  honour  thinks  proper  to  order  Me 
to  purshess  A  quantity  of  Com  and  wheatt,  I  will,  and  Draw  on  you 
^r  y  Mony,  butt  Lett  y«  quantity  be  Menshond  and  Lett  Me  have 
a  Line  from  you  that  will  Impower  Me  purshess  So  Much  and  Draw 
fer  itt,  as  you  know  y"  Countrey  pople  are  Scruplos  and  itt  Must  be 
bought  of  Many  peple,  and  y*  Sooner  y«  orders  Comes  the  Beter,  as 
I  am  Shure  provisions  will  be  very  Dear  in  the  Spring;  his  hono^ 
writes  Me  About  y^'  Indians  hunting.  I  aShure  you  all  y'  Indians 
hear  has  Nott  kill*  100  Dear  this  year,  they  are  afread  to  go  hunting 
for  fear  of  y  Enemy  and  y«  Must  Certianly  know  y*  Danger  Im* 
pending,  as  y«  Ooverment  Complains  of  ye  Cost  of  Caridge,  I  make 
a  present  of  y«  Carridge  of  my  horses  till  Scarrady  Comes  back.  I 
Don't  know  how  to  Do  for  a  few  goods  to  give  Some  of  y*  Indians  that 
18  in...great  want ;  a  Machcoat  or  a  Short  Now  &  then,  and  to  pay 
Mesingers  that  brings  News  from  Ohio,  that  absolutly  Should  be  well 
paid ;  his  honour  has  ordered  Me  to  Suplye  Some  triffles  to  those  in 
Nesesety,  hear  is  y*  half  king's  famely  in  a  pour  Condition  and  Ale- 
queapy  y*  old  quine  is  Dead  and  Left  Several  Children,  and  Scar- 
rady's  Wife  &  Seven  Children  Should  be  given  Something  in  his 
abstanco;  pray  give  Me  y  advice  in  those  affairs,  I  shall  be  as  frugall 
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as  in  Mj  power,  ihe  Indians  Ezpenoes  wont  be  Near  so  high  NoW| 
as  I  SuplyB  them  Cheefflj  with  Gom,  butt  I  think  they  should  have 
a  hog  or  two  given  some  times.    I  am  D'  8^, 

y  Most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 

S^    Please  to  feavor  Me  with  an  answer  as  Soon  as  posable  bj  a 
Safe  hand. 

Directed. 
For  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  in  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. 
George  Croghan's  Letter  to  Richard  Peters.    28<>  Deo*r,  1754.'*' 


Geo.  Croghan  to  Govr.  M^rkis,  1754. 

Dec  r  23-,  1754. 
May  itt  Plese  your  honour, 

J  am  Oblidg-  to  advertise  the  Inhabitanee  of  Cumberland  County 
in  y  honour's  Name,  nott  to  barter  or  Sell  Spiretus  Liquers  to  the 
Indians  or  to  any  person  to  bring  amount  them,  to  prevent  y'  Indi- 
ans from  Spending  thire  Cloase,  tho'  I  am  oblidg-  to  give  them  a 
Cag  Now  &  then  my  self  for  a  frolick,  but  that  is  Atended  with  no 
Expence  to  y*"  Goverment  nor  no  bad  Consequences  to  y«  Indians  aa 
I  Do  itt  butt  oust  a  Month,  I  hope  your  ^honour  will  aprove  of  this 
Proceeding,  as  I  have  Don  itt  to  Prevent  ill  Consequences  atending 
y  Indians  if  they  should  be  kept  always  Infleam-  with  Liquors. 

I  am  y  honour's,  most  ^ 

Humble  and  obedient 
Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
P.  S.    This  Dos  Nott  go  by  Express. 

Dirtded. 

In  His  Majestie's  Service. 

To  The  Hon"**  Rbbert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Govemour  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. 
George  Croghan's  Lre  to  the  Governor,  23*  Dec'r,  1754. 

♦  Referred  to,  Col.  Roc.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  226. 
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Gov.  MoBRis  TO  Gov,  Da  Lancet,  1754. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  recomend  to  yoa  two  Indian  Chiefs,  one  of 
the  Onieda  nation  and  the  other  a  Seneoa.  The  former,  named 
Searraidj,  Is  a  faithfull  friend  of  the  English,  is  now  going  to 
Onandago  at  the  request  of  the  six  Nations,  among  whom  he  has  a 
considerable  weight,  and  is  charged  with  messages  of  importance 
from  the  Western  Indians,  and  from  this  Oovernment  &  Virginia 
and  Maryland.  There  came  with  him  to  this  town  one  of  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Mohawks,  upon  a  message  from  the  Oundats,  Twightwees, 
and  other  nations  West  of  the  Ohio,  to  know  what  the  English  in- 
tended to  do,  signifying  that  they  were  still  our  friends,  and  would 
shew  themselves  such  upon  a  proper  occasion. 

I  have  employed  this  man  to  return  to  those  nations,  and  have 
given  him  a  message  to  them,  inviting  their  wariors  to  a  meeting 
that  is  to  be  held  with  the  Six  nations,  &  other  Indians,  at  or  near 
Winchester,  the  next  Spring.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Dec  24<'»,  1754. 
-     Gov  Delancey. 

Indorsed"'-' 
Draft  of  Letter  to  Gov'  Delancey  recommending  two  Indian  Chiefs 
in  their  way  to  Onandago. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1754. 

•  Philad*,  Decern'  24th,  1754. 

On  the  3d  of  October  Last  I  arrived  here,  and  I  Took  npon  me 
the  Government  of  this  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Coun- 
tys  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  which  is  a 
Distinct  Government  from  Pennsilvania.  At  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Assembly  after  my  Arrival,  which  was  on  the  15th  of  October^ 
I  strongly  recommended  to  them  the  taking  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Country  against  the  French,  the  steady  uniformity  of 
whose  Conduct  was  sufficient  to  Convince  us  that  their  Views  were 
DO  Less  than  to  make  themselves  masters  of  these  Colonies,  and  they 
assured  me  in  answer  thereto,  that  they  would  Afibrd  assistance  whea 
the  Manner  in  which  it  might  be  usefull  was  pointed  out  to  them, 
and  they  then,  without  doing  any  thing,  adjourned  themselves  to  the 
2d  Instant,  agreeable  to  a  right  they  Claim  of  sitting  upon  their  owq 
adjournments ;  on  the  3d  Instant,  when  they  met  again,  I  Entered 
more  Particularly  into  the  state  of  the  Frontiers,  haveing  duriae 
their  recess  .furnished  myself  with  the  necessary  Intelligence,  ana 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


PENNSTLTANIA  ARCHIVES  1754.  221 

then  laid  before  them  not  only  your  Letter  of  ye  6t1i  of  Jaly,  whicli 
I  had  Jost  before  receiyed,  bat  also  the  state  &  Condition  of  the 
Freneh  forts,  with  their  number  of  regular  troops  and  Indians  they 
then  had  at  Ohio,  as  also  the  Condition  of  the  English  forces  that 
were  drawn  together  upon  this  oocasion,  and  the  waTsrinff  state  of 
the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  upon  the  whole  strongly  reoont- 
mended  it  to  them  to  make  Immediate  and  ample  Provision  for  the 
security  of  the  Province. 

Upon  this  they  sent  me  np  a  Bill  for  striking  40,000*^  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  20,000^^  of  which  they  Ordered  to  be  Paid  into  my  hands,  to 
be  apply'd  to  the  King's  use  in  such  manner  as  I  Should  think  fit, 
and  for  Sinking  the  same  Proposed  to  Contintinue  the  Excise  on 
Liquors  retailed  in  this  Province  till  June,  in  the  year  1766 ;  and 
oat  of  the  Money  arising  thereby,  it  was  Proposed  to  sink  and  di»- 
troy  2000  a  Year  of  those  Bills  till  the  whole  of  those  Bills  should 
be  distroyed. 

I  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  by  Message  of  ye  17tfa 
Instant,  signified  to  them  that  I  Could  not  Give  my  Consent  to  it^ 
as  it  was  for  Emitting  Paper  Money  without  a  Suspending  Clause^ 
but  at  the  Same  time  told  them  I  would  Consent  to  a  Bill  for  strik- 
ing any  sum  they  might  think  the  Exigency  of  Affairs  required, 
Provided  funds  were  establised  for  sinking  the  same  in  five  years, 
that  being  the  term  Prescribed  by  an  act  of  Parliament  for  regulating 
the  Paper  Currency  in  the  Neighbouring  Governments. 

On  the  10th  Instant  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  his  Majesty's 
Commands,  Signified  by  your  Letter  of  the  26th  of  October  Last^ 
which  I  laid  b^ore  the  Assembly  the  next  day,  and  by  a  Message, 
Strongly  recommended  to  them  to  make  Provision  for  the  Several 
matters  required  of  this  Province  by  his  Majesty,  but  they  Signified 
to  me  that  they  would  give  money  in  no  other  way  but  that  Proposed 
by  the  Bill  above-mentioned;  that  tbey  thought  the  sum  Proposed 
Sufficient  to  answer  all  Purposes,  and  therefore  Insisted  on  my 
Passing  it  in  ihe  Shape  it  was  at  first  Proposed :  upon  this  I  repre- 
sented to  them  the  danger  their  Country  was  in ;  the  wrong  time 
they  had  Chosen  to  revive  a  dispute  that  had  Subsisted  many  years 
between  them  &  the  Late  Gov'  Concerning  the  forsce  of  the  King's 
Instructions;  that. this  in  Particular  was  Issued  at  the  request  of 
Both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  Intended  to  Enforce  the  act  of  the 
sizth  of  Queen  Ann,  for  Asscertaining  the  rates  of  foreign  Coins  in 
the  Plantations,  which  was  and  is  most  Shamefully  Slighted  and 
disregarded  in  this  &  the  Neighbouring  Provinces.  But  all  I  have 
ftid  or  can  say,  I  am  affraid  will  answer  no  Purpose ;  however,  as 
they  are  still  sitting,  they  may  yet  do  Some  thing,  and  I  shall  not 
&il  to  use  my  utmost  Endeavours  to  Perswade  them  to  act  a  Reason- 
able and  dutiftill  Part  upon  the  Present  occasion. 

But  as  the  Assembly  have  Insisted  on  my  Passing  the  Bill  for 
•triking  40,000»*  in  the  shape  they  have  Proposed  it;  as  they  will 
give  money  upon  no  other  terms,  &  haveing  in  that  way  offered 
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S0,000^^,  &  will  Endeavour  to  ExcuBe  themselves,  from  b]^me  by 
faaveioff  made  that  offer,  I  think  it  mj  duty  npon  this  occasion  to 
lay  before  yon  the  reasons  that  Induced  me  to  refuse  my  Assent  to 
to  that  Bill,  which  I  have  in  Part  Given  in  my  several  Messages  to 
them,  Copys  of  which  I  do  myself  the  Honour  to  send  with  this,  and 
hope  my  Conduct  in  thb  Particular  will  merit  your  Approbation. 

1*^  The  Bill  Proposed  in  the  Ten  years  of  its  Continuance  will 
raise  the  Sum  of  40,000^^,  of  which  only  twenty  thousand  Pounds 
is  Given  to  the  Kings  use,  the  remainder  is  to  be  dispos'd  of  as  the 
House  of  Assembly,  for  the  time  being  shall  think  fit,  without  any 
Check  or  Controle,  and  a  future  assembly,  for  any  thing  that  is  or 
oan  be  known  to  y**  contrary,  may  dispose  of  it  to  Purposes  very 
detrimental  to  the  Publick,  &  Even  to  such  as  are  Inconsistent  with 
their  dependence  upon  the  Brittish  Crown  &  nation,  especially  when 
it  is  Considered  that  the  Assembly  are  chosen  annually,  and  that  a 
majority  of  the  Electors  are  Germans,  unacquainted  with  the  Eng- 
lish  Language,  and  the  nature  of  our  dependanoe,  and  Great  num- 
bers of  them  are  Roman  Catholics. 

2*.  Because,  the  Assembly  have  nigh  ^15,000  in  their  own 
bands,  and  by  Laws  now  in  force,  must  receive  £15,000  more  io 
two  years,  all  which  they  Can  dispose  of  without  Check  or  Con- 
trole,  and  not  only  refuse  to  apply  any  Part  of  that  money  to  the 
Kings  use,  But  Insist  on  an  addition  thereto,  Equal  to  what  they 
offer  for  the  Public  service,  upon  this  important  occasion,  and  will 
not  Give  the  one  without  the  other. 

3*.  Because,  By  the  Bill  Insisted  on,  the  Assembly,  for  the  time 
being,  are  to  have  the  appointment  of  the  Provincial  treasurer  and 
the  Collectors  or  Excise  Officers,  throughout  the  Province,  all  of 
whom  are  thereby  made  accountable  to  the  Assembly  only. 

4^.  1.  Because  the  said  Bill  as  it  is,  hr  Emiting  Paper  money, 
is  not  Onley  Contrary  to  the  Royall  Instruction  for  that  Purpose, 
to  the  Governor  of  this  Province  for  the  time  being,  but  the  -time 
for  the  Currency  of  y*  Bills^of  Credit,  is  Longer  than  the  rule  Laid 
down  by  Act  of  Parliament,'  for  the  Emission  of  Paper  Money  upon 
Emergencies  in  the  neighbouring  Provinces. 

For  the  above  reasons  I  refused  to  Give  my  Consent  to  that  Bill, 
Tho  I  did  not  mention  them  all  in  the  Message  I  sent  to  the  Assem- 
bly, as  I  was  fearfuU  of  bringing  on  a  dispute  that  might  Imped  his 
Majestys  Service  at  this  Important  juncture,  and  was  in  hopes,  by 
Insisting  on  his  Majestys  Instruction,  only  to  have  Prevailed  upon 
the  Assembly  to  have  given  money  upon  tho  Present  occasion. 

You  will  permit  me  to  Assure  you  that  I  shall,  to  the  utmost  of 
my  Power,  Promote  his  Majestys  service  upon  all  occasions,  but  have 
little  hopes  of  success,  while  I  have  an  Assembly  composed  of  men 
who  are  Principald  against  defending  themselves  or  their  Country, 
and  who  will  Come  into  no  measures,  but  such  as  have  a  more  direct 
tendaney  to  aggrandize  their  own  Power  than  to  Promote  the  Pub- 
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lick  Serrice,  at  a  time  i?hen  they  know  a  Considerable  Part  of  their 
Province  is  in  the  Possession  of  the  French. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  refer  yon  to  what  I  have  said  to  them  upon 
the  Present  occasion;  and  have  the  Honour  to  be. 


Lbttk^  Gov.  Morris  to  Thomas  Pbnn,  1754. 

Sir: 

I  am  set  down  to  Lay  before  yon  the  severall  matters  that  hare 
hj^pened  since  my  last,  bat  if  I  am  not  so  full  npon  these  heads 
as  I  should  be,  you  will  attribute  it  to  the  Hurray  of  Business  in 
which  I  am  and  have  been  Employed,  which  has  hardly  allowed  me 
a  moment's  liesure  since  the  assembly  met,  and  I  depend  on  M'. 
Peters  to  supply  what  I  am  deficient  in.  On  the  third  Instant  I 
opened  the  Sessions  by  a  speech,  CUculated  to  rouse  the  assembly 
from  their  Supineness  to  a  sense  of  cneir  Danger,  and  Induce  them 
to  act  with  Tigoui  in  defence  of  their  Country ;  they  declared  them- 
selves Pleased  with  what  I  had  said,  and  by  their  message  in  an- 
swer thereto,  told  me  they  had  almost  unanimously  voted  twenty 
thousand  Pounds  for  the  Kings  use,  and  in  a  few  days  sent  me  a 
Bill  for  striking  £40,000,  twenty  thousand  of  which  was  to  be  Paid 
to  me,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  Kings  use,  and  the  remaining 
£20,000  was  to  Exchange  ragged  Bills;  and  for  Sinking  what  was 
given  for  the  Kings  use,  the  Excise  act  was  Continued  for  ten  years 
from  the  time  it  would  have  Expired,  (that  is)  to  the  year  1766, 
oat  of  which  £2,000  was  to  be  sunk  Every  year  till  the  whole 
£20,000  was  distroyed,  and  as  the  former  act  of  Excise  was  to  be 
Continued,  the  disposition  of  the  Surplus  was  thereby  Lodged  in 
the  assembly.  Upon  receiving  this  Bill,  I  was  for  amending  it  in 
that  Particular,  &  making  the  Surplus  money  subject  to  act  of  the 
Legislature  only,  But  M'.  Hamilton,  M'.  Allen,  &  M'.  Peters,  were 
all  against  me  in  opinion,  and  at  Last  Convinced  me,  that  by  Con- 
tending under  the  Kings  Instruction,  There  was  great  hopes  of  the 
Aflsemblys  Giving  Oonsiderably  to  the  Kings  use.  But  if  the  Bill 
was  amended  upon  the  other  Point  they  would  Immediately  raise  a 
Clamour  against  the  Proprietors,  &  refuse  to  Give  any  thing  but  in 
their  Own  way,  upon  this  I  sent  them  the  Message  herewith  of  y 
17*"  Instant,  after  which  I  was  honoured  with  yours  df  y«  17^  of 
October,  by  way  of  Boston,  and  at  the  same  time  Eeceived  one 
from  S'  Thomas  Bobinson,  of  y  26*'^,  and  the  next  day  Laid  S* 
Thomas's  Letter  before  the  House,  &  by  a  Message  of  y«  19*»»  Xn- 
Btant,  recommended  to  them  to  make  Provision  for  the  severall  mat- 
te»  Expected  from  this  Province  by  the  Crown,  but  while  that  Mes- 
sage and  Letter  were  before  them,  they  sent  me  the  Long  Message 
of  ye  20^  Instant,  in  which  they  jncert  almost  at  Large  the  state  of 
the  Gt^  for  S'  D.  Byders  opinion,  and  insist  on  my  Passing  the 
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Bill,  relying  very  maeh  upon  Governor  Thomas's  eontinuing  the 
Excise  for  ten  years,  and  striking  five  thousand  Pounds  without  a 
suspending  Clause ;  their  whole  Message  is  very  Poorly  drawn  up, 
and  you  will  observe  in  the  Close  of  it  that  they  desire  the  Proprie- 
tary Instructions  to  be  laid  before  them.  This  Message  they  fol- 
lowed with  another  the  next  day,  in  answer  to  mine,  with  the  Se- 
cretary of  States  Letter,  wherein  they  again  insist  on  my  Passing 
the  Bill  they  had  sent  me.  To  these  two  Messages  I  have  sent  em 
what  I  think  a  full  answer,  and  was  for  Putting  a  Clause  objecting 
to  the  Bill,  on  account  of  the  Assemblys  haveing  the  disposition  of 
the' Superplus  money,  but  M'.  Allen,  M'.  Hamilton,  and  M'.  Peters, 
were  again  strongly  against  me,  and  as  they  all  Knew  the  People 
much  better  than  I  do,  and  have  more  frequent  opportunitys  of  be- 
ing acquainted  with  their  sentiments,  they  assured  me  they  would 
still  give  money  if  I  insisted  on  th»  Kings  Instruction  alone ;  How- 
ever, I  did  not  think  it  rieht  to  let  the  Assembly  think  I  had  no 
other  objections  to  the  Bill  U|an  those  I  had  made,  and  therefore 
added  the  Clause  that  you  will  find  marked  N.  B.,  or  Elee  they 
i^ight  when  that  matter  Came  into  dispute,  have  Charged  me  with 
want  of  Candor  in  not  maJ[ing  the  severall  objections  I  really  had 
to  the  Bill  when  it  was  before  me. 

Thus  stands  the  Controverey  at  Present,  and^  if  before  Budden 
goes,  who  I  have  detained  upon  the  Present  occasion,  there  be  any 
further  steps  taken  you  may  depend  on  having  an  account  of  thetn^ 
and,  if  not,  you  shall  have  the  result  of  the  Present  Sitting  by  some 
of  the  Ships  to  Ireland.  I  thought  I  oould  not  have  a  better  op- 
portunity of  Calling  upon  'em  to  put  the  Province  in  a  ^Posture 
of  defence,  than  when  they  desired  your  Instructions  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them,  and  I  am  in  hopes  the  manner  in  which  that  is  done  will 
have  some  weight  with  them,  as  they  are  Informed  that  the  afiairs 
of  the  Colony's  will  be  under  the  Consideration  of  Parliament,  and 
are  afraid  of  being  Excluded  the  Legislature. 

The  Connecticut  affair,  notwithstanding  what  Pass'd  at  Albany, 
has  taken  a  very  bad  turn,  and  a  Purchase  is  actually  made  from  the 
Indians  for  the  41*<  degree  of  Lattitude,  beginning  ten  miles, to  the 
Eastward  of  the, Eastern  branch  of  Susquehannah,  &  Extending 
westward  two  Degrees  of  Longitude;  soon  after  I  returned  from 
New  Castle  I  wrote  to  Col^.  Johnston,  and  sent  for  Hendriok  down 
to  this  Place,  but  thought  it  Proper  not  to  write  to  the  Gov  of 
Connecticut'  till  Hendrick  had  taken  some  measures  with  the  Six 
Nations,  but  upon  being  Informed  Thatusome  of  the  purchasers  had 
been  over  to  Wymaok  to -take  a  View  of  the  Lands,  had  drawn  in 
some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  join  them,  who  were 
returned  with  them  to  a  Grand  meeting  to  beheld  on  y«  21"*  of 
Nov,  at  Hartford,  I  thought  it  right  to  state  the  whole  matter  in  a 
letter  to  the  Gov  of  Connecticut,  as  that  Letter  would  be  the  foun- 
dation of  all  future  Proceedings,  whereupon  I  wrote  the  Long  Letter 
of  which  you  will  have  a  Coppy  in  your  box,  and  which  I  hape  will 
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merril  joar  approlMttion;  with  thU  Leiter  I  sent  M'.  Armatacmg 
luio  CoDDeoiicut,  with  InstruciionA  to  get  what  Intelligenoe  he 
Gould  Conoerniog  the  affair,  and  what  he  Picked  up  yoa  will  find 
10  his  report  Coppy  of  which  yon  hare  herewith,  and  also  of  Lettera 
tkat  I  received  from  M'.  Alexander  and  his  son,  and  from  M'.  Pow- 
oall;  to  all  of  whom  I  wrote  upon  the  subject,  and  as  Pownal  Was 
then  Going  to  Boston  through  Connecticut,  I  desired  he  would  send 
me  what  Information  he  Gould  Get  Concerning  their  Scheme; 
jonng  M'.  Alexanders  obsenrations  I  think  very  judicious,  and 
home  to  the  Point  There  are  in  town  three  Indian  Chiefs  of  the 
Oneida,  Seneca,  &  Mohawk  nations,  two  whom  M'.  Peters  Proposes 
to  Employ  upon  this  head,  at  Onandago  where  they  are  Going,  and 
if  the  Six  nations  disown  the  Purchase,  and  some  Yigourous  mea- 
sores  are  taken  with  those  that  first  attempt  to  settle,  this  affiiir  may 
Possibly  Blow  oyer,  liat  such  is  the  effect  that  the  Lnpunity  of  the 
Jersey  Rioters  has  upon  the  People  here,  that  numbers  in  this  Pro- 
Tinoe  are  ready  to  Joyn  the  Connecticut  People  and  take  titles  under 
them  &  this  Purchase,  and  hold  the  Land  by  force  as  the  Jersey 
men  do,  and^if  the  Indians  dont  hinder  them,  I  am  afraid  all  the 
force  of  this  Government  will  not  be  sufficient  to  do  it,  I  mean 
without  aid  of  the  assembly,  and  unless  they  are  Pleased  in  other 
matters  no  assistance  is  to  be  Expected  from  their  hands,  but  the 
Contrary. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  state  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania  Put 
in  my  hands  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  find  is  Intended  for  the  Press  in 
England,  In  order  to*  Induce  the  Parliament  to  take  measures  for^ 
the  future  security  of  this  Province,  by  Excluding  the  Quakers  from 
the  Legislature.  Those  who  knew  the  affairs  of  the  Country  say  it 
is  well  drawn  up.  But  that  you  will  judge  of,  being  better  acquainted 
w^  the  severall  matters  set  forth  in  it  than  any  body  Elce.  The 
Persons  ConcemM  in  this  state  are  very  much  your  friends,  and  as 
they  Insist  upon  taking  this  measure  I  thought  it  Proper  you  should 
Know  it,  and  have  a  Coppy  of  what  was  Intended  for  the  Press. 
Indoned. 

Ccpy.     Letter  to  M^  Penn,  J>wf  24«^,  1754. 


-Address  op  Germans,  1754. 
Sir, 

We  have  Considered  farther  Concerning  our  Address*  to  his  Hon* 
Kobert  Hunter  Morris.  That  as  there  is  a  Great  Number  of  Germans 
all  over  y*  province  of  Pensilvania,  which  might  perhaps  not  have 
heard  nor  indentet  any  thing,  neither  of  the  kte  accusation  against 
the  said  Nation  in  General,  and  may  be  less  of  our  late  Address  to 
his  Hon'  y  (Jovemor,  concerning  y*  same,  and  for  j*  more  satisfac- 


*  See  page  217. 
10* 
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turn  to  them  nil  which  is  ignorant  in  it,  we  thought  it  proper  to  pot 
it  in  public  print,  both  in  English  and  Dutch ;  if  his  Hon''  y  Gov- 
emour  has  not  already  put  the  Copy  to  the  press^,  and  therefor  hope 
his  Hon'  will  not  Take  it  amiss :  because  it  is  only  to  that  Intent 
that  our  Protestant  Country  people  might  see  all  our  reason  and 
motive  to  our  actions;  Especially  in  y  Dutch  Copy  we  Intent  to 
make  a  short  Introduction  to  shew  them  both  our  concern  as  also  to 
remind  them  of  their  Loyal  duty  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  as 
likewise  his  Hon'*  answer  to  ye  sd  address,  of  which  I  send  you  by 
this  ye  Copy  to  Correct }  pray  do  not  tdce  it  amiss,  as  you  have 
been  pressent  you  are  most  able  to  add  where  I  have  omitted,  and 
olter  where  I  might  not  have  used  the  very  same  Expressions,  His 
Hon'  made  to  the  said  Address.  I  should  have  nothing  against  it  if 
his  Hon'  ye  Oovemour  should  see  his  own  ansr  as  much  as  I  could 
remember  thereof,  before  it  is  put  to  print  an«ktoorrect  himself,  what 
he  pleases  thereof,  and  so  send  it  beck  to  Mr.  Kepely  in  Philadelphia^ 
who  is  desired  to  forwed  ye  same  to  print 

And  with  this  I  remain  with  many  salutations, 

Sir  your  Humble  Servant, 

HENRY  ANTES. 
Frederick  Township, 

December  ye  24th,  1754. 

Directed, 
To  Mr.  Richard  Peters,  Secretary. 


Gov'r.  Morbis  xo  Gov'b.  Dinwiddib,  1754. 

Sir, 

Notwithstanding  the  dangerous  situation  these  Colonys  are  at  pre- 
sent in  from  the  invasion  of  the  French  and  their  vicinity  to  the  In- 
habitants of  this  province  in  particular,  I  have  not  beeu  hitherto 
able  to  prevail  on  our  assembly  to  give  one  farthing  towards  the  re- 
moval of  those  dangerous  neighbours.  You  will  see  by  my  speech 
at  the  opening  of'  the  present  session  &  my  several  messages  since, 
which  I  send  you  herewith,  how  I  have  pressed  this  matter  upon 
them,  but  all  in  Tain,  surely  there  never  was  a  set  of  People  in  the 
world,  so  stupidly  infatuated,  or  so  blind  to  their  country's  danger 
as  the  Assemblys  of  these  Colonys  have  been  upon  the  present  occa^ 
sion,  but  if  any  of  ^em  are  entitled  to  stand  foremost  upon  this  in* 
fatuated  List,  it  is  the  people  of  this  province,  who  are  rich,  flourish* 
Jug  and  numerous,  and  not  only  declined  taking  up  arms  upon  the 
occasion,  but  even  refuse  to  afford  the  assistance  or  supply  the  articlea 
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>qted  fiom  them  bj  the  Crovm  and  reoommended  by  the  Seoretaiy 
lie's  letter  of  October  ye  26th,  last. 

did;  indeed,  offer  me  a  Bill  for  paying  into  my  hands  twenty 

pounds,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  ^ng's  use  in  snch  man- 

nttld  think  fit,  Bat  they  took  care  that  this  bill  shoold  not 

^ly  contrary  to  a  Koyal  Instruction  concerning  the  force 

A  }  haye  had  a  long  dispute  with  the  Late  Governor,  but 

'^  A  eqaall  to  that  proposed  for  the  King's  use,  should  remain 

.4  bands  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Assembly  for  the  time  being. 

.ch  a  bill  yon  are  sensible,  I  conld  by  no  means  consent  to  as 

the  Assembly  have  already'nigh  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  &  must  re* 

oeive  as  much  more  in  two  years,  no  part  of  which  will  they  give 

upon  the  present  ocoassion,  and  even  expect  a  considerable  addition* 

to  their  own  stock,  all  of  which,  a  future  Assembly  may  dispose  of, 

to  purposes  inconsistent  with  the  publick  good  and  the  Just  depend- 

aaee  of  this  Province  upon  the  Crown,  especially  as  the  majority  of 

the  Electors  here  are  Germans,  unacquainted  with  our  Language  or 

Constitution,  and  many  of  them  Roman  Catholicks. 

These  reasons  I  have  assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  state  for  not 
passing  that  Bill,  and  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  stand  excused  as  I  have 
done  my  utmost  to  prevail  with  the  Assembly  to  come  into  reason- 
able measures,  and  as  they  are  still  sitting,  shall  continue  to  do  so, 
Bat  must  own  that  I  have  no  expectations  from  a  set  of  men  that 
are,  or  pretend  to  be,  principals  against  defending  themselves  or 
their  Country,  &  who,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  chuse  to  enter  into  a 
dilute  concerning  the  force  of  the  King's  Instructions,  and  pursu- 
ing measures  rather  calculated  to  aggrandize  their  own  power;  than 
to  Promote  the  publick  service. 

I  heartily  Congratulate  you  upon  the  resolutions  taken  at  home, 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  these  Colonys,  and  now  have  hopes 
of  seeing  these  bold  intruders  treated  as  they  deserve,  which  I  dis- 
paired  of  doing  while  the  matter  was  left  to  these  provinces.  But  I 
fiad  inactivity  and  disagreem^  of  these  Colonys  have  put  the  govern- 
ment  at  home  upon  thinking  of  a  method  for  uniting  them  for  their 
common  defence,  which  I  hope  will  be  completed  this  Session  of 
Parliament  and  things  put  upon  such  a  footing  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  future  contests  between  governors  and  assemblys.  I  expect 
some  officers  here  to  recruit  Shirley's  and  Pepperell's  regim'ts,  and 
if  our  assembly  would  give  the  proper  encouragement,  I  imagine 
eould  easily  raise  a  thousand  men  in  very  little  time. 

Since  writing  what  is  above,  some  French  deserters  came  to  this 
Place,  the  Examination  of  one  of  whom  I  send  you  under  this  Coveri 
which  is  Confirmed  by  Other  two,  and  tho'  I  believe  the  French  num- 
bers are  represented  by  these  men  larger  than  they  realy  are,  yet  I 
am  convinced  they  are  much  increased,  and  I  am  affraid  will  be  too 
>teong  for  the  forces  his  Majesty  has  destined  for  this  service,  unless 
these  Colonys  will  make  a  Considerable  addition  thereto. 
If  the  forces  should  be  arrived  I  beg  my  compliments  to  Gen^ 
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Bnddook,  and  sball  be  glad  of  an  Opporianity  of  piOMofiag  tiie 
Pablick  SerTioe  npon  the  Proaent  occasion,  and  am^ 

Sir, 

Yonr  Host  Obed>  Hnmble  B^, 
BOBERT  H.  MOBBI8. 

Jany'ry  7, 1755, 
Philada. 

P.  S.  Our  Aasemblj  have  voted  £5000  for  Providing  proviaions 
for  his  .Majeat/s  forces  employed  againsi  the  French,  which  they 
bave  Pat  into  the  hands  of  five  of  their  own  members  to  dispose  of. 

Indorsed.        , 

Draft  of  Letter,  Gov'r  Dinwiddie,  Deo'r  27th)  1754. 


Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Annapolis,  December  27th,  1754. 
Sir, 

Tour  favour  of  the  3*  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  since 
my  Return  hither,  k  most  heartily  wish  the  hopes  you  entertain  of 
yonr  Assembly's  Disposition  may  be  fully  answered,  tho'  my  not 
having  yet  received  a  Line  of  Advice  makes  me  a  little  doubtful  of 
your  Success.  You  ^ill  be  pleased  to  think  that  your  kind  men- 
tion of  Captain  Butherford  has  confirmed  the  Opinion  I  had  before 
entertained  of  him,  &  that  He  shall  not  want  my  Regard  &  parti* 
cular  Notice.  Your  Care  in  communicating  to  me  so  speedily  the 
Intelligence  you  had  received  of  the  arrival  of  such  a  Beinforoement, 
at  Monongahela  much  obliges  me,  I  have  ako  received  the  same 
account  mm  Colonel  Innes,  of  which  I  acquainted  you  by  the  last 
post.  As  the  Conduct  &  Behaviour  of  that  Mr.  Croghan,  a  Copy 
of  whose  Letter  you  inclosed  m^,  was  represented  to  me  in  no  very 
fifivourable  or  amiable  light,  I  cannot  help  taking  the  Liberty  to 
mention  some  things  that  have  been  said  of  him,  &  to  desire  yoo, 
unless  you  are  satisfyed  of  the  falsity  of  them,  to  have  him  a  little 
observed.  It  has  been  asserted  that  he  is  a  Boman  Catholiok,  and 
that  one  Campbell  a  person  of  the  same  persuasion  generally  resides 
at  his  house,  that  several  Circumstances  afford  room  to  suspect  that 
this  Campbel  paid  a  visit  some  time  since  to  the  French  Fort,  but 
indeed  I  should  not  have  given  much  Credit  to  such  a  story  as  thia 
without  it  had  been  supported  by  stronger  proofs  than  were  offered 
to  me,  had  not  the  Behaviour  of  Mr.  Croghan  in  opening  a  Letter 
of  the  greatest  Consequence  some  time  since  from  Mr.  Stobo,  which 
was  not  directed  to  him,  &  taking  as  it  is  asserted  a  Copy  thereof 
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did  not  indiae  me  to  be  m  little  suspicious  of  his  integrity  &  fidelity; 
in  £zcQ8e  of  this  Step  of  his  I  am  told  he  urges  the  importunity  of 
the  Indians  who  were  with  him,  &  pressed  him  to  let  them  know 
whatadyice  the  Letter  contained;  if  that  was  the  Case  He  ought 
by  no  means  to  haye  taken  such  measures  to  satisfy  their  Curiosity, 
but  I  cannot  learn  that  they  eyen  made  him  a  Request  of  that  Sort, 
or  were  yery  desirous  of  knowing  the  Contents  of  the  Letter,  it  has 
been  also  reported  that  Mr.  Croghan  had  Remittances  made  him  to 
pay  the  Lidian  who  brought  him  that  Letter  very  hansomely,  but 
that  he  retained  the  Money  &  deliyered  only  a  small  parcell  of 
Goods  hr  inferiour  to  it  in  value.  Information  was  also  given  me 
that  He  by  forging  k  tolling  them  false  stories  diverted  a  Number 
of  Indians  from  coming  to  the  Camp  at  Wills  Creek  some  time  ago, 
in  order  to  serve  thereby  some  private  Ends  of  his  own ;  if  his  Be- 
faayiour  has  deservedly  subjected  him  to  such  Censures,  you  will  I 
doubt  not  be  able  to  make  some  Discovery  &  deal  with  him  as  he 
might  deserve.  One  Gerrard  Pendigrass  an  Indian  Trader  on  Ju- . 
niata  has  be^n  represented  to  me  lis  a  person  well  acquainted  with 
the  Back  Country,  if  you  will  order  him  to  be  enquired  out  &  en- 
deavour to  learn  what  Character  He  bears,  &  if  he  is  willing^  to 
attend  the  Troops  as  a  Guide  on  Occasion  you  will  very  much 
oblige 

Your  Honour's  most  humble 
&  obedient  Servant^ 

HORO'.  SHARPE. 

P.  S.  Tour  favour  of  the  17th  by  the  Post  I  have  received,  &  bcj 
you  will  forward  the  Inclosed  packet  to  New  York,  from  whence 
haye  nothing  heard  as  yet. 

Indorsed. — ^Decem'.  27, 1754. 

Gov.  Sharpe, 
ComplainiDg  of  George  Croghan,  and  desiring  one  Gerrard  Pendi- 
grass an  Indian  Trader,  might  be  enquired  for  and  sent  him. 


GovR.  Morris  to  Thos.  Penn,  1754. 

PhiladN,  Decern'.  28th,  1754. 
Sir, 

I  send  this  by  Express  to  Reedy  Island  in  hopes  it  may  overtake 
Badden,*  and  send  you  Enclosed  the  Examination  of  a  French  de- 
serter from  the  Fort  on  tho  Ohio,  giving  an  account  that  there  are 
now  nigh  six  thousand  regular  French  troops  there,  and  in  what  man- 
ner they  are  Employed.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you,  and  by. 
your  means  the  Kings  Minesters  the  earlyest  account  I  Could  of 

*  See  page  228. 
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ibis  matier,  which  is  GoDfirmed  by  two  other  Deserters  whose  Ex- 
aminations w"  have  not  time  to  take  as  I  am  afraid  of  missing  the 
Ship.  I  Propose  upon  this  Piece  of  Intelligence  to  recommend  it 
to  the  Assembly  to  raise  a  number  of  men  in  addition  to  what  the 
Grown  has  destined  for  this  Sernce,  bat  they  are  in  such  a  temper 
as  give  me  very  Little  room  to  hope  for  any  saooeaSi  I  am  8*^  in  great 
hast 

Your  most  obed*  and  most 

Faithful!  Humble  Serv*., 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 
I  send  one  of  the  s'  by  Badden,  &  ] 
another  by  a  Ship  to  Bristoll. 

Indorsed. — Coppy  to  Mr.  Penn. 


■} 


John  Harris  to  Ebw'b.  Shippek,  1754. 

Pazton^  28th  Decern'.  1754. 
Sir, 

This  Week  Gap^"  Andrew  Montour  has  made  his  Interest  so  good 
with  my  Bro.  William  Harris^  as  to  perswade  him  to  goe  with  him 
to  our  Gamp,  &  Engages  that  he  shall  Receive  a  Lieutenants  Com- 
mission under  him,  upon  the  strength  of  W^  k  the  Willingness  to 
serve  his  King  &  Countrev,  he  Resolves  to  goe.  Their  Company  of 
White  men  I  Expect  to  have  Gompleated  by  Mundav  Next  or  Day 
following,  they  Expect  to  March  for  Wills  Creek  oy  the  Way  of 
Onghwhick,  in  Order  To  Take  a  Number  of  Indians  with  them^  some 
Indians  thats  here  leaves  their  Famileys  &  setts  off  With  them  with 
all  Cheerfulness  Imagenable,  &  I'll  assure  you  upon  my  Bro'*  In- 
clining to  goe,  the  Young  men  ab^  here  Inlisted  Imediately  with  the 
small  Encourage  I  Gave  them,  w^  was  but  my  Desire,  &  I  hope 
that  this  Company  will  act  their  Part  so  well  as  to  be  a  Creditt  to 
our  ^River  Men,  w^'^  almost  the  whole  Consists  of.  Its  Rumoured 
here  that  there  is  now  Taken  prisoner  lately  at  our  Camp,  Fifteen 
French  Indians  upon  w*''^  I  hear  our  Indians  att  Oughwhick,  is  to 
goe  &  Determin  their  Fate  Either  Death  or  Liberty,  I  only  mention 
this,  but  am  not  yet  Certain  of  the  Fact)  (Excuse  Blunders).  I  am 
Sir,y' 

Verry  Humble  Serv'., 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

Directed. — ^To  Edward  Shippen,  Esqr.,  att  Lancaster. 

*  See  Qov*rg.  Message  and  Depositions,  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VT.,  pp.  223, 
225. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Shirley,  1754. 

D'Sir: 

I  am  and  Lave  been  so  much  taken  up  with  an  Assembly,  who 
seem  determined  to  stand  still  &  see  their  Country  Over  mn  by  the 
French;  That  I  haye  not  been  Able  to  write  to  you  upon  Several- 
Matters  that  I  want  to  have  your  Sentiments  upon,  nor  before  this 
to  Congratulate  Yon  upon  your  appointment  to  the  Command  of 
one  of  the  Re^ments  to  be  raised  in  this  Countryi  which  you  may 
assure  your  Self  I  shall  redily  afford  you  my  Best  Assistance  to  fill, 
and  which  I  really  believe  will  be  kept  up  for  a  long  time,  as  the 
steps  taken  by  the  French  must  Probably  bring  on  a  war,  the  scene 
of  which  will  be  Chiefly  in  America.  I  have  not  now  time  to  Enter 
upon  other  matters,  and  Can  only  send  you  the  Inclosed  Affidavit, 
as  it  Contains  Intelligence  of  Im.portance,  and  is  Confirmed  by  two 
other  Deserters,  whose  Examinations  will  be  taken  to-morrow,  but  I 
Could  not  let  this  Post  Go  without  Sending  you  this  Piece  of  Intel- 
ligence, and  begging  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  the  Inclosed  to 
S'  Thomas  Robinson,  in  which  I  have  sent  him  one  of  those  Exami- 
nations, and  Last  night  sent  away  a  special  Messenger  to  Overtake 
some  ships  bound  to  England  and  now  Lying  at  the  mouth  of  Our 
Biver,  with  the  same  Intelligence,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes  they  will 
receive  this  account  of  the  French  strength  some  time  in  FebruarV| 
&  time  enough  to  send  Proper  orders  upon  the  occasion,  for  Certainly  • 
it  will  not  be  safe  to  Attempt  to  remove  so  strong  a  body  of  French 
troops  with  the  English  forc^  destined  to  this  Service. 

My  Assembly  are  still  sitting,  but  I  have  not  yet  Prevailed  with 
tliem  to  Give  any  thing  upon  the  Present  Occasion,  and  I  really 
dispair  of  doing  it,  (tho*  my  best  Endeavours  Shall  not  be  wanting) 
as  they  are  Entring  into  an  111  timed  dispute  about  the  force  of 
Soyal  Instructions  and  those  Given  by  the  Proprietors. 

You  may  depend  on  heariog  more  fully  from  me  in  a  Little  time, 
and  I  need  not  now  Assure  you  that  I  shall  be  Glad  of  any  Oppor- 
tumty  of  Convincing  you  with  how  much  Truth, 
I  ami  Dear  Sir, 

Tour  Most  Obed'  &  Most 

Faithfull  Humble  Servant, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Phikd*.,  Decern'  29%  1754. 

Indorsed, — Copy  to,  Gov^  Shirley. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1754. 

Br: 

1  did  myself  the  Honor  to  write  you  fully  upon  the  affairs  of  ibif 
Province  on  ye  24th  Instant,  Since  which  I  have  received  Intelli- 
gence by  three  deserters  from  the  French  Camp  near  the  Ohio, 
That  they  have  now  there  at  their  Lower  fort  npon  that  river  be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand  Regular  Troops,  besides  Indians.  The 
Intelligence  is  Contained  in  the  Ezamamination  Inclosed,  which  is 
Confirmed  by  the  Other  two  deserters.  I  send  this  to  Boston  ia 
hopes  it  may  go  sooner  from  thence,  than  what  I  have  already  sent 
Directly  from  this  Province,  and  have  the  Honor  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed*  &  Most 
Humble  Servant, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS  * 
Philad*.,  Decem'  29«»,  1754. 
Indorsed. — Copy  to,  Sir  Thomas  Robinson. 


John  Harris  to  R.  Peters,  1754, 

Paxton,  Decem'  80**,  1754. 

Sir:  '  ' 

I  Design  to-morrow  to  March  with  my  Company,  men  Raised 
here,  for  Wills  Creek,  by  the  way  of  Oughwhick.  I  leave  Under 
the  Care  of  Jn».  Harris  Two  Indian  Familys,  one  of  w**  has  been 
att  his  house  Since  the  Death  of  the  Half  King,  and  has  been  so 
Kindly  Treated  that  they  don't  Care  to  move  to  Oughwhick  att  this 
cold  Season,  &  they  may  be  as  Cheap  Maintained  Here.  I  Ordered 
Jn».  Hams  to  provide  for  them  after  the  Frugalest  Manner;  all  the 
nu^  ^/  n^®  *^^^®  ^  Indian  Familys  goes  to  the  Camp  with  me 
thearfully,  and  are  of  the  Mingoes,  &  were  att  the  Skirmish  when 
liaforce  was  Taken  &  his  men.  I  Expect  to  Take*  a  Number  of 
Indians  along  with  me  to  Oughwhick  to  the  Camp  where  I  Design 
to  remain  with  Them ;  I'll  assure  you  Jn\  Harris's  Kind  Ussage  to 
the  Indians  this  fall  has  been  of  Much  Service,  &  Ought  to  be  pro- 
perly iiewarded.  I  Hope  Monnocatootha  is  before  this  Time  lefk 
PWi  ^1?!  "  '^[fV''^  ^®  S^  Nations;  the  good  Aooonnta  from 
Kod  EffSf         ^*"*  "^  '''"  ^""^'"^  "'''^^'  *  ^  *™^  ^*^®  '^ 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obedient, 

7),v-  -  J     m    ^  Humble  Serv*.  t 

aonea.-^ohn  Harris's  Letter  to  Richard  Peters. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  226.    No  signature. 
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Gov.  De  Lancet  to  Gov.  Morris,  1764. 

New  York,  SO""  December,  1754. 

Sir: 

I  had  the  Honour  of  your  Letter  of  the  24th*  Instant  by  the  two 
IndiaDs  yon  recommended  to  me.  I  sent  for  them  to  the  Fort 
where  the  Council  were  met,  and  heard  what  they  had  to  say,  after 
which  I  ordered  them  to  be  taken  care  of;  and  shall  give  the  Inter- 
preter six  pounds  to  defray  their  Expences  to  Albany :  and  have 
directed  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  to  shew  Scarroyady 
proper  Marks  of  Distinction,  and  to  forwietrd  and  assist  him,  his 
Companion  and  the  Interpreter,  with  every  thing  necessary  on  their 
Journey. 

Tonr  Nepbew,  Staats,  has  had  a  Squabble  with  one  of  the  Justices 
at  Albany,  upon  which  the  Magistrates  sent  a  Complaint  against  him 
with  Affidavits,  and  it  was  proposed  to  order  the  Attorney-General 
to  file  an  Information  against  him,  but  it  was  ordered  that  he  should 
be  bound  to  appear  next  Sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminier,  which  is  to 
be  held  in  June,  by  which  time  I  suppose  the  Matter  will  be  cooled. 
I  have  desired  him  to  live  well  with  the  People,  and  directed  the 
Magistrates  to  endeavour  that  the  People  there  live  well  with  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  posted  there  for  their  Security. 
I  am,  Sir, 
0  ^  Your  most  obedient  &  most 

humble  Servant, 

JAMBB  DE  LANCEY. 

Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed, — Decem'  30**,  1754,  James  De  Lancey. 


Detail  op  Indian  Affairs,  1752-54. 

1752. — 240  Indians,  headed  by  2  French  men,  attackd  a  Twigh- 
twec  Village,  &  killed  14  Indians  &  1  Trader,  &  carried  away  5  other 
Traders.  ^' 

Message  from  a  Twightwee  Chief,  with  kn  account  of  this  Attack. 

1752.— John  Pattin,  an  Indian  Trader,  came  from  London  26"" 
Nov.,  1750,  he  was  taken  Prisoner  by  the  French  at  the  Miama 
Fort ;  sent  to  old  France ;  released  at  the  Instance  of  Lord  Albe- 
i^&rle.  Sent  to  England,  and  there  Examined.  At  Paris  he  sol- 
icited for  restitution,  but  without  success,  being  told  his  Goods  were 
confiscated  for  trading  within  the  Limits  of  the  French. 

See  Pattin's  Journal  &  Map. 

*  See  page  220. 
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1753,  May  22.  Gov.  bj  message,  acquainted  the  boose  that  the 
County  of  Allegheny,  in  Ohio,  was  going  to  be  invaded  by  an  army 
of  French  &  Indians,  that  the  Gov',  of  Canada  had  avowed  this  hos- 
tile Invasion,  before  the  Council  of  y'  Six  Nations,  yet,  tho'  these 
Indians  had  forbid  its  asserting  their  Independence  &  the  Pro- 
perty of  the  soil,  yet  the  French  would  still  persist,  s$ts  forth  the 
consequences ;  requested  to  be  enabled  to  assist  the  Indians 

See  Gov".  Message,  p.  18. 

George  Henry,  John  Evans,  James  Devoy,  Owen  Nicholson,  came 
from  England.  As  they  were  trading  beyond  the  Ohio,  they  were 
taken  Prisoners  by  a  Number  of  French  Indians,  w*^  a  French  Man 
at  their  head,  who  carried  them  to  Quebeck^  and  from  thmiee^  sent 
them  to  Hochell,  in  Old  France. 

29.  Trents  L'res.,  J.  Galbreath,  Jn«.  Harris,  Mich.  Teaffe,  Rob. 
Calendar,  Ezamind  by  the  boose.  After  w*^  y  state  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  considered. 

30.  £200  given  for  Condolence  Presents  to  y«  Twightwees  j  £600 
Presents  to  the  other  Indian  Nations,  payable  to  y'  Gov',  by  the 
Traders. 

1753,  Aug^.  29*K  Gov^  acquaints  the  House  that  he  had  sent 
Mr.  Weiser  to  Onondago,  intending  to  take  his  measures  from  the 
advices  he  should  bring.  The  French  were  on  y*  march  to  the 
Ohio,  &  had  dispatched  several  Parties  of  Indians  before  them. 

Sept'.  6.  Conrad  Weiser's  Journal  of  his  Joumy  to  Albany,  &  y« 
Mohawks  Country,  together  w***  other  Papers  laid  before  y«  ho. 

October.  Treaty  with  the  Ohio  Indians  in  8ber  Alexander 
Magenty,  Indian  Trader,  trading  w^^.  the  tJuttawa  Indians,  allies  of 
G^  B.,  was,  on  th^6"^  Jan^^.  last,  taken  Prisoner  by  a  Party  of 
French  Indians,  of  the  Caghnawago  Nation,  near  Kantuckj,  a 
Western  Branch  of  Ohio,  who  beat  &  abused,  &  sent  him  to  Mon- 
treal. 

1754,  Laid  before  y«  Ho.,  14«'  Feb'y*  Lre.  from  Ld.  Holder- 
nesse,  of  the  28'*'  Aug*.,  1753,  commanding  him,  in  case  of  En- 
croachm*".  by  any  foreign  Prince,  to  draw  /orth  the  armed  force  of 
y  Prov.,  &  repel  force  by  force.  Indian  Trader,  Bow,  recom- 
mended by  y«  Lre.  from  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  Fort  on 
Bass  River,  of  the  15*^  Dec'.,  1753.  Legardeur  de  St.  Pierre  to 
Gov'.  Dunwiddie,  by  Col*.  Washington,  sent  with  a  Requisition, 
requiring  him  to  retire,  4o-,  wherein  the  Claims  to  y'  Lands  along 
the  Ohio  are  avowed. 

Do.  N.B.  The  Assembly  in  their  Message  of  this  date,  acknow- 
ledge the  Gov".  Care  in  all  Indian  Affairs,  &  in  all  their  other  mes- 
sages sent  to  Gov.  Gordon,  Gov.  Thomas,  &  Gov'.  Hamilton. 

20th.  Andrew  Montour,  &  Jn».  Pattin,  returned  from  Ohio. 
26th.  A  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Indian  Trade  BilL 
27th.  Assembly  thanks  Gov".  &  Com",  at  Carlisle,  for  their  care, 
&  express  satisfaction  with  their  conduct.  Will  bear  the  Expense 
of  Com",  to  Albany,  gone  w***.  Gov',  in  character  of  Indian  Traders. 
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March  8.  Assembly  resolve  that  the  Papers  &  Evidenees  sent 
down  bj  y  Gov'*  do  not  make  it  clearly  appear,  that  the  snbjects 
of  a  foreign  Prince  haye  erected  Forts  within  the  undoubted  Limits 
of  this  Government.  Message  y^  y^  Limits  had  not  been  asoer- 
tained  to  y^'  satisfaction. 

£100*,  St.  to  be  paid  to  y*  speaker,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to 
the  agent  in  G^  B.,  for  y'  service  of  this  Province. 

A^mbly  adjonrn  without  granting  supplies;  &  w*^  out  Governors 
Consent^  to  the  6^  May. 

1754,  April  2.  Assembly  called  by  writs  to  meet.  Gov  lays 
before  them,  Lrea.  of  Gov'  Dinwiddle,  &  several  other  Papers. 
Proposes  for  supplys  to  assist  Gov'  Dinwiddie. 

4.  Lres.  *  of  Gov'  Dq  Lancey  &  Gtov  Shirley,  laid  before  y  ho' 
to  acquaint  them  what. was  to  be  done  at  Albany. 

5.  The  Question  put,  That  a  sum  of  money  be  at  this  time  given 
to  the  Sing's  use.  Passed  in  y  affirmative,  IS  to  16.  Qu.  put  for 
^^20,000.  In  y  negative,  25  to  8.  £15,000, 23  to  10.  £10,000, 
negatiire,  22  to  10.    £5,000.    In  the  negative,  22  to  10. 

11.  £500  given  as  a  Present  to  the  Indians,  at  the  Treaty  pro- 
posed to  be  held  in  June,  at  Albany. 

12.  A  message  y^  no  sum  would  be  given  to  y*  King's  use,  pro- 
portionate to  the  occasion.  Desire  to  adjourn  to  consult  their  Con- 
stituents to  13  May.  Gov  dissatisfied  w^  their  Conduct  &  y  ad- 
joomment     Ho'  altered  time  of  adjournment  to  6th  May. 

May  6.  Message  giving  an  Account  of  the  French  army  of  4,000, 
w*^  18  pieces  of  artillery,  appearing  before  Trent's  fort,  and  its  sur- 
render to  them  on  the  IT^*^  Apr.,  reoommendiug  Union  of  the 
Colonies.  That  he  had  sent  Mr.  Weiser  with^  respectful  message- 
to  y  Indians  living  on  the  borders  of  the  Susquehanna,  to  be 
informed  in  what  Ught  the  Hostilities  of  the  French  had  been  repre- 
sented to  them,  &  wh'  any,  &  what  measures  had  been  proposed  to 
them  in  relation  thereto. 

Papers  sent  w*^  Message. 

CoK  Washington's  Lre.  of  y  27  Apr. 

Contreoour's  summons  to  y*  Commands  of  Trent's  Fort. 

Scarroyadys  Speech,  &c.,  to  Gov*  of  Virg.  &  Conn. 

Gov*  IMnwiddie's  Lre.  of  27  Apr. 

Gov  De  Lancey's  Lre.  of  19**  Apr. 

Lre.  from  Commanding  Officer  at  Oswego,  to  Gov'  of  New  York, 
of  27  March,  giving  an  Acc«  of  y«  March  of  a  Body  of  French 
Troops  to  the  Ohio. 

A  Letter  of  Conrad  Weiser's  to  y«  Gov',  containing  an  acco*  of 
his  Joumy  to  Shamokin,  2  May,  w**  a  Paper  of  Indian  News. , 

May  8.  Qu.  put  for  ^20,0U0,  to  be  given  to  y  King's  use.  No's 
24  to  8:    £15,000,  No's  23  to  10. 

£10,000  granted,  17  to  15.     On  an  Excise  for  10  years,  W* 
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Got'  would  not  assent  to,  &  thereupon,  the  honse  came  to  scanda- 
loas  and  abusive,  &  Resolves  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  19*^  Ang^ 

May  18.  Gov'  demanded  Copy  of  Minutes,  w^^  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  19^,  and  not  before  a  Copy  was  ordered  to  be  given  to  y* 
Gov. 

June.  Congress  held  at  Albany  from  15*^  June  to 

August  6.  Assembly  was  called  by  writ  to  meet  to-day.  Speech, 
giving  an  account  of  Col^  Washington's  Defeat,  8  July,  &  capitula- 
tion. Gov.'  presses  supplies.  Half  King  ft  other  oonsiderabld 
Indians  retire  into  their  Province.  Petitions  from  Cumberland  and 
Lancaster  County  for  protection,  arms,  and  ammunition.  Com- 
mends to  J*  ho.  to  consider  the  defenceless  state  of  y«  Province,  and 
provide  means  for  s^urity.  Lays  before  them,  minutes  of  y  Con- 
gress at  Albany,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  Lands  on  the  River 
Ohio  do  belong  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  &  have  been  put 
tinder  the  Protection  of  the  Crown  of  England.  The  Proceedings 
of  the  French  have  never  received  Countenance  or  approbi^tion  from 
the  Six  Nations.  Comm*  drew  up  a  Representation  of  the  present 
state  of  the  Colonies,  ft  a  Plan  of  a  general  Union,  both  w^^  Gov'- 
recomends. 

8.  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Donegal,  setting  forth  that 
the  Inhabitants  are  neither  provided  w*^  arms  or  ammunition,  or 
under  any  kind  of  Discipline,  praying  y*  those  who  are  willing  to 
defend  themselves  and  country,  may  be  put  into  a  proper  Condition 
for  Defence,  and  those  who  are  not  .willing,  may  be  obligd  to  pay. 

Another  Petition  from  a  very  considerahle  Number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  townp's  of  Paxton,  Hanover,  ft  Derry,  to  y*  same 
purport  ^ 

9**.  Message  to  provide  for  French  Deserters. 

August  9,  1754.  Qu.  put  if  £20,000  should  be  given  to  the 
King's  use.  Past  in  the  negative,  21  to  11.  If  £15,000,  past  in 
the  negative,  20  to  12. 

Resolved,  That  ^10,000  be  given  to  the  King's  use. 

Provisions  voted  for  the  maintenance  of  Buch  Indians  as  have 
taken  Refuge  in  this  Province. 

12.  Question  put.  If  the  sum  given  to  the  King's  use  ehonld 
he  enlarged  to  £20,000.     Past  in  the  negative,  20  to  13. 

Question,  if  to  £L5,000.     Past  in  tbe  affirmative,  25  to  8. 

13.  Bill  for  Striking  the  sum  of  £35,000  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and 
giving  £15,000  thereof  to  ye  King's  use,  sent  up  to  the  Gov. 

Bill  rejected  b^  the  Gov'  for  reasons  formerly  assigned  &  mention^ 
y'  a  new  Gov'  may  be  soon  expected. 

Plan  of  llAion  of  the  Colonies  referred  to  ye  Cons"  of  the  next 
succeeding  Assembly. 

October  15.  Mr.  Morris,  the  new  Governor's  first  speech,  recom- 
mends the  state  of  the  Frontiers  of  this  &  ye  neighbouring  Provincea 
to  ye  Cons*  of  ye  ho». 

16.  Several  Letters,  Accounts  &  Papers  relating  to  Indian  Affiiirs, 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVSS  1T54.  287 

wlienee  thej  will  know  what  has  pMs*  ainoe  the  last  Sitting  of  A^ 

sembly. 

George  Croghan's  Lre.  of  16  Ang^firom  Auokqoiok. 

Gov  Hamilton's  Lre.  to  G.  Croghan,  of  28<^  Aug*. 

Conrad  Weber's  Lre.  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  13  Sepf . 

2  Lres.  from  G.  Croghan  to  Gov.  Hamilton^  30  AiigS  and  27^^ 
7br. 

Jno.  Harris's  Lre.  5  8br. 

Address  of  Assemblji  they  were  in  hopes  to  have  reoeived  In- 
structions from  the  Crown  how  to  oonduot  themselves  on  occasion  of 
French  Incroachm^.  Lre.  of  E.  of  Uoldemesse,  of  ye  28  Ang^ 
1753y  is  ye  only  Rule  for  their  Govemm^  Adjourn;  as  it  is  not  ye 
usual  time  for  doing  Business  to  2'  Doff. 

Dec.  3"^.  Governor's  speech  to  the  Assembly.  He  lays  before  the 
House  a  Lre.  from  s"^  Tho.  Eobinson^  5  July,  conveying  his  Maj^**  ex** 
press  Commands  not  only  to  act  vigorously  in  the  defence  of  his  Govern- 
mcnti  but  to  be  aiding  his  Maj*'«*  other  Colonies  to  repel  hostile  At- 
tempts.^ Observes  y*  the  King's  Ministers  were  on  ye  5  July  only 
informed  of  the  French  having  driven  some  of  the  Virginia  forces 
from  Monongealo,  &  were  erecting  a  Fort  there,  &  y*  many  things 
had  happened  since  that  have  put  our  affairs  on  the  Frontiers  in  a 
very  bad  situation,  much  worse  y"  they  can  imagine.  French  have 
1000  regular  Troops  at  their  Fort  at  MonongealOy  &  an  additional 
Number  of  Cannon.  Indians  have  removed  to  Canada,  others  are 
neutral,  while  the  few  who  continue  friends  dare  not  be  allow*,  and 
will  give  up  our  Cause  if  not  protected.  Uses  many  good  argum** 
to  induce  them  to  grant  supplies.     Sends  to  ye  ho". 

S*"  Tho.  Robinson's  Lre.  of  5  July. 

A  Lre.  from  Govr.  Dinwiddle  of  8  Nov'. 
.  Do.  from  Gov'  Sharpe  of  same  Date. 

A  Lre.  from  G.  Croghan,  23  Nov'. 

Clauses  Lres.  to  ye  Sec'ry. 

Gk>v''  acquaints  the  ho*  y^  some  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations 
at  Anckquick  intend  to  go  to  the  Council  at  Onondago,  and  expect  in ' 
their  absence  to  have  their  familys  &  ye  other  Indians  supported. 

Resolved,  to  give  £20,000  to  yo  King's  use,  on  the  Extension  of 
the  Excise  for  10  years. 

Resolved,  to  allow  reasonable  charges  arising  on  a  suitable  Pro- 
vision to  be  made  for  je  maintenance  of  the  Indians  at  Auckquick. 

Message  from  the  Ho"*  y^  y6  Treatment  our  Indian  allies  have 
always  received  from  this  Province,  has  great  weight  w^  them,  &  y^ 
we  have  a  large  share  in  their  affections^  recommend  to  ye  Gov<^  if 
might  Bot  be  more  convenient  to  the  Indians  to  come  nearer  our 
back  Inhabitants. 

£150  put  into  ye  Gov'*  hands  for  support  of  Indians  at  Auck- 
quick. 

Daring  the  Spanish  &  French  war  the  Indian  Trade  was  very 
considerably  enlarged  by  means  of  ye  Shawncsse^  Delawares  &  Six 
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Nation  IndiaDS,  wbo,  from  the  quick  Encrease  of  ya  Englisli  in  j* 
Oolouies,  quitted  their  old  Places  of  Residence  for  want  of  Game  or 
korn,  k  removed  to  Allegheny.  They  were  greatly  enoonraged  by 
ye  Twightwees  &  other  Nations  inhabiting  beyond  ye  Ohio,  as  they 
draw  our  Traders  after  them.  Groghan  &  others  had  Stores  on  ye 
Lake  Erie,  all  alone  ye  Ohio  from  Bar,  and  other  store  houses  on 
the  Lake  Erie,  all  along  ye  Miami  River,  &  up  &  down  all  that  fine 
eoantry  watered  by  ye  Branches  of  ye  Miamis,  Sioto  &  Muskingham 
Rivers,  &  upon  the  Ohio  from  Bockaloons  an  Indian  Town  near 
its  head,  to  below  ye  Mouth  of  the  Miami  River,  an  Extent  of  500 
miles,  on  one  of  the  most  beautiful  Rivers  in  ye  world,  y*  tfiey 
traded  all  along  the  Rivers.* 

Great  Quantities  of  Goods  were  vendet}  in  the  towns  of  the 
Twightwees  at  their  own  pressing  Instances.  Several  Nations, 
Twightwees,  Plots,  Tacons;  Piak-kis-haws  and  Owendats,  entered 
into  an  Intimated  Friendship  with  the  scattered  Tribes  of  Sbawencse, 
Dela wares  &  Six  Nation  Indians,  &  pressing  to  enter  into  an  alliance, 
they  were  on  ye  recommendation  of  ye  Six  Nations,  Shawenese  & 
Delawares,  admitted  in  ye  summer  of  1748. 

When  the  Indians  perceived  by  the  French  Proceedings  &  Pre- 
parations that  they  not  only  contended  for  a  sole  &  exclusive  Trade, 
but  for  the  Possession  of  the  Country  lying  on  ve  borders  of  the 
Ohio,  they  gave  us  timely  notice,  entreated  us  to  build  Forts,  con* 
tinue  our  Trade,  &  make  head  against  them,  &  to  be  expeditious  & 
resolute.  When  they  saw  no  fruits,  arising  from  their  sev^  solicita- 
tions, &  notices  neither  forces,  nor  workmen  to  help  them  to  build 
Forts,  they  nevertheless  repeated  their  applications,  and  offered  to 
join  us.  We  heard  them  patiently,  continued  to  send  unarmed 
Traders  with  great  Quantities  of  valuable  Goods  w^  fell  from  time  to 
time  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  The  Traders  were  seized  and  car* 
ried  Prisoners  to  Canada  without  the  least  struggle  or  opposition. 

The  Presents  sent  to  Logs  Town  shew*  our  wealth  &  good  n  :tare, 
but  evidenc'  at  ye  same  time  the  weakness  of  our  measures,  since  in 
consequence  of  a  free  Consent  given  at  that  treaty  by  the  Indians  to 
build  store  houses  on  the  Ohio,  no  other  force  was  sent  y*  about  30 
half-starved,  ordinary  men,  under  a  very  improper  Commander, 
Cap^  Trent ;  who  w"  about  building  a  small,  illconstruc'  house  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  Monongealo.  The  Gov*  of  Virginia  sent  Mr.  Washing- 
ton to  summon  ye  French  Commander  on  the  River  B"*""^,  &  on  bis 
haughty  answer,  raised  a  few  forces,  expecting  ye  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania wou'  have  either  sent  men,  or  given  a  large  sum  to  inlist  such  as 
wou*  enter  Volunteers,  but  found  y*  instead  of  affording  assistance, 
they  fell  into  disputes  w^  their  Gov',  &  seemed  to  espouse  the  French 
Claims  to  those  Countries. 

The  Peace  was  concluded  7"^  8br,  1748,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  &  in 
Nov  Governor  Hamilton  arrived. 
Care  was  taken  to  make  ye  new  Gov'  acquainted  with  ye  accession 

*  This  part  of  the  MS.  much  interlined  and  difficult  to  be  read. 
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of  the  Twightwees  &  Owendais  into  ye  English  Alliance  w*^  y  ffood 
diflposition  towards  je  Englishy  and  je  flourishing  state  of  ye  Indiana 
Trade,  &  je  Great  Interest  his  Maj'i'  had  w^  numerous  Nations  of 
Indians  bejond  je  Ohio. 

In  shorty  we  irritated  the  French,  dispirited  the  Indian  allies,  k 
gave  the  Enemy  by  our  weak  and  small  Efforts  such  immense 
advantages  as  are  beyond  Conception. 


Plan  for  the  Dbpbnck  of  Cumberland  Co.,  1754. 

A  Plan  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontier  of  Cumberland  County  from 
Phillip  Davies  to  Shippensburgh. 

Let  one  Company  cover  from  Phillip  Davies  to  Tomas  Waddel's ; 
And  aa  John  M'Dowell's  mill  is  at  The  most  important  Pass,  most 
exposed  to  Danger,  has  a  Fort  already  made  about  it,  and  there  pro- 
vifiions  may  be  most  easily  had,  for  these  Reasons  let  the  Chief 
Quarters  be  there ;  let  five  men  be  Constantly  at  Phillip  Davies's, 
William  Marshall's,  and  Thomas  Waddle's,  which  Shall  be  relieved 
every  Day  by  the  patrolling  Guards ;  let  Ten  men  be  Sent  early 
every  morning  from  the  Chief  Quarters  to  Tho".  Waddle's,  and  Ten 
return  from  thence  back  in  the  Evening.  A  likewise  Ten  men  Sent 
from  the  Chief  Quarters  to  the  other  Extremity  daily,  to  go  by 
William  Marshal's  to  Philip  Davies's  and  return  the  Same  Way  in 
the  Afternoon.  By  this  Plan  The  whole  Bounds  will  be  patrolled 
twice  every  Day,  a  Watch  will  be  constantly  kept  at  four  most  im- 
portant Places,  and  there  will  be  every  Night  fourty-five  Men  at  ye 
Chief  Quarters  ready  for  any  Exigence. 

Another  Company  may  cover  as  much  more  of  The  Frontier^  be- 
ginnJDg  where  the  first  Ends  and  reaching  towards  and  back  of  Ship- 
pensburgh, by  fixing  a  Chief  Quarters  in  Some  convenient  Place 
about  the  Middle  of  Said  Bounds,  and  from  Thence  patroling  the 
Ground  twice  a  Day,  and  keeping  watches  at  ye  most  proper  Places,  ■ 
u  above;  One  of  which  watches  maybe  constantly  at  M<^.  Arm- 
strong's, and  anothier  at  a  proper  Place  at  ye  other  Extremity. 

This  Plan  "Supposes  each  of  ye  Companys  to  consist  of  60  Men  in 
*1I|  as  fewer  cannot  So  patrol,  keep  Watch,  and  leave  any  Force  to- 
gether to  answer  Such  Exigencies  as  may  occur.  These  may  be 
furnished  by  deducting  17  out  of  Each  of  ye  four  Forts  back  off  our 
Frontier.  This  leaves  60  in  each  Fort,  and  makes  up  a  new  Com- 
pany of  60  Men,  and  Eight  to  be  added  to  Cap"  Peter's  Company.  * 

Indorsed — 
•A  Plan  for  the  Defence  of  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

*  Seo  ye  Exports  of  Skins  in  yo  years,  1747,  1748, 1749. 
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Statemkot  Kespbcting  J.  Patten  and  the  French,  1754. 

M^  J.  Patten,  an  Indian  Trader,  of  Philadelphia,  who  for  more 
than  Twenty  Years  carried  on  a  Trade  amongst  the  different  Nations 
of  Indians,  some  hundred  Miles  West  of  Philadelphia,  says:  That 
at  the  Commencement  of  the  late  French  War,  he  went  to  trade  as 
usual,  with  thirteen  Horses  laden  with  English  Goods,  all  which, 
together  with  himself  &  sundry  others,  were  seized  &  taken  by  some 
Frenchmen  belonging  to  a  French  Fort  upon  the  River  Ohio,  & 
from  thence  was  transported  from  Fort  to  Fort  to  Quebec.  &  after- 
wards was  carried  three  hundred  Miles  above,  where  he  lived  for  a 
twelve  Month  among  the  Indians.  (The  River  Ohio  runs  back  of 
Philadelphia,  Maryland  &  Virginia,  &  is  supposed  to  empty  itself 
itself  into  the  Mississippi.)  He  says  that  the  French  have  Forts 
within  Twenty  or  Thirty  Miles  distance  of  each  other,  with  a  Com- 
mand of  Men  from  Ten  to  Twenty ;  That  by  Means  of  these  Forts  & 
the  Lakes,  they  have  a  Communication  open  from  Quebec  to  the 
Mississippi,  he  says  that  the  French  take  the  Squas  &  Papooses  of 
the  Indians  in  Alliance  with  them,  into  these  Forts  for  Protection, 
whilst  the  Men  go  out  to  War;  &  there  ke^  them  until  the  Men 
return.  By  these  Forts  they  comand  an  immense  Firr  Trade,  &  a 
fine  open  Campagne  Country,  &  bid  fair  in  a  little  Time  to  Seduce 
the  Indians  in  Alliance  with  the  English,  into  the  French  Interest, 
as  the  English  do  not  afford  the  Same  Protection  to  the  Women  & 
Children,  while  the  Men  are  gone  to  War,  as  the  French  do.  The 
Garrisons  of  the  Particular  Forts  are  Stationed  for  three  Years,  when 
they  are  relieved,  &  the  Officer  that  behaves  well  in  this  Station  is 
sure  to  be  promoted. 
Indorsed — 

Patten's  Information  (from  Gov'  Shirley.) 


Petition  of  Officers  of  Northumberland  County 
against  Connbcticut  Men. 

To  the  honorable  John  Penn,  Esq"".,  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  counties  of  New 
,.    Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

The  petition  of  the  Sheriff,  Coroner,  and  Magistrates  of  the 
County  of  Northumberland,  in  the  said  Province,  most  humblj 
Sheweth : 

That  your  Petitioners,  actuated  by  a  sense  of  the  duty  which  thej 
owe  to  the  public  in  general,  have  not  been  wanting  in  the  utmost 

*  From  Gov.  Shirley. 

m 
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ezertioxi  of  their  abilities  towvds  enforcing  the  laws  of  this  Pro- 
Yince,  and  maintaining  regularity  &  good  order  in  their  seyeral 
Stations^  yet  sorry  we  are  to'  inform  your  honor  that  our  utmost 
endcaTOurs  are  likely  to  fail  of  the  desired  effect^  thro'  the  restless 
and  ambitious  designs  and  enterprises  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut ; 
the  intruders  from  that  Colony  settled  at  Wioming  are  reinforced 
with  fresh  numbers,  Officers,  civil  and  military,  are  appointed  not 
only  among  them  but  even  among  us  by  the  Governor  of  Cosnee- 
ticat,  as  well  in  direct  violation  of  our  laws  as  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  overturning  the  Jurisdiction  of  our  Courts.  Swarms  of 
emissaries  from  that  Colony  crowd  among  our  people,  seducing  the 
ignorant,  frightening  the  timorous,  and  denouncing  the  utmost  Y  en- 
geance  against  any  who  may  be  hardy  enough  to  oppose  them ;  It  is 
with  grief  we  own,  that  with  all  our  diligence  we  have  not  been  able 
to  prevent  their  insiduous  artifices  from  having  some  effect;  hitbert0| 
indeed,  we  have  been  able,  tho'  with  difficulty,  to  support  a  proper 
appearance  of  lawful!  Authority }  but  how  can  we,  single  and  un- 
fiopported,  Sustain  the  weight  of  a  whole  Colony  which  teems  with 
people;  a  large  detach mei^t  is  now  marching  to  Wioming.  Five 
imndr^  of  the  troops  of  that  Colony  are  apply'd  for,  and  expected 
under  the  disengenuous  artifice  of  being  a  guard  against  the  Indians ; 
we  have  such  repeated  &  reiterated  Accounts  of  their  firm  intentions 
to  disposses  the  people  settled  under  Pennsylvania,  that  to  disbelieve 
it  would  be  arrant  incredulity ;  In  fine,  to  such  Situation  are  we 
already  reduced,  from  the  number  of  their  adherents,  Spies  &  Emis- 
saries, as  to  be  under  the  hard  necessity  of  keeping  constant  guards, 
not  only  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  our  Jail,  but  for  the  Security 
of  our  houses  &  persons,  all  of  which  are  violently  threatened.  In 
this  critical  &  alarming  Situation,  we  cannot  help  imploring  the 
interposition  and  aids  of  Government,  and  that  this  Country,  poor 
and  but  thinly  inhabited,  may  not  be  abandoned  &  left  a  prey  to  a 
powerfuU  Colony. 
And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

WM.  COOK,  Sheriff. 
JAMES  MURRAF,  Coroner. 
WILLM.  PLUNKET, 
SAML.  HUNTER, 
BENJA^.  ALISON, 
BOBT   MOODIE, 
MICH.  TROY, 
ELLIS  HUGHES, 
WM.  MACLAY. 

iii<fowwj.— Petition  to  the  Hon'ble  Jn«.  Penn,  Northumberland 
Cot^,  respeotinir  the  Wyoming  settlers. 

Y0L.1I.-11 
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List  of  Indians,  Jan*t,  1756. 

List  of  Conestogoe  lodiaDs  who  List  of  Indians  belonging  to  the 
were  present  at  the  Treaty  in  Conestogoe  Indian  Town  who  were 
Lancaster.  absent  from  the  Treaty. 


Jo.  Hays, 
John, 

Billy  Sock, 
Peter, 
Billy  Sam, 
Will.  James, 
Young  Peter, 
Will.  John, 
Georob  William, 
Youno  Warrior, 

ISAAO, 

Harry, 

Jemmy  Harris, 

Billy  Taylor, 

Betty, 

Sally, 

Margaret, 

Jemmy  Sam,  (a  Child.) 

Nancy, 

Peggy, 

Mary, 

Young  Billy, 

Young  Jo. 


Old  Molly, 
Old  Peggy, 
Peggy  Tillehanzey, 
Jemmy  Wright, 
Young  Mary, 
Young  Margaret, 
Wawanah,  (or  Big  Road)  a  Boy. 
Bjlwnonesah,  (a  Girl.) 
SuzY,  (a  Girl.) 
Sawateah,  (a  Girl.) 
Tuahahuhn,  (a  Girl.) 
QuAHifwBY,  (a  Girl.) 
Whawney,  (a  Girl.) 
KiNTASA,  (a  Girl.) 
Hayenehs,  (a  Boy.) 
Kaquaongush,  (a  Girl.) 


Gov.  Belcher  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Jan'y  10, 1755. 

Sr, 

At  the  Desire  of  the  Bearer,  Cap*.  Morke,  I  herewith  send  you 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  L.  Gov.  Delancey,  which  I  rec*  by  him  this 
day,  &  he  tells  me,  he  intends  to  leave  with  me  some  things  for  Hia 
Majesty's  Service  &  Interest,  to  be  laid  before  the  Council  of  this 
Province,  at  their  meeting  me  the  next  Month,  &  as  he  is  now 
bound  to  Phil%  he  tells  me  he  intends  to  lay  the  same  matters  be- 
fore your  Honour,  &  the  Governm^  there ;  &  1  have  assured  him,  if 
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be  has  any  tbing  to  offer,  for  His  Majesty's  Servioe  &  Honour^  he 
will  have  your  Conntenanoe  &  Encouragement.    I  am, 
.      Sr, 

Your  Honour's  most 
obedient  &  most  bumble 
Serv'., 

J.  BELCHER.  ' 

Eliz*.  Town,  (N.  J.) 

Jan^  10, 1755. 
L  Gov.  Jtf orris. 

Indorted, — Gov'.  Belcber,  witb  a  Coppy  of  Gov.  Delanccy's  letter 
to  him,  recommending  Cap*^  Morke. 


CopY.-^Gov.  Dblancey  to  Gov.  Belcher,  1755. 

New  York,  8th  Jan^,  1755. 

I  take  the  Liberty  of  recommending  Cap'.  Morke  to  your  Excel- 
lenc/fl  Favour,  he  came  from  England  recommended  by  my  Lord 
Halifax  to  Govr.  Shirley,  who  recommended  him  to  me,  he  has 
made  some  Stay  in  this  Town,  &  has  some  things  to  lay  before  the 
several  Govemours  on  this  Continent,  thai  may  be  of  Use  to  these 
Colonies,  he  is  proceeding  towards  Virginia,  &  as  I  know  his  Inten- 
tions of  waiting  on  your  Excellency,  I  have  sent  a  Packet  under  his 
Care.    I  am, 

Sr, 
Your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble 
Serv*., 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

Govr.  Belcber. 

Indorsed, — Copy,  Govr.  Dekncey  to  Govr.  Belcher. 
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Gov.  Sharp  to  Gov.  Moeris,  1755. 

Annapolis.  January  li*^,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  could  not  help  embracing  tbe  Opportunity  by  Captain  Buther- 
ford,  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  17*^  Inst. 
I  need  not  express  to  you  how  much  I  am  concerned  at  the  account 
you  sent  me  of  your  Assemblys  Obstinacy.  I  cannot  but  approve 
of  your  sending  a  Belt  to  the  Six  Nations  in  behalf  of  this  Pro* 
vince,  tho'  for  want  of  being  before  acquainted  therewith,  I  have 
writ  with  Governor  Dinwiddie  to  M'.  Delancy,  desiring  |him  to 
have  a  Belt  delivered  as  from  Us,  in  Case  He  should  think  proper  to 
send  any  Mc^^age  to  the  Six  Nations.  You  will  be  kind  enough  to 
acquaint  me  at  Scarroyady's  Return  with  the  Event  of  his  Journeyi 
&  you  will,  I  hope,  excuse  the  Brevity  of  this  &  attribute  it  to  my 
being  just  about  to  depart  for  the  Camp,  where  I  propose  to  tarry 
about  a  Month,]  if  nothing  extraordinary  &  unexpected  requires 
my  Return  to  Annapolis. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Regard, 

Sir,  your  most^humb.  &  obed*  Serv*, 

HOR«.  SITARPE. 
P.  S.     I  should  be  glad  to  learn  how  Matters  are  at  Venango. 

Indorsed. 

Qov*^  Sharpe,  by  Cap^  Rutherford  approving  my  Giving  a  Belt 
for  Maryland  to  Scarroyadj. 

Jan^  13,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Isaac  Norris,  1755. 

Sir: 

There  are  now  in  town  twelve  Indians  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
who,  you  are  sensible  are  now,  &  for  a  long  time  have  been  firmly 
attachd  tq^  the  English  Interest.  These  unfortnate  people  were  taken 
Prisoners  by  the  French  Indians  about  two  years  ago,  and  have 
been  confined  in  Canada,  from  whence  they  have  made  their 
escape,  and  are  now  returning  to  their  own  country.  I  observe 
that  some  of  them  were  in  a  manner  naked,  and  think  it  will  be 
right  in  this  Govemm^  to  supply  them  with  such  clothing  as  may 
be  necessary  to  keep  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther at  this  season,  w^^  need  not  be  much,  and  to  send  a  mea* 
senger  with  them  as  far  as  John  Harris's,'*'  where  they  will  be 
put   into    a  road  that  they   know.     I    therefore    recomend  thia 

*See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  276. 
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natter  to  yon,  and  hope  you  will  favor  me  with  your  answer 
by  the  B^rer,  y^  I  may  give  the  necessary  Directions  to  Mr. 
Weiser,  who  will  act  with  the  utmost  frugality^  and  send  his 
Son  Sammy  along  w*^  them.  ,  ^ 

I  am. 
17<*  January,  1755. 

Indonad. 
Qovemor's  Lre  to  Isaac  Norris,  17  Janry,  1755. 


Beply  op   Isaac  Norris  to  •Gov.  Morris,  1756, 

May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

These  Cherokee  Indians  were  at  my  house  in  their  way  to  Town, 
two  nights,  and  hehaved  themselves  very  orderly.  I  am  pleased 
with  the  opportunity  of  giving  them  some  marks  of  Oar  regard  for 
their  Nation,  and,  as  far  as  regards  my  self,  acquiesce  entirely  with 
the  Governors  proposal  of  Supplying  them  with  Such  Clothing  as 
may  bo  necessary  to  keep  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  Weather 
at  this  Season,  which  need  not  be  much,  and  Conducting  them  as  far 
as  John  Harris's,  to  put  them  into  a  road  they  know.  As  Conrad 
Weiser  is  in  Town,  and  will  act  with  the  utmost  frugality,  there  can 
sot  be  least  doubt  the  Province  will  cheerfully  defray  the  charge. 
I  am  the  Governors 

Assured  friend^ 

ISAAC  NORRIS. 

Jan'T  17*,  1755. 
Indorsed. 

M'.  Isaac  Norris  to  the  Gov'',  17  January,  1755. 


Gov,  TO  Isaac  Norris,  1755. 

Sir: 

His  Majesty  having  commanded  me  To  furnish  the  officers  of  the 
troops  he  has  destined  for  American  service,  with  all  necessarys  for 
travelling  by  land,  when  his  service  required  them  to  go  from  place 
to  place,  and  observing  by  the  newspaper  that  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly have  lodged  money  in  the  Hands  of  your  self,  and  some  other 
members,  for  that  and  other  purposes,  I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint 
you  That  Coll'  Ellison  and  Coll*  Mercer,  who  lately  arrived  at  Vir- 
ginia, in  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  war,  are  now  in  town  and  are 
going  to  Boston,  upon  his  Majesties  service,  which  requires  the  ^ 
greatest  dispatch.       They  arc    furnished    with  Duplicates  of    his 
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Majesties  Orders  &  in  virtue  thereof  have  applj'd  to  me  and  expect 
to  he  supplied  agreeahle  thereto.     Coll°  Mercer  will  return  here,  it 
being  the  place  of  his  destination. 
Philad*,  Jan'y  24%  1754. 

Indorsed, 

Jan'y  24**",  1755.  D^  to  Isaac  Norris  notifying  the  arrival  of 
Col^  Ellison  and  Col^  Mercer  and  requiring  thej  may  be  suppljed 
agreeable  to  his  Majistj's  Orders. 

Delivered  a  true  copy  of  the  within  letter  to  Isaac  NorriS;  at  his 
house  near  Germantown. 

JOHN  MORRIS. 
Jan'y  24%  1755. 


Capt.  Wm.  Polson  to  Joseph  Armstrong,  1755.] 

Shippensburg,  25*^  Jan'ry,  1755. 

Sir: 

Agreeable  to  a  Clause  in  a  late  Act  past  in  this  Province,  for 
providing  Provisions  &. other  Necessarjs  for  his  Majesty's  Troops 
that  shall  arrive  or  be  raised  in  the  Province,  I  am  to  inform  you 
(as  you  are  not  only  a  Member  of  the  General  Assembly,  but  by 
them  appointed  a  Commissioner.)  that  I  have  here  10  Recruits  for 
the  Expedition,  &  as  I  have  Received  Orders  from  his  Excellency, 
Horatio  Sharpless,  Comm',  for  the  time  being,  to  repair  to  the 
Camp  at  Mount  Pleasant.  I  expect  you'll  come  To-morrow  Morn- 
ing to  discharge  the  soldiers  Quarters,  &  provide  Provisions  at  proper 
stages  for  the  soldiers  on  their  March  out  of  this  County,  w^^  is  the 
Frontier  of  your  Province. 


I  am, 

S', 


Yours,  &c., 

WM.  POLSON. 


To  Mr.  Jos.  Armstrong, 

one  of  the  Commissioners 
For  Cumberland  County. 
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Cam.  Wm.  Polson  to  Joseph  Armstrong,  1765, 

Shippensburg,  27**  Jan'ry,  lY55. 
Sir: 

Tonra  of  this  ins*  I  received;  &  obserre  what  you  aay  was  the 
resolve  of  jour  House^  &  the  Commissioners  sense  of  the  Clause  in 
S'  Tho"  Robinson's  letter  regarding  the  l^ops  rais'd  in  this  Province, 
&  tho'  it  does  not  become  me   as  one   of  his    Majestys   Millitary 
officers^  to  Censure  the  Conduct  of  ^our  house  or  the  Commission- 
ers by  them  appointed,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  very  difficult  to 
understand  your  Intentions,  when  by  your  actions  you  pay  no  re- 
gard either  to  Royal  Orders  or  th»  Express  Words  of  your  own 
Acts.  Fm  amaz'd  that  you  as  a  Representative  of  your  people,  or  Com- 
missioner, pretend  to   Quote  a  paragraph  of  S'  Tho*.   Robinson's 
Letter;  as  a  rule  to  screen  you   from   the  Support  of  my  recruits 
when  you,  by  a   Message  from  your   House,  to   his   Honour   the 
Governor,  say  that  his  Slajesty  neither  has,  or  ought  to  have,  any 
such  Power  as  is  Contain'd  in  8'  Tho*.  Robinson's  letter.     If  I'm 
not  mistaken,  the  words  of  your  own  Act  in   the  disposale   of  ye 
£5,000  are ;  that  it  is  to  support  such  of  his  Majesty's  Troops  as 
shall  arrive  or  be  rais'd  in  the  Province.     This  beiog  the   Case,  I 
presume  you  did  not  expect  Soldiers  to  be  raised  here  as  Provinciale 
Troops  when  you  did  not  grant  any  supplys  for  that  purpose,  There- 
fore if  you  had  any  meaning  in  your  resolve  you  certainly  intended 
to  support  any  of  his  Majesty's  recruiting  officers  on  that  duty  in 
your  Province.     I  am  here  by  a  dependency  on  your  resolves,  de» 
priv'd  of  the  Power  of  Executing  my  Comm'r's  orders  &  must  ly 
here  w^  my  Men  at  a  great  expence,  till  a  remittance  from  another 
Government  discharges  our  Quarters.      The  Consequences  of  such 
Belays  not  only  your  House,  but  your  poor  Constituents  must  an- 
swer to  my  Royal  Master. 

I  am,  S',  Tours,  Ac, 

WM.  POLSON. 
To  Joseph  Armstrong. 

Indorsed, 

Copys  of  two  letters  to  Joseph    Armstrong,  Commissioner  in 
Cumberland  County,  of  the  25"»  &  27"»  of  Jan'^,  1765. 
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Joseph  Abmstronq  to  Oapt.  Polson,  1766. 

27th  January,  1755. 
.    Sir: 

As  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  by  a  Resolve,  granted  a  Sum 
of  £6000  to  purchase  frish  Provition  for  the  King's  troops  at  there 
arival,  and  Cariages,  and  othere  Neceries,  if  they  march  by  Land, 
and  appointed  me  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  lay  out  Part  of  that 
money,  and  Store  np  Provitions,  have  in  Readiness  for  Such  troops 
as  Shall  arive;  the  Assembly  also  Resolved  that  this  Small  Sum 
granted  for  the  King's  use  Should  be  kept  for  their  arival  in  this 
Province,  or  if  they  Should  Come  into  one  of  the  Neighbouring  Pro- 
vinces, then  at  the  Next  Sitting  of  the  Assefkbly  the  Commissioners 
will  have  the  mind  of  the  house  what  to  do  With  their  Provitions. 
Sir,  I  am  heartily  Sory  that  I  Cannot  Comply  with  your  Requist ;  I 
would  with  all  Chearfulness^  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  it. 
Sir,  I  Remain  your  most 

Humble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  S. — Sir  there  is  a  Clause  in  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Letter  to  this 
government  to  provide  for  those  that  Should  be  Raised  in  this  Pro- 
vince,  it  is  the  mind  of  the  Commissioners,  that  that  Ckuse  Refers 
to  those  that  are  Raised  by  orders  of  this  government  only. 

To  Capt.  Willi.  Poison. 

These. 


Capt.  Wm.  Polson  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755.  • 

Shippeneburg,  27th  Jan'y,  1755. 
Honourable  Sir : 

I  intended  to  have  done  myself  the  Honour  of  waiting  of  you  in 
person,  but  as  my  duty  as  an  officer  will, not  permitt  me  that  happi- 
ness, I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honour,  that  by  orders  of  his  Ex- 
cellency, Hojatio  Sharp,  Esq',  I  came  into  this  County  to  recruit  my 
Company,  in  which  I  have  been  pretty  Successfull,  &  having  received 
orders  four  days  ago  to  repair  to  the  Camp  at  Mount  Pleasant,  I 
apply'd  to  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  this  County  to  Discharge 
my  Men's  Quarters,  &  provide  provisions  at  proper  stages  for  the 
Soldiera.  on  their  March  out  of  this  Government,  not  doubting  but 
such  a  Demand,  as  well  as  a  Complyance  with  it,  wou'd  meet  with 
your  Honour's  Approbation. 

I  have  sent  your  Honour  Coppys  of  my  Letters  to  Mr.  Armstrong 
on  that  Subject,  also  his  Answer  to  me.  •   And  if  my  Zeal  for  my 
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Master's  Service  Carryd  me  too  far^  I  hope  the  JostnesB  of  my 
Cause  will  obtain  my  Pardon. 

I  am^  Hononrable  Sir, 

Yoar  Honour's  most  dutiful 

and  most  Obedient  hum*  Serv*. 

WILL**-  POLSON  * 


Sir: 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thos.  Robinson,  1766. 

Philad*.,  Jan.  30,  1765. 


I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  you  on  the  24  ult.  relating  to  the- 
proceedings  of  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  duplicate  of  which  is 
under  this  cover,  as  also  Copy  of  what  I  said  to  tbem  at  the  opening 
of  the  Sessions,  and  of  the  several  messages  that  have  pass'd  between 

05  since  that  time. 

You  will  Observe  by  these  papers  that  I  have  laid  before  them 
his  Majesty's  commands,  signified  by  your  several  Letters  of  July 
5th  &  Octob'  26tb,  and  CalPd  upon  them  to  grant  the  supplys 
expected  by  the  Crown  upon  the  present  important  occasion.  That 
I  have  represented  to  them  the  danger  to  which  these  Colony s  stand 
exposed  by  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  and  urged  every  mo- 
tive that  Could  induce  tbem  to  avoid  dispute  &  act  with  vigor  in  the 
defence  of  their  Country.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  instead  of 
such  a  Conduct  as  might  reasonably  be  expected  from  the  represen- 
tatives of  a  Province  actually  invaded  by  the  French,  They  have 
indastriously  entered  into  controversy  concerning  the  force  of  Royal 

6  Proprietary  lostraotions,  which  they  insist  are  not  binding  upon 
a  Governor  of  this  Province,  and  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  repre- 
sent the  Issuing  such  as  distructive  of  their  Libertys  and  infractions 
of  their  charter.  And  because  I  refused  to  communicate  to  them 
all  mj  Instruct*^,  and  to  disobey  such  as  they  might  think  wrong, 
they  have  made  that^n  excuse  for  not  providing  for  the  necessary 
defence  of  the  Province.  They  did,  indeed,  propose  a  Bill  for  put- 
tiog  £20,000  into  my  hands  for  the  King's  use,  but  upon  such  terms 
as  I  could  not  agree  to  consistant  with  my  duty,  &  I  had  the  honor 
to  ffive  you  my  particular  reasons  in  my  last. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  Observe,  that  Royal  &  Proprietory  Instruc- 
tions are  by  no  means  new  things  in  this  Government,  and  if  they 
had  been  destructive  of  the  Libertys  of  the  people,  they  might  have 
been  complained  of  in  a  time  of  less  danger.  The  raising  such  a 
dispute  therefore  at  this  time  seems  to  have  been  done  with  no  other 


*  See  the  preceding  Letters. 
11* 
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dedgn  bat  to  fiirniBh  a  pretence  for  not  acting  as  hie  Majesty's  aer* 
vice  and  the  safety  of  the  country  required. 

On  the  3'  Instant  the  Assembly  did,  by  a  resolve  without  my 
Knowledge  or  Consent^  empower  a  committee  of  their  own  mem- 
bers to  borrow  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  pounds  upon 
the  credit  of  the  House,  which  they  directed  to  be  applyd  to  some 
of  the  uses  recomended  by  your  letter  of  Octo>'  26,  in  such  manner 
as  that  Committee  should  think  fit;  upon  which  you  will  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  if  a  house  of  Assembly  by  their  own  Authority, 
without  the  Consent  or  Approbation  of  a.Gov'.,  can  borrow  and  dis- 
pose of  money  as  they  think  proper,  they  may  hereafter  use  that 
Power  in  a  manner  inconsistant  with  the  publick  good  &  the  Just 
dependenoe  of  this  Province  upon  the  Crown. 

1  am  honoured  with  your  several  letters  in  favour  of  S'  John  S*. 
Clair  &  M'.  Pitcher,  to  both  of  whom  I  shall  Afford^y  best  Assist- 
ance, as  I  shall  to  every  officer  his  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  employ 
upon  the  present  occasion. 

On  the  10*^  Instant  the  Assembly  Notified  to  me  their  intention 
to  Adjourn  themselves  till  May,  and  I  sent  them  a  message  object- 
ing to  any  Adjournment  till  they  had  granted  the  necessary  snpplySi 
and  put  the  Province  into  a  posture  of  defence,  but  they  persisted  in 
their  resolution  and  adjourned  to  y«  12^  of  May  next  without  doing 
any  thing  but  what  I  have  mentioned,  and  making  a  representation 
to  his  Majesty  against  Eoyal  &  Prop^  Instructionsi  as  I  am  told,  for 
I  have  not  been  favoured  with  a  sight  of  it. 

I  could  with  great  ease  have  had  a  considerable  number  of  men 
ready  to  have  augmented  the  two  regiments  from  Ireland,  or  to  have 
made  part  of  those  to  be  raised  in  America,  if  the  Assembly  would 
have  consented  to  supply  money  for  that  purpose,  but  as  they  would 
not,  I  must  content  myself  with  affording  any  assistance  to  the  offi- 
cers that  shall  be  employed  to  raise  men  for  those  purposes. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Tour  Most  Obed*  & 

Most  Hum.  Serv*. 

Directed. — Sent  by  M^  Pitcher  to  be  put  on  board  the  Gibraltar, 
Cap*.  Spry,  at  Virginia,  Jans'.  31. 

IndanecL—Dft.  to  S'.  Tho".  Bobinson,  of  Jan^.  30, 1766. 
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Lucas  Rous  to  Gov.  Moreis,  1755. 

Old  Coshehoppe,  d.  21  Febr.,  1755. 
Yve  Admodam  Yenerande ! 

Ad  anrefl  ooculosve  perrenerunt  littered  de  Constitatione  libera- 
mm  seholamm  ad  propagandam  veram  notitiam  wterni  Naminis. 
G^ratnlantor  boo  de  tarn  pio  tamque  salutari  Instituto,  omnes  Cor- 
dati,  qni  preoes  suae  ardeniissime  ad  omnipotentem  die  nooteq's  tusss 
Becnndum  Psalm  OIL,  14 — 23^  ezauditas  iam  ex  parte  vident. 
Saoeqve  fasciculos  ovantes  ad  portare  eupiunt.  Cnmqve  percejMsse- 
mtts,'  Te,  Fautor  estamatissime  I  in  membrum  quod  yooant :  the  gene- 
ral Traatees  of  the  Society,  a  Superioribas  esse  pronnnciatum ;  qua  de 
re  hand  dnbitamas,  quin  petitnm  nostrum  in  cassum  ibit :  niminum, 
homines  nostros,  aliam  partem  Montium^  quos  the  Blue  ^oantains  ap- 
pellitant,  inbabitantes,  adiuvare,  or :  to  give  them  a  Warrant  for  some 
Tract  of  Land  to  build  a  Lutheran  Church  and  Schoolhous,  quoniam 
inrentos  pene  freqnens  ibi  inuenitur.  Sed  auxilio  baotenus  deetituti 
nee  informatorem  neque  Ministrnm  Verbi  Sastentare  potaerunt^  imo 
earn  circumdati  sint  ab  kostibus  Cincendorfianis  ao  Indis,  periculum 
est  ne  voms  Domini  Timor  penibas  extinguatnr.  Locus  de  origenda 
eongregatione  situs  est  viginti  tribus  circiter  Milliaribus  ab  Bethle- 
hem septentrionem  versus,  in  Easton  County,  vicinis  John  Jung,  a 
mcridie ;  Peter  Hofman  ah  occidente.  Seniores  huius  Fopuli,  qui 
mihi  ez  parte  desiderium  de  propaganda  inter  80  vera  religione  sig* 
nificarant  sunt  nominattim  :  Henrich  Christman,  Peter  Kehler^ 
Conrad  Mcrcamp,  et  Jacob  Sterner.  Tu  iam,  Fautor  estumatissime 
far,  quao  Tibi  belle  videater,  ego  vero,  Te  tutelse  Omnipotentis  eo- 
mendans,  persevera. 

Vir  Admodum  Venerande, 

Tuus, 

addictissimus, 
LUCAS  ROUS,  V.  D.  M.  ad 

Old  Goshehoppe,  etc. 

P.  S. — ^Tese  young  man  is  my  Bruder  in  low,  named  Bernhard 
Pemling,  leving  over  the  Blue  Mountins,  in  Easton  County,  by  the 
same  place  were  may  be  build  the  Church  and  Shoolhous. 

Indarsed — 
•   Lucas  Rouge  of  Old  Cowshoppen,  21  Febry,  1755. 
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Thomas  Penk  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

r  Duplicate.] 
Sir, 

I  intended  by  this  Ship  to  hare  wrote  very  fully  to  you  on  every 
point  of  Business  mentioned  in  your  Letters,  but  about  fourteen 
Days  since  I  was  attacked  by  a  fit  of  the  Gout,  and  rendered  incapa* 
ble  to  attend  Basiness,  til  three  or  four  Days  ago,  when  I  sat  down 
to  M'.  Peters's  Letters,  which  has  proved  so  troublesome  and  so 
tedious  a  work,  that  there  is  not  now  an  hour's  time  left,  but  I  think 
so  much  is- said  in  his  to  every  part  of  our  business,  that  my  refer- 
ring you  to  his  Letters  which  I  have  also  wrote  him  will,  in  a  very 
great  degree  answer  the  purpose.  I  shall,  however,  by  Mesnard, 
who  departs  the  middle  of  next  Week,  write  fully  to  you ;  however, 
I  can't  delfty  to  that  time  to  tell  you  that  we  approve  of  your  pro- 
ceedings with  the  Assembly,  and  if  you  are  to  represent  yonr  Gases,  I 
can  assure  you  theirs  will  not  be  approved,  for  it  is  not  believed  here 
they  ever  intended  to  give  a'shilling,  &  so  far  are  those  here  who 
must  consider  the  Dispute  from  thinking  you  should  have  taken  the 
Money  on  their  Terms,  that  they  think  the  Assembly  should  have 
given  the  Money  without  striking  Bills  on  a  distant  fund  for  the 
sinking  them,  so  that  you  need  not  be  under  any  uneasiness  for  the 
event  of  the  Dispute. 

We  much  approve  of  the  method  you  have  taken  in  the  Connec- 
ticut Affair,  and  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  be  very  vigilant  in 
taking  such  measures  with  the  Indians  as  may  prevent  a  Settlement, 
or  if  any  should  come,  that  you  will  sieze  at  least  some  of  them,  and 
proceed  against  .them  according  to  Law ;  some  of  the  most  consi- 
derable we  shall  choose  to  deal  with.  I  refer  you  to  my  next  and  re- 
main with  great  truth, 
Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

T.  PENN. 
London,  Feb'^  21»*,  1755. 


Copy  of  Order  of  Commissioners  for  Borrowing  Money, 

1755. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  Borrowing  the  sum  of  Five 
thousand  Pounds,  &c. 

At  the  State  House,  Feb.  24*'»,  1755. 

Present : 
Joseph  Trotter,  Joseph  Fox, 

Evan  Morgan,  James  Pemberton, 

Joseph  Strstoh,  &  Benj.  Franklin. 

A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Speaker  being  laid  before  the 
Board,  requesting  to  know  what  Provisions  this  Province  will  supply 
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for  the  Troops  intended  for  the  Ohio ;  the  same  being  taken  into 
Consideration,  it  was  agreed ;  That  Directions  be  immediately  sent 
to  Mobs'*  James  Wright,  Joseph  Armstrong,  and  John  Smith,  to 
Pnrchase  fourteen  thousand  Bushels  of  Wheat,  and  to  get  the  same 
Ground  &  bolted  aooording  to  the  directions  they  shall  receive  from 
Thomas  Walker,  Esq'.,  and  Packed  in  Casks  ready  to  be  delivered 
on  the  first  advice  from  Qoverpor  Dinwiddie  that  the  Brittish  Troops 
are  arriv'd ;  and  that  they  engage  a  Sufficient  Number  of  Waggons 
or  other  Carriages  for  transporting  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Gonegochig. 

EVAN  MORGAN, 
JOS  :  FFOX, 
JAMES  PEMBERTON. 
Having  this  Minute  brought  to  me  at  *) 

Fair  hill,  I  do  agree  to  it,  &  put  V  IsAAO  Norris. 
my  name,  Feb-^  24%  1755.  ) 

Indorsed — 
Coppy — Order  of  the  Commissioners  about  flower. 


Thomas  Penn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755, 

Sir, 

By  Captain  Lyon  I  wrote  you  a  short  Letter,  of  which  you  hkve 
a  coppy  herewith,  and  shal  now  supply  that  defect,  by  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  your  Letters  from  Madera,  Latitude  of  Bermudas, 
and  those  of  the  7th  and  26th  of  October,  8<*  of  November,  one 
without  date  by  Budden,  and  one  last  night  of  the  1st  of  Jan'y,  by 
way  of  France,  and  returning  answers  to  the  several  matters  men* 
tioned  in  them. 

The  accounts  I  have  of  your  reception  in  Pennsylvania  were  as 
favourable  as  I  expected,  I  am  very  sensible  you  must  be  fully  en- 
gaged, and  could  not  write  any  thing  material  so  soon  after  your 
first  arrival. 

It  cannot  but  be  very  disagreeable  to  find  a  people  for  -whom  my 
Family  wish  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  make  them  consi- 
derable, seem  to  have  nothing  in  view  but  to  take  every  step  they 
can  to  injure  us,  however,  I  consider  there  may  arise  some  who  will 
think  more  justly,  and  may  act  a  better  part,  and  that  makes  me  the 
less  uneasy. 

We  approve  of  your  speeches  and  messages  to  the  Assembly, 
which  I  have  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but -have  not 
been  lately  able  to  be  with  the  Ministers,  I  believe  they  give  satis- 
faction, and  I  cannot  advise  you  to  recede  from  what  you  have 
insisted  upon,  unless  you  have  orders  sent  you  to  do  it,  as  I  have  to 
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the  last  time  I  saw  them,  all  the  reason  to  think  they  were  generally 
of  opinion  you  should  not.  By  what  you  write  in  your  last  Letter,  I 
hope  the  dangerous  situation  the  people  were  in  will  force  the 
Assembly  to  a  Bill  for  appropriating  so  much  of  the  money  to  the 
king's  uee,  as  to  make  it  not  worth  while  to  refuse  it  for  th^  eake  of 
the  remainder,  which  I  would  not  do  for  a  few  thousand  pounds  at 
this  juncture,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  abroad  I  shal  be  able  to  give  yoa 
a  better  account  of  what  is  said  upon  the  intended  application  to  the 
king ;  but  have  only  seen  my  Lord  President  and  S'  Thomas  Ro- 
binson since  I  was  confined,  if  they  comply  with  the  sinking  in  five 
years,  we  are  sensible  there  is  no  occasion  to  say  any  thing  of  our 
instruction. 

I  eannot  conceive  how  Mr.  Charles  procured  a  Goppy  of  our 
Instructions,  Mr.  Paris  assures  me  no  person  but  his  old  Cleik 
knew  of  them ;  that  he  might  know  the  substance  of  that,  for  appro- 
priating the  money  is  possible,  because  I  had  mentioned  it  in  con- 
versation to  my  Lord  Hallifax  in  particular,  and  ho  might  at  the 
board,  from  whence  Mr.  Charles  may  have  got  it.     I  have  fully 
considered  what  you  inform  me  our  Friends  propose  in  the  passing 
another  Bill  for  encrease  of  the  paper  currency,  and  can  not  think 
their  Scheme  propper  or  likely  to  succeed — in  the  first  place,  the 
Lords  of  Trade  themselves  do  not  think  Pennsylvania  accountable 
to  them  for  the  management  of  the  domestick  affairs  of  the  Country,  . 
and  have  reported  to  the  king,  at  my  instance,  that  he  has  only 
reserved  a  power  of  repealing  Laws  that  are  inconsistent  with  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  or  the  allegiance  of  the  Proprietor  and 
people,  and  therefore  I  cannot  desire  that  he  will  object  to  the 
manner  of  appropriating  the  publick  money,  which  is  wholly  left  to 
us,  and  our  assembly,  should  I  do  this,  how  can  I  object  afterwards 
to  any  other  regulations  a  Board  of  Trade  may  have  inclinations  to 
make,  however  contrary  to  the  powers  granted  to  us,  this  ought  to 
be  well  considered,  and  I  think  it  much  better  to  insert  an  appro- 
priating clause,  whenever  a  paper  money  Bill  is  offered,  &  make  a 
fair  tryal,  whether  the  desire  in  the  people  to  have  the  money,  will 
not  oblige  the  Members  of  Assembly  to  accept  it  on  those  Terms, 
as  ihe  people  will  see  we  cannot  possibly  touch  a  shilling  of  it  with- 
out the  consent  of  their  Kepresentatives ;  when  such  a  Bill  is  to  be 
eon»dered,  it  should  bo  known  that  you  are  willing  to  comply  with 
the  desire  of  the  people,  which  may,  coinciding  with  their  necessity, 
or  rather  convenience,  make  them  uneasy  to  be  disappointed  in  their 
expectation  by  the  Assembly;  as  to  the  king's  instructions  for  the 
suspending  clause  you  will  do  in  that  as  you  think  safe  for  yourself, 
most  certainly  the  complying  with  that  Instruction  must  be  agree- 
able to  those  that  contrived  it,  there  is  one  article  that  I  find  is 
objected  to  in  the  Jersey  Bill  now  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
is  the  making  the  money  a  lawfuU  Tender  in  all  payments,  this  I 
take  to  be  necessary,  when  it  is  intended  as  a  setled  currency,  and 
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All  ihnehn  make  nsB  of  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  carry  thai 
point 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  onr  Friends  let  fall  snch  things  as  yon  men- 
tion, as  consequences  attending  the  dispute  abont  the  appropriation 
^  the  money,  that  they  may  make  the  people  more  dilatory  in  pay« 
ing  some  of  onr  demands  is  probable,  bat  how  any  persons  can 
nieoeed  in  associating  to  refase  paying  rents,  that  are  so  clearly  due, 
they  mnst  be  cast  on  tryal,  is  to  me  not  at  all  probable,  besides  as 
joa  will  observe,  you  may  insert  the  clause  without  mentioning  any 
instruction  at  all,  on  the  propriety  of  the  thing,  and  the  obstinate 
refusal  of  the  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  publick  service,  indeed 
0ome  of  the  money  has  been  applyed  to  unnecessary  purposes. 

I  make  no  doubt  of  your  using  your  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent 
any  such  sdiemes  from  taking  place,  as  may  prevent  us  from  receiv- 
ing our  Kents,  and  on  the  contrary  will  assist  our  Receiver,  as  much 
S8  poBsiUe  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

With  regard  to  the^purchase,  and  intended  settlement  of  the  people 
of  Oonnectieut,  I  think  you  have  taken  the  most  propper  steps  to 

nent  their  design,  and  have  nothing  to  give  in  charge  on  that 
,  bat  hope  if  they  bhould  venture  you  will  bring  down  some  of 
th«ir  principal  people  to  Philadelphia,  to  answer  for  their  unjust 
intmsioii  on  our  rights.  We  desire  you  will  give  us  the  most  timely 
intelligence  how  they  act,  we  have  now  under  consideration  an  ap- 
plication to  the  king  to  desire  orders  to  prevent  a  settlement  'til  the 
Case  shal  be  heard. 

We  are  very  well  pleased  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Lower 
County  Assembly,  and  wish  you  had  given  an  account  of  it  to  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson,  I  have  mentioned  it  to  all  I  have  seen,  but  desire 
to  know  What  you  have  done  with  the  money,  that  I  may  shew 
them  the  service  that  it  has  been  of.  I  have  also  told  them  the 
number  of  Indians  you  have  supported,  but  they  very  justly  say  it 
is  a  trifle  to  what  ought  to  have  been  done,  and  must  make  people 
here  think  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonys  do  not  conceive  the  Set- 
tlements made  by  the  French  so  injurious  as  some  would  make  them 
believe  here. 

I  believe  you  judge  right  of  Mr.  Francis's  intentions,  and  find  by 
Mr.  Peters's  last  Letter  that' he  has  resigned- his  office  of  A.ttorney 
Generaly  upon  Peters's  telling  him  if  he  resigned  he  had  orders  not 
to  apply  to  him,  what  I  intended  by  that  was,  unless  he  would  take 
the  8alary  we  allow,  we  would  not  give  him  the  trouble  of  consult- 
ing on  our  affiiirs,  and  we  would  not  give  him  the  Salary  unless  he 
holds  the  office,  as  we  will  have  one  called  our  Attorney  General, 
who  should  do  all  the  publick  business.  If  Mr.  Francis  acts  a  bad 
part,  he  must  reduce  me  very  low  before  he  gets  any  place. 

I  am  concerned  to  find  OoUoners  Washington's  conduct  so  impru- 
dent, and  my  old  Friend  Captain  Clark  act  so  bad  a  part ;  the  Gom- 
pttj  was  sold  to  another,  while  he  was  in  Virginia,  in  purEumce  of 
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a  former  agreement;  so  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  serve  yoisr 
nephew,  which  you  may  be  sare  I  would  gladly  have  done. 

The  wretched  condition  of  the  Independent  Gompanys  of  New 
York  has  been  long  known  here,  and  I  am  sorry  no  remedy  is  ap 
plyed  to  it,  Captain  Hardy  who  I  am  told  is  a  man  of  Fortune  and 
resolution,  is  appointed  to  that  Government,  and  goes  over  as  soon 
as  possible,  I  am  told  he  is  not  to  have  one  of  them,  nor  any  interest 
to  incline  him  to  favour  the  officers  in  not  keeping  them  full,  the 
behaviour  of  the  officer  you  mention^is  so  scandalous;  that  I  admire 
the  present  Governor  suffers  it 

I  heartily  wish  measures  may  be  taken  to  strengthen  the  Fort  at 
Oswego,  to  which  place  as  you  will  observe  a  Company  might  and 
should  be  sent,  Mr.  Delanoey  says  much  about  it,  and  certainly  might 
have  obliged  the  Officers  to  recruit  the  Gompanys,  and  sent  a  con* 
siderable  number  to  that  place  to  intercept  the  Convoys.  The  Trade 
you  mention  with  the  French  ought  certainly  to  be  prohibited,  if 
we  are  to  continue  long  on  the  same  Terms  we  at  present  are. 

I  think  Mr.  Delancey  runs  a  great  risque  of  being  called  to  aecount 
for  making  a  Treaty  of  neutrality  for  the  Government  of  New  Tork 
only  with^the  Conawago  Indians;  and  I  have  so  represented  it,  but 
on  looking  over  the  extract  of  Mr.  Shirly's  Letter,  I  find  Mr.  De- 
lanoey denys  it^  and  shal  hope  to  have  an  account  from  you  how  this 
matter  stands. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  to  hear  your  account  from  Shippensburgh 
proved  a  false  alarm.  I  have  before  told  you  in  general  that  we 
approved  of  your  speeches  and  messages  to  the  Assembly,  we  think 
you  have  said  all  that  was  propper  and  necessary  to  engage  them  to 
do  their  duty,  I  think  you  judged  right  in  omitting  to  make  the 
appropriating  clause  a  part  of  the  amendment,  as  you  were  so 
strongly  advised  to  drop  it  on  this  occasion,  tho'  every  person  here 
was  prepared  for  it  considering  it  would  not  be  necessary  if  they 
would  appropriate  the  whole,  but  I  think  you  will  be  a  little  put  to 
it,  to  support  your  dropping  the  king's  instruction  about  the  sos- 
pendiog  clause,  which  is  continued  by  Sir  Dudly  Biders  opinion, 
and  observing  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  five  years  passed  only  for 
the  Governments  of  New  England,  and  I  have  been  told  that  if  an 
Act  is  passed  with  a  suspending  clause  the  king  will  be  sure  of  the 
money,  by  which  I  find  some  of  opinion  it  should  bo  complyed  with. 
This  I  hint  to  you  on  your  own  account,  and  now  expect  the  repre- 
sentation from  the  Assembly,  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  see,  as  it  will 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  shewing  their  conduct,  and  that  there  is 
a  real  disagreement  between  you,  tho'  some  very  wise  people  have 
thought  it  possible  this  difference  may  be  concerted  to  save  the 
money,  I  do  not  think  this  is  believed  by  any  persons  of  consequenoe, 
but  was  willing  to  hint  it  to  you,  the  clause  you  added  in  your 
messages  to  the  Assembly  was  very  propper. 

Your  message  of  the  17  th  of  December  was  not  sent,  the  rest  I 
had  coppyed  and  sent  immediately  with  your  Letter  to  Sir  Thomas 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


FENNSTLYAMIA  AB0HI7E8  175S.  257 

Sobiii8oa»  the  ezamination  of  the  Deserter  enekwed  in  joxxr  last  with 
the  Letter  and  printed  Messages  I  sent  the  moment  I  received  it, 
the  examination  is  I  think  ^ffieuU  to  bo  credited,  the  number  of 
men  mnoh  too  great  for  the  number  of  Ships,  and  to  be  drafted  out 
of  the  Grenadiers  only,  besides  the  coming  with  ezaotlj  the  same 
nomber  to  the  Qhio  seems  improbable,  for  if  so  large  a  body  had 
been  sent  from  Franoe,  I  think  some  wonid  have  b^  lefb  to  rein- 
force  their  Settlement  in  Nova  Scotia,  however,  I  delivered  the 
paper  joa  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  will  make  the  propper 
use  of  it. 

We  are  very  diligent  In  getting  a  Fleet  ready  of  large  Ships,  and 
have  made  a  promotion  of  four  Admirals,  so  that  we  shal  be  ready 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French,  who  it  is  said  have  thirty  Men 
of  War  at  Brest,  but  they  are  very  earefull  not  to  let  any  strangers 
eovae  into  the  Town,  so  that  we  do  not  know  what  they  are  doing 
with  any  exactness. 

I  hear  the  people  of  New  England  and  Connecticttt,  are  preparing 
for  some  expedition  which  I  suppose  must  be  Grown  point,  that  Mr. 
Shirley  and  S'  Wm.  Pepperel  will  very  soon  compleat  their  Regi- 
ments. I  desire  you  will  inform  me  whether  the  officers  have  raised 
any  men  in  Pennsylvania,  and  if  you  send  any  from  the  Lower 
Gountys  tho'  indeed  they  must  be  very  few,  the  sending  men  would 
be  the  most  acceptable  service. 

We  are  very  well  pleased  with  your  having  communicated  to  the 
Assembly  our  Lastruction  relating  to  the  defence  of  the  Province, 
and  the  manner  in  which  you  did  it.  t  think  it  was  our  duty  to  do 
it  at  this  juncture,  and  as  they  wanted  to  know  our  Instructions,  a 
very  propper  one  to  begin  with,  I  am  very  easy  about  any  determi- 
nation that  will  be  made  here  on  that  point,  no  one  making  any 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  our  giving  them  to  our  Governors,  but 
they  may  possibly  ^ve  you  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  for  these  people 
go  further  than  !uavid  Lloyd,  who  represented  against  an  Instruction 
which  made  the  Council  a  party  in  the  passing  of  Laws,  because  of 
the  matter  contained  in  it. 

I  had  some  of  the  pamphlets  sent  me  this  day,  and  think  with 
regard  to  the  Quakers  and  Assembly  what  is  said  is  propper  enough, 
but  I  think  a  representation  to  the  king,  or  some  of  these  printed 
to  give  away  to  leading  men  would  have  been  better,  than  to  pub- 
lish them  to  the  world,  and  cannot  have  any  good  effect;  the  appeal- 
ing to  a  Parliament  is  no  compliment  to  an  administration^  and 
even  therefore  when  they  agree  so  well  as  at  "this  time,  will  not  be 
found  a  proper  manner  of  applying  'to  get  the  basiness  done,  how- 
ever they  will  soon  find  whether  it  will  answer  their  purpose.  I  have 
now  again  mentioned  the  impossibility  of  getting  any  thing  done 
for  the  defence  of  the  Country,  while  people  are  allowed  to  sit  in  the 
tlouse  that  scruple  to  bear  arms,  but  there  is  very  little  said  to  it, 
from  whence  I  judge  it  will  be  difficult  to  bring  about  a  change, 
bot  if  such  a  thing  was  proposed  in  a  representation  from  People  of 
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tbe  Country,  some  answer  would  be  given  to  it.  I  think  the  lan- 
guage of  the  pamphlet  too  violent,  however,  I  shall  hear  what  others 
say  of  any  consequence,  and  then  write  you  further. 

I  told  you  the  person  mentioned  above  had  seen  your  last  Letter 
to  me,  when  you  say  the  Assembly,  or  some  of  the  members,  say 
they  had  rather  the  French  should  conquer  them  than  that  they 
should  give  up  their  priviledges  to  their  proprietors ;  after  which 
telling  him  the  Assembly  intended  to  represent  against  you  to  the 
king,  he  asked  me  whether  to  the  King  of  England,  or  the  King  of 
France.  I  find  he  took  much  notice  of  the  expression,  as  indeed  he 
well  migl^t,  he  took  a  coppy  of  the  latter  part  of  your  Letter,  pro- 
bably on  account  of-your  proposal  for  guarding  the  mountains,  which 
is  a  matter  of  great  importance. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  soon  from  you  that  your  Assembly  is  ad- 
journed or  have  shortned  the  time  of  the  Bill ;  your  letter  by  way 
of  Ireland  is  not  arrived,  nor  that  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson.  I 
return  you  Lady  Julianas  and  my  thanks  for  your  congratulations 
on  the  birth  of  my  son,  and  remain 
Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

London,  February  26,  1755. 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  intended  present  to  my  Green- 
house. 

Indorsed. — Mr.  Penn. 


Gen.  Braddock  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir:  ^ 

As  the  Pacquet  to  Governor  Shirley,  which  accompanies  this,  ia 
of  the  utmost  Importance  to  His  Majestys  Service,  which,  as  well 
%s  the  Welfare  of  the  Colonies,  may  be  greatly  affected  by  the  Delay 
of  it.  I  beg  of  you  to  forward  it  with  all  imaginable  Expedition^ 
by  a  fresh  Express,  to  Governor  Shirley,  and  to  use  the  same  Dis- 
patch in  forwarding  his  answer  upon  the  Return  of  the  Express  to 
me. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  Humble  & 

most  obed*  Servant, 

E.  BRADDOCK. 
Williamsburg,  Yeh^  28, 1755. 

Gov  Morris. 
I  beg  you  would  not  keep  the  Express  above  an  Hour. 
Indorsed. 

Gen.  Braddock's  Letter,  28  Feb^,  1755. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  806. 
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Conrad  Wbiser  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Uonoared  Sir : 

I  must  Inform  you  that. I  have  ben  visited  this  winter  by  a  good 
Domber  of  Indians,  Chiefly  of  those  that  Came  a  way  last  year 
from  Ohio,  because  of  the  invasion  of  the  French,  whom  they  hate 
and  will  not  live  in  their  neighborhood }  the  first  Company  that 
Came  Consisted  in  19  Persons,  all  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  one 
Jonathan  Cay ienquily-quoah,  at  their  head,  they  arrived  on  the  27  & 
28  of  January  last;  t^e  Second  Company  that  Came  Consisted 
Chiefly  in  Shawanos,  12  nnmber,  arrived  on  the  20^''  of  this  same 
month,  and  went  off  all  together  on  the  26  and  27  of  this  Instant ; 
they  jointly  Intent  to  make  a  town  next  Spring  on  West"  Branch 
of  Snsquehana,  Comonly  Called  Otsinackson,  at  a  place  Called  Ot- 
stuagy  or  French  town,  about  40  miles  above  Shamockin,  and  they 
gave  me  the  inclosed  Strong  of  Wampum,  to  send  it  to  Philadel- 
phia, with  a  Short  Speech  to  the  following  purport :  '<  Brother,  the 
*<  Governor  of  Pensilvania :  We,  your  Brethren,  have  ben  obliged 
''  to  Come  away  from  Ohio,  because  we  would  not  live  so  nigh  the 
"  French,  but  rather  nigh  our  Brethren,  the  English,  in  this  Criti- 
''cal  times,  but  we  deprived  ourselves  by  that  means  of  a  good 
'^  hunting  ground  and  our  little  Cornfields.  We  intent  to  Build  a 
"  town  at  Otstuagy,  on  Otsinackson  River,  and  pray  that  you  will 
^  be  so  good,  Considering  our  poverty,  as  to  send  some  of  your  In- 
^'dostrious  people  up  next  Spring  to  fence  in  a  Smal  piece  of 
"  ground  for  a  Cornfie^  for  us,  and  we  will  thankfully  acknowledge 
" your  favours.  Jonathan  Cayienquilyquoah,  the  Speaker,  gave  a 
*'  Streng  of  Wampum/'  I  received  the  Strong  of  Wampum,  and 
promised  to  send  it  to  the  Governor  of  Pensilvania  by  the  first  eafe 
opportunity,  and  transmit  his  answer  to  them  according  to  direction. 
Before  these  Indians  left  me  they  made  me  a  present  of  some 
Skines,  to  the  value  of  about  four  pounds  ten  shillings,  as  a  satifac- 
tion  for  the  Expence  &  trouble  I  have  ben  at  during  their  stay.  I 
received-  it  and  thanked  them,  but  I  miust  bring  in  an  account  against 
the  province  next  August,  and  hope  your  Honour,  after  perusing  it, 
will  recomend  it  to- the  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  better 
Satisfaction. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  Informing  your  Honour,  that  when 
Tachnechdorus,  the  Chief  of  Shamockin,  of  the  Cayiuker  nation, 
was  down  here  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  he  told  me  that  the 
Indians  about  Shomokin  &  Otsinakson,  had  ben  Informed  that  a  Lot 
of  people  from  New  England  had  formed  themselves  into  a  Body  to 
Setle  the  lands  on  Susquehana,  and  Especially  Seahautowano,  (Wyo- 
ming) and  that  against  the  advice  of  their  Superiors,  and  asked  me 
whether  it  was  true  what  they  had  heard.  I  told  him  it  was  true 
as  to  their  Intentions,  (to  Setle  that  land)  but  whether  with  or  with- 
out tlie  advise  of  their  Sopperiors  I  Could  not  tell,  but  that  I  was 
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persuaded  by  some  letters  I  saw  last  fall  in  Philadelphia,  It  was 
against  the  advise  of  the  Supperiors  of  that  Country.  The  said 
Chief  then  desired  to  make  it  known,  ''  that  whosoever  of  the  white 
"  should  venture  to  Setle  any  land  on  Wyomock  or  thereabout,  be- 
**  longing  hitherto  to  the  Indians,  will  have  his  Creatures  killed,  first, 
^  and  then  If  they  did  not  desist  they  them  self  would  be  Killed, 
'<  without  distinction,  let  the  Consequence  be  what  it  would.''  I 
found  he  had  Intelligence  fram  the  Indians  up  the  river,  that  some 
of  the  New  England  people  had  ben  thero  Spying  the  lands.  I 
found  this  a  difficult  matter,  and  was  no  ways  inclined  to  make  it 
known  to  keep  off  th>uble  from  myself,  but  the  last  visitors  Insinua- 
ted the  same  thing,  so  I  resolved  to  acquaint  your  Honour  with  it 
who  is  best  able  to  judge,  what  must  be  done  to  prevent  Bloodshot 
amon^  us  by  the  Indians,  who  would  certainly,  (If  they  should  do 
such  a  thing,  as  I  fear  that  they  will)  out  of  a  guilty  Conscience, 
Submit  themselves  to  the  protection  of  the  French,  the  Consequence 
of  that  would  be  very  diagreeable  to  the  English  in  General  in  this 
and  ueighbouring  Colony.  I  have  nothing  else  to  trouble  your 
Honour  with  at  present,  but  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  subscribe 
me  self, 

Honoured  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  &  humble  Servant^ 

Heidleberg,  in  the  County  of  Bercks; 
•March  the  first,  1755. 

Indorsed, 

Conrad  Weiser,  March  1»',  1755. 
To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
Pensilvania,  &  liv  in  Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Boston,  March  3',  1755. 
Sir: 

M^  Quincy,  whom  with  M'.  Pownall,  I  have  appointed  a  Commis- 
sioner on  behalf  of  this  Govemm*,  upon  the  present  occasion,  w**  I 
have  explained  to  you  in  my  I^etter  by  the  last  Pos^  will  have  the 
bonour  to  wait  upon  you  with  this. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  any  Civilities  you  shall  be  pleas'd 
to  shew  him,  and  your  advice  to  him  for  the  succcssfuU  discharge  of 
his  Commission. 

I  refer  your  Honour  to  him  for  a  particular  ace*  of  all  the  affairs 

*  Autograph  cat  out. 
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-in  motion  here,  and  detain  the  Post,  whilst  I  sabscribe  my  self  with 
the  Gieatest  Truth  and  Esteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  and 

faithful  Humble  Serv^ 

„        ^  ,  W.  SHIRLEY. 

Hon*>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 
Gov  Shirley.    March  3%  ]  745. 


.Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Belohbr,  1755. 

Philad",  March  4th,  1765. 

Sir:  ' 

Yesterday's  Post  from  Maryland  brought  me  a  letter  from  Cap* 
Rutherford,  of  the  26th  of  FeVy,  with  the  agreeable  news  of  Gen* 
Braddock's  arrival  in  Virginia^  an  Express  from  the  Gen»  overtook 
S'  John  S*  Clajf  at  Fredericksburgh  on  his  way  to  the  Camp,  upon 
which  he  wrote  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  and  immediately  returned  to  Wil- 
liamsburgh.  I  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  this  good  news, 
which  I  could  not  let  this  post  go  without  Informing  you  of. 

I  hope  your  Assembly  will,  upon  this  occasion,  behave  as  becomes 
the  true  friends  of  this  Country,  and  set  a  Good  Example  to  their 
Western  Neighbours,  who  I  have  summoned  to  meet  on  the  17th  In- 
stant 

I  beg  my  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Belcher,  and  am 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obed^  &  most 

Humble  Serv*. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Delanc^y,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  by  the  post,  with  the  Act  to  restrain 
the  sending  provisions  to  Cape  Breton,  and  have  a  letter  from  Gov 
Shirley  with  an  act  of  the  same  kind,  pass'd  in  his  province.  I 
most  think  with  you,  that  this  is  a  very  proper  measure,  and  wish  it 
^  been  taken  much  sooner,  for  I  am  told  there  were,  last  summer, 
1^0  less  than  forty  English  vessels  at  one  time  in  the  harbour  of 
Loaisburg,  that  had  Carry'd  provisions  there.  The  great  supply,  I 
am  afraid,  will  last  them  all  the  next  summer,  and  enable  them  to 
ntentain  an  Army  on  the  back  of  us,  which  they  could  not  otherwise 
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have  done.  I  shall  do  my  ntmost  endeavour  to  haye  a  law  passed 
to  prevent  that  supply  for  the  future,  and  for  that  and  other  par- 
poses  have  oall'd  the  Assembly  to  meet  on  the  17th  instant,  when  I 
shall  recomend  this  measure  to  them,  and  hope  they  will  have  so 
much  regard  for  the  safety  of  the  Colonys  as  to  come  into  it  imme- 
diately, and  follow  the  Example  set  by  the  Assembly  of  your  pro- 
vince, and  grant  the  necessary  supplys. 

By  letter  from  Maryland,  of  the  2611^  of  Feb^,  I  am  informed  of 
the  arrival  of  Gren*  Braddock  in  Virginia.  S'  John  S^  Ckir  was  at 
Fredericksburgh,  in  his  way  to  the  Camp,  when  an  express  irom 
General  Braddock  overtook  him,  upon  which  he  wrote  to  Gov.  Sbarpe 
&  immediately  returned  to  Williamsburgh;  there  are  no  particulars 
in  S'  John's  Letter  as  to  the  arrival  of  the  train  or  forces,  but  Gov. 
Sharpe  thinks  they  are  both  arrived,  from  his  manner  of  writing  of 
the  disposal  of  the  forces  in  quarters.  I  heartily  congratulate  yoa 
on  this  event,  which  I  look  upon  as  the  fore  runner  of  a  War,  the 
seat  of  which  will  be  chiefly  in  America. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  Honour  to  write  you  in  a  day  or  two  upon  a 
Subject  in  which  this  Province  is  Principally  ooncern'd,  and  in  the 
mean  time  beg  Leave  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  kind  Indul- 
gence to  my  Nephew,  who  has  by  that  means  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
obtain  a  Company  in  Gov'  Shirley's  regiment,  which  b^  may  Possibly 
in  the  Course  of  this  Expedition,  have  an  opportunity  of  Changing 
for  one  in  an  older  Corps. 

I  am,  S'',  &c.  . 

Philad*,  March  4th,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Shirley,  1755. 

Philad*,  March  4lh,  1755. 
Dear  Sir ; 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  return  your  Excellency  my  hearty  thanks 
for  prom*otiDg  my  nephew  to  a  Company  in  your  regiment,  in  the 
Gentele  manner  in  w^**  you  have  done  it,  which  I  do  assure  you  lays 
me  under  a  lasting  obligation,  and  I  hope  his  conduct  will  be  such 
as  to  merit  the  continuance  of  that  good  opinion  you  are  pleased  to 
Honour  him  with ;  I  had  indeed  such  a  dependance  upon  your  friend- 
ship, that  I  expected  you  would  have  served  him  with  S'  William, 
but  did  not  entertain  hopes  of  your  taking  him  into  your  own  regi- 
ment, which  is  a  situation  I  am  much  more  pleased  he.  should  be  in, 
as  he  will  thereby  have  an  opportunity  by  a  good  conduct  of  re* 
comending  himself  to  your  countenance  &  future  favour.  He  is  now 
at  New  York,  where  I  expect,  by  the  help  of  his  friends,  he  has 
already  got  nigh  thirty  men;  I  have  sent  for  him  here,  and  shall 
direct  him  into  the  county  and  towns,  ^here  he  will  soon  get  a  num* 
ber  of  men,  as  all  the  officers  of  this  government  shall  assist  him. 
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sBd  I  make  no  doabt  of  his  baveiog  enongh  in  three  weeks  or  a  monthy 
after  his  arrivel  here,  to  complete  your  regiment,  tho'  it  should  re*  *" 
quire  a  greater  number  than  jon  mention^ ;  but  as  you  will  have 
adviee  by  every  post,  either  from  him,  your  son,  or  me,  of  their  pro« 
gress,  you  can  at  any  time  give  them  orders  to  stop. 

I  understood  from  OoU''  Mercer  that  part  of  S'  William's  regiment 
was  to  be  quartered  here ;  if  so,  would  it  not  save  ezpence  and  trouble 
both  to  you  &  him  to  change  some  men,  that  is,  for  you  to  give  him 
so  many  men  here  or  at  New  York,  for  an  equal  number  at  Boston. 
Jack  writes  yon  by  this  post,  and  in  a  day  or  two  his  third  imbarca* 
tion,  consisting  of  fifly-four  men,  will  sail  from  hence,  which  makes 
nigh  two  hundred  from  this  place ,  and  if  he  continues  in  this  city, 
while  Staats  is  recruiting  in  the  Oountys,  it  will  greatly  forward  the 
service — and  here  give  me  leave  to  do  my  friend  Jack  a  piece  of  Jus* 
tioe  by  saying,  that  no  officer  ever  managed  with  more  prudence  or 
good  sence  than  he  has  done  upon  this  service ;  he  has  kept  his  men 
in  Great  order,  avoiding  all  disputes  with  the  people,  quakers,  Ma« 
gistrates,  and  others;  has  diligently  attended  to  the  king's  business, 
and  in  the  course  of  it  has  gained  the  Love  and  esteem  of  every  man 
of  consequence  in  this  place,  who  all  endeavoured  to  serve  him. 

The  little  assistance  he  has  had  from  me  it  was  a  pleasure  to 
afford,  and  my  friendship  for  you  and  him  entitled  him  to  much 
more.  I  mean  to  give  the  two  Cap^*  of  your  appointm*  the  merit  of 
raising  a  great  number  of  men,  &  shall  therefore  spare  no  pains  in 
this  affair,  which  will  not  only  reflect  Honour  on  you  for  the  choice, 
but  may  be  usefull  to  them ;  it  may  not  therefore  be  amiss  to  settle 
matters  w*^  S'  Will"*  as  to  the  rate  p'  man  for  such  as  Staats  &  Jack 
may  raise  more  than  you  want. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Maryland,  informing  me  of  Gen>  Braddock's 
Arrival  inW^irginia.  8'  John  S*  Clair  was  at  Fredericksburgh,  in 
his  way  to  the  Camp,  when  an  express  from  the  Gen>  overtook  him, 
upon  which  he  wrote  to  Gt)v.  Sharpe,  informing  him  of  the  Gen^ 
arrival,  and  immediately  returned  to  Williamsburgh,  and  I  have  it 
from  Gap*  Rutherford,  who  was  then  at  Annapolis  with  Gov.  Sharpe. 
I  heartily  Congratulate  you  on  this  event,  which  I  think  must  bring 
matters  to  a  short  Issue  between  the  two  Crowns,  and  in  my  opinion 
it  will  end  in  a  war,  the  seat  of  which  must  ba.  chiefly  in  America. 

I  have  yours,  with  the  act  to  prevent  the  supplying  the  French 
with  Provisions,  and  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  one  of  the  like  nature 
here,  but  our  people  are  of  such  a  temper,  that  little  good  is  to  be 
expected  from  them.  Hon^ever,  I  have  called  them  to  meet  on  the 
1 7  th  Instant,  &  shall  endeavour  to  rouse  them  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty  &  danger. 

I  hope  soon  to  hear  from  you  as  to  your  plan  of  operations  for  the 
insuing  season,  and  you  may  assure  yourself  that  whatever  assistance 
a  governor  can  afford,  who  has  no  money  at  his  disposall  and  an 
unreasonable  Assembly  to  deal  with,  that  will  neither  defend  them- 
fielves  n<Mr  asast- their  neighbours;  shall  not  be  wanted  to  further 
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yonr  Bohemes,  which  I  nm  sure  are  not  only  well  laid,  bafc  are  cal- 
cahited  to  promote  the^Hononr  &  interest  of  the  nation,  and  the  par- 
ticular benefit  of  these  Ooontrys.  I  beg  my  Compliments  to  Miss 
Shirley,  and  am. 

I>  Sir. 

P.  S. — Inclosed  you  have  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  CoBr 
mons  relating  to  the  Ezpence  of  Gen^  Braddook's  Expedition. 

Indorsed. — Dft.  to  Gov'  Shirley. 
Answer  to  No.  4. 


Gov.  Db  Lancet  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  4«'  of  March,  1755. 
Sir : 

I  some  time  ago  gave  orders  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at 
Albany,  &  to  the  Magistrates  of  that  city,  in  case  any  French  Men 
came  thither,  to  put  them  under  a  civil  confinement,  to  take  their 
examinations  &  transmit  them  to  me,  accordingly  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  Albany,  acquainting  me  that  they 
had  confined  a  French  man,  who  says  he  left  Montreal  the  14  Jan- 
nary,  having  killed  a  man  in  duel :  he  gives  an  account  that  in 
August  last  three  men  of  war  arrived  at  Quebec,  two  80  guns  &  one 
of  50  or  60 ;  that  one  of  the  former  was  lost  in  the  harbour,  &  the 
other  in  going  down  the  Biver  S^  Lawrence;  that  these  ships 
brought  over  about  1000  regular  troops,  part  of  which  went  up  to 
Montreal,  &  the  rest  remained  at  Quebec;  that  the  Governor  of 
Montreal  is  dead,  &  the  General  was  daily  expected  when  he  left  it; 
that  all  the  Canadians  who  had  been  at  the  Ohio  last  summer  re- 
turned in  the  fall  to  Montreal,  except  the  regular  troops  lefl  in  Gar- 
rison. Their  number,  he  says,  he  Knows  not;  that  in  the  Spring 
there  were  800  Men  going  to  the  Ohio;  that  the  people  of  Canada 
are  afraid  they  shall  be  driven  Hence.  This  Man  came  from  France 
last  July,  is  a  native  of  Bourdeaux,  and  pretends  to  be  related 
to  a  great  Minister  of  France ;  his  Name  has  not  been  sent  to  me. 
I  shall  order  him  hither,  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  and  if  he 
adds  any  thing  material  to  this  account,  I  will  send  it. 
I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY, 
Gov.  Morris. 
Indorsed, 
March  4, 1755.    Qov'r  Dolancy.    Reo'd  Mar.  7*^ 
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Dbposition^Wm.  Morkis,  ko.y  1766. 

The  Depositions  of  William  Morris  and  William  Green,  both  of 
Kent  County,  on  Delaware,  being  Sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  Deposeth  &  Saiih  that  on  the  fifth  Day  of  this  In- 
Bient  these  Deponents  were  at  the  Honse  of  James  Anderson,  and 
that  a  Certain  Anderton  Brown,  nnder  Sheriff  to  Daniel  Sullivant, 
high  Sheriff  of  Dorset  CoHy,  in  the  ^Province  of  Maryland^  Came 
to  the  House  of  the  afs*  James  Anderson  in  Company  with  a  Cer- 
tain Edwairl  White^  who,  both  in  a  violent  maimer  Seized  the  afs* 
An|§rBon  and  threatened  to  tye  him,  and  made  use  of  their  endeav- 
oars  to  do  it,  but  that  these  Deponents  Interferred  and  resqued  the 
a£5^  Anderson  out  of  the  hands  of  the  afs^  under  Sheriff,  and  his  as- 
sistant, Edward  White;  That  the  said  White  Drew  out  along  Cat- 
tie  Knife  and  said  that  if  any  Son^of  a  Bitoh  there  (as  these  Depo- 
nents apprehended  to  be  intended  for  them)  dared  to  lay  hands  on 
him,  that  he  would  give  them  that,  (the  Knife  meaning);  But  that 
these  Deponents,  likewise  using  Violence,  did  Besque  the  afs''  An* 
dersoa  from  the  afs*  under  Sheriff  and  his  assistant,  Edward  White ; 
That  William  Morris,  one  of  these  Deponents,  at  the  time  the  afs* 
under  Sheriff  and  Wlite  were  indealvouring  to  tye  Anderson,  he 
told  him,  the  said  under  Sheriff  that  he  had  better  desist  notill  he 
saw  a  letter,  then  in  the  House  of  said  Andekson,  from  Samuel 
Johns  to  Daniel  SuUivant,  high  Sheriff  of  Dorsett  Co'ty,  in  the 
Provinoe  of  Maryland,  and  on  reading  the  said  Letter  in  the  House 
of  the  said  Anderson  they  forbore  making  use  of  any  further  Vio- 
lenoe,  but  went  away  making  use  of  Threatenii&g  Language  to  oome 
again  to  take  away  by  foxee  the  a&^  Anderson ;  Ana  these  Depo- 
nents furtl^  Satth,  that  to  ikeh  knowledge,  the  Land  whereon  the 
afii*  Anderson,  now  lives  and  where  he  hath  lived  for  about  three 
yean^past,  was  surveyed  by  Willhim  Kellor,  Deputy  Surveyor  of  Kent 
Co'ty,  on  Delaware,  and  that  the  said  Land  was  allways  held  and. 
deemed  to  be  within  the  Limits  of  the  County  afs*;  And  further 
these  Deponents  Saith  not. 

WILLIAM  MORKIS, 
WILLIAM  GREEN. 

Taken  in  Kent  County,  en  Delaware,  the  fifteenth  day  of  Mareb, 
1755,  and  Sworn  to  by  the  within  mentianed  Deponents,  before  me^ 
the  Subscriber,  one  of  his  Majesties  Justice  of  said  County. 

SAMUEL  JOHNS. 

Indoned. 
15  Mareh,  1755.  The  Depositions  of  Wm.  Morris  &  Wm.  Green. 

Sent  up  by  Justice  Johns,  in  support  of  James  Anderson's  Com- 
plaintj  set  forth  in  Letter  to  Gov  Sharpe,  w^^  was  delivered  to  him 
at  New  York,  &  he  promised  to  make  the  proper  Eaamination  ft 
give  Belief. 

Vol.  II.— 12 
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Marck  15, 1755. 

The  Deposition  of  James  Anderson  of  Kent  Co'ty,  on  Delaware, 
aged  Thirtj  Six  years  or  thereabouts  being  Sworn  on  the  Holy  Etsd* 
gelist  of  Almighty  Ood  deposeth  and  Saith,  that  on  the  Nineteenth 
day  of  February,  last  past;  he,  this  deponent  being  at  Work,  a  Cer- 
tain Anderton  Brown^  an  under  Sheriff  to  a  GerUin  Daniel  SuUi- 
yant,  High  Sherriff  of  Dorset  County  in  the  Proyinoe  of  Maryland, 
C^me  to  this  Deponents  and  made  a  demand  of  a  Levy  from  him, 
to  which  this  Deponent  answerd  that  he  was  Surprised  at  it,  alin- 
ing that  his  Land  was  taken  up  by  Virtue  of  Warrant  firom  the 
Land  office  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  same  Surre/d  and  a  return 
made  of  the  Same,  and  that  this  Depcment  farther  added,  that  he 
had  lived  on  the  said  Land  Three  years  and  that  he  had  paid  Two 
Levies  to  Thomas  Clark;  Esq',  Collector  of  Huspelion  Hundred  in 
Kent  County,  afs^.  Notwithstanding  which  this  Deponent  saith  that 
the  afs*  under  Sheriff,  paying  no  regard  to  what  he  said,  but  with 
Violence  seized,  and  attempted  to  tye  this  Deponent  and  threaten'd 
to  Carry  him  to  Goal,  But  that  this  Deponent  made  his  escape  and 
went  immediately  to  Samuel  Johns  to  make  his  Complaint,  who  wrote 
a  Letter  to  the  afs*  high  Sheriff;  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  Vio- 
lent usage ;  but  that  this  deponent  neglected  to  send  the  said  Letter 
to  the  Afs*  high  Sheriff '  untUl  the  afs*  under  Sheriff  came  again  to 
his  House,  and  in  a  Vioknt  manner  Seia'd  him  and  Swore  that  he 
would  tye  him|  and  also  drew  along  Outtoe  Knife  and  made  use  of 
many  threats.  But  by  the  assistance  of  some  of  this  Deponent's 
Neighbours  who  iiappened  to  be  at  his  House,  at  the  last  time  of  the 
afs*  under  8heri&  being  their,  who  resquei'd  him  out  <%the  hands 
of  the  afs'  under  Sheriff,  and  one  Edward  White  who  was  an  assist- 
ant to  the  under  Sheriff  as  afs*^;  and  further  this  Deponent  Saith 
not. 

his 
JAMES  M   ANDERSON, 
mark. 

Taken  in  Kent  County  on  Delaware,  the  fifteenth  day  of  March, 
1755,  and  sworn  to  by  the  above  Deponent,  before  me  the  Sab- 
Bcriber,  one  of  his  Majestie's  Justices  of  the  said  County. 

Samubl  Johns. 

Indorsed. 
Sent  up  by  Justice  Johns. 
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Fort  ComberUnd/  March  je  7th^  .17^$* 
Honoured  Sir^ 

I  wailed. on  Mr.  Jamea  Wright  and  Juhn  Smith  on  my  waj  here* 
They  both  ei^pressed  the  Qreatest  desire  of  Complying  with  the  In- 
stnictioDS  sent  tbem  by  the  Honourable  Isaac  Norris,  and  the  other 
Commissioners  in  Philadelphia-  I  could  i^ot  wait  on  Mr*  Armstrongs 
without  great  loss  of  timoi  which  occationed  me  to  write  t^  him 
only. 

X  dont  doubt  but  your  Honour  has  had  the  agreesible  news  of  the 
arrival  of  the  English  Forces^  which  will  make  the  Greatest  dispatch 
necessary  in  the  Gentlemen  who  are  to  purchase  the  Wheat.  Just 
now  a  Party  men,^commanded  by  Mr.  Soumain  Brought  Joseph  Nek 
son  to  the  Camp  with  two  other  men,  &  one  Woman,  who  the  Men 
bad  by  force,  taken  from  her  Father's  House,  one  man  of  Capt. 
Katherford's  was  shot  through  the  arm.     I  am 

your  Honours 

Most  Humble  Servant 

in  Hast, 
THOMAS  WALKER. 
Dirtded. 

To  the  Hon'b^*'  Bobeit  Hunter  Morrill^  Governor  of  PensilvAnvi- 
Indonedf 
Thomas  Walker  to  the  Goyernor,  7  March,  1755. 


G|pr'&.  MoBRis  TO  Gov'iu  Db  Lancet,  1755. 

ffir,  ^ 

I  this  minute  "received  by  express  from  Gen^  Braddock,  the  seve« 
n)  packets  herewith,  and  forward  them  to  you  by  a  fresh  Messenger 
a^i^eable  to  his  request,  and  you  will  please  send  on  those  for  the 
Kii^tR^l  governments  in  the  same  manner. 

I  had  by  the  post,  the  favour  of  yours  of  ye  4th  Instant,  con- 
oeming  the  French  man  taken  at  Albany,  who  notwithstanding  aoy 
thing  he  says  may  be  a  spy,  you  therefore  Judged  very  right  in  order- 
ing him  to  New  York,  where  he  will  be  much  more  secure,  &  from 
whence  he  may  be  prevented  from  sending  any  intelligence. 

lam, 

Sr, 

Tour  most  obed*, 

March  9th,  1755. 
Indorsed. 

Bft  ta  Gov.  Delancey,  with  Gen'.  Braddock's  packets  to  the 
I^orthem  governments.    Marjeh.  9, 1755. 
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Gov.  Morris  9o  Oov.  Shirlbt,  1755.    • 

Dear  Sir, 

I  havft  only  time  by  this  express  which  I  send  to  New  York  with 
the  publio  letters  for  yourself  and  the  other  Goyemors,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  yours  of  ye  24  ult*",^  which  I  shall  more  fully 
consider  than  I  have  yet  Had  time  to  do.  I  have  appointed  our 
Assembly  to  meet  on  the  17th  Instant  and  heartily  wish  they  may 
be  80  much  altered,  as  to  have  the  good  of  their  Country  at  heart, 
and  that  they  may  come  cheerfully  into  what  you  propose,  but.tho' 
1  shall  spare  no  pains  to  influence  them  to  do  so,  yet  can  I  not  form 
to  myself  any  hopes  of  success  from  men  that  seem  lost  to  all  senco 
of  duty  to  their  country.  However  as  there  is  no  Answering  for 
futurity,  we  must  wsdt  the  event. 

lam, 

DrSir, 

Philada,  March 

9th,  1755. 
Grov'.  Shirley. 
Indorsed, 

Jfh  to  Oov.  Shirley,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  plan. 

Answer  to  No.  6. 


Gov.  Dinwiddib  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765. 

Virg'a.  W^liamsburg,  Mar.  10%  1755. 

Sir:  "* 

Your  Favour  of  the  26*^  Ult°.,  I  received  Yesterday.     I  am  very 

glad  You  prevailed  with  Your  Committee  for  the  Flour  of  14,000 
ush*.  of  Wheat,  to  be  delivered  at  Conogacheek ;  this  is  a  very 
seasonable  supply,  as  that  Quanti!;y,  with  what  I  have  purchased,  I 
hope  will  answer  the  Bread  kind ;  &  I  hope  1  have  salt  Provisions . 
sufficient ;  but  must  entreat  You  to  direct  the  delivery  of  the  Flour 
with  all  imaginable  expedition ;  as  the  Transports  are  mostly 
arrived,  1  hope  the  General  will  take  the  Field  soon,  &  1  would 
gladly  hope,  that  no  Delay  should  be  on  Account  of  Provisions. 

I  hope  you  will  see  it  necessary  to  call  y*  Assembly  immediately, 
now  the  Forces  from  Britain  are  arrived,  to  endeavour  with  them, 
to  raise' a  considerable  Sum  of  Money ;  for  if  it  please  God  give  the 
General  Success  in  taking  the  Fort  on  the  Ohio,  it  will  be  neces* 
sary,  that  a  Garrison  of  250  Men  be  left  in  it,  (at  the  Charge  of  the 

^Referred  to,  Colon,  Ree.  Vol.  VI,  806. 
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different  Colofiies,)  not  to  prevent  his  further  Designs,  &  this  Charffet 
I  think,  shou'd  be  bore  by  the  Colonies,  otherwaj,  his  taking  the 
Fort,  &  leaving  it  without  a  Garison,  will  encourage  the  French 
next  jear  to  retake  it,  k  in  course,  keep  the  Colonies  in  continual 
War ;  whereas,  strengthen*,  ourselves  on  the  Ohio^  as  above,  I  am 
]Q  bopes^  Inay  ptevdnt  any  further  Attempts  from  the  French,  ft 
protect  our  Frontiers.  And  as  a  great  deal  of  Money  will  be  wanted 
for  that  ServicCi  I  have  called  our  Assembly  to  meet  the  first  of 
May;  in  hopes  to  prevail  with  them  for  a  further  supply,  for  100^000 
now,  will  be  of  more  service  than  a  Million  some  years  hence. 

The  General  goes  for  Alexandria  the  Beginning  of  next  Week,  ft 
expects  Gov.  Shirley  to  meet  him  at  Annapolis,  &  I  propose  to  wait 
upon  him  to  that  Place. 

I  remain, 

With  very  great  Sespect, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obed*  and 

h»"  ServS 
KOBi:.  DINWIDDIE. 


Got.  Bjslchbb  to  Qoy.  Mobkis,  1755* 

,Sir:  • 

I  thank  you  for  the  early-  Account,  (of  4^  Inst^)  of  the  Arrival 
of  General  Bradock ;  on  which  happy  Occasion,  I  heartily  join  my 
Joy  to  your  Honour's,  ft  I  doobt  not,  to  that  of  all  these  Provinces. 
Notwithataading,  I  latdy  calki  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  ft 
pressed  them  again  to  their  Duty  to  the  King,  in  making  a  proper 
Grant  of  .a  Sum  of  Money  towards  the  common  Defence  of  the 
King's  Cdonies  here,  yet  they  wou'd  do  nothing,  taking  for  their  £x- 
ttnple,  the  bad  one  given  them  by  your  Assembly,  ft  that  of  Maryland } 
&  yet  I  intend  they  shall  meet  me  again  the  middle  of  the  next 
Month,  altho'  I  have  bat  lean  Hopes  of  their  then  doing  better, 
unless  they  shou'd  have  an  Answer  by  that  time,  to  a  Certain  Peti* 
tioQ,  they  have  sent  the  King,  for  Leave  of  Paper  Currency. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient,  ft 

Most  humble  Serv*., 

J.  BELCHER. 
Bliz^aTown,  (N.  J.,) 

March  10,  1755. 
L.  Gov.  Morris. 
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Gov.  De  Lancey  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  11  March,  1755. 

Sir: 

Your  ezprees  brought  me  Oeoeral  Braddook's  dispfttobefl  for  Mr. 
Shirley  this  evening,  whieh  I  have  forwarded  to  him  by  a  diligent 
fellow,  I  have  not  detained  years  longer  than  to  write  the  few  ahoit 
letters  whieh  are  inolosed,  yon  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  by  aay 
opportunity  that  offers. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient^ 

&  most  humble    . 
Servant, 
JAMES  DB  LANCEY. 
Governor  Morris. 


Gov.  MoEEid  TO  Gov.  Dikwiddib,  1755. 

Phikdelphia,  12  Mar.,  1755. 

Sir: 

Yours  of  the  28  February,  was  deEvered  me  w**  Gkneral  Brad- 
docl^  Letters,  by  the  Express,  for  whieh,  I  am  much  obligd  to  you. 
That  part  of  it  relating  to  the  flower  was  fully  answerd  in  mine  to# 
yon,  by  S'  John  S^  Gleare  Express,  whiob  you  will  have  veeeivd 
before  this  eomes  to  hand.  Your  sentiments  respeoting  the  Assent* 
bly  of  this  Provinde  are  pert^  but  I  hope  General  Braddoek's  Lettev 
to  me,  w*^  I  shall  lay  before  them,  wil  make  &  Propev  Impression, 
and  iiidnce  them  to  alter  their  eenduet,  espeoially  as  it  is  io  well 
supported  by  one  from  Lord  Hali&x,  w**  came  by  y«  Oen*. 

I  sent  tia  Letters  to  the  Northern  Governm**  on,  by  a  fresh 
Express,  and  shall  forward  the  answeiBwith  all  possible  Expedition' 
as  soon  as  I  receive  them. 

I  detaind  your  Express,. that  he  might  carry  the  Goppys  of  several 
Letters  xeoeivd  from  Gov'  Shirley,  giving  an  Account  of  the  intended 
Expedition  oonoerted  by  the  Governments  of  New  England,  w^  wiU 
be  communicated  to  you  by  the  General,  and  to  them  I  refer  you, 
and  am,  with  Very  Great  Kespeot^ 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

Humble  Serv*, 

ROBT.  H.  MOBRIS. 
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Got.  Morris  to  Committeb  of  Assxhblt,  1755. 

To  the  Committee  of  Assembly  empowered  to  borrow  and  dispose  of 
Five  Thousand  Pounds,  &c. 

Gentlemen : 

Vive  Soldiers  belonffing  to  the  Virginia  RMnment,  eommanded 
by  General  Sharpe,  vTt. :  Robert  Sadderton,  Sryan  Deal,  Hugh 
C^mmell^  Francis  Story,  and  John  Cornice,  haying  deserted,  Orders 
were  given  by  the  proper  Offioers  to  William  Haggles,  Seijeant  in 
CapftP.  Robert  Stewart's  Company,  to  pursue^  apprehend,  and  bring 
them  safe  to  their  respective  Companys,  and  in  virtue  of  these 
Orders,  the  said  Fiv^  Deserters  were  apprehended  and  committed  to 
the  Jayl  of  this  City.  And  the  said  William  Hughes  now  applys 
to  me  for  a  sufficient  Guard  to  assist  him  to  conduct  them  to  their 
Regiment^  and  to  provide  them  w^  Horses,  and  to  bear  the  Charges 
on  the  Road ;  And  as  this  Application  appears  to  me  to  be  reason- 
able,  and  that  it  will  be  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  it  is  my  Opinion 
that  he  should  be  furnished  with  Men  and  Horses  sufficient  to  enable 
to  eondnet  them  to  their  Regiment^  and  that  ye  Charges  arising 
thereupon  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  publick  Stock,  £  have  sent 
ye  s*  Wm.  Hughes  to  you  to  be  provided  w^^  Men/  Horses,  and 
VLcBey  for  the  OcoaaioB. 

lam. 

12th  March,  1755. 

^IndoTHd, — Grov.  Morris's  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Assembly, 
for  borrowing  and  diBposiug  of  £5000.    No.  26. 


Mr.  Hughes  to  Gov.  MoHris,  1765. 

Please  your  Excellency, 

I  am  Come  to  Desire  your  Exll^^  Assistance,  as  I  am  Come  From 

Wiaehester  after  five  Deserters,  four  Belonging  to  Cap^  Rob*. 

Stewart's  Comp^,  and  one  Belonging  to  Coll.  Adam  Stevens  Comp)', 

and  I  have  taken  them  in  this  town,  and  have  them  Confined  in  the 

IVison,  I  was  Obliged  to  Apply  to  the  Coustables  for  ta  Assist  in 

takin  them,  they  want  their  fees  k  the  Jalor  his  fees.    When  I  was 

Ordered  from  Winchester  after  the  said  Deserters  I  had  a  Warrant 

to  press  Horses,  and  did  not  Expect  they  had  Got  so  &r  off;  when 

I  Come  into  this  Province  I  could  not  press,  so  I  was.  Obliged  to 

Hire  fredi  Horses;  I  Brought  but  Little  money  with  me,  &  I  have 

Expended  it  all,  so  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  Assist  with  some 

money  to  Carry  me  Back  with  the  Said  Deserters  to  our  Company. 

Likewise,  I  Begg  the  favioor  of  an  Order  from  your  Excellency, 
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that  you  will  grant  pie  Assistance  from  Constable  to  Constable 
through  this  Province,  As  they  are  very  Rostical  fellows.' 
From  Y'  Most  Obedient 

&  Moat  Humb^  Servant, 
To  Command; 

W..  HUGHES,* 
Seijant  of  the  Said  Company. 
Philadelphia,  March  y  12%  1755. 
Directed. — ^To  the  Hon***  Governor  Morris, 
indorsed— March  12%  1755,  W.  Hughes.    No.  27. 


COMMITTEB  OF  ASSEMBLY  TO  QoY.  Mo&RIS,   17554 

Ma^  it  Please  the  Govern', 

We  have  oonaider'd  the  Goverah  letter  of  12th  Ins*.,  Sent  us  bj 
William  Hughes,  relate  to  the  five  deserters  from  the  Virainia  Regi- 
ment, &  have  also  advia'd  with  some  others  of  the  Memberv  of 
Assembly  in  town,  who  with  us  are  of  Opinion  thai  ihe  Instmeilkms 
given  us  by  the  House  are  not  sufficient  to  authorise  us  to  advanoe 
money  for  this  purpose.  '     • 

;ros.  FOX, 

EVAN  MORGAN, 
JAM".  PEMBERTON. 

Philad*.,  14th  March,  1755. 

Directed. — To  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Govern'* 
&c.,  of  the  Province  of  Pennsilvania. 

Indorsed. — 14  March,  1755,  Joseph  Fox  &  Others  to  y«  Gov'. 
respecting  deserters. 


Gov.  MORKIS  TO   C01OIITT££  OF  ASSSMBLT,   1756. 

• 
To  Isaac  Norris,  Esquire,  Speaker,  Evan  Morgan,  Joseph  Fox, 
James  Pemberton  &  otheri^  Gentlemen  empowered  to  borrow 
and  dispose  of  Five  Thousand  Pounds,  &c.,  &o. 

Gentlemen : 

I  herewith  send  you  a  Letter  from  Capt".  John  Shirley,  applying 
for  an  Allowance  for  the  Men  he  has  raised  here  under  his  Majesties 

*  See  letter  of  Morgan  &  Pemberton  below,  and  p.  271. 
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Beating  Orders^  and  as  I  think  this  is  within  the  Intention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  Letter  to  me^  I  recommend  it  to  You  to  make 
him  J*  Allowance  Requested. 

I  am^  Gentlemen^ 

Yonr  most  hnmhle  Servant. 
17th  March,  1755. 

Indorsed. — ^Draft  to  Committee  recommending  the  payment  ot 
J.  Shirle/s  Charges  for  subsisting  his  recruits  in  this  Province. 
No.  30. 


Gov.  Db  Lancby  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  18**  March,  1755. 
Sir: 

I  lud  your  Honor's  letter  of  the  6^  instant  before  the  Council, 
irho  were  of  opinion  that  I  should  consent  to  the  meeting  proposed 
at  Colonel  Johnsons,  for  the  purchase  intended,  so  that  such  pur- 
chase do  not  extend  to  any  lands  to  the  Northward  of  the  beginning 
of  the  Fourty  third  degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  which  is  esteemed 
to  be  the  Southern  Boundary  of  this  Province,  on  that  part  &  the 
Northern  Boundary  of  Pensylvania;  the  Council  were  further  of 
opinion,  as  the  charge  against  M'.  Lydius  is  general,  the  Board 
cannot  order  a  Prosecution  against  him  by  the  Attorney  General, 
But  that  the  Goverment  of  Pensylvania  have  leave  to  comAience  & 
earry  on  any  Prosecution  against  him  in  the  Kings  name,  so  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  take  such  measures  as  you  shall  judge  proper ; 
this  Government  greatly  disapproves  of  the  Practice  with  which 
Lydius  is  charged.  The  Indians  you  sent  are  upon  their  return  with 
a  few  others,  the  interpreter  is  a  lying  knave,  and  the  chief  is  turned 
Boi  I  have  ordered  each  of  the  Indians  a  pair  of  Shoes,  stockings 
&  a  shirt,  and  a  Blanket  beside  to  Soarawayody,  &  the  Mayor  is,  by 
my  direction,  to  give  them  some  money,  what  he  thinks  proper  for 
their  ezpenoes  from  hence. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY.* 

Governor  Morris. 
Indorsed.  *  -*• 

Gov'  De  Lancey  to  Gov'  Morris.    18  March,  1755. 

*  See  reply,  p.  279. 

12*  .     •. 
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Gov.  Shakpb  to  Gov.  Mokeis,  1765. 

AnsapoIiBy  March  19*^^  1756. 
Sir: 

I  herewith  dispatch  to  Yon  a  Packet  which  I  received  last  Bight 
from  Williamsburg.  I  have  jnst  received  Advice  that  all  the  Trans- 
portf,  with  the  Troops  expected  from  Europe,  are  arrived  in  Virgi- 
nia. Our  Assembly  is  still  sitting,  but  I  entertain  but  faint  hopes 
of  their  granting  such  Supplies  as  I  have  been  solliciting. 
With  the  greatest  Bespeot, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble 

&  obedient  Bervsnt, 

HOR'O.  SHARPE.* 
Indorted, 
Gov'  Sharpe.    March  19%  1755. 


Franklin  &  Hall  to  Gov.  Mokrk,  1766. 

March  20, 1755. 
Sir: 

We  should  with  great  Readiness  &  SabmissioQ  have  obey'd  your 
Honour's  Commands,  in  Forbearing  to  publish  the  two  Letters  from 
Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  of  July  the  5^,  &  October  the  26%  were  it 
only  a  Conoem  of  our  own,  or  a  Matter  in  our  Disposition.  Bot  as 
those  Letters  are  contained  in  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  As- 
sembly, and  inserted  therein  by  their  Order,  we  could  not  omit  them 
without  obtaining  the  Dhections  of  the  House.  To  that  End  we  laid  the 
Commands  received  from  your  Hon'  before  the  Assembly.  But  the 
House  has  expressly  ordePd  us  to  proceed  directly  in  publishing  the 
Votes  containing  those  Letters;  and  we  being,  as  their  Printer,  the 
immediate  Servants  of  the  House,  are  obliged  in  this  Matter  to 
obey  their  Orders.  We  therefore  hope  your  Hon^  will  excuse  vm, 
and  believe  us  to  be,  with  all  possible  Respeoti 
Your  Hon**  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servants, 

FRANKLIN  &  HALKf 

To  the  hon**»  Gov  Morris. 
Indorsed, 

FrankUn  &  Hall.    March  20%  1756. 

*  See  reply,  p.  280. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  827-829.    This  letter  is  in  Franklin's  hand- 
writing. 
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Thomas  Penn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

Sinee  I  wrote  you  tbe  26*^  of  laat  month  I  hare  received  your 
Letter  of  the  28^  of  Deoember;  endosiDg  a  doplioate  of  the  Demt- 
ten  examination  ;  I  have  also  received  your  Letter  of  the  8*^  Jann- 
wj,  with  the  Ooppys  of  all  the  Messages  that  have  passed  between 
yoa  and  the  Assembly,  and  immediately  sent  their  answer  of  the 
3',  and  years  in  retnm  of  the  7*^  of  January,  to  Sir  Thomas  Robin^ 
son,  who  thought  theirs  fall  of  the  spirit  of  the  last  Century,  and 
that  you  had  condescended  rather  too  much  in  the  being  so  particular 
in  your  ani^wer  to  them.  I  also  informed  my  Lord  President^  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson,  and  Lord  Hallifaz,  of  their  Bepresentation 
which  was  presented  yesterday,  and  of  which  M'.  Partridge  deliver- 
ed  me  a  Coppy  this  day,  it  is  only  against  Proprietory  Institutions, 
and  not  to  the  King  in  Council,  so  that  what  course  will  be  taken 
with  it  I  cannot  tell  yet ;  it  is  a  very  silly  performance,  and  I  be- 
lieve H'.  Partridges  Friends  dont  like  it,  as  he  proposed  an  aooom- 
modation  when  he  delivered  it  to  me,  and  told  me  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  several  Friends  that  would  be  better  than  carrying  it  any 
farther;  but  I  positively  refused  to  hearken  to  any  such  offer,  and 
am  jast  now  informed  a  scurrilous  Letter  was  this  day  read  at  the 
meeting  for  sufferings,  signed  by  Isaac  Norris  and  one  Callender,  to 
desire  their  assistance,  which  they  returned  to  Partridge,  jud^ii^g  it 
did  not  properly  come  before  them,  so  that  whether  they  will  oon- 
eern  themselves  in  it  or  not  I  am  not  certain,  but  rather  think  they 
will  not;  however,  whether  they'  do  or  not,  I  am  under  no  appre- 
hension of  receiving  any  censure  for  any  instructions  we  have  given, 
or  that  your  conduct  will  be  condemned ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
will  be  very  much  approved,  and  I  shall  insist  upon  the  most  speedy 
examination.  As  the  Assembly  did  not  send  you  a  Coppy  of  their 
representation,  and  may  keep  it  as  close  as  they  have  done  our  last 
answer,  I  send  yon  one  enclosed. 

We  are  yet  uncertain  whether  the  French  will  comply  with  the 
demands  made,  but  a  very  few  days  will  determine  it,  as  there  is  a 
time  limited  set  them,  if  we  declare  War  it  is  determined  to  have 
soch  a  body  of  Troops  in  North  America  as  will  secure  our  Colonys 
in  time  to  come,  I  am  told  ten  thousand,  if  so  something  great  will 
be  undertaken.  We  nevor  were  so  well  prepared  for  sea  service,  at 
the  beginning  of  a  War,  as  at  present;  great  numbers  of  people 
enter,  a  bounty  of  £3  a  man  being  given  for  able  Sea  men,  so  that 
we  shall  be  ready  for  the  French  Fleet  whenever  it  puts  to  sea. 

I  shall  write  you  more  fully  by  Budden,  who  will  sail  in  about 
three  weeksj,  in  the  mean  time  remain, 
Sir, 

Tour  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

liondon,  March  21,  1755. 
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P.  8.  I  think  any  person  hayiiig  made  the  declarationB  in  your 
Letter  mentioned  lyable  to  a  prosecutioni  and  indeed  that  yoiLcannot 
avoid  taking  notice  of  snoh  expressions  as  they  manifest  a  disaffec- 
tion to  his  Majestys  Government ;  and  I  recommend  this  to  your 
immediate  consideration^  as  I  also  do  our  Receivers  making  bobm 
seiaores  for  Rent  when  there  is  no  cause  of  dispute,  as  the  people 
talk  of  associating,  after  an  advertisement  has  been  pnblished  re- 
quiring them  to  pay,  we  desire  yon  will  send  for  M'.  Peters  and  M'. 
Hockley,  and  Udk  with  them  upojn  it. 
Indaned, 

Tho*  Penn,  with  y«  Assemblys  vepresent".     March  21, 1756. 

For  the  Hon^>*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 


Gov'b.  Morris  to  B.  Patbrs,  1755. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'r.,  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania. 

You  are  hereby  ordered  to  Inspect  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  from  the  Day  of  their  meeting  on  ye 
17th  to  yesterday,  the  20th  Instant,  both  inclusive,  To  make  a  Copy 
thereof  and  report  the  same  to  me. 

ROB'T.  H.  MORRIS.* 

Philada.,  March) 
21st,  1756.     J 

Indorsed, 

Governor  Morris's  Order  to  Secretary  to  inspect  Joumak  of  As- 
sembly.   21  March,  1766. 


John  Ruthbefoed  to  Gov.  Moeris,  1756, 

March  22, 1755. 

Sir, 

I  write  Your  Honour  a  few  lines,  tho'  I  shan't  think  I  have  any 
thing  material  to  say  untill  the  two  Regiments  ^m  Cork  arrives. 
Our  Review  by  Sir  John  St.  Clair  is  over,  &  after  what  he  has  dis- 
charged, I  think  what  remains  here  will  be  fit  for  any  Service; 
I  shall  want  twenty  Recruits  to  compleat  my  Company,  in  room  of 
those  he  has  discharged  &  those  I  had  discharged  befor,  which  I  have 
a  promise  of  getting  from  Maryland  immediatly,  from  Capt  Jordan 
&  some  other  friends,  but  for  the  greater  security  I  send  now,.  A 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VI,  pp.  237,  806,  827-8,  881,  889. 
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Seij't  &  Drnminer  towards  Carlisle  &  Lancaster,  hearing  of  some 
Men  desirous  of  listing  in  that  Road,  so  have  given  them  an  order 
to  Becmit  which  I  beg  Your  Honour  will  confirm  if  necessary  to 
Seijeant  Thomas  Eustace,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Simons  at  Lancaster, 
which  Mr.  Elliot  will  forward.  v 

GoU^  Innes  remains  here  to  take  care  of  stores  &  Indian  affairs,  & 
Sir  John  by  G^nK  Braddock's  orders,  has  left  under  my  Command 
my  own  Company,  Capt.  Demere's  &  two  Companys  of  Virginia 
Bangers,  fifety  men]each,  under  Capt.  Waggoner  &  Capt.,  Perronee ; 
Capt.  Clark's,  im  unfit  for  serrice  is  sent  off  to  Eecruit  and  Capt. 
Dagworthy's  to  be  draughted  for  cpmpleatiog  the  British  Regim^. 
The  greatest  plague  I  find  in  my  Command  proceeds  from  Whisky, 
which  has  allwayes  prevailed  in  spite  of  many  expedients  since  the 
arrival  of  troops  here.  I  must  get  the  better  of  it  if  possible  &  have 
panished  several  Soldiers  &  staved  some  whiskey,  but  great  Complaints 
are  made  by  the  Owners  for  want  of  proper  warning,  So  I  must  beg  • 
Your  Honour  would  please  order  the  inclosed  Advertisement  to  be 
published  in  Your  News  papers  for  three  weeks,  &  if  'tis  not  in  pro- 
per words  pray  amend  it.  I  must  likewise  beg  Your  Honour  would 
please  publish  Your  own  order  upon  my  Applieation  to  Justices  of 
the  Peace  &  other  Magistrates,  to  be  very  strict  in  examining  travel- 
ling persons  incapable  of  giving  proper  Accounts  of  themselves  which 
will  be  a  great  means  of  preventing  Desertion  from  this.  Some 
Deserters  are  gone  off  lately  &  I  am  afraid  of  many  more  soon,  when 
the  rest  of  the  Virginia  Companys  of  Rangers  arrives.  I  should  be 
very  proud  of  Your  Honour's  Commands,  &  glad  to  know  what  you 
hear  from  the  Northward,  having  great  hopes  on  the  Diversion  Gov'r 
Shirley  will  make  there.  Pray  let  me  have  the  pleasure  to  hear 
Capt  Morris  is  fixed  in  a  Company  &  comeing  with  those  I  hear  will 
be  ordered  this  way.  I  am  with  the  greatest  regard, 
Sir, 

Your  Honours 

Most  obedient  &  most 
humble  Servant, 
JOHN  RUTHERFORD. 

Fort  Cumberland,  Wills'  Creek, 
22d  March,  1755. 

IndoTud. 

Mr.  Eliot  is  desired  to  write  the  Serjeant's  name  in  a  hand  that 
can  be  read.  • 

Thomas  Emtace. 
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Gov.  Db  Lancey  to  Gov.  Mobeis,  1755. 

Ban<Jay  Evening,  N.  York,  23  March,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  just  now  received  this  Packet  from  Governor  Shirley  hy  express 
and  am  going  to  town  to  get  a  man  to  carry  it  on  to  you  in  like  man- 
mer.  I  am  glad  Mr.  Shirley  is  to  have  an  interview  with  the  Gen- 
eraly  he  is  so  well  acquainted  with  this  Country  that  I  am  persuaded 
the  best  of  measorea  will  be  th^  result  of  their  confarences.  I  am 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  Db  lancey. 
Gov'r  Morris. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris  1755. 

Boston,  March  24th,  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  a  minute's  time  to  acknowledge  the  favotxr  of  your  last 
letter,  to  ask  pai^on  for  not  writing  last  post,  and  to  let  you  know 
y*  I  hope  to  kiss  your  hands  at  Philadelphia,  in  a  day  or  two  at 
farthest  after  the  arrival  of  the  post. 

Be  pleased  to  excuse  me  to  Mr.  Tinker,  with  my  complim*'  to 
bim  until  that  time,  and  let  him  know  I  am  much  at  his  service. 

The  inclosed  extracts  will  acquaint  you  with  the  posture  of  Affairs 
in  England.     When  the  Master  of  the  Yessell  w""^  brought  the  Let- 
ters left  England,  there  was,  he  says,  the  hottest  Impress  that  was 
ever  known  in  the  river  and  Downes. 
I  am, 

with  great  truth, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faitbfull, 
Humble  Servant, 


W.  SHIRLEY. 


Hon*»«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'r. 
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Gov,  MoRKis  TO  Gov.  Db  Lakcey,  1755. 

Maidi  25tb,  1755. 

Sir, 

I  am  favoQc^d  with  yoniti  of  the  ISth'*'  Instant,  in  aBBwer  to  mine 
of  the  6th. 

The  purchase  of  all  the  Lands  lying  within  the  King's  Grant  to 
the  kte  Mr.  Penn  from  the  Six  Nations,  was  thought  to  be  je  only 
proper  Expedient  to  prevent  the  oonfasion  y*  might  arise  from  ye 
wiU  Sehemes  of  the  Connecticut  people,  which  if  carried  into  £xe- 
eution,  must  destroy  ye  peace  of  otlunr  FroYinees  as  well  as  that  of 
PennsylTanio.         , 

It  was  the  Bequest  of  Heildrick,  that  a  Treaty  for  this  purpose 
might  be  held  at  Coll.  Johnson's,  and  out  of  complaisance  to  him, 
and  from  an  Opinion  that  the  Six  Nations  coud  not  be  allowed  to  be 
absent  at  such  a  time  as  this  from  their  Castles,  it  was  conceded  to, 
and  as  soon  as  I  knew  Coll.  Johnson's  mind  about  this  Expedient 
and  that  it  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  him  to  have  the  treaty  held 
at  Coll.  Johnson's,  I  thought  proper  as  it  was  within  your  Goverm*, 
to  inform  you  of  ^e  who&  Proceeding  and  the  reasons  in  support 
of  it 

I  proposed  to  take  the  Grant,  if  we  can  agree  with  the  Indians 
ia  the  express  words  of  Mr.  Penn's  Charter,  and  against  this  I  con- 
ceive you  can  have  no  Objection,  since  you  will  be,  after  any  such 
Indian  Purchase,  in  ye  very  same  Circumstances  you  are  now,  as  to 
yonr  Interpretation  of  ye  Extent  of  the  King's  Grant,  for  tho'  we 
differ  widely  in  this  point,  yet  your  Claims  will  not  be  at  all  affected 
if  ye  Indian  Boundaries  be  ye  very  same  ^^  those  described  in  ye 
Bojal  Charter. 

lam  taking  measures  to  obtain  Evidence  ag*  Lydius,  and  when 
this  is  laid  before  me  &  approved,  I  shall  then  renew  my  application 
ft  take  ye  legal  steps  agreeable  to  your  kind  letter,  for  w^'^  I  return 
you  thanks,  as  I  do  for  your  kindness  to  Scarroyady  &  his  unworthy 
Interpreter.  This  Chief  is  really  a  man  of  Consequence  at  Ohio»  & 
will  not  be  thought  there,  to  have  degraded  himself  by  a  too  free 
ase  of  ye  intoxicating  Gup. 

Indorsed. 
Dft  to  Gov'r  Delanoey. 

*  See  page  278. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpb,  1755. 

Sir— 

Yoar  express  brought  me  your  favonr  of  ye  19^  Instant,*  and  the 
agreeable  news  of  the  arrival  of  all  the  forces  from  Europe.  Had 
the  several  Assemblys  upon  the  Continent  done  their  daty  our  mo- 
ther Cotintry^might  have  saved  the  expense  of  this  imbarkation,  bat 
while  the  Colonys  are  so  divided  in  their  councils  and  their  Assem- 
blys, are  made  up  of  men  quite  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of 
government,  &  have  private  selfish  ends  to  answer^  nothing  good  or 
great  can  reasonably  be  expected  from  them. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  our  Assemblys  are  so  much  alike,  and  that 
neither  of  them  have  a  proper  regard  for  the  safety  of  their  country ; 
mine  has  been  sitting  a  week,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  prevail  on 
them  to  give  largely  upon  the  present  occasion,  but  must  own  that 
my  hopes  are  not  very  sanguine. 

Since  writing  the  above,  an  express  arrived  with  Governor  Shir- 
ley's packet,  which  I  send  you  here  with,  and  also  an  article  of  newa 
from  Lisbon,  which  Gov'  Shirley  sent  me  by  the  same  hand. 
.  I  have  only  time  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  great  respect. 
S%  Your  most  Obed^ 

Humble  serv^ 

Philad.  March  25, 1755. 
Indoned, 

Dft.  to  Gov  Sharpe  with  Gov'  Shirley's  Packet  to  G«n^  Braddock. 
March  25, 1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Db  Lanoey,  1755. 

Philad%  March,  26**,  1755. 
Sii^ 

Your  Express  brought  me  Gov'  Shirley's  packet,  which  I  imme^ 
diately  sent  forward  to  Gen>  Braddock,  from  whom  yesterday  Bx- 
press  the  Enclosed  Letter  to  you  which  he  tells  me  is  an  Invitation 
to  you  to  meet  him  and  the  severall  Gov"  at  Anopolis,  to  oonsult 
upon  the  measures  necessary  to  be  pursued,  I  hope  you  will  Joyae 
Gov  Shirley  and  make  one  at  thai;  Congress,  where  many  things 
may  be  thought  on  for  the  gen^  benefit  of  the  Colonys,  and  I  am 
happy  in  thinking  y*  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  Entertaining  yofa 
in  this  Province  and  accompanying  you  to  Annopolis. 

My  Assembly  are  [sittii\g,  but  have  the  same  obstinate  spirit  that 
Possess**  em  the  Last' Sessions,  by  all  that  I  can  yet  Learn. 
I  am;  Sir,  your  most  Ob^ 
Humble  serv^ 

ROB^.  H.  MORRIS. 
*  See  page  274. 
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A  Vesaell  yesterday  from  liBbon ' 
ooofimiB  the  news  of  the  taking 
Madraas^and  the  Hot  press  in  Eog'. 

Copy,  Gov  DeLancey,  March  26*,  1755.  . 


K>n') 


Jambs  F/  Mercer  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

I  have  sent  Cap*.  Discary  with  the  LieatF  Eemperfelt  &  Conling  to 
reeniit  in  yonr  Proyinoe,  it  were  presumption  in  me  to  recommend 
Qentlemen  of  their  merit  to  Yon,  who  know  so  well  how  to  dis- 
tinguish  it  Your  Zeal  for  his  Majesty's  Sendee  will  procure  them 
your  inflaenoe  with  snch  as  are  willing  and  able  to  promote  it.  I 
wish  you  all  happiness  and  Success  in  your  endeavors  for  the  good 
of  the  Public.    I  am,  with  the  highest  regard  &  Esteem, 

Sir, 
^    Your  much  oblig*  & 

most  ob*  Humble  serv% 
JAMES  F.  MERCER. 
^  The  Hon»«  Rob*.  Hunter  Morris,  &o. 
New  York,  March  28*^,  1755. 

Directed — 
To  the  Hon^>*  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

Governor  of  Pensilvania,  &c.  &c. 


Gov.  DoBBB  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

S'  '  '  # 

Haring  the  opportuiuiy  of  Mr.  Beatty,  a  dissenting  Clergyman  of 
mneh  merit,  retvrning  to  Pensylvania,  I  would  not  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  opening  a  Correspondence  with  you,  and  tho'  late  to  Coo- 
gratulate  you. on  your  safe  arrival  at  y'  Government. 

I  am  much  Concerned  that  yonr  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  service  and 
the  general  good  of  the  Colonys,  has  not  had  such  success  in  the 
Assembly  as  we  had  reason  to  Expect  upon  so  ffreat  an  Emergency ; 
from  the  obstinacy  of  the  Quakers,  who  I  hear  Direct  the  Assembly, 
and  will  neither  %ht  to  defend  their  Rights  &  Properties,  nor  open 
their  Purses  to  enable  others  to  fight  tor  them.  These  Principles 
and  their  Obstinacy  laay^  however,  Induce  the  British  Parliam*  to 
pass  an  Act,  that  those  whose  Prisi^iples  will  not  allow  them  'to.sup- 
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port  goverment,  and  Defend  tlieir  Rfghts,  sbonld  have  no  sliare  in 
the  government  or  Legislature,  bj  rendring  them  incapable  of  Being 
Elected,  or  of  Electing  others. 

I  sent  to  jouy  inclosed  to  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  a  Copy  of  my  Message 
to  this  Assembly,  relative  to  the  French  Schemes,  which  I  hope  he 
forwarded  to  you,  as  I  had  no  other  Conveyance ;  lest  he  should  not, 
I  have  sent  you  another  by  Mjr.  Beatty  for  yonr  Perusal. 

The  Assembly  have  granted  as  much  as  their  late  distracted  affium 
would  allow  of,  considering  what  was  thrown  away  Imprudently  laat 
vear  to  no  purpose;  ae  we  nave  no  Calls  on  Credit  out  of  the  Colony 
^  by  our  Paper  Currency,  until  I  get  it  put  upon  a  Better  footing,  bj 
emitting  it  upon  a  Sufficient  Security,  by  a  Loan  Office  upon  mort- 
gage on  Land. 

I  shall  long  to  hear  that  your  Assembly  has  complyed  to  grant  a 
proper  supply,  such  as  is  proper  for  so  Rich  and  Populous  a  Pro- 
vince, who  have  such  great  Indulgencies  in  Trade  ;  and  that  they 
will  Concur  Cheerfully  in  the  united  defense  of  all  the  Colonies. 

I  wish  you  Success  in  all  your  Endeavours  for  the  good  of  all  the 
Provinces,  and  am  with  due  Regard  and  Esteem, 

S' 

T'  Excellenoies 

most  Obed*  Humble  Serv*, 
ARTHUR  DOBBS. 
To  his  Excellency  Goveniotit  Rf orrifif. 
New  Bern,  March  &0^,  1755. 


Gov  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756, 

Boston,  March  81, 1755. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  a  Request  made  to  me  by  the  Council  &  House  of 
.Represent^**  of  this  Pifvince,  (Copy  whereof  you  have  herewith  in- 
closed,)  I  must  pray  yonr  Honoiu  That,  as  a  Matter  whieh  His  Ma- 
jesty's Servioe  doth  require  at  this  Conjunctare,  an  effeotnal  Slop 
may  be  put  in  your  (}ovemm*  (for  the  present)  to  anv  Trades  being 
carried  on  from  thence  with  the  French  in  any  Ports  m  North  Ame- 
rica. I  am,  widi  doe  Regard  , 
Sir, 

Tour  Honour's  most 

Obedient,  humble  Servant. 
In  the  Naone  &  by  Order  of  his  Evcf  W-.  Shirley,  Esq'., 

J.  WiLLARD,  Beery. 
The  himu«  Robert  Hunter  Morrie,  Eacf. 
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Indorsed — 
Secretary  Willard — with  a  Vote  of  the  Assembly  of  Massachu- 
seta  Bay,  requiring  a  Stop  to  be  put  to  Carrying  Provisions  out  of 
the  Provinces. 


Proceedings  of  Council  of  Massachusetts,  1755.* 

Province  of  the         ) 
Massachusetts  Bay>  J 

In  the  House  of  Hepresent^'%  March  29, 1755. 
Voted  that  the  Govemour  be  desired  to  write  to  the  Govemours 
of  the  several  Governm^  in  North  Afnerioa,  that  they  effectually 
(for  the  present)  put  a  Stop  to  any  Trades  being  carried  on  from 
their  respective  Govemm^  with  the  French  in  any  of  their  Ports  in 
North  America. 

Sent  tip  for  Oonoorrenoe. 

T.  HUBBARD,  Spk'. 

In  Gouncili  Maroh  29>  1755,  Head  &  Concor'd. 
L  Thos.  Clarke,  Dep*^  SecrJ'. 

Copy  examined^ — Per  J.  WillabD;  Seory. 


CfiRTIFICATB  OF  ThOS,   ClAKKE,  1755. 

April  1-*,  1755. 
Kent  County  on  Delaware. 

I  do  hei^by  Certifie  and  deolire  that  I  wa^  Cbllector  of  the  Mus- 
pelion  Hnndi«d  in  the  County  afs*,  for  the  Years  1752  and  1753y 
iDd  that  I  did  reoeive  of  a  Cettais  James  Anderson,  for  the  Yeard 
^8*,  his  fieyies  for  said' Years,  who  waa  then  living  on  the  Land  A 
Pnttises  that  he  now  does.  And  I  do  farther  Certifie  that  the 
nid  Anderson  was  taken  and  xetumed  by  one  of  the  Constables  of  the 
^  Hundred  to  the  Levy  Court  of  said  Qo^^  &  by  the  Assessors  of 
^  aik*  County  asasssed  for  the  Year  1754,  as  appears  by  my  Col- 
keloids  List  >  Aa  Witness  my  hand,  thk  1*«  day  of  April,  1755. 

THOS.  CLARK.* 

Indorsed — 
Certifieate  of  Tho^.  Clarke  of  James  Anderson's  Payrn*  of  Taxes 
in  Kent  Co.,  sent  up  by  Justice  Johns« 


*  Referred  to  in  the  preceding. 

f  See  Deposition  of  James  Anderson,  p.  266. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

Sir, 

The  last  I  had  the  Honoar  to  write  Tou  was  on  the  thirtieth  of 
Janaary,  siDce  which  General  Braddock  is  arrived  in  Virginia  with 
the  Two  Begiments  from  Ireland ;  and  those  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
America  are  now  very  near  oompleat,  and  might  have  been  bj  this 
time  very  fit  for  Service  if  the  American  Assemblys  had  shewed  a 
proper  Regard  to  their  own  Interest  and  Safety,  or  to  the  Commands 
of  the  Crown, 

As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  Generars  Arrival,  I  called  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province  together,  that  they  mi^ht  be  ready  to 
oonsider  anything  he  had  to  recommend  without  Delay,  and  accord- 
ingly on  the  Eighteenth  of  last  month  pressed  them  to  grant  Sap- 
plies,  not  only  for  furnishing  Plrovisions  and  Necessaries  to  the 
Troops,  bat  for  opening  Roads  and  providing  Carriages,  and  laid  be- 
fore them  a  Plan  formed  by  Governor  Shirley,  for  removing  the 
French  from  their  Encroaobments  in  Nova  Sootia,  and  for  boildinff 
a  Fort  near  the  French  Fort  at  Crown  Point,  in  which  he  desired 
the  Aid  of  this  Province ;  but  notwithstanding  the  Danger  this 
Country  stands  exposed  to  from  the  French,  the  noble  Opportunity 
th^y  have  by  strengthening  the  Hands  of  General  Braddock  of  remo- 
ving them,  and  effectually  securing  these  Colonies  against  their  futore 
Attempts,  I  have  not  been  able  to  prevail  on  them  to  do  any  thiog 
to  the  purpose,  and  they  are  grown  so  very  unreasonable,  and  enter- 
tain such  out  of  the  way  Notions  of  their  own  Rights  and  Privi- 
ledges,  that  nothing  good  is  to  be  expected  from  them  till  they  are 
reduced  to  a  proper  Sense  of  themselves.  Pot  besides  the  Right  of 
Meeting  and  sitting  for  what  Time  they  please,  independent  of  the 
Govemor,^they  have  lately  taken  upon  them  very  new  and  extraordi- 
nary  Powers. 

At  the  Close  of  the  last  Sessions,  I  demanded  a  Copy  of  their  Pro- 
ceedings, but  could  not  obtain  them  till  they  were  sent  me  in  pAot, 
two  Months  after  the  Assembly  wer» adjourned,  and  I  wayurprised 
tofind  there  at  large  your  several  Letters  to  me,*  which  r  bad  laid  , 
before  them  to  induce  them  to  grant  the  Supplies  recommended  by  the 
Crown ;  and  thinking  it  not  only  a  bad  Practice  to  publish  the  commands 
of  the  Crown,  signified  by  a  Secretary  of  State,  but  of  dangerous  Con- 
Mquenee,  I  sent  a  Message  to  the  House  recommending  iito  them  to 
ttWM  otu  tho9e  Leiten^  and  to  delay  the  Publication  of  their  Vote« 
till  that  was  done/  but  they  insbted  they  had  a  Right  to  priqt  and 
publish  every  thing  that  was  laid  before  them,  and  refused  either  to 
expunge  the  Letters  or  to  delay  the  Publication  of  them  :  where- 
upon, I  sent  an  Order  to  the  Printers,*  forbidding  them  to  publish 
those  Letters,  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  bdng  informed  ex- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VI,  p.  827,  Aa  f  See  p.  27i. 
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presslj  t>rdered  tbe  Printers  to  proceed  in  the^Pablication,  and' they ' 
did  BO  acoordiinglj,  as  Ton  will  observe  not  only  by  the  printed  • 
Yotes  of  the  House  herewith  sent  Toa^  but  by  tbe  Messages  and 
Orders  that  have  passed  npon  the  head^  which  I  have  the  Honour  to 
enclose  with  this. 

As  it  is  beyond  Doubt  the  Right  of  the  Government  to  know  frdm 
time  to  time  what  is  done,  or  doing,  by  any  Body  of  Men  acting 
under  the  Authority  of  the  Crown,  and  as  I  had  in  vain  endeavoured  * 
to  procure  a  Copy  of  the  Assemblies  Proceedings  during  the  last  Sit- 
ting, I  thought  it  right  to  let  them  know,  that  I  expected  the  Clerk 
would  attend  me  every  day  with  their  Yotes^  but  they  would  neither 
permit  him  to  do  so,  nor  suffer  their  Journals  to  be  inspected  by  the 
Secretary,  who  I  sent  for  that  purpose.'*' 

Immediately  upon  my  refusing  to  pass  a  Bill  they  sent  me  for 
striking  Twenty  Five  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  ^f  Credit,  of  which 
I  shall  transmit  you  a  Copy  by  the  next  Conveyance,  as  it  is  of  a 
very  extraordinary  Nature.;  the  House,  without  my  Knowledge  or 
Consent,  have  resolved  to  issue  Notes  of  Credit  from  Five  to  Fifty 
Poonds  each,  to  the  Amount  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds,  which  they 
by  their  own  Authority  give  towards  carrying  on  Governor  Shirley's  ' 
Plan  of  Operations,  and  though  this  be  the  Pretence  for  making  use 
of  such  an  unconstitutional  Power,  yet  the  ttue  Design  is  to  encrease 
their  own  Power,  and  to  make  a  Precedj^nt  for  issuing  Bills  of  Credit 
without  the  Consent  of  the  Government;  for  such  these  Notes  really 
are,  and  will  have  a  Currency. 

I  need  not  observe  to  You,  Sir,  the  Danger  of  such  Powers  in  the 
Hands  of  any  Assembly,  and  especially  of  one  annually  chosen  by  a 
People,  a  great  part,  if  not  a  Majority  of  whom  are  Foreigners^  unat- 
tached to  an  English  Government,  either  by  Birth  or  Education. 
And  as  none  of  these  Things  are  warranted  by  the  Proprietary  Char- 
ter, under  which  the  Assembly  act,  or  in  the  least  countenanced  by 
the  Proprietaries  themselves,  I  think  them  the  more  extraordinary, 
and  very  worthy  the  Notice  of  the  Government. 

As  well  in  the  last  Sessions  as  in  the  present,  I  frequently  recorii- 
mended  to  the  Assembly,  pursuant  to  the  Instructions  of  the  Propri- 
etors, to  put  this  Province  into  a  Posture  of  Defence ;  but  they  are 
determined  to  come  into  no  measures  for  that  purpose,  notwithstand- 
ing its  present  dangerous  Situation :  and  tho'  this  Province  be  very 
able  to  oontribute  largely  towards  the  necessary  Expenses  of  the  pre- 
sent Expedition,  and  it  is  so  mnch  their  Interest  to  do  it,  yet  the 
Assembly  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  lay  any  Tax,  or  to  grant  the 
Supplies  necessary  for  the  Troops  that  are  employed  for  their  Pro- 
tection, unless  they  can  at  the  same  time  increase  and  render  perma- 
n^t  their  own  Power  and  Authority. 

I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  give  You  a  more  agreeable 
Account  of  the  Condition  of  this  Province,  and  can  only  assure  You, 

*  Seepage 276. 
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that  mj  best  EadoaiTMts  bave  not  been  wMtiag  ta  proaote  Mi'Mtr 
JQBties  Service,  and  li4r«  the  Honoor  to  bo 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient^ 

humble  Servant 
FbUadelphia^  9"^  April,  1756. 


Sir 


Gov.  MoERis  TO  Thomas  Pbnn,  1756. 

Philad-,  April  9, 1755. 

r : 

My  last  to  you  was  of  the  SO'*"  of  Jan'^,  giving  an  aecount  of  the 
ProceediDgs  of  the  Sessions  of  Assembly  that  ended  on  tho  1 0^  of 
that  month,  which  I  sent  bj  way  of  Virginia  and  New  York,  no 
vessel  then  offaring  from  this  Port. 

As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  arrival  of  Oen^  Braddock  I 
snmmcmed  the  Assembly,  who  met  on  the  17^^  of  the  kst  month, 
and  I  then  laid  before  them  Gen^  Braddocks first  letter  tome,*  which 
being  wrote  in  a  high  stile,  I  thought  it  would  have  some  Intucnoa 
upon  their  conduct,  and  without  so  much  as  mentioning  any  dispute 
that  had  subsisted  at  tho  last  Sessions-  I  recommend  the  granting, 
immediate  supply s,  not  only  for  furnishing  provisions  for  the  troops, 
but  for  several  other  matters,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  Message  it 
sel^  which  waits  on  you  under  this  cover,  with  the  severai  others 
that  have  passM  between  us. 

The  inclosed  letter  from  Gov.  Shirley,  w*'  the  Message  to  hia 
Council  &  Assembly,  and  their  resolves,  will  let  you  into  the  Plan 
of  operation*  he  had  formed  for  the  summer  before  General  Brad- 
docks  arrival,  with  this  addition,  that  the  two  thousand  New  Enghind 
men  intended  for  Nova  Scotjla,  t»ith  the  aid  of  some  of  the  regular 
troops  there,  are  to  driye  away  all  the  neutral  French  from  that 
country,  who  have  lately  refused  to  Uke  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  imwe- 
diately  after  which,  and  about  the  time  that  the  Provincial  forces, 
^re  marching  against  Crown  Point,  the  four  regiments  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, with  the  two  thousand  New  England  men,  are  to  attack  the  se- 
veral French  forts  upon  the  river  S^  John,  and  at  Chekenecta,  all 
at  the  same  time. 

The  several  Government  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
i^ecticut  &  New  Yorif,  have  acceded  to  the  Plan  concerted  at  Bos- 
th?«  P^n  ^""^  T  '^^'^''S  ^^^  ^*'*^  »"  dispatoh.  The  Asacmbly  of 
manner  F^kS^''^  ^'y^""  *^^  thousand  pounds  for  Provisions,  in  the 

gZ  health  ?A?v'^^  ^7^P«  ^'^"^  I^^l^^d>  ^^^  ^^  *^1  ^" 

harput  a\^^^^^  ^^^^°g  ^^''  ^"'  0^^  «^an  in  the  Voyage, 

t      a  stop  to  the  measures  proposed  by  M'.  Shirley,  till  the 

*  See  Colon.  Keo.,  VoL  VI.  p.  807. 
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Oen^  80iitivute  are  kaowa  eonoeniDg  i^  md  he  bw  seqpieflt^  M'. 
Shirley,  M^  Delanoy,  end  mj8eIf|to  meet  him  eiAQqa^liSi  where 
M'.  Dinwiddie  and  M'.  Sharpe  are  to  aooompanj  him^  in  order  to 
oomnder  the  present  state  of  the  Colony,  and  how  be^t  to  employ 
the  forces  for  their  security  &  IVotection,  and  I  am  in  hourly  ex* 
peotation  of  Gov'  Shirley  &  Gov'  Delancy,  with  whom  I  shall  im- 
mediately proceed  to  Annapolis. 

I  endeavourd  all  I  could  to  procure  a  Goppy  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Assembly,  so  as  to  haye  sent  them  to  you  by  one  of  the 
winter  ships^  but  my  endeavour  proved  inefiectnal,  and  for  that  rea- 
son by  a  message,  I  insisted  that  the  clerk  should  attend  me  eveiy 
night  with  the  minutes  of  the  day,  that  I  might  know  what  was 
done  and  doing  'v^  their  House,  but  this  they  w'd  not  suffer,  and 
in  their  message  upon  that  head  let  me  know  that  I  should  have 
their  minutes  when  they  were  Printed,  &  not  before,  whereupon  I 
made  an  order  to  the  Secretary  to  inspect  their  Journals,  but  ihey 
would  not  permit  him  to  do  it* 

Upon  this  I  need  only  observe  that  the  keeping  their  Proceedings 
a  secret  from  the  government  is  not  only  new  &  extraordinary,  but 
dangerous  in  ita  oonsequences.    As  I  did  not  Bee  their  minutes  till 
afier  they  were  Printed,  I  did  not  know  till  then  that  they  intended 
to  Publish  S'  Thomas   Robinson's  letters  to  me,  and  as  I  found  em 
at  laige  in  their  minutes,  I  sent  the  Houspb  a  Meinage  desiring  they 
might  be  left  out,  and  upon  their  refusing  to  comply  with  my  rcqueflfc 
in  that  Particular,  I  aent  an  order  to  the  Printers  to  forbid  the  Pub- 
Hoation  of  those  letters,  which  they  laid  before  the  House,  and  re- 
ceived from  them  a  peremptory  order  to  Publish  them,  which  was 
notified  by  the  Printers  to  me,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letter. 
Soon  t^ter  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  one  of  Qov.  Shirley's 
Commissioners  arrived  here  to  ask  the  aid  of  this  government  as  to 
Uie  eastern  expeditions,  and  I  sent  a  special  message  to  the  Assem- 
bly, accompanying  a  letter    Mr.  Quincy,  the  Commiss'',  at  my  re- 
quest wrote  to  me  upon  th^  subject,  upon  which  they  sent  me  up  a 
Bill  for  striking  twenty-fiire  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  to  be 
Bunk  by  a  ten  years  continuance  of  the  Excise  at  2500^^*  ^  annum. 
Five  thousand  pounds  of  this  money  was  immediately  to  be  paid  to 
the  speaker  and  others,  to  pay  the  sums  they  had  borrowed  by  order 
of  the  House  of  the  3*  of  Jan'r  last,  tho'  not  above  1500^  of  that 
moaej  has  been  kid  out;  10^)00*^  was  to  be  paid  to  a  Committee  of 
the  fions^,  to  be  app^d  to  Purchase  Provisions  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  raised  in  the  eastern  governments;  5000^  was  to  be  subject 
to  OcD^  BmddodL's  draughts,  and  five  thousand  pounds  was  to  re- 
msia  in  the  Loan  office,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Assembly.    Upon 
^  bill  thus  circumsteiiG^  you  may  imagine  I  could  not  long  hesdtate 
tnd  therefore  sent  them  a  message  that  I  could  not  consent  to  it,  bu^ 
M  I WM  made  to  hope  they  woiSd  come  into  a  tax  and  give  Hand-. 

*  Colon.  Eeo.,  VoL  YI.,  p.  a27,  &c.    And  274  &  276  of  this  Vol. 
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Bomely,  I  tefaoMd  mf  an^nt  in  tbe  0oftest  manner ,  ivMiOTtt  1*lifbg 
any  notioe  of  thB  extraordinary  flteps  Ibey  had  taken  with  respeet  to 
S'  Thottaa  Robineon'a  letters,  or  their  seereting  their  Journals. 

Upon  this  reftisal  they  reeolted  to  borrow  ten  thoniBand  t)onnds 
npon  their  oWn  oredit,  and  apply  it  to  the  eastern  ezpedition»  bn%' 
npon  tryal  they  found  the  monj'd  people  not  inclinable  to  Lend  any^ 
money  upon  so  precarious  a  security,  wherenpbn  they  agreed  to 
Issne  notes  payable  to  the  Bearer  in  a  year,  with  five  ^  cent  Inter- 
est, and  lest  these  ntMs  should  not  obtain  a  currency,  I  am  told;  they 
are  forming  an  association  to  circulate  them.  This  in  Effect  is  mak- 
ing paper  money  without  the  Consent  of  the  King  or  Goyemor, 
and  I  think  is  worthy  the  Notice  of  the  government  at  Home,  for  if 
an  Assembly  who  claim  a  ri^t  of  siting  when  &  as  long  as  tb^y 
Please,  of  keeping  their  proceedings  a  secret  from  the  government, 
can  borrow  &  dispose  of  money,  &  circulate  their  notes  without  the 
knowledge  or  Consent  of  the  government,  and  that  without  I^mitap 
tion  of  sum,  they  may,  whenever  they  Please^  employ  that  Powei^ 
against  the  Government  by  which  they  are  protected,  and  under 
whose  authority  they  sit  &  act,  and  as  these  their  daitois  &  proceed-* 
ings  are  not  warranted  by  their  Charter  from  your  father,  nor  coun- 
tenanced by  yoU;  tbeir  Prinmpall  'Gov%  they  are  more  Lyable  to 
Censure. 

In  the  Votes  of  the  last  Sessions  you  will  find  the  representation 
of  tbe  Assembly  to  you  in  1751,  your  answer  thereto,  and  a  reply 
that  has  strained  and  put  the  worst  construction  upon  every  word  of 
your  answ^,  and  tho'  every  Judicious,  impartial  reader  must  be  sen- 
sible of  the  an&irness  of  their  reply,  yet  for  such  it  was  not  intended 
but  to  set  the  whole  people  of  this  Province,  as  much  as  Possible, 
against  tbe  Proprietarys,  tbe  secret  of  their  afiairs. ' 

I  thought  It  my  duty  to  send  them  a  message  on  the  third  day  of 
this  Instant,  to  put  the  Province  into  a  Posture  of  defence  upon  tbe 
intelligence  I  had  of  the  French  designs  of  sending  a  fleet  of  ships 
aftdabody  of  Ltind  forces  to  North  America.  But  I  do  not  find 
that  tbey-have  any  intention  of  doing  their  duty  in  this  respect. 
Inclorsed. 

April  9%  1755.    FP  to  M.  Penn. 


Extract — Capt.  Ruthbrford  to  Mr.  Allen,  1765. 

Fort  Cumberland,  20  Ap',  1755. 
Sir: 

I  heartily  rejoyce  with  you  and  all  my  good  Friends  at  Philad*, 
whom  I  have  so  Senoer  regard  for,  on  the  Safe  arrival  of  th»  G«d^, 
the  two  Regiments'  Train,  and  upon  their  designing  to  march  im* 
mediately;  what  a  pitty  His  they  ant  here  now,  Fort  DuQueane 
would  be  an  easy  conquest,  where  there  is  notnow  200  Frenchand 
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LkliiMjJbolliDg  in  iheir  ladbiM  &  reoetving  Saoooim  ftom  Oanada 
would  bring  them  yery  Slow  relief;  they  talk  only  of  200  men 
ready  at  a  Call  from  Winango,  but  their  great  dependanoe  for  next 
SamiDer  aeems  to  be  on  the  numerona  tribes  of  Indians  who  have 
engtged  to  join  them.  We  have  yery  late  intelligenoesy'  both  bv 
Indians  and  three  Woodboys,  who.  Crossing  the  Mountains  in  Bearoh 
of  horses  they  had  lost  last  Summeri  were  tdcen  by  a  party  of  French 
and  Indians^  earryd  to  the  Fort,  and  ezamin'd  as  Spysy  but  after 
threatening  them  with  hanging  if  they  were  ever  found  again  over 
the  mountains,  they  sent  them  baok  widi  the  next  party^  one  of  which 
they  keep  always  out  this  way  to  preyent  Desertions,  get  intelligencei 
SDd  preyent  our  Indian  Trade;  the  French  are  much  alarmed  a^t  the 
news  they'ye  gott  from  our  Indians,  as  we  call  them,  &  from  a  De- 
serter from  Capt.  Dagworthy's  Comp^,  of  great  Leyys  in  New  Eng* 
land,  &  troops  expected  here  from  Briton,  and  ask'd  the  Woodboys 
a  thousand  qnesticms  about  both,  but  they  had  wisely  enough  agreed 
to  pretend  great  ignorance  in  fear  of  contradicting  each  other,  the 
French  calls  this  intirely  an  Indian  Warr,  in  which  they  only  act  as 
auxilarys,  and  told  these  Woodboys  that  had  the  Indians  taken  them 
they  must  have  remained  Slayes  to  them ;  and  as  their  Horses  were 
taken  by  the  Indians,  the  French  would  not  take  them  from  'em ; 
the  party  coming  upon  their  tracts  marched  up  to  them  in  two  bodys 
of  Indians,  six  each,  and  one  of  eight  Frenchmen ;  in  the  morning 
before  they  left  their  fire  tho  Woodboys  ran  immediately  to  Surrender 
to  the  French,  but  the  Indians  Seized  their  horses* 


Thomas  Horsfield  to  B.  Pete&s,  1755* 

Beth",  April  11, 1755. 

I  cane  home  yesterday  about  noon,  when  I  heard  the  Indians,  of 
whom  Mr.  Spangenberg  Informed  the  Goyemor,  had  been  a  day  or 
two  already  in  Beth»,  they  (the  Indians)  had  been  tould  that  I  was 
sent  to  Philad*'  to  acquaint  the  Goyemor  of  their  coming,  and  that  I 
was  Expected  to  Eetum  Eyery  day. 

Mr.  Spanffenberg  being  from  home,  we  consulted  together  what 
was  best  to  do,  &  concluded  to  call  the  Indians  together,  which  was 
done,  ft  I  spoke  to  them  by  their  Interpreter,  Jo  fiibbe,  yz.,  That  I 
came  yesterday  from  Philad*,  &  that  Governor  Shirly  of  Boston,  & 
Goyemor  Delanse  of  New  York,  was  there;  and  y*  our  Governor  was 
going  in  company  with  the  two  former  to  Maryland  to  the  Govemor 
there,  about  some  very  Important  business;  that  the  Govemor 
ordered  a  leter  of  thanks  to  be  wrote  to  Mr.  Spangenberg  for  leting 
him  know  their  coming,  &  also  to  thank  them  for  their  Intended 
▼iait,  k  y*  he  was  Sorey  it  happened  so  y*  his  business  called  hiin 
away  at  this  time,  which  would  deprive  him  of  Seeing  y- j  and  y'  the 

Vol.  II.— 13 
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OoTernor  Expected  the  Six  Nations  to  oome  to  Philad*  to  treat  witb 
him^  &  he  Sopoeed  they  would  pass  throo  their  place,  y  then  thej 
would  have  a  good  opportunity  to  let  the  Ooveraor  know  what  thej 
Desired  of  him.  I  then  left  them,  Seemingly  pretty  well  Satisfied, 
and  I  heard  from  one  of  the  Breth*  y^  understands  some  Indian,  y^ 
Pockshanose,  (y  Chief,)  said  they  would  Betum  home,  which  I  was 
glad  of,  but  thk  ilDoming  I  was  tould  they  was  gone  to  Philad*.  I 
was  Informed  that  two  Irish  Men  pass't  throo  Beth*  after  I  had  been 
with  the  Indians,  and  Spoke  with  Jo  Bibbe,  the  Interpreter,  and 
tould  him,  the  people  in  Pbilad*  Expected  the  Indians,  and  was  glad 
to  bear  they  was  ooming,  and  y*  the  Ooyemor  waited  for  them,  and 
would  be  7ery  glad  to  Siee  them,  &  prest  them  to  make  haste  downe. 
I  should  been  very  glad  you  had  obtained  your  desired  wish,  which 
might  have  been  had  not  the  Men  above  Spoke  with  the  interpreter. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  hum»  Serv*. 

TIM.  HOBSFIELD. 
To  Rich*  Peters,  Esq^, 
at  Philadelphia. 


Gbn.  Braddock  to  Gov.  Mokris,  1755. 

Alexandria,  in  Yirginia,  ^ 
April  15th,  1755.       f 
Sir :  ^ 

As  I  am  iuform'd  there  are  a  Number  of  Indiana  in  your  Province 
that  formerly  Hv'd  near  the  River  Ohio,  &  were  driven  from  thence 
by  the  French,  T  must  desire  You  would  acquaint  them  that  I  am 
now  on  my  March  with  a  Body  of  the  King's  Troops,  to  remove  the 
French  from  their  Incroachments  upon  that  River,  &  to  restore  that 
Country  to  our  Allies,  the  Indians,  &  to  protect  them  in  ye  Enjoy- 
ment of  it.  And  as  those  Indians  must  be  very  well  acquainted  w^ 
that  Country,  &  may  be  very  useful!  to  me  in  the  Course  of  this 
Expedition,  I  must  desire  You  will  prevail  w^^  the  able  Men  of  'coa 
to  join  me  at  Wills's  Creek,  where  they  shall  be  kindly  received,  & 
in  the  Course  of  the  Servioe  furoish'd  with  Necessaries. 

You  will  advise  n^e  of  what  Yom  do  in  relation  to  this  A&ir,  & 
of  the  Number  of  Indians  that  are  to  join  me  from  your  Province,  & 
I  doubt  not  your  Assembly  will  take  care  of  the  Women  &  Children 
'till  the  Betum  of  the  men,  as  they  will  be  very  troublesome  in  thie 
Camp. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  Humble  Servant. 

B.  BRADDOCK. 
Hon^i*  Bob*  Hunter  Morris,  E8q^ 
/rtdbrwi.-^Beferred  to  in  Counwl,  28«  Apr.  1765. 
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Sib  Thomas  £oBi5So;Er  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1755. 

"Whitehall,  16*  April,  1755. 

Sir:       _    . 

The  King  Laving  thought  it  necessary  for  His  Service,  to  order  a 
Squadron  of  Ships  of  War  to  sail  forthwith  to  America,  nnder  the 
Command  of  Vice  Admiral  Boscawen ;  I  am  directed  to  signify  to 
JOQ  His  Majesty's  Pleasare,  that,  in  case  any  Naval  Assistance 
shall  be  wanted  for  the  Protection  of  your  Government,  that  you 
should  apply  for  the  same,  to  the  said  Vice  Admiral,  or  to  Commo- 
dore Eeppell,  who  is  already  stationed  in  America,  or  any  other 
Commander  in  Chief,  for  the  Time  being,  of  His  Majesty's  Ships  in 
those  Seas,  who  will  send  you  such  Assistance,  as  He  may  be  able 
to  do  consistently  with  the  general  service,  &  you  will  regularly  ' 
communicate  to  them  all  such  Intelligence,  as  shall  come  to  your 
knowledge,  concerning  the  Arrival  of  any  Ships  of  War,  or  Vessels 
having  Warlike  Stores  on  Board ;  and  likewise,  all  such  Advices,  as 
may  concern  their  motions  &  Destination,  or  may,  in  any  manner, 
relate  to  that  Part  of  His  Majesty's  Service,  with  which  the  Com- 
manders of  the  King's  Ships  should  be  acquainted,  who  are  properly 
Instructed,  by  the  King's  Order,  to  observe  an  exact  Correspond- 
ence with  you,  during  their  continuance  in  America.  And,  for  the 
better  Execution  of  the  Orders  sent  you  in  this  Letter,  you  will  be 
diligent  in  employing  proper  Persons  &  Vessels,  not  only  to  procure 
the  earliest  Intelligence,  but  likewise  to  be  dispatched,  from  Time  to 
Time,  to  the  said  Commander  of  His  Majesty's  Ships,  with  such 
Accounts,  as  you  shall  have  Occasion  to  communicate  to  Them. 
I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

T.  ROBINSON. 

P.S. — I  have  received  your  Letters  of  Dec'  24  &  29%  &  Janu- 
ary  30«». 

April  16, 1755. 

Indorsed. 
Sir  Tho«  Robinson : 

That  the  King  had  sent  a  fleet  under  Boscawen,  upon  whom,  oi^ 
upon  Com*"  Keppel,  I  am  to  call  for  Assistance. 
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W.  Shiblbt  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1755. 

Dew  Morris : 

I  can't  let  Mr.  Fnmklin  go  without  writioff  a  line  to  jon;  Ha 
will  inform  jon  of  y«  the  Service  he  has  undertaken  to  do  for  the 
General,  &  of  hb  success  in  it.  S'  John  S^  Clair  complains  very 
loudly  of  jour  not  having  causd  a  Road  to  be  made  as  he  has  desird, 
thro'  your  Prov*  to  Will's  Creek.  Be  so  good  as  to  forward  my  Let- 
ters to  Boston.  My  Love  to  Staats.  Let  me  hear  often  from  yoa, 
&  believe  me  ever, 

T"  most  aff>^, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Gov'  Morris,  ^ 

Frederick,  April  23'>,  1755. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon^"  Rob'  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  Pensil- 
vania.    No.  25. 


Gkn'l  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

In  Consequeucc  of  His  Majestys  Royal  Orders  for  his  several 
Gov"  upon  this  Continent,  to  maintain  a  strict  Correspondence  upon 
matters  relative  to  his  Service  at  this  Critical  Conjuncture,  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  observe  to  you,  that  some  weeks  ago,  undoubted 
accounts  arrived  that  the  French  were  fitting  out  at  Brest,  a  strong 
Squadron,  and  Transports  for  a  very  considerable  number  of  Troops, 
the  destination  of  which,  was  Suspected  by  the  Government  at  home, 
to  be  for  North  America.  That  since  then,  wo  have  received  ac- 
counts from  England  of  six  large  men  of  warr  being  sailed  from 
Brest,  with  some  Transports,  and  very  lately  we  have  had  advices  of 
that  number  of  large  Ships  of  warr,  together  with  some  Transport 
Vessels,  being  seen  to  ga  into  the  Harbour  of  Louisbourg. 

If  this  should  be  the  Case,  and  the  French  receive  a  reinforce- 
ment of  Troops  from  Europe  this  Spring,  they  may,  doubtless,  in 
conjunction  with  their  Militia  of  Canada,  soon  have  a  superior  force 
upon  this  Continent,  to  that  of  his  Majesty's  regular  and  provinoial 
Troops ;  and  what  fatal  Effects,  all  the  Colonies,  the  most  Western 
of  them,  more  especially,  may  experience  from  it  in  the  courao  of 
this  year,  is  easy  to  Conceive.  • 

The  two  Last  articles  of  the  before-mentioned  intelligence,  the' 
not  absolutely  certain,  seem  not  improbable,  and  it  highly  imports 
the  Several  Colonies  to  do  their  respective  parts  for  guarding  even 
against  the  possibility  of  such  an  Event. 
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His  Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to  furnish  his  Colonies 
with  npirards  of  Six  thousand  Troops,  (including  the  2000  which  I 
have  lately  raised  in  New  England^  at  the  Expence  of  the  Crowny 
for  the  protection  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  which  all  the  others  are  deeply 
interested,)  for  their  preservation  at  this  crisis  of  their  affairs.  He 
hath  assisted  his  Colony  of  Yirffinia  with  Arms  and  money  besides. 
The  four  Colonies  of  New  Endand,  with  those  of  New  York,  and 
the  New  Jersiea,  are  raising  5000  men  for  an  attack  of  the  Frenck 
Fort,  at  Crown  point,  and  their  other  encroachipents  upon  Lake 
Ghamplain ;  and  have  determined  to  be  at  the  necessary  Charge  of 
engaging  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  in  this  important  enterprise. 
As  to  the  Exact  number  of  troops  raised  by  the  Qovemments  of 
PensyWaiiift,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  two  Carolinas,  I  don't 
certainly  know  it.  But  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  it  is  most  rea- 
sonable it  should  be  at  least  equal  to  the  Number  of  Troops  raised 
in  the  Six  most  Eastern  Colonies,  especially  if  it  is  considered,  .that 
the  driving  of  the  Enemy  from  their  Doors  is  what  has  occasioned 
the  pressent  motions  of  the  English  upon  the  Ohio  and  Oreat  Lakes, 
and  brought  every  part  of  his  Majesty's  Territories  upon  this  Con- 
tinent, into  its  present  dangerous  Situation. 

Tour  Honour  knows  so  well  what  your  Govern^  among  the  rest, 
owes  to  their  king  and  Country  upon  this  extraordinary  occasion  for 
Troops,  to  rid  the  English  Colonies  of  the  dangerous  encroachments 
which  the  French  have  already  made,  and  protect  them  against  the 
farther  Attempts  they  are  now  meditating,  that  I  am  persuaded  yon 
will  press  it  upon  your  Assembly  in  the  strongest  manner ;  and 
Can't  but  hope,  that  they  will  think  themselves' so  interested  in  the 
Common  Cause,  as  to  execute  what  your  Honour  shall  recommend 
to  them  as  their  Duty  for  promoting  it. 

I  am,  with  very  great  Begard, 
Sir, 
Your  Honour's  Most  Humble, 

and  Most  Obedient  Serv*, 
W.  SHIELEY- 

The  Hon"'  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'., 
.     April  24%  1755.    ^ 


W-  Shirlby  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755* 

pear  Morris : 

The  Letter  from  the  General  which*  accompanies  this,  will  suffi- 
eiently  inform  you  of  the  End  for  which  it  is  wrote ;  But  I  think  it 
necessary  to  apprize  you  that  S»  J.  S*.  Clair  has  conceiv'd  great 
Resentm*  at  your  Neglect  (as  he  calls  it)  for  his  Application  to  you 
for  ye  Road  there  mention'd.  If  no  Delay  has  happen'd  in  this 
Matter  thro'  your  default,  as  I  should  not  apprehend  it  had,  I  make 
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no  donbt  yon  will  amwer  any  Letter  he  may  write  to  you  upon  it 
in  Such  manner  as  a  Goyemor  of  a  Province  shonld  do  a  Deputy 
Qnarter  Master  OenK,  and  I  wonid  advise  yon  in  yout  next  Dispatches 
to  ye  Secr'y  of  State  to  Set  this  Business  in  its  fair  &  proper  light. 
I  mention  this  not  to  make  any  difference  between  Sir  John  and  yon, 
Imt  that  if  he  should  be  wrongheaded  enough  to  take  upon  himself 
to  make  any  Representation  of  it  at  homO;  your  Character  may  not 
Suffer  for  want  of  the  Truth  being  known. 

I  am,  Dear  MorriS; 

Y"  Most  Sincerely, 

W.  SHIRLBY. 
Frederick,  April  24, 1755. 

Directed — ^To  the  Hon^^  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Oovemor 
of  Pensilvania,  at  Philadelphia. 


Advbrtibkhent  of  B.  Franklin  for  ^*  Wagcions/'  1755. 

Lancaster,  April  26, 1755. 

WHEREAS  150  Waggons,  with  4  Horses  to  each  Waggon,  and 
1500  Saddle  or  Paek-Horses  are  wanted  for  the  Service  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  now  about  to  rendezvous  at  Wtilt^s  Greek;  and 
his  Ezcellenoy  Oeneral  Braddock  hath  been  pleased  to  impower  me 
to  contract  for  the  Hire  of  the  same;  I  hereby  give  Notice,  that  I 
shall  attend  for  that  Purpose  at  Lancaster  from  this  Time  till  next 
Wednesday  EYeuing  i  and  at  York  from  next '  Thursdag  Morning 
'till  Friday  Evening;  where  I  shall  be  ready  to  agree  for  Waggons 
and  Teams,  or  single  Horses,  on  the  following  Terms,  viz, 

JjL  That  there  shall  be  paid  for  each  Waggon  with  4  good  Horses 
and  a  Driver,  Fifteen  Shillings  per  Diem:  And  for  each  abla  Horse 
with  a  Pack-Saddle  or  other  Sadd||  and  Fomitare,  Two  Shillings 
per  Diem.  And  for  each  able  Horse  without  a  Saddle,  Eighteen 
Fence  per  Diem. 

2dly.  That  the  Pay  commence  from  the  Time  of  their  joining  the 
Forces  at  WiDs's  Creek,  (which  must  be  on  or  before  the  twentieth  of 
Jday  ensuing)  and  that  a  reasonable  Allowance  be  made  over  and 
above  for  the  Time  necessary  for  their  travelling  to  Wilis's  Oreek 
and  home  aCgain  after  their  Discharge. 

idly.  Each  Waggon  and  Team,  and  every  Saddle  or  Pack  Horae 
is  to  be  valued  by  indifferent  Persons,  chosen  between  me  and  the 
Owner,  and  in  Case  of  the  Loss  of  any  Waggon,  Team  or  other 
Horse  in  the  Service,  the  Price  according  to  such  Valuation,  ia  to  be 
jJlowed  and  paid. 
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iihfy.  Ssyen  Days  Pay  h  to  be  advanced  and  paid  in  band  by 
me  to  the  Owner  of  each  Waggon  and  Teami  or  Horse^  at  the  Time 
of  contracting,  if  required;  and  the  Remainder  to  be  paid  by  General 
Braddocky  or  by  the  Paymaster  of  the  Arn^y,  at  the  time  of  their 
Discharge,  or  from  time  to  time  aa  it  ahall  be  demanded. 

bihJ^,  No  Drivers  of  Waggons,  or  Persons  taking  care  of  the 
hired  Horses,  are  on  any  Acoount  to  be  called  upon  to  do  the  Duty 
of  Soldiers,  or  be  otherwise  employed  than  in  conducting  or  taking 
Care  of  their  Carriages  and  Horses. 

6(Uy.  All  Oats,  Indian  Com  or  other  Forage,  that  Waggons  or 
Horses  bring  to  the  Camp  more  than  is  necessary  for  the  Subsistence 
of  the  Horses,  is  to  be  taken  for  the  Use  of  the  Army,  and  a  reason* 
able  Price  paid  for  it. 

Note.  My  Son  WiUiam  Franldin,  is  impowered  to  ent^  into 
like  Contracts  with  any  Person  in  Cumberland  County. 

B.  FBANKLIN. 

•  • 

To  the  InhahxiantM  of  the   Counties  of  Lancaster,  York,  and 
Cumberland. 

Friendz  and  Countrymen^ 

BEING  occasionally  at  the  Camp  at  Frederic  a  few  days  since,  I 
found  the  General  and  Officers  of  the  Army  extreamly  exasperated, 
on  Account  of  their  not  being  supply'd  with  Horses  and  Carriages, 
which  had  been  expected  from  this  Province  as  most  able  to  furnish 
them ;  but  thro'  the  Dissentions  between  our  Governor  and  Assem- 
bly, Money  had  not  been  provided  nor  any  Steps  taken  for  that 
Purpose. 

It  was  proposed  to  send  an  armed  Force  immediately  into  these 
Counties,  to  seize  as  many  of  the  best  Carriages  and  Horses  as 
should  be  wanted,  and  compel  as  many  Persons  into  the  Service  as 
would  be  necessary  to  drive  and  take  care  of  them. 

I  apprehended  that  the  Progress  of  a  Body  of  Soldiers  thro'  these 
Counties  on  such  an  Occasion,  especially  considering  the  Temper 
they  are  in,  and  their  Resentment  against  us,  would  be  attended 
with  many  and  great  Inconveniences  to  the  Inhabitants ;  and  there- 
fore more  willingly  undertook  the  Trouble  of  trying  first  what  might 
be  done  by  fair  and  equitable  Means. 

The  People  of  these  back  Counties  have  lately  complained  to  the 
Assembly  that  a  sufficient  Currency  was  wanting ;  you  have  now  an 
Opportunity  of  receiving  and  dividing  among  you  a  very  consider- 
able Sum ;  for  if  the  Service  of  this  Expedition  should  continue  (as 
it's  more  than  ptobable  it  will)  for  120  Days,  the  Hire  of  these  Wag- 
gons and  Horses  will  amount  to  upwards  of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds, 
which  will  be  paid  you  in  Silver  and  Gold  of  the  King's  Money. 

The  Service  will  be  light  and  easy,  for  the  Army  will  scarce  march 
above  12  Miles  per  Day,  and  the  Waggons  and  Baggage  Horses,  as 
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Ibey  airry  those  Things  that  are  absolutely  ncfbessary  to  the  Welfiire 
of  the  Army,  mudt  inarch  with  the  Army  and  no  faster,  and  are,  for 
the  Army's  sake,  always  plaoM  where  they  can  be  most  secure,  whether 
on  a  March  or  in  Camp. 

If  you  are  really,  as  I  believe  you  are,  good  and  loyal  Subjects  to 
His  Majesty,  you  may  now  do  a  most  acceptable  Service,  and  mako 
it  easy  to  yourselves ;  for  three  or  four  of  such  as  cannot  separately 
spare  from  the  Business  of  their  Plantations  a  Waggon  and  four 
Horses  and  a  Driver,  may  do  it  together,  one  furnishing  the  Waggon, 
another  one  or  two  Horses,  and  another  the  Driver,  and  divide  the 
Pay  proportionably  between  you.  But  if  you  do  not  this  Service'  to 
your  King  and  Country  voluntarily,  when  such  good  Pay  and  rea- 
sonable Terms  are  offered  you,  your  Loyalty  will  be  strongly  sus- 
pected ;  the  King's  Business  must  be  done ;  so  many  brave  Troops, 
come  so  far  for  your  Defence,  must  not  stand  idle,  tbro'  your  back- 
wardness to  do  what  may  be  reasonably  expected  from  you ;  Waggons 
and  Horses  must  be  had }  violent  Measures  will  probably  be  used ; 
and  you  will  be  to  seek  for  a  Recompence  where  you  can  find  it,  and 
your  Case  perhaps  be  little  pitied  or  regarded. 

I  have  no  particular  Interest  in  this  Afiair ;  as  ^except  the  Satis- 
faction of  endeavourmg  to  do  Oood  and  prevent  Mischief)  I  shall 
have  only  my  Labour  for  my  Pains.  If  this  Method  of  obtaining 
the  Waggons  and  Horses  is  not  like  to  succeed,  I  am  oblig'd  to  send 
Word  to  the  General  in  fourteen  Days ;  and  I  suppose  Sir  John  Si. 
Clair  the  Hussar,  with  a  Body  of  Soldiers,  will  immediately  enter 
the  Province,  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid,  of  which  I  shall  be  sorry  to 
hear,  because 

I  am,  very  sincerely  and  truly 

y&UT  Friend  and  Well-wislierf 

B.  FRANKLIN.* 

Indorsed. — ^Advertisement  B.  Franklin  for  Waggons,  1755. 


Lbttbb  prom  to  Sheriff  of  Phil.,  1765. 

Copy. 
S": 

Being  told  y^  you  are  about  to  dischafge  several  of  the 
Kings  Soldiers  now  in  your  Custody,  without  the  consent 
of  their  officers;  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  yon  that  no  sam 
of  money  can  supply  the  place  of  a  soldier  in  the  Kings  army, 
I  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  Consider  the  consequenoe 
of  such  a  Procedure  at*  a  time  like  this,  and  act  with  caution, 
as  this  whole  afiair  is  laid  before  the    Crown,  and  tis  not   inx- 

*  Printed  from  an  original  printed  handbill. 
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probable  that  CTcry  man,  not  diBcharged^  by  dae  oourse  of  Law, 
may  be  required  of  you. 
To  Ja«-  Oooltas,  Esq'., 

Sheriff  of  y  City  &  Co'ty  of  PUlad*. 
28th  April,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

DfL  of  L"--  to  Gap«.  Cooltas,  Sherif;  April  26, 1756. 


B.  Franklin  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sunday. 
Sir:        ^ 

I  imagine  that  a  Line  from  your  Hon'  to  the  Speaker  &  Commit- 
tee, reoommending  the  Affair  of  the  Forage  to  them,  is  all  that  ia 
necessary  to  put  the  Matter  in  a  Way  of  being  done  to  your  and 
Capt.  Leslie's  Satisfaction.  If  yon  think  fit  I  will  convene  the  Com- 
mittee early  to-morrow,  deliver  your  Letter,  and  do  my  utmost  to 
forward  the  Business. 

With  the  greatest  Bespeot,  I  am. 

Your  Hon*"  most  obedient 

bumble  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
Govern'  Morris. 

Indorsed. 

B.  Franklin-^that  he  would  convene  y*"  Committee,  and  advising 
me  to  write  to  them,  which  I  according  did  the  next  d&y. 

Sunday,  May,  1755. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

The  Bowry,  May  2^  1755. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

I  found  it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  spend  this  day  here,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  go  thro  the  business  neoeesary  to  be  finished  be- 
fore I  left  the  Province,  and  I  am  in  hopes  to  be/ible  to  effect  the 
whole,  before  I  leave  it,  w'^  I  purpose  to  do  at  Six  to  morrow  Even- 
ing, w«^  I  am  told  will  be  in  time  to  reach  Maurisis,  if  we  set  out 
then  from  N.  York. 

I  am  concem'd  at  Jack's  telling  me,  you  shall  not  have  time  to 
i&ake  a  Draft  of  my  Instructions  to  Col.  Johnson,  W^  is  a  matter  of 
great  Consequence  and  delicacy,  and  much  more  so  at  hearing  yoor 

18* 
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resolution  to  leave  New  York  before  I  Aall  have  an  Opporionity  of 
consulting  you,  and  shewing  you  my  own  sentim**  upon  it  Yon«re 
sensible  I  must  dismiss  Col.  Johnson  before  I  leave  this  place ;  and 
if  I  might  ask  that  f^ivour  of  yon^  I  shall  be  extremely  obiig'd  to 
yon,  if  I  might  have  an  Opportunity  of  talking  with  you  upon  this 
point  before  you  go. 

In  half  an  hour's  time  I  shall  set  down  to  writing,  and  will  eeme 
to  New  York.in  the  Evening,  to  wut  upon  you  at  such  time  aa  will 
best  suit  your  Conveniency. 
lam, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  oblig'd  and 

obed^  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
P.  S.     I  have  just  now  discovered  that  a  new  Obstacle  is  laid  in 
the  way  of  raising  the  New  York  Levies,  and  I  think  I  mnst  look 

upon  it  as  the  contrivance  of ,  &o.,  Ac.     I  hope  you  will 

give  me  an  Opportunity  of  seeing  you  before  you  go. 
The  Hon"«  Gov;;  Morris. 

Lifforsed. 

Gov'  Shirley,  May  2*,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Johnson,  1755* 

May  8-  1755,  N.  York. 
Sir :  K 

As  I  have  not  been  able,  from  the  Hurry  of  business  you  have 
been  engaged  in,  to  speak  to  you  so  fully  as  I  would  do  upon  the  af- 
fair of  Lydius's  Purchase  of  Lands  in  Pensilvania,  for  some  people 
of  Connecticut,  I  must  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  this  letter  upon 
the  head. 

You  may  remember  the  manner  proposed  effectually  to  distroy 
the  Effect  of  that  Clandestine  transaction  of  Lidius,.&  to  prevent  the 
Like  for  the  future,  was  to  envite  the  Six  nations  to  send  deputys  to 
jrour  House,  to  declare  their  sense  of  that  deed,  and  to  make  an  ab- 
solute conveyance  to  the  Proprietary  of  Pensilvania,  of  all  the 
Lands  within  the  Limits  of  theur  grant  from  the  Grown,  and  M'« 
Delancy  having  |ome  doubts  concerning  the  Northern  bonndaiy  of 
M'.  Penn's  Grant,  I  assured  him  that  I  proposed  to  take  the  deed 
from  the  Indians,  in  the  same  wcwds  with  the  Kings  Grant,  having 
no  intention  to  Extend  the  Province  by  an  Indian  Purchase^  fnrtlMr 
than  the  Bounds  expressed  in  the  Eoyal  Charter  wonld  carry  it. 
This  I  believe  has  satisfied  M'.  Delancy,  as  he  has  made  no  fuxAmr 
objection  to  the  things  for  canying  it  therefore  into  ExeeetioD. 
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I  piopoBe^  that  agreeable  to  y(mr  friendljr  offer  of  asaistanee  it 
this  affair.  That  yoa  should  invite  Six  nations  to  your  House,  Ei« 
ther  solely  upon  this  subject,  or  Joyn  this, invitation  with  the  one 
yoa  are  to  send  them  upon  tbe  Public  Service^  or  take  no  Notice  of 
it  in  tbe  Invitation  as  you  shall  Judge  best,  &  That  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  let  me  know  the  time  appointed  for  their  being  at 
your  House,  that  I  may  send  proper  Commissioners  to  transact  this 
matter,  under  your  advice  and  assistance.  Gov'  Shirley,  to  whom  I 
have  fully  communicated  this  matter  is  of  opinion  that  the  making 
this  Purchase,  at  the  time  of  your  meeting  with  them  upon  other 
matters  will  be  very  proper,  and  not  in  ^e  least  to  interfere  with 
the  Public  service. 

As  to  the  consideration  I  think,  besides  a  sum  of  money  down 
there  must  be  an  annual  payment  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  to  be 
agreed  on  at  the  meeting,  in  which  your  advice  will  have  great 
weight  with  me  and  the  Persons  employed. 

1  have  orders  from  the  Proprietarys  of  Pensilvania  to  return  you 
tlieir  thanks  for  the  part  you  have  taken  in  this  affair,  and  to  beg 
tlie  Continuance  of  your  good  offices,  which  you  may  be  assured  wiU 
meet  with  the  most  grateful  return  from  them. 

I  am,  &c. 
Indorsed. 

JHi  Letter  to  Coll.  Johnson",  about  Lidius's  Purchase,  and  the 
meeting  with  the  Indians  at  his  House. 

2  May,  1756. 


Gen.  Braddock  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Winchester,  May  the  4th,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Captain  Rutherford  at  Will's 
Creek,  acquainting  me  that  an  open  Trade  is  carry'd  on  with  the 
French,  from  Reastown  and  Aghwick,  within  your  Government,  by 
means  of  the  Indians  in  their  Alliance  j  That  they  are  thereby  sup- 
pled with  powder  and  whatever  they  have  occasion  for,  &  receive 
ail  the  Intelligence  they  desire ;  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  Consequence 
that  this  Trade  should  be  immediately  suppressed,  I  must  desire  you 
to  use  your  utmost  Endeavours  to  put  an  effectual  Stop  to  it. 

The  indos'd  Copy  of  a  Complaint  from  one  Arthur  Delap  which 
-I  also  received  from  Captain  Rutherford,  will  show  you  the  insolent 
k  traiterous  Behaviour  of  some  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Frontier 
of  your  province ;  Immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  Will's  Creek  I 
shall  take  ^em  into  Custody,  if  you  have  it  in  your  power  to 
punish  'em  with  the  Severity' that  their  Crime  deserves,  they  shall 
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be  delivered  into  your  Hands,  if  not,  I  shall  find  ont  some  -etkod 
of  dealing  with  'em  mjself. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  Humble  & 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

E.  BBADDOCBL 

imZorwc?.— General  Braddock. 

In  Council,  12  May,  1756,  N.  31.— Copy'd. 


Copy  of  Bond  on  thb  Part  op  Pennsylvania  to  the  Kino 
POR  Arms,  &o.,  1765. 

This  Indenture  made  the  fifth  day  of  May  in  the  ^9*  J^^'^^J^^^^^ 
Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  *^%Sec<>^J*'^y/^^^?T^^^^ 
God  King  of  Great  Britain,  France  &  Ireland  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  &C.T  Between  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Master 
General  of  his  Majesty's  Ordinance,  &  the  principal  Officers  of  ine 
same  on  the  behalf  of  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty  on  the  oae 
part,  &  James  Hamilton  and  John  Mifflin  of  the  City  of  PhiUdel- 
phia  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Esquires,  on  be^lf  ot  tw 
Government  of  the  said  Province  on  the  other  part,  Witoessetfi, 
That  the  said  James  Hamilton  &  John  Mifflin  have  received  out  ot 
His  Majesty's  Stores  within  the  Office  of  Ordinance  at  Boston  m 
New  England,  Six  hundred  Firelocks,  600  Bayonets,  600  Cartoach 
boxes,  Fifteen  barrells  of  Powder,  Three  Tuns  of  Musket  BaU  « 
five  thousand  Flints  for  the  defence  of  the  said  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  hereby  Promise  on  behalf  of  the  said  Province  to  be 
accountable  to  the  said  Master  general  &  principal  officers  of  nis 
Majesty's  Ordinance  for  all  the  said  Arms  &  Accoutrements,  &  that 
the  same  shall  be  returned  (such  only  as  shall  be  lost  by  inevitable 
accidents  in  actual  Service  only  excepted,)  to  His  Majesty's  Conip- 
troller  of  the  Ordinance  in  North  America,  in  such  place  and  at 
such  time  as  shall  be  appointed  by  his  Excellency,  William  Shirley, 
Esq'.,  Commander  in  chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  there,  or  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  same  for  the  time  being,  &  that  all  defi- 
ciencies in  the  said  Arms  &  Accoutrements  (except  as  before  is  ex- 
cepted,) shall  be  made  good  by  the  Government  of  the  aforesaid 
Colony.  In  Witness  whereof,  the  said  James  Hamilton  and  John 
Mifflin  have  set  their  hands  and  Seals  the  day  and  year  above  men- 
tioned. 

JAMES  HAMILTON,  [L.  S] 
JOHN  MIFFLIN,  [L.  S.] 
*  See  Gov'rs  answer,  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.  p.  380-881. 
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Settled  &  delivered  in  the  Presence  of 
BiCHARD  Peters, 

Secretary. 
Jo.  Turner. 

Copy. 
Indorsed. — 5th  May,  1756. 
Copy,  Bond  by  way  of  Indenture  to  his  Majesty  on  reoeiving 


Gen'l.  Ass'y.  of  Conn.— Memorial  of  Saml.  Hazard*  for 
Western  Lands,  1755. 

Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgij  2"  28*»' 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  his 
Majestys  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New  England,  in  Ame- 
rica, holden  at  Hartford,  in  sscid  Colony^  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
May,  Annoque  Domini^  1755 

Whereas,  Samuel  Hasard  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
Province  of  Pensylvania,  Merchant,  by  his  Petition  or  Memorial 
preferred  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  this  Colony,  in  the  Ses* 
aions  of  this  present  Assembly,  hath  shown  that  he  hath  projected 
a  Scheme  for  settling  a  New  Colony  within  his  Majestys  Dominions, 
to  begin  at  the  distance  ow«  ir«Mi<fr«i  Miles  ....  toesiward  of  the 
wsUHy  Boundaries  of  Pensylmma,  and  thence  to  extend  One 
handred  miles  to  the  westward  of  Missisipi,  and  to  be  divided  from 
Virginia  and  Carolina  by  the  great  Chain  of  Mountains  that  run 
along  the  continent,  from  the  North-East  to  the  South-West  parts 
of  America,  and  hath  represented  and  set  forth  the  ends  and  mo« 
tivesas  well  as  the  general  Plan  thereof,  and  that  as  it  is  apprehended 
the  said  Country  era  considerable  part  thereof  is  situate  and  compre- 
hended within  the  ancient  Lines  and  Boundaries  of  the  Grant  made 
by  the  Royal  Charter  given  by  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the 
Second,  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  this  Colony,  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two,  so  there 
may  arise  an  Objection  against  his  proceeding  in  so  important  an 
undertaking  unless  the  same  be  removed ;  And  therefore  has  peti- 
tioned this  Assembly  for  a  grant  or  release  to  him  of  such  Right  or 
Claim  as  b,  or  may  be  supposed  to  be  vested  in  said  Governor  and 
Company,  that  he  might  without  any  Objections  from  that  Quarter 
makB  bis  Humble  Application  to  his  Majesty  for  his  Royal  Grant 
and  favour  in  the  Premisses  for  the  end  and  purposes  aforesaid,  as 
by  the  said  Memorial  and  Scheme  thereunto  annexed,  reffcranco 
thereto  being  had  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

*  Grandfather  of  the  Editor. 
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Whereupon  this  Court  having  taken  the  matcer  into  their  aerioiu 
consideration,  and  apprehending  the  settlement  of  a  Colony  in  the 
County  aforesaid,  with  such  Limits  and  Boundaries  as  his  Majesty 
shall  think  proper  on  the  plan  aforesaid,  or  in  some  measure  agree- 
able thereto  for  the  investing  and  security  of  the  Rights,  Properties 
and  Priviledges  of  the  Settlers,  will  greatly  promote  his  Majeitjs 
Interest,  secure  his  Dominions  and  have  a  most  happy  tendaney  for 
the  protection  and  Defence  of  the  British  Plantations  in.  America, 
and  be  an  Eminent  means  to  win  and  invite  the  Natives  of  the 
Country  to  the  Knowledge  and  Obedience  of  the  only  true  Ood  and 
Saviour  of  Mankind,  and  the  Christian  Faith,  and  therein  answer 
•that  which  is  expressed  in  the  said  Royal  Charter  to  be^  the  pf incipal 
End  of  this  Plantation.  Therefore  this  Court  do  most  humbly 
Recomend  the  said  Samuel  Hazard  and  those  who  may  undertake 
with  him  in  this  great  and  important  design  to  his  sacred  Majesty's 
gracious  Notice  and  favour,  and  if  it  may  be  oonsistant  with  bis 
Royal  Wisdome  and  Pleasure  to  order  and  direct  the  Settlement  of 
a  Colony  in  the  said  Country  or  part  thereof,  and  grant  unto  the  said 
Petitioner  and  those  who  shall  engage  therein,  such  Lands,  Rights, 
Priviledges  and  Immunities  as  his  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased 
to  determine  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  This  Court  do  declare  their 
free  consent  thereunto,  and  for  promoting  so  extensive  and  benefi- 
cent design,  do  freely  relinquish  and  give  up  to  the  said  Samuel 
Hazard  for  himself  and  in  Trust  for  those  concerned,  and  to  be  en- 
gaged therein,  all  the  Right,  Claim  or  Challenge  that  is  or  may  be 
made  to  such  Country  or  Territory  as  his  Majesty  shall  Judge  pro- 
per to  settle  as  aforesaid  by  the  Opvernor  and  Company  aforesaid  or 
may  from  them,  that  no  objection  or  obstraotion  may  arise,  be  made 
or  suggested  against^  so  great  Service  for  our  King  and  Country  on 
Account  of  such  Claim  or  Right,  or  by  pretence  and  Colour  thereof. 

Provided,  the  Petitioner  Obtain  his  Majesty's  Royal  Grant  and 
order  for  settling  the  said  Colony,  and  proceed  therein  under  and 
according  to  such  Limitations,  Restrictions  and  Orders  as  his  Majesty 
shall  be  pleased  to  appoint. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  public  Records  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut. 

Examin'd  By 

GEORGE  WYLLTS,  Secret'y. 
«  Thifl  belongs  to  MSS.  Copies  from  Connectwut,  Vol.  I.,  in  Secry's.  ofiot. 
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Gen'l  Ass'r  OF  Conn.,  on  Petition  of  Susquehanna  Co., 

1755. 

Anno  Bcgni  Segis  Georgij  2^  28^''' 

Ai  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  hii 
Majesty's  English  Colony  of  Connecticat  in  New  England,  in  Ame- 
rica, holden  at  Hartford,  in  said  Colony,  on  the  2'  Thursday  of  May 
Anno  Domini,  1755. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Phineas  Lyman,  Eoger  Wolcott,  Jun'., 
Samuel  Gray,  Abraham  Devennort,  E8q^,  and  others  their  Associ- 
ates, to  the  number  of  about  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty,  known  by  the 
Name  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  by  their  Agents  George  Wyllys, 
Daniel  Edwards,  Samuel  Talcott,  Thomas  Seymour  and  Eliphaiet 
Dyer,  representing  that  this  Colony,  according  to  the  express  Limits 
of  its  Royal  Charter  is  in  extent  from  the  Naragansett  Bay  on  the 
East, -to  the  South  Sea  to  the  West,  and  on  the  Sea  ^Shore  on  the 
South  to  the  Line  of  the  Masachusctts  Province  on  the  North,  that 
within  and  towards  the  western  parts  of  its  Limits,  are  and  Time 
immemorial  have  been  large  numbers  of  the  Indian  Natives,  com- 
monly called  the  Sis  Nations,  dwelling,  improving  and  claiming  a 
large  extent  thereof. 

That  a  certain  large  parcell  of  such  their  Claim  situate  and  lying 
on  the  Waters  of  the  Susquehanna  about  Seventy  Miles,  North  and 
South,  and  from  about  Ten  Miles  East  of  said  River,  Extending 
Westward  two  Degrees  of  Longitude,  they  said  Nations  finding  not 
necessary  for  their  own  use  have  for  very  valuable  Consideration  beeft 
induced  to  relinquish  and  sell  to  the  said  Petitioners,  and  that  some 
well  ordered  Plantation  in  so  near  a  Neighbourhood  to  said  Nations 
might  most  likely  be  a  means  to  Cement  and  fix  tjiem  in  friendship 
with  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  and  that  they  the  said  Indian  Nations 
are  desirious  such  Settlement  might  be  promoted  and  carryed  on  as 
being  conducive  to  their  Interest  and  Safety. 

And  thereupon  praying  the  consent  of  this  Assembly  that  his 
Majesty  if  it  be  his  royal  Pleasure,  Grant  said  Lands  to  the  Peti- 
tioiTen  and  their  Associates,  thereon  to  Erect  and  settle  a  Colony 
for  the  more  effectual  securing  said  Indians  in  his  Majesty's  Interest 
and  Defence  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions  in  North  America,  with 
Liberty  of  further  purchases  of  said  Indians  to  said  purpose  as  oocAf- 
sion  may  be. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  they  are  of  Gpinion  that  the 
peaceably  and  Orderly  Erecting  and  carrying  on  some  new  and  well 
regulated  Colony  or  Plantation  on  the  Lands  abovesaid,  would  greatly 
tend  to  fix  and  secure  said  Indian  Nations  in  Allegiance  to  his 
Majesty  and  Friendship  with  his  Subjects,  and  accordingly  hereby 
manifest  their  ready  Acquiescence  therein,  if  it  should  be  his  Majestys 
Royal  Pleasure  to  Grant  said  Lands  to  said  Petitioners,  and  there- 
upon Erect  and  SetHe  a  New  Colony  in  such  Form  and  under  such 
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regulations  as  might  be  consistant  with  his  Royal  Wisdom^  and  abo 
take  leave  humbly  to  reoomend  the  said  Petitioners  to  his  Royal 
Favour  in  the  premisses. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  public  Records  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Examin'd  By 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secret'y. 

In  full  Testimony  to  the  Truth  of  the  several  Copies  by  me  at- 
tested, which  are  contained  in  this  Roll,  the  public  Seal  of  .the  State 
of  Connecticut  is  hereunto  affixed  at  Hartford  in  said  State,  this  2* 
day  of  October,  Anno  Dom.  1782. 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secret'y.* 

[  SEAL.  ] 


Thomas  and  Bichabd  Pbnn  to  Gov.  Mokris,  1755* 

Sir, 

It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  we  find  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives refuse  to  pass  such  a  Bill  for  raising  a  Supply  to  His  Majesty, 
as  you  can  give  your  assent  to :  but  in  a  time  of  so  great  danger  to 
the  publick. safety,  we  think  it  by  no  means  proper  to  remain  easy 
under  such  a  refusal,  and  therefore,  do  hereby  require  of  you,  im  me- 
diately on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  call  the  Assembly,  and  demand  of 
them  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  Supplys,  to  be  applyed  as  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  shall  direct,  and,  in 
case  they  should  refuse  and  adjourn,  you  are  to  call  thorn  again 
immediately,  and  renew  your  said  demands  upon  them  on  the  alle- 
giance which  they  owe  to  the  Crown,  and  so  continue  to  do,  as 
often  as  they  shall  adjourn,  without  complying  with  his  Majesty's 
Orders.  This  you  are  to  acquaint  them  you  do  by  our  express 
direction,  and  we  desire  you  will  avoid  entering  into  any  disputes, 
and  confine  yourself  to  make  the  necessary  demands  in  the  most 
pressing  manner. 

We  most  strictly  injoin  you  to  take  every  method  in  your  power 
to  assist  the  Common  Cause,  and  as  an  enoouragement  to  our  Ten- 
ants, who  may  be  able  and  willing  to  serve  against  his  Majesty's 
Enemys,  Let  it  be  immediately  notifyed  in  the  most  publiok  man- 
ner, that  such  of  them  as  shall  so  assist  in  their  own  persons,  shall 
hold  their  Lands  free  of  all  Quit  Rents  for  the  time  of  such  their 
respective  Service. 

*  See  note  on  p.  802. 
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We  expect  and  believe  that  you  will  carry  these  Orders  into  eze* 
eafeion  with  the  utmost  zeal,  and  remain 

Your  very  affectionate  Friends, 

THO.  PENN, 
BICH'D.  PENN. 
London,  May  10th,  1755. 
Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Directed. — To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.| 
lieutenant  Goyemor  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Parsons  to  R.  Peters,  1755. 

Easton,  May  the  10th,  1755. 
Bif, 

The  Lieut*  of  Cap*  Parker's  Comp»  in  Coll*  Sbyler's  Regiment 
has  been  beating  up  for  Yolenteers  in  this  Town  and  would  gladly 
have  taken  our  Prisoners  out  of  Gaol,  who  are  very  willing  to  go, 
but  as  I  had  not  receivied  your  answer  to  my  last  Letter  I  could  not 
consent  to  their  enlisting.  I  am  now  every  Day  upon  the  dry  Land 
and  have  Tenants  ready  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  Tracts  that  are 
laid  out.  Please  to  favour  me  by  a  Line  or  two  with  what  further 
Instructions  the  Proprietaries  have  sent  by  the  last  Ship  from 
London  concerning  the  dry  Lands.  Mr.  Chapman  is  removed  with 
his  Family  into  this  County,  and  I  persuade  my  self  he  will  be  of 
great  use  in  those  parts,  especially  if  the  Governor  should  think  fit 
to  include  him  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  I  am  Sir, 
Your  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 

Rich*.  Peters,  Esq'. 

Direction. — ^To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

By  the  Favour  of  Lewis  Gordon,  Esq'. 


Thomas  Pbnn  to  Gov.  Moeris,  1755. 

Bir, 

I  write  this  to  take  its  chance  by  any  Ship  for  America,  to  inform 
you  that  on  Tuesday  the  Address  of  the  Assembly  came  on  to  be 
heard  by  Counctt  before  the  Lords  of  Trade,  when  their  Council 
bent  the  force  of  their  Argument  against  the  King's  Instructions, 
tho'  not  mentioned  in  the  Remonstrance  and  spent  the  greatest  part 
of  their  time  upon  that  point,  they  did  not  shew  any  particular  In- 
struction from  us,  or  prove  that  we  had  given  any,  or  produce  any 
other  proof,  but  relyed  on  the  Address,  we  on  our  part  denyed  we 
had  given  any  Instruction  that  was  an  infringement  of  the  Charter 
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or  of  duagerous  ooDseqoen^e  to  the  British  Interost,  inaisted  on 
refusing  to  commuDicato  Instraotions  to  the  Asaemhlj,  hut  deolared 
ourselves  willing  to  Lay  them  before  the  King  and  his  Ministers 
privately^  if  their  Lordships  were  not  satisfied  with  our  declaration  } 
the  Council  that  appeared  on  your  part,  for  we  thought  it  not  proper 
for  our  Council  to  say  any  thing  in  support  of  Royal  Instmotions, 
pleaded  the  Royal  Instruction,  S'  Dudley  Ryder's  opinion  upon  it^ 
fu&d  the  Aot  of  Parliament  for  the  Eastern  Governments.  I  had  no 
reason  from  what  passed  to  fear  a  Report  in  favour  of  the  Assembly, 
but  the  next  morning  I  thought  it  proper  to  wait  upon  the  Board, 
to  declare  the  great  concern  I  was  under  that  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania should  distinguish  itself  by  a  conduct  so  disobedient  to  the 
Royal  Command,  that  I  had  never  given  any  Instruction  to  prevent 
the  Assembly's  granting  supplys  to  the  Crown,  on  the  contrary  had 
given  Instructions  to  you  to  press  them  for  Supplys,  and  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  for  the  common  Cause,  and  that  I  was  ready  to 
shew  the  Boai^  all  the  Instructions  we  bad  given  if  they  had  any 
doubt  remaining  or  desire  to  see  them.  My  Lord  Hallifax  declared 
that  they  were  fully  satisfied  with  my  conduct,  had  no  reason  to 
believe  I  had  given  any  improper  Instructions,  and  thought  I  acted 
a  part  very  much  to  my  own  honour  in  coming  to  the  Board  and 
personally  making  that  declaration,  and  they  would  take  care  to 
represent  it  accordingly.  They  entered  into  Conversation  on  some 
part  of  your  proceedings,  which  we  bad  printed  together  with  the 
Minutes  of  the  year  before,  to  shew  by  the  several  Questions  for  a 
Supply,  (to  which  they  had  subjoined  the  Names  of  the  Members,) 
how  very  zealous  they  were  to  comply  with  the  King's  Orders,  and 
with  regard  to  the  Law  for  five  years  in  the  Eastern  Governments. 
They  were  of  opinion  your  argument  upon  it  was  of  very  groat 
weight,  and  I  am  well  satisfied  they  will  report  their  opinion 
strongly  in  favour  of  it ;  my  Lord  Hallifax  of  himself  taking  notice 
that  the  only  reason  for  not  including  Pennsylvania  in  that  Act 
was  as  the  Paper  Money  of  that  Province  was  issued  on  another 
foundation,  the  fund  on  which  it  was  established  was  certain,  and  the 
ill  consequences  attending  the  emissions  of  the  other  sorts  in  the 
Eastern  Governments,  not  attending  it,  there  was  no  necessity  for 
restraining  us;  I  have  since  seen  Mr.  Paris  who  has  been  informed 
by  Mr.  Pownal  that  the  Board  has  ordered  a  Report  to  be  drawn  up 
in  the  strongest  Terms  against  the  Petitioners,  so  that  there  is  not 
the  Least  doubt  but  they  will  be  most  severely  censured. 

As  this  is  the  case,  which  we  fully  expected,  We  think  it  abao* 
lutely  neoessary  to  press  the  Assembly  in  season  and  out  of  season 
to  grant  Supplys,  aivi  are  advised  to  it  by  some  very  good  Friends 
here,  for  which  purpose  you  have  herewith  an  order  from  us  to  cail 
them  together,  and  make  the  necessary  demands,  you  have  a  right 
to  do  This,  and  we  desire  yon  will  not  in  the  least  consider  what  is 
said  by  them  and  their  party  on  the  occasion,  for  if  they  will  not  do 
what  is  right  the  more  indecent  their  behaviour  is  the  better^  as  it 
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may  be  attended  with  good  oonsequences  here,  both  to  the  cause  and 
to  yourself,  whose  proceedings  are  much  approved  of  bj  the  Board 
of  Trade ;  therefore  you  will  steadily  pnrsne  the  Basiness,  withoat 
Buffering  yourself  to  lose  your  Temper,  by  the  answers  you  may 
meet  with,  and  repeat  the  same  to  the  next  Assembly,  if  it  does  not 
•ot  a  more  dutiful  part,  not  giving  up  the  point  you  fixed  yourself 
to.  I  shall  write  you  by  all  oonveyanees,  and  send  a  Copy  of  the 
Report  when  it  comes  out.  When  you  write  next  to  gi?e  me  an 
aeeount  of  what  you  shall  db  in  this  Business,  inform  me  what  you 
ba?e  done  with  the  Money  raised  in  the  Lower  Oonntys.  I  enclose 
you  a  Letter^  wrote  which  should  have  gone  by  the  last  Ships  at 
the  desire  of  my  good  Friend  Mr.  West  of  the  Treasury,  whose 
Friend  I  wish  to  serve.  I  am 
Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

London,  May  10th,  1T55. 

I  desire  you  will  send  for  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Hockley,  and  give 
them  your  advice  about  seizing  for  Arrears  of  Quit  Rent,  which  I 
think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  do,  as  the  party  have  thrown  out 
their  intention  to  enter  into  combinations  to  oppose  our  recovering 
our  Rents.  I  should  have  told  you  that  Mr.  Henley*the  Council 
for  the  Address,  told  his  Clients  he  would  not  ask  for  the  sight  of 
oar  Instructions,  the  demand  being  such  an  one  as  ought  not  to  be 
complyed  with,  which  was  the  general  opinion  of  every  body. 

P.  S.  The  Letter  enclosed  herein,  and  the  last  by  Captain  Shade 
differ  a  little  from  the  first,  and  were  altered  to  make  them  more 
perswasive,  wherefore  we  desire  you  will  make  use  of  them. 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

liuJbrseJ.-— May  10th,  1755,  Mr.  Penn. 


Mr.  Pbtbrs  to  William  Shirley,  Secretary  of  Gen. 
Brabdock,  1766. 

Sir: 

I  own  myself  under  no  small  uneasiness  at  not  having  received  a 
line  from  you.  The  whiling  time,  you  know,  is  always  a  disagree- 
able one,  but  the  good  natui^  man,  the  moment  he  sees  a  good  Pin- 
Bet  come  in,  thinks  nothing  of  what  is  past,  but  falls  to,  eats  hear- 
tily, and  if  hia  Entertainer  be  ohearful  and  affectionate  accepts  every 
fatare  Invitation  with  Pleasure.  In  this  temper  I  found  myself  at 
tU  close  of  your  Letter,  perfected  delighted  with  my  Fare^  and  ift 
^igh  hopes  of  the  continuance  of  a  good  Table. 

It  was  an  unlucky  Incident  that  I  was  not  come  up  to  the  Oo- 
rernon  when  they  sett  off  from  Annapolis.  M'.  Franklin  and  I 
Were  indeed  desired  bj  our  Governor  to  follow,  but  then  We  must 
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kaTe  brooght  along  mih  Us  Heaps  of  People,  who  as  they  vere 

invited  by  the  several  Governors,  would  have  expected  Civilities,  thai 
in  such  a  Plaoe  and  at  such  a  time,  cond  not  have  been  convenient^ 
and  therefore  we  thought  it  best  to  stay  where  we  were. 

Governors  Shirley  and  Morris  were  pleased  to  tell  me,  that  I  waa 
depended  upon  for  Intelligence  of  the  situation  of  Indian  affairs  on 
the  Ohio,  and  desired  me  to  muster  up  all  my  Knowledge  of  thia 
sort  in  order  to  oommunicate  it,  if  asked,  to  the  Council,  and  as  In- 
dian Business  seems  to  me  to  have  beeit  little  understood,  and  not 
enough  attended  to  by  the  Government  of  Virginia,  I  believe  I  could 
have  been  of  some  Service. 

By  a  Letter  I  have  seen  from  Cap^  Rutherford,  no  Indians  have 
been  employed  as  Scouts  and  Messengers  to  the  several  Tribes  of 
Indians  living  beyond  the  Ohio,  which  I  am  surprised  at,  as  thia 
shoud  have  been  taken  care  of  the  moment  Gov  Dinwiddle  was  fur- 
nished with  the  means ;  it  is  true,  these  Services  consume  a  greafc 
deal  of  money;  and  those  who  are  at  first  employd  will  some  of  them 
deceive,  but  money  ought  not  to  be  spared,  &  tho  some  would  have 
proved  unfaithful,  yet  others  woud  not,  but  have  detected  the  false 
ones  &  supplied  better  in  their  stead. 

Bribery,  among  the  Indians  no  more  than  among  the  French,  is 
not  deemed  a  crime,  but  a  mark  of  respect,  and  a  proof  that  you 
know  their  Importance,  &  whoever  neglects  it  is  impolitic  &  will 
suffer. 

I  have  been  led  into  a  mistake  by  imagining/ that  Gov'  Dinwiddie 
had  laid  a  Scheme  to  procure  a  meeting  at  Winchester  between  the 
Southern  &  Northern  Indians,  &  that  such  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  se- 
veral Nations  that  were  known  to  be  well  affected  to  the  English, 
had  been  previously  engaged  to  attend  this  meeting. 

Certainly  some  general  meeting  was  necessary  and  expected  by  the 
Indians,  that  both  they  and  We  might  see  what  number  were  for 
and  what  against  the  French  Encroachments,  &  in  case  it  shoud 
have  appeared  that  a  majority  was  on  the  Side  of  the  French,  then 
it  might  have  been  prudent  to  have  tried  to  bring  the  Indians  over 
to  a  general  neutrality — ^and  it  is  the  opinion  of  M'.  Weiser,  our 
Indian  Interpreter,  and  my  own,  that  this  could  have  been  effected^ 
^and  would  have  saved  the  General  an  immense  Trouble,  &  the 
Crown  an  heavy  expenoe. 

But  as  matters  now  stand,  and  the  General  is  already  now  on  his 
inarch,  I  know  no  better  method  than  that  yon  are  in,  namdy,  to 
employ  M**.  Croghan,  M'.  Montour,  M'.  Frasier,  and  others,  who 
have  influence  over  the  Indians,  &  must  certainly  know  their  dispo- 
sitions, and  try  to  get  as  many  as  you  oan ;  tho  I  have  very  poor 
hopes,  because  tho  the  Indians  have  been  maintained  at  a  great  ex- 
pence  by  this  Province,  and  have  during  the  whole  Winter  been 
passing  between  tho  French  Camp,  &  their  Place  of  Residence  at 
Aucquick,  yet  they^have  brought  no  material  Information,  and  de- 
clined, if  not  refused,  to  attend  the  Comm**  to  survey  the  coontrj^ 
in  ordicr  to  find  out  good  Places  for  Boads. 
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At  tlie  opening  of  this  Spring  I  ezpeoted  H'.  Grogban  would 
ImTe  reeeived  answers  lirom  the  Twightwees,  Owendats,  Piankis- 
hawB,  and  other  Tribes  of  Western  Indians,  to  whom  this  Govern-* 
ment  had  sent  Messages  in  the  Fall,  bat  if  he  has  reeeived  their 
aoflwers  he  has  not  commnnioated  them,  &  perhaps  (loes  not  chnse 
to  do  it  till  he  oomes  to  the  Gamp.  Some  of  these  Indians  will  oer- 
tainlj  be  witl)  the  army,  at  least  to  watoh  your  motions  and  observe 
whether  yon  are  bkely  to  snoceed^  and  if  so,  to  strike  in  when  they 
can  asenre  themselves  of  Safety. 

Within  two  days  after  our  Governors  Return  from  Alexandria, 
•n  Express  was  dispatched  to  M'.  Groghan,  with  Messages  to  all 
ihe  Tribes  of  Indians  with  whom,  this  Province  has  an  Interoonrsey 
to  repair  forthwith  to  the  General  and  receive  his  Orders,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  but  every  thing  was  dispatched  in  the  very  quickest 
manner. 

By  M'.  Evans's  map,  which  he  has  enclosed  in  this  Packet  to 
you,  the  Gount^  to  the  West  of  Ohio  will,  I  think,  be  pretty  well 
known,  at  least,  well  enough  for  your  present  Use.  It  will  imme- 
diately occur  to  you  that  Sbippensburgh,  not  Will's  Greek,  woud 
have  been  the  most  convenient  Place  for  the  Gamp,,  as  well  on  acco* 
of  health  &  Provisions,  as  nearness  of  Situation  &  Roads  over  the 
mountains,  plentiful  Supplies  are  to  be  had  there,  and  you  would 
have  been  as  near  your  Place  of  destination,  and  have  saved  the  Ex- 
pence  of  Garriage,  which  is  almost  as  much  as  the  Price  of  the  Pro- 
visions. 

Sir  W"-  Pepperel  has  only  two  companies  of  one  hundred  men, 
and  eight  more  of  26  private  men  each,  but  as  his  officers  have  had 
pretty  good  Success  in  recruiting  in  this  Province,  I  hope  he  will 
soon  com  pleat  his  Regiment. 

It  is  a  terrible  misfortune  that  the  arms  are  not  arrived  from  Eng- 
land at  Boston,  since  the  Forces  are  ready  to  embark  for  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  purely  detaind  on  that  account. 

The  French  have  no  doubt  heard  of  the  Eastern  designs,  &  will 
not,  I  think,  venture  to  part  with  any  of  their  Force  to  the  Ohio. 

By  not  receiving  any  advices  from  England,  it  looks  as  if  there 
were  Negotiations  for  an  amicable  Accommodation  of  differences  be* 
tween  the  two  Gourts,  and  that  you  may  be  employed  to  receive 
peaceable  possession  of  the  Ohio. 

They  have  News  at  New  York,  by  Way  of  S*.  Augustine,  that  the 
English  are  cut  off  in  the  Honduras  &  their  Vessels  taken,  &  that 
all  trade  is  knocked  on  the  head ;  if  this  be  true,  the  King  of  Spain 
is  not  so  much  our  Friend  as  his  Majesties  Speech  woud  make  be« 
lieve. 

M'.  Franklin  has  had  excellent  Success,  &  I  suppose  you  may 
have  not  only  Wageons  enough,  but  single  Horses,  and  then  your 
march  over  the  Huls  will  be  pleasant— dont  take  your  notions  of 
the  country  from  that  dismal  inhospitable  Place,  Will's  Greek — ^The 
farther  yon  advanco  the  more  Grass  you  will  find,  and  a  finer 
country. 
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I  am  the  most  oonoertied  about  the  Roads,  but  Sir  John  SInchiir 
may  pretead  what  he  pleaees,  he  wrote  to  tho  Governor  about  it  for 
the  first  time  in  February,  &  by  his  order  I  went  immediately  with 
the  Letter  to  the  Speaker,  who  said  it  would  be  time  enough  to  oon- 
aider  this  Matter  when  the  House  met,  &  tho  the  Lower  Counties 
another  Government,  under  M^  Morris,  had  given  a  thousand 
Pounds,  yet  the  Speaker,  who  is  joined  with  the  Governor  in  the 
disposition  of  that  money  was  absent,  as  far  as  the  Gapee,  upon  Bu- 
siness, that  is  150  miles  off,  and  did  not  return  till  the  10**  March, 
&  on  the  twelfth,  after  conferring  with  him,  the  Gov'  issued  his 
Commission  for  the  Survey  of  the  Roads. 

Whatever  eomes  to  my  Knowledge  that  will  yield  any  Intelli- 

rnce  or  Entertainment  will  be  communicated  by  all  opportunities. 
We  shall  want  to  hear  from  you  as  much  as  you  can  from  Us. 
My  Prayers  are  for  the  General  and  all  under  him,  that  they  maj 
reap  Glory  and  enjoy  Health. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
PhUad*,  12**'  May,  1755. 

Indorsed, 

Copy — Lre  to  M'.  W"-  Shirley,  Secry  of  General  Braddock. 
12  May,  1755. 


Wm.  Shirley  to  Gov'r  Morris,  1755.  - 

Dear  Morris, 

It  is  with  ye  utmost  difficulty  I  ever  find  time  to  write  a  Line  to 
you.  The  Gen*,  wrote  you  four  days  ago  by  M'.  Leslie,  in  w«*  I 
doubt  not,  you  will  give  w*  assistanoe  you  can.  This  goes  by  an 
Express  to  Franklin  of  your  Province,  who  has  been  of  ye  greatest 
Service  in  procuring  Horses  &  Waggons  for  ye  Forces.  He  has  already 
done  much,  but  we  are  oblig'd  to  have  recourse  to  him  for  further 
Assistance,  and  doubt  not  you  will  help  him  if  he  ha^  any  occasiou 
for  von.  Inclos'd  is  a  Receipt  belonging  to  Mr.  Alexander,  w«^  I 
ought  to  have  deliver'd  to  you  at  Alexandria.  We  shall  stay  here 
I  imagine,  a  fortnight  longer,  tho'  we  shall  go  as  soon  as  is  possible 
for  us.  If  you  ean  send  me  any  Ace*  of  ye  Situation  of  Military 
Affairs  to  ye  Northward,  I  beg  you  would  let  me  have  it. 
I  ean  only  add  that 

I  am, 

Dear  Morris, 

Most  Sincerely  y*, 
W.  SHIRLEY. 
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I  oan  bak  honour  Franklin^  for  je  last  olaiue  of  his  Advar- 

(iBein^*. 

Wilb*B  Creek,  May  14, 1765. 

'  Direction. 

To  the  Hoa^  Rob*.  Hanter  Morris,  Esq*-,  LieutF*  Oovemor  of 
Pensilvania,  at  Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Thomas  Penn,  1755. 

May  15, 1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  JQst  time  to  tell  you  by  a  ship  that  sails  this  day  for  Brir- 
tol,  that  Qen^  Braddock  is  march'd  for  Fort  Cumberland  and  pro- 
poses to  leave  it  early  in  next  month,  before  whieh  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  subsist  bis  Horses,  and  then  the  grass  in  the  woods  will  bo 
m  forwardness  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  opening  a  road  from  Shippensbnrg,  westward  to  the  Forks 
o{  the  Yohiagany  and  to  Fort  Cumberland,  which  I  hope  to  have 
fioish'd  by  the  time  they  will  be  wanted,  as  there  are  now  a  hundred 
men  at  work,  and  I  have  sent  Mr.  Peters  up  with  orders  to  employ 
as  many  more  a^  He  thinks  necessary.  The  Committee  of  the  As- 
sembly, have  engaged  that  the  Assembly  will  be  at  the  Charge  of. 
opening  these  roads,  but  if  they  should  not,  Gen^  Braddock  has 
promis  d  to  repay  me.  There  are  one  hundred  &  fifty  waggons  and 
about  six  hundred  Horses,  gone  from  this  province  to  the  army,  the 
hire  of  which  the  Gen*  is  to  pay. 

p  In  addition  to  the  operations  mentioned  to  yon  in  my  last,  it  was 
agreed  at  the  Congress  which  was  held  at  Alexandria,  That  Gov. 
Shirley,  with  his  own  and  S'  W".  Pepperill's  regiment,  should  attempt 
the  reduction  of  the  French  fort  at  Niagara,  to  facilitate  which,  and 
to  secure  the  navigation  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  there  are  two  schooners 
to  be  built  upon  it,  and  Sawyers  and  Carpenters,  with  Smith's  Iron 
and  all  the  neeessarys  are  already  sent  to  Oswego  for  that  purpose. 

The  Government  of  New  York,  from  what  Cause  I  know  not,  are 
very  backward  in  their  preparations  for  the  Crown  point  Expedition, 
for  tho'  it  is  now  seven  weeks  since  the  Assembly  resolved  to  tak  3 
part  in  that  enterprise  &  to  raise  800  men  for  that  purpose,  nothing 
is  yet  done,  neither  the  men  raised,  the  battoes  built,  nor  the  Train 
of  Artillery  prepared.  *  ^        ^ 

Mr.  Allen  and  some  others,  concerned  in  the  Gap  Mine  in  which 
you  are  interested,  are  inclinable  to  go  to  work  upon  it  again  -,  they 
think  and  so  do  I,,  that  it  may  be  worked  to  advantage  bj  the  Help 
of  a  fire  Engine,  one  of  which,  the  Schuylers  at  a  very  great  ex- 
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penoe  liaTa  erected  at  tbdr  mine.  I  think  also^  that  the  Tltriel 
-  water,  with  which  I  am  told  that  mine  aboands,  may  be  tumM  to^ 
•ccoant.  If  you  do  not  incline  to  be  concern'd  in  this  nndertakins 
jourBelf,  I  will  bay  or  lease,  the  whole  or  a  part  of  your  Share,  and 
beg  you  will  give  Mr.  Peters  directions  about  it,  as  I  am  now  ia 
treaty  for  some  small  shares,  which  will  not  be  worth  holding  onlesa 
I  have  some  others. 

I  shall  write  you  fully  by  Mesnard,  who  will  sail  in  about  a 
week.  • 

Inclosed  you  have  the  survey  of  the  roads  as  they  are  returned  to 
me  by  the  Gomm**  I  have  Employed  upon  that  Service,  &  I  have 
only  time  to^ Assure  you  that 

I  am,  &c., 

Philad'a,  May  15, 1755. 

P.  S.     CoU^  Peter  Schuyler  with  500  men  raised  in  N.  Jersey, 
b  to  go  under  Gov^  Shirley  to  the  attack  of  Niagara. 
Lulorsed. 

Dft  to  Mr.  Penn,  May  15, 1755. 

Sent  by  the  Catherine,  Cap^  Moncricp  to  Bristoll,  put  on  board 
at  Chester  by  Billy. 

May  19th,  1755,  )  Sent  by 
Made  Duplicate,    j      Cap".  Lyon. 


Robert  Ormb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

D'  Sir  : 

The  Bearer,  Cap*  Airs,  is  the  Grentlemen  ^appointed  by   the 

General  Engineer  to  Col*.  Johnson,  he  has  seen   Service,  which 

made  his  Excellency  desirous  of  sending  him.     He  joined  us  this 

day  only,  from  an  out  Party. 

The  General  begs  the  faver  of  you  to  give  him  all  Assistance  in 

*  Thiamine  is  near  the  "Gap*'  in  Lancaster  Co.,  and  the  operations  which 
had  been  discontinued,  haTe  been  resumed  under  the  auspices  of  a  Company 
chartered  by  the  Legislature,  April  8,  1851.  See  laws  1851,  p.  869.  This 
mine  *'was  discoyered  by  a  German,  named  Tersey,  in  or  before  1782," 
and  a  grant  of  land  made  by  John  Penn  to  Got.  Hamilton  and  others,  aad 
«*  an  account  of  the  Copper  Springs  lately  discovered  in  Pennsylvania,  by 
Jno.  Kietty,  M.  D.,  was  in  1756,  communicated  by  P.  ColHnson  to  the  Philo- 
sophical Society  of  London."  VoL  4,  part  2,  page  648.  They  were  worked 
for  a  few  years,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  an  engine  to  free  them  from  water, 
the  operations  were  discontinued.  In  1797,  proposals  were  issued  in  a 
pamphlet  for  forming  a  Company  to  work  mines  in  the  U.  S.,  by  B.  HeoA^y, 
and  amongst  them,  &is  mine.  It  is  in  a  Volume  in  the  Philadelphia  Library, 
No.  9125,  and  has  lately  been  reprinted  by  those  Interested  in  the  mine.  It 
will  be  seen  by  Mr.  Penn*s  reply  to  this  letter^  July  2,  that  he  was  unwilliiis 
to  sell  his  share,  but  would  rent  it. 
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fiwwarding  of  hin^to  Now  Yorlc,  as  the  Time  is  pressing.    Oca 
Sificere  and  good.  Friend  Shirley  desires  his  Serviee^  and  I  am, 
D'  Sir, 

Y'  most  obed'  &  hxm^^  Sev*, 

BOBT.  OBME. 
Will's  Creek, 
May  17**. 
To  the  Hon*^°  Gov'  Morris. 

/nrforaecf.— May  17%  1755.    Bobert  Orme. 

—       -?,:     %' 

R.  Peters  to  Gov.  Morris,  VI^j^A  \y  g^  i|^^   i 

Honoured  Sir:  I    '  t»^  ^^ 

I  am  got  so  fiir  on  my  Boad,  and  fortanateQ^et 
Armstrong,  who  informs  me  that  there  are  bat  sixtvw&Ai 
Road,  that  no  other  Gommiss"  is  there  but  Mr.  Burd,  wW^s  nof, 
one  may  well  suppose,  equal  to  such  a  Task,  tho'  a  yery  good  man, 
k  well  disposed  ;  it  will  be,  therefore,  necessary  to  assemble  the 
CommissF*  and  the  members  of  the  County  to  advise  what  to  do,  for 
at  the  rate  they  go  on,  &  Mr.  Burd  does  his  best,  they  will  not 
fiaish  this  Six  months,  seven  miles  being  only  cut  in  ten  days,  and 
the  Ezpence  will  be  considerable  each  man  reckoning  his  Provisions  & 
other  necessaries,  will  stand  in  five  shillings  ^  day. 

Pr^  write  to  Mr.  Shippen  to  eneage  what  hands  he  can  &  send 
them  up,  &  take  what  measures  shall  appear  best  to  engage  more,  for 
this  County  is  exhausted  200  having  inlisted,  and  others  in  one  branch 
or  other  of  the  publick  business.  I  beg  a  fiill  Letter  from  your  honour 
empowering  me  to  do  what  shall  appear  necessary,  in  conjunction 
^  Com»  &■  members  of  Assembly  who,  I  think  with  Mr.  Francis 
West,  should  be  joyn'd  to  ye  Com", 
lam 

You/  Honour's        ^ 

Most  obedient 

^  humble  Serv*, 

BICHAKD  PETEBS. 
Shippensburg, 
Saturday  Even., 
17  May,  1755. 

iaeforscc?.— May  17'^  1755.    Bich*  Petew.  ^ . 

Vol.  II.— 14 
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Wm.  Albzandbb  &  L.  MoBBis  TO  Gov.  Shiblet^  1755. 

New  York,  May  17%  1755. 
May  it  please  Your  ExoeH'y : 

Cap*  Hood,  in  tbe  Jamaica  Sloop-of-Wap,  arrived  here  tb'e  13<* 
Inst,  from  Yircinia,  with  officers  for  the  two  Vessels  to  be  bailt  at 
Osweego,  sent  by«Commodore  Eeppel,  with  sundry  stores,  a  List  of 
which  Your  Ezcell'y  has  here  inclosed,  by  which  you  will  observe  that 
there  js  Canvas  but  no  sails  made,  as  we  have  not  the  dimensions  of  the 
Masts  &  Yards,  and  know  notwhether.they  are  to  be  Schooners,  Suows 
or  Gallys.  I  consdted  with  Cap^  Owen,  who  is  to  have  the  Commo- 
dore, who  agreed  with  me  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Service  to 
send  to  your  Excellenoy  for  directions  relating  to  the  Sails,  that  they 
may  be  made.  As  there  are  no  Seamen  to  come  from  Virginia,  shall 
be  glad  of  your  Excellency's  Orders,  if  they  are  to  be  procured  here, 
what  Encouragement  we  must  give  them,  being  apprehensive  that 
no  Sailor  will  go  from  hence  for  the  same  pay  they  have  in  his 
Majesties  Navy.  Many  Stores  and  necessarys  will  be  wanted  for 
both  Vessels,  which  are  not  come  from  Virginia,  nor  are  thej  noted 
in  the  List  which  Your  Excellency  del*^.  Mr.  Alexander  shall  ex- 
pect  your  Excellency's  directions  whether  we  are  to  procure  such 
things  as  Cap*  Owen  will  require  of  us  for  that  Service.  Mr.  Alex* 
ander  set  out  for  Albany  on  Monday  last  to  Forward  the  Battoes, 
and  to  dispatch  the  Workmen^  procure  Pease  and  Carriages.  We 
have  sent  from  hence  two  Smiths,  seventeen  Carpenters,  Eight  Saw- 
yers, one  Millwright  and  one  Wheelwright :  if  your  ExeeQencv  thinks 
it  necessary  to  send  more  Workmen  from  henee,  they  shall  be  sent 
on  the  first  notice.  Most  of  the  Articles  Your  Excellency  Ordered 
us  to  procure  are  purchased,  or  Tradesmen  employed  to  make  them. 
We  have  bought  300  Barrels  Pork  and  300  Barrels  Beef,  500  of 
which  are  already  gone  to  Albany  with  the  Cordage  sent  from 
Philadelphia,  a  list  of  which  is  Inclosed.  About  100,000  weight  of 
Bread  We  have  Ordered  to  be  bought  at  Philadelphia  to  be  sent 
round,  as  we  found  our  Bakers  advanced  tbe  Price,  so  high  it  would 
come  Cheaper  from  thence.  Cap*  Broadstreet  was  not  detained  a 
Moment  by  us.  We  furnish'd  him  with  every  Article  your  Excel- 
lency ordered  us  to  purchase  for  him.  The  Powder  from  Vtrghkia 
We  have  ordered  into  the  Powder  house  here,  apprehending  it  dan- 
gerous to  send  it  to  Albany  before^the  Officers  and  Men  go  up,  the 
Canvass  we  have  also  landed  here,  idl  the  other  articles  will  this  day 
be  sent  to  Albany.  WiU  it  not  be  expedient  that  a  Party  of  Sir 
Will"*  Pepperel's  Regiment  be  ordered  to  Guard  Cap*  Owen  with  the 
OMcers  and  Stores  for  the  Navy  to  Osweego,  if  so  Your  Excellencj 
will  be  pleased  to  give  your  directions  accordingly. 
I  am  for  W.  A.  &  self,  &c.j 

L.M, 
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New  York,  May  24«,  1755. 
May  it  please  Your  Exeell'j : 

I  did  myself  the  Honour  to  write  Your  Exceiry  tbe  last  Post, 
and  on  the  20**  received  your  favour  of  the  .14**  by  Express,  on 
Receipt  of  which  I  furnished  Barbeen  with  a  Fresh  Horse  for  Phila- 
delpbia,  with  your  Excell'*  Packet^  and  have  wrote  the  Commission- 
ers there  not  to  send  auy  Beef  round.  We  have  received  from 
tbence  399  Barrels  Bread,  90  barrels  Pork,  50  Hogsheads  of  Bum, 
116  Barrels  Meal,  and  26  Barrels  Beef,  which  is  all  sent  to  Albany 
addressed  to  Mr.  Moses  Emerson.  In  his  absence,  to  Robert 
Saunders,  Esq',  by  order  of  the  Commissioners  at  Philadelphia.  If 
any  more  Beef  should  come  we  shall  observe  Your  ExoeH'y  Orders 
bj  disposing  of  it,  and  advising  Your  Exoeiry  thereof.  Mr.  Owen 
and  Mr.  Bradley,  the  Gentl.  appointed  by  Commodore  Eeppel  to 
Command  the  Vessels  to  be  built,  have  been  with  me  to  know  how 
they  are  to  be  furnished  with  Money,  to  pay  the  Maintenance  of 
themselves  atid  other  officers  &  Servants,  ten  in  Number,  during 
there  stay  here,  if  it  be  Your  Excel lencys  pleasure  tliat  we  supply 
them  &  Charge  it  to  the  Navy  Account,  it  shall  be  obeyed.  We  are 
getting  every  thing  ready  with  the  utmost  speed. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c., 

for  Alex'  4;  self. 

L.  M. 
Indoned, — May  17  &  24*'*,  1755.     Copy  Letters  Lewis  Morris  te 
Gov  Shirley.- 

Inclosed  in  Mr.  Alex"  Lre  of  the  8*^  Jutie. 


BioHARD  Peters  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Shippensburg,  18  May,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  desired  James  Armstrong  to  write  to  you  and  as  he  is  perfectly 
acquainted  with  ye  whole  affair  of  the  Boads,  his  Information  & 
Sentiments  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  proceed  upon.  Perhaps  a 
new  Commissioner  will  noi  be  neeessary,  &  may  breed  Confusion.  I 
shall  send  an  Express  if  necessary  after  seeing  men  on  the  Spot, 
or  at  Jeast  send  a  Letter  to  Carlisle  to  go  by^the  next  Post  ' 

I  hear  one  half  of  the  Horses  from  the  County  of  York  are  poor 
k  unfit  for  Service  &  will  be  rejected. 

S'.  Jn«.  S^  Glair  went  to  discover  a  new  Bead,  but  finding  nane 
returned  to  the  General,  and  they  concluded  to  take  the  old  Boad  to. 
the  Meadows. 
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I  shall  not  wait  on  the  General  till  I  have  settled  the  matter  of 
the  Roads,  w"^  will  take  me  three  days  at  least. 

I  hear  bat  a  poor  Aocoant  of  the  Indians  of  this  ProTin<$e.     CaI-» 
lender  says  he  met  Jn""  Qist's  son  in  his  Return  from  Carolina,  & 
he  brings  an  account  that  4  or  500  Southern  Indians  will  engage 
with  and  assist  General  Braddock^  but  I  doubt. 
I  am 

Your  Honour*s 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

I  am  at  a  loss  where  a  Letter  will  find  me.  I  believe  the  Camp  is 
the  likeliest  place,  where  I  propose  to  be  some  time  this  week^  &  to 
stay  if  convenient. 

Directed* 

To  the  Honourable  Morris,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  Phikdelpbia. 

Indorsed,— M&j  IS^,  1755.     Rich*  Peters. 


Gov.  Morris  to  the  Gommiteb,  1755. 

-  Philad*.,  May  19%  1755. 

Gent". :  . 

I  herewith  send  you  a  letter  I  receivd  on  Fryday  last,  from  Gen^ 
Braddock,  desiring  my  assistance  to  Mr.  Leslie,  who  he  has  sent 
into  this  Province  to  Purchase  a  quantity  of  Oats  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  under  his  command,  part  of  which  he  tells  me,  he  has  given 
directions  to  contract  for  in  the  back  countys.  I  cannot  but  think 
it  will  be  for  the  Honour  of  the  Province,  to  furnish  the  forage 
wanted,  and  therefore  recommend  the  thing  to  you,  and  desire  jou 
will  let  me  know  what  you  do  in  this  anair,  that  I  may  govern 
myself  accordingly,  as  to  the  Gen^  request,  to  supply  Mr.  Leslie  with  "" 
money.    I  am^ 

Gent", 

Tour  Humble  Serv*.* 

To  Isaac  Norris,  Evan  Morgan, ' 

Joseph  Fox,  Esq'*,  and  others. 

Committees  of  the  Assembly 

of  Pensilvania. 
Indorsed. 

Coppy  to  the  Committee,  May  19"»,  1755.    No.  41. 

♦  See  Colon.  Rcc,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  894. 
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Wm.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765.^ 

Fort  Cumberland,  May  21, 1765« 

Dear  Morris : 

The  General  writes  to  my  father  by  this  opportunity,  approving 
of  his  taking  Col.  Schuyler  &  y*  Jersey  Forces  under  his  own  par** 
ticalar  command;  also  to  Mr.  Belcher  acquainting  him  therewith. 

You  have  wrote  very  properly  to  the  General,  with  regard  to  y* 
Road  to  y«  Yaughyanghani,  &  set  your  Conduct  in  a  .very  &ir  light, 
&  Buoh  an  one,  as  at  least,  cannot  deserve  censure.  I  am  persuaded 
S' John  will  not  be  in  an  Hurry  in  making  Representations  toEng''. 
He  has  reoeivd  from  y  Qeu\  what  i»  calld,  in  y*  Language  of  y* 
Camp,  a  Set  dovm  upon  this  Affair.  •  Tho'  I  must  inform  you,  that 
jou  naight,  thro'  his  means,  have  rece'd  a  Letter,  (unreasonable  as 
it  wonld  have  been,)  very  disagreeable  to  you,  had  it  not  been  for  y*  - 
iDterference  of  your  Friends  here ;  In  w**,  however,  I  think  there  was 
Friendship  shown,  rather  to  y'  writer  of  tho  Letter,  than  yourself. 

I  inclose  you  a  Subscription  for  Mr.  Evans's  Map  taken  as  you 
will  see  instantly  upon  my  Receipt  of  it,  &  will  be  answerable  to 
you  for  y*  payment.  I  cannot  possibly  write  to  him  now,  but  am 
much  obliged  to  him  for  it.  It  is  owing  to  my  Hurry  of  Business 
that  there  are  not  many  more  Names  to  it.  I  may  very  probably 
send  em  before  we  move  from  hence. 

I  cannot  at  present,  find  your  kst  Letter  to  me,  nor  recollect  y* 
whole  of  it.  I  shall  write  to  you  again  before  we  go.  Orme  always 
desires  his  siAceresfr  Regards  to  you.  It  is^not  easy  to  give  you  a 
picture  of  y«  Business  we  do,  or  of  y«  manner  in  w^^  it  is  done.  I 
ao  not  look  upon  it  to  be  always  transacted  in  y  most  masterly 
way,  but  considering  all  Circumstances^  believe  it  may  have  its 
merit.  I  have  wrote  a  Letter  for  the  Gen*  to  Gov'  De  Lancey,  w** 
ia  not  of  y«  ceremonious  kind.  I  think  he  deserves  it,  and  believe 
he  will  not  be  at  all  troubled  at  receiving  it  I  have  form'd  an 
opinion  of  that  man,  w""^  is  so  much  y"  worse^  as  I  look  upon  him,  to 
have  abilities.  *  \ 

I  have  been  told  you  want  nothing  to  carry  all,  points  you  can 
desire  in  your  Gov*",  but  Condescension  to  your  people )  that  you 
ever  propose  to  'em  what  is  reasonable  &  right,  but  don't  take  suffi- 
oient  pains  to  convince  'em  it  is  so.  I  never  will  hear  a  possibility 
of  joor  being  to  blame  without  telling  you  of  it.  In  this  case,  you 
know  me  better,  than  to  imagine,  I  conclude  you  ace  so.  But  till 
you  tell  me  you  are  not,  I  will  venture  to  tell  you,  y^  you  possibly 
may  Recollect  only  that  men  of  superior  sense  have  a  great  deal 
to  answer  for,  and  Fools  are  v*  Creatures  for  whom  they  are  account* 
able.  These  have  a  strict  Right  to  receive  from  men  of  sense,  y* 
Benefit  of  accidental  advantages,  w'^  Providence  has  unequally  dis* 
tributed.  They  are,  besides,  entitled  to  Compassion,  more  so,  than 
the  poor  Man  is,  who  asks  you  for  youx  Money,  for  he  may  probably 
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he  destitute  thro'  his  own  fault.  I  shall'  say  no  more ;  yon  must 
excuse  me,  if  my  Love  for  you,  makes  me  ever  jealous  of  your 
Character. 

I  had  forgot  to  observe,  that  if  y*  800  Men  from  New  York,  are 
not  raised,  Johnson's  Expedition  may  be  disappointed.     However, 
y«  other  is  y*  Attempt  of  most  importance,  and  I  think  y*  Disposi- 
tion of  Schuyler  &  his  Forces  must  be  right.    I  am, 
Dear  Morris, 

Most  Affecti9nately, 

Yours, 
W.  SHIRLEY.* 
Orme's  Complim**. 


Conrad  Weiser  to  Sec't  Petors,  1765. 

Sir: 

My  Son  Sammy,  is  coming  to  you  with  two  Indian  Boys,  the 
Sons  of  Jonathan  Gayienquiligoa,  a  noted  Mohawk,  that  can  read 
and  vrrite  in  his  Language,  well-known  to  you ;  he  is  Poor,  and 
Prays  that  you,  with  the  Gentlemen  Managers  of  the  Academy,  will 
teach  them  to  Read  and  write  in  English,  and  to  provide  Necessaries 
of  Life  for  them,  during  their  Stay  in  Philadelphia,  which  will  be 
as  long  as  it  will  require  Time  to  teach  them.  That  the  bigest  of 
them  IS  a  very  Intelligiable  Boy,  and  good-natured ;  the  other  is 
not  so,  but  more  of  an  Indian,  and  something  cross,  aa  his  Father 
says.  If  you  could  prevail  with  Mr.  Heintzelmann,  my  Son-in*Law, 
for  a  few  weeks  to  Bord  with  4iim,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Lads, 
because  my  Daughter  is  somewhat  used  to  the  Indians,  and  under- 
stands here  &  there  a  Word;  then  afterwards,  you  can  put 
theni  where  you  Please.  The  bigest,  his  Name  is  Jonathan,  .and 
the  others  Name  is  Philip.  I  believe  their  Father  will  let  them  stay 
long  enough  to  learn  the  English  to  Perfection,  provided,  proper 
Care  is  taken  of  them,  which  f  hope,  wont  be  wanting. 

Jonathan  wanted  me  to  go*  to  Philadelphia  with  the  Boys,  but  I 
thought  Sammy  could  do  as  well.  The  Indians  on  Susquehannah 
are  Starving,  and  have  almost  nothing  to  Eat,  because  the  Deers  are 
Scarse.  He  thought  to  have  had  an  answer  before  now,  oonoeming 
their  Petition  to  the  Governor  for  some  Provision,  and  the  Fencing 
in  of  a  Corn  Field. 

French  Margret,  with  some  of  her  Family,  is  gone  to  the  English 
Gamp  in  Virginia,  and  her  Son  Nicklaus  is  gone  to  Ohio,  to  the 
French  Fort.  I  suppose  they  want  to  join  the  strongest  Party,  and 
are  gone  for  Information.  The  Indians  that  are  with  the  French  on 
OhiO;  are  chiefly  Anakunkis,  Neighbours  to  New  England;  aad 

■    *  Son  of  Got.  S.  i 
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Mither  tboy,  dot  the  Best,  (I  oan't  learn  their  Number,)  will  be 
^e  to  the  French,  as  thej  give  ont  to  our  Indians.  The  other 
Indians  on  Ohio,  think  our  Troops  march  too  slow.  They  say  they 
will  be  glad  to  see  the  French  drove  away  from  Ohio.  This  Report 
was  brought  by  one  of  Jonathans  Sons,  from  Ohio;  he  was  not  in 
the  French  Fort;  he  was  afraid  of  coming  nigh  it,  but  the  Indians 
thereabout  have  told  him  so. 

I  wrote  to  the  Governor  last  week  about  the  Indians  Petition ;  I 
hope  he  has  received  my  Letter.  The  Indians  should  have  an  an- 
swer. What  can  I  say  to  them  without  having  it  from  the  Goviernor 
or  Assembly  ?  and  they  are  continually  plagueing  me  for  an  answer, 
which  I  hope  you  will  8end,^if  you  can,  by  this  opportunity.  I  have 
nothing  to  ad'd^  but  am^ 

.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant. 

Heidelberg,  May  the  19«», 
1765. 

P.S. — ^Tachnechdorus,  sent  word  by  Jonathan  for  me  to  Come  up 
to  Shomockln^  that  the  Indians  had  something  of  Importance  io  lay 
before  me. 

I  understood  since,  by  Jonathan,  that  Bereral  messages  had 
arrived  at  Otsuacky,  Arom  the  English  army  or  Virginia,  (as  was 
said,)  with  strongs  of  Wampum  to  forwam  the  Indians  on  Susque- 
hana,  not  to  Come  nigh  the  army,  for  fear  of  being  taken  for  French 
Indians,  and  to  stay  where  they  are. 

Directed. 

^  To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Pen- 
sllvania,  in  Philadelphia. 

Indoned. 

I,  Conrad  Weise^,  19  May,  1765. 


COMMITTEB  TO  THE  GoV.,  1756. 

May  it  Please  the  Governor, 

The  money  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Assembly,  (to 
whom  the  Governor  is  pleas'd  to  direct  his  letter,)  for  the  purchase 
of  Provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  service  of  the  King's 
Troops,  is  all  laid  out,  and  expended  agreeable  to  the  Trust  reposed 
in  them.  And  we  have  no  Power  over  any  other  Publick  money, 
nor  can  procure  any,  as  the  Assembly  is  risen  and  gone  home.  But 
if  the  Governor  approves  of  it,  We  are  willing,  as  private  persons,  to 
advance  the  money  that  may  be  necessary  on  this  Occasion,  as  well 
as  to  use  our  Endeavours  to  have  Forage  purchased  &  carried  to  Will's 
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Creek  from  time  to  time,  as  it  may  be  wanted,  upon  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms  that  can  be  obtain'd :  Not  doubting  but  that  General 
Braddock  will  duly  reimburse  us. 

Jam*.  Pkbibeeton, 

Philad*  19**  5**  mo.,  (May,)  1755.  Isaac  Norris, 

Jos:  Fpox, 
Joseph  Stretch, 
B.  Prankun, 
Wm.  Cullender, 
Peter  Worrall. 

Letter  from  the  Committee  to  the  Governor.  No.  42. 


Minutes  op  a  Meeting  near  the  Sugar  Cabins,  1755 

At  a  Meeting  near  the  Sugar  Cabbins,  in  Auckquick,  on  Tuesday, 
the  20*»'  May,  1755. 

I^resent: 
Mr.  John  Armstromo,  Mr.  Wm.  Buchanan, 

Mr.  James  Bird,  Mr.  Joseph  Armstrono, 

Mr.  John  Smith,  Mr.  Richard  Peters. 

M'.  Peters  opened  his  Business,  telling  the  Gent"  y*  yeLre.  to  ye 
Gov'  from  ye'Com"  only  arrived  on  Friday,  late  at  night,  9**^  Instant. 
The  Gov'  arrived  ye  same  night,  &  on  Saturday  Mom  ye  Lres.  were 
read,  and  it  was  oonoluded  y*  ye  Seory  shou'd  go  to  ye  place  where 
ye  Roads  are  opening,  see  what  is  doing  &  what  is  wanted,  confer 
w*^  them  &  wait  on  the  General. 

The  Roll  called  over  Morning  &  Evening  i. 

108  Workmen,  besides  ye  Overseers  &  Waggoners  &  their  Over- 
seer.    . 

M'.  Peters  found  them  10  miles  from  Anthony  Thompson'i^  w** 
IS  from  Shippensburff  28  miles— in  all  38. 

Roads  in  common  30  feet  wide. 

Considered  w'  they  shou'd  carry  the  same  breadth.  Resolved, 
NC,  y^  for  Expedition  sake  ye  Roads  may  be  run  20  feet  wjde,  & 
in  stony  &  marshy  Places  10  feet  wide — &  if  found  necessary  to  be 
made  wider  on  the  return,  after  consulting  ye  General. 

What  Methods  must  be  taken  to  procurfe  more  hands  f 

Mentioned  y*  ye  General  be  appl/d  to,  to  know  if  he  can  spare 
any  of  his  people,Tioneers,  &c.,  but  at  wonst  fresh  advertisements 
to  issue,  &  if  possible  ye  Gov'  to  use  compulsion — none  to  serve  less 
y  2  weeks,  &  all  to  be  taken  in  y*  will  serve  more. 

No  workman  to  be  asked  to  inlist, 

'*  See  page 816. 
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W{ietber  as  they  proceed  they  can  w*^  safety  do  it  without  proper 
force,  and  if  it  is  thought  not,  &  Jr*  ye  General  be  wrote  to. 
What  number  of  Comm"  ? 

The  Health  of  ye  People.   Fresh  Meat  or  something.    Chocolate, 
Tea,  Coffee,  Sugar,  Wine,  Rum,  Spades,  Bread,  Bisket,  Axes. 
Men  to  be  sent  to  Sideling  Hill. 
A  Second  sort  for  Overseers. 

C  M'.  W^*".  Smith,  near  Justice  Allisons.    One  of  ye  Com'* 
New  of  ye  County. 

Com"  1  M'.  Francis  West,  of  Carlisle. 

M'.  John  Byars,  nigh  Arch :  M' Alister's. 
Jn«.  Armstrong  &  M**.  Buchanan  declared  they  oou'd  not  Con- 
tinue in  the  Service.     Considered  who  to  name  in  their  Places,  ancl 
M^  Francis  West,  M'.  W".  Smith,  &  M'.  Jno.  Byers  were  thought 
ye  properest  people. 
What  Sum  will  it  take  to  finish  ye  Business  ? 
Baggs,  Stilyards,  Bread  or  Biskets  ?  ' 

James  Lindsay,  reo'  of  Provisions. 

• 
Indorsed — 

Proceedings  of  B.  Peters  with  Com'*  for  Opening  Roads  ftt  ye 
Sugar  Cabhins. 


W.  Shielky  to  R.  Ptees,  1755. 

Bear  Sir, 

I  can  do  little  more  at  present  than  return  you  many  Thanks  for 
your  Letter  by  M'.  Franklin.  I  could  have  wish'd  it  had  happened 
to  have  been  in  your  Power  to  have  accompanied  ye  Gov'  to  Alex- 
andria, as  I  am  perswaded  you  would  have  given  us  great  Assistance, 
I  am  not  greatly  aol|uainted  myself  with  Indian  Affairs,  tho'  enough 
to  see  that  better  Measares  with  regard  to  'em  might  &  ought  to 
have  been  taken ;  at  least  to  ye  Southw'.  As  things  are  now  a 
Neutrality  is  out  of  ye  question :  ab*  50  from  ye  Frontier  of  y 
Proy'.will  go  w^  us;  also  Croghan  &  Montour,  who  assure  us  that 
a  considerable  Number  will  join  us  here  or  follow  us. 

Croghan  tells  me  he  has  yet  had  no  Answer  from  ye  Twightwees, 
£%  but  is  in  daily  expectation  of  it;  I  dare  say  your  Conjectures 
irith  regard  to  the  Conduc't  they  will  observe  are  not  mistakes.  We 
were  made  to  believe  at^ Williamsburg  that  ye  Catawbees  would  cer- 
tainly be  with  us ;  but  I  am  afraid  we  have  been  deceived.  Croghau 
rec*  three  days  ago  a  Belt  of  Wampum  &  Speech  from  Col.  Johnson 
fcr  ye  Six  Nations  &  their  Allies  in  these  parts,  w*^  we  hope  naay 
have  good  effects.  Upon  our  Arrival  at  this  Fort,  we  found  Indian 
Affairs  so  ignorantly  conducted  by  Col.  Innes,  to  whom  they  were 

14* 
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oommiUecly  that^  Novioes  as  we  were,  we  have  taken  'em  into  our 
Managem*.  It  is  not  for  me  to  remark  what  might  or  what  ought 
to  have  been  done  for  ye  Security  of  ye  Gen^  Sucocss,  or  for  his  Ease 
in  oondncting  ye  present  Expedition,  (as  it  is  call'd)  in  ye  most 
effectual  manner  for  ye  Purposes  intended  by  it  Here  we  are  &  I 
imaffine  shall  move  from  heare  in  ab*  a  fortnight.  The  Difficulties 
W'^  have  unavoidably  attended  our  Motions,  &,  such  as  have  been 
occasioned  thro'  Ignorance  in  some  &  Insolence  in  others  are  inna- 
merable;  with  ve  Assistance  we  have  had  from  M'.  Franklin,  who 
is  almost  ye  only  Person  to  whom  ye  Qen^  is  indebted  for  either 
Waggons  or  Horses,  we  hope  to  get  over  ye  Mountains,  and,  I  think 
with  you,  are  not  to  expect  much  Opposition  from  ye  French  on  ye 
other  side  of  'em.  I  shall  be  impatient  to  learn  ye  Event  of  ye 
several  Northern  Attempts,  particularly  ag*  Niagara  ;  They  must,  I 
imagine,  be  look'd  upon  as  of  ye  greatest  Importance,  and  if  they 
succeed,  will  put  it  in  ye  Power  of  ye  Gov**"  here  properly  supported 
from  home,  effectually  to  curb  ye  growing  Power  of  ye  French  upon 
this  Continent.  Gov.  Morris  has  taken  very  sensible  &  proper  No- 
tice of  S'.  J.  S*.  Clair's  Behaviour  to  him  in  his  Letter  to  ye  Gen^ 
S'.  John  .begins  to  find  that  he  has  mistaken  himself,  &  to  draw  in 
his  Horns. 

I  shall  be  much  oblig'd  to  you  for  ye  Correspondence  you  promise 
me,  particularly  for  Information  with  regard  to  ye  progress  or  Event 
of  Affairs  to  ye  Northward,  and  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  Humble 

and  Obed*  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Fort  Cumberland,  May  21, 1755. 

Direction'^ 
"  To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'., 
"  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania." 


Admiral  E.  Boscawen  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

This  Accompanys  a  letter  from  S'  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  principal  Secretarys  of  State,  which  will  perfectly  inform 
you  with  the  Nature  of  my  Orders,  and  the  reasons  for  ordering  me 
with  a  Squadron  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  under  my  Command  on 
this  Coast. 

I  have  for  the  present  fixed  my  Cruizeing  Station  of  Capo  Breton, 
but  shall  always  keep  a  Small  Cruizer  at  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
ready  to  Sail  npon  any  intelligence  yon  may  have  to  Communicato 
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to  mei  and  flatter  my  Self  your  Zeal  for  His  Majesty's  Serrioe  will 
prompt  yoQ  to  give  me  the  most  early  information  of  the  Transaetions 
of  the  French^  either  by  Sea  or  Land,  and  beg  leave  to  aSure  yoa, 
that  I  shall  be  very  ready  to  give  the  Gollony  wherein  you  Command^ 
all  the  AsBistanoe  in  my  Power. 
I  am;  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

E'^-^OSCAWEN. 
His  Majesty's  Ship  Torbay, ) 
at  Sea,  May  28d;  1755.     J 

Indorsed. 
Adm^  Boscawen,  with  Letter  from  Sec^  Robinson,  and  Informing 
me  that  He  should  Cruize  off  Loubburg,  but  should  Station  a 
frigate  at  Halifax.    Rec'd  from  Virginia.  Sep'  1st,  1755.    Bead 
in  Council,  2d  7ber,  1765. 


Jambs  Stevenson  to  R.  Peters,  1755. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  did  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  favours  of  the  22d  March, 
ivhich  I  rec'd  by  Jemmy,  and  gave  it  to  him  to  be  delivered  to  you 
when  he  arrived  at  Philad* ;  But  Either  out  of  his  own  Inclination 
or  by  the  Advice  of  his  Friends  at  New  Tork^  he  is  put  under  the 
care  of  D'-  Johnson,  so  he  sent  back  your  Letter  to  me. 

According  to  your  Directions  I  kept  Coll*  Johnson  and  Mr.  Claus's 
Letters,  till  fifteen  Days  ago  I  had  an  opportunity  to  deliver  them  to 
the  Coll*"  on  his  Return  fron\  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Clans  came  yesterdav  to  Town  with  Mr.  Ogelvie.  But  after 
all  the  Inquiry  we  can  make  about  the  affair  of  Ljdius,  The  only 
Information  we  can  gett  is,  thati  one  Jacobus  Sharpe  Says  he  saw 
three  Indians  of  the  five  Nations  Sign  an  Instrument  to  which  there 
vere  many  Marks  of  Ind"*  before ;  That  he  supposes  it  to  be  a  Deed 
for  Lands  which  at  that  time  was  much  talk'd.off  to  have  been  pur- 
chased by  Lydius  for  New  England.  But  the  Instrument  was 
neither  read.  Interpreted,  or  explained  to  them  in  his  hearing;  That 
Ijdius's  Son  Martinus  was  the  other  Evidence. 

Another  Person,  Jacob  van  Woert,  Says  he  saw  Schoroneados  sign 
an  Instrument,  but  knows  not  what  it  was ;  The  Paper  was  folded 
from  the  Top,  that  it  covered  the  Writing )  That  Lydius  spoke  to 
the  Indians  in  their  own  Language,  which  he  did  not  understand^  and 
there  was  no  Interpreter  present;  He,  as  well  as  Sharpe,  believes  it 
to  he  a  Deed  for  Lands,  purchased  by  Lydius  for  the  New  England, 
but  Lydius  did  not  tell  him  so. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


There  bu  been  one  Woodbridge  here  abool  three  Weeks  tgOi  He 
belongs  to  Msssachnsetts'  Bay  Goyernmenti  but  freely  owned  to  me 
that  he  was  Conoemed  with  the  Connecticute  People  in  the  purchase 
made  by  Lydius,  whicb|  as  I  understand,  was  by  order  of  Gonnecti" 
cute  Qovemment,  But  said  he  was  sure  the  Lands  purohased  did  not 
come  near  Pennsylvania  Line  by  many  Miles,  for  he  himself  had 
traversed  all  those  Woods;  He  said  there  were  some  People,  (whom 
he  called  Separatists,)  that  he  was  not  concerned  with }  where  they 
parchased  or  intended  to  settle  he  knew  not. 

He  told  me  likewise  that  he  gave  Directions  to  Mr.  Lydius  to  take 
in  some  few  people  here  for  a  share,  and  tiie  7  dollars  given  were 
only  by  way  of  Earnest,  to  intitle  them  to  have  a  Share  after  the 
Lands  shall  bo  secured  to  Connecticute  Government. 

I  told  Mr.  Woodbridge,  that  I  thought  he  had  better  epplj  to 
you  if  he  had  an  Inclination  to  obtain  a  Right  to  Lands  there ;  He 
•aid  he  sometimes  had  such  thoughts,  but  could  not  think  the  Lands 
were  within  your  Line,  and  was  also  afraid  your  Terms  would  be  to 
high.  But  if  he  was  convinced  that  the  Lands  were  comprehended 
within  your  Lines,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  yon  for  the  dare  you  took  of  my  Son  while 
at  Philad*,  which  I  shall  ever  gratefully  acknowledge,  and  shall  be 

flad  of  your  Commands  if  it  be  any  Way  in  my  Power  to  serve  you 
ere.     I  gave  Mr.  Clans  ^6  yesterday. 

Mr.  William  Alexander  came  here  last  Saturday;  has  been  at 
Schenectady  this  three  Days  past ;  I  expect  him  home  to  Day.  We 
are  busy  sending  Workmen,  Provisions,  and  Warlike  Stores  to  Oa» 
wego.  It  is  like  to  be  a  Busy  Summer  this  Way.  May  Ood  give 
Success  to  the  Expeditions.  I  am  of  Opinion  our  Safety  or  Des- 
truction depends  on  the  Event  of  the  present  Expedition ;  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  this  Scroll,  being  pretty  much  hurried.  I  am,  with 
lender  of  Service  at  all  times^  and  with  great  Respect, 
Dear  Sir^ 

Your  most  humble  Servant. 

JA.  STEVENSON. 
Albany,  23d  May,  1755. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq', 
at  Philadelphia. 
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(Copy.)    Gov.  Morris  to  R.  Peters,  1755, 

Dear  Sir : 

I  had  yonr  favours  bj  yesterday's  post,  and  am  obliged  to  you  for 
the  troable  you  have  bad  about  the  road,  which  I  am  sorry  to  find 
is  not  in  greater  forwardness.  I  have  order'd  AdTertisements  to  be 
printed  in  Dutch  and  Snglish,  inviting  hibourers  to  go  upon  thai 
service,  who  are  to  enter  themselves  with  M*;  Shippen  at  lAncaater, 
and  thenco  to  proceed  to  the  road  where  tbe  Commissioners  or  over- 
seers must  enter  the  time  of  their  begining  to  work,  that  the  Publick 
may  not  be  imposed  upon. 

Ton  will  Continue  to  give  directions  in  this  a£fair;  and  I  da 
hereby  empower  you  to  Appoint  such  persons,  and  to  give  such 
Orders  and  Instructions  to  those  I  have  Appointed,  or  those  yon 
shall  Appoint,  as  you  may  Judge  best  for  his  Majesty's  service. 

I  send  this  under  cover  to  Shirley,  to  be  deliver'd  you  if  at  tha 
Camp,  if  not,  to  be  returned  Hither.  I  have  wrote  to  M'.  Shirley 
all  that  is  done  and  doing  to  the  northward,  which  he  will  commu* 
nicate  to  you.  We  have  no  pews  in  town,  only  that  Dick  Hill  is 
dead,  and  so  is  D'.  Morris  of  this  place. 
I  am,  D-  Sir, 

Your  Most  Affectionate 
Friend  and  Serv*, 

EOBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Philad*.,  May  23%  1755. 

Directed.  ^To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'. 

These. 


Robert  Ormb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

My  dear  Governor : 

Amongst  other  Instances  of  your  Friendship,  I  thank  you  for  my 
lotroduction  to  M'.  Peters.  I  am  not  surprised  at  your  high  Opinion 
of  him.  Souls  congenial  will  unite.  He  is  an  amiable)  sensible, 
good  Man,  seems  to  love  us  and  regards  bis  Majesty's  Service.  He 
will  not  add  a  little  to  the  Pleasures  I  conceive  of  my  Winter  Quar- 
ters ;  believe  me,  my  dear  Morris,  I  upon  a  young  Acquaintance 
honored  you,  and  our  common  friend  Shirley  has  confirm'd  my 
Affection.  I  am  hurried  to  death,  and  want  the  Refreshments  of 
Philadelphia,  adieu. 

I  am  most  sincerely  y", 

ROBT.  ORME. 

Airforied.— May  24, 1755,  M'.  Orme,  by  M'.  Peters.    No.  50. 
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(Copt  op  Letter.)  Gov.  Shirlby  to  Gov.  Db  Lancet,  1755, 

Boston,  May  26th,  1755. 
Sir: 

M'.  Fitoh,  of  thiB  place,  having  accidentally  informed  me  this 
day,  that  when  he  was  in  Company  with  M'.  Oliyer  De  Lancey  at 
Hartford,  he  heard  him  attribute  his  not  having  succeeded  in  obtain* 
ing  permission  to  raise  the  whole  number  of  500  Men  for  the  Govero* 
ment  of  New  York  within  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  my  having 
made  some  opposition  to  it  there ;  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity 
of  tronbliuff  you  with  a  fourth  Letter  by  this  Express. 

Upon  ta&ing  with  Gov'.  Fitch  at  Hartford  on  Friday  Evening,  I 
enquired  among  other  matters  discoursed  on  between  us,  what  Sac- 
cess  your  application  to  him  for  raising  500  Men  for  the  Expedition 
to  Crown  Point  within  his  Government  had  with  the  Assembly, 
and  upon  his  letting  me  know  that  a  Committee  had  it  under  con- 
sideration,  I  ask'd  him  whether  he  thought  if  those"  500  Men  should 
be  rais'd  in  his  Government  for  the  Province  of  New  York,  that  it 
would  be  any  Obstacle  to  the  Assembly's  making  an  Augumentation 
of  500  Men  to  their  own  Colony  Forces,  as  had  been  proposed  if 
there  should  be  occasion  for  them ;  and  the  Massachusets  Bay  had 
actually  done  of  300  to  theirs ;  the  Governor  thereupon  told  me,  if 
500  Men  were  allowed  to  be  raised  for  New  York  in  Connecticut, 
that  the  Government  of  Connecticut  would  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of 
making  an  Augumentation  to  the  1000  Men  already  raised  for  the 
same  Service  by  themselves. 

^s  this  struck  me  not  a  little,  I  told  him  tho'  I  was  far  from  de- 
siring to  hinder  the  Success  of  your  Honour's  application  to  him  for 
the  500  Men,  but  on  the  contrary  wish'd  it  might  succeed  if  the 
complying  with  it  would  not  be  an  Obstacle  to  Connecticutt's  raising 
more  on. their  own  Account,  yet  I  hop'd  the  Government  would 
consider  well  whether  the  granting  of  that  permission  would  binder 
them  from  Augumenting  their  Troops,  as  they  had  otherwise  pro- 
posed before  they  granted  it;  that  I  confessed  if  the  Effect  of  raiaing 
500  Men  for  the  Government  of  New  York  within  the  Colony  of 
Connecticutt  was  to  be  so  great  a  weakining  of  the  Forces,  then 
raising  for  the  King's  Service  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  I  could 
see  no  reason  why  the  Government  of  New  York  should  not  be  put 
to  raise  their  whole  800  Men  out  of  their  own  Inhabitants,  which 
would  not  be  a  20th  part  of  their  fBghting  Men,  rather  than  that 
should  happen;  That  when  the  Government  of  the  Massachusets 
Bay  should  have  rais'd  their  1500  Men  for  Crown  point,  that  Pro- 
vince would,  have  above  4000  taken  out  of  it  for  the  King's  Service, 
which  was  rather  more  I  beleivcd  than  a  9th  part  of  theur  Fighting 
Men. 

This  is  the  substance  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect  of  the  whole  that 
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poas'd  between  OoV.  Fitch  and  me  that  nigbt ;  and  the  matters 
dwelt  upon  my  mind  so  strongly  in  my  Journey,  that  when  I  reached 
Col.  Chandler's  at  Worcester,  I  repeated  thoiSame  thing  to  him  in  a 
letter  from' thence  by  Express,  par^cnlarly  assuring  him  in  it  '<  That 
<<  I  had  not  the  least  objection  to  the  raising  of  the  500  Men  in 
"  question  within  his  Colony,  provided  it  would  not  be  an  Obstacle 
''  to  their  Angnmenting  their  own  Forces,  but  that  on  the  contrary 
''  in  such  case  I  wish'd  the  Government  of  New  York  success  in  ^ 
''  that  application/'  The  reason  of  which  is,  that  I  thought  from 
what  your  Honour  had  told  me,  the  Men  might  be  sooner  raia'd 
there  than  in  New  York. 

Whether  or  no,  what  has  pass'd  between  Gov.  Fitch  and  me,  may 
have  contributed  towards  hindering  Your  Brother  from  obtaining 
the  whole  500  Men,  which  he  applyed  for  to  the  Government  of 
Connecticutt,  I  won't  pretend  to  say^  as  I  know  not  the  reason  upon 
which  the  Government  of  Connecticut  confia'd  it  to  that  Number, 
I  have  rather  reason  to  think  otherwise;  But,  however  that  may  be,  I 
may  flatter  myself  if  yourself  had  been  present  and  heard  what  Gov'. 
Fitch  mentioned  to  me,  he  apprehended  would  be  the  detrimental 
consequence  to  his  Majesty's  Service  in  the  General  Expedition  now 
carrying  on  by  his  General  on  this  Continent,  of  raising  the  500 
Men  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  instead  of  the  Government  of 
New  York,  that  you  would  have  been  of  my  Sentiments  and  de- 
clared them  freely  as  I  did,  cspecialjy  as  your  Brother  had  declared 
at  Hartford,  that  if  he  would  accept  the  Chief  Command  of  the 
Forces  at  New  York,  the  whole  800  Men  might  be  raised  in  ten 
days  within  that  Government.  Now,  if  that  is  the  case,  tho'  I  will 
allow  it  might  be  of  great  advantage  in  raising  the  Men  to  have  him 
their  Chief  Commander,  yet  I  think  it  shows  that  there  b  no  parti- 
cular aversion  in  the  Men  to  the  Service. 

This  Letter  would  have  ended  here  had  not  M'.  Fitch  further 
informed  me,  that  when  your  Brother  was  told  at  Hartford,  that  the 
sole  reason  of  my  interfering  in  the  matter  so  far  as  I  did  was  to 
prevent  the  King's  Service,  from  suffering  by  it,  he  declared  that 
that  was  only  a  Gloss  upon  the  matter,  that  my  real  motive  for 
doing  it  was  to  hinder  your  Government  from  raising  any  ^  their 
Men  in  Connecticut,  abstracted  from  any  Mischief  that  might  arise 
from  it  to  the  common  Cause. 

As  such  a  Declaration  must  be  founded  on  your  Brother's  Imagi- 
nation only,  and  has  a  malignant  tendency  to  beget  uneasiness  and 
Jealousies,  which  can  produce  nothing  but  Mischief  to  his  Majesty's 
Service^  I  can't  persuade  myself  that  M'.  Fitch  must  misunderstand 
him,  and  that  he  is  incapable  of  uttering  so  unadvis'd  a  thing  in 
public. 

If  I  should  bo  mistaken  in  this,  and  any  thing  like  what  M'. 
Fitch  hath  acquainted  me  with  should  have  been  propogated  by  M'. 
Oliver  De  Lancey  in  your  Government,  I  hope,  and  doubt  not,  but 

your  Honour  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  lay  this  Letter  before  your 

t 
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CounoH)  or  declare  in  an  efiectoal  masner  to  them  that  it  ia  a  naa-- 
apprehension  of  your  Brother's. 

If  it  was  requisite  for  me  to  saj  thing  further  upon  this  h^,  I 
might  let  your  Honour  know,  that  on  its  being  proposed  to  me  at 
Hartford  by  a  gentleman  of  influence  there,  to  ask  leave  of  that 
Government  to  raise  more  Men  in  it  for  the  Nova  Sootia  Expedition, 
which  it  ia  apprehended  by  many  are  wanted,  and  do  it  before  the 
Assembly  of  Connecticut  had  come  to  a  determination  upon  the 
application  of  New  York,  I  declared  it  for  this  reason  expressly, 
that  I  hoped  a  sufficient  Number  was  raised  for  that  Service,  and  it . 
might  possibly  interfere  with  the  application  of  New  York,  which  I 
was  far  from  desiring  to  do,  further  than  I  thought  his  Majesty's 
immediate  Service  might  absolutely  require  it 

I  am  with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  Humble 
&  most  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon***  James  De  Lancey,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. — Gov'.  Shirley  to  Gov'.  Delancey  about  New  York 
raising  500  Men  in  Connecticut.'*' 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Shirley,  1755. 

Philad*,  May  26, 1755. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  recommend  to  your  notice  a  Cap^  John  Parker, 
who  commands  one  of  the  New  Jersey  Companys,  He  is  a  young  gen- 
tleman of  very  good  understanding,  has  been  bread  in  the  King's 
service  at- sea,  under  your  old  Acquaintance,  Cap'  Spry,  and  behaved 
himself  in  the  East  Indies  very  much  to  his  Cap**  Satisfaction;  His 
family  and  friends  are  of  Consequence  in  this  Part  of  America,  and 
I  can  venture  to  answer  for  his  acquitting  himself  with  Honour  upon 
the  present  service,  and  shall  esteem  your  good  offices  to  him  as  a 
favour  done  to 

Your  Excell'. 

ludorsed, — ^Dfk.  to  Gov.  Shirley  in  favour  of  John  Parker. 
*  "Inclosed  in  Letter  of  28th  May." 
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Wm.  Peppeekll  to  Gov.  Mobkis,  1756. 

New  York,  May  26th  1756. 
Sir;  , 

HeuiDg  that  the  Poet  was  going  but  this  daj,  I  tho't  it  my  Daty 
to  let  your  Hon'  know  that  I  was  here;  and  I  assare  yoa  that  it  would 
give  me  a  Yast  pleasure  eould  I  have  an  oportunity  to  wait  on  you 
in  your  Oovemment,  but  as  I  expect  Qov'  Shirley  eoon  here  to  go 
o&  Action,  must  refer  it. 

I  am  greatly  distresM  to  find  my  Regiment  not  much  more  than 
half  eompleated;  as  Ool*  Shirley  is  now  full,  cannot  you  help  an  old 
Friend  in  giving  your  Assistance  to  my  recruiting  officers,  that  they 
may  raise  a  hundred  or  two  of  brave  men  in  your  Government,  &  to 
hasten  them  here^  this  would  lay  me  under  new  obligations  and  shall 
always  be  aoknowledg'd  by 

Sir  Your  Most  Faithfull 

and  Most  obedient  Humble  Serv^ 

W-  PEPPERELL. 

I  would  send  you  some  good  dry  Code  fish  from  hence  if  1  knew 
how.  L^  Col°  Mercer  tells  me  that  you  wrote  to  him  for  Mr.  Hen- 
drick  Lyell,  of  ye  Jerseys.  I  haye  recommended  him  by  this  Post 
to  General  Braddock  for  an  Ensignee  in  my  Regiment. 

To  The  Honourable  Robert  H  Morris,  Esq', 

L'  Governor  &  Commander-in-Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  Penselvania. 


Got.  Morris  to  Robert  Orme,  1766. 

I>Sir: 

Anxious  to  know  what  progress  the  Comniiss'*  had  made  in  cutting 

the  great  Waggon  road  from  Shippensburgh  to  Ohiogany,  I  made  aU 

the  dispatch  I  cou'd,  and  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  they  are 

going  on  successfully — that  there  are  two  hundred  men  at  work — 

that  they  have  plenty  of  bread  &  provisions — are  well  provided  with 

tools,  and  'tis  told  me,  will  reach   the  forks  of  OhioGany  in  one 

month  at  ye  farthest,  others  say  sooner.     There  the  Gen^  will  hear 

from  them,  and  he  will  be  pleas'd  to  favour  them  with  his  commands 

whether  to  proceed  to  the  road  of  his  march  from  Wills's  Creek  to 

^he  French  Fort,  or  require  them  to  make  any  ojQfsets  that,  shall  be 

judg'd  necessary  for  your  further  communication.     Consider  if  the 

>tMkd  from  AUaguipas  Gap  to  Wills's  creek  be  necessary,  if  so,  on 

^faeir  return  it  may  be  cutt,  but  for  my  part  I  see  not  the  imme« 

^late  expediency  or  necessity  of  it;  please  to  remember  that  Mr. 
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Groghan  and  the  Indians  are  to  examine  the  Road  from  the  Alle- 
ghany Hill  to  the  Northward  before  it  forks  into  the  Laurel  hill  '& 
the  other  range  of  hills  which  retain  the  name  of  Alleghany  hills;  in 
drder  to  find  out  a  Commodious  ojQfsett  from  this  road  to  Venango; 
the  offsett,  on  the  short  consideration  had  on  it  with  Ton,  was  judged 
best  to  begin  at  Laurel  hill,  aa  between  Venango  and  that  hill  it  was 
said  by  Mr.  Croffhan  there  were  no  Mountains  and  the  rivers  afforded 
commodious  foraing  places.  This  matter  must  be  well  digested  by 
You,  as  it  shall  be  well  considered  by  the  persons  of  Judgment  ia 
Philadelphia,  and  our  sentiments  must  be  exchanged  upon  it;  b«ft 
^e  more  I  think  of  it^  the  more  I  think  commodious  offsetts  may  be 
made  from  this  road  to  every  place  of  consequence  in  North  America. 
Young  Cressap  got  notice  of  the  intent  of  the  party  and  made  off, 
and  matters  go  on  Swimmingly  now ;  the  Flower  is  under  cover  now, 
Waggons  and  pack-horses  are  providing  for  its  carriage,  and  where 
damaged  or  likely  to  be  so,  it  will  be  put  into  other  Casks  or  Baggs. 
If  for  the  King's  Service  Mr.  Franklyn  &  myself  give  to  any  persons 
for  their  encouragement  reasonable  promises,  as  well  for  just  pay  as 
that  thoy  shall  not  be  press'd  into  more  Service  than  that  they  engage 
for,  I  hope  these  will  be  well  taken.  For  the  encouragement  of  ye 
workmen  on  the  roads,  I  sent  the  Comm**  a  letter,  wherein  I  told 
them  they  had  ye  approbation  of  the  Oen^,  and  wou'd  receive  bia 
thanks  at  the  end  of  their  work,  if  faithfully  done  and  w^^  all  due 
Expedition ;  make  my  Excuse  to  Mr.  Shirley  for  not  taking  leave  of 
him;  he  was  at  the  Court  Martial. 
I  ami 

D' S',  y«  nff^»y. 

Indorsed. — Copy  Lre.  to  Mr.  Bobert  OrmC;  Aid-de-Camp  of  Qeneral 
Braddock,  26  May^  1755. 


Genl.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Moreis,  1755. 

Boston^  May  28th  1755. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  gave  it  in  charge  to  Jack,  who  acts  in  capacity  of  Secretary,  Aid- 
de-Camp,  and  several  others,  to  give  you  an  acc^  of  the  Business  we 
did  in  our  way  to  Boston  since  we  left  you,  and  of  what  we  are  doing 
in  the  great  hurry  w<^  perpetually  surrounds  me  here. 

The  few  vacant  minutes  I  now  have,  shall  be  employed  in  Ex* 
pressing  the  sense  I  have  of  the  favours  and  Acts  of  Friendship  I 
received  from  you  in  your  own  Govern m^,  and  the  several  others,  w^ 
I  passed  thro'  in  Company  with  you,  which  have  made  a  lasting  Im- 
pression up(on  my  mind,  and  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  returning 
to  you  and  your  family,  as  opportunity  may  put  it  in  my  power;  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  let  you  know  that  Capt"  Staats  in  particular 
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is  deaerving  of  my  sinoerest  regard,  and  it  gave  me  no  small  pleasure 
j'  his  L*  Colonel  told  me  yesterday  y^  he  had  already  given  marks  of 
great  Diligence  in  the  care  of  his  Company,  and  makins  a  very  good 
officer;  Capacity  for  it  I  knew  before  he  had;  I  shall  be  proud  of 
him  as  an  officer  in  my  Regim*,  and  shall  think  my  self  happy  in 
contribnting  what  I  can  towards  its  being  a  Step  to  his  promotion, 
yn^  I  hope  he  will  obtain  thro'  his  merit;  to  the  utmost  of  your 
wishes. 

•  The  addition  of  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler  and  the  New  Jersey 
Begiment  to  the  Expedition  under  my  Command,  fo|r  which  I  am 
oblig'd  to  you,  was  of  great  Importance  to  my  success  and  his  Maj^ 
service;  and  I  am  now,  from  the  best  opinions,  fully  satisfy'd  y^  the 
French  will  muster  all  the  force  they  possibly  can  for  preserving  the 
pass  of  Niagara,  upon  their  holding  possession  of  w^  depends  the 
keeping  of  all  the  Southern  Territories  and  the  Great  Lakes  and 
Bivers  they  have  at  present  usurped  the  Dominion  of,  together  with 
their  Influence  over  the  Indians  there ;  and  what  proportion  does  the 
value  of  Crown  Point  bear  to  that  of  the  Lalces  and  Southern 
Country?  It  behooves  me,  therefore,  greatly  to  augment  my  force 
as  much  as  possible,  w"^  I  shall  endeavour  to  do,  For  it  is  certainly 
too  weak  at  present. 

The  D ys  have  thrown  all  imaginable  Obstructions  in  my 

way,  and  I  perceive  an  open  Quarrel  with  the  G r  is  unavoidable^ 

I  shall  five  in  hopes  y*  yon  will  bring  General  Braddook  along 
with  you  to  Boston  the  next  fall,  and  wish  you  all  imaginable  hap* 
pmess  in  every  part  of  life;  being  with  a  most  sincere  Esteem  and 
friendship^ 

Dear  Sir,  ' 

Your  most  faithful! 

humble  Servant. 

W.  SHIBLET. 
Hon*'«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed, — ^Entered  in  Council  Minute  of  the  7th  June,  1755.'*' 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Db  Lancby,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  have  your  favour  with  the  Packet  for  the  Gen*,  which  I  shall 
send  forward  by  Express  ;  the  Troops,  I  imagine,  will  leave  Wills's 
Creek  in  about  two  days,  and  I  shall  have  in  little  time  a  road  open 
to  the  forks  of  Yohio  Q«ny,  by  which  the  army  will  be  supplyed 

*  There  is  no  minute  of  this  date,  one  paragraph  only  is  entered,  6th  June. 
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wiih  whfttever  tbey  may  want.    I  afaall  forward  the  Letter  to  Oap« 
Butherford^  and  am  obliged  to  jou  for  the  latelligence. 

I  am;  Sir, 

Your  mogt  obed* 

Humble  Serv^, 

ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

Philad':  28«' of  May,  1755. 
Gov'  Pelancey. 
Indorsed, 
Coppy— to  Gov  Delancey,  May  28%  1755* 


John  Shirley  to  Gov. 'Morris.  1755# 

Dear  Sir : 

1  should  not  sleep  quiet  on  my  iBed  was  this  Express  to  go  away 
without  a  line  from  me,  to  give  You  a  short  Acco^  of  our  Proceed- 
ings. The  NoTa  Sootia  Troops  sail'd  not  'till  four  days  after  our 
Return  hither :  They  waited  for  their  Arms  from  England,  w«^ 
were  ten  Weeks  in  their  Passage,  but  my  father  seems  to  think  that 
if  he  had  not  been  absent,  they  would  have  gone  w^  such  Arms  as 
might  have  been  had  here  8  Weeks  before  they  did.  Rous,  Shirley 
&  Proby,  in  20  Gun  Ships,  sail'd  as  their  Convoy ;  it  is  Certain  that 
the  French,  at  Louisbourg,  had  but  one  thirty  Sit  Gun  Ship  there 
^a  Month  ago,  &  that  they  were  almost  starving  for  want  of  Provi- 
sions. 

We  go  on  as  fast  as  I  expected  in  our  particular  Expedition,  & 
this  Province  &  Connecticut  Seem  near  ready  to  march  their  Men 
towards  Crown  Point.  Our  Regiment  will  begin  to  move  in  Com« 
panics  from  hence  to  Providence,  where  Transports  are  ready  to  receive 
'em,  by  this  day  Week,  &  they  are  to  proceed  directly  to  Albany, 
without  debarking  at  New  York.  The  Master  Builder,  w^  suffi- 
cient Workmen,  went  from  hence  ten  days,  to  build  the  two  Schoon- 
.  ers,  w**»  w*"*  two  small  Row  Gallies  as  their  Tenders,  will  be  ready 
for  Service  in  a  Month,  at  farthest,  from  their  Arrival  there. 

This  is  possitively  all  my  time  will  allow  me  to  say  to  You  at  pre- 
sent, for  my  father  takes  up  every  Moment  of  it,  &  I  imagine,  if  I 
was  not  his  Son,  as  he  is  now  a  Major  General,  he  would  declare  me 
his  Aid  de  Camp  ;  but  you  know  how  nice  he  is  in  providing  for 
those  w^^  all  y«  World  beside  provide  for  first.  We  are  vastly 
happy  in  our  Corps  of  officers :  Staats,  when  he  is  not  in  Camp,  is 
much  at  j*  Province  House,  &  it  is  my  father's  request  that  he  sh' 
be  always  with  us.     Pray  excuse  me  to  M'.  Pcnn,  I  have  not  time 
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to  aBswer  his  fav  by  tbia  Bzpreas,  if  TIftef  ddea  tbe  Jobb  for  my 
Mare  1 6baU  be  quite  happy.    I  am  w*^  the  warmest  Affection. 
D'  Sir, 

Your  Oblig'd  &  most 

Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 
My  father  is  more  &  more  pTeas'd  w**  Billy  Alexander,  e^ery 
Letter  he  receiTC|3  fronNiim.     My  father  &  myself  dont  more  from 
hence  before  three  Weeks,  every  body  else  goes  w^  y*  Regiment 

Boston,  May  29%  1755. 
Directed, 

To  The  Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Philadelphia. 
Indorsed, 

John  Shirley,  May  29*»',  H55. 


Thomas  Penn  to  Gov.  Morkis,  1755. 

Sir: 

Since  T  wrote  you  the  lO***  of  this  month,*  of  which  Letter  I  sent 
a  duplicate  by  way  of  Boston,  and  enclose  a  duplicate  herewith,  1 
have  received  a  Letter  from  M'.  Peters,  with  an  account  that  you 
bad  called  the  Assembly,  and  communicated  to  them  Letters  you  had 
received  from  M'.  Shirley  and  M^  Bradock,  and  asked  snpplys  from 
them  for  the  services  recommended  by  those  Gentlemen )  if  they 
should  do  what  is  expected  of  them  for  the  present  service,  you  will 
not  immediately  call  them,  but  if  they  refuse  you  will  call  tfiem 
again,  as  you  are  enjoy ned  by  our  joynt  Letter,  and  put  in  execution 
the  several  things  directed  in  it. 

I  have  not  yet  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  expect  to 
send  it  to  you  by  a  Ship  to  New  York,  Saturday.  I  heard  only  late 
hist  Night  of  this  Conveyance  from  Plymouth,  and  that  I  must  not 
lose  this  post,  and  shal  only  tel  you  I  have  no  reason  to  change  my 
opinion  with  regard  to  it ;  the  papers  that  have  passed  on  the  occa- 
sion are  printed  with  the  Messages,  between  M^  Hamilton  and  the 
former  Assembly,  together  with  the  several  Questions  and  names  of 
the  members,  which  have  been  of  great  service.  I  recommend  it  to 
you  to  keep  close  to  the  matter  you  press  upon  them,  and  avoid  as 
maeh  as  possible  all  Controversy  on  any  thing  they  may  throw  in 
foreign  to  the  subject,  which  they  seek  after  in  order  to  perplex  the 
business,  this  I  have  heard  it  said  you  have  been  drawn  to  much 
into,  tho  I,  who  was  more  sensible  of  what  is  expected  in  America 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  populace,  saw  it  in  a  different  light.  I 
shall  write  you  with  the  report  in  a  few  days,  in  tho  mean  time 
remain. 

Sir,        You  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

London,  May  29, 1755. 

*  See  page  805. 
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I  tbink  you  had  better  have  avoided  giving  some  of  the  rcasoitf 
you  did  for  not  passing  the  Bills,  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  as  tboee 
Reasons  were  more  propper  for  a  Governor  in  a  King's  Government, 
"     Indorsed, 

M'.Penn,    May  29*  1755. 


Gov.  M ?  TO  W.  Shirley,  Esq.,  1755. 

May  28, 1755. 

Sir, 

I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Orme  &  S'  John  St.  Clair,  the  state  of  the 
Road  to  the  Ohiogany  as  it  ^yas  reported  to  me  by  some  of  the  lo- 
babitants  just  oome  from  it  But  at  this  Town  of  Carlisle,  I  wss 
told  by  a  person  of  good  understanding,  that  the  Persons  employ  d 
tho'  the  best  that  were  in  the  County,  did  not  understand  making 
good  &  strong  &  durable  Waggon  ways  aside  of  Hills  if  any  thing 
steep,  and  I  am  afraid  they  wUl  miss  it  in  this  and  perhaps  other 
places  that  require  skill  and  knowledge  in  mending  &  making  good 
Roads. 

I  shoud  therefore  think  that  since  the  General  has  so  much  de- 
pendanoe  on  this  Road,  an  Engineer  should  be  sent  from  ye  Camn  to 
direct  &  overlook  ye  workmen.  If  this  be  not  done  expeditiously  I 
am  afraid  from  this  new  Information  on  which  I  can  depend,  that 
it  will  not  be  so  good  as  I  reported  to  the  General,  tho'  this  I  can 
bd  sure  of,  that  the  Places  thro'  which  the  Road  goes,  will  admit  of 
as  good  an  one  as  can  be  made. 

As  soon  as  I  understood  this,  I  sent  two  new  hands,  who  were  re- 
oommended  to  me  to  be  persons  of  good  understanding  &  practice 
in  this  Branch  of  Business,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  of  service. 
But  still,  without  an  Engineer,  the  work  will  not  be  so  well  done  as 
it  ought.     Please  to  inform  ye  General  of  this. 

Carlisle,  23  May,  1755. 
Wm.  Shirley,  Esq'. 
Indorsed. 
Copy  Lre.  to  Mr.  Shirley,  23  May,  1755. 
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Gov.  MoBRis  TO  R.  Petb&s,  1755. 

May  30, 1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  intend  this  shall  baye  the  Pleasure  of  saluting  your  worship  at 
Laneaster,  where  it  will  wait  yonr  Coming,  and.is  among  other  things 
to  desire  you  will  forward  the  sending  the  forage  from  thence  as  soon 
as  you  can.  There  has  been  a  quarrel  between  Oap^  Leslie,  the  offi« 
oer  employed  by  the  Gen^  and  Mr.  Ross  the  Lawyer ;  how  it  was 
circumstanced  I  do  not  particularly  know,  nor,  as  it  happened  at  a 
Billiard  table,  do  I  think  it  very  material.  I  would  not,  however, 
have  the  publick  service  obstructed  by  it,  and  I  must  depend  on 
your  settling  matters  so  that  the  forage  may  arrive  in  time  at  the 
Camp.  I  gave  Mr.  Leslie  when  he  was  in  town  £500,  and  shalt 
send  him  five  Hundred  pounds  more  by  this  conveyance,  agreeable 
to  his  demand  and  tbe  generals  request  to  me,  which  I  hope  will  be 
sufficient  to  answer  His  purposes  where  he  is,  as  I  am  preparing  to. 
send  sixty  waggon  Load  of  oats  and  Com  from  hence,  for  which  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  give  more  for  the  trans- 
porting of  it,  than  the  thing  is  worth,  such  advantages  are  taken  by 
tbe  people  of  the  Public  wants. 

I  want  much  to  hear  what  is  done  and  doing  about  the  road  of  which 
I  expect  a  fall  ace*  from  you,  and  much  more  to  see  you,  having  been 
at  a  loss  for  the  want  of  your  assistance. 
I  am,  I>  Sir, 

Your  Most  faithful 

Friend  and  Serv*, 
.       ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Phikd'a,  May  30, 
1755. 

I  shall  send  the  money  by  a  man  that  goes  out  of  town  to  morrow 
morning,  Frederick  Zeiser,  a  drover. 

Mr.  Peters. 


Deposition  Matthias  Stbblman,  1765. 

May  30, 1755. 
Kent  County  on  Delaware. 

Mathias  Steelman,  aged  about  twenty  Seven  Years  or  thereabouts, 
being  Sworn  on  ye  holly  Avanglies  of  Almighty  God,  Deposeth  and 
Saith  that  he,  this  Deponant  hath  Lived  on  a  peace  of  Land  on  Tap« 
pahananh  Mash,  that  did  Belong  to  Watinan  SippU  and  Neare  ye 
place  where  ye  s*'  Sipple  has  his  Medow  on  s'd  Mash,  and  this  Depo« 
nant  hath  Lived  there  three  years  and  Better,  and  have  paid  his 
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Levejs  in  Kent  County  on  Delawave,  with  out  any  Intermpftion,  and 
this  Deponent  farder  Saith,  that  on  ye  Second  day  of  this  Instant^ 
Game  Thomas  Harris,  of  Qaeneans  County  of  ye  provinc  of  Mary- 
land, and  some  men  with  him,  and  Said  he  was  aGoing  to  Boye  a 
parcell  of  Catle  of  Watman  Sipple  and  Implied  this  deponant  and  a 
Negro  man  to  help  him  over  ye  Mash  with  s'd  Catle,  and  when  he 
had  Carried  ye  s'd  Catle  over  ye  Mash,  But  not  of  of  ye  s'd  Land 
Called  Tappabanah,  then  ye  s'd  Harris  Destran'd  on  thirty  one  head 
of  Catle  belong  to  s'd  Sipple  and  ye  Negro  that  he  had  Imploied 
with  this  deponant  to  Carry  ye  Catle  as  afors'd,  which  Negro  did  Be- 
long to  ye  s'd  Sipple  But  Lived  with  this  deponant  and  farder  saith 
Not. 

his 
MATTHIAS  M  STEBLMAN. 
mark. 
Taken  before  me, 

fioBT.   WiLLOOCKS. 

May,  ye  30th  dayy.1755. 
Indorsed. 

Steelman's  Deposition  to  support  Wartman  Sipple's  Petition."*^ 
Copy  deliver'd  to  the  Gov'  of  Maryland. 


Deposition  Charles  Vanderford,  1755, 

Kent  County,  on  Delaware. 

Charles  Vandeford,  aged  about  twenty-six  years  or  thcreabonts, 
heing  sworn  on  y«  Holly  Avanglies  of  AUmighty  God,  Depoeeth  and 
Saith,  that  he,  this  Deponent,  hath  Lived  about  Six  years  on  part  of 
a  tract  of  land  Called  Tapahanah,  and  ajoying  to  his  father's  planta- 
tion, Thomas  Vandeford,  and  Neare  y**  place  where  Watman  Sipple 
has  his  Medow,  which  is  on  Taphanah  Mash,  out  of  which  Medow 
Thomas  Harris,  of  Queen  Anne  County,  took  thirty-one  head  of 
Catle  and  one  Negro  Man,,  for  Rent  dew  to  y*  Lord  Baltamore,  and 
this  Deponent  farder  Saith,  that  he  has  allways  and  every  yearc 
since  he  Lived  there,  paid  his  Leveys  in  Kent  County,  on  Delaware, 
with  out  any  Inter  Ruption,  and  NeVer  heard  of  Aney  Rent  Being 
demanded  by  aney  person  what  ever,  till  y'  Distress  made  by  y* 
above  b<^  Harris,  and  farder  saith  not. 

CHARLES  UANDERFORD. 

May  y  30**  day,  1756. 
Taken  before  me,  one  of  his  Majesty's  | 

Justices  of  the  Peace  for  s^  Co.         | 

ROBT.   WiLCOOKS. 

Indorned. 

Charles  Vandeford,  Deposition,  to  support  Wartman  Sipple'n 
Petition. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  vL  418. 
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Depositiok  Thomas  VANDBFoap,  1755. 

Kent  Gonnty,  on  Delaware. 

Thomas  Yandeford;  aged  al)0\it  fiftj-six  jears,  or  thereaboutsL 
being  Sworn  on  ye  Holly  ATanelis  of  Almighty  God^  Deposeth  and 
Saith,  that  he,  this  Deponent^  hath  Lived  about  thirteen  years  on 
part  of  a  track  of  Land  called  Tapahanah^  that  he,  this  Deponent, 
purchased  of  Wattman  Sipple,  and  neare  ye  place  where  the  s'  Sip- 
pie's  Medow  IS;  on  ye  s*'  Tapahanah  Mash,  out  of  which  Medow  ye 
is'  Watman  Sipple  had  thirty-one  head  of  Oatle  taken  out  by  Thomas 
Harris,  of  Qneen  Afline  County,  and  also  a  Negro  Man  Belonging  to 
b'  Sipple,  for  Rent  dew  to  ye  Lord  Baltamore,  and  this  Deponent 
farder  saith,  that  he,  this  Deponent,  hath  always  paid  his  Levy  in 
the  County  of  Kent,  on  Delaware,  with  out  any  Interruption  by  any 
prson  whatsoever,  and  never  heard  of  any  Ilent  being  Demanded 
by  any  person  whatsoever  for  s'  Land,  till  this  Late  Distress,  made 
bj  the  above  s'  Harris,  and  farder  saith  not. 

his 
THOMAS  X  YANDERPORD.* 
mark. 

May  y  30«  day,  1755. 

Taken  before  me> 

Rob.  Wilcocks. 

hdoned. 
Thomas  Yanderford  Deposition. 


Deposition  of  Albxr.   Quillin,  1765. 

Kent  County  on  Delaware. 

Alexander  Quilling,  aged  about  thirty-five  years  or  there  a  Boufs, 
being  Sworn  on  ye  Holly  Evangilis  of  Allmighty  God,  Deposeth  and 
Saith,  that  this  Deponent  hath  Lived  on  a  track  of  Land  Called 
Tappahanah  about  foure  Years,  and  on  that  part  of  ye  s*  track  that 
Watman  Sipple  Conveicd  to  his  Son  in  Law,  And''-  Caldwell,  and  on 
ye  Second  day  of  this  Instant  Came  Thomas  Harris  of  Queen  Anne 
Coanty  of  ye  Provltice  of  Marry  Land,  and  four  men  with  him,  and 
told  this  deponent  that  he  was  a  Bout  Boying  a  parcell  of  Catle  of 
Watman  Sipple,  and  pursuaded  this  deponent  to  Go  over  ye  Mash 
to  B*  Sipple's  Meadow  and  help  him  to  Bring  ye  s*  Catle  to  ye 
hoQse  of  this  deponent,  that  he  Might  Make  a  Choyee  a  Monguest  b* 


«  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  418. 
YoL.  II.— 15 
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Catle,  for  he  Intended  to  Go  Down  yeNack  to  b*  Sipple'a  houee  tkat 
Night  to  finish  ye  Bargon  on  which  this  deponent  went  with  s' 
Harris'  Negro  Boy  to  ye  s*  Sipple's  Meadow  and  Branght  thirty-one 
head  of  Catle  to  the  house  of  this  deponent^  where  si*  Harris  Dib- 
train<  on  s*  Catle  and  one  Negro  Man  of  s*  Sipple's  that  Lived  att 
Matthias  Steelman's,  who  Came  with  ye  s*  Steelman  there  and  Set 
up  ye  Notis  of  ye  Distress  at  ye  dore  of  this  Deponent;  and  faider 
Saith  Not. 

his 
ALEX*^  M   QUILLIN  * 
mark. 
Doyer,  May  80, 1755. 

The  above  Deposition  was  Taken  before  1 
me  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  > 
the  Peace  for  s*  Cc.  J 

BOBT.   WiLOOCKS. 

Indorsed — ^Quillin's  Deposition. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Ctov.  De  Lakcet,  1755. 

Boston^  June  Ist,  1755. 
Sir— 

^  I  have  received  Your  Honours  Letter  date  the  20*'  May,  with  the 
Opinion  of  his  Majesty's  Council  for  your  Province  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Cannon  I  desired  the  Loan  of ;  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  given 
yourself  or  the  Council  so  much  Trouble  about  this  Affair.  Had  I 
thought  that  your  sparing  two  more  of  your  Brass  twelve  Pounders 
for  the  King's  service  at  Niagara  would  have  exposed  your  Fort  to 
any  danger,  I  should  not  have  nrg'd  my  request  so  far  as  I  have 
done ;  which  I  have  continued  to  importune  you  for  in  my  last,  I 
would  trouble  your  Honour  no  more  about  it. 

As  to  my  proposing  to  your  Honour  the  lending  of  the  ten  eighteen 
Pounders  for  bis  Majesty's  Service  now  carrying  on  in  Nova  Scotia 
with  the  Carriages,  &o.  Mr.  Clinton  having  lent  them  to  the 
King's  service  in  the  Expedition  against  Cape  Breton  in  a  time  of 
actual  War,  I  apprehended  they  might  as  well  be  spar'd  now  with 
safety  to  the  City  of  New  York,  for  his  Majesty's  Service  in  Nova 
Scotia ;  and  as  there  were  no  Cannon  in  this  Province  so  fit  for 
Battering  pieces  in  that  Service,  I  proposed  to  'your  Honour  the 
Loan  of  them,  which  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  with  if  they 
had  been  to  be  found  here.  The  same  Service  .required  that  2000 
Men  should  be  rais'd  in  the  Colonies,  as  my  own  Government 
abounded  with  Men,  I  rais'd  at  least  1700  of  them  there,  without 

«  Eeferred  to  Col.  Boo.  Vol.  VL  p.  418. ' 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIVES  1756.  8Sfi 

prc^x^Dg  \i  to  yonr  HoDoait  to  rabe  any  ia  joiir  owo ;  I  tboughft 
tliis  Province  might  spare  them  better  than  New  York;  as  I  nom 
believe  that  your  Honour's  Government  can  much  better  spare  the 
ten  18  Pounders  in  question  than  my  own  can  the  six  pieces  of 
Ordnance  which  I  have  sent  to  Nova  Scotia  out  of  Castle  William* 
It  most  at  least  be  allowed  that  the  Province  is  considerably  weak 
by  sparing  so  many  Men  as  also  these  Cannon  out  of  the  principal 
Battery  of  a  Fortress,  which  is  its  Key^  and  only  considerable  De^ 
fence  against  any  Attack  by  Sea. 

As  to  the  six  18  Founders  and  4  small  brass  Field  pieces^  which 
your  Honour  hath  spared  for  the  Service  of  the  Expedition  against 
Crown  point,  as  Mr.  Clinton  had  done  before,  for  the  like  service  in 
1746  :  I  understand  they  were  sent  out  of  Albany,  where  they  have 
laid  these  last  ten  years,  and  I  dont  well  see  how  the  Loan  of  them 
now  can  have  weakened  the  City  of  New  York. 

However,  Sir,  to  put  this  matter  out  of  Question,  upon  the  advice 
which  I  received  in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Alexander  concerning  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  my  request  to  Youjr  Honour  for  the  two  last 
Brass  twelve  .Pounders  laboured ;  I  had  caus'd  before  I  received 
your  last  Letter,  two  of  your  ten  Eighteen  Pounders,  together  with 
tvo  24  Pounders  out  of  Castle  William,  with  Carriages  and  Imple- 
ments to  be  put  on  board  a  Sloop,  which  is  to  sail  to-day  for  New 
York,  and  have  Ordered  the  two  last  mentioned  Cannon  to  be  de« 
livered  to  your  Honour  with  the  two  18  Pounders,  which  I  hope 
will  be  satisfactory  to  you  and  the  Grcntlemen  of  his  Majesty's 
Coancil.  I  dont  suppose  it  adviseable  for  your  Honour  to  part  with 
any  Cannon  without  ^heir  advice ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  persuaded 
that  your  Honour's  sentiments  have  great  weight  with  them^  upon 
each,  and  indeed  every  other  occasion. 

I  shall  trouble  your  Honour  no  further  upon  thb  point  than  to 
observe,  that  in  1745  and  1746  all  these  Cannon  were  lent  by  the 
Government  of  New  York  to  his  Majesty's  service  for  the  Expedi- 
tion against  Cape  Breton,  and  the  then  intended  one  against  Crowa 
point,  without  any  demand  of  their  being  replaced  from  this  Govern^ 
laent,  and  indeed  they  were  most  readily  for  the  present  Service  in 
which  they  are  employed  without  any  hesitation  by  your  Honour 
antil  I  requested  of  yon  to  spare  me  the  6  12  Pounders  for  his 
Majesty's  Service  in  which  I  am  engaged  at  Niagara.  I  am  sorry 
that  that  hath  occasioned  any  difficulty,  and  upon  the  whole  would 
beg  the  favour  of  your  Honour,  if  any  should  still  remain,  to  acquaint 
me  mt^  it,  that  I  may  certainly  know  what  I  have  to  depend  upon^ 
and  provide  as  well  as  I  can  for  the  service  in  case  of  any  disappoint*-, 
meut  as  to  the  six -12  Pounders,  and  I  would  further  desire  it  I  am- 
to  have  them,  that  your  Honour  would  be  pleased  to  give-Orders  for 
the  immediate  delivery  of  them  to  Mr.  Alexander  and  Lewis  Morris, 
that  they  may  be  transported  to  Osweego  before  the  Waters  are  too 
low. 

I  should  have  mentioned;  that  new  Carriages  were  made  here  for 
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ilie  eighi  18  Ponnders,  which  tre  gone  to  Nova  Sootia,  so  I  BhaU 
immediately  letorn  the  former  Carriages. 

Tear  Honours  intentions  in  jonr  Letter,  that  the  Fnnd  yon  faaye 
for  defraying  the  Expenoes  of  what  General  Braddock  hath  Ordered 
me  to  do  for  making  Osweego  defensible  is  exhausted,  and  that  jovl 
cant  bear  the  Expence  of  sending  the  Iron  Cannon  to  that  Fort :  by 
the  inckeed  Extract  of  the  Generars  Instructions  to  me,  your  Honour 
will  see  that  I  am  directed  <<  to  make  Application  to  your  Honour  for 
*^  the  Money  wanted  to  make  Osweego  defensible;  out  of  those  appro- 
<'  priated  by  the  Government  of  New  York  for  the  Befefice  of  their  Fron- 
''  tiert."  I  remember  well  that  the  sum  mentioned  by  your  Honour  to 
the  General  in  Council  at  Alexandria  as  what  you  had  in  yonr  power, 
and  would  dispose  of  to  his  Orders  for  the  making  of  Osweego  defen3ible 
was  £500,  which  I  understood  was  the  sum  you  Confined  it  too ;  and 
I  would  not  press  your  Honour  for  any  thing  out  of  your  power,  at 
the  same  time  I  would  submit  it  to  your  Consideration  whether  it 
may  not  be  thought  something  extraordinary  for  your  Government 
to  put  the  Crown  to  the  S^pence  of  transporting  Cannon  to  one  of 
its  own  Forts  within  the  Province,  or  even  for  making  Carriages  for 
them }  but  that  shall  be  entirely  as  your  Honour  pleases,  all  thai  I 
desire  is,  that  the  Gannon  may  be  transported  to  Osweego  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  Carriages,  &o.,  provided  for  them,  and  if  your  Govern- 
ment is  not  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  it,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
give  Orders  for  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  Cannon  to  Messrs. 
Alexander  and  Morris,  whom  I  will  order  to  take  care  of  it  As  to 
any  sum  of  Money  which  your  Honour  may  have  advanced  above 
the  £500  in  the  above  mentioned  service  nothing  shall  be  wanting 
in  me  that  I  can  regularly  do  to  set  it  right ;  and  I  can  at  present 
see  no  difficulty  in  it.    , 

Your  Honor  observes,  that  I  must  be  scn«ble  from  Mr.  Stoddart'a 
Letter  which  you  put  into  my  hands,  that  the  Fort  which  the  French 
have  at  Niagara  is  a  weak  triffling  thing,  and  incapable  of  Defence, 
and  that  you  are  of  opinion  five  hundred  would  easily  reduce  it, 
unless  ilie  French  have  time  to  throw  vp  some  new  Works  about  it, 
and  reinforce  it  with  a  Body  of  Troops,  I  agree  with  your  Honour 
in  this ;  but  that  is  not  the  point  under  Consideration.  The  Ques- 
tion is,  Whether  the  French  will  not  probably  have  thrown  np  new 
Works,  and  reinforced  it  with  a  Body  of  Troops,  before  the  Forces 
destined  for  the  reduction  of  that  Fort  can  arrive  at  Niagara,  espeo- 
cially  as  the  French  have  had  an  Opportunity  of  gaining  Intelligence 
of  our  designs  against  that  Fort  by  the  way  of  Albany.  Evwy  Per- 
soowho  is  allowed  to  be  a  good  Judge  in  this  matter  here  that  I  have 
Conversed  with,  is  fully  of  that  Opinion,  as  is  the  Geperal  Assembly 
of  this  Province,  who  have  informed  themselves  very  critically  in 
the  Affair  from  Mr.  Lydius  of  your  Government  and  Cap^  Kellogg 
of  this  Province,  who  are  both  remarkably  well  acquainted  with  the 
Country  and  matters  in  Question.  Your  Honour  acknowledges  in 
Your  Letter,  that  the  reduction  of  the  French  Fort  and  the  gaining 
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poflseasioil  of  the  Pass  at  Niagara,  are  of^*  *^  ImportaDce  to  the 
British  Interests  in  General  which  I  represent  it  to  be  ofif.  Upon, 
what  then  does  Your  Honour  Oroand  joar  opinion;  that  the  French 
will  give  it  up  to  the  English  withont  ezertiDg  their  utmost  Efforts, 
and  mastering  a  strong  Body  of  Troops  in  the  Defence  of  it,  before  it 
is  possible  for  the  English  Poroes  to  arrive  at  Niagara,  since  there 
can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  but  that  our  designs  against  it  most  be 
violently  suspected  by  them,'if  not  known  with  absolute  certainty. 

If  that  should  not  be  Your  Opinion,  then  why  does  Your  Honour 
think  that  no  part  of  the  forces  originally  designed  for  the  Ezpedi* 
tion  against  Grown  point  can  he  spared  from  that  Service  to  strengthen 
those  which  are  designed  for  Niagara.  You  expressly  acknowledge 
in  your  Letter  that,  <<  I  certainly  look  upon  the  attempt  against 
"  Niagara  in  a  true  light,  and  that  if  the  French  master  a  Strong 
"  Force  at  that  place,  it  must  weaken  their  fforces  at  Crown  point.** 

Your  Honour  s/ys  in  your  Letter,  <<  That  if,  the  other  Govern-* 
*^  meats  take  no  Umbrage  at  the  present  destination  of  the  New 
'^  Jersey  fforces, — ^you  shall  acquiesce,  and  you  hope  they  will  not.'' 
I  beg  leave  to  acquaSnt  your  Honour  that  I  fully  laid  this  matter 
before  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  when  I  was  at  Hartford, 
and  they  took  not  the  least  umbrage  at  it ;  and  you  will  see  by  the 
Vote  of  my  own  Government,  that  they  are  far  from  doing  it,  and 
you  are  sensible  that  these  two  Governments,  with  that  of  New 
York,  will  raise  3300  of  the  4200  men  which  are  to  be  raised  for 
the  Expedition  against  Grown  point,  so  that  I  have  Reason  to  hope 
that  neither  New  Hampshire  nor  Ehode  Island  Government  will. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  thiCt  General  Braddoek  originally  intended 
that  the  whole  Gorps  of  mine  and  Sir  Will"*  Pepperrells  Regiments, 
should  proceed  to  Niagara.  But  that,  as  your  Honour  advised  him 
to  post  two  Companies  of  the  latter  Eegiment  at  Oswego,  for  the 
defence  of  that  Fort,  (within  the  Government  of  New  York,)  which 
your  Honour  says  in  your  Letter,  was  the  reason  of  his  doing  it,  and 
eonsequently  occasioned  the  lessening  of  the  Forces,  that  would 
otherwise  have  gone  in  that  Expedition ;  I  hope  you  may  think  thai 
a  reason,  why  neither  your  Honour  nor  your  Government  should 
take  Exception  to  those  forces  being  further  strengthened  out  of 
those  raised  for  the  Service  at  Crown  Point,  if  the  other  Govern-- 
ments  agree  to  it. 

Youir  Honour  further  says  in  Your  Letter,  ^^  that  I  tell  yon  there 
will  meet  probably  be  raised  4,700  for  the  Service  at  Crown  Point,'' 
aod  farther  say,  <<  that  the  Number,  according  to  the  Quota's  of  the 
several  Governments,  the  Jerseys  included, /where,  as  You  was 
informed,  when  <<  at  Alexandria,  4500,  Yiz^ :  Massachusetts;  1200 ; 
''New  Hampshire,  600 ;  Rhode  Island,  400  3  Connecticutt,  1000 ; 
'^New  York,  800  ;  Jerseys,  500;  so  that  these  last  taken  out.  Your 
'^  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  where  the  other  100 
"are  to  be  raised,"  and  proceed  to  say,  "that  you  hope  Major 
^  General  Johnson  will  be  able  to  engage  .800  Indians.''    To  give. 
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Tour  Honour  satisfaction  in  this  matter,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
observe  to  yon,  that  the  Computation  of  the  Quota's  of  Men  to  be 
raised  by  the  Colonies,  which  yon  referr  tO;  was  mentioned  in  a 
Council  at  Alexandria,  and  if  you  will  give  yourself  the  Trouble  to 
consult  your  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  that  Counci],  you  will  find  that 
those  Quota's  are  there  mentioned  to  amount  to  4400^  not  4500  as 
you  make  them. 

Another  mistake  is,  that  yon  include  the  New  Jersey  forces  in 
your  Number  of  4500,  Whereas,  it  was  not  known  at  the  time  of 
that  Council,  whether  that  Government  would  raise  any  or  not. 
Your  Honour  may  remember,  that  the  Express,  which  brought  the 
General  the  News  of  their  having  voted  500  Men,  did  not  arrive  till 
the  night  before  you  left  Alexandria.  Your  Honour  makes  a  mis- 
take likewise,  as  to  the  Quota's  of  three  of  the  Colonies,  from  whence 
the  Gross  number  mentioned  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  was 
made  up,  which  it  is  not  material  to  enter  into.  It  is  more  to  the 
purpose,  to  sbow  how  I  make  out  the  Number  of  Men,  which  I  said 
in  my  Letter,  would  probably  be  raised ;  To  do  which,  I  reckon  to 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  1500 ;  Connecticut,  1000  ;  New  York,  800; 
New  Hampshire,  500;  Rhode  Island,  400;  the  Indians,  BOOj  in 
all  4500.  If  I  have  called  them  4700^  I  made  a  mistake  of  200; 
which  I  hope  you  will  Excuse. 

Your  Honour  observes,  that  I  have  expressed  my  Surprize  &  Con- 
eem  at  yout  supposed  Omission  to  Grant  General  Johnson  a  War- 
rant to  impress  Carriages,  Battoes,  &c.,  and  assure  me,  that  you 
have  sent  him  one.  That  assurance,  perfectly  oonvinces  me,  that 
you  did.  But  that  you  may  not  think  I  imagin'd  upon  slight 
Grounds,  that  you  had  not,  I  beg  leave  to  let  you  know,  that  the 
Person  who  gave  me  such  Information,  told  me  in  the  most  positive 
manner,  that  he  had  it  from  Mr.  Johnson's  own  Mouth,  upon  the 
Road  between  Albany  and  Mount  Johnson ;  that  he  expressed  a 
great  uneasiness  at  it,  and  mentioned  it  with  a  design,  that  I  shonld 
be  acquainted  with  it ;  Your  Honour  will,  I  hope,  Excuse  my  being 
alarm'd  at  it.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  furnishing  Mr.  Alexander^ 
my  Agent,  with  an  Impress  Warrant  likewise. 

Your  Honour  says  in  Your  Letter  '^  you  should  be  glad  to  under- 
'^  stand  my  reasoning,  how  Your  applying  at  the  request  of  the 
'*  Assembly  to  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  for  leave  to  raise 
'^  Men  in  that  Colony,  can  with  any  Propriety,  be  said  to  weaken 
"  the  forces  for  Crown  point."  I  hope  my  lost  Letter  to  You  hath 
fully  Explained  it ;  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  told  me  at  Hart- 
ford, that  if  the  Assembly  should  give  your  Government  leave  to 
raise  500  men  within  their  Colony,  pursuant  to  your  Honours 
request,  they  would  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of  making  an  Angu menta- 
tion to  their  own  Troops,  which  they  had  before  thought  of  doing, 
to  the  amount  of  500  Men.  I  presume  Your  Honour  will  allow, 
that  in  such  Case,  your  raising  the  500  Men  desired,  in  Connecticut, 
instead  of  your  own  Government,  and  by  that  means,  preventing  the 
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the  Government  of  Connecticut  from  making  their  designed  addi- 
tion of  500  Men  to  their  own  Troops,  might  with  propriety,  be  said 
to  weaken  the  forces  ''  raised  for  Crown  point" 

Tonr  Honour  concludes  Your  Letter  with  telling  me,  that  you 
mentioned  it  as  Tour  Opinion  to  General  Braddock,  at  Alexandria, 
"  that  1300  Men  of  the  two  Regiments,  should  go  to  reduce  Niagara, 
''and  that  having  secured  that  Pass,  and  left  there  a  Garrison  of 
''  300  Men,  the  i;emaining  thousand  should  proceed  to  the  Peninsula, 
''on  the  Lake  .Erie,  and  secure  that  Post,  by  which  means  the 
<'  General  would  with  more  ease,  penetrate  through  that  Country 
"  from  the  Ohio,  and  so  return  by  the  way  of  Niagara,  and  that  the 
<<  General  seemM  to  approve  of  the  Plan.''  And  you  advise  mo  to 
pursue  it.  The  General  communicated  to  me  the  Plan  he  proposl^d, 
with  regard  to  the  Operations  upon  the  Ohio,  and  the  reduction  of 
Niagara,  at  first  by  Letter  from  Williamsburg,  afterwards  the  whole 
Plan  was  settled  the  first  day  of  my  Meeting  him  at  Alexandria, 
between  him,  Commodore  Keppel,  and  myself,  and  1  beg  leave  to 
aasiire  Your  Honour,  however  the  General  might  seem  to  approve 
of  your  Plan  of  my  passing  over  to  the  Presque  Isle  and  Riviere  au 
BoeafiF,  (as  Yon  elsewhere  in  Your  Letter  propose,)  to  assist  him,^ 
he  did  not  let  one  Word  drop  to  me,  either  in  his  Letter,  or  at  the 
settlement  of  the  Plan,-  or  in  Conversation  afterwards  concerning  it ; 
and  my  Orders  for  employing  the  Forces  under  my  Command,  after 
secfuring  the  Pass  at  Niagara,  are  discretionary.  I  thank  Your 
Honour  for  Your  advice  to  myself,  which  will  have  great  weight 
with  me.  But  I  am  informed  I  shall  meet  with  an  insuperable 
difficulty  in  executing  Your  Scheme,  as  without  Horses,  which  are 
not  to  be  had  at  Niagara,  I  shall  not  be  so  able  to  transport  the 
Battoes  and  Train  of  Artillery,  over  the  Strait  to  Lake  Erie,  which,'' 
.  I  presume.  Your  Honour  thinks  necessary  to  be  done  ;  I  beg  Leave, 
upon  the  whole,  to  assure  you,  that  Twill  use  my  utmost  endeavours 
to  execute  my  Command,  in  the  best  manner  I  can  for  his  Majesty's 
Service,  and  that  any  Obstacles,  which  may  be  thrown  in  my  way, 
will  allow. 

X  am,  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 

Your  Honours  most  Humble, 
'  &  most  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Boston,  June  1, 1755. 

Directed. 

Gov  Shirley  to  Gov'  Delancy,  about  cannon  for  ye  Crown  point 
&  Niagara  Expedition. 

Indorsed^ 

Inclosed  in  Mr.  Alexander's  Lre.  of  the  9**  June,  1756. 
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Gov.  Db  Lancby  to  Gov.  Moreis,  1755. 

New  York,  11  June,  1755. 
Sir: 

Mj  Son  James  is  ordered  into  vonr  Government  to  recruit  for  Sir 
William  Pepperel's  Regiment.     I  have  directed  him  to  wwtonyon 
to  desire  your  Countenance  in  His  Service.    I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  moftt  obedient  & 
most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LApCEY. 
The  Honorable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris. 
Indorsed, 
Go?'  Do  Lancey,  by  his  Son.    June  4%  1755. 


B.  Franklin  to  E.  Peters,  1755. 

Thursday,  June  5,  '55. 
Sir: 

I  sent  M'.  Burd's  Letter*  &  yours,  which  were  given  me  by  the 
Speaker  yesterday,  to  M'.  Fox,  who  lives  nearest  to  me  of  any  of 
Members  of  Assembly.  I  am  not  well  enough  to  go  about  the  Town 
in  this  extreme  hot  weather ;  but  Some  of  the  Members  having  been 
kind  enough  to  vi^it  me,  I  find  they  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Appli- 
cation to  them  is  quite  improper.  As  they  have  had  no  Meeting  on 
the  Occasion,  and  some  of  them  decline  meeting  at  all  on  an  Affiiir 
which  they  think  no  way  belongs  to  them  to  meddle  with,  I  can  say 
nothing  further,  than,  that  I  am,  very  a£fectionatelj, 

Yours,  &o., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S;  I  will  send  to  enquire  for  the  Letters,  k  when  I  get  them 
will  send  them  to  you. 

Directed, 

To  Bichard  Peters,  Esq'. 
Indorted. 

B.  Franklin,  5  June,  1755. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VL,  p.  404. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  E,  Peters,  1755. 

Thursday  moitiiag,  Jane  5. 
I>  Sir : 

I  think  the  speaker  might  condescend  to  give  an  answer  to  the 
letter  yon  wrote,  or  since  he  does  not^  a  written  answer  should  be 
liad  from  the  members  of  the  Committee ;  if  the  People  should  leave 
the  road  for  want  of  arms,'*'  which  they  had  appljd  to  me  for^  I 
shonld  have  it  to  shew  that  I  had  applyd  to  those  that  have  power 
over  Publick  money,  and  had  been  deny'd  what  was  necessary  for 
the  service,  that  I  am  told  the  House  have  resolved  to  be  at  the  sole 
charge  of.    There  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  work  will  be  in- 
tempted  by  some  stragling  Indians,  or  may  be  only  by  the  fears  and 
defenceless  state  of  those  employd  in  the  work^-and  the  march  and 
supply  of  the  army  made  more  difficult  by  that  means — the  whole 
blame  of  which  I  must  have  it  in  my  power  to  throw  off  myself.     I 
must  therefore  insist  on  an  answer  in  writing,  which  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  procure  time  enough  to  write  to  Burd,  by  M'.  Swaine. 

Tours, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Directed.  M' Peters. 
Lidoned.  OoV  Morris,  5  June,  1755. 


B.  Peters  to  Isaac  Norris. 

To  Isaac  Norris,  Esquire. 
Sir: 

An  opportunity  now  offering  to  send  an  answer  to  M'.  Burd,  I 
have  the  Governors  Commands  to  desire  your  Answers  to  my  Letter 
of  yesterday,  which  you  wUl  please  to  favour  me  with  by  my  Ser- 
vant. 


Extract  op  a  Lbttkr  from  Gov'r   Hopkins  to  Gov'r 
Shirley,  dated  Providence,  June  5th,  1765. 

Your  Excellency's  letter,  accompanied  by  Extracts  from  Major 
Qeneral  Johnson's  letter  and  his  Instructions  I  received  by  Express 
cm  Saturday  Evening,  &  on  Tuesday  by  the  Post,  was  favoured  w* 
your  other  letter,  and  the  resolve  of  your  Great  &  General  Court, 
impowering  your  Excellency  to  take  500  of  the  forces  rais^  for  the 
Expedition  to  Crown  Point  w***  you,  in  your  midland  Enterprize. 

The  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
when  I  shall  lay  the  several  matters  recommended  by  you,  as  also 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  403. 
15* 
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those  mentioned  by  GeneralJohnaon  before  theni|  and  shall  not  &il  to 
do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevail  with  the  Assembly  to  take  effeo- 
toal  measnrei^  that  all  may  be  done  therein  that  is  fit  for  them  to 
do.  There  is  no  doabt  but,  they  will  accede  to  the  Resolve  of  yonr 
Assembly;  for  part  of  the  forces  destined  for  Crown  Point  going  to 
Niagara. 

Bztraot  of  a  letter  from  Gov'  Hopkins  to  Gov'  Shirleyi  dated  5«^ 
Jaaei  1756. 


Gov.  De  Lancbt  to  Gov.  Morris  1755. 

New  York,  5  Jane,  1755. 
Sir  : 

I  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  Minutes  at  Alexandria,  according  to 
yonr  request,  by  Captain  Ord,*  who  came  Hither  from  Newfound- 
land, and  is  going  through  Philadelphia,  in  his  way  to  General 
Braddock,  to  command  the  train  ;  he  is  a  Gentleman  that  seems  to 
understand  his  business  well,  is  modest  and  very  obliging,  he  has 
given  me  a  plan  for  fortifying  Statten  Island ;  bis  Merit,  and  the 
Service  he  goes  on,  will  entitle  him  to  your  advice  ft  assistance.  I 
hear  your  Assembly  are  again  to  meet,  1  hope  the  result  will  be  for 
the  public  Service.  I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  most 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 
(Governor  Morris. 
Indorsed. 

Gov'  Delancy,  by  Cap^  Ord,  Commander  of  the  train. 
7  June,  1755. 


W.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Dear  Morris, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  20th  May,  &  have  Seen  that  to 
Gap*  Ornie  giving  an  acco*  of  ye  State  of  Affairs  in  Europe,  from 
w'^  a  War  Seems  unavoidable.  Your  Speech  to  your  Assembly  in- 
clos'd  in  mine  is  drawn  with  proper  Spirit  &  Sense,  and  in  my 
opinion  founded  upon  very  good  Reasons.  I  wrote  you  Some  time 
ago  a  Letter  fnll  of  Complaints,  and  forget  at  present  whom  it  went 
by ;  the  Truth  is  I  have  many  things  that  give  me  much  uneasiness, 
w^"  I  had  rather  tell  you  than  write  to  you,  and  w^^  put  me  almost 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  865. 
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beyond  mj  Stock  of  patience :  I  never  expected  ye  most  perfect 
Conduct  with  regard  to  Some  Friends  of  yours  &  mine,  but  I  could 
not  have  imagined  it  would  have  been  so  intolerable.     On  Monday 
we  move  from  this  place  with  200  WaggoDS :  How  we  shall  set  that 
Number  over  Such  Roads  &  thro'  such  weather  as  we  hav^nad  for 
06me  time  past  I  know  not,  however  I  doubt  not  we  shall  get^firo' 
it;  We  compute  that  w^  shall  be  before  Fort  Duqnesne  in  little 
more  than  three  weeks.  If  we  are  not  long  detained  there ;  the  De- 
sign Seems  to  be  to  go  down  Lake  Erie  in  order  to  join  ye  Northern 
Forces  at  Niagara*    I  have  shewn  ye  General  thst  part  of  your 
Letter  to  me  relating  to  ye  present  of  provision  you  intend  making 
him.    If  I  knew  what  you  had  advanced  for  Forage,  I  would  take ' 
care  you  sh'  have  Bills  Sent  you  upon  Col.  Hunter,  without  that  it 
will  be  impossible,  &  I  am  afl^id  therefore  cannot  be  in  my  power 
before  we  go :  Leslie  is  not  expected  at  ye  Camp  for  Some  time.     I 
took  ye  liberty  of  a  Friend  in  my  last  of  giving  you  advice ;  I  am 
sensible  how  little  you  stand  in  need  of  any  thing  of  that  Sort  from 
me,  but  I  could  not  hear  auy  thing  ye  least  to  your  disadvantage 
without  writing  to  you  upon  it.     The  persons  from  whom  I  received 
my  Intelligence  were  ye  Franklin's  who  expressed  a  great  opinion 
of  your  Honor  &  ability :  you  tell  me  in  one  of  your's  that  ye  Father 
is  a  sensible  man,  biit  too  much  attach'd  to  a  wrong  headed  party; 
I  thought  ye  Reverse  of  him,  otherwise  sh''  not  have  paid  so  much 
Regard  to  his  or  his  Son's  opinion  in  ye  matter,  as  I  know  what 
effect  Faction  has  upon  ye  most  able  and  most  deserving  men  in 
other  respects :  If  therefore  I  was  intirely  without  reason,  as  I  sus- 
pect I  was,  in  what  I  hinted  to  you,  I  cannot  think  you  will  take  it 
amiss  from  me,  but  rather  otherwise. 

I  have  it  much  at  heart  to  do  ye  Business  we  are  about  at  this 
Crisis  in  ye  most  effectual  manner,  but  own  to  you  at  ye  same  time. 
I  shall  be  very  glad  when  ye  Campaign  is  over.  Adieu,  dear  MorriS| 
I  can  Say  no  more  to  you  at  present  than  that  I  am 

Most  Sincerely  and  affectionately, 

W.  SHIRLEY.* 
Fort  Cumberland,  June  7, 1755. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  write  to  Mr.  Peters ;  I  beg  you  would 
give  my  Service  to  him  and  excuse  me.  He  has  desir'd  an  Engineer 
for  ye  Road ;  It  is  thought  impossible  at  present  to  Send  one. 

My  Friend  Orme  presents  his  best  Complim**. 

Direction. — On  His  Majesty's  Service,  To  the  Hon"'  Robert 
Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  Pensilvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, — ^W.  Shirley,  that  the  troops  would  move  with  two 
hundred  waggons  on  Monday  ye  9th.    N.  62. 


*  gon  of  Gov.  8. 
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Pass  givbn  by  Gbk.  Braddock  for  certain  Females,  1T55. 

By  His  Excellency  Edward  Braddock,  Esq'.,  Ckneral  and 
[L.  S.]        Commander  in  Chief  of  all  His  Majes.  Forces  in  NbrCh 
*     America. 

I  do  hereby  Certifie  that  the  Bearers,  Mary  Welch,  Ellaabetb 
Webster,  Mary  Walker,  Mary  Crab,  Darkey  Moreton,  Margaret 
Fergason,  Margaret  MoPherson,  Mary  Jones,  Eose  Larthy,  MarT 
Wray,  Mar|niret  Gates,  Catharine  McFarland^  Jane.  Campbell, 
Catharine  Watson,  Anne  Manning,  Susanna  Duncan,  Anne  Mo 
Donald,  Mary  Ryo,'  Margaret  Doggett,  Elisabeth  Bickerby,  Anne 
Anderson,  Jean  Anderson,  Mary  Scott,  Anne  Totle,  Christiana  Fer- 

gason,  Mary  Dimond,  Eleanor  Lemmon  &  Sarah  Lord,  are  wives  to 
oldiers  belonging  to  the  Forces  under  my  Command;  And  all 
C Bisons  whatsoever  are  hereby  required  to  Suffer  'em  to  pass  without 
indrance  or  molestation ;  Given  at  the  Camp  at  Fort  Cumberland, 
the  Ninth  Day  of  June,  1755. 

B.  BRADDOCK.* 
By  His  Excellency's  Command, 

W..  Shirley. 
/rtc^omi.— Protection  for  Soldier's  Wives,  9th  June,  1755. 


OOPIBS   OT  LKXTBRS    PROM    Wm.   ALEXANDER  TO  (jOVERlfOa 

Shirley,  1755.t 

New  York,  May  10%  1755. 

Sir: 

In  obedience  your  Excellency's  Command  I  shall  take  every  op- 
portunity of  Writing  to  You.  Cap*  Bradstreet,  with  the  two  Companies 
nnder  his  Command,  erabark'd  lost  Tuesday  Morning,  and  Sail'd  on 
Wednesday,  tlft  fine  Winds  he  had  must  have  carried  him  to  Albany 
before  Thursday  Night.  I'm  afraid  he'l  be  kept  there  some  time  for 
want  of  Battoes ;  he  has  with  him  every  thing  Yon  Ordered  me  to 
supply  him  with.  Have  also  sent  with  him  Eight  Ship  Carpenters, 
four  Sawyers,  One  Wheelwright  and  two  Black  smiths,  and  shall 
this  Afternoon  send  up  six  Sawyers  more,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes 
material  sufficient  will  be  ready  at  Osweego,  when  the  Master  Build 
ers  and  other  Carpenters  from  Boston  arrive  there,  to  go  immedi* 
ately  ta  work  on  the  Vessels.  One  Vessel  arrived  here  Yesterday 
with  Provisions  (in  part  of  the  Pensilvania  £10,000)  which  have 
sent  up  to  Albany  Consigned  to  Moses  Emerson,  and  in  his  absence 

*  Sec  Colon.  Rco.,  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  420,  480.  f  See  page  866. 
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to  Bolrart  Banndere,  agreeable  to  the  direetiona  sent  bj  the  Com- 
mittee  at  Boston  to  that  at  Philadelphia. 

The  Articles  to  be  provided  here  for  the  Niagara  Expedition  are 
in  great  fonrardneas,  and  hope  to  have  them  all  at  Scheneotadj  in 
less  than  a  fortnight 

On  Wednesday  last  I  waited  on  Gov*  De  Laney  for  his  leavD  to 
tij  the  rix  Brass  Cannon  von  ordered  us  to  get  proved,  when  he 
told  me  Uist  the  Connoil  had  agreed  to  spare  only  fonr  twelve 
Ponnders.  I  told  him  I  believed  yon  had  depended  on  having  six 
at  least,  and  that  in  viewing  the  Gannon  I  had  foond  one  Brass 
Eighteen  Ponnder  that  weighs  but  SSOO''  neat  and  bes'd  at  least  to 
have  that  added  to  the  four  twelve  Pounders,  he  said  he  would  noi 
consent  to  it  without  the  advice  of  Ooancil,  and  believed  that  they 
would  not  consent  to  part  with  any  18  Pounders,  as  they  wanted 
them  for  the  defence  of  this  place.  I  told  him  if  that  was  the  only 
Objection  it  could  be  got  over  by  your  replacing  it  with  a  twenty- 
four  Ponnder,  and  then  proposed  to  htm  that  I  should  have  his 
leave  to  to  try  all  the  Brass  Cannon  that  are  light  enough  for  your 
purpose,  and  that  you  might  hereafter  settle  the  Number  that  are  to 
go,  to  which  he  consented,  and  I  have  since  picked  out  seven,  six 
of  them  twelve  Pounders  and  one  Eighteen  Pounder,  which  are  to 
be  tried  this  Afternoon,  and  I  believe  if  Your  Excellency  sends  two 
or  three  twenty-four  Pounders  from  Castle  William  to  be  left  heroi 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  those  seven,  indeed  there 
will  then  be  no  Room  for  Objections  left. 

The  Eight  hundred  Men  of  this  Province,  I  believe,  will  be  raised 
in  time.  The  Command  of  them  is  not  yet  fixed.  150  Battoes  are 
Ordered  to  be  built  for  their  use.  But  there  is  not  one  yet  a  building 
for  the  forces  of  your  Oovernment,  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  nor 
Connecticut  if  they  are  to  be  built  it  is  high  time  Orders  should  be 
given  for  that  purpose,  nor  is  any  one  thing  preparing  here  for  the 
Crown  Point  Expedition  beyond  the  fitting  out  of  the  800  Men. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  Things  Commodore  Keppel  was  to 
send. 

T  shall  inclose  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  here,  which  Your  Ex- 
cellency desired  me  to  get  for  you.  Also  a  Copy  of  the  List  and 
Estimate  of  the  Provisions  and  Cloatbing,  &c.,  of  the  Jersey  forcQS, 
by  which  You  will  see  what  they  are  provided  with.  The  Provisions' 
that  We  are  purchasing  here  for  Your's  &  Sir  William  Pepperel's 
Regiments  are  Bread,  Pork,  Beef  and  Peas,  and  some  Rum;  if 
there  should  be  any  other  Articles  necessary  We  should  be  glad  to 
have  directions  as  soon  as  possible.  ^ 

I  intend  to  set  out  for  Albany  to-morrow,  and  shall  put  every 
thing  there,  as  forward  as  possible. 

I  am,  &c 

To  Gov'  Shirloy,  at  Boston. 
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Albany,  May  18«  1755.    * 

Sir: 

I  had  the  Honour  of  Writing  to  Toar  Excellency  the  10^  Inst 
from  New  York.  I  set  oat  from  thence  the  12<^,  and  came  here 
Yesterday  Evening.  I  find  that  Oap^  King,  with  his  Company,  left 
Schenectady  the  10*^,  and  'tis  expected  he  will  pass  the  Carrying 
place  this  day.  Cap^  Barford,  with  his  Company,  left  ScheaeeUdy 
last  Toesday,  and  Cap^  Bradstreet  with  his  on  Tuesday. 

There  have  been  several  French  Indians  in  this  Town  lately,  par- 
ticolarly  one  Tom  Wileman,  who,  as  he  speaks  both  Dntch  and 
English,  is  very  fit  to  get  Intelligence  for  them,  and  on  Cap^  Brad* 
street's  arrival  went  away  in  haste  last  Sunday  morning ;  more  are 
expected  here  to-day  or  to-morrow.  It  is  said  here,  that  the  Garri- 
son of  Crown  Point  is  400  men,  that  the  French  in  Canada  have  no 
apprehensions  of  any  Attack  from  the  English  this  Summer.  Bat 
of  (hese  matters,  I  suppose  Col.  Johnson  give  your  Excellency  a 
more  particular  Account  by  this  Conveyance  than  can  be  collected 
in  this  Town,  as  I  hear  there  is  a  French  Gentleman  just  arrived  at 
his  House  from  Montreal. 

The  People  of  Bumetsfield,  whom  I  engaged  to  go  and  clear  the 
upper  part  of  the  Mohawk's  Kivers  and  the  Wood  Creek,  are  I  hear 
already  at  Work.  The  Wood  Creek  is  what  most  wants  mending, 
and  as  it  is  a  narrow  winding  Creek  with  great  Numbers. of  large 
Trees  hanging  over  it,  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  few  Indians  to  fell  as 
many  Trees  into  it,  in  two  or  three  days,  as  would  require  a  Month 
to  Clear  out  again.  Wherefore  I  believe  it  would  be  of  great  use, 
that  one  Company  of  Pepperell's  Regiment  encamp  at  the  further 
end  of  the  great  Carrying  place,  and  it  would  be  better  still  if  a 
Company  be  encamped  at  each  end  of  that  Carrying  place,  but  as 
they  might  Guard  the  Battoes  at  each  end,  it  would  save  the 
Trouble  and  Expense  of  transporting  a  great  Number  of  Battoes 
over  the  Carrying  place,  besides  some  of  those  Men  may  be  employ- 
ed in  making  the  Road  over  the  Carrying  place  and  the  Passage 
down  the  Wood  Creek  still  better,  it  will  also  render  it  much  more 
safe  for  the  Troops  to  go  to  Osweego  in  small  Parties,  which  I  must 
beg  leave  to  advise,  for  besides  the  many  inconveniencies  that  will 
attend  their  going  in  large  bodies  and  loosing  time  in  passing  the 
Carrying  places,  a  great  deal  more  time  will  be  saved  if  they  imme- 
diately begin  to  march  off  in  Companies  as  they  can  get  ready,  at 
the  distance  of  a  day  or  two  of  each  other,  if  your  Excellency  ap- 
proves of  this,  it  will  be  proper  that  Col.  Mercer  has  your  Orders 
to  begin  to  send  up  the  Men  of  Sir  Will""  Pepperell's  Regiment  in 
that  manner  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  they  take  a  proportion  cl 
Provi£(ion  and  such  other  things  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  ready 
to  go,  under  their  protection.  I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
two,  or  at  least  one  Man  in  a  Battoe  that  understands  the  manage- 
ment of  them.    Cap*  Ring  and  Bradstreet  are  both  provided  in  that 
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manner^  and  tbere  are  very  few  now  left  either  here  or  at.  Seheneo- 
tadj  who  are  fit  for  that  purpose,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  get 
enough  of  these  People  if  the  Troops  go  altogether,  bat  if  thej  go 
in  PartieSy  the  same  Persons  may  return  and  go  two  or  three  Trips. 

In  mj  Letter  of  the  10'^  I  mentioned  to  Your  Excellency  that  I 
had  picked  out  seven  pieces  of  Brass  Cannon  which  Qoy'  Do  Lancey 
had  given  me  leave  to  try,  they  were  tried  that  afternoon  and  stood 
the  proof  extremely  well.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  Your  Excel- 
lenoy  could  prevail  on  Gov'  De  Lancey  to  let  you  have  all  seven,  and 
that  we  could  have  his  leave  to  send  them  up  here  directly,  for  I 
would  willingly  have  every  thing  ready  at  Schenectady  to  embark 
when  you  arrive  there. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  Col.  Johnson,  Buias  it  appears  to  me  to  be  abso« 
lately  necessary  to  build  two  or  three  strong  Store-houses  between 
this  and  the  Oreat  Carrying  place  to  Crown  Point  before  the 
Provisions  and  Stores  are  sent  up.  I  can't  help  acquainting  Your 
Excellency  that  I  think  it  will  be  very  proper  that  such  of  the 
Forces  designed  for  the  Enterprise  against  Crown  Point  as  are  ready 
do  as  soon  as  possible  March  to  Cover  the  Execution  of  that  Work, 
what  renders  their  coming  here  soon  the  more  necessary  is,  that  by 
some  unaccountable  Panic  got  into  the  People  to  the  Northward  of 
this  Town,  they  have  all  left  the  Plantations  on  that  side  to  within 
thiee  or  four  Miles  of  the  Town,  and  there  is  no  getting  any  Body 
to  do  any  thing,  that  way,  but  under  strong  Guards. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

To  Gov  Shirley,  at  Boston. 

Albany,  May  27%  1766. 

Sir: 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  20^*,  by  Joseph  Glidden,  I 

deceived  yesterday  afternoon.     He  and  the  other  five  Ship  Carpen* 

^rs  set  out  this  Morning  for  Schenectady,  where  they  are  to  embark 

*>-morrow  Morning  for  Osweego,  in   Company  with  12  Battoes, 

"^hich  I  send  there  with  Provisions,  each  of  these  Battoes  have  two 

^lenin  them,  who  in  General  are  provided  with  Fire  Arms.     Tbis 

fis  all  the  Guard  it  is  possible  to  get  for  the  Carpenters  (for  there  are 

^■^0  Troops  left  here)  and  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  be  sufficient,  for  the 

People  of  this  Country  are  daily  passing  betwixt  this  and  Osweego, 

^thout  any  apprehension  of  danger  that  way. 

The  Stores  sent  us  by  Commodore  Keppel,  and  most  of  the  other 
Necessaries,  for  the  two  Vessels,  are  already  in  proper  Store-houses 
at  Schenectady,  also  the  greatest  part  of  the  Provisions,  which 
Your  Excellency  Ordered  to  be  provided  for  your  own  and  Sir 
William's  Regiments,  and  Stores  are  there  provided  to  receive  all  the 
other  Necessaries,  which  shall  be  sent  there  as  fast  as  they  arrive 
here. 
I  have  viewed  all  the  Grounds  about  Schenectady  fit  for  Encamp. 
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mentS)  and  tbree  places  wbicb  I  think  the  most  oonyeDient  I  shall 
have  Plans  of,  ready  to  lay  before  Yoar  EzoeUenoy  at  New  York. 
Ool.  Glen's  House,  which  is  the  most  oonvenient  about  Sebeneetady, 
will  be  pro|>osed  for  Your  Excellency's  own  quarters.    I  haye  alin 
engaged  for  yon  a  conrenient  Honse  in  this  Town.     A  Nnnber  of 
People  are  at  Work  in  the  Wood  Greek,  and  on  the  Carrying  Place, 
to  mend  the  Passage  there  which  was  the  most  needful  to  Osweego. 
Others  are  employed  in  making  Passages  thro'  the  most  shallow 
Rif^s  in  the  Mohawk^s  River.     1  have  directed  two  Store-houses  to 
be  built,  one  on  each  end  of  the  Carrying  place,  of  Strong  Logs, 
Covered  and  floor'd  with   Bark,  35  feet  Long  and  20  feet  broad. 
These  will  be  sufficient,  and  the  cost  of  them  trifling,  but  it  will  be 
of  great  use  that  some  Men  encamp  at  each  of  the  e^  Houses,  until 
all  the  Stores  are  carried  over.  The  Battoes  are  in  great  forwardness, 
the  whole  Number  of  them  which  Your  Excellency  Ordered  will  be 
ready  at  Schenectady  within  twenty  days  from  this  lime,  and  ever; 
thing  else  which  you  have  Ordered,  I  think  may  be  there  before 
that  time.  And  I  must  take  the  Liberty  of  saying  that  I  heartily 
wish  Your  Excellency  with  the  Troops  could  be   there  about  that 
time,  many  things  make  it  necessary  that  no  titne  be  lost.    The 
Water  in  the  Mohawk's  River  and  Wood  Creek  grows  shallow  about 
the  middle  and  latter  end  of  the  Summer,  which  makes  the  Passage 
tedious.     The  French  in  Canada  are  not  in  the  least  apprised  or  ap- 
prehensive of  any  Attack  from  the  English,  but  on  the  Ohio,  and  to 
the  Eastward,  The  Troops  going  to  Osweego  is  looked  upon  only  as 
a  Reinforcement  of  that  Garrison,  and  Xlol.   Johnson's  Enterprise 
will  be  looked  upon  as  only  a  design  of  building  a  strong  Fort  on  the 
Carrying  place,  a  Report  of  which  they  have  had  some  time.    The 
Gov'  of  Canada  has  acquainted  the  Caghnawagas  that  he  has  noth- 
ing against  it,  if  they  don't  come  over  the  middle  of  the  Carrying 
place,  so  far  he  allows  the  English  to  have  right,  but  if  they  do  be 
is  determined  to  oppose  with  Force.     This  is  what  all  the  Cagbna- 
wagas  lately  here,  and  ther  French  Gentleman  mentioned  in  my  last, 
Agree  in. 

I  have  obtained  an  actual  Survey  of  Osweego  and  tire  Fort  there, 
also  an  actual  Survey  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  way  between  that 
place  and  this.  The  Maps  and  Plans  of  which  I  shall  have  ready  at 
New  York.  Several  of  the  principal  Indian  Traders  have  promised 
me,  that  if  Your  Excellency  Chuses  it,  they  will  attend  You  to 
Osweego,  or  where'ver  else  you  please.  Some  of  tbem  may  be  of 
great  use. 

-  There  are  no  Sailors  to  be  had  here,  and  I  believe  but  few  at  New 
York ;  if  You  can  get  about  20  good  ones  from  Boston  We  may,  I 
believe,  mak^  up  the  remainder  at  about  50*  sterl.  *^  Month. 

*  Referred  to  in  foregoing. 
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By  a  Sloop  just  arrived  from  New  York,  I  have  an  account  of  the 
Arrival  of  a  Vessel  there  in  28  days  from  London^  and  brings  advice 
ikaA  a  War  is  speedily  expected. 

If  the  Wind  be  fiur^  I  shall  set  out  for  New  York  this  afternoon. 

I  am.  Sir;  &o. 
To  Gov  Shirley,  at  Boston. 

^  New  York,  June  5*  1755. 

Sir, 

The  last  Letter  I  wrote  to  Your  Excellency,  was  of  the  27**  May, 
from  Albany,  by  EUick  Thorp,  that  day  I  left  Albany,  and  came 
here  last  Friday.  Since  that  time,  have  been  employed  in  dispatching 
from  hen^  the  Stores  and  Provisions  for  the  Niagara  Expedition,  I 
hope  the  whole  of  those  will  be  from  hence  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

Yesterday  I  received  the  Duplicate  of  your  Excellency's  favour 
of  the  24**  May,  with  the  addition  thereto,  and  Copy  of  your  Letter 
to  Oov'  De  Lancey,  'tis  likely  that  the  Original  of  the  Letter  will 
not  be  produced  to  the  Council  or  the  World  here,  and  that  spme 
kind  of  Excuse  will  be  made  to  your  Excellency  for  Oliy^r's  Asser- 
tions in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Fitch,  perhaps  evade  it.  Wherefore  I 
shall  not  let  them  know  that  I  have  a  Copy  of  that  Letter,  till  His 
probable  they  have  wrote  you  in  answer  thereto,  for  Oliver  has  oftcu 
since  his  Eetum  from  Concecticut,  made  the  same  Assertions  here, 
with  other  things  unbecoming  him,  and  I  doubt  not  but  by  his  Answer, 
he  will  bring  some  Contradiction  on  himself,  in  the  meantime,  the 
matter  shall  be  truly  represented  to  the  proper  Persons  here. 

In  my  last  Letter,  I  acquainted  your  Excellency  that  I  had  di- 
rected two  Storehouses  to  be^  built  on  the  Carrying  place,  but  on 
talking  to  Col.  Johnson  about  it,  he  told  me  he  thought  it  would 
displease  the  Indians  to  do  it  without  their  Consent,  and  promised 
me  he  would  use  his  Endeavours  to  obtain  that,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Six  Nations  at  his  House,  which  is  to  be  about  thb  time,  Where- 
fore I  directed  the  matter  to  be  suspended  till  then,  and  shall  now 
write  to  Col.  Johnston  that  it  may  go  on. 

We  are  now  fitting  out  with  Provisions  and  Necessarys,  the  200 
men  for  Sir  Will"  Pepperrell's  Regiment,  which  your  Excellency 
has  Ordered  to  Encamp  on  the  Carrying  place,  which  shall  all  be' 
ready  to  Morrow.  But  I  don't  expect  they'l  move  from  hence  till 
Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  as  some  of  the  Officers  for  that  Service 
are  still  out  Recruiting.  By  Saturday,  I  hope  to  dispatch  Cap^ 
Broadly  and  Loforey,  with  all  the  Remainder  of  the  Stores  for  the 
Vessels,  and  that  they'l  be  so  forward,  to  be  at  Schenectady  ready 
to  embark  when  the  200  men  come  there. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

To  Gov'  Shirley,  at  Boston. 
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New  York,  Juno  7%  1755. 
Sir, 

Tbe  foregoing  ib  a  Copy  of  my  last,  which  went  by  Cap*.  Owen, 
(via  Rhode  Isle,)  who  is  going  by  Order  of  Commodore  Keppel  to 
Fiinda  Bay,  to  take  the  Command  of  the  Vulture  Sloop,  the  va- 
cancy thereby  made  of  the  Officers  of  the  Osweego  and  Ontario,  is 
filled  by  Cap^  Laforey,  who  is  arrived  here  from  the  Commodore  for 
that  purpose. 

Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  2'  I  have,  and  shall  immediately 
write  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Albany,  to  have  materials  ready,  in  case 
you  should  Order  100  Battocs  more,  and  if  you  do  determine  to  have 
them,  it  will  be  best  to  let  Mr.  Stevenson  know  of  it  direct  from 
^oston,  as  it  will  save  a  good  deal  of  time. 

The  Council  here  have  on  Fridav  last  Agreed  to  spare  your  Er- " 
cellency  7  of  the  8  Brass  Cannon  here,  six  twelve  Pounders,  &  one 
Eighteen  Pounder.  The  Morning  the  Council  agreed  to  it,  Gov' 
De  Lancey  told  me  he  believed  they  would  not  agree  to  let  either  of 
the  18  Pounders  go.  On  which  I  bcg'd  of  him  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
the  one  which  is  lightest,  and  to  represent  to  them  that  a  Oun  so  fit 
for  the  Service,  ought  to  go  by  all  means,  for  its  weight  is  but  25ct. 
The  other  I  was  not  anxious  about,  as  I  believe  it  is  quite  too  heavy 
foi;the  Mohawks  River,  its  weight  is  38ct,  which  is  a  1000  weight 
more  than  the  Batt^)es  can  bear,  and  if  they  are  made  much  larger, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  get  them  thro'  some  of  the.  short  horns  in 
the  Wood  Creek.  Those  seven  brass  Cannon  were  yesterday  put  on 
board  a  Sloop  for  Albany-,  also  seven  Iron  nine  Pounders,  to  be  ex* 
changed  at  Albany  for  six  Pounders,  (for  the  defence  of  Osweego,^ 
there  being  no  six  Pounders  here,  the  Carriages  for  the  latter  we 
had  made  here,  &  are  also  going  up. 

Mr.  Morris  and  I  now  write  to  the  Committee  at  Philadelphia,  to 
proceed  as  you  direct  with  re^rd  to  the  Provisions.  About  120  Bar- 
rels Beef  which  came  from  thence  lately,  we  took  into  Store  to  wait 
your  further  orders.  But  we  shall  now  send  them  to  Mr.  Emerson. 

What  Articles  we  have  yet  paid  for,  (of  those  your  Excell^  Ord*) 
We  have  taken  Receipts  on  the  Accounts,  but  for  the  future  we 
shall  pay  all  Accounts  in  the  presence  of  one  or  two  Witnesses,  who 
may  swear  to  the  Bona  fide  Payment  of  them,  and  your  Excell^  may 
depend  that  We  shall  endeavour  to  have  all  our  AccounU  as  clear 
and  as  well  Vouched,  as  the  nature  of  the  Business  will  admit  of. 

We  have  inlisted  14  very  good  Seamen,  at  .£3  10  0  this  Currency 
per  Month,  besides  two  Riggers  at  £6  0  0,  and  a  Ounner  at  £4  10  0, 
for  the  Osweego  &  Ontario,  &  hope  to  get  some  more  in  the  Morn- 
ing, and  to  send  them  all  away  with  the  Officers  to  morrow. 

Since  Writing  the  above,  I  rec*  your  Excell'"  favour  by  Thorp, 
with  the  Copy  of  your  Letter  of  the  1»*  to  Gov'  De  Lancey,  and 
shall  do  therewith  as  you  have  directed. 

I  am',  &c. 

To  Gov.  Shirley,  at  Boston. 
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New  York,  June  9^\  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  do  almost  Reserve  Yonr  displeasure,  but  bave  bope  tbat  jon  will 
forgive  me,  for  not  writing  you  from  time  to  time  what  is  doing  here, 
and  tbat  you  will  attribute  it  to  my  being  necessarily  out  of  Town, 
and  in  a  great  hurry  of  Business,  which  were  the  real  Causes,  and 
on  promising  very  fairly,  to  write  you  hereafter  as  often  as  I  can. 

Tbe  best  way  now  of  letting  ydu  know  what  is  done  here  by  your 
Nephew  Lewis  and  me  towards  the  Niagara  Expedition,  is  to  send 
you  Copies  of  our  Letters  to  Gov'  Shirley,  in  which  we  have  from 
time  to  time  acquainted  him  what  we  were  doing,  of  mine  you  have 
Copies  herewith,  and  as  it  is  Sunday,  I  oanH  at  present  send  you 
Lewis',  but  you  shall  bave  them  per  next  Conveyance.  I  know  it 
will  give  you  pleasure  to  hear  that  Gov' Shirley  expresses  great  satis- 
faction at  what  is  done,  which  be  does  very  politely  in  all  bis  I^etters 
to  ns.  '  . 

By  letters  which  we  bave  from  Boston  by  this  Post,  &  by  an  Ex- 
press this  Evening,  I  find  Gov'  Shirley's  Regiment  begins  to  move 
from  thence  to  morrow,  for  Providence,  where  Vessels  are  ready  to 
take  them  in.     Cap*.  Kinneer  is  appointed  Aid  de  Camp. 

By  the  last  Post,  and  again  by  this,  I  write  to  Mr,  Turner  about 
the  Pork  wanted  for  General  Braddock,  I  also  now  write  in  btbalf 
of  Lewis  &  self,  to  Mr.  Miflin  &  Co.,  advising  them  that  we  can  pur- 
chase the  like  Quantity  here.  If  you-^ink  more  Pork  will  soon  be 
wanting  for  General  Braddock,  we  will  secure  a  Quantity  of  it 
here. 

Be  pleased  to  let  M'.  Tinker,  Jun',  know  tbat  Gov'  Shirley's 
Regiment  will  be  here  soon,  and  that  it  will  be  proper  be  brings 
with  him  the  Men  recruited  by  Rutherford,  of  Trentown,  by  order 
of  Cap^.  Shirley,  to  join  the  Regiment  here.  I  am  not  acquainte4 
with  tbat  Gentlemen,  or  would  not  take  this  Liberty  with  you. 

Be  pleased  to  make  my  Compliments  to   Mr.  Powncl.     I  don't 
expect  to  have  time  to  write  him  by  this  post.     Shall  bo  Glad  you 
would  let  him  know  bow  matters  go  on  here. 
Believe  D'  Sir, 

That  I  am. 

Your  affectionate  &  obliged, 

Humble  Serv*, 

WM.  ALEXANDER. 

To  His  Excellency, 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq. 

Indorsed. 
William  Alexander,  with  Copys  of  his  letters  to"  Gov'  Shirley. 
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Matthew  Leslie  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Lancaster,  Jane  10th,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  propose  Seting  ont  for  Will's  Creek  tbis  Day,  and  as  I  have  not 
heard  from  Philadelphia,  what  Money  I  have  oocasion  for,  I  will 
give  Draughts  on  Mr.  Shippen,  for  as  you  proposed,  I  Don't  Cer- 
tainly know  what  Sums  I  may  have  Occasion  for,  bat  I  believe  be- 
tween two  or  three  Hundred  pounds  will  be  the  Most,  unless  they  have 
''Done  something  for  me  at  Carlisle,  where  I  propose  Stoping  to  send 
some  wheat  from  thence  to  the  Camp,  Ordered  by  the  Comittee.  I 
will  call  at  Shippenstown  k  go  on  by  the  new  road,  to  be  able  to  Let 
the  General  know  what  is  Doing  at  those  places.  I  am  greatly 
obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  \oa  have  taken  to' Assist  me  on  this' 
Service,  &  am  with  the  Greatest  respect,  S^, 

Your  Most  Obcd*, 

Humble 

ServS 
MATT'W  LESLIE. 

Direction. 
To  The  Honourable  Rob*.  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 
Governoar  of  Pensiivania. 

Indorsed- 

Cap".  Leslie,  May  10th,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  the  Committee  of  Assembly,  1765,. 

Philad'a,  10  June,  1755. 
Gentlemen, 

Captain  Ord  who  is  come  here  from  Newfound  Land,  with  thir- 
teen non  commissioned  Officers,  and  is  Going  to  Gen^  Braddock'  to 
command  the  train,  has  apply'd  to  me  for  Waggons  to  Carry  the  men 
&  their  Baggage  and  some  Artillery  Stores,  which  he  brings  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  to  the  Camp,  and  for  a  Carriage  for  himself,  being 
not  used  to  riding  &  Very  much  fatigued. 

It  will  be  very  Agreeable  to  the  General  that  he  should  receive  all 
the  dispatch  Possible,  as  his  service  is  of  great  Consequence  to  the 
Army.  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  provide  a  Couple  of  Wag- 

*  See  Colon,  Reo.  Vol.  VI.  p.  417. 
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gons  &  Chaises,  &  please  to  let  me  know  when  they  are  ready,  that 
the  men  at  least  may  go  off  the  moment  they  are  provided. '  I  am 

Gentlemen, 

your  Hnmble  serv*, 
ROBT.  H.  MORRIS^ 

Indamd.       ^ 
Coppy  to  the  Committee.    Jan.  10th,  1755. 


W.  Shiklky  .to  Gov,  Morris,    1755.    . 

June  11,  1755. 
Dear  Morris  : 

With  this  you  will  receive  y*  General's  answer  to  yours,  w*'*  in  y* 
Hurry  we  are  in,  is  not  So  full  as  it  should  be.  You  will  receive 
£4000  St.  before  this  comes  to  your  Hands,  w®?  I  observe  is  suffi- 
cicDt  only  for  y  Contracts  for  Provision.  Your  Business  is  to  mako 
jour  Demand  for  y*"  Ezpence  of  £*orage  as  soon  as  you  can.  We 
begun  onr  March  yesterday,  both  Brigades  having  set  out  a  day  bo- 
fore  us.  We  are  got  about  5  Miles ;  Measures  will  be  taken,  I  be« 
lieve,  immediately  for  going  on  with  more  Expedition  for  y«  future. 
You,  with  M'.  Peters,  have  done  us  infinite  service,  and  we  aro 
bound  ever  to  thank  you  in  a  publick  Character ;  Myself  in  a  pri- 
vate one^  am  as  always  Since  I  knew  you 

Most  Affectionately,  Yours, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Grov^  Morris. 

A  Party  goes  at  last  to  guard  y*"  Workers  upon  y*  Road,  as  to 
that  proposed  to  Venango  &  Niagara  I  suppose  it  will  be  examined 
when  we  get  forwarder.  It  is  proposed  that  we  set  forward  to  morrow 
with  a  Detachm*  of  1000  Men,  y«  best  of  y*  Troops,  and  take  only 
a  few  necessary  Waggons  &  every  thing  possible  on  Horses,  to  w'^'' 
every  will  contribute  such  as  they  have,  except  one  for  their  own 
riding.  This  is  a  good  Scheme,  &  y*  way  to  do  our  Business,  the 
Rem'  of  y*>  Forces  will  be  left  to  escort  y"  Baggage  after  us.  But 
you'l  take  no  Notice  of  my  Sending  you  this  advice. 

Indoi'sed — 

On  His  Majy'-  Service.  To  the  Hon"'  Robert  Hunter  Morris, 
Esq'.,  Lieu^.  Governor  of  PensQvania,  &c. 

W»-  Shirley,  Esq'.,  that  the  army  had  mdved  from  fort  Cumber- 
land.    June  11;  1755.   . 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Mr.  Fox,  1755.* 

Philad-,  June  13%  1755. 
Sir: 

Ca{)"  Ord  tells  me  that  the  two  Waggons  provided  for  bim  went 
of  this  Morning  in  jour  Presence^  &  that  the  Baggage  &  stores  with 
the  Great  quantity  of  Provinder  which  the  Waggoners  put  in  on 
their  own  Account,  filled  them  so  full  that  there  was  no  room  for  his 
men  to  go  in  Either  of  them,  so  that  they  was  put  under  the  neces- 
sity of  Marching  on  foot  in  this  Very  hot  season,  &  if  they  should 
receive  Injury  in  the  March,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  press  for  another. 

He  further  acquaints  me  that  he  is  himself  Extremely  Eflfected 
with  the  heat  of  the  Weather,  Owing,  as  he  thinks,  to  his  sudden 
transission  from  so  cold  a  climate  as  that  of  New  found  land  to  this 
Very  hot  one,  and  least  the  Service  should  suffer  through  his  fn- 
desposition,  he  finds  himself  Obliged  to  request  a  shase  &  borse  as 
far  as  Lancaster^ 

He  must^  go  thi^  afternoon,  haveing  been  already  detained  here 
too  long,  so  that  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  your  answer  by  the 
bearer,  that  he  may  take  his  measures  accordingly. 
Indorsed.     .    • 

DfL  to  M'.  Fox.    June  IS***,  1755.t 


Ediv'ard  SnippEN  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Liancaster,  IS*""  June,  1756. 
Honoured  Sir : 

The  Post  not  being  returned  from  Philadelphia,  I  am  uncertaia 
whether  my  last  by  him  came  to  your  Honours  hands.  The  Business 
of  this  is  to  inclose  an  Advertisement  which  was  just  now  brought 
to  me  by  M^  Reads  Prentice,  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  a 
little  amended,  or  I  apprehend  scarcely  a  fourth  part  of  the  Wag- 
gons wanted  for  carrying  the  Provisions  to  Shippensburg  can  bo 
procured.  From  Shippensburg  to  John  Harris's  Ferry,  at  Sasqoe- 
hannah,  is  38  miles,  and  from  thence  to  this  Borough  is  35i,  & 
from  thence  to  Philadelphia  is  66^,  measured  miles,  making  in  the 
whole  140  miles.  The  Stated  Price  of  Carriage,  from  Harris's  Fer- 
ry to  Philadelphia,  is  4«  6  in  the  Summer  and  bs  in  the  Spring  & 
Fall ;  and  from  Shippensburg  to  Philadelphia,  is  7«  6  ^  100  Pounds, 
neat  Weight ;  and  I  have  many  times  had  my  Skins  lyingin  these 
places  some  weeks,  because  I  could  not  promise  that  the  Waggons 
should  be  loaded  back  again,  &  they  were  very  plenty  at  the  same 
time ;  and  it  is  a  Common  thing  to  pay  the  Ferriage  at  Susquehan- 

*  Per  iDdorsement. 

t  See  Col.  Rco.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  417. 
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nah,  wben  the  Rir^r  is  not  Fordable.     If  your  Honour  shoald  con- 
elude  my  Observation  worthy  of  your  attention,  M''.  Peters  may 
write  to  M'.  Read,  that  in  Case  any  Objection  should  be  made  to 
the  price  he  may  adyance  upon  it  as  shall  be  thought  proper,  I  beg 
your  Honours  Pardon  for  this  Freedom.     It  is  owing  to  my  great 
Zeal  for  the  Common  Cause  that  makes  me  so  very  Officious,  and  as 
I  would  cast  in  my  mite,  I  am  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  I  have 
a  Strong  Stone  House,  30  feet  Square^  at  the  back  Run  at  Shippens- 
burg,  at  the  Generals  Service ;  &  if  two  Strong  Seven  &  Sixpenny 
padlocks  were  purchased  of  M'.  Hugh  Roberts,  and  sent  there,  I 
would  give  Orders  to  have  them  put  on  the  Doors  that  the  Provi- 
sions may  be  kept  safe. 

Labourers  come  in  but  Slow,  having  sent  away  only  40  since  the 
Advance  Money  came;  however,  as  I  imagine,  M^  Burd  has  now 
upwards  of  200  men  at  Work,  the  General  I  hope  will  have  no  rea- 
son to  complain,  for  I  am  informed  they  proceed  very  briskly  towards 
Youyougaining,  and  if  any  more  should  come  in  my  absence  my 
Clerk  can  send  them  forward. 

I  purpose  to  go  into  the  Woods  towards  the  Camp  next  Wednes- 
day, I  only  wait  for  the  Money  to  pay  Cap'.  Leslies  Bills  on  me  for 
£260,  payable  at  ten  days  sight.  He  and  my  Son  Jo  went  off  for 
the  Camp  four  days  ago.  If  you  should  not  find  a  good  opportu- 
nity to  send  roe  the  Money  before  I  go,  Please  to  order  it- into  the 
hands  of  my  Clerk,  William  Atlee,  and  he  will  pay  the  Bills. 
I  am  with  due  esteem, 

.    Your  Honours 

most  Obedient  Hum.  Scrv', 

EDWD.  SHIPPEN. 
I  shall  be  absent  near  a  month.    I  expect  Poctor  Shippen  will  set 
off  for  this  place  next  Sunday  or  Monday. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Governor. 
Indorsed. 
Edward  Shippen.     12  June,  1755. 


Gov.  Db  Lancet  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755* 

New  York,  13  June,  1755. 
Sir: 

This  day  I  received  the  inclosed  letters  from  Capt.  Bradstreet,  Com- 
manding officer  at  Oswego,  which  I  forward  to  you  by  Express ;  ha 
acquaints  me  that  on  the  25*"*  of  May,  twelve  Battoes,  with  French^ 
passed  Oswego,  on  the  27**»  eleven,  &  on  the  29  eleven ;  these  last 
had  nine  small  cannon  on  board,  that  there  were  more  men  prepa* 
I'log  at  Cataragui  &  Montreal,  that  the  French  use  all  their  arts  to 
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Migage  the  iDdiras  against  General  Braddock,  &  tell  them  they  wflf 
8Dnd  the  whole  force- of  Canada  against  him;  he  tells  me  al86,  that 
OB  the  29'^  May  he  had  sent  an  express  cross  the  Ck)iintrj  to  General 
Braddock;  to  give  him  the  like  acooant.    I  am. 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant^ 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

I  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  Capt.  Bradstrcet's  letter*  to  me  to  Gen* 
Braddock. 

Gov'  Morris. 
Jndorted. 

Gov'  De  Lancey.     13  June,  1755. 


Charles  Swainb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

May  it  please  your  Honour. 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  Monday  and  judge  there  are  sufficient 
buildings  for  storeing  the  Provisions,  without  erecting  any;  these 
will  want  but  a  small  repair  except  the  fastenings,  and  to  be  had  on 
very  easy  terms,  as  they  are  left  to  be  possessed,  by  almost  any  oao 
who  will  inhabit  ijiem  &  the  Owners  do  not  seem  inclined  to  take 
any  advantage  of  their  being  wanted  on  this  ocasion. ,  I  find  not 
above  two  pastures  here,  &  those  but  mean  as  to  grass  from  the 
drougth,  but  there  is  a  fine  range  of  Forage  for  upwards  of  four 
miles  in  the  woods,  quite  to  the  foot  of  the  South  mountain ;  also,  a 
good  run  of  water,  that  the  Cattle  will  be  continually  improveiog 
after  they  come  here. '  I  shall  use  the  methods  practiced  here  for 
keeping  their  beast  together,  have  a  constant  watch  on  them  and  . 
daily  see  to  them  myself.  I  can  find  but  little  cellaring  here,  for 
securing  the  pork,  but  have  pitched  on  a  shady  and  dry  spot  in  the 
woods  for  making  a  cellar,  for  what  I  cannot  stow  in  such  cellars  as 
are  in  the  Town.  There  are  no  bricks  here  &  little  lime  at  present, 
BO  the  making  Ovens  would  be  difiicult,  &  if  made  of  clay,  then 
there  would  be  some  Iron  work  wanting.  But  if  his  Excellency 
hath  ordered  bread,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  I  believe  it 
may  bo  contracted  for  in  Lancaster  County. 

The  principal  expence  which  seems  to  attend  the  Magazine  here, 
will  be  the  Hire  of  some  persons  to  attend  the  Cattle,  also  to  watch 
the  Stores  &  pork,  for  they  assure  me  there  are  many  ill  disposed 
persons  in  those  parts,  who  would  both  take  the  pork  &  break  into 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  412,  427. 
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lh»  Bteei  if  aot  watAcd.  I  sliall  ad  wiih  tbe  greateat  pradimae 
and  regavd  as  to  the  ezpence^  in  this  or  any  other  part  of  my  eou^ 
aoisaioBy  and  ia  takeiag  oare  to  make  no  further  espenoe  than  what 
u  imediately  neoessary.  Quarter  Master  Lesly  ealled  on  me  yester* 
day,  &  hiformed  me  he  had  seen  Soot  the  Milkri  who  desired  Mr. 
Leslie  to  acquaint  me  he  had  bought  up  almost  as  muoh  wheat  as  to 
make  the  flower  I  should  want  The  Coopers  in  these  parts  have 
plantations,  &  they  but  ocasionally  work  at  their  trade,  have  at  pre« 
sent  but  few  stay^  by  them,  those  thin  and  green,  &  it  would  take 
up  a  oonaidwable  time  to  procure  any  Quantit^^  The  mills  also 
here,  have  no  Bolting  Cloaths,  so  that  they  make  only  a  ooane  flower. 
I  can  hear  nothing  as  to  the  express,  any  more  than  that  he  is  arrived 
at  tbe  Gamp,  but  I  propose  If  I  do  not  see  him  to  day  to  return  to- 
w^0l3  Lancaster  in  h^es  to  find  your  Honour's  orders,  and  also  give 
an  account  per  post,^  what  is  done  as  to  the  Flower. 
Your  Honour's 

most  Obedient  &  Dutiful 

Servant, 
CHARLES  SWAINE. 

Shippenfiberg, 
June  14, 1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  W.  Shirley,  1756. 

Philad*.  June  16th,  1755. 
Dear  Shirley, 

Ton  must  excuse  me  if  I  am  at  all  times  shorter  to  you  in  my 
letters  than  I  could  wish,  but  I  have  so  many  things  in  hand  that  I 
am  obliged  to  let  Business  take  place  of  friendship  and  aifection.  I 
give  you  some  hints  in  my  last  about  my  assembly  and  their  views, 
&  when  we  meet  shall  show  you  the  People  of  this  country  in  their 
true  light,  which  one  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  them,  and  only 
observes  them,  as  a  bystander  will  never  be  able  to  do. 

I  write  the  Oen^  with  a  letter  of  Intelligence  from  Bradstreet, 
by  which  you  will  see  what  the  French  are  doing,  at  least  that  they 
are  sending  numbers  towards  the  Ohio,  but  whether  they  will  make 
their  stand  at  Fort  Duquesne  or  at  Niagara,  is  not  easy  to  deter- 
mine. I  heartily  ^ish  your  father  was  in  motion,  which  I  dont 
Ima^n  be  will  be  till  towards  the  End  of  the  month,  what  retards 
him  X  know  not^  I  thick  he,  should  not  let  the  domestiok  affairs  of 
Lis  own  Province  do  it.  Pepperill  seems  to  have  been  asleep  till 
withio  this  little  time,  or  he  migb6  have  had  his  regiment  full,  your 
father  in  a  letter  to  me  talks  of  augmenting  his  forces,  and  you  will 
see  by  Alexander's  letters  that  he  Jbas  Ord^  one  hundred  additional 
Vol.  II.— 16 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


868  PENNSTLYANIA  ABX2HIT1S  175^ 

Bftttbeg,  where  be  is  to  get  men  for  tBis  aagtnenttiioii  I  cent  imghei 
unless  ho  weakens  Johnson  which  I  think  he  shoold  not,  and  if  fa« 
ifl  to  loose  any  time  aboatit  he  had  better  be  without  thas  with  his 
augmentation. 

As  soon  as  my  assembly  are  adjourned  &  I  hare  wrote  sobm 
letters  to  England  I  shall  make  a  Visit  to  the  back  parts  of  this 
ProTince,  and  it  is  not  Impossible  if  the  new  road  and  the  arm  j 
have  Joyn'd,  bat  I  may  ask  you  how  you  do,  but  this  is  far  from 
being  determined  on,  my  business  is  to  see  that,  all  matters  relative 
to  the  Mag^ne  ai«  executed  according  to  my  Orders,  and  that  the 
new  road  is  properly  made^  and  to  haje  it  mended^  where  it  ia 
not  so.        ^ 

I  shall  send  fifty  fat  Oxen  from  hence  to  morrow,  and  fifty  more 
in  ten  days  thereafter,  I  have  Pastures  ready  for  their  receptioHfin 
4he  neighbourhood  of  Shippensburg,  from  wtence  ;the  6en>  may 
have  them  drove  to  the  camp  whenever  he  pleases  by  ordering 
Charles  Swain  to  send  them,  who  is  the  Person  I  have  employed  to 
take  care  of  them  and  other  things,  and  who  I  have  ordered  to 
attend  constantly  that  the  Gen^  directions  may  be  Immmediatelj 
carryed  into  Execution ;  I  have  more  to  say  to  you  than  many  sheets 
of  Paper  will  hold  or  than  I  can  possibly  reduce  to  black  and  white. 
Franklin  tho'  a  man  of  extraordinary  ability  and  most  extensive 
genius,  Has  very  out  of  the  way  notions  of  the  power  of  the  People, 
and  is  as  much  a  favourer  of  the  unreasonable  claims  of  Americaii 
Assembly  as  any  man  whatever,  he  is  indeed  against  the  Quakers 
in  opinion  in  point  of  defence,  and  would  wish  them  lees  in  power 
in  this  Province  than  they  are,  but  you  are  sensible  that  will  be 
only  changing  hands. 

Mj  best  regards  attend  upon  my  friend  Orme,  to  whom  I  hare 
not  time  to  write,  and  beg  you  will  excuse  me  to  him,  and  believe 
me  Dear  Shirley  Inost  heartUy  and 

•    V    Affectionately  yours, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 

Indorsed.'^Coj^j  to  William  Shirley. 


Extract.— Edward  Shippbn  to  Wm.  Allen,  1756. 

Shippensburg,  30  June,  1755. 
Dear  Cousin, 

The  reason  of  Sending  this  Letter  is  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr. 
Joseph  Simons  is  just  come  from  the  Little  Meadows  and  assures  me 
that  last  Monday  the  Indians  killed  6  men,  wonien  and  Children, 
&  on  Wednesday  they  killed  7  more,  he  Saw  one  man  who  made 
his  escape  who  was  Shot  in  yo  mouth  &  thigh ;  and  a  boy  was  knoct 
down  &  thought  to  be  dead  &  Scalped;  &  afterwards  Teeming  to  hina- 

*  Bee  CoL  Reo.  VoL  VL,  p^  480.  .    - 
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nil  ittft  i&to  Fotowmook,  aod  in  a  short  time  oalled. aloud ^for 
assistance ;  the  boy  saw  the  Indian  Scalping  his  mother  as  he  waa 
conung  tou 

The  General  it  is  Supposed  is  by  this  Time  a  few  mtles  beyond 
the  Great  Meadows ;  Be  has  bat  30  days  provisions  with  him,  his 
dependance  is  upon  havilSg  continual  ^Supplies  from  this  ProvincCi 
but  there  is  a  good  Quantity  still  at  Will's  Creek,  but  I  doubt  with- 
out a  Guard  of  a  hundred  men,  at  least  they  will  be  intercepted  on 
ye  road.  Captain  Hog  with  his  Company  is  with  the  Road  cutters ; 
and  whilst  Mr.  Burd  was  absent  last  week  riding  about  Conneocheeg 
with  me  last  Monday  to  get  waggons  to  carry  provisions  to  feed  ye 
men  and  ye  Soldiers ;  for  those  people  had  but  a  day  &  a  half  pro- 
visions when  he  came  away,  I  say  in  his  absence  there  were  14  of 
Captain  Hogs  men  deserted,  as  Justice  Allison,  (of  Lancas*''  County) 
Says,  &  more  were  expected  to  go  evqry  day,  a  melancholy  Story 
indeed!  I  am  exceeding  Sorry  that  it  has  not  been  practicable 
to  Send  up  200  persona  for  ye  road  Cutters.  John  Potter  ye  Sheriff 
tells  me  that  his  Son  and  a  few  more  ought  to  be  set  off  to  morrow 
with  40  head  of  Cattle  to  Support  ye  Road  Cutters  &  Capt.  Ro^b 
mm ;  but  that  the  people  are  so  alarmed  about  ye  Indians  that  he 
eannot  think  it  safe  to  venture  them  out  unless  he  can  intercede 
with  twenty  or  thirty  of  his  neighbours  tQ  guard  them.  Potter  is 
going  to  Ckirlisle  to  day,  but  I  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  wf  ite  to 
ye  Justices  &  his  friends  at  Connecocheeg,  to  assist  in  that  affair,  as 
be  16  obliged  to  hold  a  Vendue  to  moirow  10  miles  below  Carlislci 
and  I  shall  enforce  what  he  writes.  As  much  in  a  hurry  as  ye 
bearer  is  I  am  prevailing  with  him  to  have  a  little  more  pa^ 
tience.  If  money  could  be  raised  to  pay  a  hundred  men  for  8 
months,  it  would  be  a  most  extraordinary  Thing.  '  A  Subscription 
might  do  a  good  deal  towards  it,  and  the  Assembly  might  do  Some* 
thing  handsome  that  way;  the  business  of  these  100  Men  is  to  pass 
and  re-pass  with  ye  waggons  to  and  from  the  General,  and  indeed  it 
is  my  opinion  that  ye  Amunition  ought  Speedely  to  be  Sent  to  ye 
Koad  Cutters  to  keep  up  their  Spirits,  for  if  Captein  Hog's  men 
bhould  continue  to  desert,  I  am  apprehensive  that  unless  Mr.  Burd's 
workmen  can  be  put  in  a  posture  defence  they  will  run  away  home- 
wards; but  I  hope  this  can  be  prevented.  I  came  up  here  JU>  try  to 
way  lay.  some  of  our  Traders,  Perhaps  it  may  he  impossible  to  effect 
my  Scheme  if  approved  of;  but  then  I  shall  have  the  Satisfaction 
to  reflect  that  I  hare  been  quite  Silent  in  ye  affair,  my  Son  Jo.  and 
Daughter  Salley  join  with  me  in  Our  kind  Love  to  your  self;  wife^ 
Anne  Allen  &  Cousins. 

I  am,  D'.  S'., 

Your  affectionate  Kinsman, 

EDW'D.  SHIPPEN.. 

P.  S.  The  People  were  murdered  but  4  miles  from  "Will's  Creek.  > 
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Directed -^To  William  Alleti;  Esqaire;  Chief  Josticd  of  the  Pro- 
tince  of  Pennsjlvania.* 

7n<forsecZ.-*Edward  Shippen,  5  June^  1755|  to  Ur.  Allen^  Por« 
warded  bj  &f  y  H"*  Serv*,  Joseph  Simons.  •" 


Edward  Shippen  to  Gov.  Mobmb,  1755. 

Ijancaaier,  Jalji  1755. 
Honoured  Sir, 

When  joa  mentioned  to  me  mj  going  np  towards  Sasqnehannah 
to  look  for  Pasturage  for  about  80  Cattle,  I  had  foigo^  that  M'. 
Hamilton  was  oome  up  here  to  get  me  to  assist  him  in  settling  his 
Affairs ;  however,  as  I  know/)f  but  three  farmers  that  way,  to  whom 
to  apply,"  I  wrote  to  two  of  them,  Barney  Hughes  ft  John  Harris, 
k  desired  them  to  Speak  to  John  Semple,  &  inclosed  is  thev  An- 
swers. The  Latter  has  large  Meadows  of  Timothy  &  olorer,  but  he 
has  not  mowed  them  yet,  and  there  can  be  no  good  pastures  till  Iha* 
is  done.  I  have  a  great  deal  of  business  to  do  preparatory  to  our 
Court,  which  begins  on  the  first  Tuesdsy  of  the  next  month ;  but  if 
you  are  resoWed  to  direct  M'.  Swaine  to  bring  that  quantity  of  Cat* 
tie  this  way,  pastures  must  be  proyided ;  but  you  will  see  by  M^ 
Httffhes'  Letter,,  that  we  cannot  be  Supplied  sooner  than  in  two 
weeks  Time.  It  is  reported  that  the  wtA  Cutters  are  returned  is 
ft  8S  M'DoweFs  Mill  except  M'.  Burd  who  cbose  to  go  to  ffortXJum- 
berland,  and'  I  suppose  he  is  at  home  by  this  time.  And,  indeed, 
M'.  Hamilton  has  a  Letter  from  Carlisle  to  this  purpose.  After  our 
Court  is  over,  I  must  go  to  Philad*  to  Settle  the  Partnership  bosi* 
ness  between  M'.  Tho*  Lawrence  k  my  Self;  but  notwithstanding, 
if  you  think  I  can  be  of  any  real  Service  by  going  to  procure  pas- 
tures, k  by  riding  to  Shippensburg  to  encourage  the  People  to  erect 
the  Fort,  I  will  Strain  a  point  and  undertake  that  business. 

I  think  Barney  Hughes  &  John  Semple,  with  John  Harris,  to  be 
very  Suitable  men  to  take  care  of  the  Cattle,  on  this  side,  of  the  River ; 
And  that  Tobias  Hendricks  is  a  proper  person  to  have  ye  Manage* 
ment  of  them,  if  you  should  conclude  to  bring  them  no  farther  than^ 
to  his  house;  and  he  lives  on  the  Manner.  But  in  this  last  case,  M^ 
Swaine  ought  to  view  ye  food  in  the  Manner  himselfe.  Please  to 
send  me  a  full  answer  by  the  Post,  k  I  will  endeavour  to  obey 
jEOur  Listructions,  with  cheerfulness,  I  am 

.  Your  Honour's  most  Obedient^ 

Humble  Serv*., 

EDW*  SHIPPEN. 
Directed — 

«  To  The  Honorable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire^ 
"  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania." 

*  The.  paragraph  omitted  relates  entirely  to  the  sickness  of  his 'son. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

PhUad**^  July  3d,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  tfaiok  it  my  duty,  by  a  ship  that  sails  this  day  for  Loudon,  to 
inform  you  that  Gen'  Braddock,  with  the  troops  under  his  immediato 
4X>inmand,  which  are  in  very  good  health,  moved  from  fort  Cum* 
berland  on  the  10th  Instant;  that  on  the  fifteenth  he  was  at  the 
Meadows,  and  I  have  reason  to  belieVe  is  at  this  time  within  ten 
days  of  fort  Duquesne,  having  met  .with  no  opposition.  He  has 
becffi  disappointed  as  to  Provisions,  forage,  and  Carriages  from 
Virginia  and  Maty  land,  and  now  depends  upon  this  Province  for 
them  all ;  he  has  been  supply'd  from  hence  w^^  waggons  &  forage,  & 
I  am  laying  in  a  magazine  of  Provisions  in  the  back  parts  of  this 
Province,  and  opening  a  road  fiom  hence  to  the  waters  of  the  Ohio. 
I  wish  my  Assembly  would  have  enabled  me  to  have  done  these 
things  at  die  expeaoe  of  the  Provinoe,  or  even  have  regulated  the 
Hire  of  waggons  and  price  of  provisions,  but  they  have  done  nothing 
bqt  promise  to  bear  the  Charge  of  opening  the  road,  which  I  much 
doubt  wh^er  they  will  perform,  and  as  to  every  thing  else  are  stU 
in  the  same  ungiviog  temper,  &  will  raise  money  upon  no  terms 
but  such  as  will  increase  and  render  permanent  their  own  power  and 
lessen  the  authority  of  the  Crown  &  Qovernment.    . 

Oovernor  Shirley's  regim^  is  gone  up  Hudson's  river,  and  will  be 
at  Albany  in  a  few  days,  and  he  will  soon  be  there  hidiself;  two 
Companys  of  S'  William  Peperell's  regiment  are  already  at  Oswego, 
with  one  of  the  Independ^  Companys^  two  more  are  gone  to  secure 
the  Carrying  place  from  the  hei^  of  the  Mohocks  river  to  the  Wood 
.creek,  and  the  remainder  will  soon  move  towards  Oswego.  Every  tbing 
necessary  for  the  Niagara  Expedition  is  ready  at  the  places  appointed, 
and  the  two  schooners  J[>uitding  at  Oswego  will  be  fit  for  service  in 
about  a  month  from  this  time. 

Coll.  Johnson  is  now  in  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  who  have 
obey'd  his  Summons,  and  he  thinks  the  event  of  his  Negotiation  will 
be  much  to  our  advantage.  He  proposes  to  take  a  large  body  of 
the  Mohocks  with  him  ag^  Crown  point,  for  which  place  the  Pro- 
vipeial  troops  are  upon  their  March,  and  He  Expects  soon  to  Joyn 
them.  The  garrison  there  is  said  te  be  small,  But  its  nearnesa  to 
Montreal-will  enable  the  French  to  reinforce  it  as  soon  aa  they*are 
informed  of  the  design  to  attack  it;  it  is  indeed  reported  y*  Six 
Hundred  Men  are  already  arriv'd  there,  but  not  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  gain  entire  Credit,  tho'  it  may  be  true. 

M».  Penn  will  lay  before  you  Copys  of  the  Letters  I  have  received 
from  General  Braddock  &  my  Answers.  You  will  observe  y*  in 
one  of  them  He  was  pleased  to  tell  me  y^  if  he  took  ye  Forts  or 
should  build  any  on  that  River  he  could  not  leave  his  own  Cannon, 
nor  spare  Provisions  for  the  Q-arrisons;  and  therefore  demanded 
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that  tlieee  might  be  sappljr'd  by  ye  three  ooDtigaoas  ProTinoes, 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania  ^ 

ThiB  I  thought  requir'd  ye  imediatc  Cqpsideration  of  ye  Aasem- 
biy,  &  therefore  convened  them  by  Sammone,  &  pressed  them  to 
enable  me  to  do  in  concert  w*^  ye  other  two  Provinces  what  ye 
General  jexpected,  &  at  ye  same  time  imparted  to  them  Inteligenoe 
of  ye  Flinch  having  sent  Reinforcem**  to  ye  Ohio,  &  of  their  pub- 
lishing their  Design  to  intercept  the  General's  Conyoys  as  well  m 
destroy  ye  back  Inhabitants;  but  with  all  this  they  were  no  otherwise 
affected  than  to  offer  me  one  of  ye  same  sort  of  Bills  they  had  twioe 
presented  to  me  before,  w*^  I  amended  in  all  ye  p'ticulors,  against 
W^  there  lay  any  reasonable  Obj**;  with  this  treatment  of  their 
Bill,  they  were  so  dissatisfied  as  to  adjourn  themselves  to  ye  1*< 
Sep'ber,  without  making  any  provision  to  ye  several  matters  so 
earnestly  recommended  to  them.  The  Messages  y^  have  pass*  betw* 
ns,  together  with  Others  as  presented  and  amended^  I  have  sent  to 
M'.  Penn,  who  will  lay  them  before  you. 

I  intended  to  have  troubled  you  with  some  observations  upon  tbe 
Assembly's  Issuing  bills,  notes  of  Credit,  in  Lien  of  money  by  tMr 
own  Authority,  and  ordering  them  to  be  taken  in  all  Publiok  Paj- 
ments.  But  my  time  will' not  permit  me. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed«  Humble  Serv^ 
'  Indorsed.— Dndt  Gov".  Letter  to  S»  Tho».  -Robinson. 


Thomas  Penn  to  Got.  Morris,  1755. 
Sir: 

In  my  Letter  of  the  Slst  of  March,*  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
Mveral  of  yours  to  the  8th  of  January,  sincQ  that  time  I  have  not 
been  able  to  write  on  the  several  matters  contained  in  the  Letters  I 
have  received  from  yon,  as  the  notice  I  have  had  of  Ships  being  to 
tail  for  New  Yorkjind  other  Ports  was  so  short,  I  had  only  time  to 
write  on  particular  subjects.  I  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Letters,  a  duplicate  of  the  8th  of  January ;  the  30th  of  January  and 
its  duplicate;  the  9th  of  April,  the  15th  of  May,  and  its  duplicate  ;f 
the  30th  of  May  and  its  duplicate,  and  the  25th  of  the  same  inonth, 
with  the.  several  messages  that  have  passed  between  you  and  the 
Assembly,  Coppys  of  Mr.  Shirley's,  Braddook's,  and  other  Letters 
Bent  with  them. 

The  Plan  of  operation  concerted  at  Alexandria  being  commnni- 
oated  to  me  by  Mr.  Peters  in  your  absence,  arrived  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  give  the  first  intelligence  of  its  being  resolved^  upon  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Regency,  Mr.  Braddock  not  having,  I  suppose,  an  op- 

g^rtunity  of  writing  by  Virginia ;  it  is  indeed  a  fine  Plan,  and  if  our 
leet  can  prevent  supplys  being  thrown  into  Canada,  I  hope  to  see 
*  See  page  276.  f  P-  286,  311,  " 
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ib  eswmied;  I  have  also  oomnranioaied  your  later  inteUigenoe  lA 
8uoh  manner,  as  that  whatever  Services  are  done,  it  may  be  known 
to  whom  the  publick  is  indebted  for  them.  Sir  Thomas  Robinson 
took  down  the  first  account  himself  to  Lay  before  the  Board,  and  I 
have  sent  him  extracts  of  ihe  last  Letters  I  have  received,  by  which 
they  will  see  how  undutifnlly  our  Assembly  Act;  you  and  the 
i^cers  of  Government  are  doing  every  thing  in  your  power  for  the 
geneial  Service. 

The  money  given  at  last  by  the  Assembly,  tho'  in  a  manner  so 
irregular  and  improper,  has  very  much  altered  the  stile  of  talking  of 
them ;  the  manner  of  appropriating  the  money  they  do  not  Yet  enter 
into,  but  expect  as  they  have  been  forced  to  contribute  somethiopr, 
they  will  continue  to  assist  the  Service,  in  furnishing  money  and 
provisions ;  you  will  see  by  the  answer  Sir  Thomas  Bobinson  gives 
you,  whether  they  choose  to  enter  into  any  arguments  about  the  eu- 
eroachments  of  the  Assembly,  1  think  they  will  rather  leave  that  to 
ns,  as  thinking  the  Ministers  can  only  determine  a  matter  of  that 
0ort  Judicially  on  an  application  to  the  Crown.  I  am  very  much 
pleased  with  the  method  the  Assembly  has  taken  of  giving  money 
oat  of  their  own  stock,  and  thank  you  for  your  congratulations 
upon  it;  I  think  it  will  oblige  them  to  accept  money  Sills  on  our 
Terms,  but  if  they  choose  to  strike  paper  money  on  the  same  fund 
to  take  up  these  notes  on  interest,  that  you  shoul^  readily  pass  it, 
but  aa  they  have  taken  their  own  way  of  issuing  it,  they  should  be 
obliged  to  sink  it  out  of  the  same  money,  and  not  be  allowed  to  sink 
it  by  a  future  excise  Bills,  and  keep  the  money  arising  from  their 
present  funds  at  their  own  disposal. 

I  desired  Mr.  Peters  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  conversing  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  your  having  laid  his  and  Mr.  Braddock's  LeU 
ters  before  the  Assembly,  he  was  of  opinion  you  should  not  take  that 
method  for  the  future,  but  send  the  Substance  in  Messages;  and  if 
the  House  expressed  a  desire  of  further  satisfaction,  that  you  might 
send  for  the  Speaker  and  two  or  three  prindpal  Members,  and  shew 
the  paragraphs  containing  what  you  are  to  communicate  to  the  Assem- 
bly to  them, -and  not  the  Letter,  as  it  is  possible  there  may  be  other 
matters  mentioned  not  necessary  to  be  shewn  to  them. 

I  find  it  likewise  his  opinion,  that  you  should  avoid  as  much  aa 
possible  all  Arguments  about  lesser  matters,  and  confine  your  Self 
to  inforce  the  demands  made,  without  following  them  thro'  ev^ry 
part  of  their  message,  which  they  perplex  as  much  as  possible,  in 
order  to  throw  on  you  a  charge  of  ill-treatment  to  excuse  themselves. 
Mr.  Paris  sent  you,  by  way  of  New  York,  the  Report  of  the  Boi^d 
of  Trade,  in  which  you  will  see  the  opinion  of  that  Board  to  be,  that 
they  did  not  intend  to  assist  the  Service ;  I  think  we  could  not  wish 
for  a  better  Beport ;  the  proceedings  of  the  House  must  convince 
every  Reader  that  they  wished  to  save  their  money,  and  plainly  gives 
the  Lye  to  their  professions  of  chearfolly  and  readyly  giving  to  the 
King's  Service.    When  the  Council  will  take  this  into  consideration       ^ 
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I  cannot  tell;  my  Lord  President  went  into  the  Country  fbr  iiD»  or 
three  weeks  yesterday^  and  it  cannot  be  done  'til  after  that  timof 
when  he  returns  I  shal  apply  for  a  day,  aa  I  think  the  sooner  the 
Petition  is  rejected  the  better,  tho'  I  hope  the  Report  will  have  a 
good  effect  When  I  received  the  account  of  the  Assembly's  having 
given  jf  10)000  for  Mr.  Shirley's  expedition,  and  sent  provisions  to 
mr.  Braddock,  &o.,  I  waited  on  S'  Thomas  Robinson,  my  Lord  Pre* 
sident,  &  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  they  all  shewed  the  satis&ctiDn  it 
gave  them  to  find  we  had  brought  the  Assembly  to  do  aomethingi 
and  the  last  told  me  he  was  glad  to  find  our  proviooe  had  dona 
to  well  at  last,  I  think  if  they  would  appropriate  £10,000  mora  at 
the  next  sitting  out  of  an  Excise  Bill  for  five  yean  for  General  Brad- 
dock,  and  leave  the  rest  to  be  appropriated  by  Law,  we  should  stand 
pretty  well  her^  for  the  present,  not  that  I  think  they  should  defer 
bu'ing  Arms  and  putting  the  Country  into  a  condition  of  defence,  or 
conceive  such  a  Sum  must  free  them  from  after  demands,  for  pro- 
visions for  another  campain ;  I  would  have  them  do  what  they  oan, 
but  not  have  the  expectations  of  our  superiours  raised  so  high  as  to 
be  disappointed;  and  with  regard  to  a  Tax,  I  think  it  better  to  make 
use  of  the  funds  we  have  first^  and  not  have  recourse  to  a  Tax  'til  it 
cannot  be  avoided. 

Your  observation  of  the  impropriety  of  suffering  an  Assembly  to 
raise  what  money  they  please  on  their  Vote,  independent  of  the  Go* 
vemor,  is  very  just,  and  dangerous  to  the  Government;  this  we  must 
prevent  for  the  future,  which  you  know  by  our  Scheme  will  be 
effectually  done,  and  I  shal  very  soon  make  the  Ministers  acqnunted 
with  it,  who  you  may  be  very  certain  will  never  patronise  aueh  • 
Scheme  as  theirs.  Our  province  in  general  was  so  much  blamed  for 
not  affording  some  supplys,  that  I  thought  it  proper  to  mention  what 
they  gave,  without  saying  a  great  deal  about  the  manter  of  it,  that 
it  might  be  seen  our  repeated  applications  had  been  attended  with 
some  success. 

Your  management  with  the  Assembly  is  peatly  to  our  satisfao* 
iion,  particularly  with  regard  to  our  instructions,  which  no  one  here 
thinks  th^y  have  any  right  to  demand.  I  cannot  yet  say  how  far 
you  have  a  right  to  the  sight  of  the  Minutess  of  the  House  every 
Qight,  not  haviuff  an  opportunity  yet  of  consulting  any  proper  person 
on  that  point;  I  think  the  printer  ought  not  to  have  printed  the 
liCtter  after  you  had  forbid  him,  and  had  he  considered  himself 
the  King's  Servant,  I  suppose  he  would  not  have  done  it,  but  the 
Assembly  ought  to  have  sent  you  their  Votes  before  they  were 
printed.  ^ 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  late  of  the  Union,  nor  was  there  any  pro- 
posal made  in  parliament  of  that  kind;  I  imagine  whenever  that  shal 
be  done  it  will  be  executed  by  military  o£i»ers,  and  when  such  a 
thing  is  under  consideration  I  shal  eommunioate  your  thoughts  in 
your  Letter  of  the  dOth  of  January. 

I  should  have  told  you  that  the  Council  for  the  Assembly 
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rKij  expBett  on  the  impropriety  of  the  King's  apetniotioDfl^  wbleh 
made  some  of  the  Priends  report  in  the  City  they  had  the  better  of 
the  Argnment,  not  considering  it  was  foreign  to  the  subject  mattor 
^  the  Petition. 

•  Your  message  on  gammoning  the  Assembly  on  General  Braddock^s 
arriTal  was  very  propper.  I  believe  your  communicating  his  Letter 
has  oeoasioned  some  complaint  here,  I  cannot  otherwise  acconnt  how 
Sir  Thomas  Eobinson  should  have  a  ooppy  of  his  Letter  to  you^ 
uiless  he  has  orders  to  send  coppys  of  all  he  writes,  or  that  the  As- 
sembly have  ordered  their  Agent  to  complain  of  their  being  misre- 
presented. I  think  yon  had  some  reason  to  believe  his  Letter  would 
have  had  a  good  effect  on  the  Assembly,  and  it  is  looked  upon  in  that 
light  here. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  to  ^d  your  Congress  at  Alexandria  ended 
80  mueh  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  members  that  composed  it,  whieh 
I  have  mentioned  when  I  thought  it  proper  to  speak  of  such  matters^ 
and  that  you  accompanied  Mr.  Shirley  to  New  Jersey,  when  your 
proposed  alteration  of  their  plan  was  of  so  much  service.  I  shal  wait 
with  impatience  for  an  account  of  the  Troopsjmarohing,  and  begin- 
Bing  their  operations,  and  of  an  English  Flag  sailing  on  the  Lakes. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Assembly  on  our  answer  to  their 
representation,  is  the  most  unjust  and  wicked  that  1  think  can  be 
drawn  upp,  and  tho'  it  may  not  affect  us  in  the  opinion  of  Men  of 
eandour  and  deoernment,  yet  we  shall  soon  send  some  answer  to  it 

I  find  the  service  done  in  procuring  Wagons  and  Horses,  was  very 
acceptable,  as  will  your  having  settled  a  supply  of  Forage,  which  I 
received  6n  account  of  but  three  or  four  days  sinoe,  but  am  sorry  ta 
hear  the  people  of  New  York  are  so  backward  in  inaking  good  their 
enmgements. 

I  have  not  had  any  application  from  M'.  Allen  or  any  other  Per* 
BOB.  about  my  Share  in  the  Gap  Mine,  but  shal  write  to  M'.  Peters 
about  it.  I  do  not  choose  to  sell  my  share,  would  rather  let  it,  but 
should  be  glad  to  know  what  is  proposed  as  the  conditions,  and  you 
nay  bo  assured  I  shal  rather  let  it  to  you  than  another,  but  I  think 
the  rest  of  the  Owners  will  apprize  me  of  their  plan  when  they  pro- 
pose to  work  it  again. 

I  have  examined  the  Survey  of  the  Bead,  and  sent  it  to  the  Sec* 
retary  of  State,  by  it  I  find  the  Fort  further  north  than  I  appre- 
hended,-as  is  the  River  Potowmeck ;  the  Fort  I  thought  had  been 
0OQth  of  the  north  bend  of  that  River  many  miles  ^  this  work  gives 
great  satisfaction,  but  I  am  not  eertain  whether  this  Fort  is  on  the 
Ohio. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  find  Col.  Schuyler  has  the  command  of  the 
Jersey  Forces,  I  have  mentioned  hm  here  as  a  man  that  may  be  of 
great  use. 

A  Bill  to  prevent  the  importation  of  Germans,  and  to  reguhte 
that  Trade,  is  very  much  to  be  wished  for,  if  you  can  induce  the 
Anembly  to  frame  one  free  from  all  reasonable  objections,  those 
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jtm faaye  made  io  that  sent  yoa  nppby  the  Honsey  vereno iaabk' 
very  propper  ones,  and  it  would  be  very  impropper  to  pass  mob  «b 
one  as  yoa  describe  that  to  be ;  I  have  this  winter  had  several  meet- 
ings with  D'.  Hales,  who  gives  such  instances  of  the  ^eat  service 
Ventilators  are  on  board,  that  I  recommend  it  to  yoa  to  advise  and 
oonsider  whether  it  would  not  be  propper  to  oblige  all  Vessels  bring* 
hig  Palatines,  to  have  them  and  to  blow  them  for  half  an  hoar  or  an 
hour  every  day,  when  the  weather  will  permit. 

Your  last  message  to  the  Assembly  was  very  propper,  and  I  think 
ihey  will  not  gain  any  advantage  by  their  reply,  for  tho*  they  have 
given  something,  it  is  so  small  a  sum,  given  in  suoh  a  manner,  and 
they  have  so  plainly  refused  to  pat  their  Country  into  a  oondition  of 
'  defence,  that  it  is  very  little  other  than  not  contributing  at  all  to  the 
defenoe  of  their  Ooantry,  but  yoa  see  by  their  answers,  that  yoa 
most  be  very  exact  jn  what  yoa  say  to  them,  as  they  make  use  of  as 
pedling  a  Btile.  There  is  one  good  expression  in  the  last  Message 
of  the  Assembly,  whi<^  is  that  they  have  engaged  to  defray  the 
whole  expence  of  making  the  new  Road.  I  think  if  yoa  make  any 
observations  on  their  last  Message,  yoa  should,  in  answer  to  the  lat- 
ter part,  make  a  difference  between  the  people  and  their  Representa- 
tives, so  as  not  to  suppose  the  people,  wera  they  not  misinformed, 
would  approve  of  their  proceedings,  this  paragraph  is  the  most  fidae 
representation  of  themselves  that  wOrds  can  express,  for  sutely  never 
was  a  set  of  people  that  had  more  joy  in  disputation,  or  were  mon 
practised  in  the  sleights  and  artifices  of  Oontroversy. 

We  are  extreamly  well  satisfied  with  yoor  proceedings  in  the  Con- 
necticut  bosiaess,  and  think  yoa  could  not  have  done  anything  more 
in  it.  As  for  making  a  purchase  of  these  worthless  Indians,  'til 
they  have  demanded  the  Deed  from  the  people  of  Gonneetiont,  I 
think  it  is  throwing  away  the  consideration  money ;  by  M*.  Peters's 
account,  the  best  of  them  have  been  dishonest,  and  taken  money ; 
with  regard  to  them,  I  think  if  Conrad  Weyser  had  gone  ap  to 
Onondago  after  giving  them  notice  of  his  intention,  it  would  have 
been  better,  than  to  send  for  any  of  them  down,  it  is  justice  we  have 
to  demand  of  them  for  breach  of  Contract,  and  then  a  purchase  and 
firm  Treaty  of  Friendship  for  the  future,  and  I  think  the  best  way 
to  secure  them  if  a  ffeneral  purchase  should  be  condaded,  is  not  to 
give  them  the  purchase  money  in  a  short  time,  but  give  them  ao- 
oordiug  to  a  List  of  Goods,  to  the  value  of  two  or  three,  hundred 
pound  Currency,  every  three  years  forever,  not  money  but  the  Goods 
specifyed,  this  will  preserve  a  kind  of  dependence  «n  us;  what  they 
want  now  is  to  get  what  they  can,  as  they  may  think  by  eur  former 
manner  of  proceeding  in  military  matters,  the  French  will  not  suffer 
them  to  have  any  more  Land  Treatys,  and  therefore  it  is  best  to  get 
what  they  can ;  they  cannot  now  want,  having  had  more  preeents 
within  these  two  or  three  years,  than  for  ten  years  before.  When 
a  purchase  is  made,  I  would  not  have  it  in  words  too  particular,  bat 
to  extend  to  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  province  of  Penngylvaniai 
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irfdidiit  any  mdntion  of  a  degree,  and  will  be  a  release  of  their  elatm 
to  all  the  Land  within  that  Proyinoe.  I  had  rather  avoid  makioc 
the  Gknremviest  of  New  York  privy  to  it,  as  thej  expect  we  shiu 
eonfine  our  purchase  to  the  forty-second  degree,  whereas  we  shal 
certainly  expect  three  degrees.  Mr.  Paris  advises  us  at  present  not 
to  nuke  application  to  the  CSrown  for  orders  to  prevent  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Oonnecticnt  people,  but  to  take  them  upp,  and  from 
some  Tryal  bring  it  over ;  I  shal  however  adviso  further  Very  soon, 
if  Lord  Baltimore  did  not  stand  in  my  way,  I  would  prosecute  the 
petition  thaJ^  has  lain  so  long,  at  least  to  settle  the  boundary  between 
us  and  New  York.  I  think  we  should  insist  that  the  Six  Nations 
send  to  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  and  demand  the  Deed ;  Mr.. 
Potors  gave  me  expectation  that  he  would  seiie  on  Lydius,  and  pro- 
seeute  him ;  if  that  can  be  done,  and  he  has  the  Deed  in  possessioa^ 
it  might  eonduoe  to  their  giving  it  upp.  I  think  the  custom  of  pri- 
vate Treaty^s  with  the  Indians,  of  dangerous  consequence,  and  seq 
"mty  pisdnly  the  delay  that  is  given  to  the  Settlement  of  the  differ- 
ence between  the  Proprietors  and  the  Jersey  Biotors,  will  encourage 
settlements  to  be  made  that  may  occasion  disturbances  equal  to  a 
eivil  War.  There  is  however  a  difference  between  the  two,  the  Coo- 
neoticut  people  must  establish  a  Government,  which  is  much  more 
msafe  than  to  settle  under  an  Indian  right. 

As  the  Assembly  have  adjourned  themselves  to  the  l*'  of  Sep* 
tomber,  you  will  have  time  enough  to  advise  and  consider  how  to 
proceed,  bul  I  think  yon  may  vary  safely  insist  on  the  appropriation, 
if  they  come  to  your  term  of  five  years;  they  behave  in  all  their 
disputes  in  so  unfair  a  manner,  that  cannot  but  provoko  a  man  accuse 
tomed  to  act  a  fair  candid  part,  and  make  it  necessary  for  him  to  bc^ 
eonstantly  on  his  guard  against  such  provocations. 

In  pressing  the  Assembly  to  put  the  Country  into  a  posture  of  de- 
fence, if  you  should  think  it  necessary  again  to  do  it,  I  think  you 
ahoald  avoid  saying  any  thing  more  of  the  state  in  which  it  is,  as  I 
find  the  Ministers  imagine  too  much  has  been  said  on  that  subject, 
as  every  thing  is  printed  in  our  Golonys,  and  of  course  our  weakness 
the  more  exposed  to  the  French^  this  has  been  the  case  perhaps  of 
some  other  Colonys. 

We  do  not  now  telk  of  declaring  War,  a  fine  Fleet  is  ready  at 
Spitkead,  and  your  proceedings  in  America  will  determine  it  no 
doubt  by  the  Fall. 

I4idy  Juliana  desires  me  to  return  you  her  thanks  for  your  com-* 
plimentS;  ftc.^  I  remain, 

Sir, 
Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

Badywick,  July  2, 1755. 

I  desire  you  will  send  me  back  the  two  old  Law  Books  I  sent  yon 
to  peruse  i>B  your  Voyage.    I  have  dioected  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr 
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Hockley  to  desire  your  advice  in  the  mftniier  of  prooeediiig  to  t&fiSn 

nyment  of  the  arreare  of  Rent^  and  in  caae  of  non  oomplianoey  te 
gin  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  diatrain  on  some  of  the  great* 
eet  delinquenta,  this  I  think  it  propper  they  ahonld  do  without 
delay. 
indorsee?.— The.  Penn.    July  2*,  1766. 


Gov.  Morris  to  6bn.  Braddoce,  1755. 

Sir, 

-  The  poet  Brought  me  your  favour  of  the  21**  of  June,  and  y<m 
may  be  assured  that  nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  contri- 
bute to  your  success  by  a  regular  supply  of  the  Provieiona  joti 
have  ordered. 

I  have  already  sent  to  -Sbippensburgh  213  barrells  of  as  good 
pork  as  ever  was  cut,  each  barrell  being  full,  trimd  with  Hoops,  eo 
that  they  will  not  suffer  by  carriage,  which  pork  is  very  apt  to  do 
if  the  Oasks  are  not  well  secured ;  also,  66000^^  w*  of  flower,  and  one 
Hundred  head  of  oxen.  These  things  are  ready  to  be  delivered 
when  ever  you'  please,  and  will  remain  at  Shippensburgh  till  I  go  iq» 
into  the  Country,  which  will  be  on  Tuesday  next,  and  then  I  shall 
form  the  Magazine  at  or  near  McDowalls  mill,  and  put  some  stnca- 
do's  round  it  to  protect  the  Magazine,  and  the  people  that  will  have 
the  care  of  it ;  for  without  something  of  the  kind,  as  we  have  no 
militia,  and  the  Assembly  will  mentaiu  no  men,  four  or  five  Indians 
may  distroy  the  Magazine  whenever  they  Please,  as  the  inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  the  Province  are  very  much  scatterd.  Inclosed  I 
send  you  a  plan  of  the  fort  or  stncado,  which  I  shall  make  by  sett- 
ing Logs  of  about  ten  foot  long  in  the  ground,  so  as  to  inclose  the 
store  houses.  I  think  to  place  two  swivel  guns  in  two  of  the  opo- 
site  Bastions,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  guard  it  against  any  attack 
of  small  arme. 

•  Upon*  your  letter  of  y*  24  of  May,  I  snmmond  my  Assembly  and 
laid  the  matter  before  them  that  you  recomended,  as  you  will  see. 
by  my  Messages  relating  to  that  affsiir,  and  upon  the  intelligence  I 
rece'd  from  Bradstreet.  I  reoomended  it  to  them,  to  enable  Jim  to 
mentain  a  number  of  men  to  escort  the  Provisions  to  you  fiom  time 
to  time,  but  they  are  still  in  such  a  temper  that  they  will  do  nothing, 
and  have  not  even  made  me  an  answer  to  my  Messages  upon  these 
Heads,  bat  adjournd  themselves  to  the  first  of  Sep'.  I  think  it  ne« 
cessary  to  inform  you  of  this,  that  you  may  not  depend  upon  me  for 
what  my  Assembly  will  not  enable  me  to  do,  I  have  laid  their  conduct 
in  this  particular  before  the  Secretary  of  State^  which  I  hope  you 
will  also  do,  and  am  writing  to  the  government  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  to  let  them  know  that  this  Province  will  contribute  no 
part  of  what  you  demanded,  that  they  may  do  the  more.     It  gives 
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me  great  conoern  that  I  ain  disabled  from  affording  jon  the  assist- 
ance m  J  inolioations  would  lead  me  to  do,  by  a  set  of  men  that  seem 
to  have  no  regard  for  his  Majestjs  service  or  the  security  of  their 
country,  and  who  never  will  act  a  dutyfuU  &  reasonable  part  till 
they  are  compeUed  by  act  of  Parliament. 

Gov  Shirley  arrived  at  New  York,  in.  his  way  to  Albany,  on  the 
2*  Instant,  where  he  proposed  to  stay  only  24  hours,  and  to  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Albany.  He  writes  me  from  Boston,  of  y«  23*  of 
June,  that  he  had  certain  accoulfts  of  a  French  fleet  being  within 
40  leagues  of  Louisburgh,  on  y"  5  of  June,  and  £  have  accounts  to 
be  depended  on,  that  Ad*  Boscawen,  with  ten  sail  of  the  Line,  was 
off  of  S*.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  on  the  3'  of  June,  three  of  hia 
fleet  being  then  missing  ]  and  last  night  I  received  news .  that  the 
French  fleet  was  in  the  harbour  of  Louisburgh,  with  four  thousand 
land  forces,  and  that  Boscawen  was  before  it  ^th  13  Ships  of  the 
line  and  1600  Marines ;  this  news,  I  think,  may  be  depended  upon^ 
tho'  it  is  not  yet  absolutely  certain ;  iQ>on  this  intelligence  I  shall 
Lay  an  embargo  upon  all  Provisions  that  the  French  fleet  may  not  be 
supplyd  by  the  Dutch  or  ourselves,  and  shall  write  to  Comodore  Kep- 
nell  to  enforce  my  orders  for  that  Purpose,  by  stationing  a  small 
vessell  near  the  mouth  of  this  fiver.  This  Gov.  Shirley  has  already 
done  at  Boston,  and  I  hope  he  will  have  influence  enough  with  M^ 
De  Lancey  to  prevail  with  him  to  do  it  to. 

From  the  best  accounts  I  can  get  of  the  new  road  and  of  the 
Country  between,  where  they  are  now  at  work^  and  your  rout, 
I  am  of  opinion  the  intersection  must  be  at  or  near  the  Great 
Crossing  which  I  am  told  is  within  three  miles  of  the  junction  of 
the  three  branches  of  the  Obiogany  that  form  the  Turkeys  foot, 
but  I  have  directed  tbeJOommisaioners  upon .  the  spot  to  examine 
the  Country,  and  find  out  where  the  two  roads  may  best  and 
most  conveniently  meet  and  to  write  you  a  very  particular  account, 
not  only  of  the  place  of  their  meeting,  but  oL  the  time  when  by 
their  Judgment  they  will  have  opened  the  Communication,,  and 
to  send  you  a  draft  of  the  whole  which,  that  you  may  the  better 
understand,'  I  send  you  herewith  Evans's  map,  now  publishing,  which 
is  not  yet  complete,  that  it  might  be  usefuU  to  you.  I  got  this 
sheet  printed  off  on  purpose.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  guard 
you  have  ordered  to  Cover  the  workers  upon  the  road.  J[  have .  an 
aeoount  of  this  arrival,  and  have  orderd  them  to  be  victualed,  and 
the  officers  to  be  supplyd  in  the  best. manner  the  nature  of  their  sit 
nation  will  admit  of.  I  write  to  Cap^  Hogg,  to  send  one  of  his 
officers '  to  you  with  j*  report  of  the  Commissions  about  the  Junc- 
tions of  the  roads,  that  you  may  be  fully  informed  as  to  any  parti- 
cnlart,  as  the  Commissions  may  be  silent  about.  ,  I  AM  write  yon 
soon  from  Shippensburg,  and  in  the  mean  time  am^ 
S%  Yours,  &c. 

indorse^f— Df^  Gov?  Letter  to  Gen*  Braddock/ 
8*  July,  1755. 
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"Wm.  Alexander  to  Gov.  Morris,  1T55. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  last  Letter  to  you  was  of  the  22d  Jane,  nothipff  should  have 
prevented  my  Writing  to  you  since,  but  the  want  'of  time.  Gen* 
Shirley  arrived  at  New  York  last  Wednesday  eveninff,  and  embarted 
again  for  Albany  on  Friday  in  the  evening,  Yesterday  was  a  Week, 
since  he  left  Boston,  his  stay  at  Uiat  place  so  long  was  absolutely 
necessary,  indeed  if  he  had  not  stayed,  the  Crown  roint  Expedition 
must  have  been  given  up,  for  it  haa  been  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
that  he  has  got  a  Train  of  Artillery  for  that  Service,  that  matter  he 
has  at  li^t  got  settled,  and  is  in  such  forwardness  that  the  whole  of 
it  will  I  believe  be  at  Albany  in  a  few  days,  New  York  provides 
£4000  of  it,  and  Massachosets  £6000,  and  they  trust  to  the  other 
Colonies  reimbursing  them  their  Quotas ;  of  the  last  Sum,  General 
Shirley  has  now  at  New  York  been  oblidged  to  engage  for  jf  1650, 
at  his  own  risque,  or  the  matter  would  not  yet  have  been  settled.  I 
am  in  hopes  our  Stay  at  Albany  and  Skenaotady  together  will  not 
be  above  Six  days,  the  Stores  of  all  kinds  for  our  Expedition  are 
gone  forward.  Col.  Schuyler  with  his  Regiment  is  by  this  time  t 
suppose  gone  from  Skenactady,  and  Col.  Ellison  about  setting  out 
from  thence,  for  he  arrived  there  with  the  whole  of  that  Regiment 
last  Monday.  Col.  Mercer  with  the  remaining  Six  Companiesy 
(which  are  about  50  each)  of  Sir  William's  Rogiment  is  about  three 
Mile  ahead  of  us  in  his  way  to  Albany.  Sir  William  we -left  at 
New  York,  he  intends  to  return  home  as  soon  as  his  Health  will 
admit  of  his  travelling.  I  mention  this  for  fear  of  mistake^  but 
say  nothing  of  it. 

We  left  New  York  in  high  Spirits,  as  we  had  just  received  the 
Confirmation  of  the  good  News  frour  Admiral  Bosoawen,  a  War 
seems  now  realy  unavoidable,  and  its  like  to  be  a  new  fashion  one, 
an  Army  and  a  prodigious  Fleet  in  North  America,  and  the  English 
Nation  behaving  with  Spirit  enough  to  terrify  all  Europe. 

I  have  been  up  with  the  General  Writing  since  3  o'clock,  by  such 
Industry  I  hope  there  will  be  little  of  that  Business  to  hinder  us  at 
Albany  or  Skenactady.  He  desires  me  to  give  his  Compliments  to 
you,  and  if  possible  he  will  steal  some  Minutes  to  day  to  write^ jfou 
with  this.  Let  our  Friends  Jack  &  Kinneer  Speak  for  themselves. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Affectionate  Friend 
'&,  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  ALEXAJNDBR, 

^  On  board  the  Sloop  Massachusets  in  the  middle  of  the  High 
Lands  on  Hudson's  River,  July  6th,  1755,  Sunday  Mom'  5  o'clock. 

The  Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 
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Gov.  MoBRis  TO  Gov.  Lawrbncb,  1755. 

Philad-.  Julj  9, 1755. 
Sir,  ' 

I  had  tbe  pleasure  of  jotrrs  hj  Mr.  Glaiser  who  brought  the  very 
agreeable  news  of  the  success  of  the  forces  at  Chignocto,  and  of  the 
taking  of  the  two  men  of  war  by  Adm^  Boscawen,  upon  both  which 
erents  yon  will  give  me  leave  to  congratulate  you,  and  particularly 
as  to  that  in  your  own  government,  as  soon  as  I  had  the  ace*  of 
th^se  advantages  being  gained,  I  caused  'em  to  be  published  and 
dispersed  in  the  back  parts  of  our  Province,  that  the  French  and 
their  Indians  might  have  the  news,  which  will  certainly  dishearten 
the  French,  and  incline  the  Indians  to  guit  their  cause,  what  made 
tiiis  the  more  necessary  is  that  upon  Gen*  Braddocks  removaD  about 
thirty  miles  from  Fort  Cumberland,  some  Indians  fell  upon  the  back 
Settlements  of  this  Province,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  killed  Ik 
took  prisoners  about  thirty,  and  this  has  put  our  remote  inhabitants 
into  such  a  Panick  that  I  am  fearfull  it  will  render  the  necessary 
communicstioin  between  us  and  the  army  very  difficult,  to  prevent 
which  I  am  going  into  the  back  country,  and  intend  to  build  a 
wooden  fort  as  weU  to  protect  the  settlements  as  to  secure  a  Maga* 
sine  of  Provisions,  that  1  have  laid  in  for  the  use  of  the  army  a 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  this  Place. 

My  last  letter  from  the  G^n^  left  him  within  about  seventy  milea 
of  Fort  Dnquesne,  and  I  am  in  hopes  he  is  master  of  it  before  this, 
you  may  depend  on  having  the  earlyest  intelligence  of  his  success, 
his  great  train  ef  artillery  and  the  quantity  of  Provisions  that  he  is 
obliged  to  take  with  him  into  an  uninhabited  country  makes  his  mo> 
tions  very  slow,  but  I  doubt  not  they  will  be  sure. 

Oen^  Shirley  on  ye  6th  Instant  was  between  Albany  and  New 
York,  and  all  his  forces  were  before  him,  most  of  them  have  left  a 
place  called  Skenectaday  upon  the  Mohocks  river,  and  his  stores 
and  train  were  partly  arrived  at  Oswego  on  the  Lake  Ontario,  and 
the  rest  on  the  way  thither.  Yon  have  I  doubt  not  been  informed 
by  him  that  he  takes  one  thousand  Provincial  with  him  against 
Ni^g^ra,  besides  his  own  &  S'  Will"*  Pepperiirs  Regiment.  Coll. 
Johnson  by  his  last  letters  was  in  the  height  of  his  treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations,  twelve  hundred  of  whom  were  on  ye  24th  of  June  at 
his  own  house  upon  the  Mohocks  river.  I  Hope  before  this  has  the 
.  Honour  to  be  with  you  that  you  will  have  as  good  an  account  of  the 
rest  of  the  French  fleet  as  Mr.  Boeoawen  gave  of  the  Alude  and 
the  Lye* 

On  the  first  accounts  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  fleet  in  America, 
I  lud  an  embargo  upon  all  provision  Yessells,  as  Mr.  Shirley  and 
the  other  Gkv*  had  done  to  the  northward,  &  propose  to  continue  it 
till  the  advices  from  your  part  of  the  world  shall  make  such  a  pre* 
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oaatioD  nnaeoesaiTj,  and  in  the  mean  time  Bhall  8uff<»r  no  premAms 
to  go  out  of  this  port  bat  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  foroles. 
lam, 
Gov'.  Lawrence. 

7w<7or««7.— Draft  to  Gov'.  Lawrence  at  Mr.  Flowers's,  Julv  10th, 
1766. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Innes,  1775. ., 

Carlisle,  Julj  14, 1755. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  favour  of  youre  a  few  days  before  I  left  Philad*,  and 
sent  it  to  the  Committee  of  my  Assembly  who  were  employed  to 
Purchase  the  flower  for  the  army,  and  Desired  they  would  enable 
me  to  answer  it  to  your  satisfaction,  but  they  sent  me  word  that  Mr. 
OreSBop  had  not  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  any  of  the  flower,  and 
could  not  then  give  me  any  acconnt  of  the  quantity  sent  him.  This 
whole  transaction  was  managed  without  my  having  any  share  in  i^or 
any  knowledge  of  what  was  done  but  what  I  heard  in  common  dis- 
Qourse.  ^ 

Mr.  Orme,  by  the  G^n^  Direction,  wrote  me  that  you  were  left  in 
the  command  of  fort  Cumberland,  and  desired  me  to  afford  you  any 
assistance  in  my  Power,  which  you  may  be  assured  I  shall  readily  do, 
and  beg  you  would  favour  me  with  your  commands.  You  are  no 
stranger  to  the  circumstances  of  this  Province  nor  the  difficulties  I 
have  to  straggle  with  in  havfng  an  Assembly  Principled  against 
defending  this  country  or  making  any  Provision  for  military  ser- 
vices, wiU  make  proper  allowances  for  the  small  share,  I  am  by 
that  means  obliged  to  take  in  the  measures  concerted  for  the  benefit 
and  safety  of  the  oolonys. 

The  Bearer  of  this,  Gap^  Glasier,  is  charged  with  dispatches  to  the 
GenS  giving  ap  ace'  of  the  reduction  of  the  French  forts  at  Ghignecto 
and  Bay  Vert,  and  of  the  taking  of  two  of  their  ships  of  the  line  by 
Adm*  Boscawen,  upon  which  I  heartily  congratulate  you  an^ytU 
friends  of  Britain,  and  refer  you  to  him  for  the  particulars. 

The  Indians  have  destroyed  some  of  our  people  as  they  were  con- 
ducting Provisions  to  the  men  employed  upon  the  new  road,  but  we 
have  sent  out  a  large  supply  of  cattle  and  flower  to  them  under  the 
Protection  of  sizty-four  men,  who  offered  themselves  Voluntarily  for 
that  service,  and  I  i^  in  hopes  they  will  soon  Joyn  the  rout  the 
Gen^  took  from  your  fort 

I  came  into  this  part  of  the  Province  to  encourage  the  people  who 
were  under  great  fears  from  the  Indians,  and  to  forward  a  magasine 
I  am  forming  for  the  army,  round  wbioh  I  propose  to  Erect  i 
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gtacadoB,  I  bave  now  here,  &  hundred  o^en  and  some  flower,  with 
iqpwards  of  two  handrad  barreb  of  Pork,  ft  have  sixty  oxen  more  on 
the  road,  and  in  a  little  timo  shall  have  a«large  quantity  of  flower, 
some  more  pork  and  other  articles  of  Provisions,. so  that  if  the  com- 
munication  can  be  kept  open  upon  the  new  road  the  Gen^  need  not 
fear  a  regular  supply, 
//idorwci— Draft  to  Coll.  Innis. 


Gov.  MOKMS  TO COXE,  EsQ.,  1755. 

Carlisle,  in  Pensilvania,  July  14, 1755. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Cap"  Olasier,  is  charged  with  dispatches  of  moment 
to  Oen^  Braddock,  giving  an  ace*  of  the  taking  the  French  forts 
at  Chignecto  and  &iy  Yerte,  by  the  New  England  forces  under  the 
Command  of  Coll.  Monkton,  and  of  two  French  men  of  war  of  y^ 
Line  by  Admiral  Boscawen.  He  has  been  detained  some  time  on 
account  of  the  murders  committed  by  the  Indians  upon  the  new 
Toad,  and  in  hopes  of  a  proper  guard  from  this  Province  to  Escort 
him,  which  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  furnish,  as  I  have  no  militia. 
He  therefore  takes  yoorroad;  and  you  will  afford  him  the  best  assist- 
ance in  your  Power. 

Iam,B'. 

To Cocks,  Esq.>  at  Winchester. 

Indarsed-^Bnit  to Cox,  Esq. 


Whitehall,  July  15*»,  1755. 
Sir, 

It  being  for  His  Majesty's  Service  that  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  should  be  fully  informed  of  the  present 
State  and  Condition  of  ail  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  I  am 
directed  by  their  Lordships  to  send  you  the  inclosed  Beads  of  En* 
quiry,  and  to  desire  you  will  forthwith  transmit  very  full  and  parti* 
culaflAnswers  thereto,  and  also  a  Collection  of  the  Laws  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  passed  and  are  now  in  force  within  the 
Colony,  under  your  Government. 
I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient^ 
humble  Servant, 
JOHN  POWNALL,  Seo'ry. 

Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq**,  L*.  Gov'  1 
of  Pransylvania.  ) 

bdoTted — Duplicate,  John  Pownall;  July  15;  1755. 
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Qacries  relating  to  His  Majestjr's  Plantations  on  the  Clontinent  cl 
m       America.  ^ 

1.  What  is  the  Situation  of  the  Province  nnder  your  Govern- 
ment, the  Nature  of  the  Oonntry,  Soil  and  Climate,  the  Latitudes 
and  Longitudes  of  the  most  considerahle  Places  in  it,  or  the  Neigh- 
bouring French  or  Spanish  Settlements  ?  Have  those  Latitude  and 
Longitudes  been  settled  by  good  Observations,  or  only  by  common 
Compulations,  and  from  whence  are  the  Longitudes  computed  ? 

2.  What  are  the  reputed  Boundaries,  and  are  any  parts  disputedi 
what  parts  and  by  whom  ? 

3.  What  is  the  Constitution  of  the  Oovemment  ? 

4.  What  is  the  Trade  of  the  Proyinoe,  the  Number  of  Shipping, 
their  Tonnage,  and  the  Number  of  Seafaring  Men,  with  the  respec- 
tive Increase  or  Diminution  within  ten  Years  past^ 

5.  Wbat  Quantity  and  sorts  of  Britiiih  Manufactures  do  the  In- 
habitants  annually  take  from  hence  ? 

6.  What  Trade  has  the  Province  under  your  Govemm*  with  any 
foreign  Plantations,  or  any  part  of  Europe  besides  Great  Britain  i 
How  is  that  Trade  carried  on  ?  What  Commodities  do  the  peopk 
under  your  Government  send  to  or  receive  from  foreign  Plantations  r 

7.  What  methods  axe  there  used  to  prevent  Illegal  Trade,  and 
are  the  rame  eifectual  ?       . 

8.  What  is  the  natural  Produce  of  the  Country,  Staple  Coo- 
modities  and  Manufactures  ?  And  what  Value  thereof  in  Sterling 
Money  may  you  annually  export  f 

9.     What  Mines  are  there  ? 

10.  What  b  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  Whites  and  Blacka? 

11.  Are  the  Inhabitants  increased  or  decreased  within  the  Itft 
ten  Years,  how  much,  and  for  what  Reasons  ? 

12.  What  is  the  Number  of  the  Militia  7 

13.  What  Forts  and  Places  of  Defence  are  there  within  jora 
Oovernmcnt,  and  in  what  Condition  ?  '^ 

14.  What  Number  of  Indians  have  you,  and  how  are  they  in- 
clined? 

15.  What  is  the  Strength  of  the  Neighbouring  Indians? 

16.  What  is  the  Strength  of  your  Neighbouring  Europeans, 
French  or  Spaniards  ? 

1 7.  What  Effect  have  the  French  or  Spanish  Settlements  on  the 
Continent  of  America  upon  His  Majesty's  Plantations,  especially 
upon  your  Province  ? 

18.  What  is  the  Revenue  arising  within  your  Govemm*,  and  how 
is  it  appropriated  ? 

19.  What  are  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  Expences  of  yow 
Government  ? 

20.  What  are  the  establishm**,  Civil  and  Military,  within  your 
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Ooyernment,  and   bj  what  Aathority  do  the  Offioers  hold  their 
Plaoea? 

"  It  is  desired,  that  a  Iletarn  may  be  made  to  these  Queries  every 
''  Six  Months,  that  the  Board  may  from  time  to  time  be  apprized  of 
''  any  Alteratious  that  may  happen  in  the  Circumstances  of  your 
*'  Goveniment.'' 

Queries  relating  to  the  Continent  of  America.  Inclosed  in  Mr. 
Jno.  Pownal's  Lre.  of  the  15**  July,  1755. 


Gov.  MoRKis  TO  Si&  Thos.  BobiksoN)  1755. 

Sir: 

I  came  into  this  Part  of  the  Province  that  I  might  the  more 
readily  afford  Gen*.  Braddock  assistance  by  sending  him  Supplys  of 
Provisions  and  other  things  that  he  depended  upon  this  Province 
for,  and  yesterday  received  the  Melancholy  news  of  his  Defeat  and  . 
death.  The  best  account  I  can  yet  get  of  that  unfortunate  affair  is 
from  some  waggoners  that  deserted  from  Coll*.  Dunbar's  Camp, 
which  was  with  the  heavy  Baggage  about  forty  miles  Behind  the 
Qen\j  who  with  a  chosen  body  of  fifteen  hundred  men  and  Ilis 
train  of  artillery  was  advanced  within  about  seven  miles  of  the 
French  fort,  and  was  attack'  as  he  was  assending  a  hill  by  a  large 
body  of  French  and  Indians,  who  surrounded  his  whole  party  and 
made  a  great  slaughter.  The  small  remainder  of  that  Body  of  men 
were  returning  to  Coll^*.  Dunbar's  Camp  when  these  men  left  it,  who 
say  that  S'  Peter  Halket  and  Cap".  Orme  are  among  the  slain,  that 
all  the  train  is  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  the  French,  except  two 
pieces  that  were  left  with  Coll".  Dunbar,  and  that  of  the  whole  party 
that  was  wi|(i  the  Gen*,  scarce  a  Hundred  escaped  the  slaughter. 

Carlisle,  July  16,  1755. 

Indor$ed. — Draft  to  S'  Thomas  Bobinson. 

*  The  reply  to  these  queries  at  this  time— has  not  been  found  among 
the  papers. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharp,  1755. 

Philadv,  20  July,  1755. 
Sir: 

My  Assembly,  irho  have  been  sitting  a  montb,  bare  spent  tbeir 
wbole  time  in  a  contest  with  me  about  taxing  the  Proprietary  Estat^ 
and  are  determined  to  give  nothing  unless  I  will  come  into  that  mea- 
sure, which  I  am  restrained  by  my  commission  from  consenting  toj 
and  yet  they  are  so  unreasonable  as  to  insist  on  my  passing  tbeir 
Bills  with  that  and  many  other  things  in  it  equally  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  of  Government,  but  attempts  of  this  kind  are  now  become 
very  common  with  them,  and  nothing  I  think  can  be  done  for  the 
general  good  in  this  Province  ^without  the  interposition  of  Parlia- 
ment.. 

The  Leaving  a  Province  situated  &  circumstanced  as  this  is  with- 
out a  Militia,  and  open  to  the  Attacks  of  the  enemy,  is  so  dangerous 
to  the  safety  of  all  British  America,  that  I  think  the  several  Govemm^ 
should  Joyn  in  laying  the  Matter  before  the  Ministry,  that  proper 
measures  may  be  taken  before  it  be  too  Late. 

For,  however  they  may  Differ  with  me  at^out  the  mode  of  raising 
and  disposing  of  money  for  the  Publick  Service,  there  can  be  no 
reason  against  Establishing  a  regular  Militia  to  enable  the  People  to 
defend  themselves;  without  which,  the  remote  SettlemenU  must  be 
given  up,  and  the  inhabitants  become  a  prey  to  the  Indians. 
'  Had  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  when  they  first  met  on  ye 
23^  of  July,  acted  with  that  Spirit  and  Harmony  that  became  the 
subjects  of  Britain  upon  Occasion  of  the  Late  defeat,  and  Con- 
tributed a  supply  adequate  to  their  circumstances,  we  might  have 
stood  a  good  chance  to  have  retrieved  Our  honour  and  takcQ  the 
French  fort  this  Season.  But  their  conduct  has  been  such  that  I 
am  convinced  they  never  intended  to  do  any  thing  against  the 
French  for  the  defence  of  the  Province,  - 

Gen^  Shirley,  you  will  see  by  the  Inclosed  Letter,  ms  Expecta- 
tions that  these  governments  are  forming  an  Expedition  against 
Fort  Duquesne,  and  has  therefore  sent  orders  to  Ooll*.  Dunbar  to 
turn  his  forces  that  way.  But  as  nothing  is  or  will  be  done  by  this 
Province,  I  do  not  think  an  Enterprise  of  that  kind  can  be  under- 
taken this  Season,  and  think  it  more  advisable  for  those  troops  to 
reinforce  Shirley,  which  may  enable  him  to  take  and  secure  that 
important  pass  at  Niagara,  which  once  done,  the  more  Southern 
places  will  fall  into  our  hands  without  much  difficulty. 

JndoTied, — Draft  to  Gov'.  Sharpe. 
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Gov.  AND  JjNO.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1755, 

Oswego,  Julj  20**,  1765. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  wrote  to  yoa  about  Six  days  ago  from  the  Great  Garrjiog  place. 
We  ffot  here  safe  the  day  before  yesterday,  &  expect  Col.  Mercer 
will  be  here  by  the  24**^  w**  the  laist  of  every  thing  b'loDging  to  the 
Expedition.  We  brought  up  in  our  Division  twice  the  Stores,  & 
were  by  far  the  heaviest  loaded  of  any  Battoes  w^  have  yet  come 
up,  w'*  made  our  March  (Passage  I  wont  call  it,  for  we  had  no  Wa- 
ter in  many  Places,)  fatiguing  beyond  Conception :  However,  we 
have  sufficient  of  Powder  here,  &  all  the  Ordnance,  except  y  nine 
pound",  w**  Mercer  ^11  bring  up  if  possible,  but  as  the  Water  is  so 
low  I  doubt  much  whether  he  will  be  abl^  or  not :  They  wiU,  tho', 
be  got  up  time  enough  for  the  Defence  of  this  Place,  w*^  if  I  have 
time  before  this  Express  goes,  to  describe  to  yon  the  situation  of  - 
you  will  easily  perceive  stands  in  great  need  of  them ;  in  short, 
notwithstanding  the  fertillity  of  ^the  Soil  here  for  producing  fortifi* 
cations,  better  Judges  than  myself  think  500  men  would  easily  take 
Oswego  from  2000.  We  began  yesterday  to  clear  a  Spot  to  erect  ' 
some  Works  upon,  w*^  is  as  well  situated  to  command  &,  defend  the 
Harbour,  at  the  same  time  that  from  it's  own  natural  situation  it  is 
easily  made  very  6trong,|a8  any  Spot  can  possibly  be.  We  have  now 
three  Whale  Boats,  w'  we  sent  from  Boston,  w'*^  a  Party  of  30  Men, 
upon  the  Point  of  land  opposite  Goats  Island,  near  Frontenac,  upon 
the  Look  out  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the  French  &  Indians  there, 
besides  w*"^,  we  have  a  very  cleaver  Indian  &  three  young  Albany 
Men,  who  have  gone  w*^  design  to  get  near  enough  to  that  fort  in. 
y  Night  as  to  discover  their  exact  Strength.  Our  two  small  Schoo- 
ners visit  'em  to  day,  &  carry  'em  fresh  Provisions.  We  find  'em 
by  far  more  usefuU  tEan  the  large  one  w^  is  built,  because  she  can- 
not claw  off  a  Lee  Shore,  nor'  can  we  find  any  harbour  but  this 
Jnto  w*"^  she  ^  go ;  whereas,  there  are  several  harbours  large  enough 
lor  y«  two  amall  ones,  &  they  are  very  good  Sea-boats,  the  other 
laree  one  will  be  soon  launched,  &  I  hope,  thro^  an  alteration  of 
-CoL  Schuyler's,  will  be  much  better  than  the  first.  My  fathe^hfts 
likewise  sent  a  fine  Cayuga  Indian,  w^.  a  good  Trader  or  two  to 
Niagara,  to  endeavour  to  discover  jrhat  they  are  abo'  there,  &  to  get 
the  best  Intelligence  of  their  Numbers,  &c.,  w'^  they  can ',  these 
were  sent  from  the  Great  Carrying  PJace,  so  that  the  Schooner  w^"^ 
set  'em  down  within  Miles  of  the  French  fort  return'd  to-day, 
&  bro't  w^  him  a  Cayuga  w^  his  Wife  &  family,  who  has  spent  all 
last  Winter  &  this  Summer  in  the  Neighborhood  of  Niagara,  & 
came  from  the  fort  there  this  day,  12  days;  my  father  immediately 
eumin'd  him,  &  told  him  preparitory  to  his  Examination,  that 
'*  as  he  was  going  to  endeavour  to  recover  their  lands  for  'em,  &  had 
'^  a  Number  of  bis  Tribe,  as  well  as  the  other  tribes  of  the  five  Na- 
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''  tioDB,  be  expected  he  woald  give  him  a  true  aooo^of  what  he^Inew 
<<  of  the  State  of  the  fort  &  Garriaon,  as  he  would  avoid  not  obIj  hia 
<'  ResentmeDt^  but  that  of  his  own  Countrymen/^  I  was  present 
the  whole  time,  &  from  all  that  could  be  gathered,  there,  was  not 
above  150  French  &  50  Indians  in  the  fort,  nor  did  he  know  off  an j 
other  new  Works  w*^  had  been  erected  there  lately,  except  that 
they  had  stockaded  the  fort  all  round  anew :  He  gave  ns  an  acco* 
of  the  Engagement  w*^  General  Braddock,  w^  was  a  pretty  exact 
one>  &  informed  us  that  the  French  had  Six  officers  kill'd  on  the 
Spot,  &  abo*  SO  Indians,  &  that  they  look'd  on  it  as  a  very  obstinate 
fight.  I  find  this  Express  is  just  going ;  We  must,  I  perceive,  stay 
here  10  days  longer.  I  will  send  you  by  the  next  Opport^^  a  Plan 
<tf  the  Place  w^  its  Environs,  w^  Staats  who  grows  fat  is  to  get 
done  for  me,  joins  w'^  me  in  Love  &  Respect  to  you,  &  is  as  much 
as  myself;  for  he  can't  be  more. 

Your  affectionate  &  faithful 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  perceive  Jack  hath  forstall'd  me  in  the  particular  news  I  could 
send  you  from  this  place.     I  congratulate  you  upon  the  Grant  ob- 
tained by  you  from  your  Assembly  at  so  extraordinary  Crisis  of  his 
Maj*y»  service,  and  am  tho'  in  much  huYry  with  great  truth^ 
Your  most  affectionate 

Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEy. 
Indarted, 
Cap*.  Shirley,    July  20%  1755. 


Grov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpb   175^ 

I  am  just  retumo  from  the  back  parts  of  this  Province,  where  I 
have  been  regulating  the  Magaxine  and  putting  the  people  into  the 
best  posture  of  defence  I«ou1d,  without  money  or  any  Idilitta  Law, 
and  have  prevail'd  on  some  of  the  inhabitants  to  arm  themselves  in 
defence  of  their  familys.  It  was  there  I  received  the  first  acoonnls 
of  the  defeat  and  the  death  of  the  Gen>,  which  I  collected  firam 
frighted  Waggoners  who  had  left  the  army,  a  number  of  whom  are 
returned  into  this  Province,  and  all  I  have  seen  agree  in  the  same 
story,  that  the  Gen^  and  many  officers  are  kill'd  and  his  whok 
division  defeated,  or  rather  distroyed ;  but  their  accounts  are  mositiy' 
hearsay  from  people  that  fled  from  the  Oten^  division;  so  that  I  am 
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MSUat  ft  loss  to  form  a  Jadg"*  of  the  State  of  onr  Armj,  but  at  all 
fiveots  think  it  right  to  send  all  the  men  in  oar  power,  either  to  aid 
the  retreat  of  our  forces  or  to.  protect  the  Bac^  Inhabitants,  ibrihifl 
Purpose  I  have  appointed  mj  Assembly  to  meet  on  Wednesday 
nezt^.bnt  as  they  have  hitherto  been  deaf  to  the  Calls  of  the 
Crown,  I  fear  they  will  now  be  regardless  of  the  present  danger,  or 
of  the  distress  of  the  army  sent  to  protect  ns. 

We  have  in  town  an  account  full  as  Melancholy  as  what  yonr  lef- 
ters  have  communicated ;  That  Adm*  Boscawens  fleet  is  infected  with 
the  goal  distemper,  and  obliged  to  put  into  any  Harbours  they  can ; 
this  news,  if  true,  will  leave  us  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  French, 
but  I  have  still  some  hopes  that  things  are  not  so  bad  as  they*at 
present  appear,  tho'  this  news  comes  by  a  vessel  from  Halifax  to 
New  York;  and  by  letters  to  the  post  office  in  this  town. 

lndor$ed, 
Dft.  to  Gov'  Sharp.    July  20*  1755. 


Hbrmanus  Albicks  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Carlisle,  July  the  22--,  1755.  ' 
Hon'*  Sir, 

This  morning  our  Sheriff  Mr.  Potter  Came  to  this  Town,  he  in- 
forms me,  that  the  French  k  Indians  had  cast  an  Intrenchment 
across  the  road  before  our  Army,  which  they  Discover'd  not  Untill 
the  Came  Close  up  to  it,  from  thence  and  both  sides  of  the  road 
the  Enemy  kept  a  Constant  fireing  on  them,  our  Army  being  so 
Confused,  they  Could  not  fight,  &  they  would  not  be  admitted  by 
the  Oen'  or  &  John  St.  Clair,  to  break  thro'  their  Ranks  or  Take 
behind  trees^  General  Braddock  had  Two  Horses  shott  Dead  Under 
him,  a  thirddllrounded,  when  he  rec*  his  wound,  (of  which  he  since 
Dyed,)  S"  John  St.  Clair  dangerously  wounded,  but  it's  hop'd  he'll 
recover,  8'  Peter  Halket  &  his  son^  a  Great  many  other  officers,  utd 
a  Thousand  men  Killed.  -"  -^  • 

Col.  Dunbar's  Regiment  on  the  12th  Ins^  marched  back  to  Fort 
CuBiberland,  he  was  oblig'd  to  Destroy  a  great  part  of  the  Baggage 
which  he  Could  not  Carry,  they  were  Expected  at  Will's  Creek  last 
Saturday,  Cap^  Hogg  k  his  Company  who  Escorted  the  road  Cutters 
ipras  Called  away  to  Wills's  Creek,  &  the  workmen  are  all  Disoharg'd, 
here  is  one  Gee  Gray  an  Indian  whom  (as  he  says)  y*"Hon'  Sent 
oat  to  tbe  Waindot  Nation,  he's  Now  this  Far  Returned,  and 
brought  five  of  the  Heads  of  that  Nation  with  him.  They  stayed  at 
Jacob  Pyats  for  fear  of  being  killed  or  111  Treated  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants, I  have  sent  this  Gee  Gray  and  a  white  man  to  bring  them 
Down.    We  will  send  them  to  Philadelphia  as  They  seem  very 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


884  FENNSYLYAMIA  ABGHITES  TTd& 

BesiroiiB  of  Gonfcrenoe  with  Tour  Hon'.  Thd  InliAbitofiis  at  JsnSaM 
li»ve  latirely  Gome  away  from  there;  and  our  People  in  general  ia 
great  Trouble  &  Confasion. 

I  am  Your  Hononn 
Most  obedient  and 
HamUe  Serrant, 

HARM'S  ALMCKS. 
P.  S.  Yesterday  I  reo*  yonr  Letter  to  Mr.  Swaime,  and  Imedi* 
aftely  sent  it  to  him. 

Directed. — ^To  The  Hon*>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Es<j['.,  Goyemoc 
of  the  ProTinoe  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 
^  favour  of  Mr.  Jno.  Smith. 


Gov.  Db  Lancbt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1766.. 

New  York,  4  August,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  agree  inthrely  with  you  in  your  sentiments  of  what  is  necessary 
to  be  done  this  season,  and  think  it  no  difficult  matter  to  accomplish 
it.  Our  defeat  was  without  question,  owing  to  a  confidence  in  our 
strength,  which  unWarily  led  the  General  into  an  ambnsoade,  for 
want  of  the  proper  precautions  in  marching  thro'  a  wilderness ;  but 
I  cannot  account,  from  all  the  informations  I  have  yet  received,  for 
our  quitting  the  Gamp,  destroying  the  great  quantities  of  Powder^ 
ProvisicmSy  and  the  baggage,  when  we  had  an  army  there  superior 
to  what  the  French  had  on  the  Ohio;  neither  can  I  conceive  the 
reasons  Gol^  Dunbar  has  for  marching'  his  troops  to  Philadelphia,  ft 
thereby  leaving  your  back  settlements  exposed  to  the  Ravages  of  the 
Enemy.  I  suppose  there  are  towns  &  settlements  back  where  the 
troops  could  be  quartered  and  refreshed,  nearly  as  well  as  at  Phila- 
delphia. The  Assembly  is  to  meet  tomorrow ;  I  hopeHhey  will  be 
r'evailed  on  to  send  a  reinforcement  to  the  Provincial  troops  at  least, 
cannot  encourage  you  to  expect  any  assistance  from  this  Province, 
weAiave  too  much  on  our  owd  hands  at  present  to  be  able  to  look 
abroad,  and  if  any  nnmber  of  the  French  troops  are  gone  up  the 
Biver  St.  Lawrence,  and  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  it;  we  shall 
have  occasion  for  all  the  force  we  can  raise  at  Grown  Puiat.  I  hope 
your  Assembly  will  be  so  sensible  of  the  distress  of  your  Borderers, 
as  not  only  to  come  to  vigorous  resolutions,  bat  in  such  a  way  as 
they  may  be  carried  into  exeoution.  I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  ft 

most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  ©E  LANCEY.    • 

Governor  Morris. 

iWors«*-*Gov'  De  Lancey.         / 
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Col.  Thos.  Dunbab  to  Qov.  Morris,  1755. 

White  Horae,  Aug.  27, 1755. 
Sir, 

I  am  favoured  w^  two  letters  of  yours,  both  of  ye  23'  Instant,  in 
one  you  desire  I'd  send  some  assistance  to  the  Gentleman  Employd 
to  recruit  for  us,  this  I  would  most  gladly  have  complied  with,  but 
you  don't  say  where  he  is,  if  youl  be  soe  good  as  to  send  to  him  to 
Joyne  us  at  Philidolphia,  where  I  hope  to  be  a  Friday  or  Saturday 
next,  when  eyery  thing  rektiTe  to  y«  Eecruits  shall  be  settled. 

I  had  three  Indian  Women  and  a  Man  brought  me  by  some  Wood's 
Men,  from  a  House  once  M'.  Grochan's,  to  Shippenbourgh.  I  was  at 
a  great  Loss  to  know  what  to  do  with  them,  as  I  knew  some  Indians 
our'  supposed  friends  were  in  my  way,  I  resolved  keeping  them 
brought  me  untill  I  mett  them.    Before  that  hapnd,  a  Man  and  a 
boy  wepe  brought  me ;  the  next  day  I  mett  the  Indian  called  Belt 
of  Wampom,  at  ye  Susquehana,  I  talked  to  him  about  them,  he  said 
as  soon  as  he  saw  them,  he  would  tell  me  wether  they  were  friends 
or  foes ;  as  soon  as  they  came,  he  talked  to  them,  and  assured  me 
tbey  were  friends  and  of  his  own  blood,  and  desired  they  might  bo 
sett  at  liberty,  which  I  imedietly  ordered ;  this  is  all  I  know  of  them, 
and  hope  I  have  acted  right. 
lam, 
Sir, 
Your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

THO.  DUNBAR. 
Gov  Morris. 

Indorsed — Gol.  Dunbar. 


Petition  of  Defence  from  Cumberland,  1765. 

To  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Govemour  And  Com- 
maader-in-Chief  in  &  over  the  Province  of  Pensylvania,  &c. 

The    Humble  Petition  of  A  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cum- 
berland County,  Heartily  join'd  as  a  Company,  Under  the  Care 
&  Command  of^ Joseph  Armstrong,  Es«.,  Sheweth : 
That  Tour  Pettitioners  aro  at  present  in  A  most  Dangerous  Situa- 
tion, as  we  live  upon  the  frontiers,  Expos'd  to  the  Inhuman  Cruelty 
of  Barbarous  Savages,  and  Nothing  to^Impede' them  or  Defend  us, 
but  the  Sovereign  Benignity  of  Almighty  God,  for  we  are  in  A 
Defenceless  Condition,  having  Neither  arms  nor  Amunition,  and  in 
Vol.  II.— 17 
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this  Lamentable  Case  Our  Only  Door  of  Sope  (Next  to  the  Bivine 
Goodaess)  is  in  Your  Honour's  Compassion,  And  the  more  for  that 
you  have  given  the  Utmost  assurance  to  us  of  Your  Care  of  this 
Province,  and  in  particular  by  the  Late  Provisions  made  for  our 
Brethren  in  Potter's  Township,  who  are  in  Equal  Jeopardy  with 
us. 
May  it  therefore  Pleas  Your  Honour  to  Consider  Our  Case  and 

Svnt  us  Some  relief  by  Ordering  to  us  such  A  number  of  Guns  and 
oantity  of  Amunition,  and  Upon  Such  terms  as  Your  Honour  shall 
appoint,  And  Your  Pettitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  Ever  Pray. 
Dated  August  7%  1755,  and  Subscribed  by 


ROBT,   McCONNEL, 

Wm.  McCord, 
James  McCamond, 
Josh.  Mitchel, 
John  Irwin, 
Jno.  Jones, 
Wm.  Rankin, 
Josh.  Patterson, 
James  Barnet, 
Josh.  Barnet, 
Jno.  Hindman, 
Wm.  Scott, 
Abram.  Irwin, 
James  Norrice, 
Jno.  Norrice, 
Cristor.  Irwin, 
Jas.  Patterson, 
Jas.  Eatton, 
Jno.  McCord, 
Jas.  'Guthrie, 
Thos.  Barnet, 
Jno.  Barnet, 
Thos.  Barnet, 
Wm.  Dickson, 

RoBT.  DiXSON, 

Geo.  Gallery, 
Jon.  McKbamby, 
Chas.  McCamon, 
James  Scott, 
Frans.  Scott, 
Pathk.  Scott, 
Barnt.  Robertson, 
Jon.  Wilson, 
Jon.  Moor, 

Indorsed. — 7  August,  1755. 
the  County  of  Cumberland. 


Jas.  McCamon, 
Jas.  Mitchel, 
Jno.  Mitchel, 
robt.  colwel, 
Alex'r  Colwel, 
Chas.  Stuart, 
Jno.  Stuart, 
Danl.  Stuart, 
Saml.  Brown,  ^ 

Josp.  Swan, 

JON.*fiWAN, 

%BaBT.  SnrtLDs, 
Davd.  Shields, 
Matw.  Shields^ 
Robt.  Shields, 
Matw.  Shields,  ' 

Wm.  McCamish, 
Jas.  McCamish, 
Jno.  McCamish, 
Wm.  Swan, 
Jon.  Rippet, 
Jas.  Dinney, 
Wm.  Dinney, 
Jno.  Eaton, 
Jno.  Machan, 
James  Elder, 
Josh.  Eaton, 
Wm.  Mitchel, 
Joh  Armstrong, 
Thomas  Armstrong, 
John  Boyd, 
Robt.  Groin, 
Devard  Williams, 
Samuel  Boun. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhahitonts  of 
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Extract  John  Shirmy,  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Oneida  CarrjiDg  Place; 

j^August  12, 1755. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  am  sot  down  to  write  to  jou  because  there  is  an  Opport'j  of 
sending  you  a  few  lines,  &  because  I  ean't  spend  my  time,  when  I 
have  any  at  my  own  Disposal,  so  agreeably  any  other  way,  for  really 
I  have  little  of  News  to  add  since  my  father's  last  letter  to  You,  in- 
closing Copies  of  his  Orders  to  Col.  Danbarr,  whose  Retreat  is  tho't 
by  many  here  to  be  a  greater  Misfortune  than  the  late  Gcn^  Brad- 
dock's  unhappy  Defeat.  What  Dishonour  is  thereby  reflected  upon 
the  British  Army !  Mr.  Dunbarr  has  ever  been  esteem'd  an  exceed- 
ing good  Officer,  but  nobody  here  can  yet  guess  at  ye  Keason  of  his 
Ketreat  in  the  Circumstances  he  was  in,  &  some  severe  Reflections 
are  thrown  out  upon  his  Conduct ;  Some  would  have  him  sent  w^ 
500  Men  to  bring  back  what  he  bury'd  w*^  1500,  As  for  my  own 
part  I  think  one  can't  be  too  cautious  how  they  blame  on  these 
Occasions,  &  let  the  appearances  be  what  they  will  time  sh''  be 
allow'd  for  a  fair  &  impartial  inquiry.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  a  most 
mortifying  &  shocking  Consideration  that  so  fine  an  Army  sh^  be 
beat  &intirely  drove  out  of  not  only  the  field,  but  so  far  from  it,  by 
ab^  500  Indians  &  French,  w^"^  indeed  is  enough  to  provoke  any 
People  to  speak  what  they  think.  How  do  you  approve  of  my 
father's  Disposal  of  the  forces  remaining  w^  Col.  Dunbarr  ?  I  could 
not  write  to  You  'till  that  was  over,  &  don't  know  what  to  say  now. 
Upon  the  whole  I  think  it  will  turn  out  to  be  ye  best  Disposition 
that  could  be  made  of  'em  :  We  may  want  some  of  'em  to  secure 
this  Place  &  the  Wood  Creek  'till  our  Return,  &  Johnson  may  now 
want  to  be  supported ;  besides  w""^  the  Mohawks  who  go  w'^  us  & 
Johnson  must  have  their  Women  &  Children  &  old  Men  well  defend- 
ed ag*  any  Insults  from  the  French  &  their  Indians  by  my  father, 
&  the  N.  Y.  Indep.  Comp^  are  at  Fort  Cumberland.  Add  to  this 
that  they  will  be  so  much  the  nearer  the  Seat  of  Action  for  ye  next 
Campaigne. 

We  left  Albany  the  24^  of  July  &  w*»»  great  Difficulty  got  here 
not  till  ye  8*^  Instant,  the  Water  being  excessively  low  &  our  84 
Battoes  (for  my  father  w*  see  all  ye  Powder  &  Shot  up  w*^  him) 
being  as  deep  again  as  any  w""*^  went  before  us :  but  these  were  not 
-the  only  Difficulties  we  had  to  surmount ;  we  were  oblig'd  to  stop  to 
confer  w^  the  Indians  w^  cost  us  three  days,  &  we  found  that  in- 
stead of  Mr.  Johnsons'  securing  for  our  Expedition  a  Number  oi 
men  &  having  them  ready,  he  had  lay'd  every  Obstacle  in  our  way, 
&  had  forbid  'em  going  w^  us,  telling  'em  by  Hendrick  that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  done  at  Niagara,  &  that  such  of  'em  who  prefered 
going  w**"  US  rather  than  to  Crown  Point  we'd  be  look'd  upon  as 
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CSowards.  However,  by  means  of  Lydias  So  Hr.  Visher  we  haye 
got  26  of  'em  here ;  we  bad  thirty,  bat  Henderick  took  away  four 
of  'em,  &  for  a  time  confin'd  Visher,  &  we  have,  &  shall  have  whea 
Col.  Meroer  brinffs  up  the  Rear,  abo^  the  same  Namber  of  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  ft  I  look  upon  abo*  thirty  young  fellows  from 
Albany  &  it's  Environs  to  be  as  good  as  Indians.  We  have  like- 
wise engag*d  40  Irregulars  to  remain  on  this  Place  well  arm'd  to 
help  keep  this  &  ye  Creek  'till  we  Return.  We  go  from  hence  to- 
morrow, &  expect  to  be  at  Oswego  in  4  days  afterwards.  Col.  Mor- 
eer  will  be  six  days  behind  us,  &  we  can't  have  less  than  six  more  to 
fit  out  from  Oswego  after  he  joins  us,  so  that  we  shan't  be  before 
Niagara  'till  the  !•*  Week  in  ye  next  month.  We  have  had  Aeco«» 
from  thence  by  Indians,  to  w*^  we  are  not  to  give  intire  Credit; 
however,  it  seems  plain  they  are  hard  at  Work  in  that  fort  preparing 
to  receive  us ;  but  as  it  is  certain  that  there  is  water  enough  for  our 
Schooners  to  come  close  in  under  the  Fort  &  we  shall  have  a  good 
train  of  Artillery  &  easily  land  under  ye  Cover  of  our  Schooners 
&  Race  Oallies  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  get  safe  before  it.  Besides  a 
very  pretty  brass  11  Inch  Mortar  we  had  cast  in  N.  England,  an 
Hoyetzer,  w"^^  flings  its  Shell  2  Miles  distance,  we  have  5  smaller 
w**'  carry  Cannisters  of  4^  Grape  or  4*  of  ball,  &  Swan  shott  &  two 
very  good  Royals,  all  w*^  have  been  prov'd  &  tho't  to  be  exceeding 
good  of  their  kind.  You  know  what  Train  we  had  before,  but  if  I 
have  time  I  will  send  You  a  List  inclosed  as  it  now  is.  My  fsitber 
has  been  so  good  as  to  declare  me  one  of  his  Aid-de-Camps.  Pray 
in  C((se  of  Success  &  the  General's  sending  over  one  of  his  Aid-de- 
Camps,  what  do  You  think,  sh'  Einneer  or  I  go  ?  It  is  K.'a 
Rieht,  I  believe,  as  oldest,  &  as  he  is  the  oldest  Captain  he  will  want 
to  DC  upon  the  spot  to  try  for  a  Majority.  It  is  to  be  oonsider'd  on 
my  side  that  I  have  no  further  Promotion  at  present  in  View  ',  but 
it  is,  notwithstanding  a  pretty  thing  to  be  send  on  such  an  Errand  & 
being  the  Generars  son,  whether  that  does  not  give  me  a  sort  of 
right,  tho'  so  much  K.'s  Jun',  to  expect  it.  I  begg  yo'  Opinion 
in  this  Affair,  &  if  you  sh'  be  clear  that  I  sh*  go,  pray  say  a  Word 
or  two  to  my  father  upon  it.  If  Mr.  Orme  sh'  be  w^  You,  Yon 
can  know  his  Opinion. 

If  you  will  promise  to  excuse  Blots,  Interlineations  &  Grease  (for 
this  is  wrote  in  ye  open  Air  upon  ye  head  of  a  Pork  bb^  &  20  People 
abo'  me)  I  will  begin  another  half  Sheet.  I  remember  the  greatest 
Difficulty  in  the  Cape  Breton  Expedition  was  to  keep  the  N.  E.  men 
there  in  Garrison  after  they  had  got  Possession  of  the  Forts;  the 
like  in  all  Probability  will  happen  in  Case  Mr.  Johnson  succeeds  ; 
then  some  of  the  Regulars  now  w^  Col.  Dunbarr  may  be  ordered 
from  Albany  to  Garrison  Crown  Point  I  admire  Mr.  Penn's 
Spirit  upon  the  present  Occasion,  &  am  sorry  that  the  Publick  oanH 
have  the  benefit  of  his  Weight  &  Influence,  w^  would  be  very 
serviceable,  I  am  satisfi'd  in  raising  a  Number  of  Men  immediately 
in  the  manner  you  propose  for  him ;  but  when  you  consider  how 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1755.  889 

extremely  hard  it  would  be  to  pat  a  Person  oyer  the  head  of  the 
lowest  officer  in  the  Virginia  Corps,  who  have  had  so  hard  a  Cam- 
paigne  of  it,  &  have  behiav'd  so  gallantly  in  the  late  Ingagoment,  I 
flatter  myself  that  neither  yourself  nor  Mr.  Penn  will  take  it  amiss 
of  me  that  I  have  not  mentioned  him  yet  to  my  father,  especially  as 
ye  Vacancies  in  that  Corps  will  not  be  fill'd  up  'till  we  join  'em,  & 
I  haye  thereby  time  to  hear  farther  from  you  upon  this  head;  I 
hope,  in  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Penn  will  be  persuaded  that  I  shall 
always  take  particular  Pleasure  in  promoting  any  thing  in  my  Power 
w*^  may  be  iigreeable  to  him,  &  as  in  all  probability  other  Regim** 
will  be  order'd  to  be  rab'din  America  yery  soon  if  he  sho'  continue 
in  ye  mind  of  coming  Jnto  the  Army,  &  my  father  shall  continue  to 
eommand  in  North  America,  there  can  I  think  be  no  Difficulty  in  his 
ooming  in  then  for  a  Company  upon  the  same  terms  I  came  into 
one  in  my  father's  Regim*,  yii* :  raising  a  Number  of  Men.  I 
begg  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  my  Complim**  to  him  &  excuse  me 
for  not  writing  to  him.  ***** 

Since  writiug  the  aboye  my  father  has  rec^  Letters  from  Goy' 
Dinwiddle  &  Acco**  of  the  Supplies  granted  by  yo'  Proyince  &  the 
New  Jerseys,  which  has  occasioned  his  Alteration  of  the  Disposition 
of  the  British  Troops  in  the  Manner  you  will  see  by  his  Letter  to 
you,  &  I  will  now  tell  you  that  from  ye  yery  first  I  took  the  Liberty 
to  adyise  strongly  to  this  measure,  but  being  quite  alone  in  it,  it  was 
oyerrurd.  Indeed  looking  upon  Noya  Scotio  to  be  quite  secure  for 
this  year,  I  would  haye  had  a  Detachm*  of  500  of  the  Regulars  sent 
from  that  Garrison  directly  by  Water  to  Philadelphia,  if  no  N. 
Engl"  men  haye  been  got  from  thence  of  Winslow's  Command,  & 
they  might  haye  assisted  in  proyiding  a  Train  of  Artillery  from 
thence  out  of  the  King's  Ships  &  Garrison.  Perhaps  this  may  yet 
be  ordered,  &  I  shall  once  mpre  press  it  all  in  my  Power.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  that  a  large  Number  of  Men  are  likely  to  be  seen  rais'd 
to  the  Southward,  &  that  they  can  be  easily  arm'd,  but  am  much 
affraid  you  will  be  yery  late.  *  *  « 

I  am,  D'  Sir, 

Yours  most  Affectionately, 

JOHN  SHIRLET. 

2iidiw«<?.— August  12*%  1755.    Cap*  Shirley. 


Gov'r.  to  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  1755. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Indians  are  come  to  Town,  heated  w*^  their  Joumy  and  in 
Liqnor,  so  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  there  shou'd  be  some 
Constables  placed  at  the  State  House  Square  where  they  are  lodg'd, 
and  orders  shou'd  be  giyen  that  they  permit  none  of  ye  Towns 
people  to  come  to  them.  I  therefore  desire  this  may  be  done 
directly.    It  wou'd  be  of  great  Seryice  if  one  of  the  Magistrates 
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went  in  person  &  gave  the  Cooatables  their  Orders  in  the  presence 
of  the  Towns  people. 

I  am. 

Angnst  17th,  1766. 

Indorged, — ^Draft  Letter  to  the  Mayor  k  Aldermen. 


Gov.  MOREIS   TO  Gov.  DiNWIDDIB,  1755. 

^  Philad*.,  Angust  ISfth,  1755. 

Sir, 

I  have  receiv'd  joor  laet  letter  of  the  5th  Instant,  as  also  thtft  of 
the  29th  of  July,  by  express,  to  which  you  desire  to  be  referred.  I 
had  before  received  information  of  the  unhappy  &  very  snrprizinff 
defeat  of  the  Army  under  General  Braddock's  Command,  &  think 
it  a  most  melancholy  afiair;  it  would  certainly  have  been  of  the 
greatest  Consequence  to  the  Colonies  in  General^  to  have  exerted 
themselves  vigorously  to  retrieve  if  possible  so  great  a  misfortune  & 
disgrace  suffered  by  his  Majesty^s  Arms,  without  loss  of  time ;  &  I 
am  of  opinion  with  you,  that  it  was  not  too  late  in  the  year  when 
wtf  received  the  News. 

It  appears  very  clear  to  me  that  another  attempt  might  have  been 
put  into  Execution  against  Du  Quesne,  &  I  am  far  from  thinking 
but  we  might  have  promised  ourselves  success,  had  these  Colonies 
that  are  so  nearly  interested  in  the  removal  of  the  French  from  the 
Ohio  united  &  acted  a  proper  &  Dutiful!  part;  as  part  of  their  forces 
were  sent  off  to  Strengthen  Niagara. 

I  rece'd  letters  last  night  by  Express  firom  Gen.  Shirley,  aoquaint- 
Jng  me  that  as  he  had  been  inform'd  that  this  Province,  Virginia  & 
Maryland;  had  given  considerably  towards  another  expedition,  he 
thought  proper  to  send  orders  to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  Col. 
Bunbar.  to  make  a  Second  attempt  upon  Fort  du  Quesne,  but  I  am 
of  opinion  this  cannot  be  put  in  practice  before  next  Year,  from  tie 
backwardness  of  my  Assemblies  in  particular  to  do  what  is  so 
Strongly  their  Interest  to  Comply  with,  if  the  troops  commanded 
by  Col.  Dunbar  were  to  join  those  employ'd  against  Niagara,  as 
were  Gen.  Shirley's  first  orders,  it  would  greatly  ^cilitate  the  redno- 
tion  of  the  French  forts  there,  which  will  cut  off  all  Commuuicatioa 
with  Canada,  &  of  course  their  forts  on  the  Ohio  will  fall  into  our 
hands,  as  they  will  probably  then  be  oblig'd  to  surrender  for  want 
of  Provisions  &  other  necessaries. 

lu  Answer  to  my  inclosed  message  recommending  to  my  Assem* 
bly  to  Grant  the  necessary  Supplys  towards  an  Expedition  this 
Season  against  Fort  Duquesue,  they  tell  me  that  if  I  will  pass  a  Bill 
they  sent  me  some  time  ago  for  raising  fifty  thousand  pounds^  with- 
out amendments,  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  But 
as  that  Bill  is  framed  It  would  be  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  in  me 
&  giving  up  the  Government  into  their  Hands,  I  must  therefore 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1765.  891 

give  oyer  all  expectations  of  any  thing  from  this  Province,  not  only 
this  year,  but  at  any  time  hereafter,  unless  a  British  Parliament 
should  interpose  and  to  Induce  them  to  do  it,  I  think  the  Ministry 
should  be  informed  of  the  Naked  and  Defenceless  condition  of  this 
Proyince,  and  of  its  being  an  open  door  by  means  of  which  the 
French  may  make  themselves  masters  of  this  continent,  as  they 
have  now  road  from  their  fert  upon  the  Ohio,  and  may  march  a  body 
of  troops  into  the  Heart  of  this  Plentiful!  Colonys,  and  Strengthen 
themselves  greatly  by  the  Gprman  and  Irish  Koman  Catholicks,  who 
are  very  numerous  here.  I  think  it  is  the  Interest  of  the  other 
Colonys  to  Joyn  in  representing  these  matters  to  the  Government  at 
home  that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  in  time. 
Indorted. — ^Drafb  to  Gov'.  Dinwiddle. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Be  Lancby,  1755. 

Philad*.,  August  21st,  1755. 
Sir: 

1  was  in  hopes  I  should  have  been  able  to  have  wrote  you  an 
ace*  of  our  preparations  for  another  attempt  upon  Fort  Duquesne, 
/  Bat  my  Assembly  have  been  now  sitting  a  month,  and  have  spent 
the  whole  time -in  an  Idle  dispute  with  me  upon  a  bill  that  I  have 
it  not  in  my  power  to  pass ;  And  yet  they  tell  me  that  unless  I  do 
pass  it,  ana  that  in  the  shape  they  have  sent  it  up,  they  will  do 
nothing. 

This  puis  it  out  of  my  Power  to  afford  tha£  Assistance  to  Coll«. 
Bonbar  in  the  Second  attempt  against  Fort  Duquesne,  which  Shirley 
has  Ordered  him  to  undertake,  and  to  call  upon  these  Provinces  for 
Assistance,  which  I  imasino  the  Governments  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land will  readily  afford,  out  it  will  fall  heavy  upon  them  as  PensU-  . 
van*  will  do  nothing. 

I  am  Apprehensive  that  the  Season  is  Bather  too  far  advanced, 
Considering  that  nothing  is  prepared,  nor  proper  funds  Establish'd 
for  purchasing  what  is  wanted  upon  the  present  occasion,  which  will 
delay  some  things  till  Shirley's  Answer  to  the  Inclosed  letters  can 
be  iuid,  which  you  will  therefore  be  so  good  as  to  forward  to  him  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  wish  the  distress  at  Louisburgh  may  be  what  Gov'.  Lawrence 
represents  it,  but  cannot  imagine  they  will  be  reduced  to  the  neces- 
sity of  surrender^  the  place,  as  they  must  have  plenty  of  fish  upon 
which  they  may  well  Subsist. 

My  Assembly  have  sent  me  a  Message  in  Answer  to  my  last, 
Consisting  of  26  folio  post  pages,  wrote  full  and  Close,  which  I  hope 
will  excuse  me  for  the  incorrectness  of  this. 

I  am,  Sir. 

Jiufor«ed.— Draft  to  Gov'.  De  Lancey. 
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James  Burd  to  Gov,  Morris,  1755. 

Shippensbupg,  24**  Aug",  1755. 
HonV'  Sir, 

1^  I  bad  the  pleasure  of  your  Hon"  favours  of  y«  14*^  Curr*.  wberein 
you  are  pleased  to  let  me  know  the  trouble  you  have  with  the  people 
that  work't  at  the  Eoads;  I  am  Eztreamly  sorry  for  it,  but  Cannot 
help  imputing  it  to  our  Assembly;  The  method  proposed  in  a  letter 
Some  time  ago  to  your  Hon',  Signed  by  the  Commiss",  for  giving 
attendance  at  different  places  in  this  Province,  in  order  to  pay  of  the 
labourers,  &o.  I  made  no  doubt  would  have  been  Chearfully  gone 
into,  as  we  therein  mentioned  a  Committee  of  the  House  to  attend 
with  the  Money,  &  be  Satisfyed  in  every  paym*  made.  If  our  As- 
sembly expects  the  People  are  to  wait  upon  them  at  Philad*,  in 
order  to  Receve  their  Money ;  many  of  the  labourers  will  be  obliged 
to  loose  their  money  Intirely,  as  they  would  Spend  }  of  it  in 
going  to  Reoeve  it,  besides  their  time,  &  I  for  my  part,  must  loose 
what  I  have  advanced  them,  which  is  Considerable  (to  me  however,) 
&  if  this  is  the  manner  in  which  we  are  to  be  treated^  it  will  put  an 
end  to  Publick  Faith  in  this  Province. 

It  is  a  very  great  hardship  upon  me,  that  I  must  bear  the  burthen 
of  both  ends  of  this  affair,  very  much  to  the  prejudice  of  my  own 
Private  Concerns,  Notwithstanding  a  Number  of  Commiss"  appointed 
along  with  me.  However,  I  shall  Immediately  make  up  the  acco% 
and  transmitt  them  to  your  Hon';  In  the  mean,  I  begg  yo«  will  be- 
lieve me  with  great  Esteem  to  be, 
Your  Hon" 

Most  obed^  Servant, 

JAMES  BURD. 

Directed-— To  The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq',  Go- 
vemour  &  Command'  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 


General  Johnson  to  Gov.  Pownell,  1765. 
» 

Camp  at  Carrying  Place,  ) 
24th  Aug*,  1755.       J 
Sir: 

By  Accounts  I  have  from  Canada  by  4'Mohawks,  whom  I  sent 
there  some  time  agoe,  and  retdmed  3  days  agoe,  it  appears  that  the 
French  will  Make  a  very  great  Opposition,  Nay,  bring  all  the 
Strength  they  have  this  way.  I  call'd  a  Councill  of  Warr  Yester- 
day, and  sent  their  Oppinion  to  the  Several  governments  concern'd 
in  this  expedition,  to  which  I  refer  you;  I  purpose  marching  to- 
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morrow  with  tho  first  Divinoiii  oonsistinff  of  1500  Men  &  some  field 
Peices,  for  Lake  S^  Sacrament,  &  some  Indians.  Maj'  General  Ly- 
man is  to  folbw  ma  as  soon  as  the  New  Hampshire  Troops  join  him 
here,  which  I  have  ordered  (hem  to  doe  emediately,  as  we  have  fall'n 
on  a  Method  to  Support  them,  as  long  as  there  are  provision  in  the 
Army.  We  could  not  spare  so  many  good  men  as  they  are  look'd 
upon  to  be.  Cap^  Stodud  Arrived  here  Yesterday  with  old  Hen.- 
drick's  Brother  &  12  Young  Indians,  and  says  M***  Farrell,  Butler, 
Ac,  will  be  here  tomorrow  with  old  Hendrick  ft  about  200  more; 
those,  with  about  40  who  acoompaned  me  hither,  &  others  who  are 
to  follow,  will  Amount  to  About  300.  As  soon  as  I  arrive  at  the 
lake  I  shall  erect  Magazines,  and  build  a  place  of  Strenght  Again 
the  rest  of  the  forces  come  up.  Our  Jndians  bore  seem  much  Dis- 
perited  at  the  News  of  the  Cashnawageys  declaring  in  favour  of  the 
French,  as  well  as  at  General ^raddock's  Defeat;  there  is  an  Indiaa 
expected  here  to-morrow,  whom  I  sent  with  Dispatches  to  the  Gene- 
ral, and  was  in  the  engagement  with  him,  who  has  told  the  whole 
Affi&ir  to  the  Indians  rery  particularly,  this  you  may  Imagine  may  have 
no  good  Effect  at  this  Critical  Juncture ;  besides  the  Acc^  Bro*  from 
Oanada,  by  the  4  Mohawks,  of  the  French's  strenght  and  their  In- 
dians and  the  weekness  of  our  Troops,  which  they  hourly  Complain 
of.  Discourages  them  so  much,  that  I  may  without  vanity  assert. 
Nothing  but  their  regard  for  me  would  engage  one  of  them  to  go  a 
Step ;  what  with  Disertions,  sickness,  &o.,  we  shafl  not  be  above  8000 
Effective  for  Garrisons,  ftc. 

Cap*  Eyre  has  laid  out  a  p^  of  fortification  here  round  Lydius's 
Log  House,  which  if  finished,  would  be  very  Serviceable  in  case  of  a 
retreat,  but  as  it  is  thought  too  large  by  most  of  the  officers,  &  Can- 
not be  finished  before  we  go.  It  give  so  Great  Uneasiness,  that  they 
purpose  to  Apply  to  me  About  it,  I  understand  this  day. 

^XTRAOTS  FBOM  THE  COUNOIL  OV  WaBR  : 

That  the  road  from  La  Praire  to  S^  Johns,  is  full  of  Waggons,  of 
provisions  &  Stores,  constantly  passing  and  repassing;  that  the  Brig* 
and  another  Vessell  are  making  Constant  return  to  &  from  Crown 
Point ;  That  there  were  in  the  Fort  100  Men,  200  more  were  March- 
ing to  join  them,  &  that  more  were  ooming  in  such  parties,  that  the 
French  would  be  Superior  to  us,  Not  only  in  the  number  of  Troops, 
but  also  of  Indians.  The  Caghnawageys  having  taken  up  the  Hatohet 
against  us,  and  the  French  calling  in  all  the  Indians  they  have  in 
Canada;  That  the  French  are  malung  Several  New  Works  at  Crown 
Point,  and  that  if  our  Army  Marched  by  Wood  Creek,  they  intended 
to  fortifie  themselves  and  Oppose  us  at  So*  Bay,  if  we  marched  by 
Lake  S'  Sacrament^  at  ^Tiecondaraga. 

*  This  is  the  Narrows  below  Lake  St.  Sacrament. 
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Gov.  MoERis  TO  THE  Matob  OF  Philadblphia,  1756. 

Philad*^  rugose  25th^  1765. 
Sir: 

Coll*  Dunbar,  vho  is  now  at  Lancaster  with  bis  own  and  tbe  Late 
S'  Peter  Halket's  regiment,  and  three  Independ*  OompanySy  writes 
me  that  he  proposes  to  be  here  with  those  troops  on  Friday  next,  in 
order  to  fit  them  for  such  service  as  Gen^  Shirley  shall  order,  and  De- 
sires me  to  haveQaarters  prepared  for  one  hun^lred  officers  and  about 
twelve  hundred  men ;  and  as  an  Act  pass'd  the  last  letting  of  Assem- 
bly, extending  to  this  province  Such  parts  of  the  Mutiny  and  Deser^ 
tion  acts  of  Parliament  as  relates  to  the  Quartering  soldiers,  yon  will^ 
therefore,  with  the  Assistance  of  the  other  Magistrates,  causd  quar- 
ters to  be  provided  for  the  soldiers  &  Lodgings  for  the  officers,  as  soon 
as  possible^  that  I  may  communicate  to  Goll^  Dunbar  what  is  done. 

Indorted.-^Dit  to  the  Mayor,  reoommending  it  to  him  to  Provide 
Qoarters  for  the  Army  under  the  Command  of  Coll*  Dunbar. 


Gov.  MoBRis  TO  Gov.  Shirley,  1755.       \ 

Philad%  August  27th,  1755. 
Dear  Sir : 

When  your  friend  Mr.  Pownal  went  from  hence,  he  Hinted  to  me 
that  he  had  some  thoughts  of  seeing  England  this  fall,  where  he 
imagined  he  could  be  of  more  service  to  the  Common  Cause  than  by 
eontinuing  in  America.  You  well  know  his  ability  and  attachments 
to  you,  the  great  acquaintance  he  has  with  .men  and  things  in  this 
Country,  and  what  lights  &  hints  he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  give 
upon  American  affiiirs  to  the  ministry ;  and  as  you  have  nothing  in 
View  but  to  promote  the  real  Interest  of  the  Colonys,  and  to  make 
it  consistant  with  that  of  the  mother  Country,  I  think,  with  great 
submission,  that  you  cannot  have  a  better  means  of  Conveying  your 
thoughts  and  schemes  for  the  publick  utility  to  the  ministry,  than 
by  him. 

As  to  myself,  I  am  unfortunatelv  linked  with  a  set  of  men  that 
seem  lost  to  all  sence  of  duty  to  their  Country,  or  decency  to  their 
Superiors,  who  will  oppose  whatever  I  recomend,  however  beneficial 
to  the  publick.  You'  are  otherwise  circumstanced,  what  you  say  has 
weight  with  your  own  and  other  Provinces,  and  the  King's  Ministers 
have  «  Confidence  in  you,  will  it  not,  therefore,  be  very  proper  for 
you  to  Lay  before  the  Crown  the  State  and  Condition  of  the  Colonys 
&  of  the  present  service;  the  Assistance  they  are  capable  of  affording 
tbe  Crown  in  America,  or  sea  war;  the  Obsticles  and  reasons  why 
that  assistance  has  ifot  been  &  will  not  be  afforded,  and  the  most 
effectual  Methods  of  removing  those  obsticles,  and  of  making  the 
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G0I91178  maierially  benefical  to  BriUin,  both  in  War  and  Peace*  In 
laying  these  matters  before  the  Oovernm^,  you  cannot  find  any  man 
that  will  be  able,  by  a  personal  application,  to  a£ford  yon  that  assistance 
that  Mr.  Pownal  can,  as  he  is  not  unknown  to  any  of  the  King's 
ministers,  and  has  the  particular  Confidence  of  some  of  them. 

IndarucL—Dti.  to  Qov.  Shirley. 


Gov.  MoBnis  TO  Gov.  Db  Lancet,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  sending  forward  the  Letters  to  Gen*  Shir- 
ley, because  the  motion  of  the  Troops- now  in  this  Province  will  de- 
pend upon  his  answer,  as  Coll''  Dunbar  says  he  has  no  money  to  fur- 
nish the  forces  with  the  several  things  that  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  them  in  case  they  go  upon  service,  either  to  the  northward  or 
westward*,  as  to  the  Letter  I  imagine  no  thing  can  possibly  be  done 
this  season,  tho'  I  am  told  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  raising  forces 
for  the  purpose.  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  distress  at  Louisburgh, 
the  flux  must  be  owing  to  the  cause  you  mention,  and  it  is  our  busi- 
ness not  to  remove  it.  I  recomended  the  matter  to  the  Assembly,  not 
caring  to  take  it  upon  myself  when  the  Legislature  was  sitting,  as 
they  could  render  fin  Embargo  much  more  effectual,  but  as  they  re- 
fused to  come  into  the  thing,  I  shall  meet  the  Council  upon  the  head 
to-morrow,  and  if  they  consent  shall  lay  one  on  in  this  port  and  in 
New  Castle,  which  Ynay  prove  more  Effectual  than^my  last  Embargo, 
as  you  tell  me  Jersey  have  laid  one,  which  they  declined  doing 
before. 

It  is  very  disagreeable  to  me  to  be  concemd  in  a  dispute  with  my 
Assembly  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  the  Common  good  &  safety 
should  take  place  of  every  other  Consideration.  But  as  I  have 
from  the  beginniDg  avoided  every  thing  of  the  kind,  and  advised 
them  to  do  the  same,  I  cannot  accuse  myself  of  being  in  the  least 
the  cause  of  the  inactivity  of  this  Province,  But  must  think  that 
they  had  no  intention  to  do  any  thing  for  the  Common  cause,  or  for 
their  own  security,  and  purposly  started  those  disputes  to  furnish  a 

{>retence*for  their  conduct.  Had  this  been  before  a  doubt,  their  last 
ong  messages  and  refusal  to  Establish  a  Militia  would  have  made  it 
clear.  The  avow'd  Principles  of  those  Messages  are  Republican, 
and  they  are  calculated  to  heat  &  inflame  the  people,  to  infuse  into 
the  minds  of  the  Germans  and  others — that  their  rights  &  Libertys 
are  invaded,  &  that  they  are  to  be  made  slaves  &  vassells.  By  this  ^ 
means  they  ^ill  weaken  and  unhinge  the  Government,  &  not  only 
so,  but  Hinder  the  Germans  from  assisting  the  English  and  recon- 
cile them  to  the  French  Governm*,  under  which  they  cannot  be 
worse  than  slaves  and  vassels.  ^ 

Indorsed, 

Dft.  to  Gov  Delancy.     August  28%  1755. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1765.  89T 

Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

AnnapoliS;  August  29%  1755. 
Sir: 

I  detain  Governor  Dinwiddle's  Express  a  Moment,  to  acknowledge 
by  him  the  fieceipt  of  your  Favour  of  the  20^.  I  am  sorry  to  learn 
that  not  even  the  present  melancholy  Situation  of  Afifairs  in  this 
Quarter  could  weigh  with  your  Assembly  to  grant  some  Supplies^ 
in  such  a  manner  as  you  oould  accept  them ;  the  Example  they  have 
set  is  too  grateful  to  our  folks  for  me  to  give  them  an  Opportunity 
of  persuing  a  similar  Scheme,  or  expressing  themselves  in  such  Lan- 
guage unless  I  shall  receive  more  particular  Instructions  from  Eng- 
land, or  the  Enemy  make  an  Attempt  on  Fort  Cumberland,  which, 
by  what  I  can  find,  Governor  Innes  begins  to  expect.  It  is  said 
that  his  Qommand,  a  fortnight  since,  consisted  of  only  160  Men,  if 
they  have  since  gone  off  in  the  same  proportion;  I  shall  next  ex- 
pect to  hear  it  is  entirely  relinquished.  The  Indians  have  done  a 
good  deal  of  Mischief  in  several  parts  of  Virginia,  but  they  have 
not  made  our  People  any  Visits  since  the  Engagement,  however  tho 
distant  Inhabitants  are  so  terrified  by  the  Reports  they  hear,  that 
they  are  leaving  their  Plantations  verv  fast,  &  retreating  to  the  more 
populous  parts  of  the  Country.  As  I  have  not  heard  any  thing  of 
Colonel  Dunbar's  Return  towards  Us,  I  presume  he  is  proceeding 
to  join  General  Shirley,  which  I  hope  he  will  do  time  enough  to  be 
of  some  service,  but  I  can  tell  him  twill  not  a  liitlo  chagrine  Go- 
vernor Didwiddie,  who  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  leaving  Fort  Du 
Quesne  unattempted  again  this  Summer.  I  have  already  intimated 
to  S'  Thomas  Robinson  how  defenceless  we  are,  notwithstanding  our 
Numbers,  for  want  of  a  proper  Militia  Law,  which  I  have  told  him 
has  often  &  will  be  always  in  vain  sollicited  from  our  Assembly : 
whether  Governor  Dinwiddle  prevailed  with  the  Assembly  of  that 
Province  the  other  Day  to  pass  one  I  know  not,  otherwise  he  will, 
I  doubt  not,  write  also  to  the  Ministry  on  the  same  subject. 
With  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obed* 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

HOR'O.  SHARPE. 
Indorsed, 

Letter  from  Gov'  Sharpe,  August  29, 1755. 

R<:ced  !•«  Sept',  1755.     Bead  in  Council,  2*  Sept'. 


Digrtfeed  by  Google 


iW8  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVES  1755. 

Gov.  MoBRis  TO  Gov.  Db  Lancby,  1765. 

Sir: 

I  this  minute  receivd  by  Express,  from  Gov'  Dinwiddle*  the  In- 
olosd  letter,  by  which  you  will  see  his  scheme  for  building  a  Fort 
near  the  great  Meadows,  in  the  way  to  Fort  Duquesne.  I  much 
doubt  his  being  able  to  Carry  it  into  Eicecution,  and  by  the  aqcounts 
giving  that  Country  by  the  Officers  of  the  regiments  now  faere,^  I 
cannot  think  it  by  any  means  a  proper  place.  I  cannot  afford  him 
any  assistance  from  this  PrOTinoe,  and  imagine  that  Maryland  will 
be  as  backward^  so  that  it  must  rest  with  Virginia  alone.  I  am  very 
much  taken  up  with  the  Troops  now  here,  wbich  are  in  very  bad 
Order,  The  Col^  thinks  of  making  up  his  regiments  with  Servants 
which  he  may  soon  do,  but  it  will  be  very  disagreeable  to  our  People 
here  and  very  troublesome  to  me.  I  have  Laid  an  Embargo  upon 
all  the  Provisions  here^  but  am  told  the  merchants  intend  not  to  je- 
gard  it,  and  we  have  got  to  such  a  hith  of  disobedience  in  this  Pro- 
vinoO;  that  the  Orders  of  the  Government  have  very  little  wdght. 
lam, 
Sir, 

your  most  Obed*  Humble  Serv*, 

EOBT.  H.  M0REI8.* 
Gov'  Delanoey. 
Philad%  Sep'  1-*^  1756. 

Indorted, 
Copy— to  Gov  Delancey.  •  Sep'  l**,  1755. 


Gov.  Db  Lancet  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  1  Sep*',  1755. 
Sir, 

I  expect  this  day  to  have  a  full  Assembly,  to  whom  I  must  send 
a  Message  on  the  subject  of  reinforcing  the  Troops  under  Major  Ge- 
neral Johnson  ;  before  them  I  shall  lay  the  intelligence  I  have  re- 
cicved  from  Massachusetts  Bay  &  Connecticut,  the  Former  have 
agreed  to  raise  800  men,  &  the  latter  2000  for  that  purpose.  I  can- 
not say  what  the  Assembly  will  do  here,  if  I  cannot  get  men,  I  hope 
to  prevail  on  them  to  give  money  to  support  the  Connecticut  troops  ; 
that  Government  shews  a  very  laudable  zeal,  but  I  fear  the  rein- 
forcement will  come  too  late,  as  the  season  is  already  far  advanced. 

*  See  this  letter,  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  608.  It  mast  be  on  or  near 
the  Port  Necessity,  which,  under  Washington,  capitulated  to  the  French  ua- 
der  Monsr.  de  Villier.    See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  50-63,  181,  182. 
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Ton  will  exeuae  my  not  giving  a  fuller  answer  to  yours  of  the  28^'''*' 
August.    I  am; 

Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DB  LANCET. 
(Governor  Morris. 

Indorted. 
Gov  Delancey.    Sep'  !•*,  1755. 


Gov.  Hardy  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  Tork,  5**  September,  1755. 
Sir: 

Being  Honoured  with  his  Majesty's  Commission  as  Captain  Gene- 
ral and  Govemour  in  Chief  of  this  Province,  I  take  this  early  op- 
portunity of  notifying  my  Arrival  to  your  Honour. 
1^  As  the  present  State  of  Affairs  requires  the  keeping  up  an  exact 
Correspondence  between  the  several  Govemours  on  the  Continent, 
in  every  part  of  his  Majesty's  Service  which  may  concern  the  Inte- 
rest and  welfare  of  his  Colonies,  I  beg  leave  to  Assure  you  of  my 
intention  to  maintain  it  on  my  part,  and  that  I  shall  esteem  as  a  fa- 
vour any  intelligence  you  shall  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  me ;  at 
the  same  time  it  will  give  me  a  Beal  pleasure  if,  during  my  Admin- 
istration, I  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  you  any  Service.  The  in- 
closed Letter  I  brought  with  me  from  England. 
I  am, 

Sir, 

Tour  Honours  most  obed^ 

humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  HARDT.f 
Being  informed  of  a  Vessel  bound  for  Europe  from  your  place,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  the  Inclosed  Packet  to  forward 
to  England. 
Govemour  Morris. 

IndoTied. 

Gov*  Hardy.    Sep'  5%  1755. 

♦  See  page  896.  f  See  Govr's  answer,  p.  405. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Edward  Shippen,  1755. 

Sir, 

I  sent  jon,  since  Capt*  Leslies  goins  away  from  Lancaster  to  the 
Army,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  Sixty  Pounds,  for  w*"^  my  Se- 
cretary has  your  Reoeits. 

Of  this  sum,  I  understand  Capt"  Lesley  has  received  no  more 
than  One  hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  Six  Shillinge  St.,  Penna. 

The  Ballance  being  One  hundred  and  nine  Pounds  thirteen  Shil- 
lings k  Sixpence;  Be  pleased  to  pay  to  him  or  his  Order,  he  hay- 
ing given  me  a  Receit  for  this  here,  together  with  that  of  Five  hun- 
dred Founds,  w^  I  had  supplied  him  with  whilst  here,  amounting  in 
all  to  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty  Pounds.  , 

Philad%  5  Sept',  1755. 
Indorsed,  j 

m  to  £dward  Shippen.    Sep*  6'^  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  SHna.KY,  1755. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  had  the  Pleasure  of  hearing  you  were  all  safe  at  Oswego,  on 
the  20^  ult.,*  by  a  letter  from  yourself  and  my  friend  Jack,  to  whom 
if  I  can,  I  will  write  by  this  conveyance.  I  deliverd  your  letter  to 
Goll«  Dunbar,  who  arrived  on  the  28  of  Aug"*  with  the  two  regi- 
ments, the  Independ^  Companys  and  the  train,  most  of  them  in  very 
bad  order,  and  by  all  his  motion  and  the  difficulties  that  he  makes 
about  every  thing,  I  imagine  he  has  no  intention  to  move  from 
hence.  Coll^  Qage  is  putting  Halket's  Regiment  in  as  good  order 
as  Possible,  and  will  be  ready  for  Service  very  soon,  b^t  it  will  be 
some  time  before  the  other  troops  are  here,  unless  you  send  quicken- 
ing orders,  which  I  hope  you  will. 

My  good  friend,  Cap^  Orme^is  now  with  me,  and  is  very  much 
rccovcrd  of  his  wound.  Coll''  Burton  is  also  here,  but  not  so  well 
recoverd,  the  Ball  being  still  in  him,  but  I  Hope  for  the  sake  of  the 
publick  that  he  may  be  quite  fit  for  service  before  the  next  year,  as 
ne  is  a  very  sensible  knowing  man.  Cap>  Orme  is  going  to  Eng- 
land, and  will  put  the  affair  of  the  Western  Campaign  in  a  true 
light,  and  greatly  different  from  what  it  has  been  represented  to  be, 
and  you  know  very  well  that  his  situation  &  abilities  gave  him 
great  opportunities  of  knowing  every  thing  that  passd  in  the  army 
or  in  the  Colony,  relative  to  military  matters,  and  I  am  sure  he  wiU 
be  of  great  use  to  the  Ministry  in  the  measures  that  may  be  con- 
certed for  the  future  safety  and  defence  of  these  Provinces.  You 
are  now,  my  good  sir,  to  consider  yourself  as  a  Military  man,  and 

*  See  page  881. 
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re{»resentations  m\\  be  expected  from  yon  in  relation  to  the  security 
of  these  Colonies  against  the  French,  which  is  become  a  very  na- 
tional point,  as  the  superiority  in  America  will  cast  the  ballance  in 
Europe,  whoever  therefore  can,  by  his  advice  and  assistance,  contri- 
bute to  secure  these  Colonies  does  the  greatest  service  to  Britain,  and 
will  be  entitled  to  the  grei^test  rewards.  This  you  in  a  particular 
manner  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  do,  by  Laying  before  the  Go- 
vernment the  most  rational  plans  for  that  purpose.  The  opportuni- 
ties M'.  Orme  will  have  with  the  Duke,  &  all  the  Kings  ministers, 
upon  his  return  of  explaining  American  affairs,  makes  it  quite  ne- 
cessary that  you  should  agree  in  gcn^  in  your  representations,  that 
both  may  have  the  greater  weight,  and  my  friendship  for  you  obliges 
me  to  hint  this  matter  to  your  consideration,  that  you  may  in  your 
letters  to  the  Ministry  refer  to  him,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
enforcing  what  you  may  write,  the  substance  of  which  you  will,  I 
believe,  think  it  necessary  to  Communicate  to  him. 

Coll°  Dunbar,  who  makes  a  point  of  Differing  from'  the  late  Gen^ 
in  every  thing  will  comply  with  none  of  his  contracts,  and  Even 
declines  paying  for  the  recruits  I  have  raised  at  the  rate  Gen^  Brad- 
dock  orderd,  which  will  fall  heavy  upon  poor  Benzil,  who  has  raised 
one  hundred  and  Eighty  two  men,  of  which  fifty  are  refused,  and 
he  cant  get  the  three  pounds  ster*  p'  man  for  the  remainder,  and 
their  subsistence,  till  ^hey  Joynd  the  regime  I  must  therefore  beg 
your  directions  upon  that  head. 

Cap*  Orme  will  go  from  hence  to  New  York,  &  proposes  to  take 
his  Passage  from  thence  or  from  Boston,  as  an  opportunity  may 
offer,  and  he  will  Expect  to  hear  from  you  while  he  stays  at  New 
York. 

Indorsed — 
Df*  to  Gen^  Shirley.    Sep''  5**,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Dunbar,  1755. 

Philad-,  Sep'  6*^  1755. 
Sir: 

Gen*  Braddock,  by  letter  to  me  of  y'  9**  of  June  last,  desired  I 
would  employ  some  proper  person  to  raise  recruits. for  yours  and  the 
Late  Sir  Peter  Halkets  regim**,  that  they  might  be  completed  agrea- 
ble  to  his  Majestys  orders,  and  empowered  me  to  give  three  pounds 
Sterling  p'  man  to  the  person  I  should  Employ,  &  to  offer  the  men 
the  Eangs  pay  from  the  time  of  their  Inlistment,  and  Cloaths  & 
Arms  when  they  Joynd  the  regiment.  In  pursuance  of  these  di- 
rections I  employed  M^  Adolph  Benzil,  a  gentleman  of  family,  and 
one  that  had  seen  service,  who  raised  upward  of  one  hundred  and 
Eighty  meU;  out  of  which  your  officers  have  taken  one  hundred  & 
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thirty  seven.  M'.  Benzill  Expects  to  be  paid  by  me  according  to 
the  Promises  I  made  him,  and  has  given  me  in  the  Enclosed  ac- 
count, amounting  to  five  hundred  and  thirty  seven  pounds  three 
Shillings  and  Sixpence  Sterling,  \fbich  I  must  desire  you  will  Enable 
me  to  discharge. . 

Indorted. 
Df«  to  Coll»  Dunbar.    Sof  6*,  1765. 


Captain  John  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  oblig'd  to  Yon  for  yo^  two  letters  dated  Slst  &  24th 
Aug*,  &  for  the  hint  you  have  given  my  f&ther  concerning  my 
being  sent  home  w^  his  Dispatches.  My  father  is  now  in  Confer- 
ence w***  the  Indians,  ft  haa  given  me  your  three  last  Letters  to 
answer  for  him,  w^  I  am  sorry  for,  as  I  can't  w^  Propriety  answer 
that  part  of  y  last  w^  relates  to  me ;  but  ho  has  that  high  Opinion 
of  your  Judgment,  that  I  look  upon  myself  now^  as  sure  as  if  I  had 
his  Promise  of  it :  however,  I  sh'  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  what  - 
he  would  have  said  to  Ton  upon  it.  I  have  put  into  his  Letter  all 
the  News  concerning  ourselves  w'^  I  tho't  was  proper  for  him  to 
mention :  You  therein  see  how  difficult  a  Navigation  it  is  from  Sche- 
nectady hither.  Col.  Mercer  was  26  days  coming  here  &  some  of 
the  9  Pounders  are  still  upon  a  Rift  a  Mile  from  hence,  where  they 
bilg'd  the  Battoes.  The  French  have  found  means  to  alter  the 
Indians  vastly ;  they  were  much  our  friends  before,  but  they  are 
now  so  troublesome,  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  live  in  the  same  pUce. 
We  are  fortifying  a  Hill  I  mention'd  to  You  in  my  last,  ft  shall 
build  Barracks  there  &  on  this  side  as  fest  as  possible ;  but  what 
few  Carpenters  we  had  are  going  away,  frighten'd  at  a  flux  w^^  carrys 
off  some  of  our  People  &  has  fallen  heaviest  upon  them.  We  are 
not  more  than  ab^  1500  Men  fit  for  Duty ;  but  that,  I  am  pretty 
sure,  if  we  can  go  in  time  in  our  Sloop,  Schooner,  Row  Gullies  & 
Whaleboats,  will  be  sufficient  to  take  Frontenac,  after  w*^  we  may 
venture  to  go  upon  the  Attack  of  Niagara,  but  not  before ;  for  we 
have  certain  Intelligence  that  they  have  a  Number  of  Troops,  per- 
haps 600  there,  ft  two  Vessells  as  large  as  our  Sloop  &  Schooner, 
•  w*"*  would  w**  great  Ease  make  themselves  Masters  of  this  Place  while 
we  were  gone  to  Nia^ra^  ft  most  effectually  prevent  our  getting  back. 
Wo  have  as  good  Intelligence  as  it  is  possible  to  have  from  both 
Places,  ft  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  w^  myself  of  knocking  down 
both  these  Places  yet  this  fall,  if  we  can  get  away  in  a  Week  :  as  for 
garrisoning  either,  I  fear  it  is  impracticable  if  we  had  Provisions. 
We  have  already,  cold^  rough  Weather,  ft  are  told  it  is  usual  here 
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at  this  seaflon;  but  if  we  take  or  destroy  their  two  Yesflellfl  at  Fron- 
teoac  &  ruJQ  their  Harbour  there  &  destroy  the  two  forts  of  that  He 
Niagara,  I  shall  think  we  have  done  great  things ;  w"^  together  w^ 
the  making  this  Place  defensible,  w«^  it  was  not  before  ag*  a  very 
ipnall  force,  will  lay  a  good  foundation  for  a  glorious  Campa"  next 
Year,  when  we  must  take  Care  to  be  early  enough.  As  to  floating 
Batteries  if  You  was  to  see  what  a  rough  piece  of  Water  this  Lake 
is  w'**  a  common  Breeze,  You  would  soon  be  convino'd  there  is  bo 
possibility  of  having  'em  unless  You  were  to  build  'em  under  the 
Walls  of  Niagara,  or  in  the  Harbour  of  Frontenao.  I  should  have 
mentioned  before  that  it  will  be  tho't  necessary  to  leave  at  least  200 
of  our  1500  Men  here*,  who  may  go  on  w**  the  Works  on  the  Hill 
&  the  Barracks  on  this  Side. 

The  Conference  is  just  ended  &  the  Indians  have  declared  in  a 
seeming  hearty  Manner,  that  they  will  be  true  to  him,  my  ^ther,  & 
follow  him  where  ever  he  goes.  They  are  certainly  a  most  necep- 
sary  and  useful  set  of  People  to  have  w^  us,  but  then  they  are  by 
far  ye  most  troublesome  in  the  World.  You  can't  conceive  the 
Difficnlties  we  have  had  to  struggle  w*^  in  getting  up  here,  &  here  I 
must  acknowledge  the  Services  of  the  Albany  People,  who  have 
given  us  all  the  Assistanca  in  their  Power,  notwithstanding  their 
former  bad  Character,  &  I  esteem  a  Comp^  of  abo^  80  of  their  young 
Men  w^  we  have  w^  us,  to  be  by  much  the  best  Company  we  have. 
Indeed  the  Battoe-Men  have  deserted  us,  but  a  whole  County  is  not 
answerable  for  the  faults  of  their  lowest  Set  of  Men,  tho'  most  of 
ye  English  Officers  blame  Albany  without  Distinction  for  the  faults 
of  these  People.*  *  *  *  ♦  Nobody  holds  it  out  better  than 
my  father  &  myself.  We  shall  all  of  us  relish  a  good  House  over 
our  heads,  being  all  inoampt  except  the  General  &  some  few  field 
Officers,  who  have  what  are  call'd  at  Oswego,  houses,  but  they  would  > 
in  other  Countries  be  call'd  only  Sheds,  except  the  fort  where  my 
father  is.  Adieu,  Dear  Sir,  I  hope  my  next  will  be  directed  from 
Frontenao. 

I  am  ever  w*^  a  most  sincere  Regard, 

Yours  most  Affectionately, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 

Oswego,  10  o'clock  at  Night, 
in  a  Wet  Tent,  Sep'.  8th,  1755. 

P.  S.  We  sent  out  two  Indians  w***  two  of  our  Albany  Men  eight 
days  ago,  who  were  within  less  than  half  a  Mile  of  the  fort  at  Fron- 
tenao, &  opposite  to  ye  Harbour,  where  they  stay'd  half  an  hour 
just  at  noon,  when  the  French  were  suppos'd  to  be  all  at  Dinner^ 
as  they  did  not  see  a  Person  stirr  cither  in  the  Camp  or  fort :  They 
saw  the  two  Ycssclls  very  plain  &  say  they  are  about  as  large  as  our 
two  large  ones,  one  of  'em  quite  new  &  unrigg'd.    As  to  the  Situa- 

*  A  paragraph  entirely  personal,  is  here  omitted. 
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atian  of  the  fort,  if  they  are  not  mach  mistaken  in  the  Description 
they  give  of  the  Ground  round  abo*  it,  it  is  such  that  I  think  it  must 
be  an  easy  Conquest  Sept'  9th.  Two  of  our  Indians  have  just  re- 
turned from  Niagara,  where  they  have  been  scouting  &  treating  w^ 
the  Otawawa  Indians  who  were  returning  discontented  from  the  Ohio, 
from  whose  Acco^  we  have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  that  they 
will  stand  neuter,  in  Case  we  attack  Niagara.  God  send  us  Success 
that  we  may  get  in  Time  from  Frontnac,  to  go  to  the  other  Place 
where  we  shall  have  little  to  d6,  &  I  verily  believe  fix  those  Indians 
who  have  so  lately  acted  ag*  us  firmly  in  our  Interest.  We  have 
likewise  sent  Belts  &  Presents  to  the  far  Nations. 

Ten  o'clock  at  Night,  Sept'.  11th. 

We  have  just  reciev'd  fresh  Intelligence  from  Frontenac,  by  w*^* 
it  appears  that  the  French  have  abo^  1200  Men  there,  &  they  told  y* 
Indian  who  brings  the  Aoc**  that  they  were  coming  here.  I  suppose 
they  wait  for  us  to  go  to  Niagara  first  Our  Battoemen  desert  us  in 
large  Numbers,  as  do  the  Soldiers  who  arc  dissatisfy'd  at  our  being 
obliged  to  allow  'em  no  more  than  half  a  pound  of  bread  &  no  Rum. 
We  lost  21  of  the  latter  last  Night,  15  of  'em  are  SehuylerV  Had 
we  but  Provisions  we  might,  I  am  satisfy'd,  wi^^  our  fleet  &  Train, 
save  the  French  the  Trouble  of  coming  hither,  &  give  Yon  a  good 
Aoco*  of  Frontenao  fort  &  their  two  Vessells.  Our  last  large  Vessell 
sails  very  well,  the  Schooner  as  ill,  we  must  alter  her  to  a  Sloop. 
We  are  told  we  shall  have  Battoes  w^^  Provisions  enough  in  eight 
days,  but  if  they  continue  to  leave  their  Battoes  after  they  have 
bro't  'em  half  way,  w*''  15  of  'em  have  done,  I  don't  see  that  we 
ought  to  depend  upon  them,  tho'  we  know  they  are  sett  out.  We 
have  now  only  8  days  Bread,  Pork  &  Beef  enough,  but  no  Rum  or 
f  ease;  &  what  makes  this  y*  more  provoking  is,  that  these  Provi- 
sions have  been  ready  for  us  in  Abundance  these  two  Months  at 
least  Adieu,  D'  Sir,  excuse  Blots  &  Blunders ;  I  hope  my  next 
Epistle  will  give  You  a  better  Acco*  of  us.  I  am  glad  Gov.  Hardy 
is  arriv'd.  Observe  a  Letter  in  y«  N.  York  Paper  of  Sep'  Ist.  I 
think  I  can  see  Banyar's  Stile  in  it  Einner,  Schuyler,  Col.  Ellison, 
&  Mercer,  &c.,  &c.,  desire  to  be  remember'd  to  You. 
I  am  Your  most  Affectionate 
faithfull  Hum.  Serv*, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 

As  to  the  Number  at  Frontenac,  we  judge  of  it  in  this  Manner : 
the  Indian  says  they  have  two  Camps,  one  y*>  Size  of  our  Regiment, 
the  other  as  large  as  Schuyler's,  so  that  1200  is.  a  moderate  Compu- 
tation ;  they  told  him  they  expected  more. 

You  have  by  this  time  rec*  S'  F.  Robinson's  Circular  Letter, 
dated  ^  .  Are  they  affraid  that  the  Assemblies  sho'd  exert 
themselves  beyond  their  Abilities  in  defence  of  their  Country  f 
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They  have  a  Knack  at  hitting  off  things  in  this  Age  on  y  other 
Side  the  Water. 

The  13th.    We  jast  got  a  Beinforoem*  of  20  Seneca  Indians^  & 
expect  more.    No  bread  or  Bum  yet  come. 

Morris,  My  Love  to  yon,  Dl  write  to  you  Soon.    Picket  Guard 
to-Night. 

J.  L.  MOREIS. 

iiuforaof.— Cap*.  Shirley. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Hardt,  1755. 

Sept.  8th,  1755. 
Sir, 

^  I  heartily  Congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival*  to  your  govem- 
ment,  where  I  hope  your  Endeavours  to  promote  the  public  Service 
will  be  attended  with  Success,  and  that  you  may  in  the  Course  of 
jour  Administration  meet  with  every  thing  that  is  agreeable  to 
yourself.  An  unhappy  difiference  that  subsists  between  me  and  tho 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  hinders  me  from  taking  the  part  in 
the  publick  measures  that  my  inclinations  would  lead  me  to,  and  I 
have  no  hopes  of  its  coming  to  a  short  Period. 

If  I  can  promote  the  King's  Service  Committed  to  your  Charge, 
or  be  any  way  usefuU  to  You,  I  shall  be  glad  of  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  it.  and  am, 

D'  Sir. 

Indorsed, — Draft  to  Gov'.  Hardy. 


Gen.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Camp  at  Oswego,  Sept'.  9th,  1755. 
Sir: 

As  it  may  be  acceptable  to  your  Honour  to  know  the  Situation  of 
the  Service  which  is  under  my  immediate  Care,  I  transmit  you  the 
following  Acc^  of  it : 

The  l^t  Division  of  the  Forces  under  my  Command  were  twenty- 
six  Days  upon  their  March  from  Schenectady  to  this  Place,  where 
they  did  not  arrive  mitill  the  2'  Instant.  The  troops  are  so  much 
redttc'd  by  Desertion  and  Sickness,  and  Absence  of  Detachments 
npon  Parties  &  Command,  that  by  a  Field  Return  which  I  ordered 
to  be  taken  yesterday,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  Men  in  the 
three  Regiments  and  Independent  Company  fit  for  Duty  upon  the 

♦  See  Gov'r  Hardy's  letter,  p.  899. 
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Spot  don't  amoant  to  1400,  out  of  which  we  are  obliged  to  keep  100 
at  Work  upon  a  New  Fort,  and  if  the  Body  of  the  Forces  moves 
from  this  Place,  mnst  leave  300  at  least  for  the  Defence  of  it;  so 
jbhat  not  1000  Men  will  remain  for  other  Service;  and  of  these  60 
most  be  emplo/d  as  Matrosses,  &  a  Number  as  Pioneers :  To  thb  I 
am  to  add;  that  we  have  soffer'd  greatly  by  Desertion  of  Battoemen; 
after  being  impressed  &  even  proceeding  part  of  the  Way  with  as, 
by  which  means  we  are  in  Want  of  Provisions  for  any  Service  that 
will  require  ten  Days  in  the  Execution. 

However;  if  I  am  not  disappointed  of  Supplies  of  Provisions 
which  I  hourly  expect ;  I  am  enoonrag'd  upon  the  Intelligence  I 
have  gain'd  since  my  Arrival  here,  that  with  our  Naval  Force,  &  the 
Assistance  of  the  Indians  whom  I  have  pick'd  up  in  my  Passage 
thro'  the  Country  of  the  five  Nations;  and  the  Albany  Men  whom  I 
hir'd  to  go  with  me  as  a  Scouting  Party  of  QuardS;  (both  w^  may 
amount  to  140  Men)  I  say  I  am  encouraged;  Sir,  to  hope  that  wo 
may  proceed  upon  Action  in  a  very  few  DayS;  &  that  a  foundation 
will  be  lay'd  this  Tear  for  such  a  Campaigne  the  next,  as  I  flatter 
myself  (provided  the  Colonies  shall  then  exert  a  proper  Spirit)  may 
secure  all  points  in  dispute  between  us  &  the  French. 

As  a  Meeting  of  Commissioners  from  all  the  Colonies  as  far 
Westward  as  Virginia;  inclusive;  with  me  to  be  appointed  by  Acts 
of  Assembly,  in  the  Month  of  October  or  November,  in  order  to 
consult  upon  the  most  proper  Measnres  to  be  taken  for  the  general 
Interest  of  the  common  Cause  the  next  Spring  may  have  a  good 
Effect  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  I  mention  it  to  your  Honour  for 
your  Consideration;  &  shall  do  the  same  to  the  other  Oovemm^*  in 
a  Circular  Letter.  If  such  a  Convention  shall  be  thought  advisable; 
I  would  propose  New  York  for  the  Place  of  meeting;  and  the  15th 
-of  November  the  time  for  it;  as  I  shall  be  there  in  my  Return  to 
Boston,  where  I  must  be  present  early  in  December. 

As  I  think  a  very  early  Campaigne  the  next  Year  necessary,  I 
have  sent  Orders  to  Col.  Dunbar,  the  Commandiug  Officer  of  his 
Majesty's  two  British  Kegim**  &  two  Independent  Companies  of 
New  York;  to  march  those  Troops  directly  to  Albany,  where  I  de- 
sign their  Winter  Quarters  shall  bC;  and  to  leave  at  this  Place  as 
many  of  the  Troops  now  with  me  as  can  be  supported  here  during 
the  Winter;  that  tbey  may  be  assembled  ready  to  act  cither  sepa- 
rately or  in  conjunction  with  such  Provincial  Troops  as  the  Colonies 
shall  think  fit  to  raise  ag**  the  French  Settlem**,  either  upon  the 
Lakes  &  Ohio,  w*^  last  place  is  very  accessible  thro'  that  Beute;  or 
ag^  any  part  of  Canada;  as  his  Majesty's  Service  &  the  general 
Interest  of  the  Colonies  may  most  require. 

The  first  thought  of  having  a  Meeting  with  Commissioners  from 
the  Colonies  was  suggested  to  me  by  the  Inelos'd  Extract. 

As  Col.  Dunbar's  &  the  late  Sir  Peter  Halket's  Begim^  have 
been  greatly  reduc'd  by  the  Defeat  of  the  late  Major  Gen*.  Brad- 
dock;  in  their  March  to  the  Ohio^  for  the  Protection  &  Service 
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of  the  several  Golooies  of  Pensilvania,  Marjland,  aad  Yirgioia  in 
particular;  &  his  Majesty's  Service  &  their  further  protection  re- 
quire that  those  Regim**  should  be  compleated  to  1000  Men  each 
by  the  beginniDg  of  the  Spring.  I  can't  but  hope  that  the  three 
before  mentioned  Gov**  will  readily  make  Grants  for  supplying  Col. 
Dunbar  &  L*.  Col.  Gage'w**  levy  Money  for  that  Purpose;  &  that 
your  Hon'  will  be  pleas'd  to  recommend  it  in  the  Strongest  Terms 
to  the  Assembly  within  your  own  Gov*.  I  have  wrote  to  Gov'. 
Dinwiddle  &  Gov'.  Sharpe  to  the  same  E£fcct. 

I  am  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  Humble, 
and  most  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon***  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. — Gen*.  Shirley. 


Conference  with  Indians  at  Lake  George,  1765. 

Lake  George,  11  Sep',  1755,  A.  M. 

Present : 

General  Johnson, 

Major  General  Lyman, 

Col.  Ruggles, 

Cap*.  Eyre, 

Cap*.  Peter  Wraxall,  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs,  Indian  Officers,  & 

William  Printup,  Interpreter. 

Aguiotta,  an  Oneida  Sachem,  Speaker. 
Brother  Wariaghejage,  sole  Superintendant,  &o. 

When  you  called  us  to  the  late  General  Meeting  at  your  House, 
You  reminded  us  of  the  many  Barbarities  which  the  French  had 
shewn  to  our  several  Nations,  and  told  us  of  the  Encroachments 
which  the  French  had  made  upon  our  Hunting  Lands,  to  the  South- 
ward, and  particularly  this  way. 

At  the  same  time  it  pleased  our  ffather  the  King,  and  you  our 
Brother,  to  call  on  us  to  goin  you,  and  exert  ourselves  in  revenging 
the  Injuries  we  have  received,  and  to  relieve  our  Lands,  to  all  which 
weae 


Brother, 

After  you  had  made  this  Speech  to  us,  there  were  none  of  the 
Confederate  Nations  who  spoke  at  once  and  openly,  that  they  would 
a^ist  you  with  as  many  as  they  coyld  spare,  but  the  Oneida  Nation 
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and  I  call  npon  the  other  Nations  now  present,  whether  this  ia  not 
the  troth. 

Brother, 

Now  since  yon  desired  us  to  assist  jon  here,  wo  came,  &  notwith- 
standing the  prond  Speeches  of  our  Enemy's,  we  have  lifted  our 
hands  and  destroyed  them. 

Brother, 

You  hang  your  War  Kettle  over  at  the  late  Meeting,  with  7  heads 
in  it.  And  now  Brother,  it  seems  that  you  had  such  a  great  Fiie 
under  it,  that  it  made  the  Water  hoil  over  and  destroyed  our  Eine- 
mies,  and  how  will  it  he  when  we  come  to  overset  the  whole  Kettle 
upon  them. 

Brother, 

Now  we  have  thus  far  complied  with  your  Call  upon  us,  We  are 
all  of  us  determined  to  return  to  our  several  homes  and  Families  for 
the  present,  and  so  we  bid  you  &rewell. 

Hereupon  General  Johnson  retired  to  his  Tent  with  the  following 
Officers,  who  agreed  upon  a  Reply  as  follows : 

.  Major  Gen^  Lyman, 

Col.  Buggies, 

Lieut.  Col.  Whithig, 

Major  Fitch, 

Capt  Eyre, 

Sec'y  for  Indian  Affiurs. 

Brethren, 

Gave  2  p'  Strouds  to  Cover  their  Graves. 
%  I  am  sorry  for  the  loss  you  have  sustained  on  your  side,  as  well 
as  for  that  on  our  own.  We  have  great  reason  to  thank  God  for  the 
Success  we  have  met  with,  and  our  Losses  ought  rather  to  warm  our 
Hearts  to  prosecute  the  present  Undertaking,  than  produce  any 
Coolness ;  this  both  Bravery  and  Prudence  call  on  us  to  do. 

Brethren, 

Ton  have  repeated  some  of  the  things  which  past  at  our  late  Meet- 
ing, I  remember  the  whole  very  well,  and  the  Engagements  entered 
into  on  both  sides,  and  am  sorry  to  see  tbey  are  not  fullfilled  on 
jours. 

Brethren, 

We  are  not  yet  got  half  way;  We  have  had  in  one  day  three  En- 
gagements  with  the  Enemy.  We  drove  them  away  and  made  a 
great  Slaughter  of  them.     Whatever  are  your  reasons  for  leaving 
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08  in  lUs  MtaofttiQD.  I  srast  think,  and  all  the  Worid  will  be  I  be- 
lieye  of  the  same  opinioD,  that  it  is  not  agreeable  to  jour  Promiaes, 
nor  adTantageoaa  to  jour  Charaoters.  However,  I  shall  lay  no  re- 
strain upon  jon.  We  are  determined  to  pursue  our  first  design,  to 
look  our  Enemies  in  the  Faoe^  and  with  Ood's  blessing,  to  seoure 
the  safety  of  our  Country,  and  endeayour  to  obtain  that  honour 
which  you  by  thus  abandoning  us,  will  have  no  share  in* 

I  expect  and  desire  by  this  Belt  that  you  fulfill  your  Engage- 
ments.   (Oave  a  Belt.) 

Before  General  Johnson  made  the  above  Reply,  the  Baeheme 
came  into  his  Tent,  and  returned  him  the  Belt  of  Wampum  he  had 
given  to  go  with  the  second  Embassy  to  the  Coghnawagaes;  and 
said: 

Brother, 

Here  is  your  Belt  of  Wampum,  the  Coghnawagaes  have  joined 
the  French  and  acted  as  Enemies,  we  desire  they  may  never  more 
be  permitted  to  Trade  either  at  Albany  or  Skenactady. 

Two  Chief  Sachems  of  the  Mohawks,  also  told  the  Greneral  noj^  to 
be  displeased,  that  the  Indians  were  returning  home,  it  was  unavoid- 
able in  their  CiroumstanoeSi  but  he  should  soon  see  them  i^aiu,  and 
fresh  People  with  them. 

Lake  Qjorge,  12**  Sep',  1755. 

Present : 

General  Johnson, 

Peter  Wrazall,  Seo'y  for  Indian  Affairs, 

William  Printup;  Interpreter, 

Sachems  of  the  lower  Mohawk  Castle  &  Oneida. 

Brother, 

We  beared  your  Reply  of  Yesterday,  &  we  assure  you  our  going 
home  is  not  owing  any  Coldness  of  Heart,  or  the  least  dread  of  our 
Enemy,  it  is  our  constant  Custom  after  an  Engagement  in  which  we 
have  any  Loss,  to  return  home  for  a  little  while,  and  Chear  our 
People,  and  then  return  with  fresh  Vigour  and  attack  our  Enemies, 
&  you  may  be.assured  Brother  this  is  our  present  Intention. 

We  must  intreat  of  you-  and  earnestly  beg,  that  the  Coghnawa- 
gaes may  never  be  again  permitted  to  come  and  Trade  at  Albany  or 
UswMroy  or  looked  upon  as  our  Friends,  they  have  behaved  treach- 
eroofl^y  and  we  are  determined  no  longer  to  look  on  them  as  our 
Brethren.  Our  Indignation  does,  and  will  daily  increase  against 
them.  We  hope  you  may  not  make  a  sudden  Peace  with  the  French, 
as  was  done  last  War,  and  leave  us  in  the  Lurch  and  disappointed 
of  ventiflig  our  resentments  upoQ  our  Enemies. 
VoL.n.—18 
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We  hope  yoa  will  stand  lo  joor  Engagements^  and  peiaeTere  in 
your  designs. 

Qaye  a  lai^^  Belt 

A  trne  Copy  from  the  Original  Minnies') 
Exam«  by  me,  Peter  WrazaU,  Seo'y  [• 
for  Indiflji  Affairs.  ) 

Indoned. 

Copy  Conference  with  the  Ii^ians  at  Lake  George^  Sep"*  11th, 
1755.  ^ 


Col,  Dukbab  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Philada,8ep'12*  1755. 

Sir: 

As  yon  informed  me  you  had  at  the  request  of  Gen'  Braddook, 
Provided  a  number  of  Beeves  and  other  Provisions  for  the  use  of 
the  troops  then  under  his  Command,  and  M'.  Leake,  the  Comessary 
of  the  stores,  having  represented  to  me  that  he  has  no  Cattle  fit  to 
kiU  now  remaining  of  those  he  brought  with  him  to  this  place,  I 
must  therefore  desire  yoB  will  order  one  hundred  &  seven  of  those 
Beeves  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Leak,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  now 
under  my  Command,  who  thinks  that  Number  will  be  Sufficient  for 
the  present^  and  will  paas  his  receipt  for  them. 

THO.  DUNBAR. 
To  the  Hon*** 

Gov.  Morris. 

Indor$edf 
Col.  Dunbar,  Sep'  12th,  1755. 


CoL.  Dunbar  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Philad*,  Sep'  the  12%  1755. 

Sir— 

The  Cattle  M'.  Leak  has,  he  tells  me  are  so  low  in  fleriL  by  tra* 
yelling,  that  they  are  not  fitt  to  be  Issued  to  the  Troops,  and  those 
you  had  bought  by  General  Braddook's  desire,  are  in  good  order,  he 
thinks  it  for  ye  good  of  the  Troops  and  better  management^  to  kill 
of  those  under  your  direction  for  present  use ;  if  you  pleas  to  order 
them  to  be  delivered  him,  he  wiU  give  yon  his  rece^,  as  he  is  ap- 
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pointed  by  His  Majesty  Comissanr  of  Stores  and  Provisions. '  I  im- 
agin  his  rece*  will  be  proper  and  Bafficient.    I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  humble  and  most 

Obedient,  Servant, 

THO.  DUNBAB. 
Gov'r  Morris. 

Indorted,— Col  Dunbar.     Sep.  12th,  1755. 


.      Jambs  Sxeybnson  to  Richard  Fbtbrs,  1755. 

Sir: 

After  I  sent  away  mine  of  the  18th,  I  heard  that  Mr.  Claus  was 
come  to  Town.  He  delivered  the  Inclosed  to  me  Yesterday,  which 
I  suppose  will  give  you  a  particular  Acco*'  of  the  late  Engagement. 
As  he  is  busy  with  the  Indians  that  are  come  from  the  Gamp,  and  I 
believe  going  to  Ganagohare  w^  them,  I  have  heard  nothing  further 
from  him  than  I  wrote  to  you. 

Divine  Providence  has  been  propitious  to  our  Army.  Sundry 
little  Incidents  happened  which  gave  time  to  our  Army  to  gett  in 
Readiness;  by  all  Acco"»  they  were  very  unprepared;  Their  Gannon 
all  Pointed  toward  the  lake,  no  kind  of  an*£ntrencbment  made,  But 
what  trees  they  cutt  down  and  laid  Loggs  upon  one  another,  while 
they  heard  the  party  retreating,  and  they  had  not  time  to  surround 
the  whole  even  in  that  slight  Manner.  A  Oentleman  told  me  this 
morning  that  when  the  French  Grenadiers  maroh'd  up  so  boldly,  he 
expected  no  less  than  they  would  enter  the  Gamp.  The  French 
General  still  complains  that  the  Ganadians  &  Indians  deserted  him, 
nay,  he  says  betrayed  him;  But  had  they  taken  their  first  Rout 
directly  to  the  Gamp,  in  all  prooability  our  People  would  have  been 
taken  on  a  Surprize.  It  is  very  Unacountable  they  should  continue 
Unintrenched  a  fortnight  in  an  Enemy's  Gountry. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant. 

JA.  STEVENSON. 

P.  8.^1  hope  you  will  keep  those  hints  till  you  hear  further- 
Success  covers  all  Mistakes. 

Directed.— To  Richard  Peters,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, — James  Stephenson,  Sept.  15, 1755.  Reo'd  ye  20  Sept. 
by  the  Post. 

Rec'd  18th  Sept.  1755,  and  forwarded  by  S'  y'  most  humble  8erv*», 

LiYiNGSZGN  &  Alexander. 
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Lt.  Gov.  Phips  to  Gov,  Morris,  1755. 

Boston,  15  Sep.  1755. 
Sir: 

I  should  haye  transmitted  to  jou  the  inclosed  Vote  bf  the  Assem- 
bly of  this  Provinoe  soon  after  it  passed,  if  I  had  not  been  informed 
that  in  your  Government  there  was  no  restraint  laid  upon  any  Ves- 
sels exporting  provisions,  provided  the  master  would  Swear  they 
were  not  intended  to  supply  the  French.  I  have  since  been  informed 
that  a  number  of  Vessels,  bound  to  this  Provinoe  are  stopped  at 
Philadelphia.  I  must  intreat  your  Honour  that  the  restraint  may 
be  taken  off,  &  that  any  Vessels  bound  hither  may  be  suffered  to 
sail  upon  giving  security  to  land  their  provisions  in  this  Provinoe, 
otherwise  not  only  the  Inhabitants  in  general  may  be  put  to  incon- 
venience, but  the  attempts  making  against  the  Enemy,  which  it  is 
the  design  of  the  restraint  to  promote,  may  be  greatly  impeded. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^, 

humble  Servants, 

P.  PHIPS.^ 
The  Hon*»«  Gov  Morris. 

Indorsed, — Lieu*  Gov'  Phips  Inclosing  yo  Vote  of  the  Assembly, 
requesting  the  Embargo  may  be  taken  off. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Dunbar,  1755. 

Philad-,  Sep'  17th,  1755. 
Sir:  ^ 

I  wrote  you  some  time  ago,  with  Mr.  Benzill's  recruiting  accounts, 
for  your  own  &  the  late  S'  Peter  Halket's  regiments,  requesting  you 
would  enable  me  to  discharge  them.  But  he  informs  me  that  some 
difficulties  still  remain ;  that  he  has  received  no  money,  and  that  he 
is  very  much  distressed  for  want  of  it ;  and  as  He  was  employed  by 
me,  he  Expects  that  I  will  Comply  with  the  promises  I  made  him 
upon  the  occasion,  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do.  My  Ignorance 
of  military  matters  is  such,  that  I  am  uncertain  whether  an  applica* 
Hon  to  you  upon  this  head  was  proper  or  not,  and  if  I  have  been 
mistaken,  you  will  Excuse  me.  1  Have  the  King's  orders,  Signii&ed 
by  ye  Secretary  of  State,  for  raising  men  for  the  two  British  regi- 
ments, and  Gen^  Braddock's  directions  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  I 
should  raise  them,  and  being  thus  warranted,  I  cannot  doubt  bat 

♦  See  Colon.  Boo.  Vol.  VL  p.  616. 
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tbe  Eirpenoefl  attending  that  aervioe  will  be  pnnctaally  paid  by  the 
Government.  But  as  the  Gen^  to  whom  his  Majesty  directed  me  to 
apply  for  money  for  that  service  is  dead,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  draw 
bills  upon  tbe  treasury  for  the  money  I  have  Bxpended,  in  pursuance 
of  the  King's  general  orders  and  Mr.  Braddock's  particular  request, 
unless  you  think  it  proper  to  supply  tbe  money  I  have  advanced 
upon  this  occasion;  and  in  case  you  do  not,  I  must  desire  your  cer- 
tificate as  to  the  number  of  men  You  have  received  from  Mr  Benzil, 
which  I  shall  remit  to  the  treasury,  with  ooppj^  of  the  Gen^  letters 
to  me  as  Vouchers  for  my  Draughts. 

iwc/(wW.— Dfk.  to  Col*  Dunbar. 


MiKUTES  OF  A  Council  op  War  at  Oswego,  1755. 

At  a  Council  of  Warr,  held  at  the  Camp  at  Oswego^  on  Lake  On- 
tario, SeptemberlS**,  1755. 

His  Excellency  WILLIAM  SHIRLEY,  Esq'.,  Major  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  Ame^ 
rica. 

Lieut.  Col   Ellison, 
XiETjT.  Col.  Mercer, 
Major  Littlehales, 
Major  Brabstreet,  Adjutant  General. 
Col.  Schuyler, 
Capt'n  Pattin, 
Caft'n  Barford, 

Capt'n  Broadlet,.  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Yes* 
sells  on  Lake  Ontario. 

William  Alexander,  Secretary,  who  was  duly  sworn  to  the  fiuth* 
full  Execution  of  his  Office. 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Council,  that  through  the  great 
Desertion  of  Battoe-men,  and  Scarcity  of  Wagsons  on  the  Mo- 
bawk'a  River,  and  the  Desertion  of  Slaymen  on  the  Great  Carry« 
lag  Place  at  Oneida,  the  briuging  up  of  Provisions  and  other  Stores 
to  this  Pkce  had  been  so  much  retarded,  that  tiiere  has  not  beeUi 
at  any  time  since  his  Axriyal,  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  dry  Provisions 
here  to  enable  him  to  proceed  upon  the  Expedition  nnder  his  Com- 
mand }  That  now  as  a  Number  c^  Battoes  is  hourly  Expected,  with 
a  great  Quantity  of  the  Species  of  Provisions  wanted,  he  has  oon- 
ven'd  them  in  Council,  to  let  them  know  his  Intention  of  going  im- 
mediately upon  Action,  and  to  ask  their  Opinions  and  Advice  on 
aeveral  points  relative  to  the  Service,  and  in  Order  thereto,  should 
inform  them  of  the  Intelligence;  he  had  procur'd  of  the  Situation 
and  S^ngth  of  the  Eftemy. 
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Hifl  Exeellenoy  then  acqnaintecl  tho  ConiMil,  tbat  before  be  left 
the  Great  CarryiDg  Place  at  Oneida,  he  emploj'd  two  trusty  intel- 
ligent Indians,  and  two  Albany  Traders  to  go  to  Niagara,  &  bring 
him  from  thenoe  an  Account  of  the  Strength  &  Designs  of  the 
French ;  That  they  retnm'd  about  fourteen  Days  ago,  with  the  fol- 
lowing Acoonnt,  viz*.,  the  Indians,  who  went  into  the  French  Fort, 
and  eontinn'd  two  Days  there,  report  that  their  Works,  w**  consist* 
ed  part  of  Stone,  but  chiefly  of  Logs,  are  yery  weak  and  in  ruinous 
Oonditionj  That  their  Garrison  then  consisted  of  about  sixty 
French,  and  that  they  had  upwards  of  an  hundred  Indians  about 
the  Fort  (chiefly  Piarondacks ;)  That  the  French  told  them  they 
had,  for  some  time,  expected  900  Indians  from  Canada,  and  a  large 
Quantity  of  Stores,  &  were  under  some  Concern  least  the  Yessela 
that  were  to  have  brought  them  should  be  taken  by  one  of  the  Eng- 
lish Yessells,  they  having  heard  nothing  of  them  for  some  Weeks  ; 
That  they  had  frequent  Letters  from  Fort  du  Quesne,  and  expected 
every  Day  the  Arrival  of  Troops  and  Indiana  from  thence;  that  thej 
told  them,  they  had  never  been  in  so  sharp  a  Fight  as  the  Engage- 
ment with  the  English,  and  that  thirty  of  their  Party  were  kill'd  in 
it :  The  Indian  Spies  added,  that  the  French  Indians  were  much 
disgusted  at  the  Treatment  they  had  receiv'd  from  the  French  in  the 
Division  of  the  Spoils,  &  at  their  Behaviour  during  the  Action,  & 
were  most  of  them  returning  to  their  Castles  ;  that  they  saw  there 
many  English  Scalps,  &;much  Cloaths  and  Furniture  in  particular^ 
-one  very  rich  Saddle,  all  which,  they  understood,  had  been  taken 
from  the  English  at  Monongahela;  and  that  the  French  had  at  Nia- 
.  gara  seventy  or  eighty  very  large  Battoes,  with  which  they  told 
them  they  intended  to  meet  the  English  Vessels  &  board  tbem, 
which  last  Circumstance,  His  Excellency  observed  to  the  Council, 
was  confirmed  by  another  Indian  who  lately  came  from  Niagara,  and 
upon  meeting  one  of  our  Row  Gallies  upon  the  Lake,  caution'd  Cap- 
tain Ayscougb,  the  Commander  of  it,  against  proceeding  further, 
,  for  that  Reason. 

His  Excellency  also  inform'd  the  Council,  that  one  of  the  Indian 
Spies,  who,  since  .his  leaving  Niagara,  hath  been  w^  the  Outawawa 
Indians,  which  had  assisted  the  French  in  the  Action  at  Mononga- 
hela, told  him,  that  those  Indians  had  declared  their  Readiness  to 
him  to  lay  down  the  Hatchet  ag*^  the  English,  as  were  also  others 
of  the  Western  Indians ;  whereupon.  His  Excellency  hath  sent  two 
.  Indians  and  two  Albany  Traders  to  them  with  Belts  of  Wampum, 
to  invite  them  to  enter  into  an  Alliance  with  the  English,  or  at  least 
into  a  State  of  Neutrality  between  them  and  the  French. 

His.  Excellency  further  acquainted  the  Council,  that  upon  his  Ar- 
rival at  this  Place,  he  sent  a  Party  of  the  Albany  men  &  two  Indiana 
to  Fort  Frontenao,  upon  the  North  East  Edge  of  Lake  Ontario,  to 
procure  Intelligence  of  the  Situation  and  Strength  of  that  Fort,  as 
also  of  what  Number  of  Forces  were  encampM  about  it ;  that  they 
retum'd  about  ten  days  ago  with  the  following  Account,  vix^,  That 
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ibey  IftDdod  npon  an  Island  abont  three  quarters  of  a  Mile  distant 
from  the  Fort,  From  whence  they  had  a  full  View  of  it^  and  of  the 
Land  behind  it,  which  was  cleared  of  Trees,  and  rises  with  a  grad- 
ual Ascent ;  That  the  Fort  stands  a  little  way  np  a  Bay,  at  a  few 
Yards  distance  from  the  Water,  and  appears  to  be  sometbine  bigger 
than  the  Fort  at  Oswego,  &  is  surrounded  w^  a  Stone  Wall;  that 
they  had  likewise  a  distinct  View  of  two  Yesse]ls  of  about  40  Tons 
each,  w*'^  lay  moor'd  in  the  Harboar^near  the  Fort,  and  appear'd  to 
them  to  have  Ouns  mounted,  &  to  be  unrigg'd ;  Also,  that  they  had 
a  distinct  View  of  a  Regular  Encampment  at  the  East  End  of  the 
Fort,  in  which  they  counted  six  large  Marquis  Tents;  and  that  they 
judff'd  from  the  Extent  of  it  that  it  might  contain  three  or  four  hun- 
dred men ;  That  upon  the  Side  of  the  Bay  opposite  the  Fort  there 
is  a  point  of  liand  aoout  half  a  Mile's  distance  from  it :  That  between 
this  Point  and  the  Island,  where  they  landed,  there  is  a  small  Isl- 
and (sidd  to  be  inhabited  by  about  twenty  Indian  Families,)  situated 
within  aboitit  three  quarters  of  a  Mile's  distance  of  the  Fort ;  That 
they  think  there  is  deep  Water  between  these  Islands  and  the  main 
Land,  and  that  on  the  oack  of  the  two  Islands  &  point  of  Land  there 
are  two  others  at  about  a  Mile  &  half  distance,  &  others  adjacent; 
and  upon  being  ask'd  if  they  could  discover  a  Number  of  Battoes 
near  the  Fort,  they  answer'd  they  could  discover  none. 

His  Excellency  also  acquainted  the  Council,  that  an  Indian,  who 
oame  here  soon  after  his  Arrival,  &  who  had  left  Fort  Frontenac  nine 
Days  before,  informM  him  that  when  he  left  it  the  French  had 
about  80  Men  within  the  Fort,  &  600  Soldiers  in  Tents  without  it ; 
That  he  saw  a  great  Number  of  Barrels  of  Powder  within  it,  &  that 
the  Stone  Wall  w«^  surrounds  it  was  about  six  feet  thick,  &  that  it 
was  mounted  with  a  great  many  Guns,  large  &  small ;  That  an 
Onondaga  Indian  now  in  the  Camp,  call'd  Rm  Head,  who  says  he 
left  Fort  Frontenac  about  five  Weeks  ago,  has  informed  his  Ex- 
cellency that  the  Walls  of  Fort  Frontenac  were  built  with  Stone  and 
about  six  feet  thick;  that  the  Fort  is  a  weak  one,  that  it  had  two^ 
Encampments  about  it,  one  of  Canadians,  w^^  is  in  View  of  the  Id-* 
land,  on  w""^  the  said  Party  had  landed,  and  another  of  Kegular 
Troops  from  France,  w<>^  is  in  a  hallow  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Fort,  ft  not  in  View  of  the  Island ;  that  the  French  told  him 
they  .expected  soon  from  Canada  a  much^larger  Number  of  Troops, 
with  an  Officer  they  eall'd  the  General,"  which  were  lately  arri- 
ved from  France,  and  that  the  Commandant  of  the  Fort  told  him 
that  then  they  should  make  the  English  a  Visit  at  Oswego  and 
attack  it 

His  Excellency  further  informed  the  Council,  that  Major  General 
f  ohnson,  in  a  Letter  dated  I"*  September  from  the  Camp  at  the 
Lake,  lately  eall'd  Lake  Saoroment,  now  nam'd  Lake  George,  says, 
that  some  of  the  Indians,  whom  he  had  sent  for  Intelligence  to  Ca- 
nada, ft  were  returned  from  thence,  informed  him  that  the  French 
told  them  there  were  300  CanocB  gone  to  Cadaraqui. 
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That  His  BzoelleDcj^  upon  layiBg  this  Intelligeneey  and  the  Ajo^ 
of  the  Arriyal  of  Troops  from  Franoe  this  Summer  together,  &  opoft 
coDsideriDg  these  Gircamstaaoes  in  particular,  that  all  Interooime 
between  Frontenae  &  Niagara  seems  to  have  been  sospended  for 
some  time,  &  that  the  French  have  laj'd  still  so  long  at  the  former 
of  those  Plaoesi  it  appears  not  improbable  to  him  that  their  Design 
may  be,  in  ease  the  whole  Foroes  here,  or  much  the  greater  part  of 
them  should  be  emplo/d  in  an  Attempt  asainst  Niagara  (which, 
from  its  Bistanoe  of  150  Miles,  and  the  advanc'd  S^»pn  of  the 
yeai^  may  possibly  take  np  thirty  Days,  or  ^perhaps  more  in  the 
Execution)  to  make  a  Descent  in  the  mean  time  upon  Oswego  from 
Fort  Frontenac,  w^  is  computed  at  not  aboye  50  Miles  distance  from 
it :  That  what  makes  this  more  probable  is  the  sreat  Importance  of 
w'^  Oswego  is  to  the  securing  the  back  parts  of  his  Majesty's  West* 
ern  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  and  for  maintuning  the  Dominion 
over  the  Great  Lakes,  &  the  Country  behind  the  Apalacfaian  Moun- 
tains ag*<  the  French,  &  the  present  ezpos'd  State  this  {^lace  would 
be  in,  unless  a  Strong  Garrison  shall  be  left  to  protect  it ;  That  the 
Number  of  Effeciiives  upon  the  Spot  fit  for  immediate  Duty,  in  the 
three  Regiments  &  Independent  Company,  including  Serjeants  k 
Corporals,  amount  to  1876  men;  That  besides  these  Troops  the 
Number  of  Irregulars,  consisting  it  Albany  Men  &  Indians,  which 
attend  the  Army,  amount  to  ab<xit  120  Men. 

His  Excellency  also  informed  the  Council,  that  for  securing  the 
Fort  at  this  Place  ag^  any  Sudden  Attack  from  the  Eminence  w*^ 
commands  it  upon  the  opposite  point  on  the  East  side  of  the  River,  he 
had  Ordered  a  Strong  Wooden  Fort,  surrounded  with  Picketts  &  a 
Ditch,  &  to  be  mounted  with  Cannon,  to  be  built  there  with  all  possible 
Speed,  and  that  the  same  was  begun,  and  the  Ground  on  which  it 
is  to  be  erected  will  be  soon  picketted  in,  &  the  whole  building  fin- 
ished in  about  four  Weeks;  and  that  hr  had  caus'd  a  Sloop  &  a 
Schooner  of  60  Tons  each,  &  two  Row  Oallies  of  20  Tons  each,  all 
equipped  in  a  Warlike  manner,  together  with  eiffht  Whale  Boats, 
*  capable  of  holding  12  or  sixteen  men  each,  to  be  built. 

His  Excellency  then  acquainted  the  Council,  that  he  proposed,  as 
soon  as  a  Sufficient  Quantity  of  Provisions  should  arrive,  to  proceed 
upon  the  intended  Attempt  for  the  Reduction  qf  the  Fronch  Fort 
and  Settlements  at  Niagara,  with  such  a  Number  of  the  Troops  now 
upon  the  Spot,  such  of  the  aforesaid  Yessells  &  Whale  Boats,  &  such 
a  Train  of  Artillery,  as  can  be  spar'd  for  that  Service,  leaving  a 
sufficient  Force  for  the  Protection  of  this  Fort  ag**  any  Sudden  At- 
tack, which  may  probably  be  made  upon  it  by  the  French  from  Fort 
Frontenac  in  his  Absence. 

That  His  Excellency  proposes  to  take  with  him  on  the  aforesaid 
Attempt  600  Regulars,  including  Gunners  &  Matrosses,  besides  the 
Albany  Men  and  Indians,  &  a  !]^ain  of  Artillery,  consisting  of  one 
Gannon  carrying  an  eighteen  pound  Shott,  and  four  twelve  pound- 
ers, one  ten  inch  Mortar,  one  seven  inch  Hoyett,  two  Royals^  &  five 
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nnAlI  Swirel  Hoyets,  witb  the  four  Yessells  before  mdntion'di  ihd 
Whale  Boats,  and  a  suitable  number  of  Battoes;  and  that  then  the 
Foroe  remaining  for  the  Defence  of  this  Place  will  be  about  700 
Bffeotive  men,  two  Cannon  of  twelve  pounders,  four  nine  pounderS; 
ten  six  pounders,  six  three  pounders,  and  eight  Cohoms. 

His  Ezeelleney  then  desired  the  Opinion  &  Advice  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  Council  on  the  following  points,  viz^ 

First.  Whether  they  were  of  Opinion  that  the  Force  proposed 
for  the  intended  Attempt  against  Niagara  was  a  sufficient  one,  or 
what  other  they  judged  to  be  00  ? 

Secondly.  Whether  they  judge  the  Force  proposed  to  be  left 
here,  together  with  the  New  Fort  building  on  the  opposite  point, 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  Defence  of  this  Place  against  any  probable 
Attempt  from  Fort  Frontenac,  during  His  Excellency's  Absence  on 
the  above  Service  f 

Thirdly.  Whether  they  think  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  make  a 
Feint  at  the  same  time  at  Cadaraqui,  oma  Real  attempt  to  bum  the 
French  Yessells  there  ? 

Fourthl  V.  Whether  they  think  it  necessary  to  build  another  Fort 
or  Redoubt  on  the  West  Side  of  this  Fort,  on  the  Rising  Ground, 
which  commands  it  f 

Fifthly.  Whether  it  will  not  be  advisable  for  his  Majesty's  Ser- 
vice, to  prepare  materials  here  this  Winter,  and  build,  as  800^  as 
may  be,  one  or  more  Yessells  of  a  larger  Size  than  the  largest  of 
those  already  built,  and  capable  of  mounting  ten  six  pounders, 
besides  Swivels,  &  also  two  n^^ore  Row  Oalleys,  and  100  more  good 
Whale  Boats  7 

Every  thing  herein  propos'd  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  except 
the  feint  at  Cadaraqui,  w<^  was  not  agreed  to,  I  will  send  the  Min- 
utes of  the  last  Council  when  it  is  wrote  out,  &  the  Plan  talkM  of  so 
long  ago  by  the  Oppoi*'. 

Oct'  !•*,  1755.  J.  S. 

Indoned, 
Copy. — Minutes  of  a  Goundl  of  Warr,  held  at  the  Camp  &t  Os- 
wego. Sep'  18%  1765. 


Extract  from  Major  General  Shirlet's  Letter  to 
Col.  Thomas  Dunbar. 

Dated  from  the  Camp  at  Oswego,  Sep.  19, 1755. 
'^  Upoit  the  Advices  I  have  received  since  my  last  to  you,  ^m 
'^  Oentlemen  of  the  greatest  Zeal  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  as  well 
'^  as  the  best  Judges  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  other  Western  C0I0- 
^'  nies,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Inlisting  of  Apprentices  and  In- 
^  dented  Servants  there,  will  greatly  disserve  his  Interest,  as  well  as 

18* 
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c^be,  in  nosi  Oaaea^  grieroiis  to  the  Subject;  and  wouM  therefore 
^'  reoommend  it  to  joa  in  the  Strongest  Manner  to  avoid  dcHi^  it. 
^<  It  is  what  I  have  obserr'd  most  atrictlj  in  reomiting  for  my  own 
'*  Regiment,  not  only  within  my  own  Goyemment,  but  in  ail  the 
^'  other  ColonioB,  where  my  offieers  have  been  sent  npoa  that  Service^ 
f*  And  I  desire  you  will  order  the  Offieers  of  yonr  own  and  the  late 
*'  Sir  Peter  Ilalket's  Re^ments,  as  also  those  of  the  Independenl 
*'  Companies,  to  do  the  Same  in  their  Beeroitisg/' 
Jndoned, 

Extract  of  Gen.  Shirley's  letter  to  Cd.  'Danbar.     Sep*.  19th, 
1755. 


SjZC'T  J.  POWSTALL  TO  GoV.  MOB&IS,  FOB  S^ATISTICfl, 

1765. 

Whitehall,  Septr  y  19^%  1765. 
Sir, 

•  It  being  of  the  greatest  Importanoe  that  His  Majesty  should  in 
the  present  Situation  of  Affairs,  be  truly  and  exactly  informed  of 
the  real  State  of  Defence  of  all  His  Colonies  in  America,  as  well  in 
relation  to  the  Ordi&noe  and  Stores  of  War  whioh  are  in  each  Colony 
resj^ctivelv,  as  to  the  Forts  and  Fortifications,  and  the  Number  of 
their  Inhabitants;  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Oon^nfisdoners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations,  to  desire  you  will  with  all  possible  Dispatch 
prepare  and  transmit  to  their  Lordships,  to  be  laid  before  His  Ma- 
jesty, an  exact  and  particular  Account  thereof,  with  respect  to  the 
Colony  under  your  Government,  in  which  you  are  to  express  the 
present  actual  State  and  Quantity  of  the  Canon,  small  Arms,  Amu- 
nition  and  other  Ordnance,  and  Military  Stores  belonging  to  the 
said  Colony,  either  in  the  publick  Magazines,  or  in  the  Possession  of 
the  Militia  or  other  private  Persons,  together  with  the  true  State  of 
all  Places  either  already  fortified,  or  which  you  judge  further  neces- 
sary to  be  fortified,  with  your  opinion  at  large,  in  what  manner  His 
Majesty  may  further  contribute  to  the  Security  and  Defence  of  the 
said  Colony,  and  also  as  exact  an  Account  as  you  can  obtain  of  the 
real  Number  of  Inhabitants,  Whites  and  Blacks ;  how  many  of  the 
former  were  able  to  bear  Arms;  of  what  Number  the  Militia  is  com- 
posed, and  how  armed,  mustered  and  trained. 
I  am.         Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  POWNALL. 

Setfy- 
Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

L'  Gov'  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed — John  Pownall.     19  Sept',  1755. 

*  See  Letter  T.  Penn,  p.  420. 
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ThOXAS  PeHN  to  GOVIRNOR  MOBKKL 

Sr, 

Shioe  I  wrote  you  lart,  we  ha^e  teeeived  an  aeeomit  frein  Yirgbia 
that  Getteral  Biraddook  had  faUea  into  an  ambusoade,  and  was  de- 
iMted,  himaelf  and  many  Offioers  killed,  and  six  hnndred  private 
men  killed  and  wonnded,  but  we  have  no  Letters  from  Gd.  Ihinbar. 
or  aoooant  to  what  plaoe  he  is  retired;  this  News  gives  as  grsat  pann 
for  our  back  Inhabitants,  especially  as  it  was  reported  the  Gol.  in« 
tended  to  march  to  Philadelphia  immediately,  for  Winter  Quarters. 
I  am  indeed  under  apprehensions  that  you  and  my  Nephew  may  be 
in  great  danger,  as  you  were  so  fiur  to  the  Westward  as  Shippena* 
burffh,  but  a  few  Days  after  the  Action ;  the  Letters  are  dated  from 
WilVs  Greek,  the  latter  end  of  July,  about  sixteen  Days  after  the 
Action,  when  they  do  not  say  Gol.  Dunbar  was  returned  thither. 

We  are  very  much  pleased  .with  your  Journey  to  Shippensburghi 
and  hope  it  has  prevented  such  a  panniok  seising  the  people,  as  to 
cause  them  to  leave  their  Plantations  in  the  Settled  part  of  the 
Country,  where  a  number  fit  to  make  a  stand  could  be  got  together ; 
I  immediately  sent  an  extract  of  vour  Letter  of  the  8th  of  July,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  ia  well  satisfied  with  your  proceedings. 
The  making  a  Road  will  now  be  deferred,  as  I  suppose  Gol.  Dunbar 
does  not  intend  to  attempt  an  attack,  if  he  should  have  saved  his 
Gannon,  which  we  rather  think  he  left  behind  him.  The  behaviour 
of  our  Assembly  in  refiosing  to  enable  you  to  make  Provision  for  the 
guarding  Oonvoys  to  the  Iload  Gutters,  and  for  the  Security  of  our 
Frontiers,  which  now  becomes  much  more  necessanr  than  you  thought 
it  at  the  time  you  sent  your  Message  to  the  House,  deserves  the 
highest  censure;  and  if  Mr.  Dunbar  is  retired  without  leaving  a 
Guard  at  the  Pass,  or  in  proper  places  for  the  Security  of  our  Fron- 
tiers, you  should  again  press  the  Assembly  to  pass  a  Militia  LaW) 
and  provide  Arms  for  the  defence  of  their  Gountry,  and  if  they  deky 
doing  it,  send  a  Bill  to  them  for  that  purpose,  drawn  in  as  easy  a 
manner  to  the  People  as  you  can  form  it,  without  giving  up  any  part 
of  the  prero^tive  of  the  Grown  delegated  to  us.  ^his,  whatever  the 
event  of  it  is,  will  be  of  use,  and  if  they  should  refuse  such  a  Bill, 
make  it  still  more  plain,  that  the  Gountry  will  never  be  put  into  a 
condition  of  defence,  while  Persons  principled  agunst  it  are  admitted 
into  the  Legislature. 

Your  dispersing  the  accounts  from  Nova  Scotia  in  the  back  part 
of  the  Gountry,  was  very  proper,  and  I  hope  may  have  a  good  effect 
on  the  minds  of  our  Indians,  as  well  as  our  own  people,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  former  on  BraddocVs  defeat,  from  deserting  us.  In  the 
accounts  I  have  seen  of  the  late  action,  nothing  is  said  of  our  Indians 
which  vou  wrote  me  Braddock  had  engaged  to  go  with  him,  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  have  a  very  particular  account  of  that  affitir,  which  so 
much  perplexes  us. 
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I  have  received  the  two  Bilh  which  yoa  have  refoeed,  bat  think 
jour  observatioQ  that  they  did  not  want  confidence  in  yoa,  while 
they  had  hopes  you  would  consent  to  continue  the  power  over  the 
Publick  Money  in  their  hands,  not  well  founded,  as  they  appointed 
Persons  to  lay  out  the  Money  before  they  saw  your  amendment  to 
the  Bill ;  that  amendment  we  much  approve,  and  like  it  better  than 
if  it  was  in  the  words  of  our  instruction,  which  tho'  it  means  the 
same  thing,  yet  mentioning  ours  or  the  Lieutenant  Qovemor's  con* 
sent,  has  a  more  ungracious  sound  accompanying  it  to  the  common 
people. 

I  think  with  you,  that  Mr.  Franklin's  having  signed  that  vile  Re- 
port  upon  our  answer  to  the  Address  of  the  Assembly,  and  printed 
the  Secretary  of  States'  Letter  contrary  to  your  order,  shews  plainly 
he  is  not  to  be  depended  upon  to  assist  in  promoting  the  Publick 
Service,  in  a  way  the  most  agreable  to  the  Government.  I  make  no 
doubt  he  differs  from  the  Quakers  about  the  Militia  Law,  but  believe 
he  has  no  great  desire  to  lessen  the  power  of  the  Assembly.  I  have 
mentioned  what  you  say  about  him  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
told  me  General  Braddock  had  represented  him  as  having  done  con- 
siderable Services.* 

'  You  may  be  assured  I  shall  watch  every  opportunity  of  suggesting 
at  proper  times  what  appears  to  me  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  other  Colonys,  and  if  we  should  enter  into  a 
War,  as  I  think  we  shall,  I  believe  the  assistance  of  Parliament  will 
be  desired  to  the  purpose  mentioned  in  your  Letter. 

I  believe  the  Board  of  Trade  has  ordered  some  account  of  the 
Oolonys  to  be  drawn  up,  Mr.  Pownal  having  applyed  to  me  for  the 
number  of  People  in  Pennsylvania,  probably  in  order  to  fix  on  quotas 
of  Men  or  Money  in  case  of  a  War.f 

The  King  arrived  in  Town  Tuesday  Evening,  and  we  shall,  I  sup- 
pose, soon  be  able  to  form  some  more  certain  Judgement  what  wUl 
be  die  consequence  of  our  warlike  preparations.  The  French  having 
fortified  Dunkirk,  almost  as  compleatly  as  before  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  We  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear  the  King  of  Spain  does 
not  intend  to  join  France,  and  we  have  secured  in  case  of  a  Land 
War,  a  very  large  Army  of  Bnssians  and  Germans,  so  that  we  seem 
prepared  for  the  worst  here.  A  large  Sum  of  Money  has  been  sent 
in  two  Ships  of  War  to  Virginia,  but  I  do  not  hear  yet  of  any  Offi- 
cers being  ordered  thither.  If  any  thing  further  occurs  proper  to 
communicate,  I  shall  write  you,  as  the  Ship  will  not  sail  these  three 
or  four  Days.  Lady  Juliana  thanks  you  for  your  compliments, 
lam, 
.     Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

London, 

September  19th;  1755. 

*  See  page  418.  f  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  327,  &c. 
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I  flhal  by  Gap^  Totiiig  send  an  answer  to  jonr  Letter  of  the  Ist 
July. 

Indaned, 
Mr.  PenD,  19th  Sept'r,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Admiral  Boscawen,  1755. 

Sir : 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  23'  of  May,'*'  and  also  a  Letter 
from  Sir  Tho^  Robinson,  informing  me  of  yonr  being  appointed  to 
the  Command  of  his  Majesty's  Fleet  in  America.  I  have  the 
Honor,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  therenp",  and  also  to  assure  you  of 
my  Intentions  to  concur  with  you  and  assist  in  every  measure  which 
may  prove  to  hb  Majesty's  Service  and  the  good  of  the  Colonies, 
and  I. cannot  but  have  the  most  sapffuine  Hopes  of  success,  when  I 
consider  to  whom  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  intrust'the  £xe-* 
cution  of  all  Naval  operations  in  these  parts. 

If  Provision  or  Stores  of  any  kind  should  be  wanted  I  will  take 
the  earliest  Opportunities  of  having  them  supplied  upon  your  Appli- 
cation. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the  Advantage  you  have  al- 
ready gained  over  the  French,  and  I  heartily  wish  and  expect  the 
increase  of  them.  . 

I  am, 

Sir. 

I  inclose  you  the  Copies  of  the  Letters  relating  to  the  Affair  of 
Mr.  Johnson. 

I  have  laid  an  Embargof  upon  all  Provisions  to  prevent  the  French 
from  receiving  any  supply. 

irtJorsed.— Sep'  19«,  1755.     J>^  to  Ad-»  Boscawen. 

«  See  p.  322.  f  ^^  ^o^-  ^^'  ^^-y  P-  ^^'^' 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Lawrence,  1755. 

Sep.  19*^  1755. 
Sir: 

I  oongntnlate  joa  with  tho  greatest  Pleasnro  upon  the  Sacoess 
of  his  Majesty's  Arms  in  jour  Proviiioe,  and  npon  the  Honor  you 
must  necessarily  derive,  from  the  great  Share  yoa  had  in  the  Plan 
of  Operation. 

The  Remains  of  the  two  Regiments,  lately  employed  to  the  West- 
ward, have  been  encamped  near  this  Town  abont  three  weeks,  un- 
der the  Oommand  of  Coll.  Dunbarr,  who,  I  believe,  proposes  soon 
to  march  to  Now  Tork,  on  his  way  to  Albany. 

I  give  you  joy,  sir,  of  the  advantage  lately  gained  over  the  French 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  and  I  flatter  myself  it  may  be  of  great  Service  in 
Respect  to  the  Indian  Affairs,  which  are  certainly  of  the  greatest 
Gonsequenee  in  all  Expeditions  upon  this  Continent. 

/n(267Yed.— Sep'  10*%  1755.    Dft.  to  Gov  Lawrence. 


Gov.  Dinwiddib  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Virg*,  Williamsburg,  Sept'  20**,  1755. 
Sir: 

I  received  Your  Pav*  of  the  20**  ult*.  I  am  really  very  sorry, 
&  surpric'd  at  the  unmannerly  Message  sent  You  by  the  Assembly. 
Surely  if  Differences  subsist  between  you  and  them,  good  manners 
is  due  you  as  the  supreme  Maffistrate. 

At  same  Time  I  am  sorry  Your  Instructions  prevented  Your  ac- 
oeptinff  of  their  Vote  for  50,000 ;  with  that  money  &  what  we  have 
rais'd  here,  wou'd  have  made  a  good  Figure  in  prosecuting  the  Plan 
I  wrote  You  the  29**  of  July ;  but  as  your  Assembly  appear  obsti- 
nate in  not  doing  what  is  their  Duty  at  this  Period,  I  must  leave  off 
any  thoughts  of  it  at  tfiis  Time. 

^  After  the  Defeat  of  our  Forces,  if  Ool*  Dunbar*  had  entrenched 
himself,  built  a  Fort  &  sent  into  the  Governors  for  Reinforcements, 
he  wou'd  have  prevented  the  French,  &c.,  going  to  Niagara  from  the 
Ohio,  &  at  the  same  Time  facilitating  the  Operations  of  the  next 
Oampaign.  Instead  of  this,  his  sreat  inclinations  of  going  to  Your 
City,  he  left  our  Frontiers,  exposed  to  the  Insults  of  the  Enemy  by 
carrying  with  him  the  whole  Regulars,  the  six  Pounders  &  Coehoms. 
If  he  had  made  another  Attempt  I  doubt  not  of  havitig  reinfore'd 
him  with  1000  men,  who  now  must  be  employed  all  the  Winter  in 
protecting  our  Frontiers,  &  to  be  in  r«adiness  for  next  Year. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  602. 
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I  bftve  not  omitted  writing  to  tlie  Ministry  the  anacooiuitable 
Condnot  of  Your  AsBemblj ;  the  Dangers  we  are  in  from  the  Ger> 
man  Boman  Oatholics,  ft  I  have  no  donbt  the  next  Sessions  they 
will  seriously  oonsider  of  it|  make  some  Alterat*  in  Yonr  Gonstita- 
tion. 

I  mooh  want  to  hear  of  Oen'  Shirley.  I  am  npder  great  Concern 
for  him,  as  no  doubt  they  have  collected  all  the  Forces  they  oou'd  to 
Niagara,  as  I  hear  most  of  their  men  are  going  from  their  Fort  on 
Ohio  to  that  Place.  Fray  write  me  the  News  from  thence,  &  of 
Oen^.  Johnson's  sooeess  against  Grown  Point. 

I  wish  Yo«  Health,  more  Ease  &  satisfaction  in  Yonr  Oovemment 
than  I  conoeive  You  now  enjoy^  &  am  with  great  Truth, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  hT)le  Servant, 

ROBT.  DINWIDDIE. 

P.  S.— Pray  give  my  Gomplim**  to  Gap^  Orme  if  with  You.  I 
have  not  heard  from  him  since  my  Express. 

I  give  You  the  trouble  of  the  enclosed  to  Gen^  Shirley,  which  I 
pray  the  Fav*  of  You  to  forw^  by  first  Opportunity,  as  I  know  not 
where  to  direct  to  him. 

Governor  Morris. 

i9K&r<ec^.— Sep'  20;  1755.    Gov  Dinwiddie. 


Capt.  John  Shiblby  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1755* 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  set  down  in  hopes  I  may  have  a  Minute  to  write  to  You  in. 
By  my  last  I  informed  You  that  we  were  going  to  Cadaraqui|  or 
Frontenao,  &  so  it  was  then  determined  by  the  General  in  his  own 
Mind;  We  have  since  had  further  Intelliffenoe  from Nitigara,  w^^  has 
alter'd  him,  &  it  was  Yesterday  detemin^  in  a  Council  of  Warr  to 
go  as  soon  as  possible  upon  the  Attack  of  the  last  mention'd  Place : 
The  G(HUicil  unanimously  agreed  to  every  thing  w^  wss  propos'd  by 
the  General;  &  gave  it  as  their  Opinions,  that  600  Men,  including 
Matrosses,  w^  our  one  18  pound  &  4  12  pound  brass  Cannon,  1 
10  Inch  brass  Mortar,  1  7  Inch  Iron  Hoyet,  2  7  Inch  Iron  Royals, 
w^  five  Swivel  Hoyetts,  &c.,  is  a  sufficient  force  to  go  with  as^  the 
fort  at  Niagara;  &  that  die  Troops  we  leave  behind,  w*^  the  Nine, 
Six  &  four  pound  Cannon,  &c.,  will  be  sufficient  to  defend  thb  Place 
i^  any  Attack  w*^  will  probably  be  made  upon  it  from  Frontenao. 
YoQ  know  what  our  Naval  force  is  I  believe;  The  two  large  Yessells 
are  abo^  70  Tons  burthen  each,  &  carry  each  of  'em  4  fine  4  pounders, 
&  one  8  pound  Cannon  w'^  twelve  Swivels :  the  two  Bow  Chillies 
have  each  Seven  Swivels,  and  we  have  Seven  Whale  boats.    If  our 
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Provisions  oome  up  we  may  set  off  in  five  days.  This  day  fiaidhes 
all  oar  Bread  &  flonr  in  Store,  bat  we  have  in  Sight  some  Battoaa^ 
w^  I  hope  will  deliver  a  large  Qaantity  of  the  Articles  mosfwaoted  ; 
ft  as  both  Men  &  Officers  are  pick'd,  I  dare  say  we  shall  give  a  good 
Aoc*  of  oaraelves.  Col.  Ellison  stays  here;  Col  Schayler  &  Steats 
go  w*^  OS.  My  father  goes  in  the  Sloop ;  that  &  the  Schooner  eany 
oar  Powder  Ordnance  &  some  Provisions,  ft  we  are  to  pat  as  many 
Men  into  them  ft  the  Bow  Gallies  as  we  can :  we  shall  find  the  Whala 
boats  of  vast  Service  to  as,  bat  I  fear  what  Battoes  we  are  fore'd  to 
take  w^  as  mast  be  left  by  the  way,  if  they  are  not  overset,  for  the 
least  Paff  of  Wind  so  raffles  this  Lake,  that  one  of  oar  Battoes  can- 
not I  think  well  livi9  in  it;  some  say  this  will  oversett  oar  enterprise 
ft  force  as  to  come  back,  bat  this  I  am  far  from  believing  myself,  as 
I  am  sare  we  can  do  if  we  must  leave  'em,  by  sending  one  of  the 
RowGallies  back  for  more  Provisions  after  we  may  have  landed  what 
she  first  carrys.  We  shall  add  to  oar  600  Men  Seventy  or  eighty 
Indians  ft  some  few  Albany  Men ;  many  of  the  latter  we  are  fore'd 
to  make  Battoemen  of  to  fetch  Provisions  hither  from  the  Qerman 
flatts ;  Three  Whale  Boats,  w^  12  Men  each,  are  jnst  gone  to  look 
into  Frontenac  harbonr,  ft  if  we  have  Provisions  enoagh  we  shall 
sett  off  on  their  Betam.  For  want  of  Provisions  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  leave  a  Gkrrison  this  Winter  at  Niagara  in  Case  we^ncoeed. 
We  must  knock  it  down  ft  visit  it  early  in  the  Spring.  We  may  pos- 
sibly destroy  fort  Fronto,  on  the  other  Side  the  Lake,  in  our  way 
back,  and  perhaps  have  time  afterwards  to  bum  or  take  the  two 
French  Brigantines  in  Frontenac  Harbonr.  All  I  am  uneasy  aboat 
is  our  Provisions.  Oar  Men  have  been  upon  half  Allowance  of 
Bread  these  three  Weeks  past,  ft  no  Rum  given  to  'em ;  We  ^ave 
many  ill  of  fluxes,  ft  some  of  the  dry  bellyache,  yf^  the  Men  attribate 
to  drinking  Water  without  Ram,  but  that  is  not  the  Cause  of  it,  I. 
am  sure,  for  we  have  more  Officers  in  proportion  ill  than'  Men. 

We  have  received  the  News  of  Oen^  Johnson's  repulsing  the 
French  Party  who  attempted  to  force  his  Intrenchments.  I  con- 
gratulate You  upon  this  piece  of  Success,  but  surely  the  Victory 
would  have  been  much  more  compleat  if  Mr.  Johnson  had,  (upon 
the  Enemy's  fire  growing  slack  ft  irregular,  as  he  observes  it  did,) 
sallied  from  behind  his  lK>ggs  w^  bis  Troops  ft  Indians,  who  were  at 
that  time  warm  ft  in  high  Spirits  &  follow'd  them. 

The  News  of  this  Defeat,  w^  we  have  made  as  much  of  as  possible, 
has  given  great  Spirits  to  our  Troops,  ft  inspir'd  the  Indians  w**  a 
Spiritt  of  Revenge,  W^  will,  I  hope,  turn  much  to  our  Advantage. 
They,  w*^  our  Troops,  had  been  considerably  dispirited  before  by 
fluxes,  ftc,  but  this  good  News,  w*^  the  Advice  of  Bread  ft  Rum's 
being  near  us,  seems  to  have  reviv'd  'em  greatly.  My  father  yestefw 
day  caird  all  the  Indians  together  &  made  'em  a  Speech  on  the  Sub- 
ject of  Gen^  Johnson's  Engagem^  w^  he  calculated  to  inspire  them 
w^  a  Spirit  of  Revenge,  ft  it  had  the  desir'd  Effect,  for  at  night,  in  * 
feasting  upon  a  Bullock  w**  he  order'd  'em  upon  the  Occasion;  they 
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h»sied  in  their  ^way,  &  eat  the  Got'  of  Canada,  liad  a  grand  Warr 
daneey&  shew'd  a  Spirit  quite  aatiafaotory  to  all  of  ns. 

Staats  will  soon  send  Yon,  if  not  by  this  Conveyance,  a  Plan  of 
tliis  Place,  w*^  the  new  fort  building  &  a  Redoubt  intended ;  the  new 
fort  eoes  on  very  well,  &  I  believe,  if  wo  can  get  up  Provipions,  we 
may  have  barracks  sufficient  to  lodge  700  of  our  Men  here  this  Win- 
ter,  &  15  boat  build^  are  ordered  to  be  sent  from  Boston  to  build 
us  100  Whale  boats  ag*  the  Spring,  &  Carpenters  will  be  sent  to 
build,  by  that  time,  a  Vessel  of  100  Tons  Yon  know  how  my  father 
employs  every  body  who  are  near  him,' he  makes  me  write  all  hui 
Letters.  Alexander  is  otherwise  employed,  &  a  most  usefull  Man  to 
him.  I  will  not  again  appologixe  for  my  unintelligible  Scrawls,  but 
am,  w'^  the  sincerest  Regard  &  Affection^ 
^  D'  Sir, 

Your  most  Obliged  &  faithful! 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 
Oswego,  Sept'  22d,  1755. 

100  of  our  600  will  be  employ'd  in  the  Train. 


Sep'  25th.  Orders  are  just  now  is  u'4  for  the  Troops  destin'd  for 
the  Attack  of  Niagara  to  hold  themselves  in  Readiness  to  imbark 
to-morrow ;  so  that  if  we  go  at  all  we  shall  be  all  gone  from  hence 
ye  27tb ;  but  I  am  told  out  of  doors,  that  all  the  field  Officers  think 
it  too  Rash  an  Attempt,  &  I  have  heard  so  much  of  it,  that  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  let  my  father  know  what  I  hear.  They  say  that  in 
|he  last  Council  they  were  not  ask'd  whether  it  was  advisable  to  go 
w*^  such  force  as.  they  find  we  have ;  they  gave  it  as  their  Opinion, 
that  the  force  prepared  to  go  ag*  the  French  fort,  &  that  to  stay  be- 
hind, were  both  sufficient  to  answer  the  Services  intended  for  'em, 
but  that  they  are  now  convine'd  our  force  is  not  sufficient,  great 
Numbers  being  in  the  Hospitals  ill  of  fluxes,  &c.,  &  Numbers  ill  in 
their  Tents,  who  won't  go  to  the  Surgeons  for  fear  of  being  sent  to  the 
Hospitals,  w^^  are  in  fact  very  bad  ones,  being  only  Shedds,  w«^  won't 
keep  out  a  small  Shower  of  Rain,  &  we  have  unluckily  had  for  this 
Week  past  continu'd  Rains  as  heavy  as  I  ever  saw ;  they  say  our 
Battoes  will  never  get  there,  &  that  in  short,  the  Season  is  so  far 
advanc'd  that  if  we  had  Provisions  we  could  not  get  back  again. 
As  to  our  Provisions,  our  present  Stock  will  allow  us  to  take  42  days' 
Provisions,  (f  *  Allowance  of  dry  Proviss*  only,)  &  leave  the  Gar- 
rison behind  to  depend,  in  a  few  days,  upon  what  we  have  Advice  is 
on  ye  way  hither.  Our  Whale  Boats  return'd  Yesterday.  They 
went  into  the  Harbour,  &  one  of  the  Officers  landed  less  than  half  a 
Mile  from  ye  fort,  &  saw  ye  whole  Incampm^  from  a  tree  he  got  into ; 
their  Acco**  agree  w**  the  French  Qen^  Papers,  taken  by  Johndon| 
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by  w«^  it  appears  be  detacb'd  500  of  his  Troops  tbe  Isi  of  Avg^  laai 
to  Frontenac ;  those  Papers  are  sent  to  my  father,  &  I  have  seea  tbe 
Oen^*  Order  of  March,  &o.,  w'^  he  gave  to  the  Com'  of  this  Detacbm*, 
so  that  these  last  500  make  ap  their  force  there  near  900,  besides 
Indians,  of  w'^  it  is  told  us  by  our  Indians,  they  bave  a  large  nam- 
ber,  over  500;  this  I  don't  believe,  tho'  they  sent  a  Party  of  'em 
here  who  scalp'd  three  of  our  Soldiers  who  were  making  Oars  }  of  a 
Mile  from  the  new  fort  yesterday,  &  were  gone  w^  one  Prisoner  be- 
fore we  oould  catch  'em ;  however  we  immediately,  tho'  it  was  dark, 
sent  off  two  Whale  boats  to  endeavour  to  intercept  'em  among  the 
Islands,  &  the  next  day  a  Row  Galley  went  out.  Our  Whale  boats 
discovered  a  Sloop  &  a  Brigg,  botb  as  large  as  our  large  Yessells, 
baul'd  off  in  ye  Stream  before  ye  fort,  one  w^  ber  Sails  bent,  ye 
other  compleatiy  rigg'd  but  no  sails  bent;  they  saw  a  Number  of  large 
Battoes  and  one  Shallop  in  the  Harbour.  The  Brigg  was  out  yeeter* 
day  &  had  like  to  have  taken  our  Row  Galley,  but  the  Gallev  out 
sail'd  her.  This  we  did  not  see,  but  was  informed  of  it  at  Night  by 
the  Whale  boat  w^  came  in,  so  tbat  wo  did  not  send  tbe  Sloop  out 
after  her,  &  to-day  it  is  quite  calm,  &  thick  rainy  Weather.  The 
Boats  sent  after  the  Indians  are  not  returned.  The  Officer  who  com- 
manded has  Orders  to  destroy  'em  if  he  meets  'em.  Ttris  Express  is 
just  going  away.  You  find  I  am  a  pretty  constant  Correspondent, . 
tho'  not  the  most  intelligible  one ;  however,  I  have  so  strong  a  Pro« 
pensity  to  do  every  thing  that  can  possiblv  be  the  least  Amusement 
to  You,  that  I  shall  write  on  at  all  hazards  by  every  opport^,  tho'  I 
bave  to  say  m  Excuse  for  this  hasty  Scrawl,  that  my  nrother  Aid- 
de-Camp  being  ill,  I  may  be  supposed  to  be  much  hurry'd  at  present. 
I  am  ever  w^  much  Respect  and  affection, 
D'  Sir, 

Your's  most  Sincerely,  • 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 

It  is  some  time  since  I  beard  from  You. 

We  bury'd  an  Offier  last  Night  who  dy'd  of  a  fever,  &  have  a  great 
Number  ill,  tho'  the  field  Officers  are  tough  enough. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Hon^^'  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

Governor  &  Commander-in«Chief  of  tho 

Province  of  Pennsylvania.— ^Philadelphia. 
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Minutes  of  a  Council  of  Wab  at  Oswego,  1755. 

Held  on  Lake  Oatario  the  twenty-seventh  of  Sept'.  1755. 

Present: 

His  Ezellencj,  William  Shirley,  Esq'.,  Major  General'  and  Com<» 
mander  in  Chief  of  all  His  Majesties  Forces  in  North  America. 

LiBUT.  Col.  Ellison, 
LiEirr.  Col.  Mercer, 
Major  Littlehales, 
Major  Craven, 

Major  Bradstreet,  Adjutant  General. 
Col.  Schuyler, 
Capt.  Barford, 

Capt.  Broadley,  Command  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Vessels 
on  Lake  Ontario. 

William  Alexander,  Secretary,  who  was  dnly  sworn  to  the  faithful 
Execution  of  his  Office. 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Council,  that  since  the  last  Council 
held  on  the  18th  instant,  the  600  Troops  w""^  he  then  acquainted 
tben>  he  designed  to  carry  with  him  upon  an  Attempt  against  Niagara, 
bad  been  drafted  &  held  in  readiness  to  embark ;  that  the  Artillery 
&  Ordinance  Stores  were  on  board  the  Sloop  Ontario,  &  a  proportion 
of  the  Provisions  put  on  board  the  Sloop  Oswego,  &  the  rest  in 
readiness  to  be  loaded  on  board  the  Bow  Gallies,  the  Whale  Boats 
&  Battoes;  That  he  had  ordered  the  Officers  &  Men  to  embark 
Yesterday,  &  that  he  found  at  least  four  hundred  of  them  would  be 
obliged  to  go  in  Battoes;  That  on  Account  of  the  extreme  bad 
Weather  w*"*  still  continues,  &  as  a  sufficiency  of  Bread  and  Flower 
for  the  Troops  w*^  are  to  remain  here  was  not  then  arrived,  &  he' 
bad  some  late  Intelligence  &  other  matters  to  lay  before  'em  for 
their  Opinion  &  advice,  he  had  deferred  the  Embarkation  of  the 
Troops  until  this  day. 

His  Excellency  then  acquainted  them  that  Yesterday  there  arrived 
at  the  Cam|)  eight  Battoes,  containing  40  Barrels  of  Flour  and  13 
of  Bread,  so  that  there  is  now  in  Store  14  days  full  Allowance  of 
those  Species  of  Provisions  for  2000  Mouths,  which,  upon  the  best 
Calculation  he  could  make,  was  the  whole  Number  of  Troops,  Albany 
Men,  Indians,  Workmen  &  Followers  of  the  Camp;  that  of  this  he 
judges  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  take  to  Niagara  210001b  of 
Br^  &  Flour,  being  three  Quarters  Allowance  for  700  Men  for 
40  dBys;  &  that  there  will  then  be  left  in  Camp  80001b  of  Bread  and 
Flour,  being  12  days  half  Allowance  for  the  Number  w*^  he  shall 
leave  here ;  That  by  the  advices  ho  bath  received  from  the  Carrying 
Pkoe  &  Mohawk's  River,  he  hath  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  that 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


428  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755. 

that  Quantity  of  dry  Provistons  will  in  the  apace  of  a  few  daja  be 
augmented  to  a  full  Allowance  for  some  Montns. 

His  Excellency  further  acquainted  the  Council^  that  seven  days 
ago  he  sent  a  party  of  Men  with  two  Officers  in  Whale  Boats  to 
Gadaraqui,  to  discover  the  Motions  of  the  French  there,  that  they 
returned  the  Night  before  last,  and  the  Officers  made  Report,  <<  That 
<<  they  went  into  the  Harbour  of  Cadaraqui  k  could  plainly  perceive 
*<  Fort  Frontenac,  which  appear'd  to  them  to  be  a  regular  Square 
<<  faced  with  Stone,  that  they  could  plainly  see  four  Embrasures  in 
<<  the  Front  facing  them,  that  they  could  also  plainly  distinguish  an 
<<  Encampment  there,  w^  consisted  of  upwards  of  100  Tents;  that 
*^  they  saw  two  Brigantines  of  about  the  Size  of  the  Schooner 
"  Oswego,  &  a  small  Sloop  at  Anchor  in  the  Harbour;  that  both 
«  of  the  Briffs  appeared  to  them  to  be  rigg'd,  &  one  of  them  to 
<<  have  its  SaiL  bent^  &  that  a  Number  of  Battoes  lay  near  the  Walla 
«  of  the  Port." 

His  Excellency  also  acquainted  the  Council  that  Major  Gen^ 
Johnson  had  sent  him  a  Copy  of  the  Order  &  Instructions  given  to 
the  French  Regular  Troops  sent  to  Cadaraqui,  w«^  he  took  among 
other  Papers  from  the  Enemy  in  the  late  Action  near  Lake  Oeorge, 
)ate  Lake  S^  Saorement;  that  by  these  Papers  it  appears,  that  10 
Companies  of  the  Queen's  Battaliiou,  marched  from  Montreal  for 
Cadaraqui  in  two  Divisions,  Six  Companies  in  the  first,  on  the  first 
day  of  August,  &  4  Companies  in  the  2^  Division,  upon  the  day  fol- 
lowing;.That  250  Canadean  Irregulars  at  least  mov'd  w^  them,  & 
that  they  had  a  Number  of  Indians  at  that  place  besides  the  Garri- 
son there  before,  So  that  the  whole  Numbers  of  their  Troops,  Regu- 
lars &  Irregulars  at  present  at  Cadaraqui,  besides  Indians,  (the  Num- 
'  ber  of  w^  is  uncertain)  may,  from  these  Papers  &  onr  former  Intel- 
ligence, be  compute^l  at  about  1000  Effective  Men,  including  what 
was  in  Garrison  there  before ;  That  by  the  aforesaid  Orders  and  In- 
structions, together  with  the  intelligence  of  an  Onandaga  Indian  now 
in  the  Camp,  w^^  bis  Excellency  laid  before  the  last  Council,  it  appears 
that  the  French  General  was  expected  soon  to  follow  those  Troops 
to  Cadaraqui  with  a  considerable  force,  &  that  on  his  arrival  there, 
they  were  with  their  whole  Strength  to  make  an  Attack  npon  this 
place. 

His  Excellency  also  informed  the  Councfil  that  the  Oneida  Indiana 
who  have  been  pressing  for  leave  to  return  to  their  Castle  these  10 
days,  insisting  that  it  was  too  late  in  the  Season  to  go  to  Niagara  in 
Battoes,  went  off  early  yesterday  Morning ;  that  on  the  same  Morn- 
ing the  River  Indians  sent  three  of  their  principal  Men  to  let  him 
know  that  they  judged  it  dangerous  to  go  in  Battoes  npon  the  Lake 
so  late  in  the  x  ear,  &  were  of  Opinion  that  our  return  from  Niagara 
this  Winter  would  be  very  doubtful ;  That  the  Seneca  Indians  had 
sent  a  Message  to  the  same  Effect,  &  the  Mohawk  Indians  he  is  in- 
formed are  of  the  same  Mind ;  that  the  Indians  in  General,  for  the 
abovcmentioned  reason;  declare  their  design  of  returning  home  in  a 
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6w  ivjBf  k  press  for  his  ExoeUenoy^s  leave  to  do  it,  expressing  their 
readiness  to  join  the  English  next  Spring  with  mueh  greater  Nam- 
hers  in  any  Attempt  against  the  French. 

That  ^he  Albany  Traders,  who  are  best  acquainted  with  this  Lake, 
are  of  i  e  same  Opinion  with  the  Indians  as  to  improbability  of 
making  a  Passage  in  our  Battoes  to  and  from  Niagara  this  Fall,  so 
as  to  return  before  the  Winter  is  too  far  adyanoed ;  &  inform  him 
iLit  the  Battoes  we  have,  being  suited  to  the  Navigation  of  the 
Rivers  &  Greeks  between  this  place  &  Albany,  are  so  small  &  liable 
to  be  overset,  that  they  cannot  live  on  the  Lake  while  there  is  any 
Wind  or  Swell }  &  that  for  this  fortnight  past  there  has  scarce  been 
a  day  fit  to  go  upon  the  Luke  with  those  Battoes. 

That  Lieu^  Holland,  who  has  resided  at  this  place  above  three 
Years,  upon  being  asked  by  his  Excellency  what  the  Oourse  of  the 
Weather  was  at  this  Season  of  the  Year,  informed  him  that  it  was 
generally  very  Windy,  with  heavy  Eiuns,  &  but  very  few  fair  days 
inVervcning. 

That  he  is  further  informed  it  would  be  impracticable  at  this 
Season  of  the  Year  for  the  Vessels  k  the  Battoes  to  keep  Company 
with  each  other  upon  the  Lakes,  w*"*"  they  would  probably  do  if  the 
Bf  en  were  to  be  transported  in  Whale  Boats,  a  suffi*  Number  of  w^ 
may  be  built  by  next  Spring :  That  as  the  Battoes  will  unavoidably 
be  separated  from  the  large  Vessels,  there  will  (on  that  Acco*,  k 
because  the  large  Vessels  will  not  be  able  to  carry  aU  the  Provisions, 
besides  the  Artillery  &  Ordinanoe  Stores,)  be  a  necessity  of  loading 
a  sufficient  Quantity  of  dry  Provisions  in  the  Battoes,  w^  must  bo 
exposed  to  the  Weather,  k  in  danger  of  being  Spoiled. 

That  there  would  be  the  same  danger  of  spoUing  the  Men's  Ammur 
nition,  necessary  to  be  carried  in  their  Pouches,  whereby  they  might 
be  exposed  to  be  cut  off  in  case  of  an  Attack  in  their  March  by  the 
Enemy,  w*^  from  the  weakness  of  their  Fortifications  it  is  most  pro- 
bable, they  with  their  Indians  would  endeavour  to  do. 

His  Excellency  also  informed  the  Council,  that. by  the  Eeturns  of 
the  Surgeons  of  the  Begiments  k  the  directors  of  the  Hospital,  tfao 
sickly  Stote  of  the  Soldiers  increases  daily/  which  they  attribute  to 
the  late  heavy  Rains  &  want  of  Barrack  to  Shelter  the  Men,  k  that 
the  Number  of  sick  at  present  amount  to  about  300,  exclusive  of 
Officers. 

That  his  Excellency  proposes  to  have  a  sufficient  Number  of  Bar* 
racks  built  here  for  1200  Men,  &  thinks  it  expedient  to  have  a 
strong  Redoubt  erected  on  the  Hill,  on  the  West  side  of  this  Fort, 
before  the  Winter  is  too  far  advanced. 

His  Excellency  thep  desired  the  Opinion  of  the  Council  upon  the 
whole;  whether,  under  our  present  Circumstances,  they  think  it  most 
advisable  for  his  Majesties  Service,  that  he  should  proceed  to  Niagara, 
or  make  any  attempt  upon  the  Fort  at  Cadaraqai  this  Fall,  or  to  take 
tlie  advantage  of  an  early  Campaign  in  the  ensuing  Spring,  for  doing 
one  or  both^  according  to  the  Reinforcements  we  shall  then  have;  k 
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in  the  meantime  to  employ  our  whole  (weeent  Strength  in  ezpecUtisg 
the  Work  necesflary  hei^  for  lodging  the  Men  properly  &  seoaiing 
this  plaoe  against  any  sudden  Attack  of  the  Enemy. 

The  Conncil  after  folly  debating  what  his  Ezcellenoy  laid  before 
them,  acquainted  him  that  Several  matters  of  Consequence  had 
occurred  to  them^  w'^  they  conceiy'd  ought  to  be  made  a  part  of  the 
State  of  our  present  sitnationy  &  desired  his  leave  to  nave  them 
entered  on  the  Min\iites  of  this  Council,  w^^  his  Excellency  consented 
to,  and  are  as  follows,  Yiz^ :  Major  Bradstreet  declared  that  from 
his  own  Observation,  &  the  Intelligence  he  had  received  since  his 
residence  here,  he  is  persuaded  that  about  1650  Cannadeans,  went  at 
Sev^  times  this  Summer  from  Cadaraqui  to  Niagara  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Ohio;  a  great  part  of  w^^  for  want  of  Provisions,  must 
as  he  judg'd  now  be  on  their  return  to  Canada;  that  a  great  Number 
of  French  Traders  every  year  go  from  Canada  to  trade  with  the  In- 
dians living  near  the  French  Settlements  at  Fort  Detroit,  &  to  the 
Westward  of  it,  who  at  this  Season  of  the  Year  generally  return 
home  to  Canada ;  That  their  Passage  home  is  by  the  way  of  Niagara, 
&  that  it  is  very  probable  that  they  b  all  the  French  Troops  will  stop 
as  long  as  their  Provisions  will  admit  of  at  Niagara,  to  defend  il 
against  the  Attempt  intended  upon  it^  of  w^^  they  doubtless  have 
intelligence. 

That  we  have  but  few  proper  Battoe  Men  here,  nor  is  it  possible 
to  have  a  sufficient  Numoer  of  them  to  Conduct  the  Battoes  to 
Niagara,  as  the  People  of  the  Country  who  understand  the  manage- 
ment of  them  are  Cheifly  employed  in  bringing  our  Provisions  to  ua 
from  Skenactady,  &  in  carrying  Provisions  to  the  Army  at  Lake 
George,  so  that  very  few  of  the  Albany  Men  are  now  with  ua.  That 
the  Soldiers  cannot  conduct  the  Battoes  to  Niagara  thro'  so  ruff 
Water,  as  is  now  generally  five  days  in  six  upon  the  Lake. 

The  Council,  after  mature  advisement  upon  the  several  before 
mentioned  matters,  declared  that  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  tho'  from  our  advices,  there  appears  to  be  a  great  probability 
of  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Provisions  arriving  here  in  a  short  time, 
they  ought  not  to  be  depended  upon,  until  their  actual  arrival,  espe- 
cially as  since  the  last  Council,  we  have  had  frequent  Alarms  of 
Indians  in  scalping  JParties  being  in  this  Neighbourhood,  one  of  w^ 
had  killed  &  scalped  three  of  our  Men  who  were  at  Work  near  the 
new  Fort  building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River,  &  had  carried 
off  two  Prisoners,  who  may  find  Opportunities  of  cutting  off  our 
Provision  Battoes,  in  their  Passage  between  the  Oneida  Carrying 
Place  &  Oswego,  notwithstanding  the  precautions  w^^  have  been 
hitherto  or  may  be  taken  hereafter  for  their  protection ;  the  Conse- 
quences of  w*^  would  be  very  fatal  to  the  Troops  who  remain  here^ 
&  to  the  Party  that  goes  to  Niagara;  this  is  the  more  to  be  appre- 
hended, as  most  of  our  Indians  are  going  home,  &  the  French  Indiana 
at  Cadaraqui  may  take  the  advantage  of  their  Absence  for  that  pnr- 
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pose ;  Abo,  that  it  is  not  adviseable  for  so  many  of  the  Troops  to  be 
risqn'd  in  Battoes  on  the  Lake  at  this  Season  of  the  Year. 

That  they  are  nnanimonsly  of  Opinion^  that  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Men  at  this  place,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Barracks  fw 
the  Nnmber  of  Men  proposed  by  his  Excellency,  be  built  without 
delay ;  That  the  Fort  already  begun  on  the  Hill,  on  the  opposite 
aide  of  the  Biver  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible,  and  Cannon  mounted 
in  it,  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from  making  themselves  masters  of  it; 
that  it  is  likewise  very  expedient  to  erect  a  Work  as  soon  as  may  be 
on  t(ie  Eminence  West  of  the  old  Fort  &  Cannon  mounted  there,  to  • 
prevtot  the  Enemy  landing  on  that  Side  &  gaining  the  Eminence ; 
all  w*^  cannot  possibly  be  e£fected  before  the  Winter  is  too  far  set 
inp  widiout  employing  the  whole  Strength  now  at  this  place. 

That  they  are  unanimously  of  Opinion  that  nothing  more  can  be 
done  at  Niagara  this  Fall  than  to  dislodge  the  French  &  demolish 
their  Works  there,  w^^  from  our  intelligence,  appears  to  be  so  weak 
as  not  to  make  it  adviseable  for  his  Excellency  to  leave  a  Garrison 
there  without  erecting  new  Works,  w^^  neither  the  lateness  of  the 
Season  nor  the  present  Circumstances  of  our  Provisions  will  admit, 
80  that  no  effectual  possession  can  be  taken  of  that  Pass  this  Year. 

That  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  they  are  unanimously  &  clearly  of 
Opinion  that  it  would  be  much  more  adviseable  for  his  Excellency 
to  defer  making  any  Attempt,  either  against  Niagara  or  Cadaraqui 
until  the  next  Year,  when  there  is  great  re<ison  to  expect  he  will  bo 
joined  in  any  Attempt  against  the  French  by  great  Numbers  of 
Indians  of  the  five  Nations,  &  draw  off  some  of  the  far  Nations  of 
Indians  now  in  Alliance  with  the  French,  most  of  w*^  had  taken  up 
the  Hatchet  against  the  English,  and  been  active  against  Oeneral 
Braddock  on  the  Ohio ;  as  also,  that  he  may  have  the  advantage  of 
opening  the  Campaigne  at  least  15  days  earlier  than  the  Enemy  can 
from  Montreal,  on  Acco*  of  the  distance  of  that  place  from  Lake 
Ontario,  &  the  difficulty  of  the  Navigation  thither  at  that  Season, 
occasioned  by  the  Rapidity  of  the  Waters  of  the  Great  Lake  empty- 
ing into  the  Biver  Iroquois ;  Besides,  that  his  Excellency  may  then 
have  such  a  further  Number  of  Forces  as  may  be  judged  sufficient 
for  the  intended  Operations  upon  these  Lakes,  &  a  sufficient  Number 
of  Whale  Boats  instead  of  Battoes,  together  with  a  stronger  naval 
force,  both  w**  they  think  necessary  to  be  provided  against  next 
Spring  for  his  Majesty's  Service  upon  the  Lake  Ontario ;  and  they  are 
unanimously  of  Opinion  that  in  the  meantime  it  is  most  adviseable 
for  his  Excellency  to  employ  the  whole  Strength  now  here  in  pro- 
viding Barracks  for  the  Men,  erecting  Forts  on  the  two  Eminences 
w^^  Commands  this  place,  &  fiDishing  the  other  necessary  Works. 
Exam'dby 

WM.  ALEXANDER,  Sec'. 

Indorsed, — Copy,  Minutes  of  Council  held  at  Oswego. 
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Gov.  M0&HI8  TO  Shebuv  oe  PfliL.)  1755. 

Se|F  28, 1755. 
Bir— 

Coll*  Dunbar  baa  repreaented  to  me^  that  the  march  of  the  Troops 
under  his  command  is  retarded  for  want  of  necessary  carriages,  at 
which  I  am.  greatly  surprised,  knowing  that  numbers  of  Wagfj^oni 
there  are  dayly  in  this  town.  I  have  his  Majestys  Orders  mgnified 
bv  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  assist  his  officers  in  Impressing  Ca^ 
nages  for  the  use  of  the  Troops,  and  must  do  it  if  they  are  not  oth* 
erwise  supplyd,  which  I  wish  ihey  may,  that  so  harsh  a  method  may 
be  aToidoa.  I  must  therefore  desire  you  will  afford  M'.  Milfiinyoor 
best  assistance  in  procuring  the  necessary  carriages,  but  if  that  can* 
not  be  done,  and  in  time  for  the  march  of  the  Troops  on  the  day  the 
Coil'  shall  appoint,  you  will  in  that  case  Impress  the  number  of  ear- 
riages  the  Coll*,  may  want,  in  doing  of  which  you  will  be  assisted 
by  a  Detachment  of  the  Troops,  and  the  ColK  will  order  them  to  be 
paid  for,  in  case  the  Committee  of  the  Assembly,  to  whom  you  sbould 
apply,  refuse  to  do  it. 

To  y  Sherrif. 
Indorsed. 

Df^  to  the  Sheriff.    Sep'  28%  1755. 


Petition  to  Gov.  Morris,  from  Sufferers  by  Maryland 

1756.^ 

Septem'  29  *,  1755. 
To  y  *honarable  ROBERT  HUNTER  tfORRIS,  Esquire,  Go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania,  honered  Sir,  we,  your  humble  pationersi 
Sends  you  those  few  Lines  to  inform  you  y*  we  are  very  much  im- 
posed upon  by  y  Sherive  of  Fredrick  County,  in  Merylsnd,  in 
Comeinff  to  take  our  Lands  from  us  by  a  Meryland  Right  which  we 
have  had  Survayed  by  M'.  Wiliam  Lyon,  Survayer,  under  M'.  John 
Armstrong,  Survayer  for  Cumberland  County,  in  Pensylvania,  List 
Spring,  one  mans  place,  viz.,  Richard  Abbett,  y  S*  Sherive,  Peter 
Butler,  has  Got  Survayed,  by  bringing  a  Captain  and  a  parsel  of 
Souldiers  to  Gard  him  while  he  was  So  doing,  and  has  Gone  to 
farder  Strengthen  him  Self,  protesting  y*  in  two  or  three  weeks 
time  y*  he  will  come  and  take  all  y«  land  from  from  y«  forke  of  Ta- 
nolaways  Crick,  down  to  y«  mouth  thereof  Straneind,  and  taking  of 
our  Goods,  Chatels,  horses,  or  any  thing  y*  he  Can  find  for  y*  Levies 
or  taxis,  which  he  protends  is  due  to  Meryland ;  So  y<  without  yoor 
honour  will  protect  us,  we  belive  we  Shall  be  all:  Ruened  in  a  veiy 
Short  time,  80  y*  we  Dcsiery*  you  will  be  pleased  to  Send  up  a  fe# 
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Lines  by  j«  bearer  hereof,  what  way  or  maner  we  Shall  proseed  ia 
y«  afare  which  is  y  humble  Dealer  of  we,  your  humble  "t^atisioners. 
William  Linn,  John  Coombe, 

Elias  Stillneell,  Isarael  Htnes, 

Wm.  Hynes,  John  Linn, 

BlGHARD  AbBETT,  JaMES  LoWDEB, 

Samuel  Coombes,  John  MoChineYi 

Chbistb  Abbett,  James  Mitohel, 

Joseph  Coombb,  Samuel  Crown, 

WiuAM  Glinkerbard,  Joseph  Goombe, 

And  many  others  might  be  had,  but  notis  Cant  be  given. 

Pos*.     Tho».  Stodard,  Gaptain  of  a  fort  y*  is  Lately  areced  with . 
in  four  miles  of  Wiliam  Linns,  is  Goings  by  Govemour  Sharps  or- 
ders to  run,  y  proven  shall  Line  y  6<*  of  Aoto'  next  Ensuing. 

Directed, 

Samuel  Hicks,  Moses  Hicks. 
Ivdorsed. 

Petition  Inhabitants  of  Little  Gove  and  TonoUoways. 
reoed  6  8ber,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov'rs  New  York  &  New  Jersey,  1T55. 

Sir: 

In  my  present  Hurry  I  have  only  time  to  send  you  the  inclosed 
intelligence,  which  came  to  my  hand  about  an  hour  ago,  and  from 
which  I  imagine  the  Enemys  designs  are  to  Post  themselves  along 
the  West  Banks  of  the  Susquehannah,  in  order  to  prevent  our  pass- 
ing that  River,  and  to  cut  off  the  Settlements  to  the  Westward  of 
it,  which  I  am  afraid  they  will  find  too  easy4i  task,  as  the  people  are 
without  Discipline  or  order,  and  have  but  feW  arms  among  them. 

My  Assembly  meets  to  morrow,  bat  whether  they  will  strengthen 
my  hands  in  a  proper  manner,  I  cant  take  upon  me  to  say. 

I  am,  Sir. 
Indorted, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  y  Gov"  of  York  &  Jersey,  Nov'  y*  2*, 
1755. 

Bead  in  Gouncil,  2'  Nov,  1755. 

Vol.  IL— 19 
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Gov.  Hopkins  to  Gov.  Mobbis,  1755. 

Newport,  September  SO*^^  1755. 
Sir, 

The  Government,  nnder  y^onr  Honour's  immediate  Direetion,  at 
this  critical  Conjnnctnre,  I  make  no  Doubt,  have  taken  the  prudent 
Precaution  to  prevent  our  Enemys  being  supplj'd  with  Proyisions 
from  thence.  Yet  aa  you  are  a  Bread  Country,  and  the  Inhabitanta 
of  this  Colony  have  long,  in  a  great  measure,  depended  on  you  for 
the  Article  of  Flour,  and  as  our  Laws  to  prevent  any  being  export- 
ed from  hence,  an  Extnot  of  which  I  herewith  send  you,  are  so 
strict  and  so  punctually  executed,  that  there  is  not  the  least  Danger 
of  any  being  sent  away  from  here. 

I  must,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  ask 
the  Favour  of  your  Honour  to  permit  Cap^  Stephen  Wanton,  who 
hath  long  used  the  Flour  Trade  between  Newport  and  Philadelphia, 
to  continue  his  Trade,  that  We,  instead  of  our  Enemys  may  not  suf- 
fer for  want  of  Bread,  and  Aasure  your  self  all  that  arrives  here 
shall  be  duly  used  only  for  the  Inhabitants,  and  none  be  permitted 
to  be  Transported,  but  agreeable  to  the  Laws  whiclf'you  have  the 
Perusal  of. 

Your  kind  Interposition  in  tlus  matter,  in  favour  of  this  Colony, 
shall  be  gratefully  acknowledged  in  their  Behalf,  by 
Your  Honour's 

Most  Obedient  and 

most  Humble  Servant, 

•     STEP.  HOPKINS. 
His  Honour  Gov  Morris. 

P.  S.  The  above  Flour  is  for  the  use  of  the  Forces  now  raising 
and  to  be  raised  for  the  Crown  Point  Expedition. 

Directed, 

To  the  Howmtable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Gk>- 
Temor  and  Commander  in  Cheif  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania. 

P'  Capt.  StephHi  Wanton. 

Indorsed-^ 
Stephen  Hopkins,  30«  Sept',  1755. 
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Major  Gbn.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Hardt,  1755. 

Gamp  at  Oswego^  Oeto^  4*^,  175&, 


Sir: 


Yesterday  I  had  the  Honour  of  jonr  EzcelJency's  Letter  of  tbe 
26th  Septemher.    The  imtance  jo^  haye  given  of  jour  Attention 
to  the  pablic  Service,  in  removing  from  New  York  to  Albany  before  . 
you  could  be  well  recover'd  from  the  Fatigue  of  your  Voyage,  must 
hare  a  very  good  Effect  for  expediting  it. 

I  am  much  affraid  it  will  be  thought  an  extraordinary  Expence  to  th^ 
Crown  for  his  Majesty  to  be  oblig'd  to  build  Barracks  for  the  Recep* 
tion  of  the  Troops  of  Colonel  Dunbar's  &  the  late  Sir  Peter  Halket'i 
^  Regiments  at  Albany  &  Schenectady  this  Winter^  when  perhaps  ha 
nay  not  have  Occasion  for  Barracks  there  again ;  But  as  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  good  of  his  Service  in  the  Operation  of  thd 
next  year's  Campaigne  that  those  Troops  should  be  quartered  there 
this  Winter;  and  your  Excellency  informs  me  in  your  Letter  that 
yoa  are  apprehensive  of  great  Inconveniencies  in  disposing  of  those 
Troops  at  Albany  by  hiring  of  Houses  for  them  there,  and  you 
mention,  that  '^  you  could  wish  you  had  my  Instructions  for  the 
'<  constructing  of  Barracks  there  and  at  Schenectady,  which  you  ap** 
"prebend  may  be  done  at  any  easy  Kate;  least  your  Assembly 
'<  should  not  care  to  be  at  such  an  Expense."  I  desire  your  Excei* 
leney  would  take  the  Care  upon  you  of  providing  such  Barracks  al 
the  two  before  mentioned  plaoes,  aa  you  shall  judge  proper  for  the 
Beoeption  of  the  two  afores**  Regim^^  which  I  believe  at  present  don't 
exceed  1200  Men,  but  will,  I  hope,  be  recruited  by  thd  Spring  to 
1000  each,  &  that  you  would  give  Orders  accordingly  to  have  them 
built  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the  Troops  may  not,  upon  their  Arri- 
val in  your  Government,  be  destitute  of  Quarters  to  receive  them, 
and  in  case  your  Excellency  can't  induce  the  Assembly  of  New 
York  to  be  at  the  Charge  of  building  those  Barracks,  I  will  give 
you  one  or  more  Warrants  upon  the  Deputy  Paymaster  for  the 
Southern  District  for  such  Sums  of  money  as  shall  be  requisite  to 
defray  the  Expence  of  building  them,  and  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleas'd  to  look  upon  this  as  my  Instruction  to  you  for  that  purpose. 
I  can't,  however,  but  hope  that  the  Assembly  of  New  York  will 
think  it  reasonable  that  the  Province  should  be  at  the  Charge.  It 
was  very  much  at  the  motion  of  their  Gov^  that  I  determined  to 
draw  these  Troops  from  the  Southward  this  Year.  The  Province 
will  in  an  especial  manner  have  not  only  the  Benefit  of  being  covered 
by  them  this  Winter,*but  of  their  Service  at  Oswego  in  the  ensuing 
Spring^  &  the  Inhabitants  draw  very  large  Sums  of  Money  from  tbe 
Residence  of  the  Troops  among  them,  as  they  will  in  general  from 
the  Expedition,  in  w"^  they  are  cmploy'd,  and  I  have  to  add  that  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusctta  Bay  thought  it  reasonable  upon  the 
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raising  of  the  Regiment  under  my  own  CommanJ  to  erect  Barracks 
at  the  Charge  of  the  Qov\  for  the  Reception  of  upwards  of  800 
Troops. 

As  to  Garrisoning  Fort  Edward  or  the  Fort  bnilding  at  Lake 
Oeorge  with  any  part  of  the  Troops  of  these  two  Regiments  this 
Winter^  it  would  disappoint  that  part  of  the  Service  for  which  Kii 
Majesty  principally  destin'd  them,  and  w*"^  is  of  infinitely  more  Con- 
sequence to  the  publick  than  any  Saving  it  could  make  bj  their 
being  quartered  in  those  Forts^  so  that  I  have  thoughts  of  posting 
any  of  them  there. 

I  have  kept  two  Companies  posted  the  whole  Campaigne  upon  the 
Oneida  Carrying  place,  and  purpose  to  leave  one  there  this  Winter, 
butmust  endeavour  to  prevent  its  giving  Umbrage  to  the  Oneida 
Indians  who  have  expressed  some  uneasiness  at  the  Building  we  have 
already  there. 

I  shall  place  Garrisons  in  Fort  Hunter  &  the  Fort  at  Conejahora 
this  Winter.  They  have  had  a  Garrison  of  twenty-five  men,  and 
an  Officer  at  each  of  them  the  whole  Summer. 

I  approve  much  of  having  small  Forts  erected  in  every  one  of  the 
Biz  Nations  of  Indians,  as  what  will  have  a  great  teoiency  to  oon- 
ciliate  them  to  the  English,  &  to  fix  them  in  a  dependence  upon  his 
Majesty,  for  this  Reason  I  will  send  thirty  men  to  the  Onandaga 
Castle  to  build  them  one  at  their  own  Request  to  me,  and  shall  pro- 
pose the  same  thing  to  the  Oneidas,  &  if  they  consent  to  it,  will 
have  a  small  one  built  upon  their  Carrying  place,  as  I  shall  likewise 
think  it  right  to  do  in  the  Country  of  the  Tuscaroras,  Cayngas  & 
Sinekas,  not  that  I  am  of  Opinion  these  Forts  will  secure  the  Indian 
Country  to  his  Majesty  ag*^  the  French,  nothing  can  effectually  do 
that  or  cover  the  English  Territories  South-Eastward  of  this  Lake, 
but  holding  Oswego :  if  that,  w*^  is  the  Kev  of  the  Country  of  the 
six  Nations,  should  be  lost  to  the  French,  they  will  soon  be  masters 
of  that  whole  Country,  and  draw  all  those  Indians  intirely  into  theiir 
Interest ;  and  when  that  shall  happen  your  Excellency  may  look  up* 
on  all  the  intermediate  Country  between  this  Lake  &  the  City  of 
New  York  to  be  gone  too. 

With  regard  to  the  little  Security  &  Cover,  which  the  Fort  no"^ 
building  by  General  Johnson  at  Lake  George,  will  afford  to  the 
Country  between  Albany  &  Crown  Point,  and  the  necessity  of  hia 
Forces  proceeding  as  far  at  least  as  Tenonderoge  this  year.  I  have 
so  fully  expressed  my  Sentiments  in  my  Letters  to  General  Johnson, 
Copies  of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  your  Excellency,  that  I  need 
say  nothing  further,  and  I  can't  but  hope  from  the  Ace**  I  have  of 
Reinforcements  daily  pouring  in  upon  him  from  New  England,  that 
the  Troops  under  his  Coumand  are  gone  on. 

The  three  points  in  which  the  General  Welfare  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Northern  Colonies,  &  Consequently  his  Majesty's  Service  in 
North  America,  are  at  present  most  essentially  interested,  are  the 
Removal  of  the  French  from  th^ir  Incroaohments  in  Nova  Scotia^ 
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from  those  upon  the  Great  Lakes  and  Siyers  in  the  Sonthem  Conn- 
trj  between  Canada  &  the  Mississippi,  and  from  those  at  Crown 
Point  &  upon  the  Lake  Iroquois,  commonly  called  Lake  Champlain, 
and  therefore  onght  to  be  the  great  Objects  of  their  present  Atten- 
<iion.  As  to  inferior  Securities  and  Covers  of ^  small  Portions  of  the 
Country,  when  the  principal  parts  of  the  Service  are  compassed,  they 
will  fall  in  of  Conrse.  The  first  of  these  points  is  happily  efieoted ; 
the  second  of  them  may  be  most  effectually  carry'd  into  Execution 
in  the  Course  of  the  next  ^ear,  with  the  united  Strength  of  his 
Majesty's  Regular  Troops  &  the  New  Jersey  Reg^  againdt  all  the 
Force,  that  the  French  will  probably  be  able  to  draw  together  upon 
the  great  Lakes  &  Rivers,  provided  the  Campaigne  is  begun  early  & 
the  same  Spirit  is  then  exerted  by  the  Colonies  for  the  Reduction 
of  the  French  Forts  at  Crown  Point,  &c.  as  hath  been  by  those  of 
New  England  &  New  York  the  last  Summer,  &  is  still  continued  by 
the  former,  and  with  respect  to  the  third  great  point  I  can't  but 
hope  that  if  the  Reduction  of  Crown  Point  should  not  be  found 
practicable  this  Year,  yet  jjeneral  Johnson  may  be  able  at  least  ta 
make  himself  Master  of  the  pass  at  Tenonderoge,  which  will  put 
into  our  po^r  to  secure  the  Reduction  of  that  Fortress  early  the 
next  Summer,  provided  the  X!)oloniea  act  with  the  same  Vigour  then 
that  those  concern'd  in  it  have  hitherto  done.  But  this,  and  the 
Success  of  his  Majesty's  Service  in  the  other  point,  or  even  in  pro- 
ceeding to  Montreal  itself,  if  that  should  be  judg'd  expedient, -will 
very  much  depend  upon  as  general  a  Congress  as  may  be,  of  Corn- 
miss"  from  the  several  Gov**  this  Winter,  in  order  to  the  fixing«npon 
a  plan  for  the  year  ensuing,  which,  if  some  sudden  adjustm^  of  the 
American  points  in  dispute  between  the  two  Crowns  don't  put  an 
End  to  the  present  Commotions  in  North  America,  must  be  a  most 
Critical  one,  either  for  securing  the  Interests  of  the  English  Colonies, 
&  promoting  his  Majesty's  Service  in  North  America  against  the 
French  or  losing  Ground  there,  according  to  our  Improvem^  or 
Neglect  of  the  Opportunities  it  shall  afford,  and  it  is  this  Considera- 
tion, Sir,  which  hath  induo'd  me  to  lay  my  Sentim**  before  your  Ex- 
cellency is  so  explicit  a  manner. 

I  am,  &c. 
Hia  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Kn*. 

Indorsed, 

Copy  Major  General  Shirley's  Letter  to  Gov'  Hardy,  dated  Octo' 
4%  1755. 
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Tobias  Ubndricks  to  B.  Peters,  1755. 

Fortt  Pleasant,*  Oof  20, 1755. 

I  nndersiand  ihafc  tbe  Qov'  and  joti  with  the  Rest  of  the  OeO'^ 
tiemen  had  been  so  good  as  to  allow  Arms  and  Amunition  for  the 
Defence  of  this  Fort,  and  the  ^sons  that  has  Jojned  to  it,  which 
it  upwards  of  one  hundred.  Thej  are  Verry  diligent  in  making 
£very  thing  in  Readyness,  in  Case  of  an  attack,  which,  S',  we  do 
not  know  the  Night  nor  honr,for  by  all  accounts  from  the  Back  parts 
they  are  most  Shocking.  The  "^sons  that  is  Joyned  to  this  Fort  is 
upon  Occatiott  fully  Determined  to  go  out  by  Turns  to  Serch  the 
Woods.  S%  I  therefore  Request  the  feaveour  of  y  Hon*,  as  we 
Greatly  Confide  in  you,  to  Deliver  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  to  the 
Bearer,  James  McConnell,  who  is  to  Carrie  them  up  to  us.  There 
is  Verry  few  of  the  people  here  that  has  gott  good  Guns,  and  for 
Ammunition  there  is  Verry  little  in  those  parts,  and  am,  S^,  with 
Due  R^ard, 

y  Hon"  most  obed* 

and  most  Humble  Serr*, 

TOBIAS  HENDRICKS. 

DirecUd.—To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'.,  In  Philad*. 
I/ulorged, — ^Tobias  Hendricks^  4  Nov',  1755, 


Thomas  Pbnn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir, 

Being  yesterday  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  their  Lordships  informed 
me  they  had  not  received  any  letter  from  you  since  your  arrival  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  they  said  was  such  a  neglect  of  their  Board,  ss 
had  not  been  shewn  them  by  any  other  Governor,  and  that  they  ex- 
pected an  account  from  you,  of  your  proceedings  with  the  Assembly, 
and  of  the  general  concerns  of  the  Province,  this  thcjT desired  I  would 
inform  you  of,  and  desire  you  will  for  the  future  comply  with  their 
expectation,  which  I  now-  do,  and  am. 

Sir,  Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN, 
London,  October,  1755. 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire. 
Indorsed, 

Mr.  Penn,  to  write  to  ye  Board  t)f  Trade,  rece'd  22*  Nov',  1755. 

*  The  situation  of  this  Fort  I  have  DOt  been  able  to  ascertain— this  is,  I 
think,  the  first  time  the  name  has  occurred — the  full  name  is  here  giTen. 
Mount  Pleasant  was  the  name  of  a  Fortification  built  by  Col.  Innes  in  or 
about  1754,  at  the  mouth  of  Will's  Greek,  opposite  to  the  New  Store — per- 
haps Fort  Cumberland.    See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  VL  p.  180. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  BobinsoN)  1755. 

Pensilvania,  Got»  27, 1755. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  afford  that  assistance 
to  his  Majesty's  measure  upon  this  Continent,  that  might  reasonably 
have  been  expected  from  the  flurishing  ProTince  I  have  the  Honour 
to  preside  over,  but  such  has  been  and  still  is  the  obstinate  temper 
of  the  Assembly^  that  aU  my  endeavours  to  prevail  on  them  to  grant 
supplys  to  the  Crown,  or  provide  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  the 
Province,  have  had  no  other  Effect  than  to  draw  from  them  Mes- 
sages tending  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  filled  with  the  grossest  calumny  and  most 
insolent  abuse  of  the  Proprietors  and  myself,  In  which  they  have 
gone  such  lengths,  that  nothing  but  his  Majesty's  commands  for  the 
security  of  the  Province,  will  induce  me  to  have  any  further  com- 
munication with  them,  as  I  am  satisfied  upon  repeated  Tryalls,  that 
they  have  not  th^least  intention  to  promote  the  publick  service,  but 
upon  terms  inconsistent  with  their  own  dependence.  I  cannot  in- 
deed accuse  them  of  disafection  to  the  Royal  Family  now  upon  the 
Throne,  But  they  are  certainly  disaffected  to  Government  itself,  and 
ooQseqaently  to  his  Majesty's  office  and  authority,  tho'  not  to  his 
Person  or  family.  I  have  in  my  several  letters  laid  before  you  the 
particular  parts  ^of  the  Assembly's  bebavour,  and  the  difficultys  I 
have  met  with  in  ihe  execution  of  the  King's  commands,  and  ani 
now  to  inform  you,  That  on  the  16th  Instant  a  party  of  French  £ 
Indians  fell  upon  some  of  the  remote  settlements  of  this  Province, 
which  they  distroyd,  put  thirteen  of  the  inhabitants  to  death,  and 
Garry'd  off  twelve  Prisoners,  and  as  they  met  with  no  resistance  and 
are  no  strangers  to  the  defenceless  state  of  this  Province,  it  is  to  be 
fear'd  this  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  Ravages  they  intend,  and 
which  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  pf^vent,  as  I  have  neither  men^ 
money,  arms,  nor  amunition  at  my  disposal,  am  without  a  militia, 
and  have  an  Assembly  that  are  or  FreteBt  to  be  Principled  against 
defending  themselves  or  their  Country,  and  what  makes  it  more 
likely,  that  the  French  will  take  advantage  of  our  defenceless  state, 
and  lay  wast  this  country,  is,  that  without  the  aid  of  this  Province, 
it  will  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  carry  on  another  Ex- 
pedition against  the  forts  they  have  built  upon  the  Ohio.  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  earlyest  intelligence  of  these  matters;  and 
am,  S'.  

Indorsed, 

Dft  to  S'  Thomas  Robinson,  OctC  27th,  1755.  Sent  by  the 
MyrtUla  from  New  Castle.    Copy. 
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'  Dbposition  Nicholas  Powell,  1755.* 

Oct  27, 1765. 
Kent  Oonnty,  Delaware,  ss. 

Nicholas  Powell,  of  said  County,  aged  Siztj-eigbt  years  or  there- 
abouts, being  Sworn  on  the  Holy  JBvangelists  of  Almighty  Ood, 
Pcposeth  and  Saith,  That  he  hath  been  well  acquainted  with  a  Tract 
of  Land  called  and  known  by  the  Name  of  Tappahannah,  now  be- 
longing to  Waitman  Sipple,  Senior,  these  Forty-six  years  past,  dar- 
ing which  time  it  has  been  Possessed  by  Persons  Claiming  under 
our  Proprietor,  and  paid  their  taxes  in  this  County ;  and  that  He 
this  Deponent,  Purchased  the  said  Land  about  Eighteen  Tears  ago 
of  a  Certain  Joseph  Butler,  fo(  which  he  had  a  Deed  of  Conyeyance 
Acknowledged  &  Recorded  according!  to  Law  in  the  said  County. 
Which  said  Land  this  Deponent  saith  he  two  Years  after  sold  to  tbe 
Aforesaid  Waitman  Sipple,  who  has  been  owner  of  it  ever  since,  and 

further  saith  not. 

*♦« . 

NICHOLAS  XJ  POWELL, 
mark. 


Then  the  above  Deposition  was  taken  before  me,  the  Subscriber, 
one  of  his  Magisty's  Justices  of  tho^  Peace  for  Blent  County,  on 


Oct.  27, 1755. 

ie  above  Deposition  was  taken  before  m 
I  Magisty's  Justices  of  tho^  Peace  for 
Delaware. 

RICH.  WELLS.    * 
Jndorsedf 

Powel's  Affidavit  about  Sipple's  Complaint.     Copy  was  delivered 
with  the  Petition  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  at  New  York. 


Gov,  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

PensUvania,  Oct'  28, 1755. 
Sir: 

I  had  the  Honor  to  write  you  two  days  ago,  that  thd  Indians  bad 
attackd  and  distroyd  some  of  the  Frontier  settlements  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  I  have  this  day  Received  intelligence  that  a  great  Number 
of  French  and  Indians  were  on  this  side  the  Allegany  mounUun, 
moving  towards  this  Province,  and  that  a  party  of  them  had  since 
Crossd  the  Biver  Susquehi^inah,  and  distroyd  some  Settlemento 
about  one  Hundred  miles  ftom  Philad%  the  particulars  of  W"  I  have 
sent  to  M'.  I^enn.  Upon  this  Intelligence,  I  have  summoned  tbe 
Assembly  to  meet  me  on  y  •  3*  of  November,  and  hope  the  Danger  tbe 

*See  petition  of  Waitman  Sipple,— ^olon.  Records.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  417. 
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people  are  in  will  induce  them  to  do  somethiDg  for  their  safety  & 
defence. 

Should  these  French  &;  Indians  be  Scalping  Partys,  they  will 
distroy  a  few  families  and  retire.  But  if  there  should  be  any  num- 
ber of  regular  Troops  with  the  Indians,  they  will  make  a  very,  great 
progress  in  a  country  circumstanced  as  this  is^  without  a  militia  or 
any  thing  necessary  for  its  defence. 

I  have  only  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  oppose  the  enemy,  and  to  protect  the  people  committed  to  my 
charge^  and  shall  inform  you  from  time  to  time  of  what  is  done. 

and  am  S'. 
Indorsed. 

Dft  to  S'  Thomas  Robinson — ^That  the  French  &  Indians  were  at 
the  Alleghany  Hills,  moving  towards  Pensilv*;  that  a  Party  Had 
pasd  Susque*  &  distroyed  some  Settlem**.  That  I  had  Calld  the  As- 
Bcmbly.    Octo'  28,  1755. 

Dft  to  S'  The".  Robinson;  Octo'  28;  1755,  by  a  Ship  to  Liver- 
pool.   Copy. 


John  Harris  to  B.  Pbters,  1755. 

Paxton,  Oof  28%  1755. 
Sir: 

I  rece'  your  Letter  &  shall  observe  the  Contents.  Here  is  malin- 
Golly  news  w^^  I  have  wrote  to  his  honour  our  Governor,  if  there 
was  Encouragement  for  1000  or  1500  men,  to  meet  the  Enemy  & 
build  a  fort  some  place  up  Sasquehanah,  I  Imagine  that  a  Number 
of  men  will  go  at  their  own  Ezpence  to  assist 

I  am;  Sir, 

your  most  Humble  Sery*, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 
P.  S.    I  shall  endeavour  to  keep  out  a  few  Mohawks  thats  here 
as  Spies,  &  the  belt  of  Wampum  promised  to  send  out  some,*  but  it 
was  our  River  Indians  &  some  Scouts  from  the  French  army,  at- 
tacked us  at  M'.  Pens  Creek.  Y'*. 

J.  H. 
Directed. 
To  Rich*  Peters,  Esq'.,  In  Philad*. 

Ittdaned. 
John  Harris,  20*»  8ber,  1755. 

*  Sea  his  long  letter  to  Gov.  M.,  in  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  VI.  pp.  645, 
654-5. 

19* 
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Copy  of  Act  of  Rhode  Island  appointing  Commissioit- 

£BS  TO    MEET  GeN.   ShIRLEY,   1755. 

AN  ACT  appointiDg  and  empoweriDg  Commissioners  in  Behalf  of 
this  Colony,  to  meet  with  his  Ezcellencj  Major  Crcneral  Shirley, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  Ame- 
rica^  and  the  Commissioners  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  other 

I    Northern  Colonies. 

Whereas^  the  Multitude  of  Encroachments  made  by  the  French 
on  the  undoubted  Dominions  of  his  Britanick  .Majesty  in  North 
America,  hath  necessitated  the  Colonies  to  rise  in  their  own'Defened, 
and  endeaTOur  to  remove  such  dangerous  Neighbours  to  a  gteatcr 
Pistance  :  And,  as  the  disunited  State  of  the  English  Colonics  is 
such  as  renders  it  impracticable  for  them  to  exert  their  natural 
Strength  against  the  common  Enemy  in  any  other  manner  than  that 
of  a  general  Meeting  by  B^presentatives,  to  consult  and  provide 
means  for  their  common  Defence  &  Safety :  Wherefore,  to  contri- 
bute towards  so  salutary  a  Measure,  so  far  as  the  abilities  of  this 
Colony  will  admit. 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  Authority 
thereof,  it  is  epaoted  that  his  Honor  the  Governor,  and  Daniel  Up- 
dike, Esq'.,  be  and  they  are  hereby  chosen  and  appointed  Commis- 
sioners for  and  in  Behalf  of  this  Colony,  with  full  Power  &  Autho- 
rity to  appear  and  represent  the  same  at  any  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  other  British  Northern  Colonies,  with  his  Excel- 
lency above  named,  and  with  them  to  concert  proper  Measures  for 
quartering,  subsisting,  furloughing,  or  discharging  the  provincial 
Troops  now  in  the  Field ;  to  concert  proper  Measures  that  the  Cam- 
paign may  be  rendered  successful  this  Year  or  in  the  next  Spring ; 
to  contrive  and  establish  proper  Ways  and  Means  for  supplying  the 
present  or  any  future  provincial  Armies  with  Provisions  and  other 
Necessaries ;  to  agree  upon  and  settle  the  Proportion  and  Quota  of 
this  and  the  other  Colonies  concerned  in  the  present  Expedition 
against  Crown  Point,  for  and  towards  the  said  Expedition,  and  to 
agree  upon  a  jmnt  Application  unto  his  Majesty  for  the  obtaining 
snob  flftsistanoe  to  hia  Colonies  as  may  enable  them  to  repel  their 
eommon  Enemy,  and  put  in  Exeoution  such  Measures  as  will  effect- 
ually establish  the  peace  and  Tranquility  of  his  Majestys  good  Sub- 
jects in  North  America.  And  in  Case  no  such  general  Convention 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  Governments  in  North  America  shall 
be  had,  that  the  Commissioners  above  named  shall  have  and  hereby 
is  granted  them  equal  Authority  to  meet  and  act  at  any  Convention 
of  the  Governments  immediately  oonoemed  in  the  Expedition 
against  Crown  Point  that  shall  be  agreed  upon,  and  that  as  fully 
and  effectualy  to  all  Intents  and  purposes  as  are  herein  before  ex- 
pressed.   And  his  Honor,  the  Governor,  is  requested  to  cause  the 
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Needfal  CommissioDs  to  be  made  out  in  Season,  and  to  transmit  a' 
Copy  of  this  Act  to  all  the  Governments  in  North  America. 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  &  so  forth. 
What  is  written  above  and  upon  the  other  side^  contains  a  trae 
Copy  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Colony,  made  & 
pass'd  at  their  Session  in  South  Kingston,  the  last  Wednesday,  29th, 
of  October,  1755. 
Witness. 

THO.  WARD,  Secretary. 
Indorsed. 

Act  of  Rhode  Island  Colony,  appointing  Commias"  to  meet  Major 
General  Shirley, 


Wm,  Parsons  to  R.  Pbtbrs,  1755. 

Stonykiln,  Oot.  the  31st,  1755. 
Sir, 

When  I  wrote  last  to  yon,.  I  informed  you  that  I  was  engaged  in 
laying  out  the  Road  from  Easton  to  Reading.  When  I  was  got  as 
far  as  Reading,  it  was  hard  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
Plantation,  where  I  got  the  last  Fryday  afternoon,  and  paused  that 
I>ay  and  Saturday  and  Sunday,  with  great  satisfaction ;  but  on  Mon-i 
day,  I  heard  a  Rumour  of  Thomas  Mookee's  Engagement  with  some 
strange  Indians.  I  bad  heard  before  of  some  murder  having  been  - 
committed  by  them  on  the  West  Side  of  Susquahanah,  near  Shame- 
kin.  Monday  Evning  I  received  an  Express  from  Mr.  Weiser,  in* 
forming  me  that  he  had  summoned  the  people  to  go  and  oppose  the 
Indians,  and  desired  me  to  meet  a  large  Company  near  the  Foot  of 
the  Mountain  in  the  Shamoking  Road,  while  he  went  with  about 
300  to  Pextang.  When  I  oame  to  the  Company  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Mountain,  about  100  in  all,  I  found  one  half  of  them  without  any 
Powder  or  Lead.  However,  I  advised  them  to  go  forward,  and  them 
that  had  no  ammunition  I  advised  to  take  Axes,  in  order  to  make  a 
breast  work  of  Trees  for  their  Security  at  Night ;  and  the  next  day 
I  advised  they  should  go  forward  to  the  Upper  Gap  of  Swarotawro, 
and  there  to  make  another  Breast  work  of  Trees,  and  to  stay  there 
two  or  three  Days,  in  order  to  oppose  the  Enemy  if  they  should  at« 
tempt  to  come  that  way ;  which  if  they  had  done,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  what  has  since  happened  would  have  been  prevented.  I  pro- 
mised them  to  go  to  Tulpehockon,  &  provide  Powder  and  Lead,  and 
a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Bread,  to  be  sent  immediately  after  them. 
Bat  they  went  no  farther  than  to  the  Top  of  the  Mountain,  and 
there  those  that  had  amnnition,  spent  most  of  it  in  shooting  up  into 
the  Air,  and  then  returned  back  again,  firing  all  the  way,  to  the 
great  Terror  of  all  the  Inhabitants  thereabout,  and  this  was  the  Case 
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vifth  almoat  all  the  othen,  being  about  600  in  different  partt  of  ihd 
Neighbourhood ;  there  was  another  Company  who  came  from  the 
lower  part  of  Bern  Townsbipi  as  far  as  Mr.  Freame's  Manor.     So 
that  when  I  came  to  Tulpchockon,  I  found  the  People  there  than 
they  were  near  the  Mountain.     For  when  they  saw  me  come  alone, 
thay  were  overjoyed,  having  heard  that  we  were  all  destroyed,  and 
that  the  Enemy  were  just  at  their  Backs,  ready  to  destroy  them.  At 
Tulpehocken,  there  was  no  lead  to  be  had ;  all  that  could  be  got 
from  Reading,  was  taken  to  Pextang.     I  therefore  sent  an  express 
over  to  Lancaster  to  Mr.  Shippen,  that  Ev'ning,  desiring  him  to  send 
me  some  Lead.     He  sent  me  711b,  being  all  that  the  Towns  people 
were  willing  to  part  with,  as  tbey  were  themselves  under  great  ap- 
,  prehensions.     I  also  procured  201b  of  Powder,  papered  up  in  ilbs, 
and  ordered  out  a  quantity  of  Bread  near  the  Mountains,  but  when 
I  returned  home,  I  learnt  that  my  People  had  given  over  the  pur- 
suit, in  the  manner  above  mentioned.     I  have  since  distributed  a 
good  deal  of  the  powder  &  Lead,  and  the  Bread  I  ordered  to  the 
poor.  People  who  are  removing  from  their  Settlem^  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Mountain,  from  whence  the  People  have  been  removing  all 
this  Week.     It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  Confusion  and  distress 
of  those  unhappy  people.     Our  Roads  are  continu^ly  full  of  Tra- 
Tellers.    Those  on  the  other  side  of  the  Men,  Women  &  Children, 
most  of  them  barefoot,  have  been  obliged  to  cross  those  terrible 
Mountains  with  what  little  they  could  bring  with  them  in  so  long  & 
Journey  thro'  wnys  almost  impassable,  to  get  to  the  Inhabitants  on 
this  side.    Whilst  those  who  live  on  this  side  near  the  Mountain, 
are  removing  their  Efiects  to  Tulpehocken.     Those  at  Tulpehockon 
are  removing  to  Reading,  and  many  at  Reading  are  moving  nigher 
to  Philada.,  and  some  of  them  it  is  said  quite  to  Philada.     This  is 
the  present  unhappy  Situation  of  Pennsylvania.     Yesterday  after- 
noon I  was  informed  that  Adam  Rees  was  come  from  over  the  Moun- 
tains, and  reported  that  he  had  been  at  the  House  of  Henry  Hart- 
man,  who  he  saw  lying  dead,  having  his  scalpt     I  sent  for  him,  and 
before  5  o'clock  this  morning  he  came  to  me,  and  told  me  that  be- 
tween 11  &  12  o'clock  yesterday,  being  then  at  Home  at  his  planta- 
tion on  the  West  side  of  Swatawro,  about  9  miles  from  my  House, 
&  about  5  miles  from  the  nearest  Settlem*  on  this  Side  the  Hills,  he 
heard  three  Guns  fired,  towards  Henry  Hartman's  plantation,  which 
made  him  suspect  that  something  more  than  Ordinary  was  the  occa- 
sion of  that  firing.     Whereupon,  he  took  his  Gun  and  went  to  Hari- 
man's  House,  being  about  a  quarter  of  a  Mile  from  his  own,  where 
he  found  Hartman  lying  dead,  with  his  face  to  the  Ground,  and  all 
the  Skin  scalpt  from  his  Head.  He  did  no^  stay  to  examine  in  what 
manner  he  was  killed,  but  made  the  best  of  his  Way  through  the 
Woods  to  this  Side  the  Mountains.  He  told  me  further,  that  he  had 
made  Oath  before  Adam  Reed,  Esquire,  of  the*  whole  matter.    This 
Day  I  set  out  with  some  of  my  Neighbours  to  go  and  view  the  place, 
and  to  see  the  Certainty  of  the  Matter,  and  to  assist  in  burying  the 
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Dead  Body.  Mr.  Reed  had  appointed  the  people  about  him  to  go 
with  him  for  that  purpose,  &  we  intended  to  meet  them  at  the  place, 
by  way  of  Shamokin  Koad.  When  got  to  the  Top  of  .the  Mountain, 
we  met  with  7  or  8  men,  who  told  us  they  had  been  about  2  or  3 
miles  further  along  the  Road,  and  had  discovered  two  dead  men  lyin^ 
near  the  Road,  about  2  or  300  yards  from  each  other,  and 
that  both  were  scalpt  ^  Whereupon,  I  advised  to  go  to  the  plate 
where  these  two  men  were,  and  with  great  difficulty  we  prevailed 
with  the  others  to  go  back  with  us,  being  then  26  men  strong  > 
when  we  came  to  the  place,  I  saw  both  the  men  lying  dead, 
and  all  the  Skin  of  their  Heads  were  scalpt  off,  one  of  them 
we  perceived  had  been  shot  thro'  the  Leg,  we  did  Aot  examine 
further,  but  got  some  Tools  from  a  Settlem*  that  was  just  by,  and 
Jug  a  Grave  and  buryed  them  both  together  in  their  Cloaths,  just  as 
we  had  found  them,  to  prevent  their  being  torn  to  pieces  &  devoured 
by  wild  Beasts.  There  4  or  5  persons.  Women  and  Children,  yet 
missing ;  one  of  the  dead  men  had  been  over  on  this  Side  the  Moun- 
tain with  his  Family,  and  was  returning  with  his  Daughter  to  fetch 
some  of  their  Effects  that  were  left  behind.  She  is  missing  for  one. 
It  Is  not  for  me  to  describe  the  Horror  &  Confusion  of  the  People 
here,  and  of  Country  in  General,  you  can  best  imagine  that  in  your 
own  Mind;  but  where  will  these  Proceedings  end?  For  myself,  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  shall  stay  where  I  am,  or  leave  all  that  I  have 
to  be  destroyed  by  those  Barbarians,  or  to  be  plundered  by  wicked 
People  amongst  ourselves. 
I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 
Rich*  Peters,  Esq'. 

Direction, 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed^ 

Wm.  Parsons  to  Rich*  Peters,  Esq.,  Dated  Oct'  ye  Slst,  Rec* 
Nov  y  2*,  1755.    Read  in  Council,  2d  Nov. 

*  See  letter  from  Wm.  P.  to  Rev.  Mr.  Coat,  same  date,  and  another  to 
Adam  Reed,  Nov.  1,  in  Colon.  Rec  Vol  YI.  p.  668. 
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Gov.   DiNWIDDIB  TO   GoV.  MORBIB,   1755. 

Williamsborgy  Oct.  ZUt,  1755. 
Sir, 

Tour  Pav«.  of  the  8**  by  Doct.  Hill,  I  received  Yesterday.  Am 
beartily  sorry  for  the  unmannerly  Treatment  of  your  House  of  As- 
sembly to  yoU;  &  that  it  still  subsists  very  much  to  the  Prejudice  of 
the  necessary  &  just  Expedition,  to  the  Prejudice  of  His  Majesty, 
&  the  Protection  &  Welfare  of  these  Colonies. 

The  Retreat  of  Col.  Dunbar,*  his  marching  all  the  Begulars  from 
our  Frontiers,  even  the  three  Independent  Companies  sent  by  his 
Majesty's  direct  orders  to  my  Command,  has  diffused  so  much  Dis- 
content and  uneasiness  among  all  ranks  of  People  here,  that  I  have 
great  Difficulty  to  keep  them  in  moderate  Temper. 

The  Consequence  of  his  Retreat,  occasioned  a  general  Desertion 
among  the  Provincial  Troops;  the  Enemy  thereon  have  invaded  our 
Frontiers,  murdered  &  taken  off  about  eighty  of  our  frontier  Settlerp, 
burning  &  destroying  their  Houses,  &c.  The  Surprize  &  Fear  in 
our  People  was  not  more  on  the  first  Acc'ts  of  the  Defeat  of  General 
Braddock,  than  at  this  Step  of  Colonel  Dunbar's,  &  in  Duty  I  liave 
been  obliged  to  represent  it  to  the  Ministry.  Col.  Dunba^r's  long 
stay  with  you,  prevented  I  conceive,  the  Service  Gen'l  Shirley  pro- 
posed, or  had  in  View,  by  ordering  him  directly  to  Albany^  where 
he  must  now  remain  in  Winter  Quarterp. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  Success  of  Gen.  Johnson,  which  un- 
doubtedly is  of  essential  Service  ',  if  the  Enemy  had  succeeded,  what 
was*  to  have  hmdered  them  from  cutting  off  Gen"  Shirley,  taking 
Albany,  &  proceeding  wherever  they  thought  proper.  We  should 
therefore  be  thankful  for  that  brave  Officer's  Success.  I  want  much 
to  hear  what  Gen*  Johnson  has  further  done,  if  he  marched  to  Crown 
Point,  or  entrenched  himself  for  this  Winter,  to  be  ready  for  Action 
in  the  Spring;  as  to  Gen*  Shirley,  I  presume  he  has  laid  aside  any 
Thoughts  of  Action  till  the  Spring.  I  received  a  Letter  from  him 
proposing  a  Meeting  of  Commissioners  from  each  Government,  at 
New  York,  next  MontL  I  immediately  called  the  Assembly,  & 
pressed  them  strongly  to  appoint  two  from  their  House,  but  they 
immediately  made  a  Resolve  against  it,  saying  they  had  raised  all 
the  Money  they  could  to  Pay  and  Maintain  the  Forces  in  "the  Ser- 
vice of  this  Dominion.  As  jou  go  there,  I  think  a  full  Representa- 
tion of  the  Backwardness  of  the  two  Proprietary  Governments,  should 
bo  laid  before  the  Ministry.  I  have  repeatedly  mentioned  the  Mis- 
fortunes attending  the  Expedition,  or  their  bad  conduct. 

I  wish  Capt.  Orme  a  good  Passage  Home,  &  I  doubt  not  he  will 

♦  See  Colon.  Rcc.,  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  602,  (503. 
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fepiegent  Things  in  their  proper  Coloars.    I  wait  with  linpatienoo 
to  bear  from  Home,  with  orders  what  is  to  be  done  next  year. 
I  wish  joa  Health  &  Happiness^  &  am  most  Sinoerelj, 
Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

BOBT.  DINWIDDIB. 
Gov.  Morris. 

Indorsed, 

Got.  Dinwiddie,  81  8ber,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  1755.* 

ly.  Sir  : 

The  last  Express  to  Lancaster,  went  away  at  sneh  a  time  that  it 
was  not  possible  for  me  to  write  by  him,  and  I  directed  Mr.  PeterS| 
to  write  and  make  my  apology,  bnt  he  neglected  it 

We  have  been  some  time  without  hearing  from  the  back  settle- 
ment, which  gives  us  hopes  that  the  Indians  have  stoped  their  Pro- 
gress for  the  present,  but  the  little  resistance  they  have  met  with  in 
their  late  ravages  will  certainly  encourage  them  and  other.4  to  make 
us  frequent  visits. 

The  assembly  are  Just  in  the  same  temper  they  were  in  their  an- 
swer to  my  first  message,  they  talk  of  redressing  the  Injury's  the 
Indians  have  received,  aud  of  regaining  the  friendship  of  those  that 
are  now  employed  against  them,  and  have  sent  mo  a  Bill  for  raising 
fifty  thousand  pouncU  in  four  years,  by  a  tax  of  sixpence  upon  the 
pound. 

The  People  as  usual  are  much  with  them,  and  grow  clamorous  as 
I  havd  been  told,  and  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  leaders 
mean  to  carry  things  great  lengths. 

On  Saturday  Last  as  I  was  setting  off  to  Joyn  you  at  Jjancaster^ 
Scaroriedy  and  another  Indian  came  to  town  with  Mr.  Wieser,  and 
Bisiring  to  speak  to  me  in  publick,  I  sent  for  the  assembly  and  Cor- 
poration, and  Scaroiadv  having  mentioned  the  motions  of  the  French 
and  their  Indians,  and  the  attachment  of  himself  &  the  other  In- 
dians upon  Susquahana,  to  ye  English.  He  proceeded  to  demand 
of  the  government  what  we  intended  to  do  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, whether  we  would  fight  or  not,  and  whether  they  our  friendly 
Indians  were  to  expect  any  assistance  from  us  or  take  care  of  them- 
selves. That  this  was  a  dangerous  time  and  therefore  insisted  upon 
n  explicit  &  ready  answer,  that  they  might  govern  themselves 

*  Then  **  at  Lancaster,  in  November." 
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•ooqrdioglj.  Upon  this  I  desired  the  speaker  and  members  to  ratam 
to  their  House  &  enable  me  to  make  a  proper  answer  to  the  applioft- 
tion,  and  on  Monday  sent  them  a  strong  message  npon  the  Head, 
which  has  produced  no  good  effect  as  they  only  referr  me  to  the  Bill 
they  had  sent  me,  which  they  insist  on  my  passing. 

I  have  order'd  a  quantity  of  Powder  and  lead  to  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Shippen  at  Lancaster,  which  yon  will  please  to  order  to  be  distributed 
in  what  manner  you  please. 

Indorsed. — ^To  Mr.  Hamilton;  when  he  was  at  Lancaster  in  Nov'. 
1756. 


Sundry  Persoks  at  York,  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

We  reoeiv'd  sundrie  Aec**  lately,  all  oonouring  in  this,  that  a  num- 
erous Body  of  Indians  &  some  French  are  in  this  ProTinoe,  which 
has  put  the  Inhabitants  here  in  the  greatest  Confusion,  the  principal 
of  whom  have  met  sundrie  Times,  &  on  examination  find  that  many 
of  ns  have  neither  Arms  nor  Ammunition. 

Herewith  we  send  a  Copy  of  an  Express  just  arived  from  John 
Harris's  Ferry,  by  Way  of  James  Anderson^  with  Intelligenoe  that 
the  Indians  are  encamp'd  up  Susquehannah  within  a  Day  or  two'a 
March  of  that  Place  and  'tis  probable,  before  this  comes  to  Hand, 
Part  of  these  back  Counties  may  be  destroyed. 

We  belieTe  there  are  Men  enough  willing  to  bear  Arms  b  go  out 
against  the  Enemy,  were  they  supplied  with  Arms,  Ammunition  &  a 
reasonable  Allowance  for  their  Time,  but  without  this,  at  least  Arms 
and  Ammunition,  we  fear  little  to  purpose  can  be  done. 

If  some  Measures,  are  not  speedily  fallen  upon,  we  must  either  sit 
at  home  till  we  are  butohei^d  without  Mercy  or  Resistance,  run 
away,  or  go  out  a  confused  Multitude  destitute  of  Arms  &  Aro'mani* 
tion  &  without  Discipline  or  proper  Officers,  or  any  way  fixed  on  to 
be  supplied  with  Provisions. 

In  short  we  know  not  what  to  do,  &  have  not  much  Time  to  de« 
liberate. 

As  the  Company  who  go,  from  this  Town  &  the  Parts  adjacent, 
to  Morrow,  to  the  Assistance  of  the  Inhabitants  on  our  Frontiers, 
will  take  almost  all  our  Arms  &  Ammunition  with  them.  We  hum- 
bly  pray  your  Honour  to  order  us  some  Arms  &  Ammunition,  other- 
wise we  must  desert  our  Habitations. 

We  have  sent  the  Bearer  Express  with,  this  Letter,  and  also  a 
Petition  to  the  Assembly,  which  our  People  were  signing,  whoa  the 
Express  came  to  Hand. 
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^e  bQmbly  hope  your  Hononr  will  excuse  this  Freedom,  which 
onr  Distress  has  obliged  ns  to  use,  and  beg  leave  to  subscribe  our- 
Belves. 

Honoured  Sir, 

jonr  most  obedient 

Hnmble  Serr*. 

Geo.  Stevenson. 
HuR.  Updegbaep. 
Thos.  Annor. 
James  Smith. 
John  Adlum. 

jE^cZi>rfM2.— Letter  from  the  Magistrates  of  Tork  County,  to  the 
Gov. 

York  Saturday  11  o'clock,  P.  M. 
1"  Nov.  1755. 


Gborgb  Stbvensoh  to  R.  Peters,  1756. 

I>  Sir, 

By  the  Expresses  which,  I  suppose,  more  than  Daily  come  to  y' 
Hand  from  the  Frontier  Parts  of  this  ProTince,  yon  can  conceive 
the  Confusion,  Horror  &  Distress,  with  which  every  Breast  is  filled ; 
All  possible  Attempts  have  been  made  here  to  Stockade  this  Town, 
but  in  Vain,  on  Receipt  of  the  Governors  Snmmon  I  dispatoh'd  the 
Sub  Sheriff  to  David  McConaughy's,  knowing  that  M'.  Hamilton 
was  over  the  Hills,  I  doubt  he  will  not  go  down^  his  Family  & 
ZTeighbours  being  in  such  Consternation. 

Pm  inform'd  John  &  Ja*.  Wright  do  not  go,  We  have  sent  down 
a  Petition  by  the  Bearer  signed  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  whilst 
we  were  yet  signing  it  We  rec^  the  Express  from  Harris's,  a  Copy 
of  which  we  have  sent  to  the  Governor,  together  with  a  Letter,  five 
of  us  have  made  bold  to  write  to  him  on  this  Important  Subject  I 
beg  you  will  use  your  Influence  with  the  Governor  and  M'.  Allen, 
to  whom  I  made  free  to  write  two  days  ago,  I  am  so  fatigued  with 
the  People,  &  'tis  now  so  late  that  I  must  conclude* 
D'S', 

y'  most  obliged 

&  obedient  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON* 
Tork,  12  O'clock,  Saturday  Night,  1**  Nov.,  1755, 

M'.  Peters. 

Indorsed. 

George  Stevenson,  I*'  Nov',  1755. 
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Got.  Mob&is  to  the  Nbighboi7rin<}  Governors,  1755. 

Sir, 

By  tfao  enclosed  Intelligence  joa  will  see  that  the  Indians  have 
pass'd  the  Sasqoehaoa  and  laid  waste  the  Settlements,  at  a  place 
calld  Tulpehockio,  which  was  one  o^  the  best  peopled  and  most 
fruitfal  parts  of  this  Province;  and  lyes  within  about  seventy  miles 
of  this  city.  The  People,  who  are  nnder  no  kind  of  Discipline,  and 
mostly  without  arms,  are  flying  before  them  and  leaving  the  Coontry 
to  their  mercy.  By  the  manner  of  y"  attacks  these  savages  have 
made  upon  the  different  parts  of  this  Province,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  their  main  body  is  more  murdroos  than  Scalping  partys  ge» 
nerally  are,  and  as  they  destroy  Cattle  k  Horses,  and  oum  &  de- 
stroy every  thing  before  them,  it  seems  to  be  their  intention  to  dis- 
able us  from  furnishing  Provisions  &  y«  expected  Assistance  in  an- 
o^er  Campaign  against  Fort  Duquesne,  for  which  this  Province  was 
certainly  most  conveniently  situated  and  best  circumstanced,  but  will 
itself  stand  in  need  of  the  aid  of  the  other  Colonys,  if  these  cruel 
ravages  are  suffered  to  go  on,  which  I  am  much  affcaid  the  pacifick 
disposition*  of  my  Assembly  will  suffer  them  to  do,  as  thej^  have 
been  now  sitting  a  fortnight  without  doing  aiiy  thing  to  the  purpoasi. 
Jndorsed. 

Draught  Lro  to  y  Njighboaring  Go?",  Nov*,  1765.  ^ 


Pktition  from  Lancaster,  1755. 

May  it  please  Yo'  Honour : 

The  Enclosed  letter  from  M'.  Allison,  with  the  annexed  copy,  we 
have  just  now  reced  by  Express,  by  which  yo'  Hon'  will  be  able  to 
judge  of  the  Melancholy  &  Distressed  Situation  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  &  the  other  Frontier  County's  of  this  Province.  There  are 
not  one  half  of  the  People  of  this  County  who  have  Arms,  and 
there  is  not  Amunition.  by  any  means  sufficient  for  those  that  have. 
We  beg  Yo'  Honours  assistance  in  fumiBfaing  those  that  are  willing 
to  do  their  Utmost  for  the  defence  of  their  Family's  &  Bleeding 
Country,  in  such  manner  as  time  and  opportunity  will  admit;  And 
as  we  are  thus  destitute  of  ail  manner  of  Warlike  Stores,  and  in  a 
great  degree  seperate  and  disunited  by  means  of  our  distant  abodes, 
and  for  want  of  some  plan  of  operation  amongst  us ;  Tho'  many  are 
well  disposed.  Unless  some  Supplies  are  Speedily  sent  to  oppose  the 
progress  of  tha  Enemy,  We,  in  Lancaster,  as  well  as  many  more 
must  shortly  Evacuate  our  places  of  abode.  We  are  with  the  Ut- 
most respect, 

Yo'  Hon'*  most  Ob*  Hble  Servants,    • 
Robert  Thompson,  Oeorgv  Rosa, 

John  Mather,  Junr.,  Joseph  Shippen.  Jun'. 

LanC,  I-'  Nov',  1755,  6  o'Clock,  P.  M. 
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P.  S.    Ton  hare  nbto  enclosed  ft  copy  of  an  Affidati^  t&e  origniat 
whereof  was  sent  by  John  Harris  to  M'.  Franklin. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honble  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Oovenior  -of  the 
Provinoe  of  Pennsylvanim. 

By  Express  on  His  Majesty's  Sertioe. 
Indorsed, 

Robert  Thompson^  John  Mather^  j^^^'v  &c-;  ^**  Novem'',  1755 :  6 
o'clock,  R  M. 

To  the  Govemour. 

Rec*  Sanday,  2  Novem',  1766.* 

Bead  itt  Conneil,  2f  Nov. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpb,  1765. 

Sunday  eTeniag^  Nov.  2*. 
Gov  Sharpe.     ^ 

I  had-  the  favour  of  yours  this  rooming,  and  was  in  hopes  you 
would  have  been  here  this  day,  but  imagine  the  Badness  of  the  wea- 
ther prevented  you  from  moving  so  soon  or  as  fast  as  you  intended. 

I  am  sorry  the  Affairs  of  my  Province  are  such  that  I  cannot  have  the 

Cleasnre  of  attending  you  to  New  York,  which  I  fully  intended  to 
avo  done,  but  the  enclosed  intelligence  will  shew  you  what  circum- 
stances we  are  in,  and  my  Assembly  meets  to-morrow  upon  the  oo* 
casion,  what  they  will  do  time  must  discover;  but  if  they  have  any 
regard  for  the  Lives  and  safety  of  their  Constituents,  they  will  cer« 
tainly  strengthen  the  Hands  of  the  Government,  so  as  to  enable  it 
to  repell  these  cruel  invasions.  I  expect  you  will  honour  me  with 
your  Company  at  my  House,  and  I  have  a  bed  for  M^  Redout.. 

The  sherrif  of  this  city  &  county  waits  on  you  to  conduct  you. 
Indorsed,  • 

D£^  to  Gov  Sharpe,  sent  by  tlie  Sheriff.    Nov'  2%  1756. 


Copy — John  Armstrong  to  Gov.  1756. 

Carlisle,  2d  Novem',  1765. 
Honoured  Sir : 

Yesterday  Monaghatootha  and  Andrew  Montour  came  to  Joha 
Harris's  Ferry  from  Shamokin,  and  being  examined  before  divers 
p'sons  assembled  there  for  Intelligence,  said  : 

That  about  thirteen  days  ago  the  Delawares  sent  for  Andrew  Mon- 
tour &  Monacatootha  to  come  up  to  them  at  the  Great  Island,  who 

*S«e  VoL  VL,  p.  670. 
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immediately  set  oat  with  three  other  Indians,  and  there  fotmd  six 
Dela wares  and  four  Shawnese.  The  Dehiwarea-  iDformed  them  that 
a  Hatchet  was  sent  them  hy  the  French  to  kill  Game  with,  and  to 
be  made  use  of  against  their  Brothers,  the  English,  if  they  proved 
Saucy  or  troublesome  to  them ;  and  farther  said,  they  had  received 
the  Hatchet  and  were  determined  to  Use  it  against  the  English  while 
any  of  them  lived  to  lift  it  up.  Tne  two  Delawares  who  brought  the 
Hatchet  further  said : 

That  about  twenty  one  days  ago  a  lafge  number  of  the  Indians 
and  about  100  French,  supposed  to  make  about  1500  men,  set  out 
from  Fort  DuCain  in  order  to  destroy  as  many  of  the  Inhabitants 
Eastward  of  the  Alegheny  hills  as  they  could ;  and  that  Eight  days 
before  the  main  Body  left  the  Fort,  Scouting  parties  were  sent  out 
before  them,  some  of  whom  Andrew  says  must  have  Killed  the  Men 
in  Harris's  Company ;  that  we  should  be  prepared  to  receive  them 
every  hour,  tor  that  they  were  certainly  nigh  Us,  and  would  not  re- 
turn this  Winter.  Montour  said  He  thought  Lancaster  would  scarcely 
defend  itself  by  next  Christmas. 

They  both  gave  it  as  their  Opinion,  that  a  Fort  should  immedi* 
ately  be  Erreoted  at  Shamokin;  they  said  our  owh  Neglect  had 
'brought  all  this  upon  us;  That  the  Delawares  being  asked  why  they 
took  up  the  Hatchet  said,  the  English  had  for  some  time  called  them 
Frenchmen,  &  yet  fell  upon  no  mesures  to  defend  themselves,  where- 
fore they  thought  it  not  safe  to  stick  by  Us;  and  would  now  Pub- 
lickly  declare  themselves  Frenchmen. 

That  Scaronady  Enquiring  from  Oeo^  Croghan,  was  answered  by 
Mr.  Buchannan,  he  was  Fortifyd  at  Aghwich,  whereupon  the  Indian 
desired  Mr.  Buchannan  to  give  him  speedy  Notice  to  remove,  or  he 
would  certainly  be  killed.  They  say  Carlisle  is  Severely  threatened^ 
and  Adviseth  that  the  Women  &  Children  be  removed. 

•At  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  by  Express  from  Conegoohege,  we 
are  informed  that  yesterday  about  100  Indians  were  seen  in  the 
great  Cove,  among  whom  was  Shinggas,  the  Delaware  King ;  that 
immediately  after  the  discovery,  as  many  as  had  notice  fled,  and 
looking  back  from  an  high  Hill,  they  Beheld  their  Houses  on  Fire, 
heard  several  Guns  fired,  and  the  last  Scrieks  of  their  dyiuff  Neigh- 
bours. 'Tis  said  the  Enemy  divided,  and  one  part  moved  toward 
the  Canallowais.  Mr.  Hamilton  was  here  with  60  Men  from  York 
County  when  the  Express  came,  and  is  to  march  Early  to-morrow  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  County.  We  have  sent  out  Expresses  Every 
where  &  intend  to  Collect  the  forces  of  this  lower  part,  expecting  the 
Enemy  every  moment  at  Shareman's  Yallev,  if  not  nearer  hand.  I'm 
of  opinion,  that  no  pther  means  than  a  Cham  of  Block  Houses^  along 
or  near  the  south  side  of  the  Killatinny  Mountains,  from  Sasque- 
hannah  to  the  Temporary  Line,  can  Secure  the  Lives  and  properties 
even  of  the  old  Inhabitants  of  this  County,  the  new  Settlements  be* 

*  This  adrice  probably  led  to  the  erection  of  the  different  forts  hereafter 
referred  to.    See  Col.  Records,  VoL  VL  p.  669. 
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iDg  all  iled  ezoept  Shareman's  Vallej^  whom  (if  Ood  do  not  pr^ 
^rye)  we  fear  will  Suffer  very  soon. 
I  am  jour  Honoor's 

disconsolate  Humble  Servant 

.     JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

N.  B— It  now  appears  there  are  but  Eight  of  Harris's  Company 
killed  and  drowned. 

Jndaned, — Copy  John  Armstrong's  Lre.  2d  November,  1755.* 


Conrad  Weiseb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755, 

eidlebcrg,  Nov' 
at  Night,  1755 


Heidlebcrg,  Nov*;  the  2d,  ) 


Honoured  Sir : 

I  am  going  out  Early  next  morning  with  a  Company  of  men,  how 
many  I  can't  tell  as  yet,  to  bring  away  the  few  &  distressed  familys 
on  the  north  side  of  Kittidany  hills  yet  alive,  (If  there  is  yet  alive 
such ;)  they  Crie  aloud  for  assistance,  and  I  shall  give  as  my  opinion 
to-morrow  in  public  meeting  of  the  township  Heidleberg,  and  Tul- 
pehockin,  that  they  few  that  are  alive  and  remaining  there  (the  most 
part  is  Come  away)  shall  be  forwamed  to  Come  to  the  South  side  of 
the  hills,  and  we  will  Convey  them  to  this  side.  If  I  don't  go  over 
Ibe  hills  myself,  I  will  see  the  men  so  far  as  the  hills,  and  give  such 
advise  as  I  am  able  to  do ;  there  can  be  no  force  used,  we  are  Con- 
tinually alarmed,  and  last  night  I  received  the  account  of  And^ 
Montour.  Bell,  Scarioady,  and  others,  wanting  me  to  Come  up  with 
my  men  to  John  Harris's  ferry,  and  to  Consult  with'  them,  I  sent 
an  account  for  my  not  Coming  with  my  Son  Samy,  who  set  off  by 
break  of  day  this  morning,  with  an  Invidation  to  the  Indians  to  Come 
down  to  my  House  for  Consultation.  The  same  Message  I  had  ven- 
tured to  send  by  Qeorge  Oahriel  I  send  by  Samy,  a  Copy  of  which 
No.  the  very  same  I  sent  bv  George  is  here  iiylosed ;  when  I  received 
the  letter  from  Harris's  lerry,  signed  by  several,  among  whom  was 
Mr.  J.  Galbreath  and  Mr.  J**  Ellison^  it  was  late  in  the  night,  I 
dispatch  a  Messenger  after  George,  and  he  Came  back  this  Morning ; 
here  inclosed,  as  said  before,  is  his  Errand^  I  hope  to  see  my  Son 
back  again  to-morrow  night  with  Intelligence,  that  is  one  reason  that 
I  Can't  go  over  the  hills;  my  son  Peter  came  up  this  Evening  from 
Beading  at  the  head  of  about  fiften  men  in  order  to  accompany  me 
over  the  hills,  I  shall  let  him  go  with  the  rest;  had  we  but  good 
regulation,  with  God's  help  we  Cou'd  stand  at  our  places  of  abode,  but 
If  the  people  fail,  (which  I  am  afeard  they  will,  because  some  goes, 
some  wont,  some  mocks,  some  pleads  religion,  and  a  great  number 
of  CowardS;)  I  shall  think  of  myn  and  my  familys  preservation  and 

*  See  Colon.  Rcc.  Vol.  VI.  p.  659. 
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j^tttt  ray  phoe,  If  I  can  get  Bone  to  Stend  by  me  to  defend  my  own 
house.    I3at  I  iiope  you  will  ezoue  this  Hary,  I  have  no  Clerk  noW| 
and  had  no  rest  these  several  days  nor  nights  haidly. 
I  am,  Hon'  Sir, 

your  obedient, 

CONEAD  WEISER 


Gov.  MoBRW  TO  Gov.  OP  Virginia,  1755. 

Sir:  . 

00  ye  29th  of  tiie  last  month  I  wrote  Yon  a  Letter  under  Cover 
to  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  to  be  dispatched  by  Express  to  Wil- 
liamsburg, that  a  large  Body  of  Freuoh^and  Indians,  to  the  number, 
as  waa  said,  of  1500,  were  seen  to  pass  the  Allegheny  Mountains;, 
moving  towards  this  Province,  and  that  a  Party  of  Indians  had  mur- 
dered and  carried  away  25  of  our  Inhabitants,  settled  on  a  Creek 
that  runs  into  Sasquehannah,  about  25  miles  to  the  north  of  the  great 
Boad  leading  from  this  City  to  Patowmac. 

1  likewise  dispatched  an  Exprei)s  to  Col.  Washington  to  inform 
him  of  this,  &  that  it  was  said  by  the  Indians,  they  intended  to  fall 
on  Virginia  as  well  as  this  Province. 

Andrew  Montour  &  ye  Belt  of  Wampum,  who  are  now  at  Harris's 
Fcriy,  positively  says  that  a  Fort  is  to  be  begun  in  10  days  at  Sha- 
mokin,  an  important  Pass,  situate  at  the  Forks  of  ye  two  main 
Branches  of  Sasquehannah^  ab*  35  or  40  miles  from  Harris's  Ferry. 

Yesterday  &  to-day  I  have  repeated  Expresses  to  inform  me  that 
they  had  murdered  several  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  East  Side  of 
Sasquehannah,  &  that  the  whole  Body  of  French  and  Indians,  con- 
sisting of  1500,  were  only  ye  31st  of  last  month  actually  encamped 
on  the  Sasquehannah  at  George  GabrieFs,  which  is  within  30  miles 
of  Harris's  Ferry,  &  that  they  may  expect  an  attack  Uiere  in  3  days 
at  farthest. 

Their  Scheme  seems,  by  their  motion,  to  be  to  take  Possession  of 
the  Sasquehannah,  which  We  shall  not  be  able  to  pass  without  great 
difficulty,  and  they  will  be  in  that  case  perfectly  at  Liberty  to  des- 
troy all  the  rich  Country  beyond  that,  where  there  are  many  thousands 
of  Familys  seated,  &  what  Hhey  may  do  afterwards  Time  must  dis- 
cover. The  Inhabitants  in  general  are  in  great  Consternation,  but 
being  undisciplined,  &  mostly  without  arms,  they  can  do  very  little 
good.  By  Letters  of  ye  29th  &  30th  of  last  month,  am  informed, 
that  People  of  Aucquick  &  Juniata  are  cut  off,  and  among  others, 
George  Croghan.* 

Indorsed, — Dft.  Gov'  Morris's  Letter  to  Gov'  of  Virginia,  2d 
Nov,  1755,  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  read  ih  Council  2d  Nov'. 

»  See  Cel.  Rec.  Vol  VL^p.  667,  66a 
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Jambb  Burd,  to  Edward  Shippeit. 

Shippensburg,  2*  Novem'.  1755. 
Dear  t  Hon*.  Sir  f 

'^  We  are  in  great  Gonftimon  liere  at  prcsexity  we  have  XUceved 
Express  last  night  that  the  Indians  &  French,  are  ii^  large  Body 
in  the  Cove,  a  little  way  from  William  Maxwell  Esq**.,  &  that  they 
Immediately  intend  to  fall  down  upon  this  County,  we  for  these  two 
days  past  have  been  working  at  oar  Fort,  here  k  believe  shall  work 
this  day,  this  Town  is  full  of  People,  they  being  all  moving  in  with 
their  Famillys  5  or  6  Famillys  in  a  house,  we  are  in  a  great  want  of 
Arms  &  Ammunition,  but  with  what  we  have  are  determined  to  give 
the  Enemy  as  Warm  a  Reoeption  as  we  Can,  (there  has)  some  of  out 
People  been  taken  Prissoner  by  this  party,  &  have  made  there 
Escape  from  them  and  come  into  us  this  morning. 

As  our  Fort  goes  on  here  with  great  Vigour  and  expect  to  be  fin- 
ished in  15  days,  in  which  we  intend  to  throw  all  the  Women  and 
Children,  it  would  be  greatly  Enooctraging  oould  we  have  Reason  to 
e^fpect  assistance  from  Philad%  by  private  Donation  of  Sweevells,  a 
few  great  guns,  small  arms  &  ammunition,  we  would  send  our  own 
Wagons  for  them,  &  we  dont  doubt  upon  Proper  application  but  som- 
thing  of  this  kind  will  be  done  for  us  from  Philad^ 

We  have  100  men  working  at  Fort  Morris,  with  heart  k  hand 
every  day  I  am  with  Duty  to  Dady  &  Mammy,  Love  to  Bro",  Sister 
my  dear  Wife  &  the  little  Babys,  &o. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate  Son, 

JAMES  BURD. 

Directed. — To  Edw.  Shippen,  Sen'  Eaq.  Lancaster. 


R.  Peters,  to  Mr.  Till  at  New  Castle,  1755. 

Sir: 

The  Governor  ordersmo  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Information  given 
by  Andrew  Montour,  k  the  Indian  called  the  Belt,  who  i^re  friendly 
Indians  &  now  at  Harris's  Ferry,  and  desires  you  will  give  immediate 
Notice  thereof  to  Col^  Armstrong,  and  it  is  the  Governors  express 
orders  that  he  immediately  forms  the  several  Companies  under  the 
Officers  who  werd  reoommended  by  him  at  Newcastle,  and  he  will 
talge  care  to  send  down  all  the  Commissions  for  him  k  his  Officers, 
as  soon  as  they  are  printed. 

All  the  Intelligence  laid  before  the  assembly  at  Newcastle  is  con- 
firmed. 
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Please  to  Bcnd  copies  into  ye  otber  Coanties,  &  disperse  themthzo 
the  Goantj  of  Newcastle^  jt  all  maj  be  made  acquainted  w^  it.' 

Ism 

Sir, 
Your  hutnble 
^  Serrant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

P.  S. — ^If  ye  Magistrates  of  Kent  k  Sussex,  w'  send  np  tbeir  Be- 
commendations  of  Officers,  from  ye  Coll.  to  ye  English^  ye  Gov',  will 
likewise  send  their  Commissions.* 

Endorsed. — Copy  of  Letters  from  Mr.  Peters  to  Mr.  Till,  for 
raising  ye  Newcastle  Militia. 

Pbilad*, 
2*  November,  1755. 


Burgesses  op  Wilmington,  to    Gov.  Morbis,  1755. 

Wilmington,  2»*  November.  1755. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour, 

The  Borrough  of  Wilmington  being  under  apprehensions  of  Dan- 
^r,  from  an  Alarm  Ocoasion'd  by  the  Contents  of  the  Enclosed 
^per  &  other  reports,  From  a  Tender  Regard  to  the  Inhabitints. 
We  the  Burgheses,  Beg  Leave  to  Communicate  the  Same  to  lour 
Honour,  as  well  to  be  Informi&d  of  the  Truth  of  it  as  to  have  your 
Directions  &  orders,  what  Particular  Measures  You  would  have  Taken 
for  our  Defence  and  Safety,  and  are  with  Submission  your  Assui* 
Friends. 

EDWARD  DAWES. 
GEORGE  CROW. 
To  His  Honour, 
Robert  H.  Morris.  Esq'», 

Endorsed,— Letter  from  the  Burgeses  of  Wilmineton  to  the  Go- 
▼wnor. 

*  Deatructiou  of  the  Oreat  Cove-See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VI,  p.  66W78. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gkn,  Shirley,  1765. 

Dear  Sir: 

Last  night  I  despatched  an  express  to  you  with  sundry  Mters  and 
papers,  relating  to  the  present  oircamstances  of  the  Province  and 
other  matters,  and  I  now  send  away  another  with  the  farther  Intelli- 
gence that  I  have  received  within  this  hoar,  1>y  which  you  will  see 
that  the  Enemy  whose  nnmhers  as  stiil  uncertain,  are  got  much 
Higher  to  us  than  they  were  being  on  the  81*^  of  last  month,  En- 
camped near  the  Susquohannah,  some  few  miles  to  the  northward  of 
the  great  road  leading  from  this  city  to  Carlisle,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  from  this  place.  Their  schemcf  seems  by  their  mo- 
tion to  be  to  take  Possession  of  the  Susquehannah,  which  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  pass  without  great  difficulty,  and  they  will  be  in  that 
case  perfectly  at  Liberty  to  destroy  all  the  rich  country  beyond  that 
Kiver,  where  there  are  many  thousands  of  familys  seated,  what  they 
may  do  afterwards  time  must  discover.  The  Inhabitants  in  gen^  are 
in  great  consternation,  but  being  undisciplined  and  mostly  without 
arms,  they  can  do  very  little  good.  The  additional  intelligence  is 
enclosed  for  your  further  information.  My  assembly  meets  to-nrer- 
row,  but  by  what  I  can  learn  nothing  is  to  be  expected  from  them. 
Governor  Sharpe  will  be  here  to  morrow  Night,  &  I  am  extremely 
concerned  I  can  not  go  with  Him  to  New  Yorlc,  I  must  beg  you 
would  give  me  your  advice  what  is  best  for  me  to  do,  in  Case  my  As- 
sembly shall  continue  to  act  ye  same  part  they  have  Utherto  done. 
I  am,  in  great  Hast  I>  S% 

Y'  most  obedient 

&  affectionate  Friend, 

:^BT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Endorsed. — Letter  to  Gen*'  Shirley,  with  ye  Advices  roc*  from 
ye  Frontiers. 
Phil-,  Nov  ye  2*,  1755.* 
'       8  o'clock  P.  M. 


Gen.  Armstrong  to  R.  Peters,  1755. 

Carlisle,  Sunday  Night,  2*  Novem*',  '55. 
Dear  Sir, 

Inclos'd  to  M'.  Allen,  by  the  last  Post  I  sent  you  a  letter  from 
Harris's,  but  I  believe  forgot  thro'  that  dais  confusion  to  direct  it. 

You'l  see  our  Melancholy  Circumstances  by  the  Governors  letter, 
&  my  Opinion  of  the  method  of  keeping  the  inhabitants  in  this 
County. 

Whieh  will  require  all  possible  dispatch — if  we  had  immediate 
assurances  of  relief  a  great  N"".  wou'd  stay,  and  the  inhabitants 


*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  YI,  p.  CG8. 
Vol.  n.— 20 
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shou'd  be  adyertisM  not  to  drive  off,  Dor  waste  their  Beef,  Cattle,  &e. 
I  have  not  so  much  as  Sent  off  my  wife  fearing  an  111  Precedent, 
bat  most  do^it  now  I  believe^  together  with  the  Pablick  papers  &  your 
own. 

There  are  no  inhabitants  on  Juniata,  nor  on  Tusoorora  by  this  time, 

my  Bro.  W*  being  just  come  in Montour  &  Monaghatootha  are 

a  going  to  the  Governor,  the  former  is  greatly  suspected  of  being  ao 
Enemy  in  his  heart— lis  hard  to  tell,  you-  oan  compare  what  they 
say  to  the  Gover*  with  what  I  have  wrote. 

I  have  no  Notion  of  a  Large  Army,  but  of  great  Danger  from 
Scouting  parties. 

Perhaps  David  or  M'.  Levers  Cou'd  find  me  a  in  soma 

hand  that  won't  Use  them. 

♦  •  «  4c  3|C  2|C 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Province,  Philad*.'*' 

Indoned, 
John  Armstrong,  2'  Nov'^  1755. 


Timothy  Horsefibld  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Bethlehem,  Nov*  2,  1755. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour, 

S',  •  _ 

As  the  People  in  the  parts  adjacent  are  under  frightful  appro- 
hensions  of  the  French  Indians  coming  Down  am'bngst  them,  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  Inform  you  y*  this  Evening  two  of  the  Brethren  re- 
turned from  a  Journey  to  the  Susquehanna,  whome  I  have  Examin- 
ed on  their  Solemn  Affirmation,  being  all  the  Authentick  Ace'  I  can 
cjme  at  which  I  herewith  Inclose, 

Your  Honour's  Very 

Obedient  Humble  ServS 

TIMO.  HORSFIELD. 
Directed. 

To  The  Honbl.  Bob^  Hunter  Morris^  Esq'.,  Governor  of  Pensyt 
vania. 

Indorsed. 

Timothy  Horsfields  letter  to  the  Governor. 
Nov  2-,  1755. 

*  The  rest  of  the  letter  is  torn  off,  probably  for  the  autograph.  There  is 
one  of  same  date  and  parport  to  Govt.    See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  YL,  p.  676. 
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Examination  op  Moravians,  1755. 

.  Bethlehem,  Nov  2*,  1755. 

M'.  Christian  Seidel  and  M'.  David  ^eissberger,  being  examined 
on  their  Solemn  Affirmation  before  me^  Timothy  Horsfield,  One  of 
his  Maj^  Jastices  of  tho  Peace  for  the  County  of  Northamton,  at 
their  return  from  their  Journey  to  the  Susquehanna,  affirmed  as  fol- 
lows: 

Q.  When  came  You  to  the  Susquehanna  ? 

A.  The  twentysixth  of  Oct'  last. 

Q.  What  Places  were  You  at  there  ? 

A.  At  Waionring,  the  Shawanos  Town,  and  at  Lechaweke,  th9 
Minnissing  Town. 

Q.  What  Stay  did  Yon  make  there? 

A.  Six  days. 

Q.  What  was  vour  proper  Business  there  ? 

A.  Being  invited  by  the  Indians,  We  went  there  to  preach  the 
Gospel,  which  we  did  twice  at  Lechaweke. 

Q.  What  Knowlege  have  you  of  the  Disturbance  which  lately 
happened  in  those  Parts  ? 

A.  All  we  know  is  what  the  Shawanos  Chief,  nam'd  Sackshanos, 
told  Us,  viz^,  That  He  and  some  other  Chiefs  of  the  Indians,  living 
on  the  Susquehanna,  were  called  down  by  the  Shamokin  Indians^ 
and  accordingly  they  went,  and  Saturday,  the  25  of  last  month,  as 
they  sat  in  Consultation,  there  came  49  white  People  to  them  and 
told  them  the  French  Indians  were  very  near  on  the  other  side  of 
the  River,  the  Indians  advised  them  to  stay  on  that  side  and  not  go 
over  the  River,  but  they  would  needs  go  over,  and  having  crossd 
over  about  6  miles  below  Shomokln,  near  George  Gabriel's  they 
were  attacked  by  some  Indians ;  and  that  He,  the  aforesaid  Chief, 
with  Others,  and  some  of  their  Young  men,  went  the  next  day  over, 
and  going  down  the  River  they  came  to  the  Place  where  the  En- 
gagement had  been  the  day  before,  where  they  found  3  White  men 
who  had  been  kilFd,  and  a  little  farther  on  the  River  Side  they 
found  Another  dead,  not  shot,  but  supposed  to  have  been  drownd  in 
trying  to  Escape ;  at  some  distance  farther  they  found  a  Suit  of 
Womens  Cloaths,  with  a  pair  of  new  Shoes,  lying  near  the  River, 
which  they  tho'  must  have  belongd  to  some  One  who  endeavourd  to 
escape  by  crossing  the  River.     Then  they  followd  the  Track  further 
into  the  Woods,  where  the  said  Chief  espied  a  Sapling  cut  down, 
and  near  by  a  Grub  twisted  ;  then  He  called  to  the  Company  and 
said  these  marks  betokend  Something,  and  upon  Search  they  found  a 
Parcel  of  Leaves  raked  together,  upon  removing  which  they  found 
a  fresh  Grave  in  which  lay  an  Indian  who  had  been  shot,  and  well 
dressd,  by  the  Hairs  of  his  Head  being  pulld  out  excepting  a  Tuflft 
on  bis  Crown,  they  discoverd  Him  to  be  a  French  Mohawk  Indian ; 
they  Btrippd  and  scalpd  Him.    They  also  found  a  Glove  all  bloody 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


4«^  PSNNSTLYANU  ASGHIVBS  1756. 

Ijing  by  a  Tree  which  had  beea  rery  much  shot,  which  they  iman^ 
ioed  to  have  •belongd  to  Thomaa  McOee,  an  Indian  Trader )  Then 
they  went  to  Q«orge  Oabriela  Plantation,  where  they  saw  Indian 
Traoks  on  the  plowd  Groandsi  and  that  his  Corn  was  burnt,  but 
what  was  become  of  Him  and  his  Family  They  knew  not. 
Q.  What  Situation  did  You  find  the  Indians  in  ? 
A.  They  are  in  great  Fear  of  the  French  Indians,  and  are  also 
much  concemd  lest  the  white  People  should  think  that  they  had  a 
Hand  In  the  late  Disturbance,  vizt.  the  Indians  at  Wayoming.  At 
Lechaweke  they  were  intirely  ignorant  of  the  whole  Affair,  for  as 
We  came  there  They  were  all  together  at  their  Thanksgiving  Har- 
vest Feast.  As  far  as  We  could  observe  they  are  all  well  imected 
toward  the  English.  And  the  forementiond  Chief  fully  intends  to 
borne  here  to  Bethlehem  on  a  Visit  shortly. 

Q.  What  do  You  know  of  the  Disturbance  said  to  have  happen'd 
lately  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Gnadenhitten  ? 

A.  When  We  came  to  Gnadenhitten  yesterday  the  first  Inst^  We 
found  all  in  Peace  and  Quietness,  but  as  We  camdHo  day  thro'  the 
Gap  We  found  above  a  Hundred  People  in  a  great  Fright,  who  told 
Us  that  George  Custard  was  murtherd,  We  made  answer  that  He 
was  alive  last  night,  and  was  seen  and  spoke  with  by  two  of  Our 
People  from  Gnadenhitten,  viz^  Shweigart  and  Pressor,  Pressor  be- 
ing then  in  Company  with  Us.     And  further  We  know  not. 

Tuken  before  me, 

TIMO.  HORSFIBLD. 
Indorted. 

Ilorafields  Letter  To  the  Governor.     Nov'  2*,  177. 
Examination  of  Scidel  &  Zeisberger. 


DsDiMXTS  TO  James  Hamilton  to  Fill  Commissions, 

1765. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  & 
Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent  &  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

To  the  Hono'ble  James  Hamilton,  Esquire. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  Intelligence  that  a  large  Body  of  French 
k  Indians  have  entered  this  Province,  and  are  said  to  be  Encamped 
on  the  Susquehannah,  below  the  Forks,  and  it  is  nectary  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  County,  who  are  now  arming  for  their  De- 
fence, should  be  furnished  with  Military  Commissions,  in  order  to 
render  their  act  legal,  Reposinff  special  trust  &  Confidence  in  your 
Loyalty  &  Prudence,  I  do  hereby  give  &  grant  unto  you,  full  power 

*  See  ezamxDation  of  2  others,  Not.  Idth. 
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lo  fill  op  the  CommissioDS  herewith  given  jouy  with  the  names  of 
each  PenoDs  as  you  shall  think  worthy  of  the  trust,  and  fit  to  be 
employed  upon  the  present  ocoason,  &  the  commissions  so  by  yoa 
filled,  I  do  hereby  Declare  to  be  to  all  intents  and^  purposes,  as  good 
as  if  I  had  inserted  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  ihey  are  given 
before  signing  and  sealing  the  said  commissions. 
Indorsed, 

Draught  of  a  Dcdimus  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  fill  up  Military  Com- 
missions in  Lancaster  County.  Nov'r  y<'  8d,  1755.  issued  in  Council, 
Nov'r,  1755.  . 


Geo.  Stbvenson  to  R.  Peteks,  1755. 

lyS'. 

Herewith  you  have  a  Copy  of  Ben  Chambers's  Letter,*  rece'd 
about  an  hour  ago.  We  have  formed  a  Counsil  here  of  the  Prin- 
cipal Inhabitants,  who  join  with  me  in  beging  you  to  deliver  the' 
Petition  &  Copy  of  Letter  herewith  sent,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  As- 
sembly, and  pray  them  in  our  Names  &  behalf,  for  God's  sake  either 
to  send  us  Arms,  Ammunition  &  Blankets,  and  a  Letter  to  encourage 
the  People,  &  assure  us  of  what  we  may  expect,  or  else  our  Country 
will  be  deserted.  The  Bearer  waits^  I  refer  you  to  our  Letter  & 
other  .papers  sent  to  the  Governor.  I  am,  D'  S%  in  the  greatest 
Distress^ 

T"  most  affectionately, 

GEO.  STEVENSON, 
Tork,  Monday,  Nov.  3^ 

i  an  hour  past  11  A.  M. 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq.;  See^  of  ihe  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gov  MoRKis  TO  Conrad  Wbiser,  1755. 

Sir, 

The  Express  arrived  from  Beading  last  night  with  yonr  dispatches, 
for  which  I  make  you  iny  Acknowledgments,  and  Cannot,  in  Justice 
to  the  Zeal  and  Industry  of  the  Magistrates  of  your  County,  omit 
expressing  the  Satisfaction  I  have  in  your  Conduct. 

I  have  Prevailed  on  Mr.  Benzel,  an  Officer  who  has  seen  a  good 
deal  of  Foreign  Service,  &  raised  near  two  hundred  recruits  for  the 

♦  Soe  CoL  Reo.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  676,. 
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late  Oenenl  Breddock,  in  tfais  Province  snd  the  Lower  Counties,  to 
go  to  jonr  Assistance,  and  he  will,  I  am  Persuaded,  take  the  highest 
Pleasure  in  being  usefol  to  jou^  both  by  his  advice  and  Personal 
Service. 

Continue  to  give  me  your  Intelligence  on  every  new  Occasion,  and 
thank  for  me  your  Brethren  in  the  Commission,  &  every  one  else 
who  stands  up  for  the  Defence  of  his  Country.    I  am^ 

Sir,  &c. 

ROBT.  H.  morris/ 
Philada.  Nov  3-,  1755. 

Indorsed, 

Copy  to  Conrad  Weiser,  sent  by  Mr.  Benzel. 


Adam  Hoops  to  Gov,  Morris,  1755. 

Cannogogig,  Nov.  Sd,  1755. 
Oentlenien, 

I  am  sorry  I  have  to  trouble  you  with  this  Melancholy  and  dis- 
sgreeable  News,  For  on  Saturday,  I  rec*  an  Express  from  Peters 
Township,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  great  Cove  were  all  Mur- 
thered  or  taken  Captive,  &  their  Houses  and  Barns  all  in  Flames, 
Some  few  fled,  upon  notice  brought  them  by  a  certain  Patrick  Bums; 
a  Captive,  that  made  his  Escape  that  very  Morning  before  this  sad 
Tragady  was  done.  Upon  information  asafores*,  John  Potter,  Esq., 
and  Self,  sent  Expresses  through  our  Neighbourhood,  which  induced 
many  of  tl\em  to  Meet  with  us  as  afores*,  at  John  McDooles'  Mill, 
where  I  with  many  others  had  the  unhappy  prospect  to  see  the 
Smoke  of  two  houses  that  was  set  on  Fire  by  the  Indians,  vi^,  Mat- 
thew Patton^s  and  Meshech  James's,  where  their  Cattle  was  shot 
down,  and  horses  standing  bleeding,  with  Indian  Arrows  in  them, 
but  the  Indians  fled.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Steel,  John  Potter,  Esq., 
and  Several  others  with  us,  to  the  Number  of  about  an  hundred, 
went  in  Quest  gf  the  Indians,  with  all  the  Expedition  Immaginable, 
but  to  no  Success ;  these  Indians  have  likewise  taken  two  Women 
Captives,  belonging  to  said  Township.  I  very  much  Fear  the  Patb 
Valley  has  undergone  the  same  Fate.  George  Crohan  was  at  Au« 
wick,  where  he  had  a  Small  Foit  and  about  35  Men,  but  whether 
he  has  been  Molested  or  not,  we  cannot  as  yet  say.  We,  to  beaure, 
are  in  as  bad  Circumstances  as  ever  any  poor  Christians  were  evei? 
in,  For  the  Cries  of  Widowers,  Widows,  fatherless  and  Motherless 
Children,  with  many  others  for  their  Relations,  are  enough  to  Pierce 
the  most  hardest  of  hearts ;  Likewise  it's  a  very  Sorrowful  spectide, 
to  see  those  y<  Escaped  with  their  lives  not  a  Mouthful  to  Eat,  or 
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3ed  to  lie  on,  or  Clotlis  to  Cover  their  Nakedness,  or  keep  them 
warm,  but  all  they  bad  consumed  into  Ashes.  These  deplorable  Cir- 
oumstanecs,  cries  aloud  for  j'  Hon'*  most  Wise  Consideration,  that 
y  Hon"  would  take  Cognizance  of  and  Grant  what  shall  seem  most 
meet,  for  it  is  realy  very  Shocking,  U  must  be,  for  the  Husband  to 
see  the  wife  of  h  s  Bosom,  her  head  cut  off,  and  the  Children's  blood 
drank  like  Water,  by  these  Bloody  &  Cruel  Savages,  as  We  are  In- 
foraied  has  been  the  Fate  of  many.  Whilst  I  am  writing,  I  had  lur 
telligence  by  some  that  fled  out  of  the  Coves,  that  Chiefly  the  upper 
part  of  it  was  killed  and  taken ;  One  Galloways  Son  escaped  after 
he  saw  his  Grand  Mother  shot  down,  and  other  relations  taken  Pri- 
soners. Likewise,  from  some  News  I  have  likewise  heard,  I  am  ap^ 
prehensive  that  Geor.  Crohan  is  in  distross,  tho'  just  now  Mr.  Bard, 
with  about  40  Men,  left  my  house,  and  we  intend  to  joyn  him  to 
Morrow,  at  McDoweFs  Mill,  with  all  the  force  we  can  raise,  in  order 
to  see  w*  damages  are  done,  and  for  his  relief.  As  we  have  no  Maga- 
zines at  Present  to  Supply  the  Guards  or  Scouts,  the  whole  Weight 
of  their  Maintenance  lies  Chiefly  upon  a  few  Persons.  I  Pray  y' 
Hon**  to  excuse  w^  Blund"  are  by  reason  of  haste,  &c. 

I  am;  with  due  Regard,  y 

Hon"  Most  Ob*  hum"*  Serv*  to  Com*, 

ADAM  HOOPS. 
Directed, 

To  His  Hon'  Robert  Hanter  Morris,  Esq',  Gov  &  Commander  m 
Chief  over  Pensilva.,  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  These. 

Indortedj 
Adam  Hoops,  3  Nov.,  Rece'd  6th  Nov,  at^  night,  9  o'clock. 


Edward  Shippbn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Lancaster,  4**  Nov',  1755. 

Honoured  Sir : 

Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Burd,  and  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Coll*  Benjamin  Chambers,*  which  confirm  the  melancholy  accounts 
we  have  had  of  the  Enemy.  The  People  of  this  County  are  very 
willing  to  join  in  repelling  the  Invaders,  but  are  without  order,  and 
many  want  arms.     There  are  five  Companys  now  in  this  Town  from 

«  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  676. 
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tbe  Lower  end  of  this  County  and  the  upper  end  of  Chester  Cbtfoty, 
besides  three  Companjs  belonging  to  the  Town. 
I  am 
Year  Hononrs  most  obed* 
Humble  Servant, 

EPWD.  SHIPPKN. 

Dlrecter^, 
To  The  Hon*'*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

ln(lor9ed. 

Edward  Shippen's  Letter,  directed  to^  the  Governour,  Nov'  4% 
1756. 


Wm.  Till  to  Rich'd  Peters,  1755. 

S': 

I  rece'd  Yours  Yesterday  with  the  melancholy  acco*  of  the  Situa- 
tion of  Our  affairs,  &  the  loss  of  our  poor  Inhabitants,  as  well  as  the 
Intentions  of  the  worst  of  Enemys,  speedily  to  invade  the  Province, 
&c.,  but  I  hope  by  the  Blessing  of  God  &  the  measures  that  are  now 
taking,  may  frustrate  their  Cruel  &  wicked  Scheems  &  prevent  any 
further  Barbarity.  No  sooner  did  I  receive  your  Iictter,  than  with- 
out  loss  of  Time,  I  wrote  to  the  Magistrates  of  Kent  &  Sussex,  en- 
closing copys  of  Papers  you  sent  me  &  desiring  them  to  forward 
their  Kecomendations  to  His  Hon',  the  Governor,  for  their  Officers, 
that  they  might  have  their  Comissions  sent  to  them,  &;  I  have  also 
sent  to  many  parts  of  the  County  Copys  of  the  same  Papers  w^^ 
gave  acco*  of  the  Situation  of  Our  Affairs,  so  that  the  whole  by  this 
Time  is  well  known  in  every  part  of  this  Government,  &  never  were 
there  any  People  more  willing  to  go  against  the  Enemy  in  the  Sup- 
port &  Defence  of  their  Country  than  they  appear  to  be.  Seven  or 
Eight  Hundred  people,  I  am  informed,  appeared  in  Arms  yesterday 
near  Christine  Bridge,  k  will  hi  ready  to  obey  the  directions  of  their 
Officers.  I  also  wrote  to  Coll«  Armstrong.  Enclosed  is.  a  Petition 
of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  in  respect  to  the  Officers  to  be 
nppointed,  there  has  been  a  Division  some  time  among  them, 
in  respect  to  Mr.  Finney  &  McWilliams,  w^^  I  cannot  setle,  they 
stand  both  indifferent  to  me,  &  I  shall  be  pleased  w*h  either  His 
Honour  Shall  appoint,  but  it  is  certain  the  latter  is  the  best  Quali- 
fied, as  .ho  can  give  the  word  of  Comand  &  Muster  the  Men,  &o.    X 
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how  70U  have  little  Leisure;  therefore  I  will  take  up  no  more  of 
jour  time  than  that  I  am 

Yo'  affection*'  Hum*>«  Serv*, 

WM.  TILL. 
New  Castle,  the  4«>»  Nov',  1755. 
May  all  Popish  Soheems  Perish. 
Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'.,  Philad^- 

Indorsed. — Officers  for  Newcastle,  4  Nov,  1755. 


James  Alexanbbb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Dear  Sir : 

Tour  first  Express  Delivered  your  Letter  to  me,  and  your  Letter 
to  his  Ex'y,  our  Govemour,  about  one  Ulrick,  &  I  sent  to  Summon 
our  Counsellers  to  meet  at  two,  and  while  mett  your  2^  Express 
came  with  further  intelligence,  upon  which  they  were  of  opinion  that 
as  General  Shirley  &  our  Govemour  are  both  dayly  Expected  here, 
that  one  of  the  Expresses  should  go  round  by  water,  there  being  two 
vessels  to  Sail  for  Albany  to-morrow  morning,  &  to  speak  to  every 
vessel  coming  down,  and  the  rather  for  that  both  their  horses  are 
tired  k  it  would  be  Difficult  to  get  fresh  horses  here  &  by  the  way. 

I  can  assure  you  that  theres  neither  arms  or  ammunition  here  be- 
longing to  the  Grown,  and  it  was  with  great  Difficulty  that  arms  were 
got  for  the  830  men  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  a  great  part  where- 
of were  bought  in  &  brought  from  V erginea,  &  the  rest  bought  here 
and  his  Ex'y  when  he  went  to  Albany  carried  with  him  200  that  he 
brought  from  England  for  the  ludians,  &  bought  here  300  more  & 
carried  them  also  with  him  for  Gen'l  Johnson's  army.  I  am  inform- 
ed that  about  500  may  now  be  bought  in  thia  town  in  very  few 
bands,  and  if  your  Assembly  will  Enable  you  &  send  an  Express 
ih&f  may  be  had.  •       . 

I  am  heartyly  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Loss  of  the  Lives  of  sojmany 
of  your  people  &  the  posssibility  of  the  Ffrenoh  &  Indians  fixeng 
themselves  in  your  Province,  at  least  of  wintering  in  it,  but  it  may 
be  all  for  the  better,  or  whatever  is  is  right.  ^  It  may  open  the  Eyes 
of  your  Province  and  induce  it  to  join  in  the  Common  Cause 
whereas  with  this  Schock  there  was  no  Likelyhood  of  it. 

Your  brother  is  with  me  Since  I  begun  this  and  is  well. 

The^  returning  Express  waiting,  I  must  in  haste  Conclude. 
DeurSir, 

Your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Serv^, 

JA.  ALEXANDER. 

New  York.  Nov'  4%  1755. 

The  inclosed  came  last  night  from  Cap*  Spry  at  Phila. 

20* 
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Directed. 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'',  Lieutenant  Gov' 
&  Commander-in-Ciiief  of  Pennsjlvaniay  &o.;  Philadelphia. 

Indoned, 

'  James  Alexander.    BeoM  by  James  Scully  the  Express.     In 
Council  7  Nov. 


Georqs  Stevenson  to  Rev.  Mr.  Smith. 

Rev*.  Jy  8% 

The  grand  Quaere  here  now  is,  whether  we  shall  stand  or  run  ? 
most  are  willing  to  stand,  but  have  not  Arms  nor  Ammunition,  this 
is  the  Cry  of  the  People. 

I  have  sent  repeated  Petitions  to  the  Housej  Letters  to  the 
Governor  to  M'.  Peters,  &  one  to  M'.  Allen,  but  no  Answer;  for 
my  own  Part,  I  am  in  the  greatest  Distress.  The  whole  Country 
run  to  me,  and  I  have  neither  Arms  nor  Ammunition  to  give  them, 
nor  can  Credit  nor  Money  buy  these  things;  with  the  Assistance  of 
tbe  Justices,  M'.  Lishy,  So  some  principal  Men  on  the  Spot,  I  spirit 
up  the  People  all  I  can.  We  have  sent  53  Men  to  Harris's  last 
Monday  from  this  Town;  such  as  have  Arms  stand  ready,  and  We 
watch  Night  &  Day ;  People  from  Cumberland  are  going  thro'  this 
Town  hourly  in  Droves,  and  the  Neighbouring  Inhab^  are  flocking 
into  this  Town  Defenceless  as  it  is;  for  the  Distress  of  the  People 
Westward,  refer  you  to  M'.  Dougherty,  the  Bearer;  Sohools,  I  can 
neither  think  nor  say  ought  about. 

I  beg  a  few  Lines  to  tell  me  what  you  see  &  hear,  &  whether  any 
Relief  is  to  be  speedily  expected  from  our  Rulers. 

Perhaps  I  may  not  be  here  to  receive  your  Letter,  but  be  suro 
write,  for  if  I  fly  it  will  not  be  to  Quakers,  I  will  go  to  Maryland. 
Excuse  this  Trouble.  I  must  add  that  M'.  Barton  heads  a  Comp^, 
M'.  Bay  another^  &c.,  &o. 

I  am,  B'  8*,  with  great  Esteem, 
T'  most  obed«  H*»«  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 
York,  Wed.  5th  Nov.  1755, 
8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Rev*.  M'.  Smith. 

Indorsed. — Geo.  Stevenson. 
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B.  Fbaneldt  to  B.  Petirs,  1755. 

Wednesday  mom'. 
Sir, 

The  Bearers  tell  me  tbat  you  have  promised  to  furnish^  them  with 
what  Arms  &  Ammunition  they  have  Occasion  for,  provided  the 
Assembly  will  engage  to  pay  for  them.  If  the  Oovemor  judges  it 
for  thQ  Publick  Service  to  spare  some  of  the  few  Arms  at  present 
to  be  got,  to  a  Township  so  &r  within  the  Settlements,  (as  it  may 
be,  if  the  People  march  with  them  to  the  Frontiers,)  I  engage  in 
behalf  of  the  Assembly,  to  see  them  paid  for.  Please  to  send  me  a 
Bill  of  the  Qoantity  and  Amount. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obcd*  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
Directed.— To  Rich*.  Peters,  Esq'. 

Lidor^ed — Ben  Franklin,  4  Nov'.  1755. 


E.  Peters  to  B.  Fbakklin,  1755. 
Sir, 

Three  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  Layoock  Townjhip  brought  me  yoar 
Letter  of  this  morning,  &  is  answered. 

The  Governor  orders  me  to  tell  you  that  whenever  Arms  and^ 
Ammunition  are  put  into  his  hands,  he  will  dispose  of  them  in  the 
best  manner  he  can  for  the  publick  Service. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humb.  Sev^ 
Wednesday  mom<,  5  Nov'.  1755. 
Directed. — ^To  Benj".  Franklin,  Esquire. 


J.  PowNALL,  Sbc'y,  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Whitehall,  Nov'.  4th,  1755. 
Sir, 

The  Post  Master  Gkneral  havine,  in  Obedience  to  His  Majesty's 
Commands,  provided  Vessels  for  the  carrying  on  a  regular  Monthly 
Correspondence  with  His  Majesty's  American  Colonies,  I  am  direct- 
ed by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  acquaint 
you  therewith,  and  that  the  first  of  these  Vessels  will  be  dispatched 
for  the  Continent  on  the  15th  of  this  Month  to  go  and  return  be- 
tween Falmouth  and  New  York,  where  the  first  Vessel  is  to  remain 
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twenty  Days;  And  as  it  is  of  great  Importanoe  to  His  Majest/s 
Service,  that  their  Lordships  should  have  frequent  and  certain  Intel- 
ligence of  the  true  State  of  all  His  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Planta- 
tions in  America,  their  Lordships  desire,  that  yon  will  not  fail  of 
aequainting  them  by  the  Retnm  of  every  Pacquet  with  all  publick 
Occnrreoces  which  may  happen  in  the  Province  under  your  Govern- 
ment, and  likewise  transmit  to  their  Lordships  all  such  publick 
Papers  as  are  required  to  be  transmitted. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 
humble  Servant, 

JOHN  POWNALL,  Secr'y. 
Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

I/.  Q-oV.  of  Pennsylania. 

Indorsed. — Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade.  Establishment  of  Packet 
Boats.* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  1765. 

Copy. 
Sir: 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  well,  and  either  arrived  at  New  York  or 
nigh  it. 

Last  Night  an  Express  arrived  with  the  Inclosed  Intelligence  from 
the  Westward,  soon  after  which  my  Assembly  sent  me  a  Messaffo, 
a  Copy  of  which  attends  you  with  their  proposing  to  Inquire  what  In- 
justice had  bepn  done  the  Indians  now  Employed  in  Scalping  the  In- 
habitants, and  assuring  me  that  they  woald  Endeavour  to  regain 
their  Friendship.  Such  Language  at  this  time,  and  while  the  Pro- 
vince  is  under  its  present  Circumstances,  seems  to  me^  very  Extraor- 
dinary, but  is  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  their  behaviour.  Upon 
this  Answer  and  Intelligence,  1  propose  to  set  off  for  the  back  Coun- 
tys  to  put-  things  into  some  order,  and  do  what  I  can  for  the  safety 
and  defence  of  the  People,  tho'-very  little  is  in  my  Power. 

Herewith  I  send  you  some  Letters  that  came  under  Cover  to  me 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  also  one  from  the  Lords  of  Trade^ 
and  am  in  great  haste. 

ROB.  H.  MORRIS. 
To  Gov  Sharpe. 

Philadelphia,  6*>»  NoveuL,  1755. 
Indoried, 

Governor  Morris's  Lett'  to  Governor  Sharpe,  6'*  Novem',  1755. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  684. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gbn'l  Shirlby,  1755. 

Sir: 

Herewith  I  have  the  Honoar  to  send  jou  several  letters  that  S' 
Thomas  Robinson  recomended  to  my  care,  and  the  further  intelli- 
gence that  I  have  receiyed  from  the  Westward,  giving  an  ace*  of  the 
distraction  of  some  more  of  our  inhabitants,  upon  which  I  sent  an- 
other message  to  mj  Assembly,  but  have  no  reason  to  expect  any 
aid  from  them,  as  they  tell  me,  in  answer  to  my  first  message,  that 
they  propose  to  regain  the  affections  of  the  Indians  now  employd  in 
slai^hterinff  the  people,  and  are  entering  into  an  Inquiry  what  In- 
justice has  been  done  them.  Such  a  conduct  at  this  time,  when  hard- 
ly an  hour  passes  without  bringing  some  accounts  of  fresh  murders/ 
is  to  me  shocking  beyond  paralell,  and  argues  a  very  great  Indiffer- 
rcnce  as  to  the  hapyness  or  misery  of  the  people.  In  this  situation 
of  affairs,  without  men,  money,  arms  or  amunition  at  my  disposal,  I 
do  not  see  how  I  can  Protect  the  People  or  secure  the  Province  from 
being  laid  wast,  unless  you  will  supply  me  w*^  TroOps  and  money 
for  that  Purpose ;  the  former  I  have  already  applyd  for,  and  the 
latter  I  must  now  desire  you  will  furnish  me  with.  You  will  see  by 
the  inclosed  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  that  I  am  directed  to 
apply  to  you  upon  all  emergcncys,  and  tho'  the  Expence  of  the  Pre- 
sent service  is  properly  chargeable  to  this  government,  yet  as  the 
Assembly,  either  from  Principal  or  some  other  cause,  wiU  not  pro- 
vide for  its  security ;  it  is  very  clear  to  me  that  the  thing  ought  ne- 
vertheless to  be  done  and  the  Province  made  to  refun^d  what  the 
Crown  shall  advance  upon  the  Present  occasion.  If  this  People  and 
Province  are  not  at  this  critical  Conjuncture  defended  by  the  Crown, 
I  cannot  see  any  thing  that  will  hinder  these  savages,  under  the  di- 
rections of  the  French  that  are  with  them  from  over  runing  and  dis- 
troyiog  this  whole  Province,  which  you  are  sensible  will  be  a  greater 
Injury  to  the  Crown  and  nation  of  Britain,  than  the  expenoe  of  a 
few  thousand  Pounds  advanced  for  its  Protection.  I  need  not  ob- 
serve to  you,  sir,  that  numbers  without  discipline  are  of  no  use  and 
only  serve  to  increase  confusion. 

Had  the  Proprietarys  of  this  Province  any  sum  of  money  in  Bank 
here  I  should  most  readily  make  use  of  it,  or  a  part  of  it,  upon  the 
Present  occasion.  But  their  money  is  due  in  small  sums  from  the 
people,  and  comes  in  but  slowly  at  this  time. 

What  sum  the  Present  exigency  may  require  is  impossible  for  me 
to  say,  but  If  you  think  it  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  nation  to 
trust  any  money  with  me  upon  the  present  occasion,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  its  being  employed  in  the  most  frugal  manner  possible, 
and  regular  accounts  given  you  from  time  to  time  in  what  manner 
it  is  laid  out.  I  have  some  provisions  left  in  my  hands  that  were 
bought  for  Gen^  Braddock,  which  I  propose  to  use  upon  the  present 
occasion,  as  thoy  remain  m  the  back  parts  of  the  Province  where 
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they  will  be  wanted.     I  have  directed  some  other  parcells  of  those 
Provisions  to  be  sold,  that  I  might  settle  the  aoeoants  of  the  Car- 
rolina  bills  sent  me  hj  the  late  Gen^ 
To  Gen'  Shirley. 
PhUad^  6^  Nov,  1765. 

Indorsed, 
PD  Lett'  to  Gen>  Shirley,  dated  6<^  Novem',  1755. 


Gov.  MoBRis  TO  Gen.  Shirlbt,  1756. 

Dbab  Sir  : — 

I  heartily  oongratulate  yon  on  the  Trust  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  repose  in  you  upon  the  Present  occasion,  and  hope  you 
will  soon  recieve  his  Majestys  Commission,  appointing  you  to  the 
Command  of  his  troop  npon  this  occasion,  In  which  you  know  I 
wish  you  all  imaginary  success,  and  that  by  your  means  these  Colo* 
nys  may  be  secured  forever  against  the  designs  of  our  ambitious 
Euemys,  who  have  never  recieved  any  check  in  America  but  from 
yourself.  You  will  find,  my  D'  Sir,  great  difficultys  to  strugle  with 
as  you  will  have  to  do  with  many  men  that  are  more  intent  upon 
shewing  their  own  knowledge  and  abilities^  than  in  promoUng  the 
Publick  advantage.  You  already  see  things  Properly  where  you  are, 
and  will  doubtless  do  so  every  where  else.  Upon  this  occasion,  I 
think  you  should  fill  up  all  the  vacancys  in  the  troops,  and  if  there 
be  any  advancement  that  you  think  my  nephew  capable  of,  I  hope 
you  will  have  him  in  your  mind. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  you  with 
Coppys  of  all  my  letters  to  the  late  General,  which  I  shall  do  as  soon 
as  my  time  will  permit,  but  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
Province  I  have  not  a  moments  time  to  spare.  I  wish  I  could  meet 
^ou  at  New  York,  but  do  not  at  present  see  any  prospect  of  having 
It  in  my  power. 

I  intended  M'.  Benzill  should  have  attended  you  with  this,  but 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  him  into  one  of  the  back 
County s  to  put  things  into  some  order,  and  as  soon  as  he  returns, 
which  I  expect  will  be  in  a  short  time,  he  will  wait  on  you,  and  I 
think  you  will  find  him  an  active  good  officer. 
I  am,  with  great  Esteem, 
D'  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Humb«  Serv*. 

Philad*,  Nov  6%  1755. 

Indorsed, 

Dft  of  a  Letter  to  Gen'  Shirley,  Ndv  6%  1756. 
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Gov.  Belcher  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  have  ^  Expresses,  jour  several  Letters  from  New  Castle  & 
Phil*  of  Oct'.  29**,  and  the  1  &  2  Ins* ;  with  the  several  Letters 
they  Inclosed;  giving  an  Account  of  the  Approach  of  the  French 
and  Indians,  towards  jour  Province,  and  in  their  Waj  committing 
the  most  harbarous  Outrages,  in  murdering*  and  captivating  the  In- 
habitants, as  thej  come  along;  and  all  this  without  Resbtanoe, 
Burelj  jour  Assemblj  will  no  longer  be  deaf  and  silent^  to  the 
Shrieks  &  Cries  of  their  Murdered  Neighbours. 

I  have  summond  the  Assemblj  of  this  Province,  to  meet  me  here 
on  Wednesdaj  next,  the  12  Ins* ;  when  I  shall  laj  before  them, 
what  jou  have  sent  me,  respecting  the  present  Exigencj  of  Affairs ; 
but  if  Pensjlvanla  who  maj  readilj  raise  twentj  or  thirtj  Thousand 
men,  will  do  nothing  for  the  Defence  of  their  Countrj,  or  for  saving 
the  Lives  of  their  Wives  and  Children,  I  am  afraid  the  Assemblj  of 
this  poor  little  Province,,  will  hardlj  think  it  reasonable,  to  send 
their  People  out  of  the  Province,  in  defence  of  their  Neighbours, 
and  so  leave  themselves  to  the  Incursions  and  Depredations  of  the 
Enem  J,  In  this  Time  of  common  Danger. 

We  have  no  Arms  in  this  Province  belonging  to  the  Crown,  and 
indeed  but  verj  few,  and  little  A  munition,  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
vince, or  to  the  Inhabitants,  or  I  shoud  readilj  liave  answ'  jour  Re- 
quest, on  that  Head. 

General  Shirlej  has  under  his  Command,  at  Albanj,  Oswego,  and 
Lake-George,  eight  or  nine  thousand  men  ;  that  I  shou'd  think  it 
wou'd  be  pruddht  for  jou,  in  this  Time  of  distress,  to  make  earlj 
and  pressing  Application  to  him,  to  send,  for  His  Majestj*  Service 
&  Honour,  and  for  the  Safetj  of  these  Colonies,  two  or  three  Thou- 
sand of  those  Troops,  till  thej  shall  be  more  wanted  elsewhere. 

I  observe  in  jours  of  the  2'  Curr* ;  that  the  French  &,  Indians  are 
making  rapid  marches,  towards  these  Colonies,  and  I  have  therefore 
this  daj  sent  mj  Orders  "^  Express,  to  everj  Col^  in  this  Province, 
immediatelj  to  muster  his  Regiment,  and  to  have  them  in  the  best 
Beadiaess,  for  marching  &  repelling  the  enemj  if  thej  shoud  enter 
this  Province ;  which,  it  is  well  known,  is  in  a  miserable  defenceless 
State.  I  wish  jou,  and  jour  Province,  the  Favour  and  Protection 
of  Almightj  God.     I  am, 

Honourable  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

J.  BELCHER. 

EKa*  Town,  (N.  J.) 
Nov.  6, 1755. 

L.  Gov'  Morris. 
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Edward  Shippbn  to  Gov.  Mokris. 

Honoured  Sir : 

Lancaster,  6  of  Not'.  1755. 

I  am  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  there  are  about  a  Thousand 
men  in  arms  gODC  up  to  John  Harris's,  within  the  je  two  Days ; 
and  this  morning  Mr.  Hamilton  took  horso  to  meet  them  There,  ao- 
eording  to  his  promise,  as  thej  insissted  upon  having  his  Oompany 
at  the  place  of  Rendezvous.  Bat  before  Ihe  Army  would  move 
Mr.  Hamilton  &  Mr.  James  Wright,  were  obliged  to  promise  to 
bear  their  charge  upon  ye  road,  and  to  support  them  During  th^ 
Stay  abroad,  i  forwarded  and  assisted  the  Express  who  pa^ed  by 
here  yesterday  from  Connecocheegue  with  the  melancholly  news  of 
the  murder  of  many  families,  and  the  burning  of  their  houses ;  bat 
I  hope  a  Stop  will  soon  be  put  to  these  Devilish  practioeSi  by  the  1^ 
semblics  assistance  with  money  for  that  purpose. 

Yesterday  1  committed,  by  Mr.  Hamiltons  advice,  one  Michael 
Boussel,  who  calls  himself  a  French  deserter  from  Fort  dn  Quessne, 
which  he  left  last  april,  he  produces  two  passes  of  which,  the  in- 
closed are  copys ;  but  becaus'e  he  obtained  a  pass  from  the  Mayor  to 
go  to  New  York,  and  came  up  here,  we  did  not  thiok  proper  to  suf- 
fer him  to  proceed  any  further  uutil  your  Honpurs  pleasure  should 
be  known  herein.  The  fellow  calls  himself  a  weaver  by  trade,  and 
tells  us  he  lodges  at  David  Deshlers  in  Philad%  who  informed  him 
that  if  he  came  here  he  would  be  more  likely  to  be  employed  than 
in  New  York,  and  inclosed  is  David  Deshlers  Letter  to  his  bro'  in 
Law  Philip  La  Fievre,  in  this  County.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  let 
me  know  whether  I  shall  release  this  Roussel  or  not-  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton directed  that  the  Prison  Keeper  should  not  let  him  want  provi- 
sions; &o. 

I  am  your  Honours, 

'most  obed.  Hum.  Ser*. 

EDWD.  SHIPPEN. 

P.  S. — My  Son  Jo,  is  gone  Ensign  to  one  of  ye  Burrough  Com* 
panys. 
To  The  Hon^>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris  Esquire  Gov^ 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  &c.,  1755. 

Philad-.  6  Novem',  1755. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  Honour  to  Inclose  you  some  letters  that  were  reoom* 
mended  to  my  Care,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  wich  with  those  from 
the  Board  of  trade  arrived  here  in  a  ship  from  London  last  night, 
she  Brings  no  news  but  what  you  have  by  the  man  of  war  to  fio9> 
ton,  from  which  there  b  the  greatest  reason  in  the  World  to  imagine 
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that  a  war  is  unavoidablei  our  fleet  haying  takeA  and  sent  into  the 
several  porta  upward  of  two  hundred  French  ships  and  Vessels. 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  intelligence  that  the  Indians  have 
Catt  off  some  more  of  the  Inhabitants^  upon  the  western  frontier, 
eof^j  of  which  I  now  send  jou  as  also  of  two  messages  I  sent  to  the 
assemblj,  and  their  answer  to  the  firsts  wherein  you  will  observe 
that  instead  of  Providing  for  the  safety  of  the  Province,  and  the 
defence  of  the  inhabitants  they  are  going  into  an  Inquiry,  what  In* 
justice  has  been  done  to  the  Indians,  and  declare  they  intend  to  re- 
gain the  affection  of  the  People  now  Employed  in  slaughtering  the 
inhabitants,  and  laying  waste  the  Country,  such  a  conduct  may  be 
consistant  with  their  Principles  for  aught  I  know,  but  it  certainly  is 
not  Consistant  with  the  Duty  they  owe  to  the  Crown  or  their  con- 
stituents. 

Having  now  no  reason  to  Expect  any  aid  from  the  Assembly,  I 
propose  to  set  out  for  the  back  oonntys,  where  things  are  in  great 
Confusion,  and  numbers  are  gathering  without  order  or  Discipline, 
where  I  shall  do  evexything  in  my  power  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Province,  but  having  no  militia  Law  nor  any  money  at  my  dlsposali 
I  am  fearfull  all  I  can  do  will  have  but  Little  effect. 

Papers  inclosed  in  the  above  Letter. 

Benja.  Chamber's  Intelligence. 

Bastins Ditto. 

Magistrates  of  York  Ditto. 

The  Oovernors  two  Messages  to  the  Assembly. 

The  Assembly,  Message  to  the  Governor. 
Indorsed. — ^Df*.  Letter  to  S'  Charles  Hardy. 
Directed. — ^The  same  to  Gov'.  Belcher,  &  siyne  Intelligence  as 
the  within. 

To  S'  Charles  Hardy. 


Gov.  Hopkins  to  Gov.  Morkis,  1755. 

Providence,  November  6th,  1755. 

Sir, 

The  present  Posture  of  Affairs  in  North  America,  the  Advantages, 
Situation,  and  Strength  of  the  Common  Enemy,  the  distressed  Con- 
dition of  the  Frontiers  of  most  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  disunited 
State  of  them  all ;  the  Tragical  Event  of  some  of  our  Attempts  to 
remove  our  dangerous  Neighbours  further  from  us,  and  the  Little 
Sacoess  attending  the  others  hitherto;  the. very  unseasonable  Dis- 
putes subsisting  between  the  Branches  of  the  Legislature  in  Several  of 
the  Colonies,  and  the  Backwardness  of  all  to  exert  themselves  in  the 
Common  Cause,  are  Circumstances  of  great  Weight  with  all  thinking 
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Men,  at  Mb  remarkable  Griais  of  Ae  Rivalahip  of  the  Englifih  wbA 
Freneh,  for  the  Empire  of  North  America.  Those  CoonideratioBS 
have  oecaaioned  Major  General  Shirley,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  in  North  America,  to  propose  a  Meeting  of  all  the 
Colonics,  by  their  Commissioners  with  him,  some  time  the  ensaing 
Winter ;  to  consider  of  proper  Methods  for  removing  the  aforesaid 
DiffiouUieSi  and  of  exerting  their  Natural  and  united  Strength,  for 
their  Common  Safety  and  Defence.  The  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
thinking  this  the  most  likely  Means  for  attaining  the  Salutary  Enda 
proposed,  and  being  willing  to  contribute  thereto,  as  far  as  is  in  their 
Power,  have  appointed  Commissioners,  on  their  Part,  to  meet  with 
General  Shirley,  and  Such  as  may  be  appointed  in  Behalf  of  the 
other  British  Colonies,  at  such  Time  and  at  such  Place  as  shall  bd 
appointed  for  that  Purpose.  The  same  Measures,  I  hope,  will  be 
come  into  by  all  the  other  Colonies;  for,  unless  some  other  Method 
oould  be  hit  upon  equally  conducive  to  the  Common  Interst,  All 
Men  must  agree  that  this  is  absolutely  necessary.  A  Copy*  of  the 
Act  of  our  General  Assembly  for  appointing  and  empowering  Com* 
missioners,  I  herewith  enclose  to  you,  and  am. 

Your  Honor's  Most'Obedient 
and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

STEP.  HOPKINS. 

The  Hono'ble  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  E8q^ 

Indorsed. — Gov'.  HopkinS;  6  Nov.  1755. 


Adam  Hoops  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Canegogig,  Nov',  the  6|  1755. 
May  it  please  your  Honour, 

I  have  Sent  in  Closed,  Is  2  qualificatioas  of  which  is  Patrick 
Burns,  who  is  the  Bearer,  and  a  tameyhak  which  was  found  Stick- 
ing in  the  brest  of  one  David  McClelan.  The  people  of  the  path 
valley  is  all  Gethcred  Unto  a  Small  forth,  and  the  Last  account  wai| 
Safe.  The  great  Cove  and  Kennalaways  is  all  Burned  to  Ashes,  and 
about  50  persons  killed  or  taken,  there  is  Numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  County  have  mouved  there  families.  Sum  to  York  County,  and 
Sum  to  Maryland ;  Hans  Hamilton,  £s(|f.  is  now  at  John  McDowol's 
mill  with  upwards  of  200  Men  and  about  200  from  this  County,  in 
all  about  four  hundred  men,  and  to-morrow  we  entends  To  go  in  to  the 
Cove  and  to  the  path  Valley,  in  order  To  Bring  what  Cattle  and  horses 
that  the  Indians  Hath  Left  a  live;  we  are  informed  by  a  DoUeway 
Indian^  which  Lives  a  munghts  us,  on  the  Same  day  The  Murder  was 

*  See  page  442. 
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CSuDimttedy  be  Seen  foar  hundred  Indians  in  the  Cove,  and  we  hav^ 
Sirai  Reason  to  Belive  the  are  a  boat  there  yet ;  the  people  of  Sheer 
Man'a  Oriek  and  Janeate,  is  all  Cum  a  way  and  Left  there  houses, 
and  there  is  now  about  8Q  miles  Of  this  Gonnty  lead  weast^  and  I 
am  affmid  there  will  Be  Soon  more. 

I  am  your  Hon" 

most  Humb*"  Serv*, 

ADM.  HOOPS. 

P.  8.--(Wrote  on  ye  outside  of  ye  Cover.)  I  just  now  have 
received  ye  Account  of  one  George  MoSwane,  who  was  taken  Cap- 
tive about  14  Days  ago,  &  has  made  his  Escape,  &  has  brought  two 
Scalps  &  a  Tomhawk  with  Him. 

Indorsed. — Adam  Hoops'  Letter,  Nov',  ye  6th,  1755. 


Gov.  MoRBTs  TO  Rich'd  Hocklet,  1755. 

Sir, 

Whereas,  I  have  received  Eepeated  intcHigence  That  the  French 
&  Indians  are  come  into  the  Settled  parts  of  this  Province,  and  are 
dayly  Slaughtering  the  inhabitants  and  laying  waste  the  country. 
Upon  the  first  of  this  intelligence  I  summoned  the  Assembly,  And 
represented  to  them  the  defenceless  state  of  this  Province,  and  the 
cruel  ravages  the  Enemies  were  making,  to  which  they  have  returned 
me  for  answer,  that  they  will  Endeavour  to  regain  the  Affections  of 
the  Indians  now  employ'd  against  us  ;  And  propose,  at  this  time,  to 
Enquire  into  the  reasons  why  those  Indians  have  gone  from  our 
Allyanoe  ^d  enter'd  into  that  of  the  French,  But  say  nothing  in 
their  Answer  of  making  any  Provision  for  opposing  the  Enemy  or 
providing  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  Province. 

And  whereas,  numbers  of  People  are  upon  the  present  Occasion 
gathering  themselves  together  in  the  Back  oountys,  and  the  Magis-. 
trates  and  officers  there  have  frequently  represented  to  me  that  there 
is  great  confusion  and  disorder  among  the  people  so  Assembled,  and 
great  want  of  arms  and  ammunition.  Upon  these  matters  the  Coun- 
cil have  unanimously  given  it  me  as  their  Opinion  and  Advice  that, 
as  well  from  the  Assembly's  message,  as  from  their  known  temper 
and  disposition,  the  government  had  not  the  least  reason  to  expect 
any  aid  from  them  towards  the  defeucc  of  the  Country,  and  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  common  safety,  that  I  should  as  soon 
as  possible,  Provide  a  quantity  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the 
use  of  the  people  that  Voluntarily  offer  themselves  in  defence  of  the 
Country ;  and  that  I  should,  to  prevent  confusion  and  Encourage 
the  people  upon  the  present  oocaaion,  without  delay  Proceed  into 
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the  Back  oouniys  and  take  upon  me  the  immediate  Command  of 
Buch  men  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  present  sernoe.  Nov,  Sir, 
tho'  I  am  very  willing  and  desirous  to  proceed  immediately  to  the 
relief  of  the  back  inhabitants,  and  am  with  the  Council  in  opinioa 
that  my  Presence  there  is  absolutely  fiecessary  to  prevent  oonfdsioB 
and  to  encourage  the  people  to  stand  in  their  own  defence,  Y^  haying 
no  money  to  proyide  the  necessary  Arms  &  Ammunition,  and  haying 
in  yain  attempted  to  promote  a  subscription,  I  am  laid  under  the 
necessity  of  at  last  tho*  unwillingly.  Applying  to  yon  as  the  Pro- 
prietary's receiyer  Oen^,  to  supply  me  with  one  thousand  pounds  of 
their  money,  to  be  employed  upon  the  present  Emergency  in  defence 
of  the  Proyinee,  and  to  secure  it  from  the  ravages  of  the  enemy. 
This  money  I  hope  will  be  repaid  by  the  Publick  whenever  the 
afairs  of  the  Province  are  settled  in  a  proper  manner }  but  if  that 
should  not  be  done,  I  make  no  doubt  the  Proprietarys  upon  proper 
Bepresentations  of  it  to  the  Government  at  Home^  wUl  procure  pay- 
ment there. 

I  must  desire  the  money  may  be  immediately  supply'd  and  pat 
into  the  hand  of  M^  Richard  Peters. 

I  am;  Sir. 

To  M^  Richard  Hockley.* 

PhiUd*.,  7  Nov.  1755. 

If  any  body  is  Joyn'd  in  the  Commission  with  you,  this  Letter 
is  to  them  as  well  as  yon. 

R.  H.  MORRIS. 

Indarsed.'^'DrBnght  Letter  to  M'.  Richard  Hockley^  Proprietary 
Receiver  General. 


Richard  Hocklky  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765. 

Hon*  Sir: 

I  have  rece'd  your  letter  of  this  day,  pressing  me  vexy  mach  to 
supply  your  Honour  with  one  thousand  pounds  of  the  Proprietary's 
Money  at  this  critical  juncture,  towards  the  defence  of  thb  Provioee, 
and  make  not  the  least  doubt,  were  they  sensible  of  our  unfortunate 
scituation,  an  application  of  that  sort  to  me  would  be  uqnecessaiy. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  tell  You  that  I  have  not  at  present  two  hundred 
pounds  in  the  house,  and  though  at  this  season  of  the  year  pretty 
large  Sums  were  rece'd  from  the  Country  people  in  general,  yet  for 
two  years  past,  have  fallen  very  short  in  their  usaal  payments,  and 
the  remittances  made  on  their  acc^  for  twelve  months  past,  has  been 
inconsiderable  to  what  might  have  been  expected. 

Indeed^  had  I  the  Sum  you  request,  I  have  not  power  as  I  appreL 

*  Proprietary  Beoeiver  QeneraL 

-       -  Digitized  by  CjOOQiC 


EBJIN8YLTANIA  ABCHIVES  1755.  47/ 

he&d  to  dispoee  of  it  without  special  orders  from:  them  for  that  pur* 
pose,  haviDg  been  repeatedly,  and  very  lately  order'd  to  make 
remittances  to  Mess"  Hyam  &  Son,  as  soon  as  any  money  came  into 
my  hands  without  delay,  thus,  Sir,  you  see  how  I  am  circamstanced ; 
it  gives  me  real  concern  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  assist  you  at 
this  Important  and  critical  time.  When  yon  are  endeavouring  to  ren- 
der all  the  service  in  your  power  to  this  unhappy  Country.  I  am 
most  respectfully, 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

RICH^-  HOCKLEY. 
Philad%  Nov  7th,  1755. 

Direc/ibn.— To  The  Hon"'  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indoned, — ^Nov'  7th;  1755,  Bioh'  Hockley.    That  he  has  no  money. 


Holt  and  Kollock  to  Gov.  Morbis,  1755. 

Sir: 

We  Have  Sent  Mr.  Secretary  Peters  a  List  of  Militia  officers  for 
the  Eight  Companys  of  Foot  That  are  Partly  raised,  and  are  Com- 
pleating,  in  the  Several  Districts  of  the  Subdivisions  of  the  Hundreds 
of  Sussex  County;  and  we  Trust  That  they  are  so  Skilfully  Chosen, 
That  when  Approved  of  and  Commissionated  By  your  Honour,  There 
will  Be  a  Mutual  Concord  and  Harmony  Subsisting  among  the 
Officers  and  Their  respective  Companys.  On  the  10th  Instant  There 
is  to  be  a  General  Meeting  of  the  whole  Body,  Near  the  Centre  of 
the  County,  About  14  Miles  from  Lewes,  at  w^  Time  and  Place  wo 
lutend  to  be  Present,  to  Countenance  and  Encourage  our  Fellow 
Subjects  of  This  Small  Community,  to  the  utmost  of  our  Power. 

We  Crave  Leave  to  Humbly  Salute  your  Honour,  and  Do.  most 
ardently  wish,  That  all  your  Honour's  Measures,  Labours,  and  Ser- 
vices, to  Promote  the  Publick  Good,  Welfare  and  Safety  of  Both 
your  Governments,  May  be  accompanied  with  the  Blessing  of  That 
Omnipotent  and  Gracious  Being  on  whose  Divine  Favour  and  Pro- 
tection it  is  (Indubitably)  the  Duty  of  Every  Society  Principaly  to 
rely  and  Depend.  And  Now,  Pray  Allow  us  to  Subscribe^ 
Sir, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient. 

Humble  Servant. 

R»>-  HOLT, 
JACOB  KOLLOCK. 
Lewes,  November  the  7th,  1755. 
i/ic/w«erf.— Nov  7th,  1755,  Holt's  Letter  to  Gov'  Morris. 
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Gov.  Bblohek  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1755. 

Sir: 

My  last  was  the  6  Ins^*  I  am  now  to  own  Your  Hononr's  Fi- 
Tour  of  same  date^  whioh  came  to  mj  Hands  p'  Express  on  the  8  th 
with  farther  Accounts  of  the  Approach  of  the  Enemy  to  the  Fron* 
tiers  of  Pensjlvania,  &C*.,  as  also  your  Honour's  Message  to  your 
Assembly  of  the  5  InsS  and  their  Answer,  which  to  me  seems  full 
of  Chichanery  and  Evasion. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  unhappy  Situation  your  Honour  is  in,  without 
Men,  Money,  Or  Arms,  to  do  any  thing  in  defence  of  His  Majesty's 
Honour  &  Interest,  and  of  the  Safety  of  the  poor  People  under  your 
Care ;  as  things  cannot  hold  in  this  Way,  but  with  the  utmost  Hazard 
of  the  Ring's  losing  a  fine  Province,  I  think  it  high  Time  that  the 
Governour  and  Council  should  address  the  King,  to  take  the  Govemm* 
into  His  own  Hand;  &  if  no  other  Way,  to  be  done  by  an  Act  of  the 
British  Parliament ;  &  I  should  think  it  the  wisest  Measure  the  Pro- 
prietors cou'd  go  into,  to  join  in  such  an  Application,  for  it's  very 
plain  they  are  not  able  to  defend  their  Province,  &  really.  Sir,  the 
Present  Constitution  seems  to  me  to  stand  upon  a  very  farraginous 
System. 

Inclosed  I  send  Your  Honour  Copy  of  an  Affidavit  I  ree'd  last 
Night  from  Mr.  Secr'y  Bead,  by  which  you  will,  find  the  little'Pro- 
vinoe  of  New  Jersey  is  alive,  alert  and  exerting,  &  by  the  Aoeoonts 
I  have  received  from  the  Frontiers,  if  the  Enemy  enter  this  Brofince, 
they  may  happen  to  meet  With  a  warm  Reception. 

I  think,  by  this  Affidavit,  the  Moravians  are  a  perfidious  Crew,  & 
if  this  Account  shou'd  further  be  confirmed  to  me,  I  shall  order  that 
all  the  Arms  &  Ammunition,  with  their  publick  Papers,  be  imme- 
diately seised,  &  to  be  kept  in  safe  Custody  till  my  further  Direetioo ; 
.  and  I  believe  your  Honour  will  think  it  prudent  &  Reasonable  so  to 
act  with  the  Moravians  in  your  Government  at  Bethlehem  and  else- 
where. 

I  am,  Sir^ 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obedient 

humble  ServS 

J.  BELCHER. 
Eliz»  Town,  (N.  Y.)  Nov  ^0, 1755. 
Directed, — L.  Gov  Morris. 
Indorsed.^Nor  10th  1755,  Gov'  Belcher. 
*  See  p.  471. 
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Wm.  Logan  to  Rich'd  Peters,  1755. 

Stenton,  11  m\  y  10, 1755. 
Bespected  FH : 

I  jttst  now  recvd  the  Inclosed  from  Dnrham  by  a  Messenger  sent 
on  Purpose,  and  send  it  for  thy  Perusal.  The  Person  that  Writes 
it  is  one  in  Company  with  Capt  Flower,  who  have  leased  Durham 
Works  for  5  years.  Baxter,  the  person  mentioned  in  the  Letter, 
has  been  a  Collier  for  Sometime  at  Durham,  and  Suppose  may  be 
displeased  with  those  Gentlemen  on  Acoo^  of  their  not  Employing 
him,  and  therefore  inclinable  to  give  some  Uneasiness ;  Be  that  as 
it  will,  As  the  Durham  Lines  are  not  Settled,  or  cannot  be  found  on 
that  Side  where  they  are  Said  now  to  be  Surveying,  Owing  to  my 
not  being  able  to  get  the  Betum  from  Edward  Suell,  who  Surveyed 
it.  And  as  I  took  out  a  Warr*  Sometime  Since  for  Some  Vacant  Land 
adjoing  Durham,  (not  Yet  Surveyed)  and  thou  promised  me  also  I 
should  also  have  another  for  those  800^  Acres  yet  due  to  my  Father's 
Estate  on  a  former  right.  I  must  on  these  Considerations,  and  to 
prevent  Confusion  in  the  Survey  of  Durham  Lands,  request  thee  to 
write  a  few  Lines  to  John  Watson,  to  prevent  his  proceedings  on 
those  Surveys,  or  till  at  least  Durham  Line  can  be  ascertained. 

I  Still  Continue  lame  &,  unable  to  move  about,  otherwise  Should 
gladly  oome  to  town.  Am  pleased  to  hear  Conrad  Weiser  is  in  town, 
here  some  measures  Will  be  fallen  On  to  accommodate  Matters  with 
y«  Indians,  as  And**  Montour  &  Scarrowhady  are  also  with  Conrad. 
It  is  a  Critical  time  with  them,  and  this  Seems  the  Only  Opp^,  ft  I 
think  a  favourable  One,  to  lay  Some  foundation  for  Preserving  our 
Ancient  Friendship  with  them,  Hope  the  G-overn'  Will  not  leave 
Philad**,  as  I  hear  he  intends,  Until  Something  of  this  Sort  is  done 
and  the  Assembly  adjourned. 

A  few  Lines  p'  Beturn  of  the  Bearer  to  John  Watson,  who  is  now 
at  or  neac  Durham  making  Surveys,  which  I  Shall  Send  up  to  him 
immediately,  Will  Oblige  the  Durham  Owners,  & 

Thy  Assured  Friend, 

WILL'M  LOGAN. 

P.  S.  If  any  Persons  Should  apply  for  Warr**  for  Lands  ad- 
join* Durham,  as  the  Letter  mentions,  pleaso  to  defer  grant*  them 
until  Durham  Line  is  run^  which  I  hope  will  be  Soon. 

Directed. 

To  Bichard  Peters,  Esq'.,  In  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed,, 

'    W-.  Logan,  10  Nov',  1755. 
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Gov.  MoRBis  TO  Me.  Samusl  Robinson,  •  1755. 

At  the  Bequest  of  the  People  of  HaDOver  Township,  in  your 
neff/hbourhoody  1  have  orderd  one  hundred  weight  of  Gun  Powder 
and  two  hundred  weight  of  Lead,  to  be  delivered  to  you,  which  joa 
will  carry  to  the  fort  at  your  house,  and  distribute  among  the  loha- 
bitants  in  as  equal  a  mauner  as  way  be,  and  recomend  it  to  them  to 
be  careful  of  it.  I  have  no  arms  or  I  should  willingly  supply  those 
Ihat  want,  and  are  willing  to  use  'em  in  defence  of  themselves  and 
their  country. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Philad%  Nov  U'S  1755. 
Indor8(  d. 

Gov  Morris  to  Sam^  Robinson^  of  Hanover  towns';  Lanc^  Coun- 
ty, Nov  IV\  1765. 


Timothy  Horsfibld  to  Gov.  Morkis,.  1755. 

May  it  please  your  Honour. 
8': 

Since  my  last*  of  the  2'  Inst.,  I  have  examined  two  of  the  Breth- 
ren Who  lately  Retumd  from  Shomokin,  and  were  there  when  the 
murther  was  lately  oommited  near  George  Gabriels,  which  I  now 
Inclose. 

As  far  as  I  can  loam,  the  People  who  were  lately  much  firigtned 
in  these  parts  are  again  pretty  much  composd,  and  I  cant  hear  of  any 
Mischief  being  done,  nor  of  any  French  or  Indians  being  seen  any 
where  near  us. 

Two  of  the  Brethren,  which  you  will  please  to  observe  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Kzamination  I  now  send,  are  gone  to  Wyoming,  if  I 
can  learn  any  Thing  at  Their  Return  about  these  troublesome  AC* 
fairs  worth  comunicating,  I  shall  take  care  speedily  to  do  it 

My  not  sending  Your  Honour  this  Examination  before  now,  was 
occasion'd  by  my  being  Indisposed,  and  did  not  hear  for  several 
days  of  the  Persons  Return  home. 

I  am  with  all  Due  Respect, 

Your  Honours  Very  Obed* 
Humble  Serv*, 

TIMO.  HORSFIELD. 

Bethlehem,  Nov  11, 1755. 
Directed. 

To  the  Hon**®  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governour  of  Pcn- 
silvania. 
Indorsed, 

Timothy  HorsGclJ,  11  Nov,  1755. 

*  See  it  on  page  4G8. 
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Genl.  W.  SniBLBY  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Albany,  Nov'  11%  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

At  the  same  time  that  1  pleaise  myself  with  the  Bbpe  of  yonr  be* 
ID^  arrived  at  New  York,  I  am  coDeern'd  at  the  thoughts  of  my  not 
beiDg  there  at  the  appointed  time  to  meet  you  :  But  I  shall  dispatch 
the  Business  w*"^  necessarily  keeps  me  here  in  as  short  a  time  as  I 
possibly  can,  a#d  I  flatter  myself  with  the  thoughts  of  haTing  tKe 
satisfaction  of  waiting  upon  you  at  New  York,  in  a  few  Days. 
^  I  am  in  great  haste,  and  with  the  most  perfect  truth  and  Esteem^ 
D'  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  faithfull 

Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 
General  Shirley,  11  Nov',  1755. 


Copy  Orders  Gov.  Bblchbr  to  Col.  Johnston,  1765. 


By  his  Excellency  JONATHAN  BELCHER,  Esqs 
f  Lo<^s  )      Gap*.  (General  anc^  Govemout  in  ohief  in  &  over  his 
(  Sigilli.  3      Majesty*  Province  of  Nova  Caasarca  or  New  Jersey, 
and  Territories  thereon  depending  ia  America,  Chan- 
cellor and  Vice  Admiral  in  the  same. 

To  the  Hon****  Andrew  Jotnston,  Esq'.,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  in  the  Province  aforesaid ;  or 
to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  said  Regiment  for  the  timo 
being.  • 

Sir, 

Since  I  sent  You  my  Orders  for  a  speedy  Muster  of  Your  Regi- 
ment, I  have  rccievd  repeated  Accounts  of  the  Approach  of  the  Sa- 
vage French  &  Indians  to  the  Borders  of  Pennsylvania  &  to  those  of 
this  Province,  committing  the  most  cruel  &  Barbarous  Outrages  on 
His  Majesty's  good  Subjects  in  Slaughter,  Blood  &  Fire,  wherever 
they  come. 

These  are  therefore  to  command  You  in  His  Majesty's  Name  to 
have  Your  Regiment  in  the  best  Readiness  to  march  to  the  Borders 
of  this  Province  or  that  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  most  sudden  No- 
tice of  Distress  by  the  Enemy  for  the  Aid  &  Relief  of  His  Majestj* 
Subjects,  &  I  shall  not  doubt  of  the  good  Courage  &  Spirit  of  Your- 
self, the  Officers  &  Men  of  your  Regiment,  to  proceed  where  it  shall 
Vol.  II.— 21  ^  . 
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be  oeoeBstTy,  &I  woad  have  jon  pablbh  this  my  Order  at  the  Head 
of  Tour  Begiment  on  theif  Muster. 

Given  nnder  mj  hand  and  Seal  at  AroUy  at  the  Borough  of  Eli- 
nbethy  this  12  daj  of  Noy%  in  the  twenty  ninth  Tear  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's fieigU;  Annoq  :  Domini^  1755. 

J.  B. 

Copy. 

Gov  Belcher's  Orders  to  the  Gollonels;  12  Nov^^  1)55. 


Gov.  DiNWiDDiB  TO  Gov.  MORRIS,  1755. 

Williamsburg,  Nov..l2«  1755. 
Sir, 

Your  two  Letters  of  the  29<^»  ulf,  &  the  2*t  Curr*,  came  both  to 
hand  Yesterday,  the  last  by  Express.  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  tho 
bad  News  you  give  me  of  the  Enemy's  advancement  to  Susquehanna, 
of  their  cruel  Murders,  ftc.,  &  of  their  intention  to  build  a  Fort  on 
that  River,  which  News  I  received  some  few  days  before  I  had  your 
Letter,  by  one  from  Mr.  Harris  to  Col.  Washington.  I  hope  this 
News  will  raise  the  Spirits  of  your  Assembly,  to  strengthen  your 
Hands  for  the  Defence  of  your  Country,  invaded  by  a  cruel  &  mer- 
ciless Enemy. 

I  immediately  on  receipt  of  your  Letter,  called  the  Council,  and 
they  were  deeply  affected  with  the  dismal  News,  &  join  me  in  Con- 
cern that  we  are  not  in  condition  to  supply  you  with  Arms,  our 
Magazine  was  quite  exhausted  by  the  Arms  supplied  N.  York  k  the 
Jerseys,  &  if  I  had  net  procured  a  supply  of  400  from  Admiral  Bos- 
cawcn,  we  should  not  have  been  able  to  arm  the  Recruits  now  rais- 
ing. If  you  want  one  hundred  Barrells  of  Powder,  I  can  supply 
you,  on  your  engaging  to  replace  the  same  in  six^Alonths  Time. 

Mr.  Harris  wrote  the  Intention  of  these  Banditti  to  attack  this 
Dominion ;  we  have  raised  about  400  Recruits,  k  I  have  ordered 
four  hundred  of  the  Militia  to  join  them  near  to  Fort  Cumberland, 
to  protect  our  Frontiers  on  that  side,  k  four  Companies  of  Rangers 
in  the  County  of  Augusta,  where  they  have  come  with  flying  Far- 
ties,  k  murdered  many  of  our  JPeople,  burnt  their  Houses,  &  carried 
many  off  Prisoners. 

From  this  true  detail  of  our  Situation,  you  may  easily  perceive 
bow  unable  I  am  to  give  you  any  Assistance ;  and  I  doubt  not  you 
will  join  with  me,  that  all  these  Calamities  are  greatl/\)wing  to  CoL 
Dunbar's  precipitant  March  from  our  Frontiers,  not  leaving  one 
Regular  to  protect  us. 

*  See  it  CoL  Be?.  YoL  YI.  p.  661.  f  See  page  451  of  Archives. 
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I  doubt  n(Ai  your  Assembly,  (if  not  infataated  with  a  lethar^elt 
BupineDess,)  will  now,  in  this  time  of  so  iminent  danger,  aye  yoa 
Boch  supplies  as  this  extraordinary  Emergency  requires,  &  if  possi* 
hlfif  to  form  a  proper  Militia  for  Protection  of  the  Colony^  with  pro* 
per  Laws  for  conducting  them. 

Our  Assembly  have  formed  a  Military  LaW;  similar  to  that  of  Hist 
Majesty's  Regulars,  but  they  began  to  be  fr^tious,  &  entering  into 
Cabals  very  inconsistent  with  their  Duty  at  this  Period  of  Time, 
when  surrounded  with  Enemies.  I  therefore  thought  it  necessary 
for  His  Majesty's  Service,  &  the  good  of  this  dominion  to  dissolve 
them,  &  have  issued  Writs  for  the  Election  of  a  new  Bouse  of  Bur- 
gesses, which  I  hope  will  answer  my  expectations. 

I  beg  you  will  give  me  Notice  of  any  further  Attempts  of  the 
Enemy,  &  the  operations  you  may  propose  for  defeating  their  De- 
signs, &  I  am  really  concertied  that  it's  not  in  my  Power  to  give  you 
any  Assistance  at  this  Time.  It  gives  me  much  uneasiness  &  sur- 
prize, to  see  an  handful  of  Men  come  into  the  British  Dominions,  & 
commit  the  most  horrid  cruelties,  when  I  consider  the  number  of  our 
People;  if  they  could  be  brought  to  a  strict  union  among  themselves 
for  the  protection  of  the  Whole,  but  I  fear  this  will  never  be  done 
without  the  Intervention  of  the  British  Parliament,  which  I  sin- 
cerely wish  may  be  soon  effected.  I  am  with  very  great  Begard  & 
Bespect; 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  h'ble  Servant, 

BOBT.  DINWIDDIE. 

P.  S.  I  wish  I  could  have  accompanied  jou  to  N.  York,  but  the 
affairs  of  this  Govemm^  at  present  will  not  admit  of  my  absence. 

Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed, 
Nov.  12th,  1755,  Gov'r  Dinwiddle. 


Georqe  Croohan  to  James  Hamilton,  1755. 

Shippensbourg,  Nov.  12"",  1755. 
Honoured  S^, 

Permitt  me  att  this  Critical  Time,  to  give  you  y*  folowing  Infor- 
mation of  y^  Designs  of  y^"  Enemy,  itt  was  my  duty  to  have  Wrote 
to  y«  Present  Governor,  butt  as  he  has  nott  thought  proper  to  Desire 
me  to  give  him  any  accounts  of  Indian  Affairs,  since  y*^  Defate  of 
Gineral  Braddock,  I  did  nott  Now  how  his  honour  wold  take  it  from 
me,  or  what  Creadett  he  wold  give  to  such  an  Account,  as  I  have 
nott  the  Lest  acquaintance  of  his  l^onour,  But  I  flater  my  self  y 
honour  will  at  Lest  peruse  y  folowing  accounts  which  I  had  from 
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one  of  y*  Six  NatioD8|Wlio  I  BUto  is  yeit  a  Siidey  friend  if  there  "be 
one  of  jr*  Nation,  and  make  snoh  qbo  of  itt  as  joa  shall  Jadge  pro- 
per,  tho'  I  most  Bequest  y*  favor  y'  honour  will  nott  make  itt  pub- 
lick  from  whome  you  had  this  Inteliganoei  so  that  neither  of  y  In- 
terpreters may  have  itt  in  their  power  to  tell  y  Indians,  from  whome 
y  Aooounts  oame. 

"   I  am^  y  honours  most 

humble  k  obedient 

;^  4^  Servant, 

GEO.  GROGHAN. 

I*^  The  Six  Nations,  Dalaways,  Shannas,  Wandotts  &  Twatwees, 
has  had  a  Grand  Council,  in  which  itt  was  Determined  that  y*  four 
Latter  tribes  should  Ingage  y*  fruntiers  of  Yerginia,  Mcrreyland  & 
Pensylvania,  this  Winter,  and  Drive  y*  Inhabitance  over  y*  South 
Mouutain,  y  Six  Nations  to  stand  Netuer  till  Spring  to  this  Goun- 
oel,  y*  Mohocks  and  one  other  Tribe  was  no  way  Privey;  nor  Now 
any  thing  about. 

2'.  That  y*  Six  Nations,  while  they  stand  Netuer,  are  to  make  all 
y*  intrest  they  can  with  y*  Southerd  Indians,  to  draw  them  to  their 
Intrest,  and  setel  them  on  y  Ohio,  as  they  have  allready  settled 
some  of  y*  uper  Cherikees  on  Kcntouckey,.a  Creek  near  y**  Lower 
Shanna  town,  this  you  may  depend  on  for  truth. 

S'*'.  All  y  Indian  Tribes  over  y*  Leaks,  are  to  asist  the  French 
to  y*  Nourd  against  Ginrel  Shirley  and  Ginrel  Johnston. 

4titi/.  Xhe  same  Man  informs  me  that  there  has  been  butt  8  In« 
dians  come  from  Ohio  to  Suskehanna  this  fall  to  Councel,  that  those 
8  &  y«  Wayandots  that  was  Down  att  Oouncel  this  fall,  aoistcd  by 
ye  Suskehanna  Indians,  Don  all  y  Mcrder  that  was  Don  on  Suske- 
hanna, which  I  am  rculy  Certain  is  y^  Truth. 

Sir, 

From  ye  Misfortunes  I  have  had  in  Tread,  which  oblidges  me  to 
keep  at  a  Greatt  distance,  I  have  itt  nott  in  my  power  to  forword 
Intelegance  so  soon  as  I  could  wish,  however,  if  itt  be  thought  worth 
Notice,  I  will  aquaint  the  Govorment  with  any  thing  I  can  find  outt 
that  will  Tend  to  ye  hurt  of  my  King  &  Country,  for  certainly  ye 
Indians  are  only  amuseing  the  Goverment,  while  they  are  privey,  if 
not  asisting  to  ye  Merders  done. 

I  have  butt  a  Stockcade  fortt  att  Aughick,  and  have,  about  40 
men  with  me  there,  butt  how  long  I  shall  be  able  to  keep  itt,  I  realy 
can't  tell.    I  am,  yo'r  honours, 

OS  Before, 

G.  C. 
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InSorsedy 

Geo.  Groghan  to  Mr.  Hamilton;  Shippensbarg,  Nov.  12th^  1755. 

JDirectedy 

To  James  Hamilton^  Esq.,  Philadelpliia. 


Rbprbsbntation  op  Citizens  to  the  Assembly,  1755. 

A  Representation  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Provinoe  of  Penn- 

sylvania,  by  some  of  the  Principal  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of 

Philadelphia,  in  the  said  Proyince. 
Gentlemen, 

At  a  Time  when  a  bold  and  barbarous  Enemy  has  advanced  with- 
in about  a  hundred  miles  of  our  Metropolis,  carrying  Murder  and 
Pesolation  along  with  them ;  and  when  we  see  the  Country  already 
stained  with  the  Blood  of  many  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  upwards  of  a 
Thousand  Families,  who  lately  enjoyed  Peace  &  Comfort  in  their  own 
Habitations,  now  dispersed  over  the  Province,  many  of  them  in  the 
most  miserable  and  starving  Condition,  exposed  to  all  the  Hardships 
&  Severity  of  the  Season ;  we  say,  in  such  a  Situation,  we  should 
think  ourselvesgreatly  wanting  in  regard  for  our  own  personal  Safety, 
as  well  as  in  Compassion  for  our  bleeding  and  suffering  Fellow-sub- 
jects, if  we  did  not  thus  publiokly  join  our  names  to  the  number  of 
those  who  are  requesting  you  to  pass  a  Law  in  Order  to  put  the 
Province  in  *a  Posture  of  Defence,  &  put  a  Stop  to  those  Savage 
Outrages,  which  must  otherwise  soon  prove  our  Ruin. 

We  hope  we  shall  always  be  enabled  to  preserve  that  Respect  to 
you,  which  we  would  willingly  pay  to  those  who  are  the  faithful  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Freemen  of  this  Province.  But,  on  the  present 
Oceasion,  you  will  forgive  us.  Gentlemen,  if  we  assume  characters 
something  higher  than  that  of  humble  Suitors,  praying  for  the  De- 
fence of  our  Lives  and  Properties,  as  a  matter  of  Grace  !ot  Favour 
on  your  Side.  Tou  will  permit  us  to  moke  a  positive  and  immediate 
Demand  of  it,  as  a  matter  of  perfect  k  unaUenable  Right  on  our 
own  Parts,  both  by  the  Laws  of  God  &  Man.  And  to  this  we  are 
induced  by  the  following  Considerations. 

1.  The  Approach  of  winter  brings  the  dreadful  Prospect  of  the 
continual  hicreaso  of  the  Inroads  of  those  preying  Savages  upon  our 
Inhabitants,  unless  a  proper  Force  is  immediately  provided  to  protect 
and  defend  them. 

2.  The  proper  and  natural  Force  of  every  Country  is  its  Militia, 
without  which  we  know  of  no  Government  that  ever  could  subsist 
Itself,  for  it  is  highly  unreasonable  to  think  that  the  Burden  of  De- 
fence should  fall  upon  a  few  Individuals  when  the  Design  of  Govern- 
ment is  to  obtain  general  Security^  by  a  general  Union  of  the  Force 
of  Individuals. 
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8.  Consequently,  we  conceive  it  a  Sabversion  of  the  very  End  of 
Oovernment  to  deny  that  legal  Protection  to  the  Qovemedi  for  obtain- 
ing of  which  Oovernment  was  originally  instituted. 

4.  In  our  own  particular  casCi  altho'  Men  could  be  found  willing 
to  risk  their  Lives  for  the  sake  of  the  Public,  and  altho'  they  could 
be  subjected  to  necessary  Order  and  Discipline,  without  the  aid  or 
Encouragement  of  Law  (neither  of  which  we  conceive  possible)  yet 
it  would  neither  be  adviseable  for  the  sake  of  such  Men  themselves 
nor  yet  for  the  sake  of  public  Liberty,  to  keep  up  an  Armed  Force  in 
the  Province,  without  the  Sanction  and  Authority  of  Law,  especially 
as  it  is  so  much  in  your  Power  to  give  such  a  Sanction  and 
Authority. 

5.  Unless  the  Defence  of  the  Province  and  #f  our  Indian  Allies  is 
made  an  Act  of  the  whole  Legislature,  and  vigorously  gone  into,  the 
Indians  now  in  Town  have  publickly  declared  for  themselves  and 
their  Friends  who  yet  remain  in  our  Interest,  that  they  can  no  longer 
repose  any  Faith  in  us,  but  must  shift  for  their  own  Safety,  &  leave 
us  to  ourselves  as  a  People  void  of  Spirit  or  Conduct. 

6.  We  are  of  Opinion  that  no  Sums  of  Money,  however  great, 
will  answer  the  Purposes  of  Defence,  without  such  a  Law  as  we  de- 
sire. Wo  cannot,  therefore,  think  that  it  shews  a  proper  Regard  for 
the  Lives  of  the  People  of  this  Province  at  such  a  Time  to  propose 
Sums  of  Money  in  the  Room  of  such  a  necessaiy  Law ;  and  to  pro- 
pose raising  these  Sums  too  in  a  Manner  that  must  occasion  unavoid-* 
able  Disputes  &  Delays,  when  there  are  so  many  unexceptionable 
Ways  &  Means,  agreeable  to  which  the  People  in  general  are 
extremely  ready  to  pay  any  proportion  of  their  Property,  for  the 
Preservation  of  the  Remainder. 

Upon  the  whole,  Gentlemen,  we  must  be'permitted  to  repeat  our 
Demand  that  you  will  immediately  frame  and  offer  a  Law  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Province,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  present  Exigency 
requires.  The  Time  does  not  admit  of  many  Hands  to  be  put  to 
this  Representation.  But  if  Numbers  are  necessary,  we  trust  that 
we  shall  neither  want  a  sufficient  number  of  Hands  nor  Hearts  to 
second  and  support  us  till  we  finally  obtain  so  just  and  reasonable  a 
Demand.'*' 

Nov  12%  1755. 

Indorsed, 
Representation  of  Citizens  to  the  Assembly,  I2<^  Nov.,  1755. 

*  See  also  a  remonstrance  to'the  Assembly  from  the  Mayor,  Ald'n.  &  Com- 
cil  of  PhiUd'a,  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  734,  &  letter  of  Qot.  to  them,  in  p. 
710.     See  also  votes  of  Assembly,  7  Vol.  IV.,  p.  619. 

This  paper  is  not  signed,  being  probably  a  Copy.  It  is  printed  in  "  Votes  of 
Ass.,"  Vol.  IV.,  p.  502,  where  it  is  stated  that  it  was  signed  by  Wm. 
Plomstead,  Mayor,  &  188  others.    See  Col.  R6o.  Vol.  VL,  p.  729. 
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Copy  ov  ak  .Adbbess  of  somb  of  thb  Quake&s  to  ihb 
Ass'y,  1766. 

To  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
svlvania,  in  General  Assembly  met.  The  Address  of  some  of  the 
People  called  Quakers,  in  the  said  Province,  on  Behalf  of  Themselves 
and  Others.  The  Consideration  of  the  Measures  which  have  lately 
been  pursued  and  are  now  Proposed  having  been  weiehtily  Impress- 
ed on  Our  Minds,  We  apprehend  that  we  should  fall  short  of  Our 
Duty  to  you,  to  Ourselves,  and  to  Our  Brethren  in  Religious  fellow- 
ship. If  We  did  not  in  this  Manner  Inform  you,  That  altho'  We 
shdl  at  all  Times  Heartily,  and  Freely  Contribute  according  to  Our 
Circumstances,  either  by  the  Payments  of  Taxes  or  in  such  other 
Manner  as  may  be  Judged  necessary  towards  the  Exigencies  of 
Government,  and  sincerely  Desire  that  due  Care  may  be  taken  and 
proper  Funds  provided  for  Raising  Money  to  cultivate  Our  Friend- 
ship with  Our  Indian  Neighbors  and  to  support  Such  of  Our  Fellow 
subjects  Who  are  or  may  be  in  Distress,  And  for  such  other  like 
Benevolent  purposes,  Yet  as  the  raising  sums  of  Money  &  putting 
ihem  into  the  Hands  of  Committees  who  may  Apply  them  to  Pur- 
poses inconsistent  with  the  Peaceable  Testimony,  We  profess  and 
have  bom  to  the  World,  appears  to  Us  in  its  Consequences  to  be 
Destructive  of  Our  Religious  Liberties.  We  apprehend  many 
among  (Is  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  suffering  rather  than  Con- 
senting Thereto  by  the  payment  of  a  Tax  for  such  Purposes,  And 
thus  the  Fundamental  Part  of  Our  Constitution  may  be  Essentially 
affected,  and  that  Free  enjoyment  of  Liberty  of  Conscience,  For 
the  sake  of  which  our  Forefathers  left  there  Native  Country  and 
Settled  this.  Then  a  Wilderness  by  Degrees  be  violated. 

We  sincerely  Assure  you  Wc  have  no  Temporal  Motives  for  Thus 
Addressing  you,  and  could  We  have  preserved  Peace  in  Our  own 
Minds  and  with  Each  other  We  should  have  Declined  it,  being  un- 
willing to  give  Ton  any  unnecessary  Trouble  and  Deeply  Sensible  of 
your  Difficulty  in  Discharging  the  Trust  committed  to  you  irre- 
proachably in  these  Perilous  times  which  hath  Engaged  our  Fervent 
Desires  that  the  immediate  Instruction  of  Supreame  Wisdom  may 
Influence  your  Minds,  and  that  being  preserved  in  a  steady  atten- 
tion thereto,  you  may  be  Enabled  to  secure  Peace  and  Tranquility  to 
yourselves  and  those  you  Represent  by  pursuing  Measures  Consis- 
tent with  Oar  Peaceable  Principles;  and  then  We  Trust  We  may 
Continue  humbly  to  confide  in  the  Protection  of  that  Almighty 
power  whoso  Providence  has  heretofore  been  as  Walls  and  Bulwarks 
round  about  us. 

Anthony  Morbis,  jr.,  Thomas  Brown, 

WiLUAM  MOODE,  ThOS.   LiGHTFOOT, 

Israel  Pembbrton,  John  Pemberton, 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


48»  PBHNBTLVAIHA  ABCHIVE8  ITfiJk 

MoBD.  Yaenall,  Samukl  Powell, 

JOBBUA  Fl8H£By  JOHK  CHUBOHMAN, 

Samuel  Samson,  William  Beown, 

Isaac  Grbbnlbap,  Isaac  Jeans, 

John  Smith,  Panl,  Stanton, 

Anthony  Benezbt,  Edwabd  Cathrell, 

Anthony  Moreis,  John  Reynell. 

Indorsed.  ,    _  ...       . 

Address  of  the  People  called  Quakew,  To  the  RepTescntaUvefl,&c., 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsj^lvania,  Novem',  1755. 


Copy  op  Petition  to  Gov.  Belcher,  1755. 

To  his  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq'.,  Captain  General,  Gover- 
nor, and  Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province 
of  New  Jersey,  and  Territories  thereon  depending  in  America, 
Chancellor  and  vice  admiral  in  the  same&c. 
To  the  Honourable  his  Majesties  Council  for  said  Province,  and  to 
the  Representatives  of  Said  Province  in  General  Assembly,  Con- 
vened at  Eliz**  Town,  Nov'.  12%  1755. 
'    The  Memorial  of  Josiah  Broadwell,  Alexander  Simpson,  Absalom 
Bedell,  &  Cornelius  Ludlam  of  the  Borrough  of  Elizabeth. 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  Tour  Memorialists,  upon  hearing  fresh  Reports  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Enemy,  near  the  Forks  of  Delaware  To  know  the  Cer- 
tainty of  them,  took  Horse,  the  8"»  Instant  near  Ten  at  night,  and 
arrived  at  Easton  in  the  Forks  of  Delaware,  the  9"»  at  Sunset,  where 
we  found  the  People  in  the  utmost  Consternation  &  Distress,  as  the; 
had  Certain  Intelligence  of  a  Body  of  1500  French  &  Indians, 
within  60  miles  of  them ;  who  were  actually  employed  in  Building 
a  Fort  a  Little  Below  Shamokin,  and  that  they  have  killed  great 
numbers  of  people,  and  that  Two  men  Dwellers  at  Easton  have  been 
up,  &  assisted  in  burling  the  Dead  :  and  that  the  People  where  we 
were  in  the  Forks,  had  certain  Intelligence  that  the  Enemy  were 
•Determined  to  be  upon  them  before  the  Light  nights  of  this  moon 
-^re  past,  and  a  Friend  Indian  who  Deserted  from  them,  says,  they 
say  among  thci^iselves  that  now  is  the  Time,  for  the  Barns  are  fuU| 
&  the  Cattle  are  fat. 

YOUR  MEMORIALISTS,  therefore  bog  Leave  in  Behalf  4  t* 
the  most  earnest  Prayer,  of  the  Distressed  People  near  the  Forks,  to 

*  See  CoL  Reo.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  789-740,  for  the  GoTomor's  remarks  upon  it 
to  T.  Penn.  This  address  is  printed  in  Votes  of  Assembly,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  496. 
It  was  presented  by  some  of  them  in  person,  Nov.  IX,  1766. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


PIMNSTLTANU  ASCHTVES  1756.  4S9 

move  to  this  Honorable  Legislature^  tbat  some  effeetive  measure's 
may  with  utmost  Dispatoh  be  taken  to  Defend  them^  as  their  only 
hope  under  Ood  is  upon  this  Honourable  Legislature. 
And  your  memorialists  as  in 
Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray. 

'   JOSIAH  SaOAmVELL^ 

Alexander  SimpsoKj 
Absalom  Bedell, 
Cornelius  Ludlow. 

Eli«»  Town,  Nov  12,  1755. 
Indorsed, 

Petition,  Justice  Broadwell,  &c.,  about  French  and  Indians  to  Gov^ 
Belcher.    Nov.  12, 1755. 


Gov.  Bblchbb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  wrote  you  at  large  *10  Ins* ;  ^  the  Post,  which  I  hope  got  well 
to  your  Hands — since  which  I  have  received  further  Intelligence  of 
the  Motions  of  the  Enemy,  &  of  the  Behaviour  of  the  Moravians, 
the  Particulars  whereof  Your  Honour  will  find  by  the  Inclosed  Po- 
titionf  and  Affidavit,  of  Josiah  Broadwell  &  others.  I  have  also 
several  ^Letters,  confirming  the  Accounts  relating  to  the  Enemy,  Ik 
upon  these  repeated  Intelligences,  I  expressed  Orders  on  the  6  Ibas^ ', 
to  Every  CoP.  of  this  Province,  to  muster  His  B.egiment  &c. ;  I  re- 
peated them  again  Yesterday,  Copy  of  which  I  send  you  herewith. ;]; 
I  hope  when  your  People  see  the  Readiness  of  this  little  Governm* ; 
to  do  all  in  their  Power,  for  the  common  Safety  of  the  King's  Sub- 
jects, that  they  will  exert  themselves,  b  Joyn  in  it,  with  the  greatest 
akerity.  I  am, 

Sir, 
Your  Honours 

most  obedieni  humble  serv*. 

J.  BELCHER. 
Kliz-  Town,  (N.  J.) 

Nov  13,  1755. 

Directed,    L*  Qovemour  Morris. 

♦  See  It  page  478.  f  See  Preceding  Paper.  t  ^^  P«  *®^' 

21*       ^ 
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Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

N.  York,  November  the  13*  1755 
Sir: 

I  thank  you  for  your  Letter  inoIoBing  your  MeBsage  to  the  As- 
Wmbly,  &  their  Address  thereon  which  I  haye  received,  I  think 
there  is  but  little  room  to  hope  that  the  Issue  of  Your  Assembly's 
Meeting  has  been  such  as  ooald  be  wished,  tho'  it  is  reported  here 
that  you  have  obtained  from  them  a  large  Sum  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Frontiers;  General  Shirley  is  at  Albuay,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard 
from  him,  I  believe  I  shall  stay  to  see  him  which  I  hope  I  shall  do 
the  Beginning  of  next  week  at  farthest,  I  hope  within  three  or  four 
Days  iSterwaras  io  be  able  to  pay  my  Respects  to  You  at  Philadel* 
phia;  &  to  assure  you  again  that  I  am  with  the  greatest  Regard. 

Sir, 

Your  most  hum^>*  obed'  servant, 

HORO.  SHARPB. 

Indoned.  ^ 

Gov'.  Sharpe,  Lre. 


^  H.  Fox,  Sbcr*y,  to  Gov.'Td^ORRis,  1755. 

Whitehall,  l4th  Nov'.  1755. 
Sir:' 

His  Majesty  having  been  graciouslv  pleased  on  the  Re«ignation  of 
Sir  Tho*  Robinson,  to  honor  me  with  the  Office  of  His  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Southern  Department ;  I  am  to  desire 
that  you  will  for  the  future  address  your  Letters  to  me,  which  yon 
may  be  assured,  I  shall  punctually  and  regularly  lay  before  The 
King,  and  transmit  to  you,  such  Instructions,  and  Orders,  as  His 
Majesty  may  think  proper  to  give  for  your  Guidance  k  Direction. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

H.FOX. 

P.  S.  Your  Letters  of  July  30«,  &  Aug^.  28*  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

Indorsed. — M'.  Fox. 

DepyGov'.  of  Pensylvania. 


Digitized  byCjOOQl^ 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1766.  «1 


Examination  of  H.  Fey,  &c. — Affairs  at  Wyoming,  1765. 

The  EzammatioD  of  John  Shmiok  &  Henry  Fry  at  their  return  from 
a  Journey  to  Wayoming : 

Q.— When  came  von  to  Waypming  ? 

A. — ^We  set  out  from  Bethlehem  the  6th  Inst^,  &  arrived  at  Way- 
oming  the  10th. 

Q. — ^What  occurred  to  yon  on  the  Way  there  ? 

A.-^-Last  Sunday,  the  9th,  We  met  with  a  Indian  who  had  a  Bun^ 
die  of  Skins  on  his  Back  and  a  Qnn  in  his  Hand,  who  as  soon  as  he 
saw  Us,  cried  out  in  a  great  Fright,  who  are  you  ?  we  answer'd,  good 
Friends.  We  then  askM  him  where  he  came  from,  ajid  where  He 
would  go  to  ?  He  Answer^(),  from  Wayoming,  and  was  going  to 
Gnadenhiitten.  And  when  he  came  near  to  Us,  We  ohserv'd  that 
He  tremhled  with  Fear.  He  then  ask'd  Us  where  we  came  from  f 
And  hearing  that  we  came  from  Qnadenhtitten,  he  shook  Hands 
friendly  with  us,  &  laid  his  Gun  down  hy  a  Tree  and  lit  his  Pipe, 
and  ask'd  how  the  Indians  in  Gnadenhiitten  did,  and  if  all  was  quiet 
&  peaceable  there  ?  We  answer'd  that  all  was  well  &  peaceable.  He 
was  a  Delaware,  &  Sfamick  spoke  Delaware  with  Him.  He  had  a 
B'  in  Gnadenhiitten,  whom  he  was  then  going  to  Visit.  N.  B.  We 
had  no  Gun  with  us.  Some  Hours  after,  as  we  went  up  aSMountain, 
We  observ'd  a  Bear  Skin  with  Flesh  in  it,  tied  up  with  a  carrying 
Band,  hang  on  a  Tree  by  the  way,  and  as  we  went  down  on  the  other 

fide,  an  Indian  overtook  Us,  and  told  Us  that  the  Indiam  whom  the 
'lesh  belonged  to  was  afraid  of  Us,  and  had  run  into  the  Woods  to  - 
hide  himselE  He  that  told  us  this  was^  on  Horseback  &  going  from 
Gnadenhutten  homQ  to  Wayoming,  and  we  had  no  further  Discourse 
with  him.  The  next  day,  in  going  down  the  Wayoming  Mountain, 
We  saw  an  Indian  before  us  with  a  Bear  Skin,  and  Deer  Skin,  and  ^ 
some  Flesh  on  his  Back  &  a  Gun  in  his  Hand,  who  as  soon  as  he 
observ'd  Us,  walk'd  go  Fast  that  we  could  not  overtake  him  in  two 
Miles  Distance,  but  being  then  a  good  way  before  Us,  He  rested  his 
Burden  against  a  Tree,  &  seeing  we  had  no  Gun  with  us.  He  stayed 
till  we  came  up  with  him,  we  then  ask'd  Him  where  He  lived  ?  He 
said  at  Wayoming,  and  so  we  pass'd  on  &  left  Him.  He  was  a 
Delaware,  and  look'd  Frightened.  About  Noon  we^  crossM  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  came  to  Wayoming,  where  the  Indians,  as  soon  as 
they  heard  of  White  People  being  come.  They  all  stood  at  their 
Doors  to  see  Us,  &  saluted  Us  &  we  them,  &  so  we  went  along  Hill 
we  oame  to  Packshanos  their  Chief's  House,  where  the  Indians  came 
to  Us,  shook  Hands  with  us,  &  bid  us  welcome. 

Q. — How  long  did  you  stay  there  ? 

A. — From  Monday  Noon  'till  Tuesday  Morning  at  Sunrise. 

Q.— What  was  your  business  there  ? 

A.-^We  were  sent  from  Bethlehem  by  B'  Spangenberg  to  the 
Shawano  Chiefs  Packshanos  &  Abraham  &  Jonathan,  Indians  living 
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at  Wajoming,  to  salute  them  and  desire  ihem  Aasistanoe  to  get  onr 
B'  Mark  Kiefer  from  Shomokia  to  Wajomiog,  k  to  send  him  with 
our  B'  Post,  who  is  now  at  Wajoming,  to  Bethlehem,  to  escape  the 
Danger  they  are  exposed  to  in  those  Parts. 

Q.— What  has  J>een  Post's  Business  there  ? 

A. — As  there  are  Indians  ktelj  removed  there  from  Gnaden- 
hiitten  &  SheoomecO;  &  other  Places,  to  whom  the  Brethren  for  these 
many  Years  past  have  preaoh'd  the  Gospel,  &  some  of  them  are  bap- 
tised, .His  proper  Business,  &  the  only  Commission  he  haa  from  the 
Gonffregation  at  Bethlehem  is,  (to  use  the  Indians  own  Phrase,)  to 
speaik  Words  to  them  of  their  God  &  Creator  as  often  as  they  de* 
aire  it 

Q. — What  Answer  did  Packshanos,  Abraham,  &  Jonathan  give 
to  the  Message  you  brought  tham  from  B'*  Spangenberg. 

A.-— Paokshanps  &  Abraham  said  we  are  old,  we  can't  travel  well, 
bat  said  Packshanos,  I  will  send  my  Son,  &  Jonathan  s^  I  am  willing 
to  go  with  him,  &  to  fetch  the  B'  to  Wayoming,  if  he  is  yet  alive  ; 
and  accordingly  they  set  out  early  on  Tuesday  the  11th.  We  gave 
them  a  Letter  to  Mark  Kiefer  from  B'  Spangenberg,  &  Packshanoa 
gave  them  the  following  Instructions,  viz^.  To  go  down  the  Kiver  oa 
that  side  as  far  as  Labaoh  Peters,  &  there  cross  the  River,  &  enquire 
at  Labach  Peters  (a  small  Indian  Town)  how  it  was  at  Shomokin,  if 
the  French  were*  there,  as  they  in  Wayomick  had  been  inform'd, 
erecting  a  Fort ;  and  if  they  were  there  informed  of  danger,  then  to 
proceed  till  within  6  Miles  of  Shomokin  &  there  to  leave  their  Horses, 
&  to  go  on  in  the  Night  to  Shomokin,  &  to  go  to  the  B*^  House  & 
get  -him  away  in  the  Night  &  convey  Bin|  to  Wayoming.  An^ 
Mark  Kicfer's  Instructions  is,  to  leave  the  House  &  Things  at  all 
Adventures,  &  go  forthwith  along  with  them  to  Wayoming,  &  from 
thence  to  Bethlehem., 

Q. — What  further  Conversation  had  you  with  the  Indians  there  ? 
*  A. — Jonathan,  an  Indian,  told  us  that  Packshanos  and  Abraham, 
Jonathan's  Father,  and  some  others,  were  sent  for  to  Shomokin,  & 
when  they  came  there  th6y  found  that  the  Indians  there  were  con- 
vened to  a  Treaty,  Where  a  Mohawk  French  Indian  gave  a  String  of 
Wampum  &  addressed  the  other  Indians  in  these  Terms :  Your  Grand 
Father,  i.  e.,  the  French  King,  sends  you  Word  that  I  intend  to 
come  down  with  1500  Men  with  me,  but  do  not  you  be  afraid,  For 
I  do  not  design  to  hurt  you,  but  only  the  White  People  like  my 
Self;  but  I  would  let  you  know  that  I  have  a  broad,  sharp  Hatchet, 
therefore  do  you  stand  of  &  come  not  near  lest  you  get  hurt,  for  my 
Hatchet  is  very  Broad  &  Sharp.  To  whom  the  Indians  made  An- 
swer, if  this  is  your  Intention,  then  come  not  thro'  our  Land.  They 
told  us  Further,  that  they  were  afraid  of  the  English,  for  they  had 
been  told  that  they  intended  to  come  to  Wayoming  &  bind  the  In- 
dians, &  oarvy  them  to  Philad*,  and  if  any  resisted,  they  would  cut 
his  Head  off,  &  ask'd  us  if  we  knew  any  thing  of  it?  We  answer'd, 
that  it  is  true  that  the  white  People  are  very  much  disturb'd;  because 
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Aftt  w  umbj  of  them  hare  been  mnrtker'd  abeat  tbe  Sosqnehaoa, 
and  a  White  Man,  who  was  fired  at  &  wounded,  made  his  fisoape, 
&  reported  that  it  was  a  Delaware  who  shot  him,  &  that  the  white 
People  did  not  know  how  to  nnderatand  the  Matter,  whether  the 
Hurther  Was  committed  by  our  Indians  or  by  French  Indians,  or 
who  else  had  done  it.  He,  Paokshanos,  said  that  he  eould  answer 
for  it,  that  M^t  one  of  his  Wayoming  Indians  had  any  Hand  in  it 
Bitt  it  may  be  that  the  Delawares,  Shawanos,  &  other  Indians  afaonfr 
the  Allegheny  Mountains  &  Ohio,  may  have  been  procured  by  the 
French  to  do  this  Mischief.  We  told  that  we  thought  it  would  ber 
well  if  He  sent  Word  to  the  Oovemour  of  it,  &  that  he  might  be  in-* 
formM  of  their  Mind,  and  prevent  any  misunderstanding.  To  which 
Packshanoe  &  Abraham  answer'd,  that  we  have  done  2  days  ago  by 
2  Strings  of  Wampnm  and  a  Message  to  the  Governour,  by  Mr« 
Charles  Broadhead ;  that  as  the  Gh>vernour  told  us  at  a  Treaty  last 
Spring,  that  we,  the  Indians  of  Wayoming,  should  sit  still  &  be  quiet, 
&  that  we  have  received  Word  &  a  String  of  Wampum  to  the  same 
purpose  from  Gen^  Johnson,  and  we,  the  Indians  at  Wayoming,  in 
Consequence  of  the  Govemour's  &  Johnson's  Word,  do  sit  still  & 
are  quiet  .  But  still  they^are  in  Fear,  &  know  not  what  to  do,  for 
there  eomes  no  Trader  now  amongst  them,  and  they  are  afraid  to  go 
among  the  white  People,  &  their  Ammunition  is  spent,  if  they  should 
have  occasion  to  defend  themselves,  they  would  be  in  the  greatest 
distress.  And  they  ask'd  us  if  the  Brethren  at  Bethlehem  or.Gna* 
denhiitten  had  Powder  &  Lead  to  sell  ?    We  answered -no. 

Jonathan  also  informed  na  that  Paokshanos  kept  very  good  order 
tibiottg  his  Indians  at  Wayoming,  &  that  no  one  goes  out  a  Hunting 
without  first  acquainting  Him,  when  &  where  he  intends  to  go,  and 
when  He'll  return,  that  so  upon  any  Occasion  the  Indians  may  very 
soon  be  called  together. 

Taken  before  me^  on  their  Solemn  Affirmation,  the  15th  Nov*', 
1755. 

^        TIM^-  HORSFIELD.* 


Gen.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Albany,  Nov  15, 1755. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  Afternoon  I  had  the  Honour  of  receiving  xwoPacketts 
from  you  by  Express,  the  first  dated  Ooto'  31**,f  and  a  subsequent  one 
without  Date ;  in  the  former  of  these  you  represent  to  me  the  Devas- 
tations now  making  by  the  French,  &  Indians  in  their  Interest,  upon 
his  Majesty's  Subjects  in  the  back  Settlements  of  yonr  Government, 
and  the  Designs  which  you  apprehend  the  French  have  upon  his 

♦  IncloMd  in  T.  H.'s  Letter  of  November  6th,  see  Exfwnination  of  Sadel 
and  Zeisberger,  page  468.  t  Col.  Rco.  VoL  VI.  p.  665 
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Mi}«st7'8TeTritoriee  there,  paitiwlarly  Shanokin ;  and  to^vtint  ue 
'<  that  your  Coancil  have  unanimottsly  advia'd  yon  to  apply  to  me, 
^  to  order  each  of  his  Majesty's  Foroea  as  the  Bxigenoiea  of  the 
''  FroTinoe  under  yonr  Command  require,  and  his  Majeety's  Serviee 
^  in  the  other  Colonies  will  permit  me  to  spare/'  and  in  the  latter 
yon  inform  me,  you  have  reoeiy'd  farther  Intelligenoe  of  the  Mia* 
ohiefs  and  Cruelties  committed  by  the  Indians ;  <^  that  ^a  are  with* 
**  out  Men,  Money,  Arms  or  Ammunition  at  your  Disposal,  eaa  get 
^  no  aid  from  the  Assembly  of  yonr  Province,  and  do  not  see  how  you 
'<  can  i»oteot  the  People,  or  secure  the  Province  from  being  lay'd 
<^  waste  unless  I  will  supply  you  with  Troops  &  Money  for  that  Pur* 
^  pose,''  and  desire  me  to  famish  you  with  the  latter  upon  the  foun- 
dation of  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Circular  Letter,  dat^  June  19'^, 
to  the  several  Governors  upon  this  Continent,  directing  them  to 
apply  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  for  the 
time  being  in  North  America,  for  such  sums  of  money  w«^  may  be 
necessary  to  discharge  such  Expences,  as  have  been  or  may  be  in« 
anrr'd  on  Ace*  of  the  Services  or  Operations  to  be  perform'd  by 
them,  or  in  any  respect  under  their  Directions,  and  which  are  not 
properly  chargeable  to^  the  Account  of  their  ^respective  Govern- 
ments. ^  ^  # 

I  am  extremely  ooncem'd.  Sir,  at  the  calamitous  Situation  of  his 
Majesty's  distressed  Subjects  in  the  back  Settlements  of  your  Pro-, 
vince,  without  any  prospect  of  immediate  Relief  from  your  Gt>vem- 
ment|  and  the  cruel  Depopulations  daily  made  in  his  Territories 
there^  w«^  seem  at  present  to  be  abandon'd  to  the  Enemy.  I  do  as- 
sure you,  if  it  was  in  my  Power  to  send  you  present  Succour  from 
his  Majesty's  Forces  under  my  Command,  I  would  do  it  with  the 
greatest  Pleasure;  But  the  State  of  those  Forces,  and  the  Colonies 
where  they  are  posted,  will  not  admit  of  my  doing  it.  The  three 
Regiments  in  Nova  Scotia  are  but  barely  sufficient,  with  the  New 
England  Auxiliaries  now  there,  to  protect  that  Province  against  the 
Attempts  w^^  may  be  suddenly  made  by  the  French ;  Sir  William 
Pepperrell's  and  my  own  Regiments,  except  a  very  small  Detach- 
ment, are  posted  at  Oswego,  upon  the  Carrying  Place  at  Oneida,  & 
at  the  German  Flatts,  for  the  protection  of  the  first  mention'd  Im- 
portant Place,  and  our  necessary  Magazines  of  Stores  &  Provisions 
at  the  other  two,  upon  the  preservation  of  which  all  the  Operations 
of  an  early  Campaign  the  next  Spring  absolutely  depend ;  of  the 
two  British  Regiments  in  the  City  the  Effectives  fit  for  Duty  do  not 
exceed  1050,  and  600  of  those  have  held  themselves  vdl  readiness 
these  two  Days  to  march  to  the  Assistance  of  the  Army  at  Lake 
George,  w""^  is  alarmed  with  Intelliffence  of  a  very  large  Body  of  the 
Enemy's  being  in  motion  to  attack  it|  and  it  is  necessary  the  re- 
mainder of  them  should  continue  here ;  Besides,  the  sending  of 
these  Regiments,  or  any  considerable  part  of  them  this  Winter  to  the 
back  parts  of  your  Provinooi  must  inevitably  fain  his  Majesty's 
Service  for  the  next  Spring. 
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Afl  to  my  fianikhmg  you  with  tlie  King's  moiiej,  Sir,  for  Mfj^^ 
ing  Expencee,  w^  yea  take  Notice  of  in  your  Letter  is  chargeable 
te  the  Aoeomit  of  year  Oovernment^  the  bare  Inspection  of  Sir 
ThomaB  Robinson's  Letter  mast  shew  it  to  be  out  of  my  Power^  and 
I  oan't  but  hope  that  yonr  rioh  populous  Government  will  not  con* 
tinne  insensible  of  the  Devastations  daily  made  in  their  Country } 
but  if  it  was  possible  that  their  Duty  to  his  Majesty,  &  a  sense  of 
the  Miseries  of  the  Pepple  in  the  expos'd  parts  of  the  Oovernment 
should  not  be  sufficient  Motives  to  them  to  protect  the  People  undev 
their  Oare,  yet  their  own  Interest,  &^ven  preservation  as  a  Govern^ 
meiU  must  effectually,  prevail  with  them  to  do  it. 

As  to  the  Provisions  w^  you  mention  in  your  Letter  to  have  been 
pnrchas'd  by  you  for  General  Braddock,  and  to  be  left  in  your  Hands 
and  w*^  you  purplbse  to  use  for  the  People  in  the  back  parts  of  your 
Province ;  if  you  will  take  upon  you  to  have  them  replaced  in  the 
City  of  New  Ywk  by  April  next,  in  such  Case  I  shall  have  no  Ob- 
jection to  your  using  them  upon  the  present  Occasions,  otherwise  I 
can't  consent  to  have  those  Provisions  diverted  from  the  use  of  the 
King's  Troops. 

The  Powder  and  Ordnance  Stores  in  Fort  Cumberland  are  lodg'd 
ther^or  his  Majesty's  Service  in  an  Expedition  against  the  French 
Settlements  upon  the  Ohio,  which  I  hope  will  be  effectually  carry'd 
OQ  the  next  year,  so  that  I  can't  possibly  order  any  part  of  them  for 
the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  your  Government,  where  I  suppose  a 
sufficient  Quantity  may  be  had  for  the  present  Occasion  of  the  ex* 
poe'd  Inhabitants. 
I  am,     ' 

Sir,        Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Sevant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Hon**"  Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 
Indorsed, 

Gen»  Shiriey,  Albany,  Nov'  15«^,  1755. 


Gbn.  Shibley  to  Gov.  Morbis,  1755. 

Albany,  Nov'  16«,  1766. 
Dear  Sir: 

It  gives  me  Pain  to  See  the  Distress  of  mind,  which  I  know  so 
generous  an  one  as  yours  must  be  in  upon  the  Calamitous  Situation 
of  the  poor  People  in  the  back  Settlements  of  your  Governm%  & 
the  daily  Devastation  &  Incroaohments  made  within  &  upon  his  Ma- 
jes^s  Territories  under  your  Command,  owing  to  the  Obstinacy  & 
perverseness  of  your  Assembly,  and  to  find  myself  incapable  of 
giving  yon  and  the  poor  expos'd  Sufferers  the  desir'd  Assistance. 

The  only  Advice  I  can  give  you  under  these  malancholly  Circum- 
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Btoaoefl,  is  to  oonUnoe  to  do  (as  you  have  hitherto  d^oa)  ^vwj  thiag  in 
yonr  Power  to  encourage  the  People  to  exert  themselTee  in  their 
own  Defence,  &  to  persevere  in  year  Representations  to  the*  AMeofr* 
hly  of  the  ruinous  State  of  these  People,  and  the  iDmiaeat  danger 
there  is  of  ereat  part  of  the  Ph>vinoes  being  suddenly  lost  to  the 
Enemy,  and  in  your  Applications  to  them  (the  Assembly)  to  do 
thoir  Duty  to  their  King  &  Country  in  putting  an  End  to  the  Mise- 
ries &  Pain  of  the  poor  ezpos'd  8uflfererS|  and  preyentiag  the  loss 
which  the  Crown  is  threaten'd  with. 

ThiS;  my  Dear  Sir,  b  all  you  can  do  at  present,  &  to  wait  with 
patience  for  the  Success  of  your  Endeavours,  which  yon  should  not 
dispair  of. 

Amidst  these  publick  Evils  w^"^  surround  &  distress  you,  it  gives 
me  great  Pleasure  to  find  the  promising  prospect  fon  have  of  great- 
ly increasing  your  private  Fortune,  &  uyihg  up  happier  hours  for 
yourself  when  you  shidl  be  rid  of  your  present  Troubles. 

I  am  very  sorry  for  &  greatly  surpriz'd  at  the  part  Franklin  hath 
acted  towards  you. 

licslie  and  Scott  are  to  set  out  tomorrow  in  order,  to  wait  upon 
you,  and  assisting  in  settling  the  Waggoner's  Accounts,  &o. 

The  Troops  must  have  perish'd  if  I  had  not  consented  t»  the 
building  of  some  Barracks;  I  did  every  thing  to  avoid  it  I  could. 

My  Orders  to  Colonel  Dunbar  w^re  to  leave  the  Independent  Com- 
panies at  Fort  Cumberland ;  when  he  had  brought  them  to  Phila- 
delphia, I  then  indeed  order -d  him  to  bring  them  to  Albany. 

Your  Nephew  merits  every  thing  which  I  can  with  Propriety  do 
for  him,  and  the  kindness  I  have  conceiv'd  for  him  with  my  Fiiend- 
ship  to  you  will  prompt  me  in  the  strongest  manner  to  do  it. 

The  indos'd  will  shew  you  what  I  am  order'd  to  do  by  the  Lords 
Justices.  I  think  the  concerting  a  general  Plan  of  Operations  for 
the  ensuing  Year  a  Work  of  very  great  Consequence  to  his  Majesty's 
Service  &  all  the  Colonies,  and  will  be  the  most  effectual  means  for 
putting  an  End  to  Mischiefs  now  reigning  in  your  own  Government, 
and  preventing  the  like  for  the  future ;  and  I  can't  but  think,  if  yoa 
can  possibly  attend  the  Council  I%hall  hold  at  New  York  on  the 
first  or  second  of  December,  if  possible,  without  very  eztraordioary 
Inconveniences  &  Dangers  arising  to  your  Province  from  your  Ab- 
sence for  a  few  days,  it  would  greatly  promote  the  public  Otwdj  & 
be  well  taken  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  If  this  Opportunity  is 
lost  a  Congress  of  Oovemors  can't  be  had  this  Year,  &  his  Majesty's 
Service,  I  am  persuaded,  must  suffer  greatly  for  want  of  it^ 

I  beg,  the  Instant  you  receive  this,  in  oase  you  shall  not  meet  me, 
you  will  dispateh  your  Answer  to  me  at  New  York,  to  let  me  know  it. 
I  am  with  great  Truth  and  Esb&em, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  Affectionate  Friend,  and 

fiithfuU  Humble  Servant, 

„  .  W.  SHIRLEY- 

Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 
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P.  S.    Ibave  desir'd  Gov*  Sharpe,  notwithstandiiig  hia  former 
IMsappointment  to  be  present  at  the  Goanoil. 
Indorsed. 

General  Sbirlcy,  15  Nor,  1755. 


Extract  from  Governor  Shirley's  Letter  to  Gov. 
Morris,  1765. 

The  inclosed  will  Shew  yon  what  I  am  ordered  to  do  by  y  Lords 
Justices ;  I  think  y*  concerting  a  general  Plan  of  Operations  for  y* 
ensuing  Year,  a  work  of  very  great  Consequence  to  his  Majesty's 
Service,  and  all  y  Colonies,  &  will  be  y*  most  effectual  means  of 
putting  an  End  to  Mischiefs  now  reigning  in  your  own  Government, 
&  preventing  y  like  for  y*  future,  and  I  can't  but  think  if  you  can 
possibly  attend  y  Council  I  shall  hold  at  New  York  on  y*  first  or 
second  of  December,  if  possible,  without  very  extraordinary  Incon- 
veniences &  Dangers  arising  to  your  Province  from  your  absence  for 
a  few  Days,  it  would  greatly  promote  y"  Public  Good,  &  be  well  taken 
by  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  If  this  Opportunity  is  lost,  a  Congress 
of  Governors  can't  be  had  this  year,  &  his  Majesty's  Service,  I  am 
persuaded;  must  Suffer  greatly  for  want  of  it. 
A  true  Copy, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secry  * 
Indorsed, 

Extract  of  Gov'  Shirley's  Letter  to  Gov'  Morris. 
Albany,  Nov'  y  15%  1765. 


Sir  Charles  Hardy  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Albany,  16th  November,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  several  Letters,  by  Express,  of  the  29 
and  3l8t  October,  and  the  1st,  2d  and  6thf  of  this  month,  with 
copies  of  the  Intelligence  concerning  the  Enemy's  motions  in  the 
back  (Mirts  of  your  province,  also  the  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  the  care  of  which  I  am  much  ob« 
liged  to  you. 

I  am  extremely  ooDcemed  to  see  your  Assembly  will  not  make 
the  necessary  Provision  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  truely^ 
if  they  will  not  enter  on  the  proper  Measures  upon  the  earliest  Ad- 
.vices  of  an  Invasion,  I  fear  little  can  be  expected  from  them,  and 
great  part  of  the  Colony  must  be  laid  waste  before  the  Enemy  can 
be  opposed. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  745,  747,  705.  '         f  See  p.  472. 
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Howcter  d<ffioalt  it  may  be  to  bring  the  Araembly  to  pui,  a 
Militia  Law,  I  ahould  hope  they  might  be  brought  to  paas  a  Vote  of 
Credit,  to  enable  yon  to  raise  men  for  the  aeourity  and  defence  of 
the  Provinoe.  Your  aitoation  under  the  present  circamstanoes,  flanst 
be  very  disagreeable,  but  I  hope  your  Presence  may  have  good  eftds, 
as  yon  will  be  able  to  put  those  who  are  in  readiness  to  appear  for 
the  common  defence,  into  some  Order  and  Regulation,  and  I  wish  it 
were  in  my  power  to  assist  you  with  any  Arms  or  Ammoniticmi  but 
what  wc  have,  is  all  employed  in  the  present  service. 

Gommissioners  are  here  from  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut 
Oovernments,  to  determine  what  measures  are  to  be  taken  with  their 
forces  raised  for  the  Expedition,  against  Crown  Pointy  which  has  had 
no  better  succes  than  the  other  Expeditions  carryed  on  this  year. 

General  Shirley  tells  me  he  writes  to  you  by  this  Express,  to  de- 
sire you  will  give  him  a  Meeting  at  New  York.  I  hope  the  prcscat 
state  of:  things  in  your  Province,  will  not  prevent  our  having  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you^  as  a  general  Conference  of  the  GoverAon 
seems  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  promoting  and  carrying  into  exe- 
cution his  Majesty's  service  next  year. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  leave  this  City  In  a  few  days^  and  to  kiss  jour 
hand  at  New  York.     I  am,  with  great  esteomi 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,** 

humble  Servant,  "^ 

CHAS.  HARDY. 

Governor  Morris. 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed;  which  I  am  desired 
to  forward  by  Col.  Dunbar. 
Indorsed y 

S'  Charles  Hardy,  16  Nov',  1755.       • 


Gov,  MoBRis  TO  Qbn.  Shirley,  1>55. 

Nov.  10,  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  Mr.  Bensill,  who  has  behaved  bim- 
self  exoeeding  well  ever  since  he  entered  into  the  service  of  the 
Crown,  and  should  you  want  men  for  your  own  Regiment,  as  he 
speaks  the  Dutch  and  Sweedish  Languages  well,  I  think  he  will  h® 
a  very  good  Assistant  Officer  to  my  nephew  in  this  Province,  bat  of 
this  you  are  the  best  judge. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Indians,  after  having 
laid  waste  a  considerable  extent  of  country,  and  drove  about  a  tboa- 
sand  fumilys  from  their  habitations,  havo  retired  from  our  bordersy 
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but  am  affraid  they  bave  left  us  but  for  a  little  time^  and  will  return 
irith  greater  numbers  and  penetrate  mueh  further  into  the  Province, 
as  they  have  hitherto  met  with  no  resistance,  nor  do  I  expect  the 
Assembly  will  enable  me  to  oppose  them  in  their  future  operation's'. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  at  New  York,  perfectly  recovered  from 
the  fatigues  of  the  Campaign,  and  enjoying  perfect  health. 

You  must  be  sensible  Sir,  how  necessary  it  is  for  his  Majesty's 
Service,  and  the  safety  of  these  His  Dominions,  that  the  strength  of 
the  Colonys  should  be  united  against  the  French,  and  under  such  a 
direction,  that  it  may  bo  employed  in  the  most  effectuall  manner, 
for  while  they  remain  in  this  Present  disjoynted  state,  and  the  several 
Colonys  not  only  4l  liberty  whether  they  will  act  or  not,  but  also  in 
ivhat  manner  and  where  they  will  employ  their  strength,  this  must 
in  ita  consequence  weaken  any  operations  that  depend  in  the  least 
upon  what  they  will  do.  The  formation  of  a  union  may  not  there- 
fore be  unworthy  your  consideration,  at  this  time ;  a  war  with  France 
seems  to  be  at  hand,  the  scene  of  which  may  probably  be  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  Plan  formed  at  Albany,  was  upon  such  Republican  Princi- 
ples, that  I  do  not  wonder  it  was  not  relished  at  home,  as  it  seemed 
calculated  to  unite  the  Colonys  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  give  the 
Crown  little  or  no  influence  in  their  Councils ;  any  new  plan  must 
therefore  be  such  as  will  meet  with  approbation  at  home,  to  which 
end  it  should  be  drawn  so  as  to  enable  the  Government  to  etaploy 
the  united  force'Of  the  Colonys,  where  and  when  they  may  think  it 
necessary,  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  them  in  that  Constitutional 
dependence  upon  the  mother  nation,  that  is  so  necessary  for  their 
mutual  Interest  and  safety. 

When  these  matters  are  under  your  consideration,  you  will  turn 
your  thoughts  to  this  Province,  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  British 
Empire,  extensive  in  its  bounds,  temperate  in  its  climate,  and  from 
its  produce,  trade  and  number  of  inhabitants,  capable  of  contribu- 
ting largely  towards  the  support  of  the  Common  cause.  But  un- 
fortunately, under  the  Government  of  a  set  of  men  who  are  or  pre- 
tend to  be  principled  against  defending  themselves  or  their  Country. 
To  oblige  this  Rich  and  flourishing  Province,  therefore,  to  bear  its 
part  of  the  common  and  necessary  Expences  of  defending  and  secur- 
ing the  whole,  seems  an  object  worthy  your  attention,  and  I  cannot 
doubt  but  the  several  governors  that  will  meet  you  at  New  York,  will 
readily  joyn  you  in  such  representations  as  you  may  judge  necessary 
to  obtain  a  thing  so  just  and  reasonable  in  itself. 

Indorsedy 
Nov.  16th,  1755,  Df^.  to  GenU  Shirley. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Hopkins,  1756. 

Philad*.,  No?'.  16, 1755. 
Sir, 

Before  I  was  favoured  with  Either  of  ydura  I  had  taken  off  tbe 
Gen^  Embargo  upon  ProTisions,  so  far  as  to  admit  of  their  going  to 
the  neighbouring  Colonjs  and  our  own  Islands,  which  made  parti- 
eular  Ljcenoes  to  the  Vessels  you  sent  unnecessary,  whioh  they 
should  otherwise  have  had ;  The  intention  of  the  Embargo  being  to 
hinder  auy  Supply  from  going  to  the  French,  and  not  to  distress  oor 
own  Colonys.  ^ 

I  flattered  myself  with  the  pleasure  of  meetii^you  at  New  York 
at  'the  Congress  Gen^.  Shirley  has  convened  there,  but  the  Afiairs  of 
this  Province  are  so  circumstanced  at  Present  that  I  cannot  Possibly 
leave  them.  The  Indians  who  lately  infested  our  Borders  are  indeed 
retired ;  but  having  met  with  no  resistance  in  their  Late  incursions, 
there  is  too  much  reason  ,to  fear  they  will  return  with  more  violenee 
and  penetrate  deep  into  the  Settlem**,  and  I^am  trying  to  prevail  oq 
my  Assembly  to  make  some  Provision  to  resist  them,  but  whether 
we  shall  agree  upon  the  terms  is  as  yet  very  uncertain. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  intelligence  that  a  party  of  Indiais 
have  Crossed  the  Mountains  from  the  Northward,  and  are  laying 
waste  the  Settlem*"  and  Slaughtering  the  Inhabitants;  the  people  in 
that  neighbourhood'Htre  mustering  together,  but  having  no  Discip- 
line and  but  few  arms,  will  be  able  to  make  but  little  resistance. 

Indorsed, — Draft  to  Gov'.  Hopkins. 


Timothy  Horsfield  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Belhlehem,  Nov'.  16, 1755. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour, 
Sir,      , 

According  to  my  promise  in  my  last,  that  if  at  the  return  of  tba 
two  Brethren  that  went  to  Wyoming  I  could  Learn  any  thing  worth 
communicating  I  would  take  care  to  do  it,  I  would  now  beg  leave  to 
Inform  your  Honour  That  soon  after  their  return  I  Examined  them, 
and  now  Inclose  the  Examination,'*'  and  Humbly  conceive  there  iB 
something  in  it  worthy  your  Honour's  notice. 

I  am  with  all  Due  Respect, 

Your  Honour's  Very  Obed* 
Humble  Servant, 

TIMO.  HORSFIELD. 
Directed.— To  the  Hon"'  Rob*.  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor 
of  Pcnsylvania. 

f  See  page  491. 
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Gov;  Morris  TO  Gov.  Belcher,  1755, 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  two  letters'*'  from  your  Ezcellency,  and  take 
this  opportunity  to  Acknowledge  your  oare  and  regard  for  the  safety 
of  these  Golonys^  and  to  thank  you  for  your  ready  oflfer  of  assistance 
Ur  this  Province  in  Particular.  I  admire  the  spirit  that  prevails  in 
your  Province,  where  a  just  sense  of  the  Blessings  they  enjoy,  a  due 
regard  both  to  the  rights  of  Oovemm^  and  the  Libertys  of  the  people 
are  the  springs  that  actuate  their  publick  councils,  and  enable  them 
tho'  a  small  province,  drain'd  of  a  considerable  part  of  their  wealth 
by  the  trading  citju^on  each  side  of  them  to  make  a  figure  equal  to 
most  of  tbeir  neighbours,  and  superior  to  some  that  arc  much  more 
able.  I  know  not  how  soon  they  may  be  obliged  to  act  in  their  own 
defence,  for  I  have  just  received  intelligence  that  the  Indians  have 
passed  the  Sasquahana,  and  are  fallen  upon  the  Country  beyond 
Beading,  at  a  place  call'd  Tulpehockin,  which  is  one  of  the  finest 
settlements  in  this  Province.  When  the  Express  came  away  they 
had  laid  waste  a  considerable  part  of  that  settlement,  and  the  people. 
were  flying  before  them,  having  no  discipline,  and  but  few  Arms 
among  them.  In  the  Hurry  that  this  fresh  intelligence  occasions,  I 
have  only  time  to  Assure  you  that. 


Irifforxedf 
Nov^  17th,  1755.    Draft  to  Gov'.  Belcher. 


I  am,  &c. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  1765. 

Philad*.,  Nov.  17,  1775. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  writing  the  Letter  herewith,  I  have  rcce'd  intelligence  that 
the  Indians  have  fallen  upon  the  Inhabitants  to  the  Southward  of 
the  Mountains,  at  and  near  a  place  called  Tulpehockin,f  about  Sixty 
miles  from  hence,  where  they  had  when  the  Express  came  away, 
burnt  several  Houses,  and  killed  Such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  cou'd 
not  escape  from  them ;  The  Settlement  they  are  now  destroying  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  this  Province,  the  Lands  are  very  rich  and  well 
improved. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Most.  Affectionate, 
Huml)le  ServS 

EOBT.  H.  MOBRIS. 
Gcn^  Shirley. 

Indorsed^ 
Jjetter  to  Gen'.  Shirley,  17  Nov.  1775. 

*  /Sbe  p.  481-480.  t  S«®  ^^^^^'  ^^^9  ^<>1'  ^^'»  P*  '^^^' 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


5M  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIYSS  1765. 

Gen.  SniRLEY  to  Gov.  Moreis,  1765. 

;  Albany,  NoY' 19%  1755. 

Sir:  . 

Upon  further  Consideration  of  the  cxpos'd  State  of  his  Majesty's 
Territories  in  the  back  Settlements  of  the  Province,  under  your 
Ooyemment  and  present  Incursions  of  the  Frcnoh  &  Indians  into 
them,  together  with  the  distress'd  Condition  of  bis  Majesty's  Sub- 
jects Inhabiting  there,  whom  you  have  represented  to  be  in  want  of 
Ammunition  requisite  for  defending  themselves,  ft  the  King's  Rights 
against  the  Enemy,  as  also  of  Provisions,  &  that  you  have  no  Expec- 
tation of  the  Assembly  in  your  Governments  providing  the  neces- 
sary Supplies  for  them  in  time,  in  order  to  prevent  the  immediate 
Depopulations  &  Incroachments,  w"*  threaten  his  Majesty's  said 
Territories,  k  relieve  his  distress'd  Subjects  there,  untill  the  Assem- 
bly of  your  Province  shall  make  effectual  provision  for  the  Defence 
&  protection  of  both,  I  inclose  you  an  Order  for  50  Barrels  of  the 
King's  Powder  in  the  Magazine  at  Fort  Cumberland,  near  Will's 
Greek,  for  those  purposes,  &  hereby  consent  to  your  Distributing 
such  Quantities  of  his  Majesty's  Provisions  in  your  Hands,  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  Support  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  back 
Settlements  as  are  employ'd  in  Defence  of  the  King's  Lands  there,  in 
confidence  that  your  Assembly  will  soon  order  the  50  Barrrells  of 
Pbwder  &  Provisions,  w^^  shall  be  expended  in  the  aforesaid  Services 
to  be  replac'd  in  his  Majesty's  Stores. 

Mr.  Leake,  the  Commissary  General  of  Provisions  here,  the 
^^Bggon  Master,  General  Scott  and  Lieut.  Leslie,  Assistant  to  the 
Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  will  attend  you  soon  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  bring  two  Letters  with  them  to  Mess'*  James  Turnass  & 
Richard  Vernon,  ****** 

to  attend  the  Settlements  of  the  Acoompts  of  what  is  due  to  the 
Waggoners,  &o.J 
I  am^ 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble 

Servant, 

W.  SHIRLET. 

Hon*»«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq*". 

P.  S. — As  the  laying  before  me  several  Accompts  will  retard  the 
Departure  of  the  Waggon  Master  Gen^,  Mr.  Leslie  and  Leake,  I 
send  these  dispatches  by  Express  to  let  your  Honour  see  the  neoes« 
sity  of  staying  for  their  arrival  before  the  Accompts  depending  with 
Waggons^  &C.J  can  be  gone  into  at  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, 
General  Shirley.    Nov'  19, 1755. 
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CoNEAD  Weiser  TO  Gov.  MORRIS,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir :  - 

On  my  Betum  from  Philadelphia  I  met  in  the  Townshfp  of  Amity, 
in  Berks  County,  the  first  News  of  our  cruel  Enemy  having  invaded 
the  Country  this  Side  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  to  witt,  Bethel  and 
^  Tulpenhacon.     I  left  the  Papers  as  the  were  in  the  Messengers 
Hands,  and  hasted  to  Reading,  where  the  Alarm  and  Confasion  was 
very  great.     I  was  obliged  to  stay  that  Night  and  part  of  the.  next 
Pay,  to  witt,  the  IT^  of  this  Instant,'and  sot  out  for  Heidleborg, 
where  I  arrived  that  Evening.     Soon  after,  my  sons  Philip  and 
Frederick  arrived  from  the  Persuit  of  the  Indians,  and  gave  me  the 
following  Relation,  to.  witt,  that  on  Saturday  last  about  4  of  the 
Clock,  in  the  Afternoon,  as  some  Men  from  Tulpenhacon  were  going 
to  Diotrick  Six's  Pkce  under  the  Hill  on  Shamokin  Road  to  be  on 
the  Watch  appointed  there,  they  were  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  but 
none  hurt  nor  killed,  rQar  People  were  but  Six  in  Number,  the  rest 
being  behind,)  upon  wtiich  our  People  ran  towards  the  Watoh-hcuse 
which  was  about  one  half  a  mile  off,  and  the  Indians  persued  them, 
and  killed  and  Scalped  several  of  them.     A  bold.  Stout  Indian  came 
up  with  one  Christopher  Ury,  who  turned  about  and  shot  the  Indian 
right  through  his  Breast.     The  Indian  dropt  down  Dead,  but  was 
dragged  out  of  the  way  by  his  own  Companions,  (he  was  found  next 
Bay  and  scalped  by  our  People).     T*he  Indians  devided  themselves 
in  two  Parties,  Some  came  this  Way  to  meet  the  Rest  that  was 
going  to  the  Watch,  and  killed  some  of  them,  so  that  six  of  our 
Men  were  killed  that  Day,  and  a  few  Wounded.     The"  Night  follow- 
ing the  Enemy  attacked  the  House  of  Tho*.  Brown,  on  Swartaro 
Creek.     They  came  to  the  House  in  the  Dark  night,  and  one  of  them 
put  his  Fire-Arm  through  the  Window  and  shot  a  Shoemaker  (that 
was  at  Work)  dead  upon  the  Spot.     The  People  being   extreamly 
Surprized  at  this  Sudden  attack,  defended  themselves  by  firing  out 
of  the  Windows  at  the  Indians.     The  Fire  alarmed  a   neighbour 
who  came  with  two  or  three  more  Men ;  they  fired  by  the  Way  and 
made  a  great  noise,  scared  the  Indians  away  from  Bower's  House, 
after  they  had  set  fire  to  it,  but  by  Thomas  Bower's  Deligence  and 
Conduct  was  timely  put  out  again,  So  Tho".  Bower,  with  his  Family, 
went  off  that  Night  to  his  Neighbour  Daniel  Schneider,  who  came 
to  his  assistance.     By  8  of  ye  Clock  Parties  came  up  from  Tulpen- 
hacon &  Heidleberg.     The  first  Party  saw  four  Indians  running  off. 
They  had  some  Prisoners,  whom  they  scalped  immediately,  three 
Children  lay  scalped  yet  alive,  one  died  since,  the  other  two  are  like 
lo  do  well.     Another  Party  found  a  Woman  just  expired  with  a 
male  Child  on  her  side,  both  killed  and  Skalped.     The  Woman  lay 
upon  her  Face,  my  Son  Frederick  turned  her  about  to  see  who  she 
might  have  beoU;  and  to  his  and  his  Companions  Surprize  they  found 
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a  Babe  of  about  14  Days  old  under  ber,  raped  up  in  a  little  Cnsbiony 
bis  noee  quite  flat^  whicb  was  set  rigbt  by  Frederick,  and  life  was 
jet  in  ity  and  recovered  again.  Our  People  came  up  with  two 
Parties  of  Indians  that  Day,  but  they  hardly  got  sight  6{  them. 
The  Indians  Kan  off  Imediately.  Either  our  People  did  not  care  to 
fight  them  if  the  could  avoid  it,  or  (which  is  more  likely)  the  Indians 
were  alarmed  first  by  the  loud  noise  of  our  Peoples  coming,  because 
no  Order  was  observed.  Upon  the  whole,  there  is  about  15  killed 
of  our  People,  Including  Men,  Women  and  Children,  and  tho 
Knemy  not  beat  but  -scared  off.  Several  Houses  and  Bams  ore 
Bumod;  I  have  no  true  account  how  many.  We  are  in  a  Dismal 
Situation,  some  of  this  Murder  has  been  comitted  in  Tulpcnhaoon 
Township.  The  People  left  their  Plantation  to  within  6  or  7  mile^ 
from  my  House.  I  am  now  Busy  to  put  Things  in  Order  to  defend 
my  House  against  another  attach. 

Guns  and  Amunition  is  very  much  wanted  here,  my  Sons  have 
been  obliged  to  part  with  most  of  that,  that  was  sent  up  for  the 
use  of  the  Indians.  I  pray  your  Honour  will  bo  pleased,  if  it  lies 
in  your  Power,  to  send  us  up  a  Quantity  upon  any  Condition.  I 
must  stand  my  Ground  or  my  neighbours  will  all  go  away,  and  leave 
their  Habitations  to  be  destroyed  by  the  Enemy  or  our  own  People. 
This  is  enough  of  such  melancholy  Account  for  this  Time.  I  beg 
leave  to  Conclude,  who  amj 
Sir, 

Your  very  obedient, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 

Hoidleberg,  in  Berks 

County,  November  19%  1755. 

P.  S. — I  am  creditable  informed  just  now  that  one  Wolf,  a  Single 
Man,  killed  an  Indian  the  same  Time  when  Ury  killed  the  Other, 
but  the  Body  is  not  found  yet.  The  Poor  Young  Man  since  died  of 
his  Wound  through  his  Belly. 

To  Govemour  Morris. 

Indorsed. 

Conrad  Weiscr  to  ye  Govemour  relating  ye  Murders  done  near 
Tulpenhacon,  Nov'  19%  1755. 


Conrad  Weiser  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

May  it  please  the  Governor  I 

That  night  after  my  Arrival  from  Philadelphia,  Emanuel  Car- 
penter and 'Simon  Adam  Kuhn,  Esq".,  came  to  my  House,  and 
lodged  with  me.  They  acquainted  me  that  a  meeting  was  appointed 
(^of  the  People  of  Tulpenhacon  &  Heidleberg  and  adjacent  Plaoes,) 
in  Tulpenhacon  Township,  at  Benjamin  Spicker's  early  next  mom- 
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ing.  I  made  all  the  Hast  with  the  Indians  I  could,  and  gave  tbem 
a  Letter  to  Tho^  McKee,  to  furnish  them  with  necessaries  for  their 
Journey,  Scarujade  had  no  Creature  to  ride  on.  I  gave  him  one. 
Before  I  could  get  done  with  the  Indians  3  or  4  Men  came  from 
Bcnja.  Spickers  ^to  warn  the  Indians  not  to  go  that  way,  for  the  Peo- 
ple ware  so  enraged  against  all  the  Indians,  &  would  kill  them  with- 
out Distinc^on,  I  went  with  them ;  so  did  the  OentlenTen  before- 
named.  When  we  came  near  Benjamin  Spickers  I  saw  about  4  or 
500  men,  and  there  was  a  loud  noise,  I  rode  before,  and  in  riding 
along  the  Road  (and  armed  men  on  both  Sides  of  the  Road :)  I 
heard  some  say,  why  must  we  be  killed  by  the  Indians  and  we  not 
kill  them!  why  are  our  Hands  so  tied?  I  got  the  Indians  to  the 
House  with  much  adoe,  where  I  treated  then^with  a  small  Dram, 
and  so  parted  in  Love  and  Friendship.  Capt*  Diefenback  undertook 
to  conduct  them,  (with  five  other  men)  to  Susquehanah.  After  this 
a  sort  of  a  Counsel  of  warr  was  held  by  the  officers  present,  the 
Gentlemen  beforenamed  and  other  Freeholders.  It  was  agreed  that 
150  men  should  be  raised  immediately  to  serve  as  outscouts,  and  as 
Guards  at  Certain  Places  under  the  Kittitany  Hills  for  40  Days ; 
That  those  so  raised  to  have  2  Shillings  ^  Day,  &  2  Pound  of 
Bread,  2  Pounds  of  Beaff  and  a  Jill  of  Rum,  and  Powder  &  Led^ 
(Arms  they  must  find  themselves :)  This  Scheme  was  signed  by  a 
good  many  Freeholders  and  read  to  the  People.  They  cried  out 
that  so  much  for  an  Indian  Scalp  they  would  have,  (be  they  Friends 
or  Enemies)  from  the  Governor.  I  told  thejn  I  had  no  such  Power 
from  the  Governor  nor  Assembly.  They  begun,  some  to  Curse  the 
Governor ;  some  the  Assembly ;  called  me  a  Traitor  of  the  Country 
who  hold  with  the  Indians,  and  must  have  known  this  murder  be- 
fore hand,  I  sat  in  the  House  by  a  Lowe  Window,  some  of  my 
Friends  came  to  pull  me  away  from  it,  telling  me  some  of  the  Peo- 
ple threatened  to  shoot  me.  I  offered  to  go  out  to  the  People  and 
either  Pasefy  them  or  make  the  Kings  Proclamation ;  But  those  in 
the  House  with  me  would  not  let  me  go  out,  The  cry  was.  The 
Land  teas  betrayed  and  sold.  The  Comon  People  From  Lancas- 
ter County  were  the  worst.  The  wages  they  said  was  a  Trifle  and 
said  some  Body  pocketed  the  Rest,  and  they  would  resent  it.  Some 
Body  had  put  it  into  their  Head  jthat  I  had  it  in  my  Power  to  give 
as  much  as  I  pleased.  I  was  in  Danger  of  being  Shot  to  Death.  In 
the  mean  Time  a  great  smoke  arose  under  Tulpenhacon  Mountain, 
with  the  news  following,  that  the  Indians  had  comitted  murder  on  ^ 
mill  Creek,  (a  false  alarm)  and  set  fire  to  a  Barn,  most  of  the  Peo- 
ple Ran  and  those  that  had  Horses  Rode  off  without  any  Order  or 
Regulation,  I  then  took  my  Horse  and  went  Home,  where  I  intend 
to  stay,  and  defend  my  own  House  as  long  as  I  can,  There  is  no  Do- 
ings with  the  People  without  a  Law  or  Regulation  by  the  Governor 
and  Assembly.  The  people  of  Tulpenhacon  all  fled  ;  till  about  6  or 
Vol.  II.— 22 
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7  miles  from  me  some  few  lemains.    Another  such  atiaek  will  by 
all  the  Goontr J  waste  on  the  West  side  of  Schuylkill. 

I  am. 
Sir, 
yonr  Moat  obedient^ 

Heidleberg  in  the  Connty  of  Berks,   ) 
November  19*^  1755.  J 

GoYornor  Moiris. 

Conrad  Weiser.  [Copied.) 


Gov.  MoBRis  TO  GsN.  ShirlbTi  1755. 

Sir ;  . 

I  wrote  jour  Excellenoy  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Benzill^  f  who  I  hope 
will  find  you  safe  at  N.  York,  since  which  two  Yessels  are  arrived 
here  with  upward  of  three  hundred  Neutral  French  from  Nova  Soo- 
tia^  who  governor  Lawrence  has  sent  to  remain  in  this  Proviocei  and 
I  am  at  a  very  ereat  loss  what  to  do  with  them.  The  people  here  u 
there  is  no  military  force  of  any  kind,  are  very  uneasy  at  the 
thoughts  of  having  a  number  of  Enemy's  scaterd  in  the  very  bowelb 
of  the  Country,  who  may  go  off  from  time  to  time  with  intelligence 
and  Joyn  their  countrymen  now  employed  against  us,  or  foment  some 
intestine  commotion  in  conjnnetion  with  the  Irish  and  German  catho- 
lics, in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Province^  I  therefore  must  beg 
your  particular  Instructions  in  what  manner  I  may  best  dispose  of 
these  people,  as  I  am  desirous  of  doing  anv  thing  that  may  contri- 
bute to  his  Mfijist/s  Service.  I  have  in  the  mean  time  put  a  guard 
out  of  the  recruiting  partys  now  in  town  on  board  of  each  veaael, 
and  ordered  these  neutrals  to  be  supplyd  with  Provisions,  which 
must  be  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown,  as  I  have  no  Provincial  money 
in  my  hands;  for  this  service  I  have  prevailed  on  Cap*  Horris,  who 
is  recruiting  here  for  Coll*.  Dunbars  Regiment,  to  postpone  the  send- 
ing off  his  recruits  till  I  could  hear  from  you  upon  the  head^  which 
I  hope  to  do  by  the  return  of  the  post 
Indorsed, 

Df^.  to  Gen».  Shirley. 
Nov.  20%  1755. 

*  Autograph  cut  off.  f  See  p.  498. 

J  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  VT,  p.  712,  729,  751. 
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Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  November  the  20th,  1755. 
Sir, 

Two  days  ago  I  received  a  Letter  from  Oeneral  Shirley,  dated  at 
Albany,  the  10th  inst.,  wherein  he  gave  me  reason  to  expect  him 
here  before  this  time ;  it  is  now  reported  that  he  is  not  yet  embarkedj 
&  said  by  some  that  be  is  marched  with  the  two  British  Regiments 
to  join  General  Johnson  at  Lake  George,  this  however,  1  cannot 
credit,  because  I  think  in  that  case  he  would  have  favoured  me  with 
a  Letter.  Some  Gentlemen  of  this  City  have  been  advised  by  their 
Correspondents  at  Albany,  that  on  the  12th,  at  Night,  an  Mzpress 
arrived  from  Johnson's  Camp,  &  informed  General  Shirley  that  a 
Body  of  7000  French  &  Indians  were  within  twenty  miles  of  his 
Camp  or  Fort,  &  advancing  towards  it;  on  the  Eeceipt  of  this  Intel- 
ligence, the  two  Regiments  it  seems  were  ordered  to  march,  as  was 
Colonel  Scyler,  with  about  150  of  the  Jersey  Regiment  that  was  en- 
camped near  Albany,  &  orders  were  instantly  sent  to  the  Officers  of 
the  Militia  in  the  four  most  Northern  Counties  of  this  Province,  to 
hasten  with  800  or  1000  men  to  Albany,  to  garrison  that  place,  & 
convoy  Provisions  to  the  Army.  We  expect  every  minute  to  receive 
more  certain  Accounts,  but  many  People  are  of  Opinion  that  there 
has  been  already  an  Engagement  between  the  two  armies ;  I  should  be 
sorry  to  return  to  Maryland  without  seeing  the  General,  but  if  he 
docs  not  give  me  farther  room  to  expect  his  arrival  very  early  next 
week,  I  believe  I  shall  not  postpone  my  journey  longer  than  Monday 
»ext. 

With  the  greatest  Regard, 

I  am.  Sir,  " 

Your  most  humble 

&  obedient  Servant, 

HORO.  SHARPE. 

Indorsed. 

Gov  Sharpe,  20  Nov.,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharps,  1755. 

,    Philada.  Nov.  22d,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  Letter  I  received  from  Commodore  Spry,  I  have 
taken  the  first  opportunity  of  forwarding  the  same  to  you. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  acquaint  you  of  my  Assembly's  having 
fallen  into  such  measures,  for  the  Present  defence  of  the  Back  Parts 
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of  the  ProyinoOy  that  I  could  haye  Gompljed  with.    Bat  it  seems  aa 
if  it  was  determioed  that  we  shall  neyer  agree. 

Thej  haye  indeed  sent  me  such  a  Militia  Bill  as  neyer  was  thought 
of  in  any  other  Country,  &  I  am  afraid  was  intended  to  answer  no 
Purposes  but  to  amuse  the  People.    I  am,  &o.) 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Copy  to  Goy.  Sharpe,  Noy'r  22d,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Commodore  Sprt,  1755.* 

Sir, 

I  take  the  first  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your 
favor  of  the  21st  Oct'r. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  informing  me  of  the  state  &  nature 
of  your  command,  *  "*"  &  you  may  depend  on  it,  that  I  will  take  the 
most  early  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you  any  intelligenoei 
that  I  may  receiye,  &  shall  be  glad  to  concert  any  Measures  with 
you  that  may  be  thought  most  desirable  for  His  Majesty's  Seryioe, 
the  Security  of  these  Colonies^  or  for  the  distressing  of  the  common 
Enemy. 

I  think  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  if  you  should  want  Supplies 
of  any  Proyisions  or  other  kind  for  your  Fleet,  you  may  gett  them 
furnished  from  this  Proyinc^  upon  a  yery  short  notice. 

I  haye  receiyed  orders  from  His  Majesty  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  settle  a  Correspondence  with  whatever  Officer  Admiral  Boscawen 
should  leaye,  to  command  his  Majesty's  several  Ships  that  are  sta- 
tioned at  the  different  Colonys  of  North  America.* 

Philada.  22*  Nov.,  1755, 

Comodore  Spry. 

Indonedj 
J)f .  Letter  to  Comodore  Spry,  Nov'r  22',  1755. 

*  See  Colon.'  Roc.  Vol.  VII.  129. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Belcher,  1755. 

Sir, 

I  have  oqI  J  to  forward  the  inolosed,  which  came  to  me  from  Gov. 
Dinwiddle,  and  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  all  my  endcavoars  to 
perswade  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  to  come  into  measures  for 
the  common  defence  of  the  Inhabitants,  have  proved  ineffectual. 
They  have  indeed  sent  me  such  a  Militia  Bill  aa  never  was  thought 
of  in  any  other  Country,  and  I  am  affraid  was  intended  to  answer  no 
purpose  but  to  amuse  the  people,  who  begin  to  complain  of  befng 
left  exposed  to  the  cruelties  of  their  savage  Enemys,  in  which  I 
must  think  they  have  too  much  reason.  Governor  Lawrence  has 
sent  me  about  eight  hundred  Neutral  French,  who  I  am  at  a  lo§a 
how  to  dispose  of,  and  beg  your  Excellency's  thoughts  upon  the 
Head,  if  they  were  dangerous  at  Nova  Scotia,  will  they  not  be  more 
80  here  7  while  the  Indians  &  French  are  invading  us  in  all  parts  to 
whom  they  may  go  with  intelligence,  or  with  the  aid  of  the  German 
and  Irish  Roman  Cutholicks  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Province^ 
foment  some  comotions  to  favour  the  French  designs. 

I  am,  &o. 
Philada.,  22d  Nov.,  1755, 
Directed. — Gov.  Belcher.  >. 

Indorsed.   - 
Dn.  Letter  to  Gov.  Belcher,  Nov.  22d,  1755. 


B.  Holt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

At  The  Sessions  of  Assembly,  Lately  Held  at  New  Castle,  your 
Honour  was  Pleased  to  Signify  to  the  Representatives  of  Sussex, 
your  Early  and  Affectiorate  Care  for  the  Protection  &  Defence  of 
This  Frontier  County,  which  is  Scituate,  Partly  on  the  Atlantiok 
Ocean,  Partly  en  the  Bay  of  Delaware;  And  at  the  Same  Time  was 
so  Kind  as  to  Generously  Offer,  That  you  would  Sollicit  our  most 
Gracious  Sovereign  to  Supply  us  with  Some  Cannons  From  His 
Royal  Artillery  Stores:  Provided,  we  would  Build  Proper  Satterys 
to  Place  them  on. 

This  Beneficence  of  your  Honour  Hath  Been  Communicated  to 
the  Magistracy,  the  Grand  Jurors,  and  naany  of  the  Principal  Inha- 
bitants^ who  Expressed  much  Satisfaction  &  Gratitude  on  its  Being 
made  Known  to  Them.  And  it  is  From  Their  joint  request,  aa 
well  as  From  a  Fervent  Desire,  to  be  as  Serviceable  to  the  Crown 
and  usefull  to  the  Publick,  -as  in  my  Small  Sphere  of  actions  I  Poa- 
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siblj  Can,  That  at  Present  moves  me,  to  give  j'  Honour  tbe  follow- 
iog  Trouble :  Namely,  to  Supplicate  His  Majesty  for  Twelve  Peices 
of  Ordoance  For  the  use  and  Defence  of  this  Part  of  His  British 
Dominions ;  And  if  Through  His  Extensive  Royal  Grace,  Paternal 
Favour  and  Goodness,  They  be  Granted  of  the  Sizes  below  mention- 
ed, and  when  brought  over  Sea,  are  suitably  Blounted  and  Guarded 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Community ;  It  is  generally  thought 
that  with  such  an  aid  &  assistance,  we  can  Prevent  any  Privateers 
laying  in  the  road  of  Port  Lewes,  as  also  the  Eaemys  making  a 
descent  on  us  in  Boats  or  other  small  Craft. 

Sir,  inroads  and  invasions  from  the  French  Kings'  subjects  and 
their  Savage  Allies,  horrid  and  inhuman  Barbarity,  Devastations  and 
Slaughters,  by  them  committed  on  the  back  lohabitants  are  almost 
daily  sounded  in  our  Ears ;  and  these  alarms  ought  (in  my  humble 
opinion,)  to  stir  up  every  man  of  us  to  be  upon  our  Guard,  for,  on 
the  one  Hand,  should  a  Land  Army  come  against  us  we  must  fiaioe 
Ihera,  or  be  Driven  into  the  adjacent  waters,  on  the  other,  should 
War  be  declared  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  we  have 
grounds  to  Conjecture  it  is,  or  soon  will,  we  may  Probably  be  placed 
between  two  Fires,  from  ^hich  dangerous  situations  nothing  but  tho 
Aid  of  the  Crown,  Vigilance  of  its  Ministers,  true  Valour  &  Forti- 
tude among  our  selves,  joined  to  prudent  Counsells ;  And  these  se* 
veral  human  means,  Inflaenced  and  blessed  by  the  Supreme  Disposer 
of  all  Events,-  could  deliver  us. 

Sir,  this  Letter  is  Committed  to  the  Care  of  Cap^  David  Hall, 
who  will  wait  upon  y  Honour  with  it,  and  bringdown  any  Com- 
mands that  you  may  Please  to  Send  by  him  to  Sussex  County.    I 
now  Crave  leave  to  conclude,  &  subscribe  My  self; 
Sir,  Your  Honours 

Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

RS.  HOLT. 

Lewes,  November  the^4"»,  1755. 

P.  S.  As  to  the  Peices  of  Ordnance,  these  are  the  Sizes  and 
Magnitude  of  those  that  are  deemed  to  be  most  Serviceable  for  the 
uses  intended ;  the  which,  when  rec*,  will  be  carefully  Preserved, 
kept  in  Order,  and  redelivered  whensoever  His  Majestys  or  Successon 
Boyal  Will  and  Pleasure  shall  be  made  known  conoerning  them. 

8  Peices,  that  will  discharge  an  18»'  Ball. 

8  ditto,  .  .  12    Ditto. 

6  ditto,  .  .  '  6    Ditto. 

12  P-  in  all. 

But  the  Inhabitants  Humbly  submit  the  whole  to  y*"  Honoars  re- 
presentations, and  will  not  only  Aoquiesce,  but  be  thankful. 
Indorsed, 

Byves  Holt,  24  Novr,  1765. 
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CoNKAD  Wkiser  TO  Gov.  MORRIS,  1765. 

Honoured  Sir : 

We  the  Sabscribers  hereof,  being  met  together  to  think  on  means 
how  to  withstand  onr  omel  Indian  Enemy^  thought  fit  to  acquaint 
yonr  Hononr  of  the  Miserable  Condition  the  Back  Inhabitants  of 
these  parts  are  in : 

(1**)  Since  the  last  crnel  Murder  oommitted  by  the  Enemy,  most 
of  the  People  of  Tulpenhacon  have  left  their  Habitation }  Those 
in  Heidelberg  moves  their  Efifects.  Bethel  Township  is  intirely 
deserted. 

(2')  There  is  no  Order  among  the  People ;  one  cries  one  Thing, 
and  another  another  Thing.  They  want  to  force  us  to  make  a  Law, 
that  they  should  have  s^  Keward  for  every  Indian  which  they  kill ; 
They  demanded  such  a  Lawpf  us^  with  their  Guns  Cocked,  pointing 
it  towards  us. 

(8')  The  People  are  so  incensed,  not  only  against  our  cruel  Ene- 
my the  Indians,  but  also  (We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honour,) 
against  the  Governor  and  Assembly,  that  we  are  afeard  they  will  go 
down  in  a  Body  to  Philadelphia  and  comit  the  vilest  Outrages.  They 
say  they  will  rather  be  hanged  than  to  be  butchered  by  the  Indians, 
as  some  of  their  Neighbours  have  been  lately,  and  the  Poverty  that 
some  are  in  is  very  great. 

(4)  Yesterday  we  sent  out  about  Seventy  men  to  the  mountains 
to  take  Possession  of  several  Houses,  and  to  range  the  Woods  along 
the  mountain  in  Berks  County,  on  the  West  Side  of  Schuylkill. 
The  same  Number  are  sent  to  the  back  Parts  of  Lancaster  County, 
we  Promised  them  two  Shillings  ^  Day,  two  Pounds  of  Bread,  two 
Pound  of  Beaff,  and  a  Jill  of  Sum  a  Day,  and  Amunition,  and  that 
for  forty  Days,  or  till  we  shall  receive  your  Honours  Order.  We  per- 
suaded ourselves  Your  Honour  will  not  leave  us  in  the  Lurch ;  We 
must  have  done  such  a  Thing  or  else  leave  our  Habitation.  If  no 
worse :  and  all  this  would  not  do,  we  and  others  of  the  Freeholders 
have  been  Obliged  to  promiee  them  a  Reward  of  four  Pistoles  for 
every  Enemy  Indian  man  they  should  kill.  Many  Things  more  we 
could  mention,  but  we  dont  care  to  Trouble  your  Honour  any  Far- 
ther, do.  therefore  conclude,  and  beg  leave  to  Subscribe  ourselves, 
Honoured  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Servants, 

CONRAD  WEISER, 
EMANUEL  CARPENTER, 
ADAM  SIMON  RUHM. 

P.  S.     I  cannot  forbear  to  acquaint  your  Honour  of  a  certain 

Circumstance  of  the  late  unhappy  Aflfair  :  One Kobel,  with 

his  Wife  and  eight  children,  the  eldest  about  fourteen  Years  and  the 
youngest  fourteen  Days,  was  flying  before  the  Enemy,  he  carying 
one,  and  his  Wife  and  a  Boy  another  of  the  Childrenj  when  they 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


612  PENNSYLVANIA.  ABCHIVES  176S. 

were  fired  upon  by  two  Indians  very  nigh,  but  bit  onjj  tbe  Man 
upon  bis  Breast,  though  not  Dangerously.  They,  the  Indians,  then 
came  with  their  Tomhacks,  knocked  the  Woman  dowU;  but  not  dead. 
They  intended  to  )cill  the  Man,  but  his  Gun  (though  out  of  order  so 
that  ho  could  not  fire)  kept  them  off.  The  Woman  recovered  so  fiur, 
and  seated  herself  upon  a  Stump,  with  her  Babe  in  her  Arffls,  and 
gave  it  Suck;  and  the  Indians  driving  the  Children  together,  and 
8poke  to  them  in  High  Dutch,  he  still  we  wont  hurt  you.  Then  they 
struck  a  Ilatchit  into  the  Womans  Head,  and  she  fell  upon  her  Face 
with  her  Babe  under  her,  and  the  Indian  trod  on  her  Keck  and  tore 
off  the  Scalp.  The  Children  then  run  :  four  of  them  were  scalped, 
among  which  was  a  Girl  of  Eleven  Years  of  Age,  who  related  tbe 
whole  Story;  of  the  scalped,  two  are  alive  and  like  to  do  well.  Tbe 
Best  of  the  Children  ran  into  the  Bushes  and  the  Indians  after  them, 
but  our  People  coming  near  to  them,  and  hallowed  and  made  noise ; 
The  Indians  Ran,  and  the  Rest  of  the  Chldren  were  saved.  They 
ran  within  a  Yard  by  a  Woman  that  lay  behind  an^  Old  Log,  with 
two  Children ;  there  was  about  Seven  or  Eight  of  the  Enemy. 
I  am, 

Honoured  Sir, 

your  Obedient, 

C.  WEISER.  . 
I  intend  to  Send  a  Wagon  down  to  Philadelphia  for  Blankits  and 
other  Necessaries  for  the  People,  on  their  Guard  under  the  moun- 
tain, and  I  hope  it  will  be  then  in  your  Honours  Power  to  supply  ub.* 

Directed, 

To  the  honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Epq'.,  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pensilvania,  in  Philadelphia. 

Lulorsed, 

Conrad  Weiser. 
Reced  24*^,  Nov',  1755. 


'Xjov.  Morris  to  Timothy  Horsfibld,  1755. 

Sir: 

Your  Letter  of  the  26*^  Instant  enclosing  the  Original  Letter  of 
Mr.  Martin  Mack,  to  Mr.  Spangenburg,  dated  the  20^^  Instant,  and 
an  Extract  from  it  in  English  delivered  to  me  this  morning.  On 
the  26*'^  Instant  I  reeeivd  Mr.  Parsons's  Lre,  with  David  Ziesbergcrs 
Deposition  of  ye  22'  Instant,  &  your  Lre  to  him  of  the  same  date. 
It  gives  me  great  concern  to  see  that  a  few  merciless  Savages  can  by 
reason  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  Province,  perpetrate  such  hor- 

♦  See  Colon.  Eec,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  729.    . 
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fid  craelties  and  murders  on  poor  innocent  people,  living  peacefnlly 
in  their  habitations,  and  before  any  assistance  can  be  given  them 
make  their  escape  with  Jmpunitj,  and  go  on,  to  repeat  the 
game  wicked  acts  at  some  other  place.  I  approve  the  Steps  you 
have  taken,  and  heartily  wish  the  People  who  came  so  readily  on  the 
first  Alarm  had  been  able  to  come  up  ?nth  the  Indians,  and  have 
either  prevented  their  Execution  of  their  horrid  Purposes  or  engaged 
and  overcame  thein  in  their  Retreat. 

I  see  ye  Brethren  have  been  put  to  great  Expence  on  this  Occa- 
sion, but  as  a  Law  is  now  made  granting  Fifty-Five  Thousand 
Pounds  to  the  Kings  uses,  and  Mr.  Penn  has  made  a  new  Gift  of 
five  Thousand  Pounds  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Province.  I  am 
in  hopes  such  a  Plan  of  Operations  will  be  concerted  in  connection 
with  the  Gentlemen  apoii^ted  by  the  Act  to  dispose  of  the  mone^r 
granted,  as^ill  defend  the  Country  and  render  it  unnecessary  for  pn- 
vate  Persons  to  advance  their  own  Fortunes  for  the  publick  safety.  I 
can  give  no  directions  at  present^  but  as  soon  as  I  have  concluded  on 
the  Measures  proper  to  be  taken  to  secure  the  Frontiers,  I  shall  make 
my  orders  publick.  I  thank  you  for  the  Intelligence  you  have  been 
to  kind  as  to  give  me  from  time  to  time,  and  desire  you  will  con- 
tinue to  send  me  all  the  Information  you  can  procure,  of  every  mat- 
ter that  occurs  w"^  can  any  way  concern  the  public.  My  humble 
service  to  Mr.  Spangenburg.  lam^ 

Philad'.  S^9»»»  Nov.  1755. 
Timothy  Horsfield  Esquire. 
Indorsecl. 
DP.  of  a  letter  to  Timothy  Horsfield,  Esq'.  Nov'.  29«»,  1755. 


Gov.  Belcher  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  have  duly  received  Your  Honour's  Favours  of  the  17***  &  22* 
Ins*  J  and  I  thank  you  very  kindly,  for  the  early  InteUigence  you 
give  me,  of  the  Enemies  having  already  pass't  the  Susquehannah, 
and  had  fallen  upon  Tulpachochin  in  Pennsylvania  5  &  that  these 
things  notwithstanding.  Your  Assembly  seem  still  as  deaf  as  Adders, 
to  the  Defence  of  the  King's  Honour  and  Interest,  &  to  the  safety 
and  Welfare  of  the  poor  People;  if  things  go  on  much  longer, in 
this  Way,  it  must  bring  fatal  Kuin  and  Destruction^  upon  the  fine 
Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am.  Sir,  truly  surprised  how  it  cou'd  ever  enter  into  the  Thoughts 
of  those,  who  had  the  ordering  of  the  French  Neutrals,  or  rather 
Traitors  i  Rebels  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  direct  any  of 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  786,  766. 
22* 
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them  into  these  Proymoes,  where  we  have  already  too  sreat  a  Nam- 
ber  of  Foreigners  for  our  own  good  and  safety,  I  think  they  shoud 
have  been  transported  directly  to  old  Franoe,  &  I  intirely  coincide 
with  Yonr  Henoari  that  these  People  wou'd  readily  join  with  the 
Irish  Papists  &c.y  to  the  Ruin  and  Destruction  of  the  Bang's  Col- 
onieSy  &  shoud  any  cf  the  attempt  to  Land  here,  I  shoud  think  in 
Duty  to  the  King  &  to  His  good  People,  under  my  Care  to  do  all  in 
ray  Power  to  crush  an  Attempt.    I  respectfully  salute  you  &  am. 

Sir, 
Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient  & 

most  httmblo  Serv' } 

J.  BELCHER. 

Eliz*  Town,  (N.  J.) 

Nov  25, 1755. 

I  pray  Your  Honour  to  let  the  Inclosed  be  put  into  the  readiest 
Canal  to  find  its  Way  to  Gov.  Dinwiddle'*'. 

Directed. 

L.  Gov  Morris. 
Indaned. 
Gov.  Belcher. 


George  Stevenson  to  R.  Peters,  1755. 

D'  Sir : 

As  the  Bearer  carries  the  same  News  to  you  which  he  brought  to 
mc,  His  needless  to  say  any  thing  about  that. 

tVe  have  sent  53  Men,  well  filed,  from  this  Town  last  Monday,  2 
o'clock  P.  M.  &  a  Doctor,  some  Medicines  &  what  Ammunition  we 
could  spare  to  Tob*  Hendriz's  to  join  the  main  Body  of  English 
Tories  on  the  most  needful  Part  of  the  Frontiers,  Mr.  Adlum  is  with 
Hiem,  Mr.  Hamilton  is  gone  towards  Conigogeeg  last  Sunday  with  a 
Compaq 

Mr.  Bay  yesterday  with  &  at  the  Head  of  another.  We  are  all 
aloft  and  such  as  have  Arms  hold  themselves  ready,  but  alas  they 
are  few  in  Number;  40  Men  came  here  yesterday  willine  to  defend, 
but  had  but  3  guns  &  no  Ammunition,  a  could  get  none  nere,  there- 
fore went  home  again. 

We  stay  all  here  yet,  how  long  God  knows,  6  Familys  fled  from 
their  Homes,  Dist.  about  15  miles  vis :  Ganewago  last  Night,  the 
last  came  into  Town  about  Day  Break  This  Morning.  I  am  deter- 
mined to  stay  &  by  the  Assistance  of  Mr.  Lispy  &  the  other  Jus- 

*  S«e  CoL  Reo.  Vol.  VI,  p.  668,  p.  712,  729,  761. 
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iioaB,  on  the  i^t  Spirit  up  tlie'People  &  keep  'em  togeiber  (if  peff* 

aiblcy)  till  I  hear  from  the  Government. 

A  few  of  us  haye  pledged  our  Credit  for  publiok  services^  if  we 
are  encourag'd  we  will  stan'd  till  we  are  cat  off,  if  n^t  or  if  no  News 
comes  to  us  (w^^  we  shall  construe  as  discooragem*,)  some  of  ns  are 
bound  to  the  lower  Parts  of  Maryland  immediately,  if  not  scalp^ 
by  the  way. 

Herewith  you  have  another  of  our  Petitions  to  the  Assembly,  all 
I  shall  say  about  it  is  that  the  bigest  Part  of  its  Signers  are  Men- 
onists,  who  live  about  15  miles  westward  of  York. 

Please  to  deliver  it  to  the  Assembly,  the  Ezpress.wuts  which  has- 
tens me  to  the  only  agreeable  Part  of  my  Letter,  to  my  self  &  that 
is  that  in  Peace  or  War,  Comfort  or  Distress,  I  am, 
D'  8%  with  great  Esteem, 

y  most  obedient 

H"«  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 

York,  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  Wednesday,  5**  Nov'. 
Mr.  Peters. 
Tell  Hannan  we  are  all  Well. 
Indorsed,  "^ 

Geo.  Stevenson, 


William  Parsons  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  Deposition  was  made  by  one  of  the  Moravian 
Brethren  sent  here  for  that  Purpose  by  M'.  Horsfield.  Immediately 
upon  this  Information,  M'.  Martin  and  I  sent  over  the  River  to 
Coll.  John  Anderson,"**  desiring  him  to  order  about  100  of  his  Regi- 
ment to  our  Assistance,  and  those  are  the  Men  referred  to  in  M'. 
Horsfield's  Letter  inclosed.  The  very  bad  Weather  we  had  on  Sun- 
day Morning  prevented  their  marching  'till  noon  that  Day,  or  else 
they  would  have  been  at  Gnadenhuten  last  night.  I  have  dispatched 
Persons  every  where  amongst  the  lower  Inhabitants  to  alarm  them 
anil  to  hasten  them  to  come  to  our  Assistance.  In  this  poor  little 
Town  we  are  without  Men  and  without  Arms  to  oppose  the  Enemy, 
and  if  they  should  gain  Possession  either  of  this  place,  or  of  Beth- 
lehem or  Nazareth,  it  will  be  impossible  to  remove  them  without  a 
great  and  regular  Force.  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  give  your 
Honour  this  Information  by  an  Express  the  very  Minute  that  I 
received  M'.  Horsfield's  Letter;  And  to  entreat  your  Hon*'  if  it  be 

«  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  VL,  p.  787. 
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ftmMt  to  order  us  a  Supply  of  Arms  and  Ammaniftm  imaietliately» 

or  I  am  i^raid  it  will  be  quite  too  late. 
I  ani;  Sir, 
*  Year  Honour's  most  obedient^ 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 
Easton,  Nov'.  25th^  1755. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon^i*  Robert  Hunter  Morria,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the 
Provinoe  of  Pennsylvania;  &o.    For  his  Majesty's  Servioe. 
^  John  Weaver. 

Indoned. 

Wm.  Parsons  to  Gov'.  Morris,  Nov'.  25th,  1765. 


Militia  Law,  Passed  Novbmbkr  25,  1755. 

An  Act  for  the  better  ordering  and  regulating  Such  as  are  willing 
and  desireous  to  be  United  for  Military  Purposes  within  this 
Province. 

Whereas^  this  Provinoe  was  Settled  by  ^nd  a  Majority  of  the 
Assembly's  have  ever  since  been)  of  the  People  called  Quakers, 
who,  tho'  they  do  not  as  the  World  is  now  Circumstanced,  oondemn 
the  Use  of  Arms  in  others,  yet  are  principled  against  bearing  Arms 
Themselves.  And  to  make  any  Law  to  compel  them  thereto  against 
•  their  Consoienoes,  would  not  only  be  to  Violate  a  Fundamental  iit 
our  Constitution,  and  be  a  direct  breach  of  our  Charter  of  Privi- 
ledges,  but  would  also  in  Effect  be  to  commence  Persecution  againal 
all  that  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province ;  And  for  them  by 
any  Law  to  Compel  others  to  bear  Arms  and  Exempt  themselves, 
would  be  inconsistent  and  Partial.  Yet,  for  as  much  as  by  the 
General  Toleration  and  Equity  of  our  Laws,  great  Numbers  of 
People  of  other  Religious  Denominations  are  come  among  ua  who 
are  under  no  such  Restraint,  some  of  whom  have  been  Disciplined 
in  the  Art  of  War,  and  Conscientiously  think  it  their  Duty  to  fight 
in  defence  of  their  Country,  their  Wives,  their  Families,  and  Estates, 
and  such  have  an  equal  Right  to  Liberty  of  Conscience  with  othere. 
And  Whereas,  a  great  number  of  Petitions  from  the  several  Coun- 
ties of  this  Province  have  been  presented  to  this  House,  setting 
forth  That  the  Petitionera  are  willing  to  defend  Themselves  and 
their  Country,  and  desirous  of  being  formed  into  Regular  Bodies 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


l^ENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1765.  tVt 

^t  ih%t  pnrpofld,  Infiftraoted  and  DiseipHoed  under  proper  OlSoeni 

with  suitable  and  Legal  Autfaoritjy  representing  withall  that  unless 
Measures  of  this  kind  are  taken,  so  as  to  Unite  them  together.  Sub- 
ject them  to  due  Command  and  thereby  give  them  Coafidenoe  in  each 
other,  thej  cannot  Assemble  to  oppose  the  Enemy  without  the 
utmost  danger  of  exposing  themselves  to  Confusion  and  Distruotion. 
And  Whereas,  the  Voluntary  Assembling  of  great  Bodies  of  Armed 
Men  from  different  parts  of  the  Province  on  any  Occasional  Alarms 
whether  true  or  false,  as  of  late  hath  happen'd  without  call  or 
Authority  from  the  Government,  and  without  due  Orders  and  diree- 
tions  among  themselves,  may  be  attended  with  Danger  to  our  Neigh- 
bouring Indian  Friends  and  Allies,  as  well  as  to  the  Internal  Peaee 
of  the  Province.     And  Whereas,  the  Governour  hath  frequently 
recommended  it  to  the  Assembly,  that  in  Prepairing  and  passing  a 
Law  for  such  purposes,  they  should  have  a  due  regard  to  Scrupulous 
and  Tender  Consciences,  which  cannot  be  done  where  Compulsive 
means  are  Used  to  force  men  into  Military  Service.     Therefore,  as 
we  represent  all  the  People  of  the  Province,  and  are  Composed  of 
Members  of  different  Religious  Persuasions,  We  do  not  think  it 
reasonable  that  any  should  thro'  a  want  of  legal  powers  be  in  the 
least  restrained  from  doing  what  they  Judge  it  their  Duty  to  do  for 
their  own  Security  and  the  publick  good  3  We  in  Compliance  with 
the  said  Petition  and  recommendations  do  offer  it  to  the  Governour 
to  be  Enacted.     And  be  it  Enacted  by  the  Honourable  Robert 
Hunter  Morris,  E9q^,  with  the  King's  Royal  approbation,  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  under  the  Honourable  Thomas  renn  and  Richard 
Penn,  Esq**.,  true  &  absolute  Proprietaries  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon 
Delaware,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  Consent  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Freemen  of  the  said  Province  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  Authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  Publica- 
tion of  this  Act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfuU  for  the  Freemen  of  the 
Province  to  form  themselves  into  Companies,  as  heretofore  they 
have  used  in  time  of  War  without  Law,  and  for  each  Company  by 
Majority  of  Votes  in  the  way  of  Ballot  to  chuse  its  own  Officers,  to 
wit :  a  Captain,  Lieutenant  and  Ensign,  and  present  them  to  the 
Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being  for  his  appro- 
bation, which  Officers  so  Chosen,  if  approved  and  Commission'd  by 
him,  shall  be  the  Captain,  Lieutenant  &  Ensign  of  each  Company 
respectively  according  to  their  Commissions,  and  the  said  Compa- 
nies being  divided  into  Regiments  by  the  Governor  or  Commander 
in  Chief,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for  the  Officers  so  Chosen  and 
Commissioned  for  the  several  Companies  of  each  Regiment  to  meet 
together,  and,  by  Majority  of  Votesln  the  way  of  Ballot,  to  chuse  a 
Colonel,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Major  for  the  Regiment,  and  pre- 
sent them  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  fbr  his  Approba- 
tion, which  Officers  so  Chosen,  if  approved  and  Commissioned  by 
him;  shall  be  the  Colonel;  Lieutenant  Colonel;  and  Major  of  the 
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Bei^nieB^  aeoording  to  their  Comuiissloiis  during  tlie  CostioiittiMM 
of  this  Act.  Provided  alwajS;  that  if  the  Governor  or  Commaader 
in  Chief  shall  not  think  fit  to  grant  his  Commission  to  any  Offioer 
60  first  chosen  and  Presented,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfuU  for  the 
Blectors  of  sooh  Officers  to  ohuse  two  other  Persons  in  his  stead  a^d 
present  them  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief,  one  of  wh<»a 
at  his  pleasure  shall  receive  his  Commission  and  be  tl^e  Officer  as 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  farther  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  as 
soon  as  the  said  Companies  and  Begiments  are  formed,  and  their 
Officers  Commissioned  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfdll  to 
and  for  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonels  and  Majors 
of  all,  the  Rigement,  being  for  that  purpose  by  him  Called  and  Con- 
vened, or  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  a  Majority  of  the 
said  Officers  that  shall  be  met  and  Present  together  on  such  Call,  to 
form,  make  and  Establish  Articles  of  War,  for  the  better  Govern- 
ment  of  the  Forces  that  shall  be  under  their  Command,  and  for 
Bringing  Offenders  against  the  same  to  Justice ;  and  to  erect  and 
constitute  Courts  Martial,  with  power  to  hear,  try  and  determine 
any  Crime  or  Offences  by  such  Articles  of  War,  and  inflict  penalties 
by  sentence  or  judgment  of  the  same,  on  those  who  shall  be  subject 
thereto,  in  any  place  within  this  Province.  Which  Articles  of  War, 
when  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  printed  and  distributed  to  the  Cap- 
tains of  the  several  Companies^  and  by  them  distinctly  read  to  their 
respective  Companies,  and  all  and  every  Captain,  Lieutenant,  Ensigo 
or  other  Freeman,  who  shall,  after  at  least  three  days  Consideration 
of  the  said  Articles,  voluntary  sign  the  same,  in  presence  of  some 
one  Justice  of  the  Peace,  acknowledging  his  having  perused  or  heard 
the  same  distinctly  read,  and  that  he  has  well  considered  thereof, 
and  is  willing  to  be  bound  and  Govem'd  thereby,  and  promises  obe- 
dience thereto,  and  to  his  Officers  accordingly,  shall  thenceforth  be 
deemed  well  and  duely  bound  to  the  observance  of  the  said  Articles, 
and  to  the  duties  thereby  required,  a  subject  to  the  Pains,  Penalties, 
Punishments  and  Forfeitures,  that  may  therein  be  appointed  for  dis- 
obedience and  other  offences. 

Provided  always,  that  the  Articles  so  to  be  made  and  established, 
shall  contain  nothing  repugnant,  but  be  as  near  as  possible  Conform- 
able to  the  Military  Laws  of  Great  Brittain, -and  to  the  Articles  of 
War  made  and  established  by  his  Majesty,  in  Pursuance  of  the  last 
Act  of  Parliament  for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion,  the  different 
Circumstances  of  this  Province  compared  with  Great  Britain,  and  of 
a  Voluntary  Militia  of  Freemen,  compared  with  Mercenary  standing 
Troops,  being  duely  weighed  and  maturely  considered. 

Provided  also,  that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  understood  or  con- 
strued to  give  any  Power  or  Authority  to  the  Governor  or  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  the  said  officers,  to  make  any  Articles  or  Bules  that 
shall  in  the  least  affect  those  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  who 
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are  oonseienoiisly  scntpulons  of  bearing  arms,  either  in  their  Liber- 
tiesy  PerHons  or  Estates,  nor  any  other  Persons  of  what  Persuasion 
or  Denomination  soever;  who  haye  not  first  voluntarily  signed  the 
said  Articles,  after  due  consideration  as  aforesaid.  Provided  also, 
thai  no  Youth  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  yearsi  nor  any  bought 
Servant  or  Indented  apprentice,  shall  hb  admitted  to  enroll  himselfi 
or  be  Capable  of  being  Enrolled  in  the  said  Companies  or  Eegiment0| 
withont  the  consent  of  his  or  their  Parents  of  Guardians,  Mastem 
or  Mistresses,  in  writing  under  their  hands  first  had  and  obtained. 

Provided  also,  that  no  Enlistment  or  Enrollment  of  any  person 
in  any  of  the  Companies  or  Regiments  to  be  formed  &  raised  aa 
aforesaid,  shall  protect  such  person  in  any  snit  or  civil  action  brought 
against  him  by  his  Creditors  or  others,  except  during  his  being  in 
Actual  Service,  in  Field  or  OarrisoA,  nor  from  a  Prosecution  for  any 
offence  committed  against  the  Laws  of  this  Province.  Provided  also, 
that  no  Regiment,  Company  or  Party  of  Volunteers,  shall  by  virtue 
of  this  Act,  be  compelled  or  led  more  than  three  days  march  beyond 
the  inhabited  parts  of  this  Province,  nor  detained  longer  than  three 
Weeks  in  any  (Harrison,  without  an  Express  engagement  for  that 
purpose  first  voluntarily  entered  into  &  subscribed  by  every  man  so 
to  march  or  remain  in  Garrison. 

This  Act  to  continue  in  force  untill  the  Thirtieth  day  of  Octobet 
next,  and  no  longer. 

["  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

ISAAC  NORRIS, 
Speaker. 

I  assent  to  this  bill  enacting  the  same,  &  order  it  to  be  enrolled. 

ROB.  H.  MORRIS. 

By  his  Honours  command, 

RICH'D  PETERS, 

Secretary."*] 
Nov.  25, 1755. 

Indortedj 

Copy.  An  Act  for  the  better  ordering  &  regulating  such  as  are 
willing  and  desirous  to  be  United  for  Military  Purposes  within  thia 
Province. 

*  The  portions  embmoed-in  braokets,  are  taken  from  the  recorded  Laws, 
A.  YoL  III.  pp.  842,  346,  in  the  Secretary's  Office, 
t  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  634,  639,  698,  C80,  735, 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  1755. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  your  Ezoellenoy's  of  ye  20  Instant,*  and  am 
aorry  yon  have  been  obliged  to  stay  so  long  for  Oen.  Shirley,  but 
hope  the  Company  of  the  many  agreeable  LiulyB  in  New  York  have 
-  in  some  measure  made  amends  for  the  want  of  Business.  I  am  soie 
I  have  wished  myself  with  you  ever  since  you  went  from  hence,  not 
only  on  aoc5  of  the  pleasure  I  always  enjoy  in  yonr  Oompaoy,  bat 
to  be  free  from  the  plague  of  having  to  do  with  an  obstinate  Assem* 
bly,  who  seem  to  have  no  regard  for  the  safety  of  the  Province. 

The  Indians  have  attacked  and  distroyd  one  of  the  Moravian  Set- 
tlements near  the  forks  of  Delaware,  called  Mahonoy/  and  have  put 
to  death  all  the  people  except  two.  This  will  make  it  sery  difficult 
for  me  to  attend  the  Qen^  at  New  York,  as  I  must  tiy  every  thing 
to  induce  the  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Province, 
but  at  present  can't  say  whether  any  thing  will  be  done  or  not. 
They  have  indeed  passed  a  Militia  Bill,  but  with  no  other  view  but 
that  I  should  refuse  it  and  then  to  raise  a  clamour  against  me  on 
that  acc't,  but  as  it  is  of  such  a  nature  as  cannot  be  caijyd  into  ej^ 
ecntion,  I  have  disappointed  them,  and  given  my  consent  to  it 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Ocn'l  not  to  depend  upon  my  being  at  York, 
but  will  however  strain  hard  for  the  pleasure  of  spending  at  least 
one  day  there,  tho'  I  dare  not  be  too  sanguine  in  my  hopes  of  doing 
so,  lest  I  should  be  disappointed. 

I  am  very  glad  the  French  near  Johnson,  are  not  so  numerous  as 
they  were  represented,  if  they  were,  I  know  not  in  what  manner  we 
should  resist  them.     I  wish  you  health  and  pleasure. 

Nov.  26th,  1756, 

Gk)v'r  Sharp. 
Indoried, 

Dft.  of  a  Letter  to  Gov'r  Sharp,  Nov.  26th,  1755. 


Timothy  Horsfibld  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Bethlehem,  Nov'  26th,  1755. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour : 
Sir, 
I  don't  doubt  Yonr  Honour's  having  already  Received  the  Melan- 
choly news  of  the  Distress  we  are  in,  in  these  back  Parts,  by  the  Incur- 
sions of  our  barbarous  Indian  Enemies,  as  Mr.  Parsons  has  informed 
me  that  he  has  sent  Your  Honour  the  Substance  of  my  Letter  to  him 
by  an  Express,  which  is  the  Reason  why  I  thought  Proper  to  deferr 
the  sending  your  Honour  a  2d  Express  till  such  Time  as  I  could 

♦  See  p.  607. 
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folly  inform  mysolf  of  the  Particalars  of  tiiat  most  Barbarous 
Mnrther. 

And  now  I  must  beg  Leave  pre^ously  to  acquaint  Tour  Honour 
of  the  Steps  I  have  talen  in  these  Affairs,  from  the  first  Intimation 
I  had  of  any  Danger  approaching  Us,  Which  was  by  a  Letter  the 
Rev^  Mr.  Spangenberg  received  from  Mr.  Martin  Mack  at  Gnaden- 
Hiitten,  the  21st  Instant,  (An  Extract  of  which  in  the  English 
Tongue  I.now  Inclose,  together  with  the  German  Original.)  I  then 
immediately  (ye  22d)  dispatch'd  a  Messenger  with  said  Letter  to 
Mr.  Parsons,  with  the  Person  who  had  brought  it  from  Gnaden- 
Hiitten,  to  give  him  what  farther  Information  he  could,  concerning 
some  other  Reports  he  had  heard  of  a  Body  of  Indians  being  likely 
to  fall  in  upon  the  White  People^  &o.,  Desiring  at  the  same  Time, 
that  as  I  was  then  Indisposed,  we  might  have  a  Meeting  of  our  Bro** 
Justices  to  give  a  proper  Answ'  to  thid  Letter,  and  appoint  proper 
Persons  to  conduct  the  Indians  Safe  to  Your  Honour.  Upon  this 
the  People  in  Easton  &  the  Jerseys  were  Alarm'd,  &  got  together  to 
march  for  the  Defence  of  the  Back  Settlements.  Sunday,  ye  23d, 
being  a  very  wet,  Stormy  Day,  none  of  the  Justices  came,  nor  any  of 
the  People  to  our  Assistance  till  the  Evening,  when  Mess*^"  Gordon, 
Vernon,  &c.,  from  Easton,  with  a  Company  of  about  50  or  60  Men 
from  the  Jerseys,  under  Col.  James  Anderson,  with  Mr.  Pidgeon  & 
others  from  Trenton,  &c.,  whom  we  Quartered  here,  &  entertain'd  in 
the  best  Manner  we  could. 

On  Monday,  ye  24th,  I  dispatch'd  a  Messenger  to  Gnaden-Hiitten 
w^  an  Answ'  to  Martin  Mack,  that  we  would  prepare  a  Convoy  for 
the  Indians  according  to  their  Bequest.  Ab  8  o'clock  Col.  Anderson 
&  his  Company  march'd  out  of  Bethlehem  for  Gnaden-Hiitten,  And 
a  number  of  People  from  other  Parts  of  the  County  followed  them 
the  same  Day,  many  of  Whom  we  Supply'd  with  Powder  &  Ball. 
The  25th,  In  the  Morn«  about  3  o'clock,  I  was  call'd  up,  the  Mes- 
senger being  return'd  from  Gnaden-Hiitten  with  the  News  Mr.  Par- 
sons has  inform'd  Your  Honour  of  as  above.  Upon  which  I  sent 
Letters  Out  to  alarm  the  Country,  &  People  came  from  all  Quarters, 
in  forwarding  whom  I  did  all  that  lay  in  my  Power.  Towards  Night^ 
8  of  the  White  People,  &  between  30  &  40  of  the  Indians,  Men, 
Women,  &  Children,  who  had  made  their  Escape  in  ye  Night,  (from 
Gnaden-Hiitten,).  arrived  here,  but  could  not  give  us  any  just  Ac- 
count of  what  had  happcn'd,  the  Murtfacrs  being  committed  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Biver  near  a  Mile  Distant.  The  26th,  Cap^"  Wilson, 
of  Bucks  County,  with  his  Company  of  60  or  70  Persons,  who  quar- 
ter'd  here  over  Night,  set  out  this  Morning  towards  the  Mountains 
as  did  several  other  Parties  from  Morning  till  Night.  In  the  Even- 
ing came  Jos'*  Sturges,  Geo.  Partch  &  his  Wife,  the  Persons  who 
hsS  escaped  out  of  the  Flames  from  the  Fury  of  the  Indians,  from 
whom  I  rcc'd  the  following  Acc^  of  that  most  inhuman  &  Shocking 
Affair,  viz^.  That  Monday,  the  24th  Instant,  an  Hour  before  Sun. 
Set,  Geo.  Custard,  with  two  others  of  the  Neighbours,  came  to  Ma- 
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koDy,  (tbe  Place  the  Murther  wts  Committed  at,)  and  informed  them 
that  in  the  Evening  they  might  Expect  a  Number  of  Arm'd  Men  to 
be  with  them  all  Night.     That  aboat  6  o'clock,  while  they  were 
sitting  at  Sapper,  (14  in  dumber,)  they  heard  the  Dogs  bark  yery 
much,  &  Concluding  it  was  the  People  Custard  had  informed  them  of, 
Jq^  Struges  &  3  more  got  np  to  receive  them,  but  on  opening  the 
Door  4  Onus  were  immediately  discharged  in  upon  them,  which  kill'd 
one  of  them  immediately,  and  one  of  the  Balls  grazed  on  Sturges's 
Chin  &  set  his  Hair  on  Fire ;  then  4  or  5  more  fir'd,  &  so  a  third 
Time,  when  the  Indians  immediately  rush'd  in  upon  them,  &  kill'd 
some  of  them  on  the  Spot,  the  rest  run  into  an  Adjoining  Room, 
from  whence  G.  Partch  escap'd  thro'  a  Window,  &  meeting  Sense- 
man,  who  was  coming  down  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  took  him 
along  with  him ;  but  Sturges,  with  3  Men  and  8  Women  &  a  Child 
ffot  up  Stairs,  at  the  Head  of  which  was  a  Trap  Door,  w^  they  shut 
down  &  secur'd  in  the  best  manner  they  Could,  the  Indians  often 
Attempting  to  force  it  open,  &  finding  they  could  not,  fir'd  in  upon 
them  thro'  the  Ceiling  &  Roof  of  the  House,  but  without  Biffeot, 
upon  which  they  set  fire  to  the  House.    Sturges  watching  his  Oppor- 
tunity, (as  he  thouffht  while  they  were  Scalping  those  below,)  Jump'd 
out  at  the  Oable-End  Window,  &  Partch's  Wife  following  him^  they 
both  made  their  Escape.    Worbas  being  Sick  in  another  House,  k 
seeing  all  this  with  an  Indian  Posted  as  a  Guard  at  his  Door,  also 
made  his  Escape  thro'  a  Window,  at  the  Time  the  Indian  went  to 
the  rest  of  his  Company,  who  he  belieyes  Did  not  exceed  12.     He  k 
Sturges  both  belieyes  they  were  Delawares,  &  that  one  of  them  had 
a  French  Match  Coat  on.     Partches'  Wife  being  newly  come  to  the 
Place,  &  not  knowing  the  Woods,  crept  at  a  small  Distance  &  hid 
herself  behind  a  Stump,  &  saw  Fabricius,  who  jump'd  out  of  the 
Window  after  her.  Shot  &  Scalp'd,  &  otherwise  inhumanly  abns'd : 
the  rest  perish'd  in  the  Flames.     She  saw  them  likewise  set  fire  to 
the  Barn  &  Stables,  with  40  Head  of  Cattle,  besides  5  Horses  &  3 
Colts,  as  also  the  rest  of  the  Houses,  (one  of  which  was  very  large,) 
&  after  they  had  took  what  they  pleas'd,  &  burnt  the  rest,  she  saw 
them  go  to  the  Spring  House  &  feast,  which  was  about  12  o'clock  at 
Night,  &  when  they  had  done  they  set  the  Spring  House  on  Fire  & 
went  their  Way.    The  Next  Day  Partch  &  Sturges  Retum'd  with 
Some  Arm'd  People  &  found  Partch's  Wife,  and  also  found  a  Blanket 
&  a  Hat  with  a  Knife  stuck  thro'  Them  upon  the  Stump  of  a  Tree, 
Which  I  have  heard  is  a  Signal  among  the  Indians^  *'  Thus  much 
we  have  done  &  Aro  able  to  do  More." 

The  Number  of  them  that  are  Kill'd  are,  7  Men,  3  Women  &  a 
Child,  yis': 

GoTTLiKB  Andreas,  his  Wife,  &  Child  of  About  a  T'  Old. 
Martin  Nitchman  &  his  Wife. 
Catherine  Senseman,  the  Wife  of  Joachim  Senseman. ' 
Christian  Fabricius. 
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Qko.  Swbiqart. 
Leonard  Katermeveb. 
Martin  Presseb,  & 
Fesdrick  Lesley. 

For  my  Part,  T  hardly  know  what  to  say  to  Yonr  Honour  upon 
these  deplorable  Circumstances,  our  Country  being  in  the  utmost 
Confusion  Imaginable;  One  flying  here,  the  other  there  for  Safety. 
Men  enough  are  to  be  had,  who  appear  willing  to  go  in  Defence  of 
themselves  &  Country,  but  being  under  no  Command,  &  not  having 
Persons  of  Skill  &  Judgment  to  Order  &  Dispose  them,  I  Expect 
little  or  no  Seryice  to  be  done  by  them,  tho'  the  Expence  &  loss  of 
Tinil^s  great ;  &  unless  some  Speedy  Measures  be  fallen  upon  to 
stop  th^  Depredations  &  Incursions  of  these  Blood  Thirsty  Villains,  I 
see  nothing  but  tho  inevitable  Ruin  of  our  Country,  as  40  or  50  of 
these  Banditti,  or  Robbers,  (for  I  look  upon  them  in  no  other  light,) 
are  able  in  their  Skulking  Manner,  to  Disturb  the  Peaoe  of  a 
Whole  Province,  &  baffle  the  Attempt4i  of  Thousands,  who  in  this 
Way  may  be  sent  against  them.  I  verily  believe,  at  the  most  mo* 
derate  Computation,  the  Brethren  have  lost  upwards  of  £1500  by 
this  Calamity,  &  the  Expence  they  are  daily  at,  in  Victualling  the 
People,  with  their  Horses,  who  pass  &  repass  thro'  Bethlehem,  &o., 
&  Supplying  the  People  with  Powder  &  Ball,  W^  they  require  of 
them,  is  greater  than  they  Possibly  caii  Support  under,  considering 
the  greatuQss  of  their  Familys,  the  Badness  of  the  Crops,  &  what  a 

?uantity  of  Grain  they  must  necessarily  buy  for  their  Subsistance. 
beg  Y'  Honour  will  please  to  take  these  things  into  Your  Con- 
sideration, &  Favour  Me  with  Your  Directions  how  to  Conduct  my« 
self  at  this  Critical  Juncture,  &  to  order  in  what  Manner  the  People 
are  to  be  Supplied  with  Arms  &  Ammunition^  as  they  mostly  Ad- 
dress themselves  to  Me. 

I  am  - 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obed<  humble  Servant. 

TIM°-  HORSFIELD. 

P.  S. — Since  Writing  the  above,  an  Indian  match  Coat,  a  Blanket, 
a  Striped  Shirt,  &  a  Knife,  W^  were  found  near  the  Place  where  the 
Murther  was  Committed,  have  been  brought  in. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

Governour  of  the  Province  of  Pensylvania. 

Indorsed, 

Justice  Horsfield's  Lre.  to  the  Governour,  26  Nov';  1755,  delivered 
29th  Nov. 
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Gov.  Morris  TO  Gen.  ShirlsT;  1755. 

Sir: 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  rcoeipt  of  your  Ezcellencys  several  fa- 
vours of  11^  &  15*^  instant.  That  relative  to  the  things  requested  , 
for  the  seonritie  of  this  Provinoe,  I  shall  xio  myself  the  honour  to 
make  a  particular  answer  to,  and  hope  when  you  consider  the  nature 
of  this  government  and  its  consequence  to  the  crown  and  nation,  you 
will  afford  us  some  relief;  especially,  as  without  such  relief  it  will 
be  disabled  from  furnishing  the  necessary  Carriages  and  Provisions 
towards  an  Ezped*  against  fort  Duquesne  in  tho  next  summer,  which 
you  seem  to  think  will  be  undertaken. 

It  would  give  me  very  great  pleasure  to  meet  you  in  the  CoA^ss 
you  have  summond  at  New  York,  not  only  to  assist  you  in  ao j^ing 
within  the  reach  of  mj^  abilities,  but  to  congratulate  you  upon  your 
safe  return  from  so  fateguing  a  campaign.  But  the  daly  accounts  I 
have  of  the  cruelties  committed  on  the  Borders,  and  the  necessity  I 
am  under  of  trying  every  method  for  the  relief  of  the  Inhabitants, 
will  hardly  admit  me  to  leave  the  Province :  which,  however,  if  there 
is  a  possibility  of  doing,  I  will  try  to  be  with  you. 

This  morning  an  Express  came  to  town  with  an  aco*  that  the  In- 
dians had  cut  off  a  moravian  settlement  not  far  from  the  River  Dela- 
ware, where  they  distroyd  all  the  Inhabitants  but  two,  and  I  am  in 
hourly  Expectation  of  hearing  of  more  mischief  in  that  quarter. 

The  Prop^  have  sent  me  over  an  order  for  five  thousand  pounds;* 
this  money  which  they  give,  freely  towards  the  Expenoes  that  they 
thought  would  attend  the  defeat  of  Gen^  Braddook,  for  it  was  imme- 
diately upon  receiving  the  acct  of  that  affair  that  they  dispatched 
this  order.  But  you  are  sensible  this  sum  will  go  but  little  way 
towards  the  defence  of  a  Province  circumstanced  as  this  is,  and 
whether  the  assembly  will  make  any  addition  to  it,  I  can't  as  yet 
say.  I  am 

Indorsed. 

Dfk.  of  a  Letter  to  Gen»  Shirley,  Nov'  26%  1755. 


Gov,  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  1755. 

Permit  me,  good  sir,  to  offer  you  my  hearty  condolence  upon  the 
death  of' my  poor  friend  Jack,  whose  worth  I  admired,  and  feel  for 
him  more  than  I  can  Express.  His  good  senoe  and  sweetness  of 
temper  made  him  generally  beloved,  and  few  men  of  his  age  had  so 
many  friends.  Your  affliction  is  truly  great,  to  be  deprived  of  two 
such  sons  in  one  year,  is  a  loss  uncommonly  heavy,  and  would  bear 
down  any  man  not  fortified  with  the  same  firmness  of  mind,  and 

•  See  T.  Penn's  letter,  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  781. 

/ 
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rengnation  to  the  divine  will  that  you  are.  As  my  friendship  to 
you  will  ever  make  me  anxious  for  your  family^  you  will  excuse  me 
if  upon  this  melancholy  occasion  I  mention  my  friend  Tom,  your 
now  only  Hope ;  can  you  not  for  him  keep  sonie  promotion  vacant, 
appointing  somebody  to  act  in  it  for  the  present,  and  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war  desire  that  his  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  ap« 
point  him  to  such  vacancy.  This  is  what  your  services  to  the  Crown 
merits,  and  what  I  am  persuaded  will  be  readily  granted.  If  I  am 
wrong  in  this,  I  beg  you  would  attribute  it  to  the  warmth  of  my 
fricn^hip  for  you  and  your  faauly^  and  be  assured  that  I  am  most 
sincerely  &  affectionately 

Nov  27, 1755. 

Indorsed. 

Df»  to  Gen*  Shirley,  upon  the  Death  of  his  son  John.* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  1755. 

No7'  17%  1755. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  writing  the  Letter  herewith  I  have  received  Intelligence 
that  The  Indians  have  crossed  the  Sasquehanna,  and  fallen  upon  the 
inhabitants  to  the  Southward  of  the  Mountains  at  and  near  a  place 
called  Tulpihockin,  about  sixty  miles  from  hence,  where  they  had, 
"when  the  express  came  away,  Burnt  several  houses  and  killed  such 
of  the  inhabitants  as  could  not  escape  from  them.  The  settlement 
they  are  now  distroying  is  one  of  the  finest  in  this  Province,  the 
Lands  are  very  Rich  and  well  improved.  My  Assembly  have  now 
been  sitting  ever  since  the  S*  Instant,  but  have  done  nothing  for  the 
defence  of  the  Province,  nor  raised  any  supplys.  The  Bill  they 
have  proposed  for  that  purpose,  being  of  the  same  kind  of  one  I  bad 
before  refused  to  pass  and  which  they  know  I  have  no  power  by  my 
Commission  to  pass  it.  Such  a  Conduct  while  the  Country  is  bleed- 
ing, seems  tb  me'to  merit  the  severest  censure. 

Indorsed. 

Nov  17%  1755.    DP  to  Qen>  Shirley. 

*  His  eon  William  was  killed  in  Braddock's  defeat. — See  Col.  Rec.  Vol. 
VI.,  p.  489. 
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Gov.  MoBBis  TO  Sir  Chas.  Habdt,  1755. 

Sir: 

It  would  givo  zoe  rerj  great  pleasure  to  wait  on  jon  at  New  Tork 
and  to  assist  at  a  Congress  that  seems  so  very  necessary  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's serrice  and  the  general  safety  of  these  ProyineeSy  as  that 
6en^  Shirley  has  appointed  to  be  held  the  beginning  of  next  montbi 
Bat  I  am  much  affraid  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  leare  this 
Province  in  its  present  Circumstances;  for  tho'  I  have  not  the  power 
of  doing  any  gH^od,  yet  while  the  Assembly  is  sitting  and  the  back 
inhabitants  are  bleeding;  I  think  it  my  duty  to  try  every  means  for 
their  Protection. 

A  Oovemment,  snch  as  this  is,  where  the  members  of  tho  L^s- 
lature  are  or  pretend  to  be  principled  against  doing  the  dutys  of  their 
station;  I  beUeye  was  never  known  nor  heard  of  before,  and  it  is 
rather  a  matter  of  Qurprise  than  otherwise;  that  it  has  subsisted  so 
long.  They  have  at  last  passed  a  Militia  Bill;  but  in  such  a  shape 
that  it  is  impossible  to  carry  it  into  execution;  and  indeed  it  was  only 
intended  to  increase  the  Clamour  against  me,  as  they  took  it  for 
granted  I  should  refuse  to  consent  to  it,  but  I  havo  disappointed 
them;  and  pass'd  it;  and  by  that  means  have  in  some  measure  opened 
the  peoples  Eyes^  who  now  begin  to  see  their  Error  in  chosing 
Quakers  into  the  Assembly. 

Tho  Prop**  upon  the  first  news  of  Gen^  Braddock's  Defeat  have 
sent  me  an  Order  for  &Ye  thousand  pounds  this  currency;  towards 
defraying  the  Expenses  that  would  be  necessary  upon  that  ocoaaioa 
for  the  defence  of  the  Province.  But  this  sum;  tho'  oonsideiable 
for  them  to  give,  will  go  but  little  way  in  the  defence  of  a  Province, 
with  so  extended  a  frontier  as  this  Has. 

I  have  this  morning  received  accounts  that  the  Indians  has  de- 
stroyed one  of  the  Moravian  settlementS;*near  Delaware  Kiver;  called 
Mahoney;  where  they  killed  all  the  inhabitants  but  twO;  and  I 
expect  further  accounts  of  their  progress  in  that  quarter;  Tho'  a 
detachment  of  one  of  the  Jersey  S^giments  of  Militia  marched 
against  them.  From  the  regularity  of  f  the  motions  of  those  Indians 
from  Potomack  to  Delaware^  along  the  back  of  the  Mountains; 
which  they  have  seldom  crossed;  I  am  fearfull  they  will  go  along 
the  same  Chain  of  Mountains  through  Jersey;  and  into  your  Govern- 
ment, and  unless  the  people  living  near  those  Mountains  are  very 
watchfull  I  apprehend  they  will  be  in  a  danger  of  being  soipiised 
and  Cut  o£f. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  this  to  you  that  you  might  have 
time  to  consider  it  and  give  directions  accordingly. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  safely  returned  to  New  York  in  health; 
after  the  fatigues  you  have  had  to  the  Northward. 

Indorsed, 
I>^  of  a  Letter  io  S'  Cha»  Hardy.    Nov'  27**,  1755. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Belcher,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  have  reeeivd  an  Express  from  the  County  of  Northampton,  that 
the  Indians  have  attackd  and  destroyd  one  of  the  Moravian  Settle- 
mentB,  and  have  put  to  death  all  but  two,  and  set  the  Houses  on 
Fire.  As  the  Indians  began  their  Ravages  on  the  River  Patowmeo, 
and  have  continued  them  all  along  that  Chain  of  mountains  which 
cross  Delaware  and  go  thro  your  Province,  it  is  probable  they  will 
not  stop  at  that  River,  but  proceed  to  cut  off  your  Inhabitants  that 
have  settled  near  them,  and  therefore  it  may  be  necessary  to  put  them 
upon  their  Guard. 

Coll.  Anderson  has  offered  our  Back  Settlers  a  ready  Assistance, 
and  w*^  the  Detochment  of  his  Regiment  has  marched  up  to  the 
place  where  the  Attack  was  made,  but  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  his 
Success. 

I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  kind  Assistances  of  your 
Militia.  God  knows  how  soon  you  may  want  it  for  your  Defence, 
and  if  you  shall  be  attacked,  I  hope  such  of  our  Inhabitants  as  live 
m  your  neigbourhood,  and  have  formed  themselves  into  Companies, 
will  assist  cheerfully  on  the  first  notice. 

The  Prop!"  has  made  a  free  Gift  of  £5000  to  the  Province  towards 
its  defence ;  this  he  did  imediatcly  on  the  receit  of  the  Acco*"  of  Ge- 
neral Braddock,  and  it  has  had  this  good  effect  as  to  induce  the  As- 
•  flembly  to  offer  me  a  Bill  for  £5000,  without  taxing  the  Proprietary 
Estates,  to  which  1  have  given  my  Assent. 

Nov  27%  1755. 
Gov'  Belcher. 
Indorsed,  • 

Dft  to  Gov  Belcher,  Nov  29th,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  John  Pownall.  1755. 

Philad-,  Nov.  28, 1755. 
Sir : 

Ten  days  ago  I  was  favourd  with  yours  of  July  y«  15%  Inclosing 
Heads  of  Enquiry  from  the  Lords  commissioners  for  trade  and  Plan« 
tations,  which  I  should  have  answerd  by  this  conveyance,  had  not 
the  Confusions  in  this  Province,  occasiond  by  the  inroads  made  by 
the  French,  Indians,  and  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly  employd  my 
whole  time.  But  I  beg  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  present  my 
Humble  duty  to  their  I^ps,  and  assure  them  that  they  shall  have 
the  fullest  answers  to  their  several  Enquirys,  that  it  is  in  my  Power 
to  give. 

f  am  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  their  Lordships  commands 
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flignified  by  yonr  letter  of  y«  19*  of  Sep',  wbich  came  lo  my  famis 
at  the  same  time  that  the  queries  did,  and  to  assare  yoa  that  I  shall 
immediately  prepare  an  exact  and  particular  acct  of  the  several  mat- 
ters their  Lordships  desire  to  be  informed  of^  and  transmit  it  without 
delay. 

Yoa  will  ffive  me  leave  to  observe  that  as  M'  Penn  is  the  Principal 
governor  of  this  Province ;  I  have  transmitted  to  him  from  time  to  time 
every  thing  relative  to  this  Province  &  its  defenceless  state,  of  whom 
their  Ldps  may  be  fully  informed,  should  they  incline  to  represent 
these  matters  to  his  majesty  before  the  state  I  am  now  preparing 
shall  arrive.     I  am,  sir 

Directed^ 

John  Pownal,  secretary,  to  the  B**  of  trade. 

Indorsed^ 

m,  of  a  letter  to  3n\  Pownall,  Esqr.,  Nov'.  28%  1755. 


Gov.  M6RRIS  TO  Earl  op  Halifax,  1755. 

Nov  28%  1755. 

Earl  of  Hallifaz: 

My  Lord — 

I  had  the  Honour  to  write  your  LM'p,  in  answer  to  yours  by 
Gen*  Braddock,  since  which  The  affairs  in  thi^  part  of  the  ContineDt 
have  taken  a  very  unfortunate  turn,  as  the  French  have  gained  to 
their  Interest  some  tribes  of  Indians  who  were  formerly  friends 
to  the  English,  and  who  are  now  makinggreat  inroads  into  this  and 
the  neighbouring  Provinces.  Tho'  I  have  at  last  prevailed  on  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province  to  give  fifty-five  thousand  pounds  to  tke 
King's  use,  and  the  Proprietarys  have  on  this  occasion  given  five 
thousand  pounds,  yet  I  am  clear  of  opinion  that  this  Province  can- 
not be  properly  defended  till  measures  are  taken  to  exclude  from  the 
Legislature  a  set  of  men  who  Either  are,  or  pretend  to  be^  principled 
against  defending  themselves  and. their  Country. 

The  French  &  Indians  have  already  killed  k  taken  a  considerable 
number  of  the  Inhabitants,  &  have  drove  above  a  thousand  familjs 
from  their  Habitations  and  laid  waste  a  considerable  extent  of 
Country  which  .might  have  been  in  great  measure  prevented  if  the 
Assembly  had  done  their  duty  k  enabled  me  to  put  this  Province 
into  a  posture  of  defence. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  transmitted  to  Mr.  Penn  the  state  and 
Condition  of  this  Province,  who,  I  make  no  doubt,  has  laid  the 
several  matters  before  your  L'd'p  and  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers. 
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'  It  woald  be  very  Happy  for  these  GoIodjs  and  Greatly  contribute 
not  only  to  their  own  safety,  but  to  the  success  of  any  measures 
that  may  be  oarry'd  on  upon  this  Continent  against  the  French,  if 
they  could  be  united  in  such  a  manner  as  to  act  in  Conjunction  with 
one  another,  and  £ach  of  them  be  obliged  to  Contribute  their  quota 
towards  the  measures  necessary  for  their  common  securities.  The 
plan  of  union  proposed  at  Albany,  some  time  ago,  appeared  to  me 
very  inadequate  to  these  Purposes,  as  by  that  plan  his  Majesty  & 
his  Ministers  were  to  haye  less  Power  in  the  united  Legislature  than 
they  haye  in  the  seyeral  separate  ones,  which  might  answer  some 
purposes  here,  but  In  my  humble  opinion  would  not  haye  auswered 
the  Ends  of  Goyemment,  or  at  all  contributed  to  haye  kept  these 
Proyinces  in  that  dependence  upon  the  Mother  Country^  so  neces- 
sary for  the  Interest  of  'em  both. 

m.  of  a  Lettor  to  the  Earl  of  Hallifax.    Nov  28**,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

Nov.  28,  1756. 
Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  you  on  ye  28th  of  October,*  the  French  Indians  have 
made  several  Incursions  into  the  settled  parts  of  this  Proyince,  have 
distroyd  numbers  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  laid  waste  a  considerablo 
extent  of  country.  This  might  in  great  measure  have  been  preyented, 
if  I  could  haye  prevailed  on  my  Assembly  to  have  granted  supplys, 
&  enabled  me  to  put  the  Proyince  into  a  posture  of  defence ;  But 
there  is  so  great  a  majority  of  Quakers  in  the  House,  that  no  war- 
like preparations  are  to  be  expected  from  them,  being  as  they  pre- 
tend, contrary  to  their  Principles.  Howeyer,  they  haye  at  last 
granted  a  supply  of  fifty-fiye  thousand  pounds,  and  the  Proprietors 
have  given  five  thousand  pounds  more,  and  I  have  passed  a  Law  for 
emitting  the  fifty-fiye  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  which  are 
to  be  sunk  in  four  yearly  payments.  The  disposition  of  this  money 
is  more  clogged  than  I  could  wish,  and  may  therefore  not  be  applyd 
in  the  best  manner,  but  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  so  far  answer  the  ends 
proposed,  as  to  put  the  Province  into  a  tolerable  posture  of  defence, 
and  prevent  in  great  measure  the  future  inroads  of  the  Indians.  But 
f(w  want  of  a  well  established  Begular  Militia,  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult and  expensive  to  defend  so  extended  a  frontier  a^  this  Province 
has. 

S'.  Tho"  Robinson. 

/nc7orsecf.— Draught  Lre.  to  S'  Tho.  Robinson,  28  Nov,  17C6. 

*  See  p.  iiO. 
Vol.  n.— 23 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Belcher^  1755. 

Dec  the  29*,  1755. 
Sir: 

When  I  had  the  Honor  to  wait  on  you  at  Bli«**  Town,  I  forgot  to 
mention  to  year  Excellency,  that  Gen"  Shirley,  npon  my  repreaen- 
tation  of  the  Mtnation  of  this  ProTince,  had  ordered  the  Company  of 
granadiers  belonging  to  the  fiftieth  regiment  and  a  detachment  of 
the  Indep*  companys,  to  march  into  the  Provnce ;  what  makes  these 
troops  the  more  necessary,  is  the  want  of  a  military  Law  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  officers,  withont  which,  the  raising  and  paying  men 
will  have  Tory  Little  effect;  and  as  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  sach 
a  Law  from  my  Assembly  in  their  piesent  temper,  I  hope  to  supply 
that  Defect  by  the  Junction  of  some  of  the  regular  troops  to  those 
that  are  raised  by  the  Province.  As  this  detachment  will  march 
soon  thro'  your  Ezoellency's  Province,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  request 
your  orders  to  the  proper  persons  to  assist  and  supply  them  on  their 
way. 

A  vessel  that  arrived  on  Saturday  night  from  Lisbon,  Brings  the 
malancholy  acoount  of  the  diatruction  of  that  City  by  an  Earth  quake 
on  ye  Ist  of  November;  the  Palace  is  deetroy'd,  but  the  Royal  family 
being  out  of  town  had  the  good  fortune  to  Escape ;  thirty  thoosaad 
people  are  said  to  be  Kill'd,  and  the  accounto  add,  that  the  remaining 
inhabitants  ^ere  destroying  each  other  in  fighting  fur  what  was  re* 
cover'd  from  the  ruins — ^tho  City  was  set  on  fire  at  the  time  of  the 
shock,  and  had  Burnt  nine  days  when  this  Vessel  came  away. 

//irforW.— Dec'  29th,  1755,  Dft.  to  Gov'  Belcher. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwiddib,  1755. 

Philadelphia,  29th  November,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  31st  October,*  and  am  with  You 
80  sensible  of  the  hurt  done  to  hb  Majesties  Service  by  the  Con* 
tinuance  of  our  disputes,  that  to  put  an  End  to  them  I  have  even 
made  Concessions  which  have  exceeded  my  Powers. 

As  soon  as  M'.  Penn  received  rty  Letter  giving  him  an  Accoent 
of  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddock,  he  sent  me  an  Order  on  hia 
Beceivcr  General  for  Five  Thousand  Pounds,  as  a  free  Gift  towards 
the  defence  of  the  Provioccj  this  generous  Offer  I  communicated 
to  the  Assembly,  &  thereupon  they  presented  to  me  &  I  passed  an 
Act  for  granting  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's 
Use  ',  the  money  is  to  be  struck  in  a  month,  &  to  be  sunk  in  Four 
Xears  by  a  Tax  of  Six  Pence  per  Pound  on  all  Estates,  Real  &  Pc^ 

*  Sec  p.  446. 
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rnrntHy  and  to  be  disposed  of  with  my  Approlmtion;  and  not  other- 
wise^ by  Persons  named  in  the  Aot;  and  tho'  some  of  them  are  not 
goch  as  I  should  bare  ebosen,  yet  as  my  Predecessor^  M'.  Hamilton/ 
and  M^  Mifflin,  another  Oentleman  of  the  Council,  are  of  the  Num- 
ber, I  hope  it  will  be  carefuUy  applied^  and  all  done  with  it  that 
snch  a  Sum  of  Money  can  do. 

If  with  this  Grant  they  bad  made  a  good  Militia  Act,*  I  might 
haTe  done  something  towards  patting  the  Country  into  a  Posture  of 
Defence;  but  as  they  offered  me  a  senseless,  partial  and  impractica- 
ble Bill,  rather  than  hare  any  more  disputes  with  them,  and  as  it 
was  only  to  continue  in  Force  till  next  October,  I  passed  it,  that 
Experience  may  eonvinee  them  such  Bills  will  do  infinitely  more 
harm  than  good.  As  it  is  in  the  News  Papers  I  shall  say  no  more 
of  it,  all  may  thence  see  both  at  home  and  in  the  other  ColonieS| 
that  whilst  a  majority  in  Assembly  are  Quakers,  which  they  now 
acknowledge  has  frop  the  beginning  been  the  case,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected they  will  either  co-operate  with  the  other  Proyinces,  or  defend 
ibeir  own  to  any  material  Purpose. 

I  wish  I  coukl  gratify  you  in  your  Enquiry  about  Oen^  Johnson. 
He  is  still  at  Lake  Oe<M*ge,  &  does  not,  as  I  hear,  proceed  in  the 
intended  Attack  on  the  French  Camp  at  Ticondarago,  where  the 
French  are  said  to  be  strength'ning  themseives.  Indeed,  if  his 
magaaine  be  not  filled  with  Provisions,  the  Roads  are  now  become 
so  bad,  that  they  cannot  be  carried  in  such  Quantities  as  his  march 
would  require.  Commissioners  are  come  to  Albany  from  Boston  & 
Connecticut  to  concert  the  Destination  of  their  Force?  under  his 
Command,  so  that  his  future  motions  will  depend  on  their  Resolu- 
tions, which  I  shall  communicate  to  You  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  made 
acquainted  with  them. 

My  Heart  bleeds  for  M'.  Shirley.  He  must  be  overwhelmed  with 
Grief  when  he  hears  of  Cap^  John  Shiriey's  Death,  of  which  I  have 
an  Account  by  the  last  Post  from  New  York,  where  he  dyed  of  a 
Flux  and  Fever  that  he  had  contracted  at  Oswego.  The  Loss  of 
Two  Sons  in  one  Campaign  scarce  admits  of  Consolation.  I  feel  the 
Anguish  of  the  unhappy  Father,  and  mix  my  Tears  very  heartily 
with  his.  I  have  had  an  intimate  Acquaintance  with  Both  of  Them, 
for  many  Years,  and  know  well  their  inestimable  Value. 

Great  Disorders  reign  among  the  back  Inhabitants  for  want  of 
Discipline,  which  require  mo  to  go  to  them }  but  if  I  can  possibly 
be  spared  I  will  attend  the  Congress,  and  there  mf^jce  just  and  full 
Representations  of  whatever  has  fallen  under  my  Notice  as  well  in 
this  as  in  other  Provinces. 

I  acknowledge  the  Reoeit  of  yours  of  the  12th  Instant  by  the 
Return  of  my  Express,  and  am  truly  concerned  to  hear  that  Yon 
have  been  laid  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  dissolving  your 
Assembly  at  such  a  dangerous  Juncture^  when  by  repeated  accounts 

•  See  it,  p.  516. 
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We  may  expoot  large  Bodies  of  Indians  to  fall  on  the  three  Pro- 
vinces at  one  and  the  same  time,  so  that  if  these  Distractions  eon- 
tinue  much  longer,  the  greatest  Part  of  them  will  be  depopulated 
and  the  Inhabitants  reduced  to  Want,  so  as  scarce  to  be  able  to 
maintain  themselves,  much  less  such  as  may  be  sent  to  their 
Assistance. 

The  mischiefs  done  by  these  merciless  Indians  in  this  Province 
since  my  last  Letter  are  inconceivable.  All  our  Settlements  con- 
tiguous to  Maryland,  Westward  of  the  Endins  of  the  Temporary 
Lme  are  broken  up,  and  manv  of  their  Houses  burned.  The  same 
Ravages  have  been  committed  in  the  Big  and  Little  Gove;  and  then 
these  Savages  finding  the  People  there  armed  and  on. their  march 
againct  them,  quitted  their  Depredations  on  the  West  Side  of  Sus- 
quehannah,  crossed  that  River  and  fell  on  the  rich  Yale  of  Tulpy- 
hoccon,  murdering  and  burning  Plantations,  as  low  as  within  Six 
Miles  of  M^  Weiser's  House.  It  la  true,  on  the  first  alarm  multi- 
tudes came,  some  with  Arms  and  some  with  Pitcbforksi  enough  to 
have  repelled  a  large  Force;  but  the  Savages  no  sooner  saw  this 
than  they  made  off,  and  have  since  destroyed  a  Moravian  Settle- 
ment, called  Gnaden  Hiitcn,  situate  on  one  of  the  Branches  of  the 
Biver  Delaware,  murdered  Ten  poor  innocent  Moravians,  and  set 
the  HousQ  and  Barn  on  Fire.  Here  again  Numbers  soon  repaired, 
well  armed,  and  assisted  with  a  Detachment  of  the  Militia  from 
Jersey ;  On  which  these  Savages  moved  off,  and  I  imagine  We  shall 
hear  soon  that  they  are  committing  their  cruel  and  horrid  murders 
in  New  Jersey;  for  they  keep  aU  along  the  same  chain  of  Hilhi 
where  thay  began  on  Patowmeo. 

As  soon  as  a  Plan  of  Operations  is  agreed  upon  by  me  and  the 
Committee,  I  will  inform  You  of  it,  and  if  it  is  such  an  one  as  You 
&  QoV.  Sharpe  can  approve,  our  Operations  perhaps  may  be  ren- 
dered the  more  effectual  by  co*operating  together. 

_  I  am,  Ac. 

P.  S. — I  send  You  some  Letters  that  came  to  my  Hands  from 
England,  and  also  a  Paper  containing  Secret  Intelligence  of  the  de- 
signs of  the  Six  Nations  and  other  Indians ;  that  Part  relating  to 
their  attacking  the  French  I  do  not. think  true,  as  I  have  since  had 
other  Accounts  that  do  not  mention  it;  besides  the  French  Seem  to 
be  at  the  bottom  of  this  Scheme.  I  wish  proper  methods  may  be 
taken  to  secure  the  Cherokee  Indians,  &  I  think  the  QoV"  of  the 
Carolinas  should  be  apprised  of  this  Matter. 

Indorsed. — Copy,  Gov'.  Morris's  Letter  to  Gov'.  Dinwiddle. 
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Sir  Charlbs  Hardy  to  Gov,  Morris,  1755. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  80tb  November,  1755. 
Sir: 

Yesterday  I  was  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  26^,  inclosing 
two  Informations  relating  to  the  fncnrsions  of  the  Indians,  in  the 
back  Parts  of  your  Provinces.  I  am  extremely  concerned  to  find 
the  Assembly  of  your  Government  so  averse  to  making  the  neoes- 
BOTj  Provbion  for  their  own  Defence. 

About  an  hour  before  I  received  your  Letter,  I  received  an  Ex- 
press from  Goshen,  that  a  Body  of  Indians  had  dpne  some  Mischief 
at  Minisink,  (on  the  conti'overted  Lands  between  this  Province  and 
New  Jersey,)  and  that  they  were  apprehensive  of  their  moving  to 
the  back  Settlements  at  Orange  County.  On  the  first  Notice  of 
this  Intelligence  the  Officer  commanding  the  Militia,  summoned  the 
different  Companies  to  appear  under  Arms,  and  I  am  informed  by 
the  Bearer  of  the  Express  that  many  are  assembled,  and  I  trust  will 
oppose  the  Enemy  should  they  appear  in  our  settlements.  The  like 
Measures  I  believe  are  pursued  in  the  Government  of  the  Jerseys. 

I  have  this  day  sent  an  Express  to  Gen'.  Johnson  with  this  In- 
formation, and  have  directed  him  to  send  a  Message  in  my  Name  to 
the  Six  Nations,  not  only  to  warn  them  against  any  attempts  that 
may  be  made  on  their  Castle,  but  to  require  them  to  send  Messagra 
to  all  the  Indians  under  their  Dependence,  not  to  assist  or  join  the 
French  or  their  Indians,  but  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  and  assist  the 
English,  and  to  let  them  know  that  if  they  go  out  a  fighting  against 
the  English,  the  six  Nations  will  consider  them  as  Enemies  and 
treat  them  as  Such." 

I  am  sorry  we  are  not  like  to  see  you  at  the  Meeting,  General 
Shirley  has  desired  to  be  held  in  this  city.  You  may  be  assured  I 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  made  your  Residence  here  agreeable. 
I  am.  Sir, 

with  great  Esteem, 

Your  most  Obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

GHAS.  HARDY. 

Directed. 

Governor  Morris. 
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Wm.  Parsoks  to  Kich'd.  Peters,  1755. 

Euion;  Noy  the  80%  1755. 

R*  Peters,  Esq'. : 

Sir- 
Since  irriting  toy  last,  of  tbc  27^  Instant,  eyerj  thing  re- 
nains  pretty  qniet  There  has  been  a  report  of  some  Damage  being 
done  on  the  other  side  the  Mountains,  beyond  Broadheads,  but  it 
wants  Confirmation.  Last  Fryday  the  Jersey  People  took  an  Indian 
Man  and  broaght  him  to  our  Goal,  and  last  night  about  7  o'clock 
they  brought  15  Indians  more,  3  of  them  were  Men  and  the  rest 
Women  and  Children.  As  it  was  thought  unsafe  to  keep  the  Indians 
long  in  this  place,  which  might  draw  a  particular  Resentment  an  us 
from  the  other  Indians  when  they  should  hear  that  we  had  them  here 
in  Goal,  They  were  this  Morning  all  sent  oyer  into  the  Jerseys, 
under  Convoy  of  those  who  brought  them  to  us,  with  advice  to  oon- 
Tey  them  safely  to  some  prison  in  the  lower  and  more  Populous 
CountieB  of  their  own  Province.  Whether  we  have  done  right  or  no 
must  be  left  to  our  Superiors,  but  the  People  of  the  Town  were  ex- 
ceedingly dissatisfied  at  the  Indians  being  brought  here,  and  I  do 
assure  you  that  I  find  a  good  deal  of  Difficulty  to  keep  our  People 
in  spirits  to  whieh  end  I  am  obliged  upon  every  occasion  to  humour 
them  and  to  keep  them  in  Temper,  and  they  have  been  much  insult- 
ed and  put  upon  by  some  of  the  Jersey  People  from  Oreenwich, 
who  came  in  great  numbers  to  feast  upon  us  under  pretence  of 
Friendship  being  too  much  encouraged  therein  by  a  few  of  our  own 
People,  but  I  have  hitherto  kept  them  patient  under  those  Menaces. 
I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 

P.  S. — ^If  we  are  furnished  with  Snpplys  of  Men,  Arms,  Ammu- 
nition and  Provisions  we  shall  not  be  able  to  hold  our  Ground. 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Indorsed, 

Wm.  Parsons.    30  Nov',  1755.    Rece'd  Saturday  Mom'g  by 
Express,  Grace  Parsons. 
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Col.  Johnson  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Fort  Johnson,  Decb'  17th,  1755.  ' 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  Moment  the  pleasure  of  y",  and  am  much  obliged  to 
yon  for  your  kind  Congratulations.  * 

I  had  Yesterday  the  Honor  of  a  few  lines  from  Gov'  Morris,  with 
Seyerall  Papers  relating  to  the  Barbarous  proceedings  of  the  Shaw- 
anese  &  Delaware  Indians.  I  have  only  time  to  acquaint  you  that  I 
already  Sent  Messages  to  the  Six  Nations  about  their  Behaviour,  & 
insisted  Strenuously  on  their  nseing  all  means  possible  to  check  their 
Tile  proceedings.  I  have  also  Sent  a  Message  by  one  of  our  Indians 
to  the  Delawares  &  Shawanese,  forbidding  them  to  Act  any  more  in 
that  Manner  at  their  Peril,  but  to  join  Us  in  ye  Spring  against  the 
French  and  their  Allies,  w*^^  would  be  more  their  interest,  and  greatly 
more  to  their  credit  than  what  they  are  at  present  about ;  they  do 
not  regard  truth  if  they  Say  I  Sent  them  no  Invitation  to  Join  Me, 
for  I  Assure  yon,  at  the  several  Meetings  last  June  there  were  three 
Delawares  present,  whom  I  sent  an  Interpreter  for,  and  after  receiving 
their  Share  of  the  present,  they  promised  to  Join  me  whenever  I 
called,  but  they  did  not  come  at  my  Invitation  Shortly  after ;  how- 
ever, I  have  hopes  yet  of  their  Reformation,  as  well  as  the  Shawanese, 
if  I  have  but  time  to  look  into  those  Matters  &  am  not  interrupted 
by  Everry  little  Trader  &  Fellow  in  the  Country,  as  has  been  the 
Case,  and  find  is  still  so ;  this  I  am  afraid  will  Stagger  the  Indians 
&  be  of  fiital  Consequence.  Excuse  my  hnrry,  w*^  occasions  brevity, 
being  Surroanded  by  All  the  Mohawks  who  came  to  Condole  the 
Death  of  my  Sister  &  Brother-in-Law.  I  propose  going  soon  to  York, 
where  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  You  &  Saying  more. 

Mr.  Clause  is  at  li}»erty,  and  may  go  to  Philadelphia  when  he 
wiU. 

I  am*,  with  much  esteem, 

Your  most  Obed* 

Humble  Serv*, 

WM.  JOHNSON 

Indorsed. — Col*  Johnson,  17  Dec"",  1755. 
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Orders  to  Cam.  George  Croghan,  1755. 

To  Cap*  Qeorge  Croghan : 
Sir, 
Tou  are  cleared  to  proceed  to  Cumberland  County  and  ^z  on  pro* 
per  Places  for  erecting  three  Stockadoes,  viz^.  One  back  of  Patterson's^ 
One  upon  KisheooqmllaSy  and  one  Near  Sideliug  Hill ;  Each  of  them 
Fifty  feet  Square,  with  a  Block-house  on  two  of  the  Comers,  and  % 
Barrack  within,  capable  of  Lodging  Fifty  Men.  You  are  also  de- 
sired to  agree  with  some  proper  Person  or  Persons  to  oversee  the 
Workmen  at  each  Place,  who  shall  be  allowed  such  Wages  as  you 
shall  agree  to  give,  not  exceed  lug  one  Dollar  p'  Bayi  and  the  Work- 
men shall  be  allowed  at  the  Rate  of  Six  Dollars  p' Month,  and  their 
Provisions,  till  the  Work  is  finished.  * 

JOS.  FOX, 
JOS.  HUGHES, 
EVAN  MORGAN. 

Indorsed. — Orders  to  George  Croghan.     Ent*. 


Gov.  DoBBS  TO  Gov,  Morris,  1755. 

Sir, 

I  Have  your  Favour  of  the  29th  nit.,  and  am  mightily  pleased 
that  you  are  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  our  Assembly,  and  my 
Endeavours  to  promote  the  Kings  Service  and  the  Interest  and  Safety 
of  the  Colonies. 

I  am  Extreamly  well  pleased  that  your  A%<9embly  are  roused  out 
of  their  Lethergy  and  have  granted  at  last  the  £55,000,  had  that 
been  done  one  year  ago  many  lives  bad  been  saved,  and  their  Co- 
lony would  not  have  suffered.  When  you  are  prepared,  I  shall  hear- 
tily Co-operate  with  you  and  Governor  Din widdie,  as  far  as  this  Pro- 
vince hath  empowered  me  in  your  Plan  of  operation,  which,  I  make 
no  doubt,  will  be  well  Concerted. 

Governor  Dinwiddle  is  sending  Comm**  to  the  Cherokees  and  Ca- 
tawbas,  with  presents,  to  secure  them  in  our  Interest,  and  to  procure 
their  assistance.  I  shall  send  Comm**  to  Joyn  theirs,  to  give  weight 
to  his  application,  altho'  I  have  no  presents  to  send  to  them,  and 
make  no  doubt  but  Governor  Littleton,  who  I  expect  hath  been 
orderd  from  England  to  this  Goverment,  soon  after  his  Return  from 
France,  will  heartily  Co-operate  with  us,  in  procuring  the  Cherokees 
assistance,  and  not  betray  the  British  Interest  in  America,  as  Glenn 
bath  done  as  far  as  in  his  Power. 

I  shall  Send  a  Copy  of  your  Inclosed  Letter  of  advice  from  Sfaip- 

*  Autograph,  probably  Franklin's,  cut  oat 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


FBHNSTLTANIA  ABCHZVBS  1765.  687 

peasbtirg  to  South  Carolina,  air  yoa  desire.  I  would  fain  hope  the 
Intelligence  is  not  true,  Since  so  many  of  the  Six  Nations  have 
Joynd  General  Johnston,  and  several  General  Shirley.  I  believe 
the  Seneoas  may  have  been  gained  by  the  French,  and  have  had\In« 
flaenee  over  the  Delaware  and  Shawanese.  I  Hear  that  the  Tuska- 
mras,  who  have  Joynd  the  Six  Nations,  have  sent  to  the  Tuskaro- 
ras  here  for  30  men  to  Joyn  them  next  Spring,  and  that  they  are 
Sasciaehanning  them  to  have  them  ready,  I  should  be  slad  you 
would  Enquire  particularly  whether  they  are  in  the  French  or  our 
Interest,  for  if  they  are  in  the  French  Interest,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary that  I  should  have  them  secured  from  going  to  Joyn  them, 
which  if  they  are  in  our  Interest  I  should  not  do. 

As  soon  as  you  have  any  certain  Intelligence  about  those  Indians 
be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know,  that  I  may  know  how  to  act,  in  Case 
my  Intelligence  be  true  of  them  having  demanded  them.  I  wish 
you  all  the  Success  you  can  wish  for  in  your  Government,  and  that 
you  may  be  able  to  bring  those  Thoughtless  Representatives  of  y'rs 
to  do  Justice  to  their  Colony,  and  to  act  like  true  Britons,  in  de- 
fense of  their  Liberties  from  foreign  Enemies,  and  not  spend  their 
Time  about  trifling  'pretended  Rights  of  their  Assembly,  which  is 
all  Fiction  and  Private  Power,  lest  squabbling  for  the  Shadow  they 
should  lose  the  Substance. 

I  am  with  Esteem,  S*", 

Your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

ARTHUR  DOBBS. 

To  Gov  Morris. 
IiuiQr9ed,—Qor  Dobbs.    New  Bern,  Dec'  18*>»,  1755* 


Jamss  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Morris,,  1755. 

Philad*,  IS*^' Dec,  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter  from  N.  York,  and  am 
extremely  pleased  with  the  Measures  you  are  taking  with  General 
Shirley,  to  know  the  minds  of  the  Six  Nations  with  respect  to  the 
Cruel  ravages  &  depredations  daily  Comitted  on  this  Province. 

Since  you  left  us,  Conrad  Weiser^  James  Galbraith,  &  Geo.  Cro- 
ghan  have  been  in  Town,  and  have  been  fully  examined  by  the 
Councils  upon  all  the  Points  we  thought  necessary  to  be  known,  but 
I  cannot  say  We  have  received  much  Satisfaction  from  them.  The 
Country  is  every  where  so  aUrm'dy  that  were  every  one's  Expecta- 
tions to  be  answerd,  not  less  than  a  Thousand  or  1500  men  would 
be  necessary  to  be  taken  into  Constant  Pay,  the  people  bein^  fright- 
ned  and  preparing  to  fly  even  within  twenty  miles  of  this  City. 
This  general  panick  that  has  Seized  the  People,  and  the  little  as- 
sistafice,  or  even  true  information  we  are  able  to  obtain  from  the 

23* 
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Frontiera/in  the  Ezcoation  of  <mr  Tnitt,  baa  Gompelld  M'.  Frank- 
lin, M'.  FoZ|  &  myself  to  make  a  Joarney  thither,  to  See  &  Judge 
for  Oar  Selves  of  Condition  of  the  Country  and  of  the  most  proper 
methods  for  defending  it.  And  we  are  this  moment  setting  ont  for 
Minisikk,  at  which  place  the  Cruellest  rayages  have  been  made,  of 
which  I  presume  you  ha?e  reced  aooounts  from  Justice  Horaeield. 
Our  present  Scheme  is  to  take  500  men  into  Constant  Serrice,  half 
on  this  &,  half  on  the  other  side  of  Sasquehannab^  &  to  eieet  Fite 
Block  Houses  on  Each  Side,  and  the  space  between  them  to  be  ooo- 
tinnally  ranged  by  the  respectlTe  Garrisons.  I  hare  giTon  Oeo. 
Croghan  a  Captain's  Commission ;  He  is  to  raise  the  men  immedi- 
ately, and  Superintend  the  building  over  Sa8|)uehannah,  as  I  knew 
not  whom  else  to  employ,  and  upon  Supposition  that  He  is  honest, 
no  body  is  fitter  for  that  Service.  I  have  also  enjoind  him  to  en« 
gage  as  many  of  the  Indians  over  the  River  as  he  possibly  can  to 
come  down  to  the  Treaty,  tho'  I  find  he  has  a  Sorry  opinion  of  that 
treaty,  ft  says  He  knows  of  no  Indians  on  that  side,  save  the  very 
few  he  has  with  him  in  the  Fort,  that  may  be  called  Friends.  And 
I  am  very  much  afraid,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  intended  Treaty 
will  come  to  nothing.  Not  seeing  how  it  is  posable  for  Aaron  Dn- 
pui,  whom  von  entrusted  with  your  Messages,  to  leave  his  House  & 
family,  ^if  he  yet  has  a  House  &  fiimily)^  and  Execute  your  Gomia* 
sion,  while  the  whole  of  that  Country  is  in  such  terrible  Consterna- 
tion. We  shall,  however,  know  more  of  that  when  we  go  up,  and 
if  possible  hasten  him  to  Wioming,  if  he  be  not  already  gone,  in 
the  mean  time  a  present  will  be  prepared  for  the  Indians,  which  if 
not  used  for  that  purpose  will  be  wanted  in  the  several  Garrisons. 
I  have  given  out  three  or  four  Comissions  upon  the  foot  of  our  Late 
Law,  but  I  find  it  will  not  take  generally,  but  am  perswaded  it  will 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  Better  in  a  little  time,  for  the  whole  wealth 
of  the  Province,  I  see  clearly,  will  not  defend  it  Seven  years,  in  the 
method  we  are  in.  The  money  melts  like  a  Snow  Ball,  and  I  am 
mistaken  if  you  have  not  another  Bill  of  the  like  Sort  to  Pass  with 
in  nine  months: 

I  am  Sorry  to  find  that  Parties  should  arise  among  the.  Servants 
of  the  same  King,  at  a  time  when  the  Publiok  Service  requires  the 
greatest  Harmony.  I  hope  &  believe  that  if  you  are  obliged  to  list 
in  either  it  will  be  upon  due  Consideration,  and  as  the  right  of  the 
case  appears  to  youf  Pray  Excuse  this  hasty  Scribble,  for  I  have 
not  a  moments  time,  and  believe  mC;  with  great  respecty 
1>S' 
^  Your  most  Obedient  & 

most  hum***  Serv*, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 

Hon*»«  Governor  Morris. 
Indorsed. 

James  Hamilton,  Esq^,  to  Governor  Morris. 
18  Dec',  1755. 
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"William  Paesons  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765. 

Honoured  ^ir,  * 

M'.  Peten  by  his  Favour  of  the  14^,  iDfinrms  me  that  it  was  un- 
certain when  you  should  return  to  Philada.  Therefore,  having  this 
Opportunity^  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  embrace  it  to  inform  you  that 
BOW  our  Country  is  deserted  all  along  Delaware  Riyer,  on  this  side 
the  Mountains,  quite  down  to  this  Town,  which  is  now  become  the 
only  Barrier  along  the  River,  and  we  are  realy  in  a  poor  condition  to 
repulse  the  Enemy.  M'.  Atkins  having  been  with  your  Hon',  you 
have  received  from  him  a  fuller  acco't  than  I  can  eive  of  the  Ruin* 
ous  condition  of  the  Country  in  this  Neighbourhood,  and  the  inclosed 
will  give  you  an  idea  of  our  Situation.  Since  which,  nothing  new 
has  come  to  my  knowledge.  By  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Frankliui  of  the 
15thj  he  informs  me  that  M'.  Hamilton  and  himself  were  to  set  out 
as  yesterday  for  these  parts,  and  that  Cap^  Trump  was  to  set  out  the 
day  before  yesterday  for  this  place,  &  that  Cap**  Aston  &  Wayne 
were  wrote  to,  to  march  this  way  immediately.  The  Arms,  Amuni- 
tion^  Blankets  &  one  Hog'  Riim  for  Capt.  Trump's  Comp'y,  was 
brought  to  this  Town  last  Mondayi  and  we  expect  them  here  every 
minute.  I  am  in  great  hopes  when  Mess'*  Hamilton  &  Franklin  are 
with  uSf  they  will  take  measures  to  put  us  into  a  better  posture  of 
Defence. 

lam, 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 

EastoB;  Decem'  the  19th;  1765. 

Directum^ 

To  the  Hon'ble  Robert  Hunter  Morris^  Esquire,  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  &c. 

Indorsed. 

William  Parsons,  Esq.,  On  his  Majesty's  Service,  19  Dec.  1756. 
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Gov.  MoRKis  TO  Gov.  OF  Maryland,  175^. 

Fhiladelphia,  20th  Deo>,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  send  yon  inclosed  the  Copy  of  a  Petition  exhibited  to  me  hj 
Wateman  Sipple,*  of  Kent  Goantj,  npon  Delaware,  complaining 
that  Thomas  Harris,  of  Queen  Anns  County,  as  Bailiff  of  the  Lord 
Proprietary  of  Maryland,  had  entred  into  a  Tract  of  Land  which 
,  was  taken  np  above  20  years  ago,  under  the  Proprietors  of  this  Pro- 
vince and  the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  and  has  ever  since 
been  peaceably  held  and  enjoyed  by  him  under  the  said  Grant,  and 
distrained  on  bis  Qoods  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  pretended  to  be 
due  to  the  Lord  Baltimore,  for  arrears  of  Qait  Rent.  I  am  also  in- 
formed that  Anderton  Brown,  one  of  the  Under  Sheriffs  of  Dorsets 
County,  with  some  others,  in  February  last  came  to  the  House  of 
one  James  Anderson,  who  lived  in  the  said  County  of  Kent,  npon 
Land  taken  under  the  Proprietors  of  Pensilvania,  and  upon  Ander- 
son's refusing  to  pay  him  a  sum  of  Money  which  he  demanded  for 
bis  Levy,  seized  him  in  a  Violent  manner,  in  order  to  carry  him  to 
Prison  in  the  said  County  of  Dorset,  whereupon  Weapons  were 
drawn,  and  a  Quarrel  arose  between  the  Contending  Parties,  which 
^as  near  endins  in  Bloodshed.  As  it  is,  the  mutual  interest  of  the 
Proprietors  of  both  Provinces,  to  preserve  Peace  and  good  Order 
among  the  inhabitants  that  live  near  the  Borders  or  reputed  Line, 
till  the  final  determination  of  the  Dispute  at  present  subsisting  be- 
tween them,  &  Practises  of  this  sort  may  be  attended  with  very  fiUal 
Consequences,  if  they  are  not  timely  discouraged,  and  are  Infrao- 
tions  of  his  Majesties  Royal  Order  in  Council,  made  for  Quieting 
Tumults  and  Disorders,  on  or  near  the  Borders,  I  doubt  not  but  you 
will  join  with  me  in  suppressing  them,  Sl  give  orders  that  his  Loitl- 
ships  Officers  proceed  no  further  in  the  Cases  that  are  the  subjects 
of  the  complaints  I  have  mentioned  above, 
lam. 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Serv^ 

Indoried, 

Of  a  Letter  to  the  GoVr  of  Maryland,  relateing  to  the  Claims  of 
Sipple,  dated  30  Dec,  1755.  Delivered  to  Gov.  Sharpe  at  New 
York. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  416. 
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Articlbs  of  Agreement  of  Capt*n,.  McLaughlin's  Com- 
pany, 1755. 

Ea8ton,'29  Dec',  1755. 
Sir: 

We  the  Sabsoriben  do  bereby  engage  ourselves  to  serve  as  Sol- 
diers in  His  Majestjs  Service,  nnder  the  Command  of  Captain  James 
McLaughlioy  for  the  space  of  Two  Months,  and  who  ever  of  us  shall 
desert  or  prove  cowardly  in  time  of  action,  or  disobedient  to  our 
Officers  shall  forfeit  his  Pay.  This  agreement  we  make  in  Consid- 
eration of  being  allowed  at  the  rate  of  Six  Dollars  per  Month,  Arms 
Ammunition,  Blankets,  Pix>visions  and  a  Gill  of  Kum  per  day  for 
each  man.  The  Blanket,  Arms  and  Ammunition  left  to  be  returned 
when  we  are  discharged  from  the  Service. 


Orders  to  Capxs.  Martin  &  Craig,  1755. 

Easton,  29  December,  1755. 
Sir: 

As  I  think  it  will  be  for  the  Good  of  the  Service  in  general  that 
the  Troops  raised  in  the  County  of  Northampton;  shoud  be  under 
the  Care  and  Superintendence  of  a  Field  Officer,  I  have  with  that 
View  in  virtue  of  the  power  granted  me,  appointed  William  Par- 
sons,  Esquire,  to  be  Major  of  the  said  Troops.  You  are  therefore 
to  observe  and  follow  all  such  orders  &,  Directions  as  you  shall  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  him,  touching  the  Marches  or  other  Ser- 
vice of  the  Company,  under  your  imediate  Command.  Any  thing 
in  your  Commission  or  Instructions  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  h.  a. 

J.  HAMILTON. 
Indorsed. 

Orders  to  Cap*.  Martin  &  Cap*.  Craig.* 


Col.  George  Washington  to  Gov,  Morris,  1756, 

Honw«Sir: 

I  am  sorry  it  has  not  been  in  my  Power  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt yours  till  now.  At  the  time  that  your  Letter  came  to  Win- 
chester, I  was  at  Williamsburg.  Before  I  got  back  it  was  conveyed 
tbither,  and  so  from  place  to  pUce  has  it  been  tossing  almost  till 
this  time. . 

*  The  letter  to  Gov.  Belcher  on  p.  630,  belongs  here.  . 
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There  i8  nothing  mere  neoesstry  than  good  IntelligeDoe  to  fras- 
trate  a  designiDg  Enemy^  and  nothing  that  reqaires  greater  pains  to 
obtain.  I  shall  therefore  chearfuUj  come  into  any  measures  joo  can 
propose,  to  settle  a  oorrispondanoe  for  this  salutary  end,  and  yon  may 
depend  upon  receiTing  (when  the  Provences  are  threaten'd)  the  ear- 
liest, and  best  Intelligence  that  I  can  procure. 

I  sympathiz'd  in  general  concern  to  seethe  inactivity  of  year  PrcK 
vinoe,  in  a  time  of  eminent  danger :  bat  am  pleas'd  to  find,  that  a 
fceling  sense  of  wrongs  has  ronzd  the  spirit  of  y oar — ^Martial  Anem* 
bly  to  Tote  a  sum,  which  with  yonr  jadicions  application,  will  torn 
to  a  genera*  good. 

We  took  some  pretty  vifforouB  measures  to  collect  a  force  nptm  oor 
Frontiers,  upon  the  first  alarm,  w***  ha^  kept  as  peaceable  ever  once 
bow  long  this  may  last— is  uncertain ;  since  that  force,  which  were 
Militia,  are  disbanded,  and  the  reorait'g  Service  almost  Stagnated. 

If  you  propose  to  Levy  Troops,  and  their  destination  is  not  a 
secret :  I  shoud  be  favoured  were  I  let  into  the  Scheme ;  that  we  may 
act  conjunctly  so  far  as  the  natare  of  things  will  admit  Pray  di- 
rect to  me  at  Alexandria;  to  which  place  I  design  in  ab'  10  days 
from  this. 

I  am  with  great  regard,  and 

^dne  respect, 

Y' most  Ob' H*'* 

ServS 

GO.  WASHINGTON. 

I  heartily  wish  yon  yo  Comp'ls  of  the  Season. 

Winchester,      } 
Janyl«a756.    J 

Indorsed, 
CoK  Washington. 


Obders  and  Instritctions  op  Gov.  M.  to    Capt!^^ 
Wayne,  dated  at 

Reading,  Jan'^,  1756. 
Cap.  Wayne: 

You  aw  upon  your  return  from  Depui's  to  Halt  with  your  Com- 
pany  ft  Nazareth,  and  there  to  remain  till  further  ordeni,  takio/r 
^!?^t  T•^''^y^  ^  ^^^  ^  keep  your  company  in  good  order, 
•nd  to  post  them  m  such  a  manner  as  most  Effectually  to  guard  and 
•eouTB  that  place  agabst  any  attack;  and  if  you  should  be  pas* 
IMasaieth  when  you  receive  these  orders,  you  are  then  to  retom 
thither,  and  remain  there,  posting  your  men  as  above  you  are  di- 
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Ton  are,  as  soon  as  you  oan,  to  augment  jonr  company  with  the 
nnmber  of  twenty  men,  each  man  to  find  himself  with  a  gun  and  a 
Blanket,  for  the  use  of  which  a  reasonable  allowance  will  be  made 
by  the  Oovemment.  And,  in  making  this  Augmentation  you  are  to 
take  eare  to  keep  an  ezaot  account  of  the  time  when  each  man  enters 
himself  with  you,  so  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  make  a  proper  re« 
turn  to  me  upon  oath. 

You  are  to  Inform  the  men  of  your  company  and  such  of  the  othe? 
oompanys  as  you  shall  Joyn  or  have  occasion  to  send  to,  that  They 
shall  receive  a  reward  from  the  Oovemment  of  forty  Pieces  of  Eight 
for  every  Indian  they  shall  kill  &  scalp  in  any  action  they  may  have 
with  them,  which  I  hereby  promise  to  pay  upon  producing  the  scalpSi* 

As  Uiere  may  be  oocasion.for  the  immediate  use  of  your  Company 
in  another  part  of  the  Country,  you  are  to  Hold  your  self  in  readiness 
to  march  upon  an  Hours  warning. 

Janr.  8*,1756* 

Indaned. 

Drf^.Letter  to  Cap".  Wayne,  to  the  care  of  M».  Edmunds  at  Beth- 
leham. 


Obbebs  to  Capt,  James  McLaohlin,  1756. 

Sir, 

You  are  to  Detach  with  twenty  men  of  your  Company,  under  the 
command  of  your  Lieuten*,  who  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  march  at  an  Hours  warning,  and  the  Lieutenant  with  the  detach- 
ment are  to  follow  such  orders  as  he  or  they  shall  from  time  to  time 
receive  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq^ 

You  are,  with  the  remaining  thirty  men  of  your  Company,  to 
march  to  Harris's  ferry,  taking  the  road  by  Conrad  Weiser's,  and 
making  all  the  dispatcbyou  can. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  the  arms  aud  acoutrements  of  your  men 
are  in  order  &  fit  for  service,  and  you  are  on  your  march  to  be  upon 
your  guard,  so  that  you  be  not  surprised. 

The  waggon  with  stores,  will  move  at  the  same  time,  in  which 
may  he  put  such  part  of  the  men's  baggage  as  it  can  conveniently 
carry. 

Reading,  January  5, 1756.f 
Indorsedj 

Orders  to  Capt.  James  MoLaghlin,  Jan'y  5, 1756. 

*  See  Colon.  Becords  Vol.  VI.,  p.  770-772.  Gov.  Morris  arrived  at  Read- 
ing the  same  day. 

t  Bee  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  770,  772. 
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Orders  to  Captain  Frederick  Smixh»  1756. 

Captain  Frederick  Smith, 

Ton  are,  as  soon  as  you  possibly  oan,  to  Draft  oul  of  your  Com- 
paiiy  fifty  of  the  best  men  belonging  to  that  Company,  and  with 
year  Lieutenant  and  Ensign,^  march  to  the  town  of  Reading,  where 
yon  will  be  mustered  by  James  Read,  Esq.,  and  from  the  time  of 
such  musteri  yon  and  the  Company  are  to  enter  into  the  Oovem- 
ments  pay,  according  to  the  Establishment  herewith  given  yon. 

You  are  to  engage  your  men  for  a  certain  time,  not  less  than  two 
months,  nor  more  than  three  months. 

Ton  are  to  remain  in  the  town  of  Reading  till  you  receive  further 
orders,  and  while  there,  you  are  to  post  your  men  in  such  a  manner, 
aa  best  to  defend  that  town  in  case  it  should  be  attadced. 

Tou  are  to  cause  such  of  your  men  as  are  able  to  bring  with  thorny 
each  a  gun  and  a  Blanket,  and  either  an  ax  or  a  grubbing  hoe. 

You  are  to  keep  your  men  sober  and  in  order,  and  at  all  times  fit 
for  dnty,  and  to  hold  yourself  &  them  in  readiness  to  maceh  firom 
Beading,  at  an  hour's  warning. 

Beading,  Jan'y  6, 1755. 

Indonedf 
Orders  to  Cap.  Fred.  Smith,  January  6, 1756. 


Orders  to  Capt.  Jonas  Seblt,  1756, 

Sir: 

You  are  to  form  a  Guard  of  twenty-five  men,  of  which  you  are  to 
have  the  Command  and  they  arc  to  be  upon  the  same  Establish- 
ment as  to  pay  and  Provisions  as  the  other  Companys  in  the  Govern- 
ment's pay;  and  when  you  have  raised  these  men,  you  are  to  muster 
them  before  James  Read,  Esq%  and  they  are  to  enter  into  pay  from 
the  time  of  such  muster. 

As  your  men  are  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  Government,  you  are  to 
employ  them  in  strengthening  such  places  in  the  town  as  you  shall 
Judge  best  for  its  security,  particularly  the  Yard  about  the  county 
house. 

You  are  to  take  care  to  keep  your  men  sober  &  in  order,  and  ^ady 
at  all  times  for  duty,  and  that  thy  have  their  arms  at  all  times  in 
order;  and  you  are  to  post  the  Guard  in  such  manner  as  effectually 
to  secure  the  town  in  case  of  attack. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  770,  773. 
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In  case  any  stores  abould  be  sent  into  this  town  belonging  to  tbe 
Government,  jou.  are  to  Lodge  them  in  the  most  secure  Place,  and 
station  guards  upon  tbemi  not  only  to  prevent  their  being  surprised 
and  dbtroy'd  by  the  enemy,  but  to  prevent  embezilm^  That  part 
of  Gap*  Morgan's  Gomp^  which  makes  the  town  guard  at  Present^  is 
to  Gontinue  upon  that  servioe  till  furtber  orders. 

Kead»,  Jan'  6, 17567 

Indorud.^^wD?  6, 1756.    Orders  to  Gap.  Jonas  Seoly. 


Orders  to  Adam  Read,  Esq.,  1756. 

The  Gommissioners  thinking  that  the  Gompany  of  fifty  men  under 
your  Gommand  are  sufficient  to  guard  the  frontier  along  tbe  Kittek- 
tiny  Hills,  from  your  own  House  to  Hunter's  Mill,  Have  refused  for 
the  present  to  take  any  other  men  in  that  quarter  into  the  pay  of 
"'the  Oovemment,  and  requested  me  to  Order,  and  I  do  hereby  ac- 
cordingly Order  you  to  detacb  twenty-five  of  the  men  now  at  your 
House,  to  the  fort  at  Hunter's  Mill,  upon  Sasquebana,  under  the 
Command  of  your  Lieutenant  or  Officer  next  under  your  self,  or  in  - 
€aao  there  be  none  such  appointed  by  the  government,  then  under 
the  command  of  such  person  as  you  shall  appoint  for  that  Servioe; 
and  you  are  to  give  orders  to  the  Gommander  of  such  detachm*  to 
keep  his  men  in  order  and  fit  for  duty,  and  to  cause  a  party  of  them, 
from  time  to  time,  to  range  the  woods  along  and  near  the  mountains 
toward  your  House ;  and  you  are  in  like  manner  to  keep  the  men 
with  you  in  good  order,  and  to  cause  a  party  of  them,  from  time  to 
time,  to  range  tbe  woods  on  or  near  the  mountains  towards  Hunter's 
Mill ;  and  you  &  they  are  to  Gontinue  upon  this  service  till  further 
order. 

Carlisle,  January  10, 1756. 

You  are  to  add  ten  men  to  your  Gompany  out  of  the  township  of 
Paxton,  and  to  make  the  Detachment  to  Hunter's  Mill  of  twenty 
more  men,  which,  with  those  ten,  are  to  complete  80  for  that  service, 
and  keep  an  ace*  of  the  time  when  these  ten  enter  themselves,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  make  up  your  muster  roll  upon  oath. 

im^rtei.— Garlisle,  Jan.  10, 1756.    Orders  to  Adam  Read,  E8q^ 
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Instructions  of  Ben.  Franklin  to  Cap.  Vanetta,  1756. 

At  Betblehem^  in  ibo  County  of  NortharoptoD. 
January  12,  1756. 
To  Cap^  Yanettay  of  th«  Township  of  Upper  Smithfield.  ' 
Sir: 

1.  YoQ  are  to  proceed  immediately  to  nuse  a  Company  of  Foot, 
oonsbting  at  30  able  Men,  including  two  Serjeants,  with  which  joa 
are  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  Upper  Smithfield,  assisting  them 
while  they  thresh  out  and  Secure  their  Com,  and  Scouting  from 
time  to  time  as  you  judge  necessary,  on  the  Outside  of  the  Settle- 
ments, with  Such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  may  join  you.  to  discover  the 
Enemy's  Approaches,  and  repel  their  Attacks. 
'  2.  For  the  better  Security  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  District,  joa 
are  to  post  your  Men  as  follows :  Eight  at  your  own  House,  Eight 

at  Lieutenant  Henshaw's,  Six  with  a  Serjeant  at  Tishhock ,  aod 

Six  with  another  Serjeant,  at  or  near  Henry  Cortracht's,  an4  you 
are  to  settle  Signals,  or  Means  of  Suddenly  alarming  the  Inhabi* 
tants,  and  convening  your  whole  Strength  with  the  Militia  of  yoor 
District,  on  any  necessary  Occasion. 

8.  Every  Man  is  to  lie  engag'd  for  one  Month,  and  as  the  Pro 
Tince  cannot  at  present  furnish  Arms  or  Blankets  to  your  Compisy, 

Jou  are  to  allow  every  Man  enlisting  and  bringing  his  own  Arms  & 
tlankot,  a  Dollar  for  the  Use  thereof  over  and  above  his  Pay. 
4.  You  are  to  furnish  your  Men  with  Provisions,  not  exceeding 
the  Allowance  mentioned  in  the  Paper  herewith  given  you,  and  yoor 
.  reasonable  Accounts  ior  the  same  shall  be  aiiow^  and  paid. 
^  6.  You  are  to  keep  a  Diary  or  Journal  of  every  Day's  TraMao- 
lions,  and  an  exact  Account  of  the  Time  when  each  Man  enters  him* 
self  with  you,  and  if  any  Man  desert  or  die  you  are  to  note  the  Time 
in  your  Journal,  and  the  Time  of  engaging  a  new  Man  in  his  Place^ 
and  submit  your  Journal  to  the  Inspection  of  the  Governor  when 
required. 

6.  You  are  to  acquaint  the  Men,  that  if  in  their  Ranging  they 
meet  with,  or  are  at  any  Time  attack'd  by  the  Enemy,  and  kill  any 
of  them;  Forty  Dollars  will  be  allow'd  and  paid  by  the  Government 
for  each  Scalp  of  an  Indian  Eaemy  so  killed^  the  same  being  pro- 
duced with  proper  Attestations. 

7.  You  are  to  take  care  that  your  Stores  and  Provisions  be  not 
wasted. 

8.  If  by  any  Means  you  gain  Intelligence  of  the  Designs  of  the 
Enemy,  or  the  March  of  any  of  their  Parties  towards  any  Part  of 
the  Frontier,  you  are  to  send  Advice  thereof  to  the  Governor,  and 
to  the  other  Companies  in  the  Neighbourhoodi  as  the  Occasion  may 
require. 

9.  You  are  to  keep  good  Order  among  your  Men,  and  prevent 
Drunkenness  and  other  Immoralities,  as  ^much  as  may  be,  and  not 
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Sider  Ihem  to  do  any  Iignry  to  tbe  Inhabitanto  whom  they  oome  to 
protect. 

10.  Yon  are  to  take  Care  that  the  Men  keep  their  Arms  clean 
and  in  good  Order,  and  that  their  Powder  be  always  kept  dry  and 
fit  for  Use. 

11.  Yon  are  to  make  op  your  Mnster  Roll  at  the  Month's  End,  in 
order  to  receive  the  Pay  of  your  Company,  and  to  make  Oath  to  the 
Tmth  thereof  before  a  Jastioe  of  the  Peace,  and  then  transmit  the 
aame  to  the  Gkvemor. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
Indorted. 
Instructions  to  Gap^.  John  Vanetta. 


Obligation  of  Soldiers,  1756, 

Jan^  12*,  1756. 
We,  the  Subscribers,  do  hereby  engage  ourselves  to  serv^  as 
Soldiers  in  his  Majesty's  Service,  under  the  command  of  f  aptain 
John  Vanetta,  for  the  Space  of  one  Mouth,  and  whoever  of  us  shall 
£et  drunk,  desert,  or  prove  cowardly  in  Time  of  Action,  or  disobe- 
dient to  our  Officers,  shall  forfeit  his  Pay.  This  Agreement  we 
make  in  Consideration  of  being  allow'd  at  the  rate  of  Six  Dollars  per 
Month,  Wages,  one  Dollar  for  the  Use  of  a  Gun  and  Blanket,  to 
each  Man  who  shall  furnish  himself  with  them,  and  the  Provisions 
and  Rum  mentioned  in  a  Paper  hereunto  annexed.'*' 


Orders  and  Instructions  of  Gov.  Morris  to  Conrad 
Weiser,  Esqr,,  Col'l.  of  the  County  of  Berks,  1766.- 

I  have  orderd  Cap".  Christian  Busse  with  a  company  of  fifty  men 
In  the  pay  of  this  Province,  to  prooeed  to  the  Chip  aft  Tolihaio,  and 
there  to  erect  a  stoccado  fort  of  the  form  and  dimensions  given  him, 
ftod  to  take  posts  there,  and  range  the  woods  from  that  fort  west- 
ward towards  Swehataro  and  eastward  towards  a  stoccado  to  be  built 
l>y  Cap.  Morgan,  about  half  way  between  the  said  fort  and  fort 
Lebanon.  » 

I  have  orderd  Cap".  Jacob  Morgon,  who  is  posted  at  a  fort  in  the 
forks  of  Schuylkill,  called  fort  Lebanon,  to  leave  twenty  men  in  that 
fort  and  prooeed  with  the  remaining  thirty  to  some  convenient  plaee 
About  half  way  between  that  fort  and  Fort  at  Tolihaio,  and 

there  to  erect  a  stoccado  of  about  40  foot  square,  where  he  is  to  leave 
20  men  under  a  Comiss'  officer  and  to  return  to  fort  Lebanon  which 
he  is  to  make  his  head  quartersi  and  from  that  stoooado  &  from  fort 

*  Signed  by  nearly  ttty  soldiers^ 
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Lebiiioii,  bis  men  are  to  Range  and  seonr  the  woods  both  eastwaid 
and  westward. 

I  have  given  them  Instructions,  to  obey  such  orders  as  they  shall 
receive  from  yon  who  I  have  appointed  Oolb  of  the  County  of  Berks, 
and  particularly  not  to  leave  or  depart  from  their  stationsi  or  safer 
any  of  their  officers  to  do  so  without  leave  from  you,  signified  in 
writing.  • 

You  will  therefore  inform  yourself  from  time  to  Ume  of  the  state 
and  condition  of  those  several  forts  and  garrisons,  and  of  the  numbsr 
of  men  doing  duty  in  each,  and  give  such  orders  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  Country  may  require,  and  as  you  may  judge  most  conducive 
to  his  majestys  service ;  informing  me  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  the  order 
yon  give,  and  the  reasons  that  induced  you  to  give  them. 

And  as  I  have  instructed  those  Captains  to  send  notice^  to 
you  of  the  approach  of  any  party  of  the  enemy,  and  any  other  inteli* 
genoe  that  they  may  receive,  you  will,  upon  such  intelligence,  send 
immediate  notice  thereof  to  me,  with  every  material  drcumstanee 
you  can  collect,  and,  till  you  receive  my  orders,  you  are  to  take  sneh 
measures  for  supporting  the  garrisons  in  the  several  forts  upon  the 
frontief,  for  protecting  the  inhabitants  and  annoying  the  enemy  as 
you  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  those  ends. 

You  are  to  inform  me  from  time  to  time  of  what  is  done  and  doing 
upea  the  frontiers  of  the  County  of  BerkS;  and  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Indaned, 
Orders  and  Instructions  to  Conrad  Weiser,  Esqr.^  Jan^  25*^,  1756. 


Sir, 


Bbnj.  Franklin  to  Gov,  1756. 

Bethlehem,  Jan'  14, 1756. 


As  we  drew  near  this  Place  we  met  a  Number  of  Waggons,  and 
many  People  moving  off  with  their  Effects  and  Families  from  the 
Irish  Settlement  and  Lehi  Township,  being  terrified  by  the  Defeat 
of  Hays's  Company,  and  the  Burnings  &  Murders  committed  in  the 
Township  on  New  Year's  Day.  Wo  found  this  Place  fill'd  with 
Befugees,  the  Workmen's  Shops  and  even  Cellars  being  crowded 
with  Women  &  Children;  and  we  learnt  that  Lehi  Township  is 
almost  entirely  abandoned  by  the  Inhabitants.  Soon  after  my  ani- 
val  here,  the  principal  People  of  the  Irish  Settlement,  as  Wilson, 
elder  Craig,  &c.,  came  to  me  and  demanded  an  Addition  of  80  Men 
to  Craig's  Company,  or  threat'ned  they  would  immediately  one  and 
all  leave  that  Country  to  the  Enemy.  Hays's  Company  was  redoe'd 
to  18  Men,  (and  those  without  Shoes,  Stockings,  Blankets  or  Amfl,} 
partly  by  the  Loss  at  anadenhutten,  and  partly  by  Desertion.  Tramp 
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«Dd  Aaton  had  made  bat  alow  Progress  in  n[>ttilding  the  First  Fort, 
complaining  for  want  of  Tools,  which  it  was  thought  the  People  in 
those  Parts  might  have  Soppl/d  them  with.  Wayne's  Company 
we  found  posted  at  Nazareth  agreeable  to  year  Honour's  Orders. 
I  immediately  directed  Hays  to  compleat  his  Company,  and  he 
went  down  tu  Bucks  County  with  M'.  Beatty,  who  promised  to  assist 
him  in  Becruiting.  His  Lieutenant  lies  here  lame  with  frozen  Feet, 
and  unfit  for  Action ;  But  the  Ensign  with  the  18  Men  is  posted 
among  the  present  Frontier  Inhabitants  to  giye  some  Satisfaction  to 
the  Settlement  People,  as  I  refused  to  increase  Craig's  Company. 
In  my  turn,  I  have  threaten'd  to  disband  or  remove  the  Companies 
already  posted  for  the  Security  of  particular  Townships,  if  the  People 
would  not  stay  on  their  Places,  behave  like  Men,  do  Something 
for  themselves,  and  assist  the  Province  Soldiers.  The  Day  after  my 
Arrival  here,  I  sent  off  2  Waggons  loaded  with  Bread,  and  some 
Axes,  for  Trump  &  Aston,  to  Nazareth,  escorted  by  Lieut.  Davis, 
and  the  20  Men  of  McLaughlin's  that  came  with  me;  I  ordered 
him  to  remain  at  Nazareth  to  guard  that  Place  while,  Capt.  Wayne 
whose  Men  were  fresh  proceeded  with  the  Convoy.  To  secure  Lyn 
and  Heidleberg  Township,  whose  Inhabitants  were  just  on  the  Wing, 
I  took  TrezlfsPs  Company  into  Pay,  (he  had  been  before  commis- 
aion'd  by  M'.  Hamilton)  and  I  commission'd  Wetterholt,  who  com- 
manded a  Watch  of  44  Men  before  in  the  Pay  of  the  Province, 
ordering  him  to  compleat  his  Company.  I  have  also  allow'd  30 
Men  to  secure  the  Township  of  Upper  Smithfield,  and  commisson'd 
Van  Etten  and  Hinshaw  as  Captain  and  Lieutenant.  And  in  order 
to  exeeute  more  speedily  the  first  Design  of  erecting  a  Fort  near 
Gnadenhutten  to  compleat  the  Line  and  get  the  Bangers  in  Motion, 
1  have  rais'd  another  Company  under  Cap*.  Charles  Foulk,  to  join 
with  Wayne  in  that  Service ;  and  as  Hays  I  hear  is  not  likely  soon 
to  recruit  his  Company,  I  have  ordered  Orndt  to  come  up  from 
Bockland  in  Bucks  County  to  strengthen  this  Part  of  the  Province, 
''convoy  Provisions,  &c.  to  the  Company,  who  are  and  will  be  at 
work  over  the  Mountains,  and  quiet  the  Inhabitants  who  seem  terri- 
fied out  of  their  Senses. 

The  Arms  &  Blankets  wrote  for  to  New  York  are  not  yet  arriv'd; 
but  I  hear  that  100  Guns  &  150  31ankets  are  on  the  Koad,  sent  me 
by  M'.  Colden ;  those  of  M'.  Walton's  being  sold  before.  I  have 
consulted  M'.  Parsons,  and  if  the  Waggons  come  to-Day,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  I  proceed  to-morrow  with  Wayne's  Company,  which  is 
retum'd,  Foulk's,  and  the  20  Men  of  McLaughlin's,  to  Gnadenhutten, 
to  lay  out  the  intended  Fort,  and  endeavor  to  get  it  dispatch'd. 
Capt.  Wayne  tells  me  that  Trump  expects  the  first  Fort  will  be 
finished  next  Week ;  1  hope  to  get  this  done  as  soon,  having  more 
Tools,  tho'  at  this  Season  it  seems  to  be  fighting  against  Nature. 
But  I  imagine  'tis  absolutely  necessary  to  get  the  Banging  Line  of 
Forts  compleated  that  the  People  may  be  sccur'd  as  soon  as  possible 
in  their  Habitations,  and  the  internal  Guards  and  Companies  dis- 
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msed,  otherwise  the  llzpeiwe  ft  LoflB  to  tlie  Plreraoe  nH  ke 
intolerable. 

,  I  want  mueh  to  hear  the  Event  of  the  propoeed  Treatj,  and  the 
DetermiDatioD  your  Honour  and  the  Commiseioners  may  have  come 
lo^  for  the  EnoooragemeEt  of  Volunteer  Scalping  Parties. 

I  am^  with  dutiful  Respect^  Sir.'*' 
Gov'.  Morris. 

P.  S. — If  you  ehottid  think  fit  to  pass  the  Regulars  at  Easton 
&  in  Smitbfield  Township,  I  think  they  would  be  of  use  there,  & 
so  far  on  their  Way  to  Albany,  when  they  are  to  return  in  the 
Spring. 

/ndors^.— 6enj>.  Franklin. 


Orders  and  Instructions  of  Gov,  M.  to  Conrad  WfiissR, 
Esq.,  1766. 

As  there  is  great  Reason  to  believe  from  the  intelligence  of  Silver 
Heels  that  the  Town  of  Neskopeken  is  become  the  Head-quarters  of 
th  French  and  Indians  that  have  for  some  time  infested  our  Borders, 
it  is  of  great  consequence  to  his  Majesty's  Service  and  the  safety  of 
the  Province,  to  be  fally  informed  of  the  number  that  Rendezvous 
there,  and  of  the  strength  of  the  party s  that  are  employed  ia 
distroyiDg  our  out  settlements,  and  more  especially  so  as  the  Got- 
emm*  have  a  design  to  erect  a  Fort  at  Shamokin^  agreeable  to  the 
request  of  the  Indians. 

You  will,  therefore,  upon  what  I  have  said  to  the  Indians  in  gen*, 
prevail  with  two  of  them  to  undertake  a  Journey  to  Neskopeken, 
and  to  return  immediately  to  Hunter's  Mill,  from  whence  they  will 
be  conducted  to  you,  and  you  will  get  from  them  every  material 
circumstance  relating  to  the  strength,  situation  and  circumstances  of 
the  enemy,  which  you  will  reduce  to  writing,  and  transmit  to  me 
without  delay. 

Should  the  enemy  be  informed  of  the  design  of  building  at 
Shamokin  they  may  take  measure  to  prevent  it,  or  at  least  to  annoy 
the  men  that  may  be  employed  in  that  service.  I  must  therefore 
recommened  it  to  you  to  use  all  imaginable  precaution  in  your  choice  of 
the  Indians  to  be  employed  upon  this  service,  that  they  are  firmly 
attached  to  the  English  Interest  as  they  are  already  acquainted  with 
the  Oovernments  intention  in  that  particular. 

Whatever  sum  you  may  think  necessary  to  Promise  the  Indians 
that  you  employ  upon  this  service  shall  be  allowed,  and  you  src  to 

*  The  signature  cut  off  by  some  Autograph  hunter. 
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pay  ibem  upon  their  retarn,  «Dd  draw  upon  ike  Gommissionen  at 

Philad*  for  the  same. 

Carlisle,  January  19%  1756. 

Indorsed* 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Conrad  Weiser,  Esq',  19*^  Jan'ry. 
1756. 


Instructions  to  Adam  Read,  1756. 

Having  appointed  Cap*  Frederick  Smith  to  take  post  with  an 
Independent  Company  at  the  Gap  where  Swehatara  passes  the 
Mountains,  and  to  station  a  detachment  of  his  Company  at  Monaday, 
there  will  be  no  necessity  of  your  continuing  Longer  upon  Quard 
in  that  part  of  the  Frontier,  you  will  therefore  dismiss  the  men  now' , 
employed  in  that  service,  and  deliver  to  Ca[2^  Smith  sueh  arms, 
aocoutriments,  tools.  Blankets  &  Stores  belonging  to  the  Province  us 
Lave  at  any  time  came  to  your  hands,  taking  his  receipt  for  the 
same,  which  you  are  to  transmit  to  Me. 

I  have  also  appointed  Thomas  M'Kee  to  take  post  a(  or  near  Hun- 
ter's Mills,  with  thirty  men )  you  are  to  continue  that  part  of  your 
Company  stationed  there  upon  that  service  till  they  are  relieved  by 
him,  when  you  are  to  give  orders  for  their  being  dismissed,  and  you 
are  to  give  directions  to  the  officer  commanding  that-  detachment  to 
deliver  to  Cap*  M'Kee  such  Provincial  arais,  accoutrim*",  Blanket?, 
tools  and  stores  as  he  may  at  any  time  have  received,  and  to  take 
M'Keo's  receipt  for  them,  which  you  are  also  to  transmit  to  me. 

Xou  are  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  men  that  have  been  on  duty 
upon  the  Frontiers  under  your  Command,  and  an  ace*  of  theiime  that 
each  man  has  been  in  that  service,  upon  your  oath,  which  you  are  to 
transmit  to  me  to  be  laid  before  the  Commissioners  at  Pbilad'. 

You  will  give  orders  to  Cap*  Hendrick,  who  is  posted  upon  the 
Northern  Frontier  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  to  dismiss  his  men 
from  that  service  upon  Cap*  Smith's  taking  post  at  the  Stations  abovo 
mentioned  to  deliver  to  him  all  the  Provincial  arms  &  stores  and  to 
make  a  return  to  me  upon  his  oath  of  the  number  &  names  of  men 
that  have  done  daty  under  his  Command,  and  of  the  time  they  have 
respectively  been  upon  that  service,  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before 
the  Commissioners. 

As  the  Province  is  at  present  in  great  want  of  Arms  and  Blankets 
you  will  return  to  me  an  exact  account,  not  only  of  the  Provincial 
arms  &  stores  you  have  received  and  distributed,  but  of  what  has 
been  received  by  any  of  your  men,  and  you  are  to  signify  to  such 
of  them  as  have  arms  or  Blankets  belonging  to  the  Province  that 
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their  pay  will  be  stop'd  till  they  are  deliTered  op  to  Gap*  Soiitliuid 
his  Receipt  produced  for  them. 
Reading,  Jan'ry  26%  1756. 

Indorsed, 
InstructioDS  to  Adam  Read^  Esq^,  Jan'ry  26^  1756. 


Obders  and  Instructions  to  Frederick  Smith^  Esq., 
Christian  Busse,  1756. 

Sir: 

HaviDg  appointed  you  Cap"  of  a  Company  of  foot  to  be  paid  and 
supplied,  I  think  it  necessary  to  give  you  the  following  orders  and 
Instructions^  according  to  the  following  Establishm^,  via :  for  your 
better  goyemment  in  the  Execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  yoa. 

1.  Ton  are  as  soon  as  Possible  to  Proceed  with  the  Company  un- 
der your  Command  t0  the  gap  at  Tolebaio,  where  Swehatara  comes 
through  the  Mountain,  and  in  some  convenient  place  there  you  ar^ 
to  erect  a  Fort,  of  the  form  and  dimensions  herewith  given  yt)u, 
unless  you  shall  Judge  the  Staccado,  already  erected  these,  oonvooi- 
ently  placed  in  which  case  you  will  take  possession  of  it,  and  make 
such  additional  works  as  yoa  may  think  necessary  to  render  it  soffi- 
ciently  strong  and  defcnceable. 

2.  You  are  to  Leave  at  Swehatara  a  part  of  your  Company,  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  that  post  under  one  of  your  officers,  and  with  the 
remainder  of  your  Company,  you  are  to  Proceed  to  the  gap  where 
the  river  Monaday  passes  the  Mountains,  and  Either  take  possession 
and  strengthen  the  Stuccado  already  erected  there,  or  erect  a  new 
one  as  you  shall  Judge  best,  and  then  you  are  to  Return  to  the  fort 
at  Swehatara,  which  you  arc  to  make  your  head  quarters,  leaving 
twenty  men  under  the  Command  of  a  commissioned  Officer  at  the 
fort  at  Monaday,  and  relieving  them  from  time  to  time,  in  part  or  in 
whole  as  you  shall  think  proper.  ' 

[3.  The  second  in  the  additional  Instructions  to  Bard,  as  well  for 
the  fort  at  Swehatara,  as  that  at  Monaday^  you  arc  &c.*] 

*  These  and  some  others  of  the  following  instructions  are  in  det«cbed 
paragraphs,  supposed  to  havo  been  addressed  in  portions  to  varioas  individ- 
uals  as  circamstances  varied  ;  as  in  this  instance,  Gapt.  Busse  is  here  intnh 
daced  as  addressed,  but  it  is  with  a  different  introdnotion  which  is  here 
omitted,  instead  of  copying  the  instructions  to  Bard,  they  are  thus  referred  to, 
to  be  connected  with  some  other  portion.  They  serve  to  show  the  different 
orders  at  the  moment. 
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Capt.  Smith,  1756, 
# 

You  are  to  Communioate  these  Instruotions  to  jour  OffieerS;  thai 
are  stationd  at  the  fort  at  Monaday^  and  if  you  Judge  it  necessary 
you  may  give  them  coppys  for  their  better  government. 

As  you  are  unacquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  country,  on  the 
northern  frontier  of  the  County  of  Lancaster;  where  you  are  to  take 
post,  I  have  Directed  James  Gelbreth,  Esq'.;  to  furnish  you  with  all 
the  Information  in  his  Power;  and  to  afford  you  his  advice  and  assist- 
ance; not  only  in  the  Choice  of  ground  proper  to  erect  the  forts 
upon,  but  as  to  any  other  matters  that  may  relate  to  the  service  you 
are  upoU;  and  you  will  apply  to  him  for  such  assistance  from  time  to 
time  as  you  stand  in  need  of  it. 

You  are  to  receive  of  Cap*.  Read  &  Cap^  Hedericks,  such  arms 
aocontriment3;61aQkets  and  stores,  as  belong  to  the  Province  of  which 
you  are  to  return  an  exact  account  to  me,  and  take  care  of  such  as 
shall  remain  in  your  Hands,  and  Having  orderd  Cap*  Thomas  Mc- 
Kce,  to  raise  a  company  of  Thirty  men,  and  to  t^ke  post  and  scour 
th#  country  between  Sasquahana  &  Monaday,  you  are  upon  his  ap- 
plication to  sapply  him  with  such  of  the  s*  arms,  accoutrimcnts,  tools, 
Blankets  and  stores,  as  you  can  spare  from  your  own  Companv, 
taking  his  receipt  for  the  samC;  and  inform  me  of  what  you  supply 
him  with. 

Direction, 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Christian  Busse,  Esq'* 

Indorsed. 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Cap*.  Frederick  Smith; 
Jan'jr  26%  1756. 


Instructions  to  T.  McKee,  1756. 

Things  done,  Jan'y  26;  1756. 
T.  McKeC; 

You  are  to  receive  from  the  officer  now  commanding  the  detach- 
ment of  Cap*.  Read's  Company  at  Hunter's  Mill;  and  who  you  aro 
to  relieve,  such  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Blankets,  Tools  and  Stores, 
as  be  may  have  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  Province;  with  which 
you  are  to  famish  your  Company,  but  if  that  be  not  sufficient;  you 
are  to  apply  to  Cap*.  Frederick  Smith  for  a  farther  supply  out  of 
what  he  will  receive  from  Cap*.  Read  and  Cap*.  Hedericks. 

But  as  the  Province  is  at  present  in  want  of  Arms  and  Blankets, 
if  any  of  the  men  you  shall  inlist;  will  find  themselves  with  those 

Vol.  II.— 24 
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ariioles,  they  shall  receive  half  a  dollar  for  the  use  of  their  gun,  and 
half  a  doUar  for  the  use  of  a  Blanket. 

Indoned. 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Cap.  McEee.    26th  January^  1756. 


Instructions  to  James  Galbraith,  1756. 

Beading;  Jan'y  26, 1756. 

Sir: 

I  haye  appointed  Thomas  McKee  a  Captain^  and  ordered  him  to 
raise  thirty  men  in  the  pay  of  the  Provinoe,  for  the  Protection  of 
the  Northern  frontiers  of  Lancaster  county,  from  Sasquahana  to 
Monaday^  and  have  given  him  full  instructions  for  his  government 
in  the  execution  of  that  trust,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  Gomo||s- 
sion  and  Instructions  under  this  cover,  which  you  will  deliver  and 
administer  to  him  &  his  Lieutenant,  the  oaths  to  the  Government, 
and  an  oath  for  the  due  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust,  pur- 
suant to  the  Power  for  that  purpose  also  under  this  cover,  a  certifi- 
cate of  which  you  will  indorse  oir  their  respective  commissions. 

As  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  person  proper  to  be  appointed 
Lieutenant  to  that  Company,  I  must  desire  you  will  think  of  a  fit 
person  for  that  employ,  and  I  do  hereby  give  you  power  to  fill  up 
the  inclosed  commission  with  the  name  of  such  person  as  you  may 
think  worthy  of  that  trust,  and  to  deliver  the  Commission  to  such 
person,  whose  name  you  will  return  to  me. 

I  have  instructed  Capt.  McKee  to  muster  his  Company  before  you, 
when  you  will  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers, with  their  ages,  trades,  and  places  of  Birth,  which  you  will 
return  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  thing  is  done,  that  I  may 
know  when  that  company  are  fit  for  service. 

I  have  also  instructed  Capt.  McKee  to  advise  with  you,  whether 
to  finish  the  fort  already  begun  at  Hunter's  mill,  or  to  build  a  new 
one,  and  as  to  the  place  where  it  would  be  best  to  erect  such  new 
one,  I  therefore  desire  you  will  assist  him  in  those  matters,  or  io 
any  thing  else  that  the  King's  service  and  the  safety  of  the  inhabit- 
ants may  reauire. 

I  have  ordered  Capt.  Smith,  with  a  Company  from  Chester  County, 
to  take  post  at  the  Gap  at  Swehatara,  and  to  station  a  detachment 
of  his  men  at  Monaday,  either  in  the  Stockades  already  built  there, 
or  to  erect  such  others  as  he  may  Judge  best ;  but  as  ho  is  a  stranger 
to  that  part  of  the  country,  I  must  desire  you  will  assist  him  with 
your  advice,  not  only  as  to  the  most  advantageous  situations  for  the 
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fortdy  in  case  it  sbould  be  resolved  to  erect  new  oneg^  bat  in  any 
thing  else  that  the  service  maj  reguirC;  and  let  me  know  from  time 
to  time  what  is  done  in  that  quarter. 

James  Galbreth,  Esq. 

Indorsed. 

Draft  of  Letter  to  James  Galbreath,  Esq.     Jan'y  26, 1756. 


Obdbrs  and  Instructions  to  Jacob  Morgan,  1766, 

As  you  are  Captain  of  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  pay  of  this  Pro- 
vince, now  posted  at  a  fort  in  the  forks  of  Schuylkill,  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  you  the  following  Orders  and  Instructions  for  your 
better  government  and  direction,  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  you. 

*  1.  You  are,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  march  with  a  detachment  of 
thirty  men  of  your  Company,  to  some  convenient  place,  about  half 
way  between  fort  Lebanon  and  Fort  ,  at  the  Gap  of  Talehaio, 

where  you  are  to  erect  a  Stuccado  fort  of  the  form  and  dimensions 
herewith  given  you. 

2*.  In  chusing  the  ground  for  Ihat  Stuccado,  you  are  to  take  care 
that  there  be  no  hill  near  it  that  over  looks  or  commands  it,  from 
whence  an  enemy  may  annoy  the  people  within  the  walls,  and  thai 
there  be  a  Spring  or  Running  stream  of  water,  either  in  the  fort  or 
at  least  within  the  command  of  your  guns. 

The  rest  as  in  Smiths,  altering  the  names  only. 

Indorsed. 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Cap.  Jacob  Morgan. 
Jan'y  26,  1756. 


Instructions  to  Christian  Busse  and  Morgan,  1756. 

You  are  to  communicate  to  Coll.  Weiser  what  you  do  in  obe- 
dience to  these  Instructions,  and  the^  intelligence  you  may  at  any 
tinie  procure  of  the  motions  or  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  he  will 
convey  the  same  to  me,  and  afford  you  such  assistance  as  you  may 
stand  in  need  of,  and  you  are  to  observe  and  obey  such  orders  as  you 
shall  receive  from  him. 

Reading,  Jan''  25,  1756.  ^ 
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Instructions  to  Jonas  Seely,  1756. 

Having  ordered  a  Company  of  Grenadiers,  belonging  to  Gen' 
Shirley's  Eegiment,  to  take  post  in  the  town  of  Reading,  and  to 
take  npon  them  the  Guard  and  Protection  of  the  town,  you  will 
take  care  to  supply  that  Company  with  Provisions,  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  the  Provincial  troops  are,  and  give  all  the  assistance  in  your 
powdt  to  the  officers  and  men  of  that  Company.  And  as  soon  as 
those  troops  arrive  and  take  post  in  this  town,  yon  are  to  notifie  to  the 
men  raised  by  yoar  self  that  they  are  to  be  no  longer  in  the  pay  of 
the  Province ;  And  whenever  that  Company  of  Granadiers  move 
from  hence,  you  are  then  to  take  twenty  five  men  into  the  pay  of 
the  Province,  post  them  in  this  town  as  a  guard,  and  follow  my  for- 
mer orders.  You  will  make  out  the  account  of  the  Guard  that  you 
have  had  in  this  town,  and  transmit  to  me  the  acc^  together  with  the 
muster  Roll,  containing  the  names  of  the  several  men  employd  in 
that  service,  that  the  same  may  be  considered  by  the  Commission- 
ers. 

Reading,  Jan^  27, 1756.* 

Indorsed. 
Jonas  Seely,  27^'  January,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  1756. 

Philad*,  Jan^y  29%  1756. 
Sir: 

I  last  night  returned  from  visiting  the  frontiers  of  this  Province, 
in  which  I  have  been  employed  above  a  month,  and  expect  in  about 
ten  Days  a  chain  of  forts  will  be  completed  from  Delaware  to  the 
new  Road  made  towards  the  Alleghany  Hills,  which  will  be  garri- 
soned by  about^Eight  Hundred  men.  On  the  west  side  of  Sasque- 
hana  the  forts  are  already  erected,  one  at  a  River  calld  Mat<;hitongo, 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  Sasquehana,  which  I  have  calld  Pom- 
fret  Castle,  another  near  Juniata,  where  Kiskiquokilis  falls  into  it, 
calld  fort  Granville,  a  third  at  Auckwick,  called  fort  Shirley,  and 
a  fourth  at  the  Sugar  Cabins,  upon  the  new  Road,  called  fort  Ly- 
tcllton )  at  each  of  these  I  have  placed  a  garrison  of  seventy  five 
men,  &  orderd  them  to  range*  the  woods  each  way.  Fort  Lytelton, 
I  am  told,  is  within  about  sixteen  mile  of  a  fort  you  have  erected, 
and  I  have  directed  the  party  there  to  range  towards  ihat  fort,  to 
give  them  notice  of  the  aproach  of  any  enemy,  and  to  afford  them 
all  the  assistance  in  their  power. 

A  Messenger,  employed  on  some  private  business  to  your  town, 

*  This  order  was  oountermanded  by  the  Govr.    S«e  March  10, 1756. 
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gives  mo  an  opportunity  of  writing  you,  but  allows  me  only  time  to 
mention  an  unhappy  nflfair  that  happend  at  Halifax,  between  the 
Col*  Monckton  and  Winslow,  who  it  seems  had  some  dispute  while 
they  were  upon  Service  together,  but  suppressd  their  resentment  till 
they  oame  to  Halifax,  when  meeting,  either  by  accident  or  appoint* 
mcnt,  they  engaged,  and  are  both  wounded  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
leave  little  hopes  of  the  recovery  of  Either  of  them.  This  ace*  was 
sent  to  Gen'  Shirley  by  Express,  and  is  therefore  to  be  depended 
on,  &  I  last  night  received  the  Ein^s  Speech  in  a  New  York  ^aper, 
which  I  send  you  inclosed,  by  which,  and  by  M*'.  Foxs  being  made 
Secretary  of  State^  it  seems  to  me  a  war  with  France  is  near  at 
band. 

Indorsed, 

Dft  to  Gov*  Sharpe.    Jan^  29«  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpb,  1766. 

Sir, 

The  letter  herewith  I  intended  by  a  messenger  that  went  away 
yesterday  without  giving  me  the  notice  he  promis'd,  and  I  now  send 
it  by  the  return  of  the  express  who  brought  me  your  favour  of  y* 
24  Instant.  I  have  mentiond  in  that  letter,  the  chain  of  forts  & 
block-houses  from  Delaware  towards  Potomack,  along  the  Kitectiny 
hills ;  those  to  the  westw'd  of  Sasquahana  are  about  20  miles  assunder 
and  those  between  Sasquahana  and  Delaware  about  ten.  The  gari- 
sons  in  the  former  are  seventy-five  men  each,  in  the  latter  from  fifty 
to  twenty,  according  to  their  situation  &  importance. 

I  also  propose  to  Build  a  fort  at  Shamokin,  at  the  forks  of  Sasqua- 
hana, as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit  a  passage  up  that  river,  for 
eth  mountains  north  of  the  Kitectiny  are  quite  impassable  for  oar* 
riages.  This  is  what  our  friendly  Indians  request'd  of  me  at  the 
late  interview,  and  say  they  will  collect  themselves  together  under 
the  protection  of  such  a  fort;  and  readily  assist  us  in  the  defence  of 
oar  frontier,  or  in  any  attempts  that  we  shall  make  upon  the  French 
cncroachm**. 

The  building  these  forts  and  block  houses,  paying,  arming,  and 
Tictualling  their  several  garrisons,  relieving  the  distressd  inhabitants 
that  are  drove  from  their  plantations,  and  other  charges,  swallow  up 

*  This  18  probably  to  Gov'r  Sharpens  inquiries  respecting  the  forts.  See 
Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VL,  p.  82  ;  his  letter  there  is  dated  Jan'y  24,  175C,  so  the 
date  of  this  should  be  1766,  as  the  reference  to  it  in  the  following  proves. 
'  f  This  appears  to  be  about  the  commencement  of  a  regular  chain  of  forts 
along  the  busquehanna  and  elsewhere.  It  is  difficalt  to  ascertain  the  looali- 
tiea  of  many  of  these  forts  at  the  present  day.  After  the  various  accounts 
are  printed,  a  connected  view  of  them  will  be  attempted. 
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the  greatest  part  if  not  the  whole  of  the  sixty  thousand  pounds  granteJ 
by  the  assembly.  There  must  be  a  new  grant  to  enable  me  to  under- 
take anything  to  the  westward,  which  I  am  apt  to  believe  the  assembly 
here  would  not  be  against  undertajsing,  if  they  were  to  be  excused 
from  contributing  towards  the  northern  expedition,  but  much  doubfe 
whether  I  shall  bo  able  to  induce  them  to  come  into  both.  How- 
ever, a  few  days  will  determine  their  resolutions^  as  I  have  summond 
them  to  jneet  on  Tuesday  next 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  of  governor  Dinwiddies  success 
with  the  Chcrekees  and  Catawbas,  a  thousand  of  their  warriors  will 
give  our  western  affairs  another  face,  if  they  are  properly^  employ^, 
especially,  if  those  already  gone  against  the  Shawanese  town  should 
prove  victorious,  which  I  heartily  wish  they  may.  , 

The  operations  of  the  next  summer  will^  therefore,  require  a  new 
grant^  and  I  am  apt  to  think  my  assembly  would  contribute  largely 
towards  an  Enterprise  to  the  westward,  if  they  could  be  excused 
from  bearing  a  part  in  the  Northern  Expedition.  But  a  few  days 
will  show  what  their  resolutions  are  as  I  ha^e  summond  them  to 
meet  the  day  after  to-morrow. 

The  Indians  that  met  me  gave  me  very  warm  assurances  of  their 
attachment  to  the  English,  and  offerd  to  serve  us  in  any  capacity 
either  as  warriors  or  as  messengers.  Their  number,  indeed,  was 
small,  the  greatest  part  of  those  in  our  Interest  having  retired  to  the 
eountrv  of  the  six  nations,  that  they  might  be  out  of  danger,  either 
from  the  French,  their  Indians,  or  &om  us :  from  whence  they  have 
sent  me  a  message,  assuring  me  of  their  friendship,  and  giving  the 
reason  of  their  retreat. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  Enemy,  Indians,  had  taken  up 
their  ^  head  quarters  at  a  place  called  Nescopecken,  upon  the  East 
Branch  of  Sasquahana,  I  have  sent  two  trusty  Indians  thither  to 
bring  me  intelligence  of  their  numbers,  and  whether  there  be  any 
French  among  them,  and  how  many.  And  when  we  are  by  these 
Indians  informed  of  their  situation,  it  will  bo  no  difficult  matter  to 
attack  and  dislodge  them,  &  I  Imagine  the  commissioners  will  oome 
into  measures  for  that  purpose. 

I  was  in  such  a  hurry  when  I  came  from  New  York,  and  obliged 
to  go  immediately  to  the  frontier,  that  I  had  not  time  to  write,  and 
congratulate  you  on  your  safe  return,  where,  I  hope,  you  have  had 
perfect  health.  I  find  that  Gen^  Shirley  and  Collo.  Johnson  parted 
upon  tolerable  terms;  the  latter  has  been  some  time  gone  to  a  meet^ 
ing  of  the  six  nations,  where,  I  hope,  he  will  have  the  address  and 
Influence  to  induce  them  to  Joyn  more  unanimously  in  our  cause 
than  they  have  hitherto  done  for  considering  the  principal  seat  of  the 
next  years  operations,  their  assistance  must  be  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance.' 

Indorsed, 
D£*.  of  Letter  to  Gov'.  Sharpe,  Feb'^.  !•*,  1756. 
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Extract  from  Col,. Johnson's  late  Trbjitt,  1756. 

Brother, 

We  must  correct  jou  a  little ;  Tou  desire  us  to' write  and  live  to- 
gether, &  draw  all  our  allies  near  us ;  but  we  shall  have  no  land  left 
us  cither  for  ourselves  or  them,  for  your  people  when  thej  buy  a 
small  piece  of  land  of  us,  by  stealing  they  make  it  large.  We  desire 
such  things  may  not  be  done,  &  that  your  people  may  not  be  suf- 
fered to  buy  any  more  of  our  land,  sometimes  'tb  bought^  two 
men,  who  -are  not  the  proper  owners  of  it.  The  Land  that  reaches 
from  Swegy  to  Schahacdawana,  we  beg  may  not  be  settled  by  Chris- 
tians, but  if  any  come  there,  they  may  be  called  awaj^  that  so  we 
may  have  land  left  for  ourselves  &>  our  Allies. 

Gave  a  Large  &  Small  Belt. 

Gonochguissa,  the  Oneyda  Sachem^  then  rose  up  and  said : 

Brother, 

Yon  promised  us  you  would  keep  this  fire  place  clear  of  all  Filth, 
&  that  no  snake  should  come  into  the  Council  Boom.  That  man  sit- 
ting there,  (pointing  to  Lydius,)  is  a  devil,  and  has  stole  our  Lands ; 
bo  takes  an  Indian  slyly  by  the  Blanket,  one  at  a  time,  and  when 
they  are  drank,  puts  money  into  their  bosoms,  &  persuades  them  to 
gign  Deeds  for  our  lands  u^on  the  Susquehanna,  which  we  will  not 
ratify,  nor  suffer  to  be  settled  by  any  means.  The  Oovernor  of  Pen- 
sylvania  bought  a  whole  tract,  &  only  paid  for  the  half,  &  we  desire 
Ton  will  let  him  know  that  we  will  not  part  with  the  other  Half, 
but  keep  it.  These  things  make  us  constantly  uneasy  in  our  minds, 
&  we  desire  you  will  take  care  that  we  keep  our  lands  for  ourselves. 

Gave  a  very  large  Belt. 

Col.  Johnson  then  told  them  that  he  had  attentively  heard  what 
they  had  said,  but  as  it  was  too  late  to  give  them  an  answer,  he 
would  make  a  reply  to-morrow  morning. 

Brethren, 

I  am  convinced  that  many  frauds  have  been  made  use  of  in  the 
purchasing  of  your  lands,  which  I  am  very  sorry  for.  But  the  King, 
your  father,  having  heard  of  your  Complaints,  &  ever  mipdful  of 
your  welfare,  hath  sent  such  order  to  the  Gov'  of  this  Province  as 
will  prevent  these  Evil  Doings  for  the  future.  And  I  don't  doubt 
but  he  will  punish  those  who  have  been  guilty  of  these  proceed- 
ings. 

Gave  a  Belt. 
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BrcthreD^ 

I  did  promise  I  would  keep  this  I^re  place  free  from  all  filth,  & 
I  did  desire  that  no  Snake  should  come  into  this  Council  Room.  As 
to  GoL  Lydius,  if  his  coming  here  was  such  an  offence  to  jou,  I  am 
sorry  for  it;  He  came  of  his  own  accord,  without  any  invitation  from 
me.  If  Col.  Lydius  hath  done  as  you  represent,  &  which  I  am  afraid 
19  in  a  great  measure  true,  I  think  he  is  very  faulty,  &  that  no  hody 
should  attempt  to  settle  lands  upon  such  unfair  pretences.  I  will 
endeavour  all  in  my  power  that  Justice  may  be  done  you  in  this 
affuir. 

As  to  those  lands  the  Proprietaries  of  Pensylvania  bought  of  you 
last  year,  it  was  done  in  a  fair  and  open  manner,  with  the  consent 
of  your  whole  Body  then  present,  &  I  believe  most  of  your  Sachems 
now  here,  did  agree  to  and  were  present  at  that  Bargain,  &  tho'  you 
then  received  but  half  the  purchase  money,  you  were  told  you  might 
have  the  other  half  whenever  you  wduld  call  for  it,  with  which  you 
were  satisfied.  For  you,  therefore,  to  want  to  recall  half  of  that 
purchase,  for  the  whole  of  which  you  have  given  a  deed,  in  so  pub- 
lick  &  so  solemn  a  manner,  is  in  my  opinion,  very  unreasonable  & 
unjust.  If  you  expect  Justice  to  be  done  you,  you  ought  to  be 
ready  to  do  Justice  yourselves,  4;  believe  me,  my  Brethren,  that  to 
be  honest  men,  is  the  surest  way  to  be  happy  &  respected.  I  think 
you  ought,  k  I  would  advise  you  to  stand  by  the  Bargain,  ft  take 
the  rest  of  your  Purchase  money  when  you  want  it.  As  to  the 
Schahacdowana  Lands,  the  Proprietarys  will  not  attempt  to  settle 
it.  But  whenever  you  are  inolined  to  sell  it,  you  will  remember 
you  are  engaged  to  sell  it  to  them. 

Gave  a  Belt. 

Indorsed. 

Extract  from  Col.  Johnson's  Treaty,  Jan'y  &  Feb'y,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwiddie,  1756.' 

Philada.,  1«»  Feb'y,  1756. 
Sir, 

Yo"  of  ye  2*  Jan'y*  I  reo'd  yesterday.  I  returned  back  last  Wed- 
nesday from  a  Month's  Tour  I  have  been  takeing  into  ye  back  parts 
of  ye  Prov'e,  w**  a  double  view,  to  raise  ye  Spirits  of  ye  People 
there,  &  encourage  them  to  make  a  stand  ag*  ye  Indians,  &  build  a 
Chain  of  Forts  along  our  Frontier.  And  to  hold  ye  proposed  Treaty 
w"*  ye  Indians  I  had  invited  to  meet  me  at  Harris's  Ferry,  on  ye 
Susquehannah. 

*  See  it,  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VII,  p.  80. 
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This  Chain  of  Forts  &  Block  ho",  is  to  extend  from  Delaware  alon^ 
je  Kittahtenj  Hills,  to  je  new  Boad  opened  on  our  Southern 
Frontier  tow'*  je  AUegatij  Hilb;  Those  on  ye  West  side  of  Sus- 
quehannah  are  already  erected,  at  ab'  20  miles  asunder.  One  of  them 
is  placed  at  a  River  called  Matchetongo,  ab^  12  miles  from  Susque- 
hanah,  w'^  I  have  called  Pomfret  Castle,  another  near  Juniata, 
where  Eishikoquillos  falls  into  it,  oall'd  Fort  Granville ;  a  3d  at 
Auchquick,  call'd  Fort  Shirley,  &  a  4th  at  ve  Sugar  Cabbins  upon 
ye  new  Road,  calld  Fort  Littleton.  At  each  of  these  I  have  placed 
a  Garrison  of  75  men,  &  ordered  them  to  range  ye  Woods  each  way. 
Those  between  Delaware  &  Susquehana,  are  to  be  ab^  10  or  12  miles 
asunder;  ye  most  considerable  of  them  is  built  at  an  important 
Pass  thro'  ye  Kittahteny  Hills,  on  our -Northern  Frontier,  &  I  have 
called  it  Fort  Henry.  The  whole  of  them  I  expect  will  be  compleated 
in  ab*  10  days,  k  will  be  garrisoned  by  800  men  actually  raised  & 
taken  into  ye  Gov**  pay  for  y*  purpose. 

The  Indians  that  met  me  gave  me  very  warm  assurances  of  their 
attachment  to  the  English,  £  offered  to  serve  us  in  any  capacity, 
either  as  Warriors  or  as  Messengers.  Their  number  indeed,  was 
small,  the  greatest  part  of  those  in  our  Interest  having  retired  to  the 
Country  of  the  Six  Nations,  that  they  might  be  out  of  danger,  either 
from  the  French,'their  Indians,  or  from,  us,  &  from  whence  they  havo 
sent  me  a  Message,  assuring  me  of  their  friendship,  &  giving  the 
reason  of  their  retreat. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  Enemy  Ind&ns  had  taken  up  their 
bead  quarters  at  a  Place  called  Nescopeckon,  upon  the  East  Branch 
of  Susquahannah,  I  have  sent  two  Trusty  Indians  thither,  to  bring 
me  intelligence  of  their  Numbers,  and  whether  there  be  any  French 
among  them,  and  how  many.  And  when  we  are  by  these  Indians 
informed  of  their  situation,  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  attach 
and  dislodge  them,  &  I  imagine  the  Commissioners  wUl  come  into 
measures  for  that  purpose. 

I  approve  much  of  ye  measures  you  have  and  are  takeing  to  cul- 
tivate &  secure  the  Friendship  of  ye  Southern  Indians,  &  congratu- 
late you  on  your  Success  w***  them.  I  most  heartily  wish  ye  party 
of  your  Rangers,  in  conjunction  w*^  ye  130  Cherokees,  may  succeed 
in  their  proposed  Expedition  ag^  ye  Shawanese  Towns^  &  I  long  to 
hear  ye  issue  of  it. 

Your  observations  for  ye  badness  of  our  Militia  Law,  are  very 
just.  When  it  was  sent  up  to  me  by  our  Assembly,  I  saw  clearly 
they  had  nothing  in  view  by  it,  but  to  amuse  ye  People  w"*  ye 
Name  of  a  Militia  Law,  &  by  appearing  ready  to  pass  one,  however 
BO  absurd,  to  turn  ye  peoples  resentments,  wo^  they  perceived  were 
raising  high  ag*  ye  Governm^  for  want  of  such  a  Law  &  a  proper  pro- 
vision for  their  Defence  from  themselves,  &  turn  all  ye  Odium  on 
me.  I  therefore,  to  their  g^  disappointments,  passed  it,  in  hopes 
I  might  thereby  open  ye  eyes  of  the  People,  k  let  them  see  where 

24* 
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the  fault  lay.  Thia  had  ye  desired  effect,  &  was  a  g*  means  of  bring- 
ing them,  into  ye  giving  ye  60,0001b8.  Bat  considerable  aa  y*  sum 
isy  I  find  it  will  all  be  swallowed  in  ye  building  Forts,  paying  &  yic- 
tualling  Garrisons,  relieving  k  arming  our  back  Inhabitants^  sup- 
porting ye  French  Neutrals,  &  other  necessary  charges. 

Indorsed. 
Dft.  of  Letter  to  Gov.  Dinwiddie,  Feb'y  1st,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Conrad  Weiser,  1756. 

Philada.  FeVry2d,  1756. 
Sir, 

On  Saturday  Even,  last  I  received  the  originals  of  the  Inclosed, 
from  Scarroyady  &  Andrew  Montour,  I  was  glad  to  find  that  instead 
of  their  having  deserted  our  interest  &  gone  over  to  the  Enemy,  as 
was  most  falsely  reported,  they  had  faithfully  pursued  their  journey 
&  delivered  their  message  like  the  trusty  honest  friends  we  always 
looked  on  them  to  be,  and  I  desire  you  will  as  soon  as  you  can 
write  to  some  Proper  fiersons  in  Lancaster,  Cumberland  and  York 
Counties,  to  let  them  know  this,  in  order  to  remoxe  the  bad  igipres- 
sions  &  Prejudices  that  have  prevailed  there  against  them.  I  have 
given  directions  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  at  Albany,  to  supply  them  with 
every  thiug  they  may  want. 

I  must  likewise  get  you  to  recollect  if  you  know  or  ever  heard  of 
the  fact  complained  of  by  some  Seneca  Indians,  as  mentioned  in  the 
inclosed  Letter  from  S'  Cha*  Hardy,  and  by  enquirys  among  the  few 
Indians  in  the  Province,  especially  those  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  and 
every  other  method  in  your  power,  endeavour  to  inform  yourself 
what  foundation  there  is  for  such  a  complaint  against  any  of  our 
Inhabitants,  &  send  me  your  thoughts  about  the  afi^ir  as  soon  as 
may  be,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give  Gen'  Johnson  a  proper  an- 
swer.   I  am,  &c. 

BOBT.  H.  MOBRIS. 

Jndor8(d* 
Copy  Gov  Morris's  Letter  to  Conrad  Weiser,  Feb'y  2d,  1756. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Conrad  Weiser,  1756. 

P'da.,  2a  Feb'^,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  rec'd  yours  of  the  29th  Jan'y,  &  am  pleasM  to  hear  of  ye  March 
of  ye  Capt*"*  BuBse  &  Smith,  as  you  mention,  &  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
y*  Capt"  Speering  &  those  under  his  Comand  are  lodged  &  acoomo- 
dated  agreeable  to  themselves. 

It  not  a  little  surprizes  me  to  find  y*  ye  People  of  Reading  shou'd 
think  themselves  less  secure  w^  ye  Addition  of  40  Regular?  to  their 
own  Forces,  &  I  shall  be  very  sorry  they  shou'd  think  of  acting  so 
ridiculous  a  part  as  to  desert  &  give  up  ye  Town  to  be  destroyed  by 
ye  Enemy,  for  no  other  reason  but  their  being  rendered  so  much 
more  able  to  defend  it  ag^  them.  And  I  presume,  if  the  Inhabitants 
realy  leave  it,  as  you  say  they  threaten,  ye  Comiss"  will  not  think 
ye  Houses  alone  worth  ye  Expence  of  defending. 

You'l  please  to  forward  ye  inclos'd  to  Col.  Weiser  as  soon  as  may 
be.  &  am.* 

Indorsed.— Fch'J  2d,  1756.    Dft.  to  Conrad  Weiser. 


Orders  and  Instructions  to  Thomas  McGeb,  Esq.,  1756 

1.  With  these  Instructions  you  will  receive  a  commission,  appoint- 
ing you  a  Cap*  of  a  company,  to  be  raised  in  the  pay  of  this  Province, 
which  company  is  to  consist  of  twenty-eight  men  and  two  sergeants, 
besides  yourself  and  your  Lieute*,  and  are  to  be  paid  "and  victualed 
as  follows,  viz. :  one  Captain  7-6,  &c^,  as  in  Burds. 

2.  You  will  therefore  proceed  immediately  to  raise  the  said  com- 
pany, in  doing  which  you  will  take  care  to  have  all  the  men  properly 
and  regularly  Inlisted,  by  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  Majesty 
in  the  form  herewith  given  you,  before  some  Magistrate  having 
authority  to  administer  the  same,  and  causinjg  the  second  and  sixth 
Sections  of  his  Majest/s  articles  of  war  also  herewith,  to  be  read  to 
Each  soldier  at  the  time  of  his  Inlistment,  of  which  the  Magistrate 
will  give  you  a  certificate  in  the  common  form,  which  certificates  you 
are  to  return  to  me,  together  with  a  list  or  Roll  of  the  names  of 
your  men,  their  ages,  the  place  of  their  Birth,  trade,  and  time  of 
Inlistment,  upon  your  oath,  that  the  same  is  a  true  Hst  or  Roll  of 
the  Company  under  your  Command. 

3.  When  your  Company  is  complete,  you  are  to  muster  them  be- 
fore James  Gilbreth,  Esq*",  and  from  the  day  of  such  muster  they  are  to 
enter  into  pay,  and  to  be  subsisted  at  the  expence  of  the  Province,  and 

*  Copy  of  this  letter  is  indorsed  "to  C.  Weiser,*'  but  from  the  last  para- 
graph it  was  probably  addressed  to  another  person,  inclosing  the  one  for  G.  W 
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not  before.  Bat  joarself  and  your  lieuten't  are  to  receire  pay  from 
the  time  of  jour  entering  into  the  service,  respectively,  which  will 
appear  by  the  jate  of  the  certificate  on  the  back  of  yonr  Commiss* 
of  yonr  having  taken  the  oaths  to  the  Government. 

4.  As  so6n  as  your  Company  is  completed  &  muster'd,  yon  are  to 
march  to  a  place  called  HuntePs  Mill,  upon  the  river  Sasquehannah, 
and  Either  compleat  the  fort  already  began  there,  or  build  another 
at  snch  other  convenient  place  as  James.Gilbreth,  Esq'  shall  advise, 
who  is  requested  to  go  with  you  for  that  purpose;  and  in  case  it 
should  be  thought  necessary  to  erect  a  new  fort,  yoa  are  to  bnild  it 
of  the  form  and  dimensions  herewith  given  you. 

Indorsed. — Cap"  McKee's  Instructions. 


Additional  Instructions  to  Capt,  McGEE,t  1756. 

I  have  ordered  CJoll.  Weiser  to  send  two  of  the  most  trusty  of  our 
Indians  for  iDtelligence  to  the  Branches  of  Susquehannah,  who  are 
to  return  to  Hunter's  Mill  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Names  of  which 
Coll.  Weiser  will  inform  you  of. 

You  are,  therefore,  as  soon  as  they  Arrive  at  or  near  the  Fort 
under  your  Command,  to  use  them  well,  and  to  be  careful  to  send 
one  or  more  proper  persoiIB,  .as  you  shall  judge  necessary,  to  Conduct 
them  safe  through  the  Inhabitants  to  Coll.  Weiser's  House. 

You  are  to  avoid  ask»  them  any  Questions  on  their  return  concern- 
ing the  Intelligence  they  may  have  got;  but  if  they  should  of  their 
own  accord  enter  on  the  Subject  with  you,  you  are  by  no  means  to 
divulge,  but  keep  the  Intelligence  they' may  give  you  an  absolute 
secret,  as  you  will  answer  the  contrary  at  your  peril. 

i»ifor«eJ.— Instructions  to  Cap.  Tho^  MoGee,  Feb  2, 1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Washington,  1756. 

Feb.  2',  1756. 
Coll.  Washington : 
Sir— 
I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  1*'  Instant,*  which  I  did  not 
receive  till  my  return  on  Wednesday  last  from  the  Frontier,  where  I 
have  been  employed  for  a  month  past  in  forming  a  line  of  Forts  and 
Block  Houses  from  Delaware  along  the  Kitectiny  Hills  as  far  as  the 

*  This  probably  should  be  vlto.f  &  refers  to  the  letter  of  that  date  on 
page  541. 
t  This  perhaps  is  intended  for  M'Eee,  agreeably  to  the  above  indorsement 
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new  road^that  leads  to  the  Aleghany  Hills,  and  which  I  am  in  hopes 
ten  days  will  complete ;  on  the  West  of  Sasquehanna  I  have  placed 
one  at  the  Sngar  Cabins,  upon  the  new  road,  which  I  have  named 
Fort  Ljtellton,  another  at  Aughwick  called  Fort  Shirley,  a  third  np- 
on  the  Jnniata,  where  the  Kishequokilis  falls  into  it,  called  Fort 
Granyile,  and  a  forth  between  that  and  the  Sasquehanna,  called 
Pomfret  Castle,  in  these  I  have  placed  garrisons  of  seventy-fiye  men 
each,  with  orders  to  range  the  woods  each  way  from  their  respective 
forts,  to  give  notice  of  the  aproach  of  any  enemy  and  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  intercept  and  destroy  any  partys  of  French  and 
Indians  that  they  discover.  On  the  East  side  of  the  Susquehanna 
the  Forts  are  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  assunder  among  which  the 
most  Considerable  are  Fort  Henry,  at  a  pass  through  the  mountains, 
called  Tolihaio,  Fort  Lebanon,  on  the  Forks  of  Schulkill  and  Fort 
Allen,  upon  the  West  Branch  of  Delaware,  where  the  Moravians  had 
a  town  called  Gnaden  Hutten,  the  others  being  only  Block  houses. 
The  garrisons  in  these  are  from  fifty  to* twenty  men  each,  according 
to  their  situation  and  importance.  I  hope  these  forts  will  in  great 
measure  protect  the  inhabitants  from  the  future  cruelties  and  in- 
cursions of  the^  Indians,  but  I  am  fearfull  the  mentaining  such  a 
number  of  men  as  is  necessary  to  garrison  those  Forts  will  be  a 
Burthen  too  heavy  for  this  Province  to  bear,  as  what  we  have 
already  done  will  go  near  to  swallow  up  the  sixty  thousand 
pounds  granted  by  the  Assembly.  This  ezpence,  which,  if  the  war* 
continues,  must  be  annual,  I  should  hope  may  convince  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  necessity  of  coming  into  Vigorous  measures  to  dislodge 
the  French  from  the  Ohio,  for  while  they  continue  there  we  have  no 
reason  to  expect  the  Indians  will  return  to  their  dependance  upon  us. 
In  a  late  Interview  I  had  with  some  Indians  at  Carlisle,  I  learnt 
that  our  enemy  Indians  had  fixed  upon  a  place  upon  the  east  branch 
of  Susquehanna,  called  Nescopecken,  for  their  head-quarters,  from 
whence  they  sent  out  partys  to  annoy  us,  and  as  I  have  some  thoughts 
of  building  a  Fort  at  the  forks  of  Susquehanna  I  have  sent  two 
trusty  Indians  to  procure  me  intelligence  of  the  number  and  particu- 
lar situation  of  the  enemy,  and  whether  there  be  any  French  among 
them,  and  as  there  is  a  constant  communication  between  the  Indians 
on  Susquehanna  and  those  on  the  Ohio,  and  probably  between  them 
and  the  French ;  I  am  in  hopes  these  Messengers  may  bring  me 
some  accounts  of  the  number  and  circumstances  of  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Duquesne. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 

lndoT9ed, 
Feb^  2',  1756.    DP  to  Col»  Washington. 
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Gov.  Morris,  to  Capt.  Burd,  1756. 

P'da,  3*  FeW,  1756. 
S': 

I  have  just  rece*  je  melanehol  j  Aooo'  of  a  fresh  party  of  iDdiami 
falliog  again  upon  ye  Settlem^  on  Juniata,  &  of  their  having  mar- 
der'd  &  carr/d  off  above  15  of  ye  People  there,  as  I  soppofie  joa 
mnst  have  heard ;  And  am  equally  surprized  &  concerned  to  find 
(notwithstanding  ye  pressing  Orders  I  gave  so  long  ago)  y^yon  shoold 
immediately  proceed  to  the  Fort  at  Kishekoquillor,  &  should  afterwurds 
go*w^  Cap*  Patterson'^  some  of  yours  &  his  Gompanys  to  MatchitoDgo 
and  lay  out  a  fort  there.  That  you  were  gone  to  ye  Suggar  Gab- 
bins,  and  that  nothing  is  yet  done  in  pursuance  of  those  orders. 

As  the  Indians  who  committed  those  last  murders  must  have  pu'd 
near  where  ye  Fort  was  order'd  to  be  built  at  Matchitongo,  will  not 
a  good  deal  of  ye  Mischief  be  imputed  to  yours  &  Gap*  Patttereons 
remissness  ?  But  if  yon  &  he  ^had,  agreeable  to  my  Orders,  been 
npon  Duty  in  that  Neighbourhood,  may  it  not,  w*^  too  much  justico 
be  sa/d,  ye  Indians  would  not  have  ventumed  to  have  pass'd  that 
way  to  the  Settlem**. 

I  had  g*  dependence  on  your  Gare,  &  Vigilance  to  get  those  Forts 
built  &  garrisoned  with  ye  utmost  expedition,  &  am  exceeding 
Sorry  to  find  my  Expectations  so  much  disappointed.  And  hope  I 
shall  hear  very  soon  y*  you  &  Cap*  Patterson  have  doubled  your  dili- 
gence, &  y*  they  are  in  y*  forwardness,  &  y*  every  body  ab*  you  are 
exerting  themselves  &  doing  all  in  their  power  tow*'*  stopping  J^ 
Carreer  of  those  merciless  Savagefl. 

I  have  not  had  a  line  from  you  nor  Cap*  Patterson  since  I  left 
Cumber^ 

liidorsed. 
Dr*  Lre  to  Cap*  Burd,  3*  Feb'ry,  1766. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Lieut.  SpsARiKa,  1756. 

P*,  8*  Feb-y,  1756. 

I  am  pteas'd  to  find  by  yo"  of  the  29**  Jan*^,  y*  yon  got  well  to 
Heading  w*"*  all  your  Company,  and  hope  you  will  meet  w'*  every 
thine  there  agreeable  to  you. 

I  have  just  rec*  a  melancholly  P«  of  Intelligence  from  Cumber- 
land County,  y*  a  fresh  pty  of  Indians  are  again  fallen  upon  y*  Set- 
tlem**,  on  Juniata,  &  have  murder'd  &  carry'd  off  several  of  y*  p^J^ 
pie  there  to  y«  number  of  15  or  upw***,  &  as  it  is  much  to  be  fear  d 
they  will  take  their  range  all  along  our  Frontier,  &  be  making  In- 
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cursions.  &  Attempts  on  every  plaee  they  shall  find  y*  weakest  guard- 
ed, &  may  he  soon  expected  in  y  neighbourhood  of  Reading,  I  doubt 
not  jou  will  always  take  care  y*  your  People  be  vigilant  and  sober, 
&  constantly  on  their  guard  &  prepared  to  oppose  any  Designs  of  y* 
Enemy  on  y*  Town,  as  well  by  Day  as  by  Night,  &  I  shou'd  he  very 
sorry  to  hear  of  any  complaints  ag**  them  for  remissness  in  theii 
Duty  or  other  Misdemeanours,  &  am. 

To  Lieu'.  W"-  Spearing,  Commander  of  a 

Detachm'  of  Regulars  posted  at  Reading. 
Tudorsed. 

Draft  Letter  to  Lieutenant  Spearing, 
Feb^  B-*,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  St.  Clair,  1766. 

Feb'  5*S'1756. 
Sir: 

Upon  my  return  to  this  town  from  the  frontiers,  where  I  have 
been  putting  things  into  something  like  a  military  posture,  I  found 
your  favour  of  the  22'  of  Jan'''^.,  agreeable  to  directions  I  had  some 
time  ago  from  Gcn^  Shirley,  I  appointed  Commissioners,  who,  in 
conjunction  with  M'.  Commissary  Leake,  are  to  settle  and  adjust 
the  accounts  of  the  waggons,  horses,  and  other  demands  upon  the 
Publick,  and  they  are  gone  to  Lancastei*  with  M'.  Lessley  and  M'. 
Scott,  for  that  purpose,  and  I  am  satisfied  will  do  all  the  Justice, 
both  to  the  Crown  and  the  persons  concerned,  that  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  admit  of. 

You  may  be  assured  I  shall  afford  M'.  Lessley  all  the  assist^* 
ance  in  my  power  in  the  service  he  is  employed  in,  and  the  terms 
are  so  good  that  I  doubt  not  of  your  success,  men  used  to  cannoes 
and  boats  upon  these  Rivers  will  make  very  good  Datteau  men^  and 
we  have  numbers  in  this  town  &  Province.     ' 

My  Assembly  met  yesterday,  and  I  have  recomended  it  to  them 
to  take  part  in  the  operations  concerted  for  the  next  summer^  but 
cannot  yet  say  what  they  will  enable  me  to  do. 

1  have  Letters  from  Gov'  Dinwiddie,  informing  me  that  the  Che- 
rokees  &Catawbas  have  agreed  to  take  part  with  us ',  and  have  already 
sent  180  of  their  Warriors  to  Joyn  the  Virginia  troops,  and  propose 
to  make  'em  up  a  thousand  in  the  Spring. 

I  hope  you  are  perfectly  recoverd  of  your  wound,  and  if  his  Ma- 
jestys  service  will  admit  of  your  seeing  this  place  before  you  move 
to  the  northward,  it  wiU  give  pleasure  to  Sir. 

S'  John  St.  Clair. 
Indorsed, 

Draft  Letter  to  S'  John  St.  Clair^ 
5  Feb'y,  1756. 
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Rkv.  Thos.  Barton  to  Rev.  Rich'd  Peters,  1756. 

Rev*  dear  Sir,  "^ 

I  am  in  Hopes  tbis  will  find  joa  in  better  Health,  than  when  I 
parted  with  you  at  Carlisle. 

I  am  heartily  sorry  that  I  must  grieve  you  with  an  Aoconnt  of  a 
most  inhaman  Murder,  committed  by  the  Indians,  at  Juniata  & 
Sherman's  Greek,  on  the  27*"  of  last  Month. 

Within  three  miles  of  Patterson's  Fort  was  found  Adam  Niookon 
and  his  wife,  dead  &  scalp'd,  his  two  Sons  &  a  Daughter  are  carried 
off;  William  Wilcock  &  his  wife,  dead  &  soalp'd;  Hugh  Michelttee, 
&  a  Son  of  s*^  Nicolson,  dead  &  scalp'd,  with  many  Children,  in  all 
about  17. 

The  same  Day,  one  Sherridan,  a  Quaker,  his  wife,  three  Children 
&  a  Servant;  were  kill'd  &  scalp'd,  together  with  one  W^-Hamiltoo, 
&  his  Wife,  his  Daughter,  &  one  French,  within  Ten  Miles  of  Car* 
lisle,  a  little  beyond  Stephen's  Gap. 

It  is  dismal,  Sir,  to  see  the  Distresses  of  the  People ;  Women  & 
Children  screaming  &  lamenting,  Men's  Hearts  failiiig  them  for^Fear 
under  all  the  Anguish  of  Despair.  The  Inhabitants  over  the  Hills 
are  entirely  fleeing,  so  that  in  two  or  three  Days  the  North  Moan- 
lain  will  be  the  Frontier.  Industry  droops,  &  all  Sorts  of  Work 
seem  at  an  End.  In  short,  Sir,  it  appears  as  if  this  Part  of  the 
Country  breath'd  its  last 

I  remember  you  dreaded  this  Blow  would  be  Btruekin  Feb^; 
And  now  we  know  that  our  Danger  hastens  with  the  Encrease  of  tbe 
Moon,  &  we  expect  nothing  but  Death  &  Euin  every  night. 

M'.  Smith  will  shew  you  a  Sketch  of  a  Plan  drawn  up  here ;  I 
believe  nothing  but  some  such  Scheme  will  save  us. 

Be  pleas'd.  Sir,  to  present  my  Respects  to  his  Honour ;  For  (rod's 
Sake  make  our  Condition  known }  Let  me  hear  how  you  do,  And 
be  assur'd, 

I  am,  D'  Sir, 
'  '  With  great  Esteem, 

Your  most  affectionate  and 

Most  obcd^  Serv*, 

THO.  BARTON. 

Redding,  Feb'y  6^»»,  1756. 
Indorsed, 

Thomas  Barton,  16  Feb-^,  1756. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gen  Shirley,  1756. 

Feb^  9"»,  1756. 
D'Sir: 

lam  at  last  retnnied  to  this  Town  from  a  fatiguiog  Jonraey  upon 
the  frontiers,  where  I  have  been  patting  things  into  as  good  a  pos- 
ture of  defence  as  the  nature  of  our  government  will  admit,  and  find 
that  without  some  Law  for  the  establishment  of  Military  Discipline 
among  the  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  a  great  deal  of  money 
will  be  expended  without  doing  the  good  it  otherwise  would. 

For  the  Defence  of  our  western  frontiers,  I  have  caused  four  forts 
to  Be  built  beyond  the  Eitticktiny  Hills,  The  one  stands  upon  the 
new  Road  opend  bv  this  Province  towards  the  Ohio,  and  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  settlements,  and  I  have  calld  it  Fort  Lytell- 
ton,  in  Honour  of  my  friend  S'  Geox^e.  This  fort  will  not  only 
Protect  the  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the  Province,  but  being  upon 
a  road  that  within  a  few  miles  Joyns  Gen*  Braddocks  rout,  it  will 
prevent  the  march  of  any  regulars  t)i&t  way  into  the  Province,  and 
at  the  same  time  serve  as  an  advanced  post  or  magazine,  in  case  of 
an  attempt  to  the  westward.  For  these  reasons  I  have  Caused  it  to 
be  built  in  a  regular  form,  so  that  it  may  in  little  time  and  at  a  small 
ezpence  be  so  strengthened  as  to  hold  out  against  cannon. 

About  twenty  miles  northward  of  Fort  Lytellton,  at  a  place  calld 
Aughwick,  another  fort  is  Erected  something  larger  than  fort  Lytell- 
ton, which  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Honour  with  the  name  of 
Fort  Shirley.  This  stands  near  the  great  Path  used  by  the  Indians 
and  Lidian  Traders,  to  and  from  the  Ohio,  and  consequently  the 
easiest  way  of  access  for  the  Indians  into  the  settlements  of  this 
Province. 

Fifteen  miles  northeast  o{  Fort  Shirley,  near  the  mouth  of  a 
Branch  of  the  Juniata  called  Kishequokilis,  a  third  fort  is  erected, 
which  I  have  called  Fort  Granville.  This  Fort  commands  a  narrow 
pass  where  the  Juniata  falls  through  the  mountains  which  is  so  cir- 
cumstanced that  a  few  men  can  maintain  it  against  a  much  greater 
number,  as  the  rocks  are  very  High  on  each  side,  not  above  a  gun 
shot  assunder,  and  and  thus  extended  for  six  miles,  and  leads  to  a 
considerable  settlement  upon  the  Juniata,  between  Fort  Granville 
and  where  that  River  falls  into  the  Susquehanna. 

From  fort  Granville  towards  Susquahana,  at  the  distance  of  fif- 
teen miles,  and  about  twelve  from  the  River,  another  Fort  is  Erected 
that  commands  that  country,  and  is  intended  to  prevent  the  Indians 
from  penetrating  into  the  Siettlements  from  that  quarter.  This  I 
have  called  Pomfret  Castle,  and  in  each  of  these  forts  I  have  posted 
a  Company  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  consisting  of  seventy-five 
men,  exclusive  of  officers  who  are  from  time  to  time  to  detach  partys 
to  Range  and  scour  the  woods  Each  way,  from  the  several  forts,  by 
which  means  the  Indians  will  be  prevented  from  falling  upon  the  in- 
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habitantB,  and  these  Soldiers  bj  the  next  sammer  will  become  ex* 
pert  woodsmen,  and  proper  rangers,  to  attend  an  armj  in  case  it 
should  be  thought  necessary  to  march  one  to  the  westward. 

On  the  East  side  of  the  Susquahana,  between  that  and  the  Dela- 
ware, are  three  forts  at  three  of  the  most  important  passes  through 
the  moan  tains,  the  Principal  and  only  Begalar  one  is  at  a  pass  calid 
Tolihiao,  which  I  named  fort  Henry,  the  others  are  called  Fort 
Allen  &  Fort  Lebanon,  and  between  these  and  in  the  same  Bange, 
there  are  small  Staccados  erected  at  the  distance  of  aboat  ten  miles 
from  each  other,  and«  the  whole  are  garriaond  with  eompanya  and 
detachments  from  fifty  to  twenty  men  each,  according  as  the  places 
are  situated,  and  are  of  more  or  less  importance.  The  troops  sta* 
tioned  here  are  to  employ  themselves  in  ranging  the  woods,  in  the 
game  manner  as  those  on  the  west  side  the  Susquehana* 

Were  these  troops  under  military  Discipline,  I  should  think  our 
frontiers  well  guarded,  but  I  have  it  not  in  my  Power,  tho'  they  are 
regularly  inlisted  to  Punish  any  of  them  for  want  of  an  order  from 
the  Crown,  to  hold  Court  Martials,  which  I  believe  you  can  supply 
and  I  propose  to  write  to  you  upon  that  head,  in  case  my  assembly 
now  sitting  Do  not  pass  an  aot^  to  put^  those  troops  under  a  proper 
Discipline. 

Inclosed  I  send  yon  what  I  have  said  to  my  assembly  upon  the 
plan  of  operations,  which  I  laid  before  them,  but  am  quite  unable 
to  form  a  Judgm*  of  what  they  will  do  in  it,  If  the  more  Northern 
government  could  undertake  to  Carry  on  the  Grown  Point  Expedn,  I 
have  some  reason  to  think  this  Province  would  in  that  case  enter 
willingly  into  one  against  Fort  DuqUesne. 

The  Regulars  you  favoured  me  with  are  in  very  good  order,  and 
are  posted  at  the  two  towns  of  Reading  and  Easton,  where  Both  the 
oflScers  and  men  are  taken  good  Care  of  to  their  own  satisfaction,  and 

Erove  a  great  protection  not  only  to  the  towns  where  they  are  placed 
ut  to  the  whole  Country  about  them. 
Some  days  ago  I  had  a  letter  from  Gov'  Dinwiddle,  informing  me 
that  in  a  treaty  he  had  held  with  the  Cherokee  &  Catawba  nations 
of  Indians,  he  had  prevailed  on  them  to  take  np  the  Hatchet  against 
the  French  and  their  allies  the  Shawonese.  That  one  hundred  and 
tbirty  of  them  had  Joynd  some  of  the  Virginia  Troops,  and  were 
gone  against  one  of  the  Shawonese  towns  upon  the  Ohio,  and  he  hid 
reason  to  believe  they  would  Joyn  him  with  a  thousand  warrion  in 
the  bpnng.  His  success  in  this  treaty  will  in  great  measure  render 
we  meeting  you  proposed  w**  the  Southern  Indians  unnecesssry 
nowever,  i  have  recomended  it  to  my  assembly  to  send  'em  some 
thmgon  the  part  of  this  Province  as  you  will  observe  in  my  mes- 

JndorsefJ, 

IM*toGen>.  Shirlej. 
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Francis  West  to  William  West,  1756.^ 

Carlisle,  9tL  reb'^1756. 
jy  Broth', 

HLast  Night  I  Got  Home,  and  Found  No  Alteration  Among  the 
People,  only  Thirty  or  more  of  Cap*.  Burd's  &  Cap*.  Pateraon's 
Men  were  obliged  to  Come  here  to  Quard  Provisions  to  the  two 
Forts,  w*^  they  very  mnoh  Want,  the  Country  People  not  Daring 
to  Venture  over  Since  the  Late  Murders ;  the  Above  Guard  Brings 
Word  that  the  two  Lackins's,  Both  Indians,  were  Killed  by  the 
Soldiers  at  Augfawioh }  the  Particulars  of  w°^  is  Nearly  Thus : 

They  were  at  Croghan's  fort  where  they  Eeo^  Presento,  &  made 
Large  Promises  to  Bring  in  a  Large  number  of  Indians,  and  on 
their  Goeing  away  Invited  one  of  the  Soldiers  to  Goe  out  a  Little 
way  to  drink  a  Little  Whiskey,  w^"^  he  Consented  to,  &  after  they 
went  a  Small  Distance  off  they  Stabbed  him  on  the  Ribbs,  but  not 
mortally ;  as  anoth'  man  was  Goeing  by,  who  Seeing  the  Soldier 
Bloody,  alarmed  the  Fort,  on  w^  A  Command  of  about  13  Men 
were  ordered  out  after  them,  when  they  Came  Up  w*^  Indians,  they 
Imediately  fired  on  the  Soldiers,  &  wounded  one  of  them  Called 
English  Dick,  in  the  Leg  or  Thigh,  on  w*^  the  Indians  were  Sur- 
rounded &  one  of  them  Killed,  the  oth'  they  thought  to  take  alive, 
but  wou'd  not  Submit,  So  was  obliged  to  Kill  him ;  it  was  anoth' 
Indian,  not  the  White.  Mingoe  that  Brought  off  M'.  Croghan's 
Serv^,  &  Montuor's  Broth'  is  Still  at  Aughwich ;  this  all  Uiat  is 
New  at  present. 

I  am  y  most  affect.  Broth', 

FRANS.  WEST. 

Directed.^To  M'.  William  West,  in  Philadelphia.  To  be  for»» 
warded  by  M'.  Geo.  Gibson. 

Jndorsed. — Francis  West's  Letter  to  his  Brother. 


Col.  Thomas  Gage  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

New  York,  ¥eb^  9th,  1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  obliging  Letter  gave  me  great  Pleasure  in  acquainting  me 
of  your  safe  Arrival  ia  Philadelphia,  after  your  Military  Expedition 
to  the  Frontiers;  &  I  receive  infinite  Satisfaction  in  finding  you  have 
so  disposed  Matters  there,  as  to  prevent  any  future  Massacres  of 
the  poor  Inhabitants.  It's  reported  here  that  The  Virginians,  assisted 
by  a  Number  of  Cherokees,  are  going  against  The  Shawanese,  in 
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which,  if  they  are  so  fortunate  as  to  Sacoeed,  it  may  be  very  instni- 
mental  in  keeping  the  Savages  at  a  Distance  from  your  Frontiers, 
thro'  the  Apprehensions  of  being  attacked  at  Home. 

Burton,  by  the  last  Ace**  from  Albany,  was  perfectly  well,  &  I 
expect  to  see  Him  here  in  a  few  Days,  as  He  will  be  obliged  to  get 
every  Thing  in  readiness  for  The  Reg^  to  take  The  Field,  &  must 
have  some  Gonferenee  with  Black  Tom  before  His  Departure  for 
England.  The  Packet  brought  no  News  but  the  Military  Promo- 
tions ;  another  is  soon  expected,  which  will  probably  bring  Ace^  of 
The  Debates  on  The  Subsidy  Bill,  to  which  a  Strong  Opposition  is 
expected. 

I  am  now  in  great  Hopes  that  I  shall  be  able  in  a  few  Days  to 
pay  Respects  to  you  in  Philadelphia,  and  if  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
accept  of  your  kind  Offer  of  Horses,  &c.,  Shall  take  the  Liberty  to 
trouble  you  with  a  Line.  I  beg  you  will  in  the  mean  Time  make 
my  best  Compliments  to  M'.  Allen^  AK  Hamilton^  and  M^  Peters, 
&  believe  me^  with  great  sincerity^ 
Dear  Sir, 

your  most  Obedient 
&  faithful  ServS 

THOS.  GAGE. 

Indorsed. — CoP.  Gage.  ^ 


Si 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Chas.  Hardy,  1756.       ' 

Philad.,  Feb.  12, 1756. 


ir, 


I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  readiness  with  which  your 
Assembly  have  resolved  to  take  the  part  assigned  them  in  the 
Crown  Point  Expedition,  which  shews  their  zeal  for  the  Cause,  and 
I  am  in  hopes  their  Example  will  have  a  good  Effect  upon  the  other 
Provinces,  that  it  might  upon  mine;  I  sent  their  resolve  imme- 
diately to  the  Assembly,  but  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  what  they 
intend  as  to  that  Exped*,  but  from  their  delay  am  apprehensive  they 
are  not  very  inclinable  to  follow  the  example  your  Province  have  set. 

The  Recruiting  officers  here  have  taken  a  good  number  of  Servants 
upon  a  late  order  from  Gen^  Shirley,  which  has  greatly  disobliged 
the  peoplei  and  the  Assembly  have  addressed  me  upon  the  bead 
(Complaining  of  it  as  a  grievance,  contrary  to  Law  and  destmctive 
of  the  rights  and  propertys  of  the  people.  This  is  a  matter  that 
once  before  in  the  administration  of  Gov'.  Thomas  threw  this  Pro- 
vince into  great  confusion,  and  t}io'  I  have  no  doubt  concerning  the 
rights  of  the  Crown  to  the  personal  service  of  its  subjects  in  defence 
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of  the  DominioDB,  let  their  prirate  contraots  be  what  they  will,  yel 
in  the  present  Case  I  wish  the  regiments  could  have  been  oompleted 
by  other  means,  as  it  lays  a  heavy  and  very  unequal  Burthen  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Province^  and  I  am  affiraid  will  pat  my 
Assembly  into  such  a  temper  as  may  hinder  them  from  taking  the 
proper  part  in  the  Measures  concerted  for  the  Common  safetyi 
which  however  I  shall  do  all  in  my  Power  to  prevent. 

We  have  an  acc^  that  three  English  ships  of  the  Line  are  arrived 
in  Chesopeak  Bay^  but  I  am  not  sure  it  is  to  be  depended  on. 

Indorsed, 

Draft  to  S'  Charles  Hardy,  12  Feb,  1756. 


Extract  op  a  Letter,  Dated  Charlbstown,  1756. 

Near  the  Waterees  ye  upper  end  of  this  Province,  We  Saw  a 
pretty  many  of  the  Catawba  Indians,  amongst  who"*  Was  their 
King,  who  had  lately  been  With  a  Justice,  at  whose  House  we 
Dined,  request'  him  to  find  an  Express  to  this  Province,  letting  him 
know  that  with  his  Approbation  they  were  Ready  &  Willing  to 
Join  y  Brethren  the  Cherokee  Indians  in  taking  up  the  Hatchett 
against  the  French  &  Indtlins  to  the  Northward. 

Indorsed, — Catawbas,  Febr'y,  1756 


Gov.  Sharps  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756.     ^ 

Sir, 

Your  Letters  of  the  1***  &2*  Inst,  as  well  as  one  dated  the  29**-{'  of 
Januy.,  I  am  favoured  with,  &  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  acquamt- 
ing  me  jf ith  the  Steps  you  have  taken  to  prevent  any  future  Incur- 
sions of  the  Indians,  &  for  your  promise  that  I  shall  not  long  remain 
ignorant  of  the  Result  of  the  Treaty  that  was  about  to  be  held  at 
Col*'  Johnson's.  Your  Request  in  favour  of  Municr  &  Le  blanc  shall 
be  complied  with,  whenever  they  desire  to  return  to  Phil* ;  the  wife 
&  Family  of  the  first  are  here,  the  other  is  gone  to  look  for  his,  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  Province.  Our  Assembly  meets  the  20'* :  I  am 
afraid  they  will  not  be  much  inclined  to  comply  with  General  Shir- 
)e/s  Requisition,  by  sending  Troops  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  those 
of  the  Eastern  Govern*".,  for  by  what  I  can  find,  they  think  the 
General  has  taken  Men  enough  hence  already,  &  will,  not  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  Officers  enlisting  Servants  in^  pursuance  of  their  Re- 

*  See  p.  5§7.  .  f  See  p.  566. 
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oraiting  InstiiiofioDs.  I  hope  the  Re^mentB  are  nearly  completeJi 
or  that  the  General  will  yery  shortly  couDtermand  each  Orders, 
otherwise  I  don't  know  to  what  Lengths  the  People's  Besentment 
might  earry  them.  We  are  told  that  the  Packett  from  Falmouth  is 
arrived  at  N.  York.  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  what  is  done  or  in 
Agitation  at  home^  if  any  Letters  that  eame  by  her,  directed  for  me, 
lye  in  year  Post  Office,  I  should  be  extremely  obliged  to  you  for 

fitting,  and  sending  them  hither  by  Express,  else  as  the  Post  from 
hila&lphia  to  Annapolis  is  bo  yery  irregular,  I  may  not  get  them 
this  Month.     In  what  Temper  does  Your  Assembly  meet,  or  have 
they  granted  any  farther  Supplies  ?    if  they  set  us  a  laudable  Exam- 
ple^ be  kind  enough  to  intimate  as  much. 
V    To  Sir, 

Your  most  humble 

&  most  obed  .  Servant 

HORO.  SHARPE. 
AnnapdliS; 
Febr.  the  14, 1756. 
Indorsed, 

Gov.  Sharpe,  Feb.  14,  1756. 
.    Read  in  Council,  4  March,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir.  Chas.  Hardib,  1756. 

Philad*,  16*%  Feby.  1757. 

Sir : 

I  rec*.  your  favour  of  y«  9*»»  Ins*,  &  cannot  but  think  w*  you  y* 
y"  Speech  of  y"  French  Officer,  of  w^"*  you  sent  me  a  Copy,  was  only 
a  piece  of  Finesse,  calculated  to  intimidate  and  induce  those  Indiaos 
either  to  join  w***  them  or  to  stand  neuter.  But  tho'  it  seems  Im- 
practicable for  them,  at  this  Season  of  y"  year,  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion their  Threat  of  attacking  y«  Fort  at  Oswego,  yet  I  wish  y*  Iq- 
dian  who  sent  this  piece  of  Intelligence,  had  also  immediately 
communicated  it  to  y*"  Command'  of  y*  Fort,  y*  he  might  have  been 
upon  his  guard,  &  prepared  for  it. 

I  fear  Col.  Johnson  was  deceived  in  y*  Indian  he  employed  to 
carry  his  Message  to  y«  Delawares,  &  y'  he  did  not  report  faithfully 
their  Answer;  for  besides  y"  Intelligence  sent  me  by  Scarroyady  & 
And''.  Montour  y*  y  Delawares  declared  they  would  pay  no  regard  to 
any  Message  y«  6  Nations  should  send  them  in  our  favour,  there  has 
never  since  been  any  Intermission  of  their  ravages  &  Murders  upon 
our  back  Inhabitants,  and  so  lately  as  on  or  ab'  y«  28*^  of  last  Month 
they  fell  upon  &  destroyed  some  of  our  Scttlem^.  upon  Joniatta,  at 

B 
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Shermans  Valley^  by  CanalewajSy  and  mnrder'd  or  carry'd  off  above 
40  of  j*>  people. 

I  rejoice  with  yon  on  your  Success  in  prevailing  on  yonr  Assembly 
to  make  an  Addition  to  His  Ma' tie's  present  for  j*'  Indians,  &  I  shall 
press  y*  Assembly  Jiere  to  do  something  in  y^  way,  &,  if  I  succeed, 
shall  have  y'  honour  to  write  you  further  upon  something  in  j^  way. 

The  time,  as  you  observe,  fixt  for  y«  Packet's  Stay,  is  indeed  too 
short  for  v'  remote  Governm^*  sending  their  Dispatches  in  time  for 
to  return,  &  I  hope  on  your  representation  of  y*  matter,  it  will  be  pro- 
longed.* 

Jhdorsedj 

Governor  Morris  to  Sir.  Charles  Hardie,  16<«  Febry.  1756. 


Wm.  Trent  to  Richard  Peters,  1766. 

Carlisle,  Sunday  Evening,  15  Feb,  1756. 
Sir: 

Wensday  Evening  two  Lads  were  taken  or  killed  at  the  Widow 
Cox's,  just  under  Parnelle's  Nob,  and  a  Lad  who  went  from 
McDowell's  Mill  to  see  what  fire  it  was  never  returned,  the  Horse 
coming  back  with  the  Reins  over  his  Neck;  they  burnt  the  House 
and  Shot  down  the  Cattle.  Just  now  came  News  that  a  Party  of 
Indian  Warriors  were  come  out  against  the  Inhabitants  from  some 
of  the  Sasquehannah  Towns,  and  yesterday  some  People  who  were 
over  in  Shnrman's  Valley,  discovered  fresh  Tracts;  all  the  People 
have  left  their  Houses  betwixt  this  and  the  Mountain,  some  come  to 
Town  and  others  gathering  into  little  Forts ;  they  are  moving  their 
Effects  from  Shippensburgh,  every  one  thioks  of  flying;  unless  the 
Government  fall  upon  some  effectual  Method,  &  that  immediately, 
of  securing  the  Frontiers,  there  will  not  be  one  Inhabitant  in  this 
Yalley  one  Month  longer.  There  is  a  few  of  us  endeavour  to  keep 
up  the  Spirits  of  the  People.  We  have  vproposed  going  upon  the 
Enemy  to-morrow,  but  whether  a  Number  sufficient  can  be  got  I 
cannot  tell,  no  one  scarce  seems  to  be  effected  with  the  distress  of  their 
Neighbours,  and  for  that  reason  none  will  Stir  but  those  that  are 
next  the  Enemy  &  in  immediate  danger.  A  Fort  in  this  Town  would 
have  saved  this  part  of  the  County,  but  I  doubt  this  Town  in  a  few 
days  will  be  deserted  if  this  party  that  is  out  should  kill  any  people 
nigh  here.  I  was  of  opinion  the  Forts,  as  they  were  built,  would  be 
of  no  service ;  I  was  laughed  at  for  it,  but  now  the  Inhabitants  here 

♦  See  the  letter  to  which  this  is  an  answer,  in  Colonial  Records,  Vol.  VII. 
p.  41. 
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are  eonyinoed  of  it    I  wrote  for  the  Militia,  and  Ezpeofc  an  aaswee 
by  the  Post. 

I  am  in  Haste,  Sir, 

Your  most  hnmb.  8^, 

WILLIAM  TRENT. 

Directed. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq*^, 
ia  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed.— \fm.  Trent,  J5  Febr'y,  1756. 


Gov  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  1756. 

Philad*,  16  FeV,  1756 
Sir: 

I  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  yon  an  adress  from  the  Assembly  of 
this  Province  to  me,  relating  to  the  inlistment  of  Indentured  ser- 
vantSy  and  my  answer  to  it ;  yon  will  observe  by  the  former  how  dis- 
agreable  that  matter  is  to  them,  and  the  reasons  they  offer  against  it 
are  certainly  cogent  and  strong,  and  I  am  satisfied  your  great  regard 
for  the  people  of  this  coantry  will  induce  you  to  put  a  stop  to  a  prao* 
tioe  BO  injurious  to  the  propertys  of  many  of  them,  if  it  can  be  done 
Consistent  with  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  gen*  Interest  of  this 
continent.  As  to  the  Legality  of  inlisting  servants,  no  one  oan  Judge 
better  of  that  matter  than  yourself,  whose  knowledge  and  abilities  in 
the  laws  of  England  make  you  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  rights 
both  of  the  King  and  people. 

I  shall  only  say,  that  I  am  fearfnll  this  afiair  of  the  serv**  will 
throw  my  Assembly  into  such  a  temper  as  may  hinder  them  from 
taking  the  part  they  otherwise  would  in  the  operations  of  the  year. 

Directed, — General  Shirley. 

Indorsed.— Dh.  to  Gen»  Shirley,  Feb'^  16th,  1756. 


Edward  Shippbn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir : 

The  People  who  supplied  Waggons  &  Horses  for  the  Use  of  Gene- 
ral Braddock's  Army,  understood  by  Gommisary  Leake,  when  the 
Commissioners  were  settling  their  Acoo*",  that  their  money  should  be 
paid  in  this  Borough  on  the  20th  Instant;  but  as  he  is  since  gone 
away,  they  are  very  uneasie  lest  they  should  be  obliged  to  go  to 

*  Sec  Gov.  Shirley's  reply,  on  page  687. 
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Philad*  for  their  money,  which  would  bo  a  great  Hardship,  especially 
to  the  poorefr  Sort;  many  of  whom  live  in  Cumberland  County,  and 
can  neither  bear  the  Expences  of  so  long  a  Journey,  nor  would  chuse 
to  be  long  absent  from  their  Wives  &  Children  in  these  dangerous 
times,  while  the  Enemy  continues  on  the  Frontiers. 

Your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  this  Freedom,  and  if  I  can 
be  of  any  use  in  this  Affair,  Your  Honour  may  freely  command. 

Sir,  .  ^        • 

Your  most  Affectionate, 

Humble  Servant, 

EDW°-  SHIPPEN. 
Lancaster,  17th  Feb.  1756. 

Directed, — To  the  Hon***  the  Governor. 

Indorsed,— "E^iV^  17th,  1756.    Mr.  Shippen. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Boston,  17th  Feb,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  day  given  Orders  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  th« 
Detachment  of  His  Majesty^s  Troops  in  Pensilvania,  to  march  from 
thence  so  as  to  be  at  the  City  of  New  York  by  the  15th  day  of 
March  next.  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  do  «very  thing  in  your 
Honour's  power  to  expedite  their  March,  nor  of  your  giving  the 
necessary  Orders  for  providing  them  with  Carriages,  Quarters,  imd 
Provisions. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Begard, 

Your  Honour's  most  Obedient  * 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
i>irec^cc?.— The  Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 
Indonsed,-^  Governor  Shirley,  17  FebVy,  1756. 

V^L.  II.— 25 
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Gbn.  Shielky  10  Gov.  Moeris,  1756. 

Boston,  Feb''  20th,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  indofle  your  Honour  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  to  me  from  the 
Major  of  mj  Regiment,  which  gives  me  extreme  Concern;  I  doubt 
not  but  your  Honour  will  take  Care  that  Jostice  ia  done  to  his  M^ 
jesty  for  the  loss  of  the  Sergeant,  who  Mr.  Itinneer  informs  me  was 
morther'd  by  the  Mob  in  the  Discharge  of  his  Duty,  &  yr^  I  am  sorry 
to  find  there  is  so  mnqh  Reason  to  attribute  to  the  Encouragement 
given  them  by  the  Magistrates,  if  what  Mr.  Kinneer  informs  me  is 
true,  that  they  take  all  Servants  &  Apprentices  who  inlist  into  his 
Majesty's  Service  out  of  it,  and  put  them  in  Gt>al,  &  confine  the  re- 
cruiting Officers. 

I  have  already  siven  an  Instance  of  my  great  Desire  that  the  re« 
cruitinff  Service  should  be  attended  w^  as  few  Inconveniences  us 
might  be  to  the  people,  by  restraining  the  Officers  from  enlisting  In- 
dented Servants,  whilst  I  thought  the  King's  Service  would  admit  of 
it,  tho'  I  did  not  conceive  the  least  Doubt  but  that  his  Majesty  had 
as  good  a  Right  to  their  Service  as  to  that  of  any  others,  who  should 
voluntarily  inlist  as  Soldiers. 

As  the  Officers  have  assur'd  me  that  they  cannot  compleat  their 
Regiments  in  time  without  entertaining  Indented  Servants,  it  ia  now 
become  my  indipe&sable  Duty  to  permit  them  to  entertain  such  Re- 
cruits. 

If  .the  Masters  are  injar'd  by  that,  they  may  sue  the  Hecruitiog 
Officers,  &  the  Law  ought  to  decide  the  point,  according  to  the  Gd^ 
Judgment  w""^  shall  be  given  in  Ihe  Case;  and  the  sooner  the  point 
is  try'd  &  receives  such  a  determination,  the  better.  In  the  mean  . 
time  I  hope  that  all  Outrages  of  the  populace  &  abuse  of  Civil  power 
in  the  Magistrate  against  the  Recruiting  Officers  will  cease.  If  they 
do  not,  it  must  produce  the  most  disagreeable  Consequences  in  the 
Province  under.your  Command. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  Humble 

and  most  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEI. 
Directed. — Hon*'"  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

7nrfor«ed.— Feb.  20, 1756.     Gen*  Shirley.    About  Servant  & 
Apprentices — with  Extract  of  Letter  from  Maj'  Kinneer. 
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Gbn.  Shirlby  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Boston,  Feb''  20%  1756. 
Sir: 

I  inclose  to  yonr  Honour,  at  the  Bequest  of  the  Assembly  of  this 
Qovemment,  n  copy  of  their  Resolves  ooncerning  the  part  they  will 
take  in  the  plan  of  Operations  proposM  by  me  to  them  &  his  Maj« 
eety's  other  Northern  Colonies,  as  far  Westward  as  Virginia  inoln* 
BiTe,  for  removing  the  Incroachments  of  the  French  at  Grown  point, 
upon  the  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  &o.,  and  the  River  Ohio ;  and  am  in 
hopes,  the  Provinces  of  New  York,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticutt,  New 
Hampshire,  &  the  Massachusetts  Bay  will  raise  Troops  sufficient  for 
the  propos'd  Expedition  against  Grown  point,  the  last  mentioned 
Province  having,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  inclos'd  Resolves  of  the 
Assembly,  *****  determined  to  raise  3000  as 
their  Quota,  and  if  the  others  do  in  proportion,  it  will  produce  a 
Body  of  9000  men  for  that  Service,  But  unless  the  Governments  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  &  Pensilvania  send  some  considerable  assistance, 
I  shall  not  have  a  number  sufficient  for  the  Service  propos'd  on 
Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  &c.,  as  I  shall  have  no  Troops  for  that  Service, 
but  his  Majesty's  four  Regular  Regiments,  &  the  Independent  Gom- 
panies  of  New  York,  all  which  are  still  very  incompleat  &  together 
with  the  Jersey  Regiment  of  500,  will,  I  am  affraid,  fall  far  short  of 
4000  Effective  men. 

The  Reduction  of  the  French  Forts  at  Niagara,  &  getting  the 
Mastery  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  according  to  his  Majesty's  Instructions 
to  the  late  General  &  myself;  w^  expressly  mention  it  as  a  more 
important  Service  than  the  Reduction  of  Fort  Duquesne,  is  doubt- 
less the  most  effectual  measure  for  securing  the  Southern  Golonies 
•from  the  Incursions  of  the  French  &  Indians,  &  the  breaking  up  the 
possessions  of  the  former  on  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie,  as  those  set* 
tlements  principally,  if  not  wholly,  draw  their  support  from  Ganada, 
from  w^  they  would  be  cutt  off,  if  their  passage  over  the  Lake  On- 
tario  was  barr'd ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  necessary  that  the  western 
Golonies  should  raise  a  Body  of  men,  strong  enough  not  only  to  re^ 
pel  the  Licursions  of  the  French  &  tlieir  Indians,  but  to  attempt  the 
Reduction  of  Fort  Duquesne ;  for  w^  Services  t  believe  you  will 
think  4000  men  a  sufficient  Force. 

By  the  indos'd  List  your  Honour  will  find  that  if  the  Govern- 
ments of  Virginia,  Maryland  &  Pensilvania,  do  furnish  their  Quota 
for  th^  Operations  of  this  year,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Northern 
Colonies  seem  disposed  to  do,  according  to  the  proportions  settled 
by  the  Gommissioners  at  Albanv  in  1754 ;  w*^  I  don't  doubt  his 
Majesty  expects,  &  I  can't  but  hope  they  will  do ;  they  ought  to 
raise  7284  men  -,  &  if  4000  of  them  will  be  sufficient  to  be  employed 
on  the  Frontiers  of  those  Golonies,  there  will  remain  a  Body  of  3284 
men,  which  I  think  cannot  be  employ'd  more  to  the  advantage  of 
ihoae  colonies,  than  on  the  Lake  Ontario,  &  when  join'd  w*^  the 
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Troops,  iTntend  to  tate  with  me  tliera,  will  give  me  a  suficient  Foroe 
effectually  to  Becure  that  Lake^  &  by  that  one  Stroke  to  give  an  irre- 
coverable woand  to  all  the  French  Incroachmenta  upon  the  Great 
Lake  &  Rivers }  after  w*^  Fort  Duqnesne  may  very  easily  be 
redao'd  in  the  Course  of  the  Summer,  if  the  French  should  not 
abandon  it  without  waiting  'till  they  should  be  attacked  there.  What 
an  effect  this  would  have  at  the  same  time  in  our  favour  upon  all  the 
Indians  on  the  Continent,  I  need  not  observe. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  that  the  measures,  w^  Goy. 
Dinwiddle  hath  taken  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  have  had  so  good 
success  '^  I  *  *  *  *  *  heartily  wish  these  measures,  together 
with  those  he  is  pursuing  with  the  the  Catawba's  may  induce  them 
to  furnish  the  number  of  men,  they  propos'd,  w«^  certainly  will  be 
of  great  Service  in  the  Operations  of  the  next  Campaigue ;  1000  of 
these  Indians  joining  with  4000  men  of  the  Southern  Colonies  will 
doubtless  be  sufficient  to  do  every  thing  necessary  on  that  side,  A 
nothing  seems  wanting  to  enable  us  to  carry  every  point  against  the 
French  this  year,  but  the  Southern  Colonies  exerting  themselves  ia 
the'same  proportion  with  the  Eastern  ones,  and  sending  3000  men 
to  join  the  Regular  Troops,  intended  for  the  Operations  on  the  Lake 
Ontario,  &o. 

I  can't  but  hope  that  your  Honour  will  see  these  matters  in  the 
same  light  with  me,  Si  do  every  thing  in  your  power  with  the  Assem- 
bly of  your  Governm^  to  induce  them  to  enable  you  to  furnish  the 
Quota  of  that  Dominion,  for  repelling  the  French  of  Catiada  at  this 
most  critical  Conjuncture,  &  before  they  are  strengthen' d  with  fresh 
Reinforcements  from  France,  from  their  dangerous  Incroachments 
upon  his  majesty's  Territories,  &  for  putting  an  £ud  to  the  Ravages 
&  Depredations  of  them  and  the  Indians  in  their  Interest  within  Uie 
Borders  of  his  Majesty's  western  Colonies  upon  thb  Continent:  with 
regard  to  myself,  your  Honour  may  depend  on  my  doing  every  thing 
in  my  power  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  of  Pensilvania  ia 
particular. 

As  it  is  necessary  that  an  Officer  of  Rank  in  his  Majest/s  Army 
should  be  appointed  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  all  the  Forces 
nds'd  in  the  Colonies  of  Pensilvania,  Maryland  &  Virginia,  &  South 
Carolina  to  be  employ'd  in  an  Expedition  against  Fort  Duqnesne  i  I 
have  appointed  for  that  purpose  Gov^  Sharpe,  whom  his  Majesty  was 
pleas'd  before  the  arrival  of  the  late  Qeneral  Braddock  in  North 
America,  to  appoint  to  the  like  but  more  extensive  command. 
I  am  with  Esteem  and  Regard, 
Sir,        Your  Honour's  most  Humble 

and  most  obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon^>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.  ^ 

Indorsed. 

Gen^  Shirley,  about  ye  operations  of  ye  summer,  1750,  and  the 
numbeiB  necessary. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


PENNSYLTANIA  AKCHIVES  1756.  581 

Gov.  DiNwiBDiB.  TO  Gov.  MORRIS,  1756. 

Williamsburg,  Feb'^,  21-*  1756. 
Sir: 

I  ree*  Touts  of  the  1**  of  tbis  Moutb,  and  observe  Tou  have 
made  a  Tour  iuto  the  Back  Country,  and  built  several  Forts  for'  the 
Protection  of  Your  Frontier,  which  surely  is  a  necessary  Work  in 
these  perilous  Times,  &  so  far  necessary  for  the  defensive  Part,  but 
I  was  in  hopes  something  wou'd  have  been  concerted  either  to  attack 
Fort  Duquesne,  or  to  build  a  Fort  on  the  other  side  of  the  moun- 
tains as  a  Barrier  against  the  Invasions  of  the  brutal  Enemy.  Co^. 
Washington  who  is  gone  to  Gen*  Shirley,  has  my  orders  to  call  on 
You  in  his  return,  to  know  what  plan  of  Operations  is  proposed  for 
next  Campaign,  &  am  of  Opinion  if  Pensylvania,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, N*  Carolina  shou'd  heartily  engage  in  an  Expedition  against 
the  Enemy,  the  other  side  of  the  Mountains  that  we  may  be  able  to 
gall  them ;  &  the  more  so,  as  I  have  reason  to  expect  a  good  num- 
ber of  the  Southern  Indians  to  join  our  Forces — I  have  wrote  Gen^ 
Shirley,  if  this  is  thought  proper  he  shou'd  appoint  an  Officer  to 
command ;  &  so  send  us  some  Ingineers  to  manage  the  Great  Guns, 
there  are  four  twelve  Pounders  of  Brass  sent  in  here,  &  four  more  at 
Winchester  of  Iron,  if  the  General  does  not  send  for  them  to  N; 
York. 

I  have  got  built  a  pretty  many  Forts  in  Augusta,  Frederick  ft 
Hampshire,  to  protect  our  Frontiers  &  to  remain  on  the  Defensive 
tiU  we  hear  from  Home  ^  my  Private  Letters  give  some  glimering 
hopes  of  Peace,  if  so  I  wish  the  French  may  not  out  wit  us  in  their 
Councils,  and  if  Peace,  I  hope  it  will  be  with  Honour  to  the  Nation 
after  the  vast  Expence  they  have  been  at. 

Our  Forces  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  as  I  formerly  wrote  You  are 
under  Orders  to  march  against  the  Shawnesse,  ft  I  believe  they  have 
marched  from  Augusta  County  about  ten  Days.     And  our  Comis- 
flianers  to  the  Catawbas  &  Cherokees  have  been  gone  a  Fortnight,  I* 
shall  on  their  return  give  You  ace*  of  their  Proceedings. 

I  hope  Your  Assembly  will  with  Spirit  &  Resolution  give  You  a 
farther  supply.  Our  Assembly  meets  next  month,  when  I  shall 
earnestly  endeavour  to  obtain  our  Qaota  of  men  for  Crown  Point 
Jko.,  but  I  really  believe  it  will  not  be  in  my  Pbwer  to  prevail  with 
them. 

We  have  had  1140  Neutrals  from  N  Scotia,  which  gives  great  un- 
easiness to  our  People,  we  have  rec'  them  &  now  maintain  them  by 
my  Owier  &  the  Councils }  but  whether  the  Assembly  will  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  make  some  Provision  for  them  is  very  uncertain ;  a  I 
complain  of  Gov  Lawrence's  not  giving  us  some  previous  notice  of 
their  coming  that  we  might  be  prepared  to  receive  them. 

I  entreat  You  to  send  me  hotice  what  Your  Assemblv  has  done^ 
which  probably  may  be  of  Service  with  our  People  j  I  wnoeBely 
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wish  Yon  Health  &  Sucoess  in  all  Your  Applications  to  tbem,  I  re- 
main with  great  Regard. 

Sir, 
Your  most  h"«  Servant, 

ROBT.  DINWIDDIE. 
Gov*.  Morris. 
Indaned. — Gdv'.  Dinwiddle. 


Gbn.  Shiblby  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Boston,  Feb  23, 1756. 
Dear  Sir  :— 

I  am  sorry  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  the  Inolos'd ;  I  must  further 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  orders  to  some  justifiable  person  to 
assist  the  officers,  who  shall  be  molested  in  the  service,  both  with 
lespeot  ta  their  defending  themselves  in  aetions,  w^  may  be  brought 
ag*  them,  and  prosecuting  in  such  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  com- 
mence ag'  others  for  Injuries  done  them.  I  am  determined  the  point 
shall  be  brought  to  a  perempt.ory,  authoritative  Decision  from  home, 
in  some  shape  or  other.  Whatever  Assistance  or  Advice  you  can 
give  the  officers,  without  involving  yourself  in  any  Disputes  or  Troa- 
ble,  whatever  with  your  Assembly  or  People,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
you  for,  But  would  by  no  means  desire  you  to  run  the  least  risque 
of  doing  that. 

As  it  seem'd  necessary  for  me  to  appoint  some  person  to  the  Chief 
Command  of  the  Western  Forces,  w'^  should  be  employed  in  an 
Expedition  against  Fort  du  Quesne,  &c.,  and  the  circumstances  of 
Gov'  Sharps  having  been  appointed  to  a  like  Command  before  by 
the  King,  with  a  Brevet  Commission  of  L^  Colonel  in  his  Army  for 
that  purpose,  I  thought  my  self  likewise  under  a  necessity  of  pitch- 
ing upon  him  for  the  Command,  and  sending  a  Commission  to  him. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you.  Dear  Sir,  for  supplying  my  late  bod, 
Shirley,  with  the  sums  express'd  in  two- notes,  w^  M'.  Alexander 
hath  shew'd  me,  and  I  have  order'd  paym^  of,  together  with  the  bal- 
ance w«^  you  paid  Capt*  Orme  for  him. 

He  will  give  directions  concerning  the  list  of  things  you  have  been 
so  kind  as  to  transmit  to  him  inclosed  in  your  letter. 

Wishing  you  all  success  and  happiness  in  your  Publick  and  Pri- 
vate Affiiirs,  I  am,  most  affectionately, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Serv^ 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Hon"«  R.  H.  Morris,  Esq'. 
Indorsed, 

Qen^  Shirley — that  I  would  favour  the  officers  that  may  be  dis- 
tressed in  the  recruiting  service. 

Boston,  Feb^  23,  1756* 
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Gov.  MoEKis  TO  Gkn.  Shiklby,  1756. 

Philad.,  Feb.  24, 1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  jou  a  few  days  ago,  &  since  have  the  honour  of  jotira 
in  answer  to  one  from  the  President  of  the  Council  about  indented 
Servants,  and  ;tho'  the  Burthen  will  fall  much  heavier  upon  this 
Province  than  any  of  the  others,  as  we  have  a  much  greater  number 
of  Servants  of  that  kind  than  anj^  of  them,  Yet  as  his  Majestjs 
aervice  is  at  this  Juncture  so  much  concerned  in  bavins  the  regi- 
ments filled  in  time,  and  there  was  little  reason  to  think  £07  would 
soon  be  done  by  the  ordinary  method  of  recruiting,  I  must  approve 
of  the  determination  you  have  given  as  to  that  matter,  having  no 
doubts  in  my  own  mind  as  to  the  Legality  of  taking  into  his  Ma- 
jestys  service  any^  subject  that  offers  himself ;  for  that  purpose,  I 
immediately  sent  your  letter  to  the  Assembly  in  hopes  it  would  sa- 
tisfy them,  but  they  adjourned  upon  it  for  a  week  without  any  reason 
assigned,  or  indeed  giving  me  notice  of  it  I  have  taken  some  pains 
to  come  at  their  intentions  as  to  the  Crown  Point  expedition,  but 
eannot  learn  what  they  mean  to  do,  or  whether  they  will  do  any 
thing. 

Immediately  upon  my  return  from  the  frontier  oounties  I  ap- 
pointed Comn^issioners,  in  Conjunction  with  M'.  Leake,  to  settle 
the  demands  upon  the  Crown,  for  the  service  done  by  order  of  Gen* 
Braddock,  pursuant  to  your  former  letter  to  me  on  that  head,  and 
of  your  Instructions  to  M'.  Leake,  &  they  sat  ten  days  at  Lancaster 
upon  the  accounts  brought  in  by  the  People  of  this  Province,  which 
they  have  adjusted,  and  are  now  sitting  in  this  town  upon  those  of  Vir- 
ginia &  Maryland,  and  in  as  little  time  as  Possible,  will  complete 
and  settle  the  whole.  M'.  Leake  and  the  other  officers  assure  me 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  settled  these  matters  with- 
out the  aid  of  men  of  weight  here,  and  that  the  savings  on  the  part 
of  the  Crown  through  their  means  will  be  very  considerable,  but  as 
I  shall  send  your  Excellency  their  Report  at  large,  when  the  whole 
is  finished,  I  will  not  trouble  you  further  upon  the  subject  at  pre- 
sent. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  inclose  you  with  this  a  map  of  part  of  this 
Province,  west  of  the  Sasquehana,  where  you  will  see  the  situation 
of  the  several  forts  I  have  caused  to  be  erected  there  for  the 
defence  of  the  inhabitants.  I  am  getting  another  map  made  of  the 
Country  between  Sasquehana  &  Delaware,  with  the  several  forts  and 
blockhouses,  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  send  you  soon,  and 
would  my  assembly  but  oblige  the  People  in  the  pay  of  the  Province 
to  do  their  duty,  we  might  be  tolerably  safe,  but  without  Disciplioe 
you  are  sensible  no  troops  are  to  be  kept  long  upon  a  disagreeable 
service. 

M'.  Bcnzil  has  been  more  successful  in  his  recruiting  thaA  any 
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other  officer  this  way,  haviDg  already  returDed  as  he  tells  me  about 
seventy  men  to  the  regiment,  he  is  still  upon  that  aervjce^  and  I  be- 
lieye  meets  with  the  same  success. 

Oen<  Shirley. 
Jiidorted. 

Dft  to  Gen>  SUrley.    Feb'y  24, 1756. 


Rev.  Mk.  Spanqenbeeg  to  Gov.  M.,  1756. 

May  it  please  your  Ilonour, 

I  beg  leave  humbly  to  address  y  Hon''  on  behalf  of  the  Indian 
Befugees,  residing  for  this  time  at  Bethlehem. 

It  is  now  three  months  that  they  live  here,  and  have  behaved  them- 
eelves  well,  and  better  indeed  than  one  could  expect. 

We  take  care  to  give  them  good  InstrucUons,  and  they  also  take 
them  to  Heart,  and  encourage  our  hopes  for  them. 

Their  children  come  to  School,  and  like  to  be  taught  reading,  and 
to  hear  of  their  Maker  and  Redeemer. 

Now  I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  some  Indians  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  that  y  Honour  designs  to  call  the  above  mentioned  In- 
dians also  down. 

I  must  own,  that  I  fear  their  meeting  with  other  Indians,  who 
are  notorious  and  professed  Slaves  to  the  Devil,  and  who  boast  of 
their  wicked  ways,  will  prove  hurtfull  to  their  Souls.  For  they  have 
not  yet  taken  so  deep  Boots  in  tho  Christian  Faith,  that  they  wiU 
stand  the  Trials  common  in  such  Companies,  at  least  there  are  many 
of  them,  who  thereby  could  be  hurted. 

Could  y  Hon'  take  a  way  less  dangerous  for  them,  it  would  be 
acting  the  part  of  a  good  and  loving  Father  for  the  Country  in  gene- 
ral, and  for  such  poor  distressed  creatures,  who  nevertheless  are  an 
object  of  the  great  Mercies  of  our  Saviour,  in  particular. 

Will  y  Honour  Favour  me  with  your  commands  and  orders,  con- 
cerning the  B*^  Indians  here  with  us;  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  shew 
myself;  as 

Y'  Honours, 

most  humble  and 

obedient  Servant, 

SPANGENBERO. 

Bethl,  Feb'y  28, 1756. 

Indorsed,  ^ 

Spangenburg,  28  Feb.,  1756,  read  in  Council,  4  March,  1756. 

Directed. 
To  the  Hon^^*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  at  Philadelphia. 
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Wm.  OaiLviB  TO  Gov.  Mokkis,  1756. 

Easton,  29th  February,  1756. 
Sir:  , 

This  day  six  of  our  men  and  one  of  the  Granadiers  deserted  from 
henee.  I  have  sent  a  Seijeant  and  12  men  in  pursuit  of  them,  and 
am  in  great  hopes  they  will  overtake  them ;  if  they  should  not,  am 
affiraid  it  will  be  of  bad  oonsequence,  as  3  of  them  have  bin  Deserters 
from  the  French,  and  very  much  used  to  the  IndiaQs,  and  can  talk 
the  Indian  Language.  Mr.  Parsons  has  wrote  to  all  his  friends 
about  Bethlehem,  and  that  way,  so  that  I  am  in  great  hopes  they 
will  be  apprehended.  I  cannot  conceive  the  Beason  of  their  going 
off,  as  they  have  been  as  well  used  as  its  posable  for  People  to  be 
used,  Boath  as  to  Provision  and  every  thing  else.  Nothing  more  to 
add,  I  am  with  sll  due  Regard, 

Your  Honours  Most  Obed't  &  most 

Hum'ble  Servant, 

WILL.  OGILVIE. 

Indorted, 

Wm.  Ogilvie,  29  FeVry,  1756,  Bead  in  Council,  4  March,  1756. 

Directed 

On  his  Majesty's  Service,  To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Mor* 
ris,  £sq',  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Sir  Charles  Hardy  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756.- 

Port  George,  New  York,  29th  FeVy,  1756. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  I  send  you  copys  of  a  Report  of  a  Scouting  Party  under 
Cap^  Rogers,  from  Fort  William  Henry,  and  the  Examination  of 
a  French  Prisoner  taken  by  him,  by  which  your  Honour  will  see 
the  French  are  moving  Troops  and  Provisions  to  Crown  Point,  and 
which  Post  they  are  also  Strengthening  with  New  Works. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  the  Colonysilelay  taking  the  necessary  measures 
for  this  Years  Campaign.  I  have  not  yet  received  any  advices  from 
the  Eastern  Governments,  that  their  Assemblys  have  made  any  Pro- 
vision for  furnishing  the  quotas  agreed  upon  at  the  Council  of  Warr 
held  in  this  City,  and  I  fear  if  measures  are  not  speedily  taken,  we 

*  '<  Bead  in  Gounofl  Mar.  4 ;"  Indorsement— not  noticed  in  Minntes. 
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shall  bo  full  Iftte  to  hope  for  Saoceaa  in  the  Expedition  ihen  agreed 
upon. 

Last  Night  I  receiyed  an  Express  from  Ulster  County,  that  a  Body 
of  Indians  supposed  to  be  about  30  or  40,  had  crossed  the  DclawarCi 
anH  destroyed  the  House,  Bams,  &c,  of  one  Phillip  Swartwoddl^ 
there  were  eight  Men  and  one  Woman  in  the  Houae,  in  endeaToar- 
ing  to  escape,  five  of  the  Men  were  kill'd,  the  Woman  taken  Pri- 
soner, and  three  men  escaped  to  a  Neighbouring  Setdement 

Sometime  ago  I  received  information  that  one  Baron  Lahe  Wil- 
lum  Augustin  Davis,  was  travelling  the  Country,  and  had  fouod 
upon  him  several  Plans,  some  of  the  Forts  of  Oswego,  and  the  For- 
tifications of  this  City ;  upon  a  further  enquiry,  I  ^und  this  fellow 
to  be  a  Soldier  in  G-eneral  Shidey's  Regiment,  and  from  Migor  Kin- 
neer  that  he  had  a  Farlow ;  I  judged  it  necessary  to  have  this  man 
farther  examined  touching  this  matter,  and  desired  the  Major  to 
order  him  to  this  City,  which  he  promised  me,  but  since  heae-. 
quainted  me  that  he  was  informed  he  was  committed  to  some  Prison 
in  the  Jerseys,  upon  which  I  wrote  to  Governor  Belcher,  who  writes 
me  for  Answer,  that  upon  inquiry  he  learns  this  man  is  now  in  Pri- 
son in  Philadelphia.  I  doubt  the  French  have  too  many  People 
posted  in  these  Provinces  to  give  them  information,  and  I  cannot 
b^t  think  it  is  probable  this  fellow  may  be  such,  if  not,  as  a  Foreigner 
though  engaged  in  Service  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  Regiments,  he 
can  have  no  business  to  take  Plans  wherever  he  goes.  I  judged  it 
highly  proper  to  give  you  this  Information,  and  must  desire  the 
favour  of  you,  to  have  this  man  strictly  exatnined  and  searched,  for 
Plans  and  several  other  papers  my  informant  tells  me  he  was  very 
deeifous  of  Secreting. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  HARDY. 
The  Hon'ble  Gov'  Morris. 

S'  Charles  Hardy,  Fe^'y  29, 1756,  with  the  Report  of  a  Scouting 
party  sent  to  Grown  Pointy  &  the  examination  of  a  Prisoner  taken 
by  them. 
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Lt.  SPEARiNa  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1756.  . 

Beading,  ye  29th  of  Febru'y,  1756. 
Sir,  *« 

I  am  Sorry  to  Informe  you  that  Philip  White,  one  of  the 
deserters  which  I  lodg'd  in  the  County  Jayle,  is  broke  oat  of  his 
Confinement  and  gone  off;  there  were  one  man  more  went  of  with 
him.     I  find  they  got  over  the  prison  wall. 

I  had  the  honour  of  yours  of  the  17th*  Instant,  and  am  Sorry  I 
can't  as  yet  Satisfye  the  doctor,  for  it  will  be  realy  very  hard  for 
the  Soldiers  of  Cap^  Gates'  Indepd*  Company  to  pay  the  doctor,  as 
there  is  ten  "^  Cent  Stopt  in  England  from  their  neat  Subsistence 
for  to  pay  Surgeons  and  Chaplens,  and  thirefore  have  no  right  to 
pay  heare,  nor  is  it  Customery  for  them  So  to  do;  as  for  the 
Soldiers  of  General  Shirley's  Eegiment,  I  Suppose  they  are  on  » 
diferent  establishment ;  however,  I  would  pay  the  money  with  plea- 
sure if  your  honour  orders  it,  as  it  will  he  pittey  he  Should  loose 
Such  a  trifal  of  money,  when  it  appears  he  realy  deserves  it 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  honour's  most  Oblig'd 
and  humble  Serv<, 

WM.  SPEARING. 

Dtrededf 

(On  his  Majesty's  Service.)  To  the  Hon^^'  Eobert  Hunter 
Morris^  Eaxf.j  Governour  of  Pennsylviniai  at  Philedelphia. 

Indorsed  y 

Wm.  Spearing,  29  Febr'y,  1756. 


Gjbn'l  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Boston;  Feb'7  29th,  |B|i. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  la<e  in  the  Evening  I  received  the^  Favour  of  your 
Letter,  dated  the  16th  Instant,*}*  inclosing  a  Copy  of  the  Assembly's 
Address  to  you  on  the  11th,  containing  a  Remonstrance  against  the 
Practice  us'd  at  present  by  the  Officers  now  recruiting  within  your 
Province  of  entertaining  Indented  Servants. 

Tho'  I  have  very  lately  wrote  to  you,  Sir,  upon  this  Head,  and 
might  rest  the  point  in  dispute  upon  your  very  reasonable,  just  & 
clear  Answer  to  the  Address,  yet,  at  the  Instance  of  your  Assembly 

*  See  it,  p.  666.  f  See  it  on  p.  676.  Also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  46. 
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to  lay  the  matter  complain'd  of  befinre  me  for  mj  CoDaideratkm,  I 
have  recoQsider'd  it,  &  now  tranBmit  to  you  my  fnrtfier  Sentiments 
&  final  Determination  thereon. 

The  Restraint  I  lately  lay'd  the  Becruiting  Officers  under,  by 
^y  forbidding  them  to  inlist  Indented  Servants,  (which  the  Assem- 
bly themsdves  referr  to  in  their  Address)  most  convince  them  how 
tender  I  am  of  suffering  his  Majesty's  Service  under  my  Care  to 
break  unnecessarily  into  the  Contracts  of  these  Servants  with  tfae'r 
Masters  or  their  Assigns,  &  depriving  the  latter  of  any  part  of  the 
Service  they  *  «  *  •  originally  Indented  for. 

Though  il  was  my  settled  dear  Opinion,  that  the  King  baa  a 
Right  to  the  Service  of  Indented  Servants,  as  well  as  other  Volim- 
tiers ;  and  it  is  Evident  that  a  Liberty  to  enlist  them  must  make  the 
Becruiting  Officers'  Duty  easier,  k  fill  his  Majesty's  Regiments  moeh 
sooner,  &  at  a  less  Ezpenoe  to  them ;  yet,  whilst  I  flattered  myself  with 
Hopes  that  the  Officers  might  be  able  to  oompleat  their  RegimeoCs 
in  time  for  the  King's  Service,  without  entertaining  Indented  Se^ 
vants,  I  chose  to  put  them  under  this  Restraint,  rather  than  sobjeet 
the  Masters  to  the  Inconveniendes  &  Hardships,  which  I  am  veiy 
sensible  they  frequently  suffer  from  their  Servants  being  indiscrimi- 
nately inlisted  in  his  Majesty's  Service ;  For  this  Re^n  I  never 
allow'd  the  Officers  either  of  my  former  or  present  Regiment  to 
inlist  such  Servants,  always  disapprov'd  of  the  practice  of  it  [when 
unnecessary]  in  others^  and  since  being  invested  with  my  present 
Command,  forbid  it  in  all  as  long  as  the  Circumstances  of  his  Majes* 
ty's  Service  would  admit. 

But  this  is  not  now  the  Case,  Sir,  his  Majesty's  Orders  to  augment 
his  Regiments  to  1000  Men  each  are  positive;  The  Execution  d 
them  before  the  opening  of  this  Year's  Campaigne  is  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  his  just  Rights  &  Dominions  upon  this  Continent 
a^inst  the  Incroaohments  &  Invasions  of  the  French,  &  toseoore 
his  Subjects  from  the  further  Devastations  w*^^  it  must  otherwise  be 
expected  they  will  soon  make  within  Xhese  Colonies ;  The  Recmitiog 
Officers  have  represented  to  me  that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  com« 
pleat  their  Regiments  in  time  for  the  Service  if  I  continue  my  former 
Res^Mt  upon  them ;  The  Season  is  now  far  advanced,  and  the  Pre- 
panMH  of  the  Enemy  to  distress  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  every 
part  are  pushing  on  very  fast,  of  which  the  late  Ravages  committed 
at  their  Instigation  within  the  Borders  of  Pensilvania  by  Indians,  some 
of  which  were  before  at  peace  with  that  Government,  and  others  in 
friendship  with  it,  should  be  a  most  alarming  Proof  to  the  Assembly.  . 

The  Assembly  will  not  infer,  that  because  I  judg'd  it  expedient 
to  forego  his  Majesty's  Right  to  the  Service  of  Indented  Servants 
in  favour  of  their  Masters,  whilst  I  apprehended  such  an  Indalgenoe 
would  not  disappoint  the  raising  a  sufficient  Force  for  repelling  the 
Enemy  from  his  Territories,  and  the  protection  of  his  Subjects  in 
North  America,  it  can  therefore  be  my  Judgement  that  it  is  either 
consistent  with  my  Duty  to  the  King,  or  the  Safety  of  his  Subjeets 
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iriAiii  these  Colonies  to  oontiirae  this  iBdnlgenoe  at  a  time  wden  the 
mat  Interests  of  both  are  so  apparently  at  Stake,  &  snoh  rninoas 
Goaseqaenees  may  ensue  from  it  to  all  his  Majesty's  Goyemments 
upon  this  Continent.        .- 

The  Illegality  of  enlisting  Indented  Servants,  Siry  which  is  assertea 
throagbont  the  Address,  seems  to  be  there  nitimately  founded  in  this 
Argument,  that  every  Person  must  have  the  same  absolute  property 
hi  what  he  purchases  that  he  had  in  the  purchase  Money.  Many 
Instances  might  be  cited  to  shew  that  this  Position  is  not  universally 
true ;  and  as  to  the  Case  of  Indented  Servants,  the  Supposition  that 
the  King  is  precluded  by  the  Contracts  between  them  &  their  Masters 
from  the  Rights  he  before  had  to  their  Service  for  the  Defence  of 
his  Dominions,  is  not  founded  in  the  Nature  of  the  Government  in 
general,  &  is  contrary  to  the  Practice  of  it  in  the  En^ish  Gonsti- 
totion. 

A  Discussion  of  these  Points  at  large  would  lead  into^too  wide  a 
Field  for  the  Co^^)ass  of  this  Letter,  it  may  suffice  to  shew  what  the 
Practice  upon  them  is  in  these  Colonies ;  &  in  doing  this,  I  shall 
(Mmfine  myself  to  that  within  the  Ihrovince  <^  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
the  Constitution  of  w*^,  as  it  is  a  Charter  Government^  will  I  sup* 
pose  be  admitted  to  be  decisive  in  the  Case. 

The  Governor  of  this  Province,  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  given  Ijim 
by  the  Charter  for  raising  the  Militia,  of  w<^  I  presume  Indented 
Servants  will  be  allowed  to  be  a  part  in  every  Colony^  constantly 
impresses  such  Servants  to  be  employed  in  marching  Companies  or 
Garrison  Duty,  for  the  protection  of  the  Province  as  long  as  he 
thinks  his  Majesty's  Service  shall  require  it;  and  in  one  or  other  of 
ihese  Duties  they  are  frequently  kept  two  or  three  Tears :  and  with 
the  Consent  of  the  Great  and  General  Assembly  of  the  Province, 
the  Gov',  hath  power  to  transport  any  number  of  the  Militia  out  of  "^ 
ity  either  by  Sea  or  Land,  to  be  employ'd  against  the  Enemy. 

When  Forces  were  rais'd  by  the  Province  for  the  Expeditions 
against  Cape  Breton,  upon  the.  River  Kennebeck,  &  against  Crown 
point,  Indented  Servants  inlisted  into  them  in  common  with  others ; 
&  to  eompleat  the  Reinforcements  sent  into  the  last  mentioned  Ser* 
vice,  many  such  Servants  were  impressed  by  the  Government.^ 

When  others  were  rais'd  within  the  Province  in  the  pay*  rf  the 
Crown  for  the  Expeditions  against  Canada,  &  to  remove  the  French 
from  their  Incroachments  in  Nova  Scotia,  Indented  Servants  inlisted 
into  them. 

These  Instances,  I  think,  Sir,  afford  in  the  whole  a  clear  proof  of 
the  King's  Right  to  the  Service  of  Indented  Servants  inhabiting  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  for  the  Defence  of  bis  Dominions, 
at  least  in  North  America;  &  that  no  Contract  between  them  and 
the  Masters  can  extinguish  either  this  Government's  Right  to  im- 
press them  into  the  before  mention'd  Service,  or  the  Servant's  Right 
voluntarily  to  iulist  into  it;  and  it  seems  a  just  Conclusion  to  say, 
if  this  Power  of  taking  Indented  Servants  from  their  Masters  for 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


590  PSiNSTLVAMIA  ABOmYBS  ITM. 

Ub  Majef ty's  Servioe  is  oonsistent  with  ibe  dnl  Bigbfs  of  the  8m\^ 
jeot  In  a  Charter  Govemmeat,  &  the  Property  yr^  Mastera  have  in 
those  Senrants  there;  it  is  at  least  equally  so  in  Pensilvania,  that 
the  Recraiting  Officers  in  that  Proyince  should  entertain  snch  Ser- 
TantSy  when  ihej  volnntarily  inlist  into  the  King's  RegimentSy  unleBS 
it  can  be  shewn  that  the  Pensilyania  Masters  have  some  epecial 
property  in  their  Servants,  which  the  Massachusetts  Masters  have 
not,  &  which  destroys  his  Majesty's  Right  to  their  Service  for  the 
Defence  of  his  American  Dominions  against  the  common  Enemy; 
But  this,  I  have  before  observed,  is  not  founded  in  the  Nature  of 
Oovemm^  in  general,  &  is  contrary  to  the  Practice  of  it  in  the 
English  Constitution. 

As  to  the  inlisting  of  ^  Indented  Servants  into  his  Majest/s  Regi- 
ments upoi)j4he  Establishment  whenever  officers  of  such  Regiments 
have  recruited  within  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  more 
or  less  of  those  Servants  have  ever  inlisted  into  them;  particularly 
when  Recruiting  Officers  of  the  Forces  employed  in  the  Expedition 
against  the  Spanish  Settlements  in  the  West  Indies  arrived  there 
from  Jamaica,  many  indented  Servants  inlisted  with  them,  &  were 
transported  to  Cuba. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  Pennlvania  hath  affi)rded  great  Numbers  of 
Recruits  to  the  King's  Forces ;  but  am  not  of  Opinion  with  the  As- 
sembly, that  they  are  equal  to  those  w^  have  been  rais'd  in  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  for  my  own  &  Sir  William 
Pepperell's  Regiments,  &  the  three  Regiments  of  Nova  Scotia  within 
those  fourteen  Months,  w*"^  may  be  computed  at  upwards  of  1500 
Men ;  besides  which  near  6000  have  been  rais'd  within  it  the  last 
year  for  the  Expeditions  against  the  French  Incroachments  in  Nova 
Scotia  &  against  Crown  Point,  &  the  number  of  Soldiers  rais'd  in  it 
over  and  above  all  these  for  the  protecti$n  of  its  Frontier  exceeds, 
I  believe,  the  Body  of  Men  employ'd  by  the  Government  of  Pensil- 
vania  for  the  defence  of  theirs. 

The  Assembly  complain  that  their.  Province  is  extremely  drain'd 
of  their  Labourers ;  I  think,  Sir,  that  Pensilvania  hath  not  been 
near  so  much  exhausted  of  them  as  the  Massachusetts  Bay  hath 
been  by  his  Majesty's  Service.  In  the  Expedition  against  Cape 
Breton  that  Province  lost  2000  Men  at  least,  by  Sea  k  Land,  &  up- 
wards of  500  the  year  following  in  the  protection  of  Nova  Seotia. 
The  employing  of  any  considen^le  Body  of  Troops  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Frontier  of  Pensilvania  is  a  new  Service  within  that  Govera- 
ment ;  but  hath  ever  taken  up  a  great  number  of  Men  in  time  of 
peace  as  well  as  War  within  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  hath  as  few  Slaves  within  it  as  Pensilvania ; 
the  number  of  its  Inhabitants  constantly  employ'd  in  its  Fisheries, 
Ship-building,  Lumber  Trade  &  navigation  greatly  diminish  the 
number  of  it's  hands  for  Agriculture  &  other  Labour,  &  it  hath  not 
the  Benefit  of  those  Ressourees  for  augmenting  it'sjnfaabitants  fron 
the  Northern  parts  of  Germany,  &o.,  w*"**  hath  for  many  years  so 
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l^reatfy  mcreas'd  the  People  of  PensilvBiiia,  yet  thus  exhtneted  as  it 
IB,  the  OoTernment  raises  no  Obstacles  to  the  Recruiting  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Foroes  within  it,  and  hath  besides  chearfuly  voted  to  raise  a 
number  of  Troops,  w*"^  amount  to  a  ninth  part  of  it's  fighting  Men, 
this  year,  towards  the  Defence  of  his  just  Rights  and  Dominions 
upon  this  Continent;  an  example  w"^  I  can't  but  hope  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pensilvania  will  think  the  Interest  of  the  Provincei  as  well  as 
their  Duty  to  the  Grown,  call  upon  them  to  follow. 

The  Assembly  observe  in  their  Address  how  great  a  Quantity  of 
Provisions  their  Province  supplies  the  King's  Army  with.  This, 
Sir,  seems  to  be  an  advantage,  w"^  should  make  them  easier  under 
the  Inconveniences,  19^^  attend  his  Majesty's  Service  in  other  Re- 
spects, and  when  they  consider  that  all  the  Men,  w^  are  now  draw- 
ing out  of  Pensilvania  for  recruiting  the  King's  Forces,  will  be 
employ'd  in  that  part  of  his  Service,  which  more  immediately  con- 
cerns the  protection  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Province  against  the 
growing  Ineroachments  of  the  French;  they  should  as  readily 
acquiesce  in  parting  with  some  of  their  indented  Servants  as  any 
Charter  Colony  doth. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  a  Minute  Examination  of  every 
part  of  the  Deduction,  made  by  the  Assembly,  of  the  mischievous 
Consequences,  which  arise  to  tne^ Community  from  the  inlisting  of 
Indented  Servants  into  his  Majesty's  Service ;  some  of  them  seem 
too  remote:  when  a  Country  is  in  danger  of  being  lost  to  the 
Enemy,  it  is  not  a  time  for  the  Govemm'  of  it  to  enter  into  critical 
Dissertations  whether  the  inlisting  of  Indented  Servants  for  the 
Defence  of  ^t  may  not  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  Importation  of 
them  into  the  Country  for  future'  tillage  of  the  Land,  80  to  increase 
that  of  Slaves.  It  would  certainly  have  been  more  happy  for  the 
Province  of  Pensilvania  to  have  lost  the  Service  of  some  of  their 
bought  Servants  last  year  in  defending  their  Frontiers  against  the 
Incursions  of  the  Enemy,  than  to  have  suffer'd  the  cruel  Ravages 
and  Depopulation  committed  by  them  within'  their  Borders. 

I  have  already  acknowledg'd  that  Inconveniences  &  Hardships 
frequently  arise  to  Individuids  from  the  inlisting  of  Indented  Ser- 
vants into  the  King's  Regiments.  I  am  as  ready  now  as  ever  to  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  consistent  with  his  Majesty's  Service'  to 
x^medy  such  as  have  happen'd  or  may  hereafter  happen  in  the 
Province  of  Pensilvania  or  elsewhere.  His  Majesty  hath  order'd 
hb  Regiments  employ'd  in  North  America  for  the  defence  of  his 
just  Rights  and  Domiuions,  &  protection  of  his  Subjects  there  to  be 
forthwith  augmented  to  1000  Men  each,  out  of  such  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  those  Colonies  as  will  inlist  into  his  Service ;  he  hath  an  un- 
doubted Right  to  do  this.  If  it  can't  be  done  without  receiving  In- 
dented Servants  into  the  Regiments,  to  forbid  the  Entertainment  of 
them,  or  order  them  to  be  discharg'd  without  being  replac'd  by 
other  Effective  M^n  would  very  prorably  defeat  the  ^rvice,  for  w"^ 
the  Regiments  were  order'd  by  his  Majesty  to  be  augmented,  whioh 
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ihe  Assembly/ Fam  persuaded,  will  upon  ftiriher  Oonsldenfimi  tUiik 
would  be  a  most  nowarrantable  proceeding  in  the  King's  Gen^  The 
only  Orders,  I  can  jnstify  sending  the  Officers,  upon  thb  Oocasion, 
w*^  I  shall  take  care  to  do,  will  he  to  release  such  Indented  Servants 
as  are  willing  to  return  to  their  Masters,  upon  baviDg  good  efieetiTe 
Men  offer*d  in  Exchange  for  them ;  as  to  receiying  them  at  first  into 
the  Serrice,  in  cases,  which  shall  appear  extremely  hard  to  the 
Officers,  they  are  at  liberty  to  refuse  it,  &  will,  I  doubt  not,  act  with 
Discretion ;  the  Intention  of  my  last  Orders  was  only  to  take  off  the 
Restraint  I  had  before  lay'd  upon  them  against  receiving  any  Indent- 
ed Servants  which  I  should  not  have  done,  if  the  Regiments  had  met 
with  that  Success  in  their  Recruiting,  as  might  have  been  expected. 
It  must  rest  with  the  Assembly  to  ease  such  Masters  as  may,  not- 
withstandiue  this,  sustain  any  great  Hardships  by  the  loss  of  one  or 
more  of  their  Servants  in  his  Majest/s  Service,  and  if  in  doing  that 
any  considerable  Burthen  should  fall  upon  the  whole  Community, 
upon  a  Representation  of  it  to  his  Majesty  it  will  doubtless  have  a 
proper  Consideration  given  it ;  and  this,  I  can't  but  hope.  Sir,  the 
Assembly  will,  upon  a  cooler  thought  of  this  Affiiir,  judge  to  be  a 
more  Eligible  method  of  proceeding  than  to  incite  the  populace  to 
pursue  the  violent  measures  which  the  address  seems  to  point  out  to 
them. 

I  am;  with  great  Regard^ 
Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Indorged, 
General  Shirley,  FeFry  29, 1756. 


XjOvy  Gov,  to  Joshua  Fisher,  1766. 

Sir: 

Being  informed  y*  you  are  ab*.  publishing  a  Chart  of  y»Bay  of 
Delaware,  w^  all  y«  Sounds  &  Bearings,  &  such  full  Directions  j* 
Strangers  to  y«  Navigation  of  y«  Bay,  may,  by  y«  help  of  your  Draft, 
bring  Ships  into  the  River  w^  out  a  Pilot)  Tho'  this  is  a  very  use- 
ful &  comendable  work,  yet,  as  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  from 
the  state  of  a&irs  in  Europe,  we  are  in  daily  expectation  of  a  Freneh 
War,  there  is  y*  reason  to  fear;  if  your  map  of  the  Bay  should  be 
published,  some  Copys  of  it  may  fall  into  y*  Enemys  Hands.  I 
have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  the  advice  of  the  Councils,  to  older, 
as  I  hereby  do,  that  the  Publication  of  that  Map. or  Chart  be  post- 
poned till  a  more  proper  time  j  wheo  y«  Danger  of  the  Enemys  pay- 
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ing  na  a  Tisit  from  Sea,  may  be  over,  or  thia  city  &  Provinoe  in  a 
better  conditioa  to  repell  an  Invasion.* 

Philad-.,  4*^  Marcb,  1756. 
To  JoBfana  Fisher. 

Draught  Lre.  to  Joshua  Fisher^  approved  in  Council,  4  March, 
1756. 


Joshua  Fishbr  to  B.  Fetbbs^  1756. 

Philadelphia. 
Friend  ) 
Richard  Peters  ) 

In  Conformity  to  the  Governor's  Orders  of  yesterday,  I  thought 
it  a  point  of  duty  to  inform  the  Governor  what  is  subjoined  Con- 
cerning the  Chart  of  Delaware  Bay,  just  publish*,  which,  if  thou 
will  please  to  Communicate  to  bim  to  know  his  further  PlcasurCi 
shall  take  it  as  a  singular  favour. 

When  I  undertook  many  years  ago  to  take  a  survey  of  Delaware 
Bay,  in  order  to  draw  a  Chart  thereof,  being  encouraged  thereto  by 
sundry  persons,  among  whom  was  our  Propriatary  Thomas  Penn,  to 
whom  I  was  recommended  by  the  Magistrates  for  a  D.  Surveyor^  & 
so  being  famish'd  with  3Iaterials  about  two  years  ago,  was  again  ap- 
ply'd'to  by  sundry  persons^  Merchants  &  others,  to  get  the  work  per- 
fected ;  with  whom  I  consented  to  do  it,  provided  I  could  get  Sub- 
scriptions to  defray  only  the  Charge  of  Engraving  &  printing  them, 
&  agreeing  with  a  Workman  to  accomplish.  It  amounted  to  near  a 
hundred  Pounds  Cur^.,  for  which  Subscriptions  were  then  taken  of 
the  Gentlemen  of  this  City  to  the  said  Am^,  &  as  the  Expence  as 
well  as  my  own  great  pains  &  trouble  in  the  above ;  the  latter  I  am 
y^Tj  easy  about,  only  therefore  request,  as  the  Plates  are  Engraved, 
&  a  quantity  of  Coppies  struck  off,  that  I  may  have  the  liberty  to  de- 
liver to  the  Gentlemen  who  have  subscribed  to  defray  the  Charge  of 
^100  as  above,  otherwise  it  will  be  very  oppressive  to.  bear  so  great 
an  Ezpepce,  besides  my  own  time  &  trouble,  when  the  motive  for 
doing  it  was  at  the  repeated  Solicitation  of  maujf  Considerable  Men, 
&  also,  in  point  of  humanity,  for  the  saving  Mens  Lives  &  Estates, 
having  been  eye  witness  of  many  vessels  &  cargoes  lost,  &  the  peo- 
ple sometimes  with  them,  for  want  of  knowledge,  in  the  Bay ;  &  as 
1  had  observed  that  Correct  Charts  were  publish*  of  many  Harbours 
in  North  America,  where  I  had  been,  especially  those  places  where  - 
Men  of  War  come,  as  they  generally  have  Artists  qualified  for  such 

*  See  J,  Fisher's  letter  below— Indorsed,  approved  in  Council,  March  4, 
1766. 
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purposes;  all  wbioh  Motires  I  thought  both  Uadable  &  Warrantable, 
&  justly  deserved  the  Countenanoe  of  all  well  wishers  to  this  Pro- 
viQoe,  k  here  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  Sentiments  concems  an  Enemy 
making  use  of  said  Chart,  I  have  sent  one  for  the  Ooyernor'a  po- 
msal. 

First,  then,  there  is  in  the  season  for  Navigation,  above  three 
Score  Pilots,  that  Constantly  Cruise  off  the  Capes,  that  always  the 
Enemy's  Vessels  never  wanted  a  Pilot  when  on  the  Coast,  A  the 
Accidents  hinted  at  before,  of  losing  our  Vessels,  has  been  generally 
in  the  winter  Season,  when  the  Pilots  Boats  are  hailed  ashore,  & 
cannot  attend. 

Secondly,  as  the  Chart  has  layd  in  it  all  the  Shoals  &  dangers,  I 
apprehend  there  are  much  more  dreaded  danger  to  adventure,  unless 
foro'd  to  it,  than  any  person  would  conceive  without  the  Chart,  so 
that  I  am  well  satisfied  it  would  be  rather  a  Terror  than  an  encour- 
agement to  adventure  such  aii  Errand  without  a  Pilot,  which  as  is 
before  observed  can  always  be  readily  got. 

Thirdly,  this  Chart  is  only  calculated  to  bring  Ships  out  of  danger 
from  Sea,  &  shows  them  but  about  20  miles  in  the  River,  &  the  re- 
maining part  very  intricate,  tho'  not  dangerous,  is  another  iStronff 
inducement  no  Enemy  will  attempt  coming  up  so  dangerous  a  Bay  £ 
a  long  difficult  River  without  good  Pilots,  which  hope  may  never 
happen. 

All  which  is  humbly  offer'd  to  Consideration. 

I  subscribe  thy  oUig'.  Friend, 
JOSA.  FISHER. 

N.  B.  Some  few  have  been  deliver',  before  notice^  as  also  some 
few  sent  to  England. 

Direction, 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

Ind(ft»ed, 

Joshua  Fisher,  reced  5**  March,*  1755>  day  after  the  Gov".  Lre. 

*  The  preceding  letter  from  the  Qov.,  is  dated  (in  a  diflferent  hand  from  the 
body)  March  4,  1766,  and  indorsed  "approved  in  Council,  Mar.  4,  1766." 
there  is  a  minute  of  that  date,  but  no  notice  taken  of  it.  The  above  letter 
has  no  date,  but  is  indorsed,  "reced.  6th  March,  1766,  day  after  the  Goyre. 
letter,''  which  corresponds  to  the  allusion  in  the  first  line,  except  as  to  the 
year.  The  map,  it  is  belicTed,  was  published  in  1766,  there  is  therefore 
some  uncertainty  as  to  the  year.  But  it  was  when  the  French  fleet  was  ex- 
pected daily,  as  was  the  case  in  May,  1766.  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII., 
p.  121.  It  is  therefore  placed  in  this  year.  Some  of  these  maps  are  in  ex- 
istence—a  translation  of  it  into  French  was  published  in  1778 — a  copy  prin- 
ted in  the  2d  part  of  N.  A.  Pilot,  May  12, 1794,  was  used  in  the  trial  before 
Hon.  Jno.  Sergeant  in  the  "  Pea  patch  case,"  see  the  report  of  that  case 
Senate  doc.,  No.  21,  p.  46,  1848. 
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Instructions  TO  John  Ross,  1756. 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Goveiv 
nor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Per  nsylvaniai 
and  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent  and  Sussex  on  Dela  ^are. 

To  M^  John  Ross^  of  the  Manor  of  Conestogo. 

You  are  to  take  the  Indians  now  in  Town  into  Your  Charge,  and 
Care  and  Conduct  them  to  the  Manot  of  Conestogo,  th€  place  when 
thej  have  agreed  to  reside  for  the  present. 

As  the  minds  of  the  Inhabitants  are  not  a  little  disturbed  at  the 
Murders  committed  by  the  Enemy  Indians,  and  the  People  living  oa 
the  Road,  and  such  as  you  may  meet  may  not  be  well  disposed  to- 
wards them,  D'.  Thompson,  one  of.  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  of 
Lancaster,  will  accompany  you  and  assist  yon. 

.  You  will  easily  conceive  that  if  the  Indians  are  suffered  to  sepi^ 
rate  or  straggle  upon  the  Road,  or  to  get  Drunk,  they  will  be  in 
danger  of  their  Lives.  You  must  therefore  keep  them  altogether^ 
and  see  that  they  are  perfectly  sober  and  of  good  Behaviour. 

You  are  to  seat  them  on  the  Manor  of  Conestogo,  at  the  place, 
where  the  Indians  have  lived  for  some  time  past,  or  as  near  to  it  as 
-you  can  Conveniently,  and  were  Sheds  are  wanting,  you  are  to  get 
them  put  up  and  fitted  with  all  necessary  Accommodations. 

You  are  to  supply  them  with  Provisions  and  Neoessarys  which 
you  will  purchase  or  agree  for  at  the  cheapest  Rates,  and  as  soon  as 
you  can  make  any  Estimate  of  what  Sum  they  can  be  maintained  for 
^  Week,  ydu  are  to  send  me  an  Accoaint  of  it  that  it  may  be  con- 
sidered, and  more  particular  directions  given  you  in  this  Article^ 
irhich  will  be  one  of  the  most  material  ones  in  your  Account. 

You  are,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  go  or  send  to  Harris's  Ferry,  and 
renaove  from  thence  the  Families  and  Goods  belonging  to  them,  tak- 
ing care  that  they  be  not  insulted  or  abused  in  the  way. 

Herewith  You  have  an  Order  for  Fifty  Pounds,  but  I  strictly 
Charge  you  to  pay  no  Money  on  Account  of  the  Indians,  without  a 
Bill  of  Particulars  and.  a  Receipt  under  it,  and  I  recommend  it  to 
yoo  to  be  very  frugal,  and  to  go  into  no  Ezpenoes  but  what  are  ab- 
solutely necessary. 

You  are  to  transmit  your  Accounts  to  me  Monthly,  upon  Oath;  to 
be  made  by  you  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Let  me  know,  from  time  to  time,  what  you  do  in  Pursuance  of 
these  Directions,  and  the  Number  of  Indians  that  shall  be  under 
your  Care. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Philadelphia^  this 
Eighth  Day  of  Mareh,  1756. 
Indorsed, 

Copy — Instructions  to  John  Ross,  of  Conestogo  Manor* 
b***  March,  1765. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VH.,  p.  59. 


Digitized  by  CjO'OQ  iC 


6S«  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1T5«. 

Gov.  Morris  to  W.  Parsons,  1756. 

Sir: 

As  Gen^  Shirley  expects  the  detaohment  of  the  Grenadiers  of  his 
wown  regiment,  and  of  the  Independ'  Companjs  that  have  for  some 
time  past  done  duty  in  the  towns  of  Reading  and  Easton,  to  be  at 
New  York  by  the  15'^  Instant,  I  have  given  the  neoessary  orders 
for  their  march  thither,  and  take  this  opportanity  by  M'.  Irwin  to 
return  yon  the  thanks  of  the  Government  for  year  polite  behaviour 
^  and  CivilitieB  to  the  officers  Posted  in  your  town,  and  yonr  Care  of 
the  soldiers. 

Cap^  Joyslin  has  wrote  to  Governor  Bolcher,  to  inform  him  of 
the  march  of  those-  troops  through  New  Jersey,  and  I  am  in  hopes 
he  will  order  the  neoessary  carriages,  Provisions,  and  quarters  for 
them,  as  I  have  been  informed  that  the  Assembly  of  that  Province 
lias  granted  money  for  that  Purpose ;  But  as  the  Troops  are  to  move 
at  a  day  certain,  &  it  is  not  known  whether  such  Carriages,  &c.,  will 
be  furnished  by  that  Government,  I  think  it  right  that  there  may  be 
no  delay  or  disappointm',  to  desire  yon  will  take  care  in  case  the  neces- 
sary carriages,  &c.,  shall  not  be  furnished  by  New  Jersey  to  Provide 
every  thing  proper  for  the  march  of  those  troops  through  that  Pro- 
vince, for  which  yon  will  transmit  your  accounts  to  the  Commission* 
ers,  together  with  the  several  other  charges  that  have  attended  those 
troops  since  their  taking  post  at  Easton. 

Phikd*,  March  8<*,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Dft  to  M'.  Parsons,  to  Provide  Carriages  for  the  regulars,  if  the 
Jersey  Government  did  not 

S^"  March,  1756. 


Gov.' Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

Sir: 

As  the  Regular  troops  posted  at  the  towns  of  Reading  and  Eas- 
ton are  ordered  to  march  to  New  York,  It  is  thought  necessary  to 
take^  Company  of  fifty  men,  including  Sergeants,  into  the  pay  of 
the  Province,  to  be  Posted  one  half  in  Each  of  those  townB,  and  to 
be  employed  in  Escorting  the  necessary  Stores  and  Provisions  to  the 
troops  stationed  upon  the  Frontiers.  You  will  therefore  go  into 
the  County  of  Bucks,  to  the  town  of  Newtown,  where  Cap*.  Insley 
has  a  Company)  which  by  him  and  his  officers  have  offered  their  ser- 
vice to  the  Government,  and  he  having  orders  to  get  his  men  in  rea- 
diness to  be  reviewd  and  Examined  by  you ;  you  are  to  review  and 
examine  them  a90ordingIy,  and  if  he  has  a  full  Company _of  fifty 
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men,  Ezoltwive  of  Commission  officeni,  that  you  approve  aad  tbink 
fit  for  service,  you  are  then  to  cause  every  man  to  take  the  oath  of 
fidelity,  and  to  be  inlisted  according  to  the  form  herewith  given  you, 
but  for  no  Iofs  time  than  three  months,  and  when  they  are  so  Listed 
you  are  to  muster  the  men,  and  Eetnrn  the  Muster  Roll  to  me  under 
y<>nr  hand,  and  you  are  to  order  the  Cap*,  with  his  Ensign  &  25 
meU;  to  the  town  of  Eastou,  &  y  Lieut,  and  other  25  men  to  Reading, 
there  to  remain  as  a  guard  till  further  orders,  &  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  march  at  an  Hours  warning. 

t  If  you  do  not  find  that  Company  in  order  and  fit  to  march,  you  are 
to  make  return  to  me  of  the  fact  as  soon  as  Possible;  that  other 
measures  may  be  taken. 
8  March,  1756. 

Indorsed, 
Gov™  Lre  to  Coll,  Clapham. 


Instructions  to  Jonas  Seely,  1756. 

Sir: 

In  my  Instructions  to  you  of  the  27^^  January*  last,  Ton  were 
ordered,  when  ever  the  Company  of  Grenadiers  marched  from  the 
Town  of  Reading,  to  take  Twenty  five  Men  into  the  Pay  of  the 
Province,  and  to  post  them  in  that  Town  as  a  Guard.  But  as  the 
Commissioners  and  myself  think  that  the  sending  of  a  Number  of 
Men  from  the  internal  parts  of  the  Province  will  be  the  means  of 
strengthening  the -Frontiers,  You  are,  therefore,  not  to  take  any 
Notice  of  that  part  of  my  Instruction  till  you  receive  further  orders 
firom  me. 

To  Jonas  Seely,  Esq'. 
Philad*,  10  Maroli,1756. 

Indorsed. 
Orders  to  Jonas  Seely,  lOt"*  March,  1756» 

*  See  it  on  page  566.  f  Also  p.  54G. 
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Commission  to  Edwabd  Shifpen,  &c.  1756. 

By  the  Honoiurable  Eobert  Hunter  Morrisy  Esq',  lieulenant 
rL  8 1      ^oyernor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Provinoe  of 
1-  *    '-■      Pennsylvania  and  Counties  of  Newoastle,  Kent^  and  Sos* 
8eZ|  upon  Delaware. 

To  Edward  Shippen,  Samiiel  MorriB^  Alexander  Stedman  and  Samuel 
MoCall|  Jun',  EsqoireSi 

Greeting : 

Whxbeas  the  late  General  Braddoek,  by  his  Commionon,  under 
his  Hand  and  Seal,  dated  the  Twenty-seoond  Day  of  April  last,  did 
empower  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  the  said  Province,  Esquire,  to  pro- 
cure, and  contract,  and  agree  for  the  Hire  of  One  hundred  and  ffifty 
Waggons  and  Teams,  and  a  Number  of  Carriage  Horses  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's Service ;  And  thereby  promised  to  ratify  and.  confirm  the 
Contracts  and  Agreements  of  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin,  made  in 
Consequence  of  the  said  Commission,  and  conformable  to  the  In- 
structions therewith  delivered  him,  as  by  the  said  Commission  and 
Instructions  appears.  And  Whereas,  as  well  the  said  Benja"  Frank- 
lin as  divers  other  persons,  at  the  Instance  and  by  the  Orders  and 
Directions  of  the  said  General  Braddock,  did  contract  with  sundry 
Persons  in  the  several  Provinces  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  for  the  Hire  of  a  considerable  Number  of 
Waggons,  Teams,  and  Carriage  Horses  and  other  Things,  on  certain 
terms.  Considerations  and  Hire,  paid  and  to  be  paid,  agreeable  to 
the  said  Instructions,  which  were  actually  employed  for  the  trans- 
porting of  Provisions  and  Stores  for  the  Troops  under  the  Comand 
of  the  said  General  Braddock,  and  several  of  them  were  aftenrards 
lost  in  the  said  Service.  And  the  said  General  Braddock  being  since 
deceased,  without  fully  satisfying  the  owners  of  the  said  Waggons 
and  Horses  for  the  Hire  and  Loss  thereof.  Application  for  the  same 
hath  been  made,  on  their  Behalf,  unto  his  Excellency  William  Shir- 
ley, Esquire,  now  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his  Majesty's  Forces 
in  America,  Who,  willing  that  Justice  shou'd  be  done  between  the 
Crown  and  the  Subject,  and  Payment  made  of  what  remains  justly 
due  on  Account  of  the  Premises,  hath  desired  and  Authorised  me, 
the  said  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  to  commissionate  and  ap- 
point some  fit  and  proper  Persons  to  audit,  adjust,  and  settle  the 
Accounts  and  demand  yet  remaining  unsatisfied,  relative  to  the  Hire, 
Damages  and  Loss  accrued  on  Account  of  the  said  Waccons  and 
Horses,  to  the  several  Owners  thereof,  in  Conjunction  with  Bobert 
Leake,  Esquire,  Commissary  General  of  the  Stores  and  Provisions 
to  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  America.  Enow  Te  that  I,  the 
said  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  have  therefore  nominated,  commision- 
ated,  and  appointed^  And  by  these  presents  do  nominatCi  cominis. 
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Bionate,  and  appoint  You,  tbe  said  Edward  Shippen,  Samnel  Morris, 
Alexander  Stedman,  and  Samuel  McCall,  or  any  three  of  you,  in 
Conjunction  with  the  said  Eobert  Leake,  Esquire,  to  audit,  liquidate, 
adjust  and  settle  the  Accounts^  Claims,  and  Demands  of  the  several 
Owners  of  all  suoh  Waggons,  Teams  and  Horses,  and  other  things 
which  wei^  so  hired  and  employed  in  the  said  Service  yet  remaining 
unsatisfied ;  And  distinctly  to  state  each  Persons  Account,  as  weU 
for  the  Hire  as  for  the  Damage  and  Loss,  partial  or  total,  of  all  and 
every  Waggon,  Team,  and  Horse,  and  other  Thing  so  contracted  for, 
used,  employed,  or  lost  in  the  said  Service,  And  made  Report  thereof 
under  your  Hands,  or  the  Hands  of  any  three  of  you,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  he. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  lesser  Seal  of  the  said  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia,  the  Thirty-first  Day  of  January, 
In  the  Twenty-Ninth  Year  of  hb  Majesty's  Reign,  Aonoq. 
Domini,  1766. 

RQBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Whereas  it  has  heen  represented,  that  the  necessary 
[Loco.  Sig.]  attendance  on  the  Execution  of  the  above  Commission 
breaks  in  too  much  upon  the  private  affairs  of  the  Per- 
sons therein  named,  I  have  therefore  thousbt  ^t,  for  the  better  Dis- 
patch of  the  said  Business,  to  appoint  John  Ingliss,_of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  Merchant,  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Execution 
of  the  said  Commission ;  Hereby  giving  and  granting  to  him,  the 
said  John  Ingliss,  the  same  Powers  and  Authorities  that  are  given 
to  any  of  the  said  Comissioners  in  and  by  the  said  Commission,  in  as 
full  and  ample  manner  as  if  he  had  been  therein  originally  nominated 
and  constituted  one  of  the  said  Comissioners. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  lesser  Seal  of  the  said  Province,  at 
Phihdelphia,  this  Thirteenth  Day  of  March,  1756. 

BOBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 
(Copy.) 
IndorBea, 

13  March,  1756.  Copy  Governor  Morris's  Commission  to  Ed. 
Shippen.  Sam.  Morris,  A.  Stedman,  to  settle  Accounta  with  Wag- 
goners, AC. 

Election  of  Lieut,  op  Company  of  Dock  Waed,  1756. 

To  the  Hononrable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Governor 
&  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  &  Coun* 
ties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  &  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

May  it  please  Tour  Honour : 

That  we  Certify,  That  on  the  Twentieth  day  of  this  instant,  March, 

The  Freemen  of  Dock  Ward,  in  the  City  of  Phikdelphia^  did;  by  a 

♦  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VII.  p.  10. 
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Majority  of  Votes  in  tbe  way  of  Ballot,  Chnse  Mr.  John  Nixon  m 
Lieutenant  of  the  Company  of  Dock  Ward,  aforesaid  in  the  Stead  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Willingi  the  late  Lieutenant  of  the  said  Company^  who 
was  pleas'd  to  Resign  his  Commission. 

OiTen  under  our  Hands  this  twenty-third  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  1756. 

ABRAHAM  USHER, 
HU.  DAREY, 
JOHN  PALMER. 
Indorsed. 

Return  of  Freemen  of  Dock  Ward  of  John  Nixon,  to  be  Ensign 
in  the  Room  of  Mr.  Thos.  Willing,  23d  March,  1756. 

Gov'  said  he  did  not  know  whether  the  Law  authorized  this  Re- 
turn.* 


Instkuctions  or  Captain  Dumas,  1756. 

Dumas  Capitaine  d'infanterie  Comandant  de  la  Belle  Riviere  et  ses 
Dependanoes. 

IL  Est  Ordonnie  an  Sieur  Donville  Enseigne  en  second  de  Partie 
k  la  t6te  d'un  Detachment  de  Cinquante  Sauvages  pour  aller  observer 
les  MouvemcDs  dcs  flnnemis  sur  Ics  Derriores  du  Fort  Camberlan. 

IL  S  dtachcra  h  harccler  leurs  Convofs  et  tentera  de  bruler  leurs 
Magazins  de  Canagiechuic  si  cette  Expedition  est  practicable. 

IL  ne  negligera  Rien  pour  faire  quelques  Prisoniers  qui  puissent 
nous  confirmer  Ce  que  nous  s^avons  dejk  des  Desseins  de  L'Ennemie. 

LE  Sieur  Donville  employera  touts  ses  Talents  et  tout  son  Gr^it 
&  empecher  les  Sauvages  d'user  d'aucune  Cruaiite  sur  Ceux  qui  lorn- 
beront  entre  leurs  Mains  L'honneur  et  L'humanit^  doiv4nt  en  cela 
nous  servir  de  Guide. 

Fait  au  Fort  Duquesne,  Le  28  Mars,  1756. 

DDMAS.t 

Indorsed, 

^     23  Mar.  1756.    A  French  Letter.    Lre  of  Cspl»  Dumas,  Com- 
mander at  Fort  Dusquesne. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  p.  76,  declared  by  Attorney  General  not  war- 
ranted by  Aets  of  Assembly. 

JRec'd  inclosed  in  a  Letter  from  Col.  Waehington,  dated  April  9tli,  page 
,  postea.  This  order  was  found  in  the  pocket  of  Mr.  Donyille,  who  was 
killed  in  ^n  action  shortly  after ;  see  Letter  of  Col.  Washinton,  April,  postea. 
See  also  Letter  from  Edward  Shippen,  giving  particulars  of  this  action, 
April  4th,  page  608. 
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Orders  and  Instructions  to  John  Steel,  Esq.,  1756. 

With  these  InstnictioDs  jou  will  recieve  a  Commission  appointing 
you  Captain  of  a  Company  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  which  is  to  be 
made  up  by  Draughts  of  thirteen  men  out  of  Each  of  the  Companys 
composed  by  James  Burd,  Hanse  Hamilton,  James  Patterson,  and 
Hugh  Mercer,  Esq^.,  to  whom  I  now  send  orders  to  make  the 
Draughts  accordingly,  and  also  a  Commission  appointing  James  Hol- 
lowday  your  Lieuten^  You  will  therefore,  aa  soon  as  may  be  after 
your  arrival  in  Cumberland  County,  send  an  officer  with  my  orders 
to  the  several  Captains  to  whom  they  are  Directed,  to  receive  from 
them  the  Draughts  agreeable  to  my  orders.  When  you  have  formed 
your  Company  you  are  to  take  poet  at  McDowell's  mill,  upon  the 
road  to  the  Ohio,  which  you  are  to  make  yonr  Head  Quarters,  and 
to  detach  Patroling  partjs  from  time  to  time  to  scour  the  woods,  in 
such  manner  as  you  shall  Judge  most  consistant  with  the  safety  of 
the  Inhabitants.  In  case  any  of  the  men  you  recieve  should  be  un- 
fit for  service,  you  are  to  pay  and  discharge  them,  and  inlist  others 
in  their  stead,  taking  care  to  observe  the  form  of  Inlistment  pre- 
scribed to  Cap*.  Potter,  from  whom  you  will  recieve  Coppys  of  the 
papers  necessary  to  Guide  you  in  this  particular. 

You  are  to  inform  me  from  time  to  time  of  what  yon  do,  and  of 
every  thing  material  that  Happens  upon  that  part  of  the  frontier^ 
and  of  the  number  &  motions  of  any  Body  of  French  or  Indians 
that  yon  shall  recieve  Intelligence  of. 

You  are  to  apply  to  M'.  Adam  Hoops,  for  the  Provincial  allow- 
ance of  Provision  for  the  men  under  your  Command. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  this  twenty  fifth  day  of  March,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Orders  of  Instructions  to  John  Steele,  Esq^  ^ 

26  March,  1756. 


Orders  to  James  Burd,  1766. 

8ir: 

Upon  Receipt  of  this  order  you  are  to  draught  thirteen  private 
men  out  of  the  Company  under  your  Command,  which  you  are  to 
deliver  to  John  Steel,  Esq''.,  who  I  have  appointed  Captain  of  a  Com- 
pany, to  be  made  up  of  Draughts  out  of  yours  and  some  other  of 
the  Companys  in  Cumberland  County,  or  to  one  of  his  officers,  to- 
gether with  a  certificate  of  their  several  inlisfments,  and  an  account 
of  what  pay  they  have  reoieved  and  what  is  due  to  them  respect- 
ively, and  yon  are  to  let  the  men  that  are  so  Draughted  out  of  your 
Company,  take  with  them  their  Arms  &  Blankets  belonging  to  the 
Vol.  IL— 26 
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ProYtDce,  for  which  you  ure  to  take  a  Beciept  from  the  officer  to 
whom  you  deliver  the  men. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  twenty  fi.fbh  day  of  March,  1756. 
To  James  Burd,  Esq'.,  Captain  of  *&  Company  of  foot  in  the  pay  of 
the  Province. 

The  Like  to  Captains 

Hanoe  Hamiltov, 
Jambs  Patterson, 
Hugh  Mercer 
Indorsed. 

Dft  Orders  to  y*  Captains  of  Camberland  to  Draught  13  men 
Each  for  Cap*.  Steel.    March  25,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  John  Potter,  1756. 

March  25*  1756. 
Sir: 

Being  informed  that  yon  have  not  yet  begun  the  fort  I  instructed 
you  to  build  some  time  ago,  I  think  it  necessary  to  order  that  that 
work  be  postponed  for  the  Present^  and  that  you  employ  the  Com- 
pany under  your  Command,  in  the  manner  you  Judge  most  for  the 
safety  of  the  Inhabitants  upon  the  frontiers  of  Peters  at^d  Hamilton 
townshipsi  taking  such  posts  there,  Erecting  such  Stuckados,  and 
ordering  such  Patrolls  as  you  shall  think  Best  till  you  have  my 
further  orders. 

I  am  your  Humbl.  Serv^ 

R.  H.  M. 

To  John  Potter,  Esq'.,  Cap^  of  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  pay  oi 
the  Province. 
Jv  dor  fed. 

Gov  to  John  Pptter.    25»  Mar.,  1756. 


Orders  op  Gov.  Morris  to  Capts,  op  Cumberland  Co't, 

1756. 

Philad*,  March  28%  1756. 
Sir: 

Havinff  appointed  Elisha  Saltar,  Esq**.,  Commissary  Gen*  of  the 
Musters  for  the  Province  of  Pensilyania,  I  now  send  him  into  the 
County  of  Cumberland  to  Muster  &  Examine  the  troops  employd 
there  in  the  service  and  pay  of  this  Provinoe,  you  will  therefore  de- 
liver to  him  the  Muster  EoU  of  your  Company,  under  your  own 
Oath  and  that  of  your  officers;  &  Draw  up  your  men  before  him  at 
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stioh  time  and  place  as  he  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  that  he 
may  master  and  examine  them,  and  the  several  certificates  of  their 
Inlistment,  which  jon  will  deliver  to  him  for  that  purpose;  at  such 
time  as  the  Commissary  shall  signifie  to  you  his  intention  to  move 
to  fort  LyteUtortj  you  are  to  furnish  him  with  an  Escort  6u£Scient  to 
conduct  him  thither,  which  you  are  to  detach  under  y*  command  of  a 
Commission  officer.* 

I  have  orderd  The  Commissary  to  examine  into  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  arms,  accoutriments.  Blankets,  Provisions  and  tools 
belonging  to  the  Province^  and  remaining  with  your  Company ;  you 
will  therefore  lay  these  several  matters  before  him  for  his  inspection, 
and  by  him  you  will  signifio  to  me  what  you  think  further  necessary 
for  the  use  of  your  Company,  or  the  fort  under  your  command. 

You  will  transmit  to  me,  by  the  Commissary,  a  Copy  of  the  Jour- 
nal, which,  by  your  Instructions,  you  was  directed  to  keep. 

To  John  Potter,  Esq'.,  Captain  of  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  pay 
of  the  Province. 

The  like  to  Hamilton,  Mercer,  Burd  &  Patterson. 

Indorsed, 

Orders  to  the  Captains  in  Cumberland  County  respecting  the  Com- 
missary of  the  Musters. 

March  28%  1756. 


Ordebs  of  Gov.  Morris  to  E.  Shippeh,  1756. 

Philadelphia,  28  March,  1756. 
Sir: 

Being  informd  that  there  is  an  immediate  ^ant  of  Ammunition 
for  the  use  of  the  Provincial  Troops  posted  in  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland, I  order  you  forwith  to  send  to  W""-  Buchanan  &  Adam 
Hoops,  at  Carlisle,  for  their  service,  all  the  Powder  and  Lead  that 
remains  undisposed  of  in  your  hands,  belonging  to  the  Oovemment. 
If  an  Opportunity  does  not  forthwith  offer  of  a  Waggon  for  convey- 
ing it  to  Carlisle,  you  are  then  to  hire  one  for  that  purpose,  using 
all  the  dispatch  possible,  and  transmitt  an  account  of  the  quan- 
tity sent,  together  w^  the  Charge  of  Carriage  to  the  Commissioners 
here. 

Indorsed. 
Mt  to  M'.  Shippen.    March  28«',  1756. 

*  In  Hamilton's  orders — to  Fort  Shirleyy  Mercers — To  Fort  OranviUef  in 
Bnrds — to  Pom/ret  Cattle  or  Pattertonafort,  and  in  Pattersons, — ffcarru^M  ferry. 

From  your  own  or  CapU  Steele  Company ^  or  both  as  you  ehall  Judge  beetf-^ 
(only  to  Potter.) 
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Ordbrs  JiSJ)  Instructions  to  K  Saltab,  1756. 

PhUad%  March  28*^,  175«. 
Sir: 

With  these  instnictions  joa  will  reoeive  mj  Oommission  appointaog 
you  Commissary,  Gen^  of  the  masters  for  this  Proyinoe,  to  which 
yoa  will  qnalifie  yourself  By  taking  the  oaths  to  the  Oovemment 
and  an  oath  to  the  trae  and  faithful  discharge  of  your  office,  before 
some  person  having  authority  to  administer  the  same,  oC  aU  which 
you  are  to  get  a  CerUficate  indorsed  on  the  back  of  your  commis- 

•iOD. 

You  are  to  apply  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  dispose  of  ye 
sixty  thousand  pounds  for  such  money  as  they  may  think  necessary 
to  trust  in  your  Hands,  and  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and  you 
mre  to  dispose  of  such  money  agreeable  to  the  Instructions  you 
will  receive  from  them  for  the  purpose,  taking  care  to  keep  an  exact 
acootint  of  every  payment  yoa  make,  that  yoa  may  be  enabled  to 
give  in  your  acc^  upon  oath. 

As  soon  as  you  are  furnished  with  the  money  and  InstnictioDs 
from  the  Commissioners,  you  are  to  proceed  into  Cumberland  County 
by  the  way  of  Lancaster  &  York,  and  so  to  McDowells  Mills  which 
stands  upon  the  new  Road  to  the  Allegheny,  where  you  will  fiod 
some  men  under  .the  Command  of  John  Potter,  Esq'.,  who  has 
been  some  time  raising  a  company  for  the  Defence  of  the  Fron- 
tiers of  that  County,  to  whom  you  are  to  deliver  the  orders  here- 
with given  yoa,  directed  to  him  requiring  him  to  muster  his  Com- 
pany, or  such  men  as  are  raised  at  such  time  and  place-  as  you 
shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  and  you  are  accordingly  to  muster  the 
men,  call  over  their  names  and  Examine  their  several  enlistmenis, 
and  satisfie  yourself  that  the  persons  appearing  &  those  whose  names 
are  inserted  in  the  oertifioates  of  inlistmcnt  are  the  same,  and  of  tte 
persons  appearing  at  such  muster  you  are  to  make  a  true  l»t  ia 
which  yoa  are  to  set  down  the  names  of  the  Officers  and  men,  together 
with  the  dates  of  the  offioers  commissions,  the  age  of  each  solder, 
his  trade,  the  time  of  his  inlistmcnt  &  the  country  in  w*^  be  WK 
bom,  which  muster  Roll  you  are  to  compare  with  the  muster  fiolb 
Returned  to  you  under  the  oaths  of  the  offioers,  and  if  they  in  anj 
thing  Differ,  you  are  to  Enquire  into  the  cause  of  Such  Difierenoe, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  me.  When  you  have  thus  mustered  Cb^ 
tain  Potters  men,  you  are  to  pay  them  or  not  agreeable  to  the  In- 
structions  you  will  receive  from  the  Commissioners  upon  that  head 
From  Cap*  Potters  company,  you  are  to  Proceed  along  the  new  Road 
to  Fort  Lytellton,  under  an  Escort  which  I  have  orderd  Cap'  Potter 
to  furnish  yon  with  and  from  Fort  Lytellton  to  Fort  Shirley,  and  so  ^ 
to  Fort  Qranville  and  Pomfret  Castle,  under  the  Escorts  which  the 
Commanders  of  those  forts  will  respectively  furnish,  and  to  miotcf 
the  several  companys  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  either  together  or 
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when  separated  upon  detachments  as  jon  shall  Jadge  it  most  Con- 
Tenient  and^oonsistant  witn  the  duty  upon  which  thej  maj  be 
employd. " 

In  mustering  the  several  companjs  or  detachments,  yon  are  to  ob- 
serve the  same  caution  to  examine  the  Inlistments,  and  returns  of 
the  officers  in  the  same  manner  in  every  respect  as  yon  are  directed 
to  do  as  to  Captain  Potters  men,  and  to  make  true  &  regular  Rolls 
or  Lists  of  Each  com  pan  v. 

You  are  at  the  time  of  mustering  or  as  soon  after  as  conveniently 
you  can  to  pay  the  several  officers,  and  men  agreeable  to  the  In* 
structions^on  will  receive  from  the  commissioners. 

And  whereas  I  have  ordered  the  several  captains  Burd,  Hamilton^ 
Patterson  &  Mercer,  to  Draught  thirteen  such  out  of  their  respeo- 
sive  companys  which  I  have  directed  to  be  delivered  together  with 
the  certificates  of  their  inlistment  to  John  Steel,  Esq.,  whom  I  have 
appointed  to  command  them  as  a  captain,  and  directed  to  take  post 
at  McDowells  mills.  If  you  find  the  said  company  formed,  you  are 
to  muster  and  pay  the  several  men  so  Draughted  from  the  time  of 
their  respective  inlistm^nts,  or  from  that  of  their  last  payment. 

Yon  are  to  keep  an  Exact  Journal  of  your  proceedings  in  which 
you  are  to  set  down  every  thing  material  that  you  observe,  or  meet 
with  upon  this  service,  and  every  payment  you  make,  ooppy  of 
which  you  are  to  return  to  me. 

You  are  to  Betum  to  me  lists  or  Rolls  of  the  several  Oompanys 
you  shall  muster  pursunt  to  these  Instructions,  and  as  yon  will  be  re- 
quired to  sware  that  the  same  are  Just  and  true,  you  wtll  be  very 
oarefull  in  making  them  up. 

You  are  to  examin  into  the  state*  and  condition  of  the  arms  Am- 
munition, Blankets,  accoutrements,  tools  and  Provisions  belonging 
to  the  Province,  and  remaining  with  Each  Company,  of  which  you 
are  to  return  me  an  exact  account. 

As  soon  as  you  have  executed  the  several  matters  committed  to 
you  by  these  Instructions,  in  which  you  will  use  the  greatest  dis- 
patch, you  are  to  return  immediately  to  Philad%  and  make  a  full 
report  to  me  of  your  transactions. 

Indorsed, 

Instructions  to  Elisha  Saltar,  commissary  Gen>.  of  the  Mustersy 
for  the  Province  of  Pennsilvania. 
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H,  Pox  TO  Qov,  Shielet,  1756, 

WhitehaU,  March  81-*,  1756v 
Sir: 

It  haviDg  been  represented  to  the  King  that  your  presence  in  Eng- 
land, may  be  very  nsefull  &  necessary  to  his  Majesty's  Service  at 
this  time,  as  yon  are  able  to  give  many  lights  &  Information  rela- 
tive to  the  State  of  affairs  in  North  America,  I  am  to  signify  to  yon 
his  Maj^'*  pleasure,  that  as  soon  as  yon  shall  receive  this  Letter 
from  Colonel  Webb,  who  is  appointed  Commander-in-Chidf  in  North 
America,  you  do  repair  to  England  with  all  possible  Expedition, 
having  first  delivered  to  CoL  "Vt^bb  all  snob  papers  as  relate  to  the 
King's  Service.  - 

I  am  with  great  Truth  &  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

H.  FOX. 

P.  S.  That  there  may  not  be  the  least  Delay,  H.  M.  has  given 
Directions  to  the  Lords  of  Admiralty,  who  have  order'd  a  Frigate  to 
receive  you  on  board,  &  proceed  w*^  you  directly  to  England. 

H.  P. 

Indorsed. 
From  H.  Fox  to  Gov'  Shirley: 


Gov.  MoEBis,  TO  Gov.  Hardy,  1756. 

Sir: 

I  am  honor'd  with  two  of  your  favours  since  I  wrote  you  last,  and 
do  not  see  how  any  other  plan  can  be  laid  for  attacking  Indians  than 
you  have  proposed  of  finding  out  their  places  of  abode  and  going  to 
A  attacking  them  there.  The  Great  or  Laurell  Swamp  you  mention 
IS  what  they  pass  through  in  their  way  to  &  from  Wioming&  Nesko- 
pekin,  where  they  have  chiefly  resided  till  lately,  but  upon  some  ap- 
prehensions of  being  attacked  by  us  they  have  moved  to  a  place 
covered  by  a  steep  Mountain  on  one  side  and  by  the  East  Branch  of 
Sasquehanna  on  the  other,  where  they  think  themselves  more  secure. 
Thb  I  learnt  from  two  Indians  that  I  sent  for  intelligence  up  that 
river,  who  are  lately  returned.  The  Commissioners  have  consented 
to  the  building  a  fort  at  Shamokin  and  have  desired  me  to  raise  four 
hundred  men  for  that  purpose,  which  I  am  now  doing  with  all  the 
despatch  in  my  Power,  and  upon  my  laying  your  last  letters  before 
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them  they  agreed  ihat  I  mighl  employ  those  men  after  completing 
that  fort,  ia  coDJanction  with  the  troops  of  the  neighbouring 
Govemm^  for  annoying  the  Enemy.  Bat  it  will  be  late  before  that 
work  is  done,  as  the  place  is  distant  and  no  wagon  road  to  it. 

I  wish  the  six  Nations  at  the  late  treaty  had  come  to  some  Vigor- 
ons  resolutions  with  regard  to  the  Delawares,  in  case  they  refused  to 
comply  with  what  their  Deputies  were  directed  to  recommend.  For 
as  the^French  seem  to  have  taken  the  Delawares  under  their  Protec- 
tion tis  not  improbable  they  may  pay  like  regard  to  that  message. 

Our  Commissioners  have  also  agreed  to  give  a  reward  for  Indian 
Prisoners  and  Scalps  from  100  to  150  pieces  of  Eight  each,  and  I  am 
pressd  to  declare  war  against  the  Delawares  and  by  Proclamation  to . 
offer  those  rewards.  But  as  the  neighbouring  Governments  will  be 
affected  by  it  I  have  declined  till  1  can  hear  from  you  on  the  Head. 
The  Indians  here  whom  I  have  consulted  seem  to  approve  the  thing 
&  will  give  ine  their  full  answer  this  week.  These  measures  seem  to 
me  right  as  those  of  the  Six  Nations  that  lived  among  the  Delawares 
have  had  full  time  to  return  into  their  own  Country,  and  such  others 
as  were  our  friends  have  been  invited  into  our  settlements,  And  as 
numbers  of  People  acquainted  with  the  woods  will  form  themselves 
into  partys  &  seek  the  enemies  in  their  Haunts. 

My  Assembly  meets  to-morrow,  and  I  shall  then  know  whether 
they  will  come  into  a  Law  for  establishing  Military' discipline  among 
the  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  without  which  our  numbers 
will  be  of  Little  use,  and  the  fortff  we  have  built  will  be  in  danger  of 
falling  into  the  Hands  of  our  Enemies,  every  officer  &  soldier  think- 
ing himself  at  Liberty  to  leave  his  station  whenever  the  service  be- 
comes disagreeable  to  him. 

Indorsed, 

Gov  Morris  to  Gov'  Hardy,  4  April,  1766. 


Bbtubn  op  Field  Oppiobrs,  Phladblphia  County,  1756. 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq',  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor &  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pcnsilvania  & 
Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex  on  Delaware : 

We  the  Captains,  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns  of  th^  Eight  Companies 
of  Foot  Militia,  legally  chosen,  Commissioned  and  formed  into  a 
Begiment  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  said  Province,  *^ 
send  Greeting. 

May  It  please  your  Honour: 

That  we  certify  that  at  a  meeting  of  us  this  day,  pursuant  to  an 
Act  of  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Province,  Intitled  'VA.n  Act 
for  better  Ordering  and  Regulating  such  as  are  williDg  and  desirous 
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to  be  united  for  militarj  parpoees  witbin  this  Plrovinoe/'  We  did 
proceed  to  tbe  choice  of  a  Colonel,  Lieatenent-Golonel  and  Major  for 
the  Regiment,  and  by  a  majority  of  Votce,  in  the  way  of  Ballot, 
Mr.  Jacob  Dnch^  was  choeen  Colonel^  Jamea  Goultas,  Esq',  was 
chosen  LientenantpColonel,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Byles  was  Chosen  Major 
of  the  said  Regiment.  Which  wc  humbly  sabmit  to  your  Honour 
for  your  approbation  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  the  second 
day  of  Apnl,  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  or  His  Majesty's  Reign,  and 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1756. 

Jacob  Woitman,    [l.  b.]  Joseph  Lssoh, 

Dan'l  MaceaneTi   [l.  b.]  John  Yanhorn, 

Jacob  Duffibld,     [l.  b.]  John  Stillwaqen, 

Lawekntz  Cab,      [l.  s.]  Thob.  Wells, 
Oeorqe  Bartholomew,  [l.  b.]  Jacob  Nagleb, 

Wm.  Bey,        [l.  b.]  Isaac  Ashton, 

Wm.  Allen,    [l.  b. J  Will.  Parb, 

Jacob  Eaolb,  [l.  b.]  Jacob  Hall, 

BiMON  Thomas,    [l.  b*}  Saml.  Soirr, 

Joseph  RusK|      [l.  b.]  Jamsb  Tatloe,     i 

Imlorned. 

Philad*  County — ^Return  of  Fteld  Officers,  Jacob  Duchd,  Colonel; 
James  Coultas,  Lieu^  Col. :  Daniel  Byles,  Major.  Commissions  dated 
9»>»  April,  1756. 


L.  B.' 

:            -i 

L.  8. 

t 

L.  B. 

L.  8. 

[L.  s.; 

L.  6. 

L.  8." 
L-  8.' 

L.  8.; 

[L.8j 

Ed.  Shippkk  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Lancaster,  4th  April,  1756. 
Honoured  Sir, 

I  receired  the  inclosed  just  now  from  M'.  Hoops;  And  bekw  is 
a  Copy  of  a  paragraph  of  a  Letter  to  M'.  George  Ross  from  M'. 
Alricks.  The  small  Forts,  whioh  M'.  Hoops  mentions,  were  thought 
by  the  poor  distressed  people  a  good  Security  against  a  small  pvty 
of  Indians;  &  tho'  they  might  not  have  thought  them* a  sufficient 
Protection  from  the  £nemy,  ezolusive  of  the  Provincial  Fort^  yet 
they  were  an  Additional  Encouragement  to  them  to  stand  their 
Ground. 

Yesterday,  by  Jacob  Elyne,  I  sent  away  to  Mess'*.  Buchannan  h 
Hoops,  at  Carlisle,  Six  half  Barrels  of  Powder  &  97ilb  of  Swan 
Shott,  which  was  ail  that  remained  in  my  Hands.  I  iiave  not  thne 
to  draw  out  the  Acco^  of  the  Distribution  of  the  Powder  &  Lead 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  VoL  VII.,  p.  70-72. 
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bdongitig  to  the  Ooyenimeiit,  but  shall  take  Care  to  send  it  by  the 
next  Opportunity. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  Affectionate, 
humble  Servant, 

EDWD.  SHIPPEN. 
.     To  the  Honw*»  the  Governor. 

Paragraph  of  M'.  Alrick's  Letter. 

*' Patterson's  Fort  was  attacked  yesterday  by  a  considerable  Nam- 
''  ber  of  Indians  on  the  opposite  Side  of  the  Creek,  but  received  no 
'«  Damage,  and  several  Shotts  were  heard  towards  M'.  Burd's  Fort.'* 

3l8t  March,  1756. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon»»«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  Favour  of  M^  Jas.  Webb. 

Indancd, 

Lancaster,  4  Apr.  1756,  Edward  Shippen. 


Gov,  Hardy  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  4tli  April,  1756. 
Sir, 

Daring  your  Absence  from  Philadelphia  I  received  a  Letter  from 
M'.  Peters  of  the  25th  March,  Inclosing  Copys  of  two  Letters  from 
you,  and  the  Agreement  of  your  Commissioners,  M'.  Peters  Imagin- 
ing from  my  last  Letter  to  you  that  I  had  not  received  them. 

My  Assembly  are  now  adjourned,  after  their  long  sitting,  to  the 
27th  Instant;  before  this  Adjournment  I  passed  a  Bill,  in  which 
provision  is  made  for  a  Number  of  Men  not  exceeding  400,  to  Act  in 
Conjunction  with  New  Jersey  and  Pensylvania,  in  an  Offensive  War 
against  the  Indians;  as  your  Commissioners  want  a  plan  of  opera- 
tions, I  should  be  glad  you  would  Form  one,  and  do  me  the  favour 
to  Communicate  it  to  me ;  the  Services  to  be  performed  by  those 
Forces,  should  they  be  raised,  being  in  your  Province,  you  will 
much  better  inform  yourself  of  the  places  of  Betreat  than  I  can 
possibly  do,  and  the  Season  advances  so  fast,  that  will  render 
removing  the  Indians  from  their  hiding  places  much  more  difficult,  if 
the  time  for  Executing  it  is  much  longer  delayed. 

26* 
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The  Day  before  Yesterday  I  receiTed  an  Express  from  Sir  William 
JohnsoDy  who  is  again  retamed  to  the  German  Flatts,  where  he  is 
Colleoting  the  Militia  and  Indians,  npon  Intelligence  from  the 
Onejdas  and  Cap^  Williams,  posted  at  the  Great  Carrying  place, 
that  a  great  Body  of  Indians  had  cutt  off  a  Lientenent  and  his 
Party  that  was  posted  at  a  Magazine  about  four  miles  from  him, 
that  the  same  Indians  had  besett  his  Fort,  and  I  fear  they  have  cutt 
off  some  Battoes  that  had  just  got  over  the  Carrying  Place,  with 
Gun  Powder  and  Ordnance  Stores ;  the  Situation  of  the  Garrison 
at  Oswego  mifet  from  this  Circumstance  be  Terrible,  as  our  Advices 
before  Inferm'd  us  of  their  being  greatly  distressed  for  want  of  Pro- 
Tisions ;  if  Sir  William  Johnson  does  not  soon  drive  those  Indians, 
and  the  French  we  may  suppose  are  mixed  with  them,  all  Commu- 
nication with  Oswego  must  be  cutt  off. 

I  have  sent  Expresses  to  Sir  William  Johnson  and  to  the  Com- 
manding Officers  of  the  several  Corps,  and  RecommMided  it  to  them 
to  Consult  together,  and  speedily  take  the  necessary  and  proper 
measures  on  the  present  Emergencys.  We  had  an  Alarm  some 
days  ago  of  this  kind.  But  on  Indian  Scouts  going  out  without  dis- 
covering any  Enemy,  it  was  believed  False,  and  Sir  William  Johnson 
then  at  the  German  Flatts  with  a  Strong  Body  of  Militia^  dismissed 
them,  and  returned  himself  home ;  But  I  wish  the  present  does  not 
turn  out  a  very  serious  affair;  it  Appears  to  me,  and  indeed  I  have 
long  expected  it,  that  the  French  will  attempt  at  all  Events,  by 
means  of  their  Indians,  to  cutfr  off  and  Impede  the  Transportation  of 
provisions  and  Stores  to  Oswego.  Copys  of  the  several  Letters  setit 
me,  I  sent  by  Express  Yesterday  to  General  Shirley;  by  a  Letter  I 
received  from  him  last  Night,  he  says  he  proposes  setting  out  for 
this  City  in  about  ten  days,  and^'ihat  a  Ship  Arrived  at  Boston  the 
28th  March  from  England,  who  sailed  in  Company  with  two  Men 
of  War  bound  to  Boston,  on  Board  which  are  all  the  Public  Lettcxs. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

&  Humble  Servant^ 

CHAS.  HABDT. 

The  Hon*"*  Governor  Morris. 

Jndanedf 

Fort  George,  4  Apr.  1766,  S'.  Charles  Hardy. 
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Elisha  Saltar  to y  1756. 

CarliBlo,  Ap'  4»  2  O'Olock. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  arrived  a  this  place  Ab*  12,  where  I  found  fresh  Alarms  from 
the  frontiers,  viz.,  on  the  29  of  March,  Pomfret  Castle  was  fir'd  on 
bj  a  party  of  Indians,  who  took  one  Hagh  Mitchettree  prisoner^  & 
they  are  Verry  scarce  of  provisions  &  Amanition. 

From  Fort  Granville,  31*'  March,  There  was  a  party  of  Indians,  4 
in  number,  within  one  mile  of  the  fort,  which  fort  is  so  Badly  stor'd 
with  Amnnition,  Not  having  three  Bounds  ^  man,  they  thought  it 
not  prudent  to  Venture  after  them. 

I  am  further  informed  there  ^ere  two  partys  of  Indians  seen  Yes* 
terday  within  a  mile  of  Shippens  Town,  but-Dont  hear  of  any  mis- 
chief Done  Yett.  I  think  it  highly  Necessary,  &  shall,  if  possible, 
get  an  Esi^ort  from  Adam  Hoop's,  to  go  the  Rounds  with  me,  as  I 
am  Verry  Sencible  Great  part  of  the  Souldiers  have  left  their  posts 
&  Come  to  the  Inhabitants,  particularly  from  fort  Granville.  If  I 
hear  no  more  of  them  I  shall  proceed,  whether  I  gett  an  Escort  or  no, 
&  if  I  gett  Certain  Intiligenoe  of  ther  Being  Abroad,  1  will  wait  till 
the  Charge  I  have  on  me  Can  be  Conducted  with  Safety. 

The  above  Ace**  is  matters  of  fact,  &  may  be  Depended  on. 
I  am;  Deur  Sir, 

Your  Verry 

Hum»  Ser*, 

ELISHA  SALTAR. 

P.  S.    All  their  Cry  is  Money  &  Amunition. 

jRdortted. 

Elisha  Saltar.    Carlisle,  4  Ap%  1756. 


Hans  Hamilton  to ,  1756. 

These  are  to  Inform  you  of  the  Malancoly  News  that  Oocurd  on 
the  2**  Instant,  came  to  y  fort  of  Captn  Alex.  Culbertson,  with  30 
men,  wholnform'd  us  that  the  Indians  had  taken  and  burnt  McCords 
Fort,  &Taken  many  Captives,  upon  the  News  of  which  DoC  Jame- 
son, ^ith  19  men  went  in  Comp^  with  Cap*  Jameson  men  over  Ray's 
&  near  Sideling  Hill,  &  Come  up  with  the  Indians  k  Captives,  &  a 
sore  Engagement  happen*' ;  there  is  only  5  of  our  men  returnd,  & 
mostly  wounded.  Cap*  Culbertson  &  Doc'  Jameson  is  thought  to  be 
Kild,  having  Rec^  several  wounds.  I  have  sent  a  Letter  to  Captn 
Potter,  Desiring  him  to  Come  &  Assist  us  to  bury  the  Dead^  &  for- 
ward an  Express  for  Vo^  Prentice. 
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We  are  Credibly  Inform*  that  y  following  men  are  killd : 
John  Reynold,  Wounded. 

Jabibs  Robertson,  Taylor,         Wm.  Reynolds, 
James  Robertson,  Weaver,        Wm.  Hunter, 
Jamss  Pibbce,  Matt.  Gutton, 

Daniel  Maoey,  James  Cammel, 

Wm.  Chambers,  John  McDonald, 

James  Blair,  John  Barnet, 

Henry  James, 

And  many  others  are  not  Return*.  Indian  Isaac  hath  brought 
in  the  Scalp  of  Capten  Jacobs,  and  we  are  Inform*  the  Indians  sw^ 
they"  Take  our  fort  if  they  Loose  100  men.  Our  men  Engaged 
about  2  hours,  being  about  36  in  Number,  &  we  should  have  had  the 
better  had  not  thirty  Indians  Came  to  their  Assistance.  Some  of 
our  men  fir*  24  Rounds  a  piece,  and  when  their  Amunition  Fail* 
were  obliged  to  Fly.*  .^^^  ^ 

^  ^  HANS  HAMILTON.t 

Coppy. 
Indonedf 

Hanoe  Hamilton,  Fort  Lyttleton,  4  Ap>,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

Being  informed  that  the  time  for  which  Cap"  Trexlers  Company 
engaged  in  the  Public  service  is  nigh  expiring,  and  that  they  decltre 
it  their  resolution  then  to  leave  the  fort  where  they  are  posted  od 
the  Northern  frontier ;  And  It  being  of  dangerous  consequence  to 
suffer  that  fort  to  be  left  without  a  garrison,  I  think  it  for  the  safety 
of  the  Provioce  to  order,  that  you  immediately  detadi  thirty  of  the 
men  of  your  Regiment,  under  a  Commission  officer,  to  take  post  at 
the  fort  where  Cap*  Trexlers  Company  are  at  Present  garrisoned,  and 
you  are  to  give  your  orders  to  the  officers,  you  shall  send'  on  this 
service  to  maintain  the  post,  and  to  keep  as  many  of  his  men  accai- 
iuff  between  the  forts  Allen  and  Lebanon,  as  is  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  fort 

You  will  apply  to  the  Commissioners  for  such  thing?  as  may  be 
necessary  for  this  detachm*  upon  their  march  and  in  garrison,  and 
you  are  to  order  Cap*.  Trexler  to  deliver  to  the  officer  you  shall  send 
such  arms,  amunition,  Blankets,  tools,  accoutrements  k  Provisions 
as  his  Company  may  have  belonging  to  the  Province,  of  which  he 
must  make  a  Return  to  you. 

Gov  to  Coll.  Clapham.     6  April,  1766. 
*  "  April  4.  1756,"  indorsement. 
Vn.;  p*77°*^*'  ^****'  ^^"  *^"*  *^  ^P*-  ^^**®''  ^P^  ®'  "*  ^^^*°-  ^^-^  ^* 
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Elisha  Saltar  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Carliale,  Ap'  5, 1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

Upon  my  Arrivall  here  I  found  the  people  in  the  Greatest  Gonfa- 
sion,  the  Troops  abandoning  the  forts,  &  the  Country  People  geather- 
iug  to  geatber  in  the  greatest  Consternation.  This  Evening  Came  Ez* 
press  the  Enclosed,  v^ich  is  thought  Necessary  by  most.  The  people 
of  this  County  Is  Enrag'd  ag<  the  Assembly  almost  to  Distraction, 
&  I  fear  they  will  Carry  their  Besentment  to  a  Great  Length  with 
them.  The  Indians  have  been  seen  on  this  Road  Verry  ktely  ;  I 
have  prevaild  on  the  People  that  Left  the  forts  to  Escort  me  as  far 
as  fort  Littleton,  which  Cou'd  not  Gett  others  to  do,  which  has  kept 
me  here  this  Pay.  I  have  Nothing  more  particular  worthy  your 
Notice,  am,  with  the  Greatest  Respect, 
Sir,  your 

Verry  HumV  Sei*, 

ELISHA  SALTAR. 

To  the  Hon"*  Rob*  H.  Morris,  Esq', 
Directed. 

On  his  Majestys  Service — ^To  The  Honb*«  Robert  Hunter  Morrii^ 
Esq'.,  Leiutenant  GoverflDur  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pensilvania. 

Indorsed. 

Elisha  Saltar.    Carlisle,  5  Ap',  2756. 


Caft.  Patterson  to  his  Wife,  1756. 

April  5, 1756. 
By  a  Letter  from  Cap^  Patterson,  (who  was  at  Carlyle)  to  ,his 
Wife,  we  are  informed  that  on  Monday,  the  29*^  March,  about  five  a 
Clock,  one  Hugh  Mitcheltree,  who  was  going  to  fodder  his  Cattle, 
was  carried  off  by  the  Indians;  about  Sundown  some  Indians  ap- 
peared on  the  Hill  opposite  to  Patterson's  Fort  and  fired  Six  Guns, 
a  Bullet^t  from  one  of  which  struck  the  Guard  House ;  about  Ten 
a  Clock  the  Same  night  the  Soldiers  heard  a  firing,  which  they  sup- 
posed to  be  at  Fort  Granville,  or  the  fort  at  Tuskarora,  &  imagine  it 
is  taken.     They  imagine  the  Firing  was  Canon  or  Plattoons. 


Ammunition  At  Lancaster,  &c,,  1756. 

An  Acco*  of  Twenty  half  Barrels  of  Gun  Powder,  &  Ten  hundred 
weight  of  Bar  Lead,  and  Three  hundred  weight  of  Swan  Shott  be- 
longing to  the  Hon^^«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq' ,  Governor,  sent 
by  John  Mifflin  Esq'.,  to  the  Care  of  Richard  Peters  Esq'.,  at  Ed- 
ward Shippen's  at  I^ncaster. 
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^  Dr. 

Novem*  8,  To  20  half  Barrels  of  Powder,  lOhd.  Oqr.  Olb.  Bar  Lead, 
and  8hd.  Oqr.  Olb  Swan  Shott,  (received  bjTho*  Bartholomews 
Waggon,)  which  being  reduced  to  neat  Weighty  will  be^  1000ft. 
Powder,  1120%.  Lead,  836  Swan  Shott. 

1755.  Cr. 

NoTembe'  20,  Bj  George  Steyenson  £sq^ 
^  Directions  of  Mr.  Peters,  - 
<<  Do.  By  James  Oalbreath  Esq'., 
''  24,  By  John  Armstrong,  Wm.  Buch« 
annan  &  Francis  West,  for  the  use  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Carlisle,  by  M'. 
Peters  Directions, 
*'  26,  By  Conrad  Weiser  Esq'.,  sent  '^ 
Lesh  &  Bricker,  "$  the  Gov"  Order, 
Decern'  9,  By  Thomas  Forster  Esq'.,  & 
Thos  McKee,  at  Hunter's  Fort, 
17,  By  Adam  Reed  Esq'.,  for  the  nse 
of  his  Company  in  ranging  along  the 
mountain,        ... 

1756.  ^ 
Janu'y  12,  By  Jacob  Levan  Esq'.,  ^  the 

Goyemor's  verbal  order  at  Reading, 
'^  24,  By  the  Conestogoe  Indians, 
Febru'y  12th,  By  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  the 
South   West  End  of  Hanover  Town- 
ship, del'd  to  Joseph  Baraet.  for  their 
fort,  -  .  .  . 

"  17,  By  Adam  Reed  Esq'.,  for  the  Peo- 

?le  at  his  Fort, 
8,  "     ' 
East 

to  Wm.  Dever&  Jn».  Hume,  for  their 
use  in  ranging  along  the  Mountain, 
"  24,  By  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  Paxton 
del'd  to  James  Gillcreest,  for  the  use 
of  their  Port, 
March  29,  By  John  Potter  Esq'.,  &  Comp» 
W  the  Governor's  Order,  sent  by  John 
Spore, 

-  f  •  ■^^«'?*^P^  Armstrong  &  his  neigh- 

«  ^""^^  ^  ***®  Qov'8.  Order, 

J  ^^.  ^*P*  •^^^^^  Steel  ^  the  Govern- 
or's  orders, 

Aprils,  By  William  Buchannan  &  Adam 


By  Sundry  Inhabitants  of   the 
i  End  of  Hanover  Township,  deld 
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AmoTint  brought  Forward,  988  J    1120    838| 
Kemaining  loose  Powder  about            -  Ib2 
Lost  in  bringing  up,  owing  to  bad  hoop- 
ing, or  the  jolting  of  je  Waggon.  -  ft)9J — 11 J 


Errors  Excepted  at  Lancaster, 
The  5«»  Day  of  April  1756. 

Indorsed, 

Accounts  of  Powder  at  Iiancaster. 


Ibl0001bll20!b388i 


EDWD.  SHIPPEN.* 


Col.  Clapham  to  Gov.  1766. 

Philad-.  April  5th,  1756. 

Sir: 

The  Bearer  Captain  Trezler  informs  me  that  the  Time  of  his  men's 
Inlistment  expires  on  Saturday  next,  and  that  he  has  no  Reason  to 
believe  they  will  engage  again,  the  inclos'd  was  delivered  me  by  a 
Person  who  arrived  just  now  in  Town  from  the  Frontiers.  I  thought 
proper  to  transmit  it  to  y  Honour,  and  am, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  CLAPHAM. 

Directed, 
To  the  hon*'«  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed, 

Co^.  Clapham  Intelligence. 


Thomas  MgEee  to  Edwaed  Shippen,  1756. 

Poart  at  Hunters  Mill,  Ap".  5",  1756. 
Sir: 

I  Desire  to  let  yon  No  that  John  Secalemy,  Indian,  is  Com  here 
y*  Day  before  yesterday,  about  4  o'clock  in  y«  afternoon,  &  Gives  me 
an  account  that  there  is  a  Great  Confusion  amongst  y*  Indians  up  y« 
North  branch  of  Susquehannah ;  the  Dalewares  are  a  moving  all  from 
thence  to  Ohio,  and  wants  to  Persuad  y*'  Shanoues  along  with  them, 

*  See  Govts  Letter,  Ap.  8  p.  617. 
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but  they  Decline  Ooeing  with  them  that  ooune,  aa  ihey  itill  iDcUoe 
to  join  with  us,  the  Shanowea  are  Gk)eiDg  up  to  a  Town  Galled  Tooga, 
where  there  is  a  bodj  of  j*  Six  Nations,  and  there  thej  Intend  to 
Bemain.  He  has  brought  two  more  men,  som  women,  &  som  children 
along  with  him,  and  Sajeth  that  he  Intends  to  live  &  Die  with  us, 
and  Insists  upon  my  Conducting  him  down  to  where  his  Sister  and 
childer  is,  at  Canistogo,  and  Im  Loath  to  leaye  my  Post,  as  his  Hon- 
our was  offended  at  y*  last  time  I  did,  but  can't  help  it,  he  Desires 
to  acquaint  you  that  his  sisters  son  was  kill'd  at  Penns  Creek,  in  y* 
scrimege  w^  Cap^  Patterson.     This  with  Due  Respects  At)m 

Sir,  your  Hum*.  Sei*, 

THOMS.  M'KEE. 

Directed. 
To  £dw.  Shippen,  Esqr. 

Indorsed. 
Hunters  Mill,  5  Apr.  1756,  Thos.  McKee. 


Gov.  Morris,  to  Coll.  William  Clapham,  1756. 

Philad-.,  7^  Ay.  1766. 
Sir: 

As  a  Magazine  of  Provisions  and  other  warlike  stores  will  Tcry 
soon  be  formed  at  or  near  Hunters  Mill,  upon  the  river  Sasquahana, 
I  think  it  necessary  for  the  Protection  thereof,  and  for  other  Pur- 
poses, to  order  that  you  appoint  the  said  place,  called  Hunters  Mill, 
or  some  convenient  place  near  it,  for  the  Oen'  Randezvous  of  yoor 
regiment  now  raising,  and  that  you  order  all  the  men  already  enlisted 
not  employd  upon  some  other  service,  to  march  immediately  to  the 
said  Randezvous,  and  all  your  recruiting  parties  to  send  their  recruita 
thither  from  time  to  time. 

You  will  order  proper  guards  upon  the  magazine,  and  upon  the 
boats  &  cannoes  which  shall  be  collected  there  pursuant  to  my  ordera, 
you  will  give  directions  that  the  officers  &  men  keep  themselves  in 
good  order,  and  ready  to  go  upon  duty  at  an  hours  warning. 

You  will  inform  the  Commissioners  of  these  my  orders,  and  apply 
to  them  for  the  things  necessary  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

7^.  Apr.  1756. 

Directed, 
Coll.  W-.  Clapham. 

Endorsed,  ' 

Orders  to  Coll.  W".  Clapham,  7**.  April,  1756,  appointing  Hun- 
ters Mill,  as  a  place  of  RandeavouB  for  the  Recruits  to  be  sent  to. 
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OOV.  MOA&IS  TO  COMKISSIONSRSy  1756. 

Gen»: 

Mr.  Mifflin  will  lay  before  you  coppy  of  a  letter  from  Cap.  Hamil- 
ton to  Cap.  Potter,*  giving  an  Account  of  an  Action  between  about 
fifty  of  our  men  and  a  number  of  Indians^  who  had  some  time  before 
attacked  McCord's  fort,  and  were  carrying  off  some  Prisoners  from 
thence.  From  sundry  Expressions  in  the  letter,  it  appears  that  we 
were  defeated,  and  that  the  Indians  remained  masters  of  the  ground,  or 
we  should  have  known  the  num^r  of  the  slain,  and  whether  Jamison 
was  among  them.  You  will  observe  that  they  were  obliged  to  send 
to  Carlisle  for  a  surgeon  upon  this  occasion,  which  is  not  less  than 
sixty  miles,  and  many  of  our  wounded  people  may  suffer  for  want  of 
assistance,  I  must  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  Provision 
for  one  or  more  surgeons  and  two  or  three  mates,  to  be  stationed 
with  the  troops  upon  the  frontiers;  and  if  you  think  it  necessary  to 
go  into  that  ezpence,  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  it,  & 
to  recommend  some  proper  persons  to  be  employed  on  those  stations. 

I  directed  Coll.  Clapham  to  Communicate  to  you  the  orders  I  gave 
him  last-night  for  his  March  to  Hunter's  Mill,  which  I  find  he  has 
omitted,  being  obliged  to  go  to  White  Marsh  to  send  off  a  complete 
detachment  to  relieve  Trezler,  and  as  his  neglect  in  that  particular 
may  occasion  some  delay,  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you  that  I 
intend  those  troops  that  are  in  this  town  shall  move  to-morrow,  and 
liope  every  thing  will  be  provided  that  is  necessary  for  them. 

I  laid  before  you  this  morning  an  acc^  of  the  ammunition  dis« 
tributed  by  Mr.  Shippen,  of  Lancaster,t  and  as  he  has  now  no  more 
in  his  hands,  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  furnish  him  with  a  quantity 
which  you  may  do  by  returning  waggons,  at  a  moderate  expenoei 
and  it  will  be  there  more  conveniently  placed  than  in  this  town,  and 
be  ready  for  the  use  of  the  men  employed  in  the  frontier  oountieSi 
and  yet  secure  from  being  destroy'd  by  the  Enemy,  at  least  for  some 
time. 

P.  S. — Metoheltree,  taken  hist  week  within  sight  of  Patterson's 
fort,  caird  to  the  Garrison,  told  them  the  Indians  were  but  six 
in  number,  and  desired  to  be  rescued,  but  none  went,  he  was 
carry'd  off. 

imfor«ei.— Gov"  Lre  to  the  Com™,  8  April,  1756. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  YII.  p.  77.  f  See  page  614. 
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Gov.  MoRRiB  TO  Capt.  Wbathebholt,  1756. 

Philad*,  8th  April,  1756. 

As  there  ai^  Eleven  of  your  men  stationed  at  Tmcker's  Mill,  I 
think  it  for  the  publick  safety  that  thej  should  be  emploj'd  in  rang- 
ing the  woods,  when  the  people  of  that  township  are  inclinable  to 
Joyn  them  and  assist  in  such  service ;  I  do,  therefore,  order  that  the 
said  men  stationed  at  Tracker's  Mill,  when  thej  are  not  employ'd  in 
escorting  Provisions  or  Stores,  shall  employ  themselves  in  sooaring 
and  ranging  the  woods ;  and  I  recofhmend  it  to  the  inhabitants  to 
Joyn  them  from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose,  and  you  are  to  take 
care  that  this,  my  order,  be  carry'd  into  full  Execntion. 

Directed.— To  Cap"  Weatherholt. 

InJoned.—QoY'*  Lie  to  Gapt>  Weatherholt;  8  April,  1756. 


Sir: 


Gov,  Morris  to  E.  Salter,  1756. 

^    Philad-,  Aprill,  8«  1756. 


I  am  sarprised  and  concerned  to  find  by  yours  of  the  4*^  Instant, 
that  you  were  then  at  Carlisle  when  yon  were  expressly  directed  to 
go  ^m  Lancaster  to  York,  and  bo  to  McDoweb  Mill,  I  had  my  rea- 
sons for  giving  yon  those  directions ;  bat  it  seems  you  did  not  think 
me  as  good  a  judge  as  Croghan,  Bachanon,  or  some  others  that  di- 
rected you  to  take  the  other  rout,  for  reasons  that  might  answer  their 
ends,  but  I  am  afraid  will  prove  to  your  dishonor.  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  of  the  dismal  &  distressed  state  of  the  frontiers  of  Cumberland 
County,  and  wish  it  was  now  in  my  Power  to  put  a  stop  to  the  rava- 
ges of  the  Indians. 

You  are  by  your  Instructions  to  take  an  escort,  I  am  therefore 
surprised  to  find  you  talk  of  going  without,  which,  also  shows  me 
'  that  you  do  not  read,  or  do  not  regard  the  orders  yon  have  receivd; 
you  are  to  Proceed  to  Adam  Hoops  s,  and  either  there  or  in  some  other 
convenient  place  where  you  cai\  be  securd,  you  are  to  wait  for  an 
Escort,  for  which  you  will  apply  to  Cap>.  Potter,  and  with  that  es- 
cort you  are  to  proceed  to  fort  Lytelton.  I  must  remind  you  of  the 
cautions  given  you  by  the  commissioners,  and  do  insist  that  you  pur- 
sue your  Intentiobs  in  every  minute  particular  where  yon  can  pos- 
sibly do  it,  and  that  you  neither  communicate  this  letter,  these  In- 
structions, or  yt)ur  Intentions,  to  any  Person  further  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  by  no  means  mention  the  charge  you  have. 
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I  am  obliged  to  yon  for  the  Intelligence;  bat  desire  yoa  to  write 
me  by  every  opportunity. 

I  am,  Sir,  your 

Most  Humble  Serv^ 

•     KOBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Comissary  Saltar. 

Indorsed. 

Philad*.  April  9«  56.  <  D£*.  to  Comissary  Saltar. 


MiNUTB  OP  CoMM'BS.  PKEMrUMS  FOR  SCALPS,  1756. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  laying  oat  Sixty 
Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use,  April  9.  1756. 

Agreed, 

That  it  be  again  propos'd  to  the  Governor  to  issue  a  Proclamation 
as  soon  as  may  be,  offering  Rewards  for  the  Scalps  of  Enemy,  Indians; 
and  that  the  Governor  be  informed  that  this  Board  are  willing  to 
allow  the  following  Premiums  for  the  same,  viz. 

Dollars. 
For  every  Male  Indian  Prisoners  above  Ten  years  "1 
old,  that  shall  be  delivered  at  any  of  the  Governments    V      150 
Forts  or  Towns.  j 

For  jevery  Female  Indian  Prisoner,  or  Male  Priso-   \      ^qq 
ner  of  Ten  years  old,  and  under,  delivered  as  above.      j 

For  the  Scalp  of  every  Male  Indian  of  above  Ten    )       |qq 
years  old.  j 

For  the  Scalp  of  every  Indian  woman. .  50 

A  true  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
WM.  FRANKLIN,  Clk.* 
Ijidorsed, 

Resolution  of  Com",  about  Bounty  for  Scalps,  9  Apr.  1756. 

*^ee  Colon.  Becords,  Yol.  YII,  p.  74,  78.  Also  letters  of  Gov.  M.  p. 
020  of  this  YoL 
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CcOY.   TO  THE   COMMISSIONBBS,   1756. 

Gentlemen, 

I  this  minute  received  a  Paper'*'  from  M'.  Peters,  signed  W". 
Franklin,  Clerk,  beginiDg  in  this  Extraordinary  manner. 

Agreed, 

That  it  be  again  Proposed  to  the  Gov'.,  to  Issue  a  Pfodamation 
offering  rewards  for  the  Scalps  of  Enemy,  Indians.       ^ 

What  use  is  intended  to  be  made  of  this  Introduction,  I  knownot 
Till  I  received  this  Paper,  I  never  had  any  determinate  resolution 
from  the  Commissioners,  and  I  am  so  far  from  thinking  that  Paper 
a  proper  or  regular  way  of  communicating  that  Resolution,  that  I 
shall  at  present  take  no  other  notice  of  it  than  writing  thus  to  yon 
upon  it. 

Friday  Afternoon,  3  o'clock,  9  April,  1756. 

Gov".  Lre.  to  y*  Com".  D***  April,  1756,  resenting  their  serving 
him  with  a  Copy  of  a  Resolution  &  y""  several  things  said  in  y*  Reso- 
lution itself. 


Col.  Gbo.  Washington  to  'Got.  Morkis,  1756. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  scarce  reachd  Williamsburg,  before  an  express  was  after  me 
with  news  of  the  French  &  Indians  advancing  within  our  Settle- 
ments, and  doing  inoredable  mischief  to  y"  Inhabitants,  which 
obliged  me  to  postpone  my  business  there,  and  hurry  to  their  assist 
ance  with  all  expedition :  when  I  came  to  this  place  I  found  every 
thing  in  deep  confusion,  and  the  poor  distressed  Inhabitants  under  a 
general  consternation.  I  therefore  ooUected  such  force  as  I  ooud 
immediately  raise,  and  sent  them  in  such  parties,  and  to  such  places 
as  twas  judged  most  likely  to  meet  with  the  Enemy ;  one  of  which, 
under' the  command  of  Mr.  Paris,  luckily  fell  in  with  a  small  body 
of  them  as  they  were  surrounding  a  small  Fort  on  the  No.  River  of 
Cacapehon,  whom  they  engaged,  and  (after  half  an  hour's^  close  firing) 
put  to  flight  with  the  loss  of  their  commander,  Mons'  Donvillcy 
(killd),  and  three  or  four  more  mortally  wounded.  The  accident 
that  has  determined  the  fate  of  Monsieur  has,  I  believe,  dispersed 
his  Party,  for  I  dont  hear  of  any  mischief  done  in  this  Colony  unoe, 
tho'  we  are  not  without  numbers  who  are  makeing  hourly  disooveiys. 

♦  See  it,  p.  619. 
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I  have  sent  yoa  a  oopy  of  the  Instraotions'''  that  were  found  abovt 
this  officer,  that  jou  may  see  how  bold  and  enterprising  the  Enemy 
have  grown^  how  uncoofiud  are  the  ambitions  designs  of  the  French^ 
and  how  mnch  it  will  be  in  their  power,  (if  the  Colonys  oontinne  in 
their  fatal  Lethargy)  to  give  a  final  stab  to  Liberty  &  Property. 

Nothing  I  more  sincerely  wish  than  a  union  to  the  Colonys  in  this 
time  of  Eminent  danger,  and  that  you  may  find  your  Assembly  in 
a  temper  of  mind  to  act  consistently  with  their  preservation;  what 
Maryland  has,  or  will  do,  I  know  not,  but  this  I  am  certain  off,  that 
Virginia  will  do  every  thing  that  can  be  expected  to  promote  the 
publick  good. 

I  went  to  Williamsburg  fully  resolved  to  resign  my  Commission* 
but  was  diswaded  from  it,  at  least  for  a  time.  If  the  hurry  of 
business  in  which  I  know  your  honour  is  gen^  engagd,  will  admit 
of  an  opportunity  to  murder  a  little  time  in  writing  to  me,  I  shoud 
receive  the  favour  as  a  mark  of  that  esteem  which  t  coud  wish  to 
merit,  by  shewing  at  all  times,  when  its  in  my  power,  how  much  I 
am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Y'  honours  most  Ob* 

&mo8t  H**"  Serv*. 

GO.  WASHINGTON. 

4 

P.  S.  A  Letter  this  instant  arriving  from-Williamsburg,  informs 
that  our  Assembly  have  voted  £20,000  more,  and  that  their  forces 
sh'  be  increased  to  2000  Men ;  a  laudable  example  this,  and  I  hope 
not  a  singular  one. 

The  inclosd  to  Coh  Gage,  I  beg  y*  fav'  of  you  to  forward. 

Indoned, 

CoP  Washington — ^Inclosing  Dumas's  Instructions.t 
April,  1756. 


From  Gov.  Moekis  to  Elisha  Saltar,  1756. 

P-,  10%  April,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  hope  you  have  my  last  letters,  and  that  you  will  not  think  of 
moving  without  a  very  sufficient  escort,  as  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  make  it  dangerous  for  Tonrself  and  the  Publick. 

When  you  get  to  fort  Lytellton  you  will  take,  upon  oath,  what 
proofs  you  can  of  the  certainty  of  Indian  Isaacs  having  taken  the 
scalp  of  Captain  Jacobs,  and  as  it  is  probable  that  he  was  alone 
when  he  took  that  scalp,  you  will  do  well  Uk  examine  him  as  to  all 

♦  See  page  600. 

t  "  Indorsed  AprU,  1766." 
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tbe  Gircnmstatices  attending  the  afiair,  and  Oaptdn  Hamilton  will 
"relate  what  he  knows  of  the  matter,  that  Isaac  may  be  entitled  to 
the  reward,  and  if  yon  Judge  that  the  proof  is  as  good  as  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  admit  of,  yon  will  then  send  him  down  to  me,  giT- 
ing  him  a  pass  and  reeomendation  to  the  Jastioes  in  the  Gonntjs 
through  which  he  may  pass,  mention  the  service  he  has  done,  aad 
that  he  is  coming  down  to  Claim  his  reward. 

You  will  receive  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  relating  to  some 
additional  pay  for  Burds  Company,  and  I  must  recomend  it  to  yoa 
to  write  to  the  Commissioners  the  news  from  time  to  Ume,  as  well 
as  what  you  do  in  your  offioCi  which  may  be  of  use  to  yoa. 

Indorted, 

Gov"  Lre  to  Elisha  Saltar,  10  Apr.,  1756.* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

Phihid*  10*^  April,  1756. 
Sir:  .  '  ^ 

Having  appointed  Joseph  Shippen,  Jun'.,  a  Captain  in  the  Re- 
gime under  your  Command,  I  think  it  necessary  he  should  be  imme- 
diately employ'd  in  forwarding  the  service,  you  will  therefore  send 
him  Proper  recruiting  instructions  by  Major  Burd,  and  also  direc- 
tions to  collect  a  number  of  cannoes,  at  some  convenient  place  upon 
the  river  Sasquehana,  from  whence  they  may  be  easily  removed  to 
Hunters  Mill ;  and  you  will  furnish  him  with  money  for  both  these 
services,  and  order  him  to  keep  an  exact  account,  and  distinguish 
between  the  recruiting  charges  and  those  that  attend  the  getting 
together  of  the  Cannoes. 

He  is  not  to  employ  any  men  in  collecting  the  Cannoes  but  such  as 
shall  be  inlisted  in  your  regiment,  that  the  publick  may  not  be  put 
to  unnecessary  expence. 

You  will  direct  him  to  send  me  an  account  of  what  number  of 
Cannoes  he  is  likely  to  procure,  that  I  may  make  other  Provision  in 
case  a  number  sufficient  cannot  be  had. 

To  Col.  Clapham. 

JndoTHd. 

Letter  Coll*.  William  Clapham,  10  April,  1756. 

»  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol  Vn.  p.  77. 
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Joror  Stebl  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

May  it  ploase  your  Honour, 

Upon  my  Eetnrn  to  Cumberland  County,  I  applied  immediately 
to  Cap^  Burd  &  Cap^  Petterson,  for  the  draughta  of  their  Compa- 
nies, according  to  your""  Honour's  instructions  ;*  But  the  time  for 
which  most  of  their  men  had  been  Enlisted,  Being  Expired,  they 
Cou'd  not  fnllfill  your  Honour's  Orders.  Most  of  the  Forts  had  not 
Beceiv'd  their  full  Compliment  of  Ouns,  But  were  in  a  great  mea- 
sure Supplied  by  the  Arms  the  Young  men  had  brought  w^^  them. 
Gap^  Patterson  had  Beciev'd  but  thirty  three  fire  Arms,  Cap^.  Mer- 
cer has  not  so  many,  but  is  Supplied  by  M'.  Croghan's  Arms,  & 
Gap^.  Hamilton  has  Lost  a  considerable  number  oz  his  at  the  Late 
Skirmish  beyond  Sideling  Hill.  As  I  can  neither  have  the  men» 
Arms,  nor  Blankets,  I  am  Obliged  to  Apply  to  your  Honour  for 
them ;  the  Necessity  of  our  Circumstances  has  Obliged  me  to  mus- 
ter, before  two  Magistrates,  the  one  half  of  my  Company  whom  I 
Enlisted,  and  am  Obli'd  to  Borrow  Guns.  I  pray  that  w'^  all  possi- 
ble Expedition,  fifty  four  fire  arms,  &  as  many  Blankets  &  a  Quan- 
tity of  flints,  may  be  sent  to  me,  for  Since  McCords  Fort  has  been 
been  taken,  &  y*  men  defeated,  y*  pursued,  our  Country  is  in  the 
utmost  Confusion.  Great  Numbers  have  Left  the  County,  &.  many 
are  preparing  to  follow,  may  it  please  your  Honour,  to  allow  me  an 
Ensign,  for  1  find  y*  a  Serjents  pay  will  not  prevail  w**  men  to  En- 
list in  whom  much  Confidence  is  to  be  Repos'd.  I  Beg  Leave  to 
Becommend  Archibald  Erwin  to  your  Honour  for  this  purpose.  As 
M'.  Hoops  can  give  your  Honour  a  particular  Account  of  the  Late 
inctlrsions  of  the  Enemy,  I  need  not  trouble  your  Honour  w^  any 
Account  of  mine. 

I  am  your  Honour's 

Most  Obliged  Humble  Serv^ 

JOHN  STEEL. 

Peters  township,  in  Cumberland,  April  11%  1756* 

Directed. 

To  the  Hon*>«  Rob*  H.  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
&c.,  ^  faV  of 'Adam  Hoops,  Esq^ 

Indorsed. 

Letter  from  the  Reverend  Capt*  Steel  to  the  Gov. 
April  21, 1756. 

*  See  them,  March  26,  on  page  60L 
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Commission  to  Bobebt  Ibwht,  1756. 

By  the  Honourable  Bobert  Hanter  Morris,  Esqnire,  Goremor  acd 
CommaDder-in-Chief  of  the  Provinoe  of  Pennsjlvania  and  Coun- 
ties of  Newoaatle^  Kent  and  Sussex  on  Delaware. 

To  Bobert  Irwin — Gentleman : 

I  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  yon,  the  said  B.  Irwin,  to  be 
Chief  Waggon  Master  to  the  Forces  employed  in  the  Servioe  of  this 
Province  under  the  Command  of  CoU  William  Clapham,  and  also 
Conductor  of  all  Boats  and  Canoes  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of  tba 
said  Provinoial  Forces.  You  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently 
to  dischdrgo  the  Duties  of  Waggon  Master  &  Conductor  of  the  Boats 
A  Cannoes,  and  to  follow  such  Orders  and  Directions  as  you  sbaJl 
from  time.to  time  receive  from  my  self  or  from  the  said  Wm.  Clap- 
ham,  or  other  your  superior  officers.  Given  under  my  Hand  and 
Seal  at  Arms,  at  Philadelphia,  the  12">  Day  of  April,  in  the  29«^ 
year  of  His  Majesty's  Beign  &  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1756. 

Jntfor^, 

Draught  Commission  to -Bob*  Irwin,  Wsggon  Mastcrj  12  Ap'., 
1756. 


Instructions  to  Bobert  Irwin,  1756. 

Instructions  to  Bobert  Irwin,  Waggon  Master  and  Conductor  of  the 
Boats  and  Canoes  to  the  Forces  employed  in  the  Servioe  of  thia 
Province,  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  William  Clapham: 

You  are  to  take  particular  care  that  all  the  Waggons,  Carts  and 
Carriages  *♦♦*»* 

be  kept  constantly  tight  and  strong,  the  Wheels  well  greased  and  in 
good  order  and  Condition,  that  the  Drivers  and  other  attendants  on 
the  same  do  diligently  and  faithfully  perlDrm  their  proper  Duties  of 
all  which  you  are  from  time  to  time  (or  as  often  as  required)  to  give 
an  Account  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  said  Forces  that  in 
case  of  Failure  the  Delinquent  may  be  furnished  according  to  their 
Deserts. 

In  like  manner  you  are  to  take  special  care  of  the  Boats  and 
Canoes,  and  observe  the  like  directions  as  is  given  with  respect  to 
Waggons,  &o. 

lou  are  to  take  care  that  none  of  the  Harness,  Paddles,  Oan*, 
Poles,  Tools,  Materials  or  Stores  be  misapplied,  embezzled  or  con- 
verted to  private  use  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  as  it  may  be  in 
your  Power  to  prevent  the  same,  but  upon  the  first  notice  you  receive 
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of  any  such  male  practice  you  are  to  acquaint  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Forces  therewith. 

Yon  are  to  take  care  that  none  of  the  Publick  Waggons,  Carts, 
Carriages,  Boats  or  Canoes  be  applied  to  any  other  nses  or  Services 
than  such  as  they  are  particularly  appointed  or  appropriated  to  with- 
out particular  Direction  from  me  or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Bbid  Forces. 

You  are  from  Time  to  Time  to  acquaint  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  said  Forces  if  any  of  the  Waggons,  Carts,  Carriages,  Boats  or 
Canoes  are  disabled  or  are  lost  or  taken  by  the  Enemy,  together  with 
the  manner  and  how  and  where  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and 
Enquiry  to  the  end  that  others  may  be  procured. 

When  the  Forces  are  ordered  to  March  you  are  to  see  that  all  the 
Waggons;  Carts,  Carriages,  Boats  and  Canoes  proceed  according  to 
the  Disposition  that  shall  be  given  you  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
and  that  all  the  Attendants  or  the  Horses  be  upon  their  proper  posts 
and  Divisions. 

You  are  to  keep  an  exact  Account  of  the  times  for  and  the  Terms 
on  which  any  Waggon,  Cart  or  Carriage;  Boat  or  Canoe  is  hired  and 
when  discharged. 

You  are  to  give  receipts  for  what  things  you  receive  into  your 
care,  and  take  Receipts  for  what  you  deliver  out. 

You  are  to  pay  no  Money  without  an  Account  specifying  the  Par- 
ticulars and  receipt  from  the  Person  to  whom  you  Pay  it. 

You  are  to  keep  fair  and  regular  Accounts  of  all  your  Transac* 
tions,  and  Deliver  them  when  demanded  to  the  Commanding  Officer, 
and  in  any  difficulty  you  must  not  fail  to  take  his  particular  dircc* 
t;ons. 

12^»»  April,  1756. 

Indorsed, 

Instructions  to  Robert  Irwin,  Waggon  Master  and  Conductor  of 
the  Boats  &  Canoes.     12  April,  1756. 


^GOV.  M.  TO  THK  COMMISSIONEKS,  1756. 

April  13*^  1756. 

Gent" : 

As  we  have  many  Prisoners  in  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy  Indians 
It  may  be  of  considerable  advantage  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  very 
gratefuU  to  the  Province  If  I  am  enabled  to  offer  a  reward  for  bring- 
ing them  in  alive,  which  I  think  had  best  be  done  in  the  same 
proclamation  with  the  other  rewards  you  have  already  proposed. 

I  imagine  the  same  rewards  that  are  offered  for  the  Indian  Men 
Prisoners  will  be  sufficient,  as  there  will  be  no  risque  in  bringing 
Vol.  II.— 27  , 
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them  off.  As  I  propose  to  to  Pabliah  the  FroofauDation  to-monrow 
I  should  be  glad  of  jour  opinion  upon  this  matter  in  the  morning. 

I  think  to  offer  the  rewud  for  Indian  men  above  twelve  years  of 
age,  which  your  former  letter  will  support,  unless  yon  deare  it  other- 
wise in  the  morning. 

To  ye  Commissioners. 

Indoned, 
Gov  to  the  Gom»,  12  Ap',  1756,  about  English  Prisoners. 


Gov.  MOBBIS  TO  THB  OOMMISSIOKEBS,  1756. 

16  Apr.  1756. 
Gent* : 

I  have  ordered  OoIP  Clapham  to  Rendezvous  his  Begiment  at  or 
near  Hunter's  Mill,  upon  the  Sasquehanna,  where  I  have  directed  a 
number  of  oannoes  to  be  ooUected  and  fitted  for  transporting  the 
Stores  to  Shamokin;  I  believe  you  will  think  it  necessary  to  form  a 
Magazine  of  Provisions  and  other  warlike  stores  there,  at  lesst  suf- 
ficient to  supply  the  troops  employed  at  Shamokin ;  Col^  Clapham 
will  fix  upon  and  fit  up  proper  Places  for  the  reception  of  the  Stores, 
and  will  place  proper  guards  upon  them,  and  having  some  time  ago 
delivered  in  to  the  Commissioners  a  list  of  thines  for  that  expedition, 
I  hope  you  have  directed  .tbem  to  be  prepared,  or  such  of  them  as 
you  Judged  necessary,  and  as  a  large  detachment  of  that  Regiment 
will  move  from  hence  when  the  weather  will  permit,  I  recommend 
it  to  you  to  send  such  provisions  and  stores  as  are  ready,  under  their 
care  to  the  Rendezvous. 

I  have,  agreeable  to  your  request,  order'd  a  detach  m*  of  thirty 
men  of  Clapham's  regiment  to  proceed  to  Carlisle,  and  there  to  be 
posted  in  the  best  manner  for  the  security  and  defence  of  that  town. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  writes  me,  that  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  in  hia 
GovernmS  provision  is  made  for  a  number  of  men,  not  ezoeedinff  400, 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  this  Province,  and  two  hund- 
red from  New  Jersey,  in  an  offensive  war  against  the  Indians.  The 
manner  proposed  by  him  for  employing  those  troops,  is  to  send  them 
to  the  Indian  towns,  or  the  places  of  their  retreat,  either  in  a  body 
or  separately,  ^fi  the  intelligence  of  the  strength  and  Circumstanoea 
of  the  Enemy  may  make  necessary.  I  do  not  see  how  any  other 
plan  of  operations  can  be  proposed,  with  regard  to  jinch  an  enemy  aa 
Indians. 

You  will  permit  me  to  observe.  Gentlemen,  that  if  four  hundred 
men  are  raised  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  New  York  &  Jersey 
troops,  as  they  are  all  to  be  employed  in  this  Province,  we  shall  have 
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the  beiwft  of  a  thoonnd  men  for  th«  ezpenoe  of  foar  bnndrod  onlj. 
And  as  S'  Charles  presses  this  matter  upon  mO;  I  most  beg  joa  will 
e&able.me  to  give  him  an  ezplioit  answer. 

Indorsed. — ^Draught  Lre  to  the  Com",  16  Apr.  1756. 


Gov.  MOBKIS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS,  1756. 

Saturday,  Aprill  17th,  1756. 
Gentlemen : 

As  I  am  not  well  enough  to  attend  jon  this  morning,  it  may  for- 
ward  baaineas  if  I  observe  to  you^  that  the  Assembly,  by  their  message 
of  yesterday,  decline  providing  for  the  expences  of  the  Indians  now 
in  town,  bnt  tbmk  they  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Commission** 
out  of  the  sixty  thousand  pounds,  as  vou  will  see  by  their  message, 
which  I  send  you  herewith,  and  as  Montour  &  Scarriady  express 
some  uneasinass  that  they  have  not  received  anv  reward  for  their 
services,  I  hope  you  will  enable  me  to  reward  them  properly,  and 
among  other  things,  to  give  them  some  fine  oloaths,  which  wi|l  be 
more  agreeable  to  them  than  any  thing  else,  and  they  petition  for  an 
immediate  supply  of  pocket  money. 

Indoned.—Dit  to  the  Commissioners,  Aprill  18th,  1756. 


John  Harbis  to  Edward  Shippbn,  1756. 

Paxton,  April  17th,  1756. 
Sir: 

The  Canoes  that  must  be  Employed  for  the  Service  on  onr  Biver, 
are  in  general  too  Small,  therefore  it  is  Absolutely  necessary  to  have 
a  small  number  of  Battoes  Immediately  made,  as  they  will  carry  a 
much  Larger  Burden,  Keep  but  the  same  number  of  hands  Em- 
ploy'd  in  working  them  up  the  River  as  our  small  Canoes  will,  and 
will  certainly  answer  the  Purpose  better,  as  the  Sides  will  be  higher, 
to  Keep  out  the  waves  in  our  falls  ,  w«^  will  be  always  to 

pass  through ;  and  in  high  winds,  w<^^  may  sometimes  happen,  there 
will  not  be  the  least  Danger  of  Passing  up  or  down  this  River  in  » 
Batoe,  when  a  Canoe  must  be  unloaded  or  Damage  her  Cargo ;  there- 
fore, as  I  think  my  Self  a  Judge  of  our  River  Navigation,  and  the 
most  Necessaiy  and  Servisable  Vessels  to  be  Employed  in  it,  I  think 
it  my  Doty  to  Write  you  this  Letter,  and  also  to  Inform  you  that 
Wm.  Chesnut  will  Supply  you  in  Suitable  plank  upon  Qetting  Di- 
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reolioDS,  io  mako  the  Bfttoes;  the  boardS|  I  Ifloaginei  is  not  to  be 
Sawed  liter  the  Common  Manner. 
I  am  in  haate,  Sir, 

Y'  most  Obedient 

Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 
P.  S. — Be  pleaa'd  to  Write  me  a  line  if  yon  have  anj  thing  to 

Directed. 
To  Edward  Shippen,  Esq', 
at  Lancaster. 

Indorsed. — Aprill  17th,  1756.    John  Harris. 


Conrad  Weiser  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Ma7#t  please  the  Governor, 

I  was  required  by  some  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Comissioners  to 
wat  on  your  Honour,  about  this  time  in  order  assist  in  setling  tfao 
presents  for  Scaruiady  and  other  Indians  now  in  town,  and  as  yoa 
are  engaged  in  Company,  I  thought  it  as  Convenient  to  put  my 
thoughts  about  that  affair  to  writing,  which  are  as  follows  : 

To  Scaruiady  a  Sute  of  Cloths,  and  40  or  50  dollars  in  money  to 
And''  Montour,  as  the  Governor  &  the  Gentlemen  the  Comissioners, 
pleases,  he  is  to  have  more  then  Scaruiady,  and  he  can  talk  with 
your  Honour  &  the  Comissioners  himself. 

Jonathan  was  not  hired  by  the  Government,  but  went  up  with 
the  two  former  at  their  request,  and  suffered  or  underwent  the  same 
danger,  he  should  have  a  Sute  of  Cloths. 

The  rest  should  all  be  Clothed  and  a  few  Dollars  in  their  Pocket 
If  any  Stays  with  us  they  should  fare  as  well  as  those  that  goes 
away. 

Silver  Hill  should  be  bribed  to  stay. 

The  womens  should  have  each  a  Strowd  Matchcoat,  a  Shirt,  a  pair 
of  Indian  Stocking,  a  few  dresed  Dear  Skins  for  shoes,  perhaps  un- 
dressed will  do  for  those  that  stay,  the  above  is  my  simple  opinion 
which  submit  to  your  Honour,  who  am  your  very  obedient, 

-     CONRAD  WEISER  * 

April  the  17,  at  about  5  in  the  afternoon. 
Indorscdf 

Conrad  Weiser.. 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec  Vol.  VII.  p.  96. 
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Gov.  M.  TO  GovR.  Hardy,  1756. 

Sir:' 

Some  days  ago  I  wrote  jou'*'  that  it  was  my  opiDion  no  other  plan 
could  be  laid  for  carrying  on  a  war  against  Indians^  than  that  you 
had  proposed  of  finding  out  and  attacking  their  towns — and  by  that 
means  removing  the  the  war  into  their  Country,  &  My  Commis- 
Bioners  seem  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  But  think  that  the  best 
way  of  doing  it  is  by  giving  large  rewards  for  Prisoners  &  Scalps — 
this  indeed  may  induoe  men  to  go  out  in  company,  but  the  cutting 
off  one  or  two  small  partys  will  put  a  stop  to  that  kind  of  war. 

The  four  hundred  men  for  the  Shamokin  Expeditions,  are  almost 
complete,  and  I  am  forming  a  magazine  of  Provisions  and  stores 
upon  the  Sasquahana,  for  the  troops  that  are  employed  upon  the 
frontiers,  and  as  a  wooden  fort  or  Staccado  will  answer  the  present 
purpose,  those  troops  will  be  soon  at  liberty  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  yours. 

I  imagine  from  the  steps  taken  by  the  French  &  Indians,  at  the 

g'eat  carrying  place  that  they  intend  to  obstruct  our  Passages  to 
swego,  and  Considering  the  length  of  the  wood  Greek  ai^the 
nature  of  the  Country  bordering  upon  that  and  the  Onandago  xuver, 
that  it  will  not  be  a  very  difficult  task,  with  a  few  men^mployed  there 
to  do  us  considerable  damage  and  delay  our  motions,  and  with  great 
submission  I  must  think  that  the  men  posted  at  that  pass  were  not 
sufficient  for  maintaining  a  post  of  that  importance,  upon  the  Hold- 
ing of  which  not  only  the  operations  upon  the  lakes,  but  even  the 
possession  of  Oswego  depended,  but  I  hope  Gen.  Johnsons  Intelli- 
gence, and  timely  assistance  will  disapoint  the  designs^of  the  French^ 
and  Save  us  the  trouble  of  retaking  that  pass. 

I  can't  help  thinking  that  we  should  have  had  more  men  upon  the 
Carrying  place,  considering  the  importance  of  the  pass,  and  that  our 
operations  to  the  westward,  and  even  the  Possession  of  Oswego  de- 
-  pended  upon  our  being  masters  of  it.  However  I  hope  the  orders 
you  have  given  &  S'  William  Johnsons  timely  execution  of  them, 
will  press  open  the  Communication  to  Oswego,  and  save  the  trouble 
of  retaking  that  place. 

A  party  of  fifty  men  from  one  of  our  western  forts,  have  had  an 
engagement  with  about  sixty  Indians,  in  which  we  suffered  consid- 
erably, there  being  only  thirty  of  our  men  returned  of  which  twenty- 
five  are  wounded. 

A  vessel  arrived  here  last  night  who  spoke  with  a  ship  bound  into 
Virginia,  that  left  London  the  first  week  in  March,  when  things  were 
in  the  same  state,  no  war  declared,  but  the  English  continued  taking 
the  French  ships,  we  have  also  an  account  from  the  West  Indiea 
which  I  believe  may  be  depended  on  that  the  Warwick  man  of  war| 

♦  See  p.  606. 
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wu  taken  off  Martiaioo  by  three  French  ships  of  ye  Lme^  and  a 

Frigate. 
Indorsed, 

Draft  to  S'  Charles  Hardj^ 
18«^  AprU  1766. 


Gbn'l  Shirlby  to  Gov.  M.,  1756. 

Boston,  Snnday,  April  18, 1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

Two  days  ago  I  received  letters  from  your  Nephew,  Staats,  and 
Major  Butherford,  informing  me  that  Lord  Loudon  was  appointed 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majv*  Forces  in  North  America,  and  y* 
Colonels  Abercrombie  and  Webb,  both  made  L*.  Generals  upon  this 
Occasion,  are  put  upon  the  Staff;  and  y*  General  Webb  was  to  set 
out  in  the  packet  boat  in  ten  days  for  North  America,  in  order  to 
take  upon  him  the  whole  Command  untill  the  Arrival  of  Lord 
Loudon;  and  I  hear  the  Goyerm*  of  Jamaica  is  determin'd  upon 
for  n. 

Upon  this  Occasion  I  think  it  my  Indispensable  Duty  to  push  on 
all  preparations  for  both  Expeditions  with  as  much  Vigour  as  I  was 
doing  it  before ;  and  in  case  of  any  accidents  befalling  Gen^  Webb  in 
his  passage,  or  not  arriving  here  in  time  to  begin  the  Operations  when 
they  ougnt  to  be,  to  begin  them  myself;  For  the  News  I  have 
received,  coming  by  private  letters  only,  I  can't  take  notice  of  it ; 
However,  as  I  am  previously  apprized  of  these  Alterations,  and  that 
T  may  soon  expect  Orders  in  pursuance  of  them.  It  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  me  to  hold  a  Council  of  Warr  at  New  York,  consisting 
of  Governoors  and  Field  Officers,  (if  to  be  had)  according  to  his 
Maj^  Instructions,  before  I  enter  upon  any  Operation. 

In  my  way  thro'  Connecticutt  I  will  engage  Gov^  Fitch,  as  I  will 
Gov.  Hopkins  likewise,  if  I  can,  to  be  present  at  the  Council;  and 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  great  Importance  to  his  Maj^*  Service,  as  well  of 
Consequence  to  my  self,  I  must  intreat  the  favour  of  you  not  to  fail 
meeting  me  at  New  York,  w<>^  would  infinitely  oblige, 
My  Dear,  Sir, 

Your  most  Affectionate, 
Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Staats  hath  acquitted  himself  in  the  business  I  sent  him  upon, 
with  much  honour  to  me,  and  to  himself  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Ministry. 

See  answer  25,  Ap.  p.  G43. 
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The  Affair  of  JamMca  must  be  a  dead  Secret.  I  set  out  from 
hence  for  New  York  on  Wensdaj  afternoon  without  fail;  and  ahall 
be  there  by  Monday  night  after. 

If  General  Webb  should  be  arrived  before  Monday,  come  se'n  night 
at  New  York ;  there  will  not  be  the  same  necessity'  of  your  giving 
yourself  the  trouble  to  meet  me. 

HoQ^^«  Bob^  Hunter  Morris^  Esq'. 
Aprill  18th,  1756,  Gen».  Shirley. 


Jamss  Bued  to  Gov,  M.,  1766. 

Carlisle;  19th  Aprile,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  arrived  here  on  Friday  evening,  and  began  Immediately  to 
Recruit,  but  found  few  Volunteers,  and  all  that  I  have  been  able  to 
Enlist  is  4  men  for  12  months;  &  altho'  I  told  the  Commiss^^gain 
and  again  Candidly,  that  their  would  be  a  good  deal  of  Difficulty  in 
filling  up  the  Comp^,  (with^  Advance  Money)  yett  they  were  of 
Opinion  that  their  would  be  men  enough  gott  without  Running  the 
Risque  of  Advancing,  but  I  must  begg  leave  to  inform  your  Hon' 
that  the  Commiss"  are  deceived  in  this,  as  they  will  be  in  any 
dependances  they  may  have  on  Assistance  from  the  Country,  from 
People  who  are  not  in  their  pay. 

On  Saturday  Afternoon  Capt".  Mercer  Arrived  here,  and  is  Re- 
cruiting for  his  Comps"  at  Fort  Shirley,  &  as  he  was  a  Stranger  in 
Town,  I  have  procured  him  Thirty  pound  from  M'.  Francis  West 
upon  my  Obligation,  &  for  which  Capt".  Mercer  gives  M'.  West  a 
Draught  upon  the  Commiss's,  This  I  thought  myself  under  Obliga- 
tion to  do  for  the  good  of  the  Service,  which  is  an  Interest  I  shall 
always  have  at  Heart. 

I  intended  to  have  March'd  this  Morning  for  Fort  Granville,  but 
the  Greeks  is  so  high  that  the  Carriers  can't  Attempt  to  gett  their 
horses  &  loads  over,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  go  to-morrow  Morning ; 
I  shall  Return  here  with  M'.  Salter  towards  the  latter  end  of  this 
week  or  ye  begining  of  the  week  following,  in  order  to  Recruit  my 
Comp^. 

I  am  informed  that  they  are  entirely  out  of  all  manner  of  Pro- 
visions at  Fort  Granville,  which  is  a  veiy  bad  Situation,  as  the 
Enemy  are  Constantly  Visiting  them;  they  have  wounded  two  men 
within  sight  of  ye  Fort,  &  one  of  ye  men's  lives  are  dispair'd  of, 
they  would  have  Carried  off  one  of  them  had  not  Lew^  Ward  rushed  ~ 
out  of  the  Fort  &  Rescued  him ;  M'.  Ward  sent  a  Detatchem'  under 
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yo  Com'  of  Ensigne  Clark  after  the  Enem j,  bat  could  not  come  up 
with  them. 

I  could  wish  we  had  a  Surgeon,  &  Medic'mes,  we  shall  loose  one 
half  of  our  meu;  with  perhaps  Slight  wounds,  purely  for  want  of 
Assistance. 

I  am  glad  that  I  have  no  disagreeable  news  of  late  Encnrtions  bj 
ye  Enemy  to  sting  your  Hon"  ears  with,  But  I  am  convinced  that 
unless  these  Garisons  are  Reinforced  to  150  men  each,  &  Sufficient 
stores  of  Amunition  &  Provisions,  that  this  part  of  our  Province  will 
be  forced. 

I  am  most  Respectfully, 
Your  Hon" 

Most  Obed*  humble  Serv*, 

JAMES  BURD. 

I  hope  ye  Gov',  will  Excuse  this  Scrall,  as  their  is  a  Scarcity  \>f 
Quills  here. 

22*^  Apr.  1756,  the  above  Matters  are  recommended  to  the  Cona^ 
of  tho  Commissioners. 

By  His  Honour's  Command, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

ImJorsedf 

19  Apr.  1756,  Capt».  James  Burd. 


Capt.  Hugh  Mercer  to  Gov.  M.,  1756. 

Carlisle,  19th  April,  1756. 
Honoured  Sir, 

The  Commissary  General  of  the  Musters,  with  your  Honour's 
Instructions  to  review  and  Pay  off  the  Garrison  att  Fort  Shirley, 
arrived  in  a  very  lucky  time,  when  the  greater  part  of  our  Men 
were  about  to  abandon  the  Fort  for  want  of  Pay,  It  was  with  great 
difficulty  I  could  prevent  their  doing  so  for  three  Weeks  before,  that 
is  ever  since  the  time  of  enlistment  had  been  expired.  I  am  sorrey 
to  observe  that  numbers  of  our  best  men  have  declined  the  Service, 
and  reduced  me  to  the  necessity  of  recruiting  anew,  thro'  diffidence 
with  regard  to  their  Pay,  and  I  have  been  oblidged  to  engage  that 
even  such  as  left  us  when  paid  off,  should  have  the  same  allowance 
as  formerly  for  their  Overplus  time,  depending  upon  my  being  reim- 
bursed, as  without  such  ingagement  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the 
fort  from  falling  into  the  Enemys  hands.  I  am  now  about  filling 
up  my  Company  to  Sixty  Men,  agreeable  to  your  Orders,  And  have 
drawn  upon  the  Com  missionaries  for  £30  for  this  purpose.  A  Garri- 
son of  thirty  Men  are  now  att  Fort  Shirley,  engaged  to  remain  there 
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till  the  first  of  May,  by  vhioh  time  I  am  is  hopes  of  oompleating 
the  Company,  And  shall  immediately  thereupon  repair  thither;  It 
is  to  be  feared  that  Our  Commanication  with  the  Settlement  will 
Boon  be  ent  off,  unless  a  frresiter  force  is  Ordered  for  the  OarrisoD, 
As  Your  Honour  is  sensible  that  I  can  send  no  detachment  to  escort 
provisions,  equal  in  force  to  Parties  of  the  Enemy  who  have  lately 
made  Attempts  upon  our  frontiers,  and  oonsiderinff  how  short  of 
Provisions  we  have  hitherto  been  kept,  the  Loss  of  One  Party  upon 
tills  duty  must  reduce  us  to  the  last  necessity. 

M'.  Hugh  Crawford  is  upon  the  Return  of  Leutenant,  and  M'. 
Thos.  Smallman,  who  acted  before  as  Commissary  in  the  Fort,  as 
Ensign  to  my  Company ;  It  will  be  a  particular  obligation  laid  upon 
me  to  have  an  Exchange  of  M'.  James  Hays  for  Leutenant,  and  M'. 
Smallman  continued.  And  Perhaps  M'.  Crawford  would  be  satisfied 
to  fill  H'.  Hays'  Place  with  Capt*.  Paterson,  as  numbers  of  that 
Company  are  of  his  Acquaintance.  I  have  given  M'.  Croghan  m 
Beceipt  for  what  Arms  and  other  necessary  Articles  belonging  to 
him  are  att  Fort  Shirley,  a  Copy  of  which,  together  with  inv  Jour- 
nail  and  Genend  Return,  shall  be  sent  by  Cap^  Salter;  and  find  it 
impossible  to  Arm  my  Men  or  compleat  what  yet  remains  of  our 
Outworks  without  them.  The  Guns  are  preferable  to  those  belong'* 
ing  to  the  Government,  and  I  hope  will  be  purchased  for  our  Use. 

Cap^  Sidter  will  inform  your  Honour  how  unfitt  the  Arms  ia 
General  are  for  Use,  even  after  being  nehted  by  a  Gunsmith,  whose 
Account  is  very  Considerable;  besides.  We  have  no  Cartridge  Boxes, 
Bor  any  convenient  pouches  for  Powder  &  Lead,  so  that  in  complying 
with  Your  Instructions  of  giving  a  Detail  of  what  is  wanting  for 
the  Company,  I  may  mention  in  General,  Arms  and  Accoutriments, 
besides  Orders  to  the  Commissary  for  a  large  Supply  of  Provisions  att 
Once,  And  regular  pay  Once  a  Month ;  it  will  put  me  to  extream 
difficulty  if  the  Commissionaries  do  not  think  proper  to  remit  me 
Money  to  pay  my  Men  by  the  first  of  May.  I  have  wrote  them  to 
this  purpose,  and  beg  Your  Honour  will  enable  me  to  fulfill  my 
engagements  with  the  Company,  without  which  I  can  hope  for  very 
Kttle  Satisfaction  in  serving  the  Public^. 

The  trust  your  Honour  has  been  pleased  to  repose  in  me  in  giving 
me  the  Command  of  Fort  ^hirley,  calls  for  my  warm  Acknowledge- 
ments, and  cannot  fail  of  engaging  my  utmost  attention  and  zeal  in 
the  execution  of  your  Orders. 

I  am,  Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient  and  most 
humble  ServS 

HUGH  MERCER. 
jyirected, 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania. 

(Copied.) 
Indorsed.— \Q  Apr.  1756,  Capt"..  Hugh  Mercer. 

27* 
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Edwd.  SAippbn  to  Qoy.  Moh&is,  1756. 

Lancwter,  the  19th  April,  1756, 
Honoured  Sir : 

I  have  been  at  Gapt.  M^Keea  Fort  where  I  found  about  ten  In« 
diansy  men  women  and  children,  three  of  the  women  Ijing  very  ill 
in  bed.  The  Captain  tells  me  that  Johnj  Shekallimy  is  greatly 
Diaatisfied  with  being  there ;  and  has  8e?eral  times  been  much  out 
of  Temper  which  he  would  hope  was  owing  to  nothina  but  ye  sick- 
ness of  the  Indians,  &  to  their  being  often  insulted  by  the  fearful 
ignorant  people^who  have  Sometimes  told  Shekallimy  to  his  fiwe, 
that  they  had  a  good  mind  to  Scalp  him.  Shekallimy  let  me  know 
that  he  wished  ^e  Indians  would  be  moved  down  to  Bamy  Hughes, 
where  Capt  M^'Kees  woman,  and  Children  live  and  afterwards  if 
the  Governor  thought  proper  he  would  fpy  to  Wyoming,  andendeav* 
oar  to  bring  Down  Buckshenoath  a  great  man,  a  Shawaaese  Captain, 
who  would  have  come  with  him  now ;  but  the  Delawares  would  nol 
permit  it,  he  says  that  at  the  Council  at  Wyoming  whither  your 
Honour  sent  Silver  heels  and  the  belt,  to  know  why  the  Indians 
Struck  their  brethren  the  English ;  This  Shawanese  Captain  ob- 
served, that  it  was  not  more  than  one  night  and  a  half,  (meaning  a 
vear  and  a  half,)  Since  he  had  taken  the  Governor  by  the  hand,  & 
heard  every  thing  that  he  Said,  which  was  very  kind,  &  loving,  and 
why  Should  he  forget  him  so  soon  7  that  he  was  then  Sitting  be- 
tween the  Six  Nations,  and  the  Governour,  taking  one  in  each  hand. 
That  Council  consisted  of  Shawanys,  Chickasaws,  Mohickens,  and 
Some  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  Shekallimy  was  appointed  to  give  the 
answer,  who  Spoke  and  Said,  You  our  young  brothers  the  Shawanese 
it  may  be  know  the  reason  of  Striking  the  English,  as  you  are  al- 
ways in  Council  with  the  Delawares,  no  answered  the  Shawanese, 
directing  their  Discourse  to  the  Six  nations — saying  Old  Brothers, 
we  cannot  tell  why  the  hatchet  was  taken  up  against  the  English, 
but  yon  know  the  reason  of  it  who  were  always  with  them  at  Gen* 
eral  Braddocks  battle. 

Shekallimy  Says  there  ar^  about  400  Indian  Warriors  at  Tiaogo 
of  the  Six  Nations,  Delawares,  Munsees,  and  Shawanese ;  and  about 
40  more  at  Wyoming,  vizt,  ten  Mohickens,  ten  Mingoes,  &  20  Shaw-> 
anese,  he  Says,  if  we  attempt  to  go  up  to  Shamokin  to  build  a  Fort, 
we  may  expect  to  be  attacked  by  a  body  of  five  hundred  Indians  in 
our  march. 

According  to  Your  Honours  Instructions  to  Mr.  Bnrd,  I  have  pre- 
vailed with  Shekallimy  to  Stay  where  he  is  till  he  can  hear  again 
from  your  Honour,  I  pity  the  Sick  Indians  much,  because  there  is 
neither  Sheep,  Calves,  or  poultry  to  be  got  in  that  part  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  tho'  game  is  very  plenty  yet  the  Indians  dare  not  venture 
out  of  the  Fort  for  fear  of  being  murdered,  and  the  Captain  informs 
me  that  the  Garrison  has  been  but  poorly  served  j  the  provisions 
having  been  very  ordinary^  but  they  are  now  a  little  better  used,yel 
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he  would  fain  belieye,  the  persons  employed  aboat  them  did  their 
best :  he  finds  that  one  pound  of  Burlington  Pork  will  go  as  far  as 
two  pounds  made  in  that  Country.  John  Harris  has  built  an 
excellent  Stockado  round  his  house  which  is  ye  only  place  of  Secu- 
rity that  way,  for  the  provisions  for  ye  army,  he  having  much  good 
cellar  room,  and  as  he  has  but  six  or  seven  men  to  guard  it,  if  the 
Goyemment  would  order  six  more  men  there  to  strengthen  it,  it 
would  in  my  opinion  be  of  great  use  to  the  cause,  -even  were  no  pro- 
visions to  be  Stored  there  at  all ;  tho'  there  is  no  room  for  any  scarce 
in  Captain  M^'Kees  Fort.  Hunters  house  indeed,  would  answer  such 
a  purpose  were  it  Stockado'd ;  but  as  it  is  quite  naked,  and  stands 
five  or  six  hundred  feet  from  the  Fort,  the  enemy  may  Surprise  it  in 
ye  night,  and  kill  the  people,  and  set  ye  roof  on  fire  in  three  or  four 
places  at  once,  and  if  the  Ccnterys  Should  discern  the  fire  as  soon  as 
it  begins  to  blaze,  it  might  be  too  difficult  a  task  for  them  to  quench 
it  without  buckets  or  pails.  I  speak  with  Submission,  but  this 
Stockade  of  Harris's  ought  by  all  means  to  be  supported,  for  if  for 
want  of  this  small  addition  of  men  abovementioned,  the  Indians 
should  destroy  it,  the  Consequence  would  be  that  most  of  ye  Inhabi- 
tants within  twenty  miles  of  his  house  would  immediately  leave  their 
Plantations,  the  Enemy  can  come  over  the  hills  at  five  Miles  Dis- 
tance from  McKees  Fort.  But  notwithstanding  all  I  have  Said  on 
the  head,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Number  of  Stockades  set  up  and 
down  the  Country  do  more  hurt  than  good. 

By  the  best  intelligence  I  can  get,  it  will  behest  for  Colonel  Clftp- 
ham  to  march  his  Regiment  on  ye  west  side  of  ye  Susquehannah, 
after  first  marching  eight  or  nine  miles  on  this  Side  :  the  only  diffi- 
culty will  be  in  crossing  the  River  :  I  know  there  are  several  bad 
passes,  as  far  as  Captain  McKees  Plantation,  where  I  have  been :  it 
is  but  25  miles  from  Hunters  Mill. 

I  ought  to  acquainted  your  honour  before  that  I  have  cautioned 
Captain  McKee,  against  suffering  any  body  to  abuse  the  Indians  for 
the  future ;  and  by  all  means,  have  advised  him  to  keep  a  Strickt 
watch  over  the  young  Frenchman,  whom  he  has  under  his  care. 

Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Harfls,  and  also  a  memorandum. 
At  the  request  of  a  poor  neighbour  of  his,  who  has  but  one  hand  to 
work  with  for  his  living,  I  send  an  acco^  of  Some  losses  which  hia 
assures  me  he  sustained  by  the  Indians  whom  Mr.  Harris  main- 
tained at  the  Charge  of  the  Oovemment.  Please  to  pardon  my  pro- 
lixity, and  permit  me  to  say  that      I  am, 

Tour  Honours  most  affectionate 

Humble  Serv*, 
EDWD.  SHIPPEN^ 
Dtrteted. 

To  the  Hon^>*  The  Governor. 
Indorsed. 

Edward  Sbippen. 
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Joseph  Shippbn  Jttnr.  to  Gov.  M.  1756. 

HonoTxred  Sir : 

I  am  to  inform  Your  Honour  that  I  came  borne  last  night  from 
tlie  Susquehannah,  and  have  engnged  twenty  jseven  Canoes,  a  Retorn 
whereof  I  here  inclose,  with  a  Letter  to  Gol''.  Ghapham,  which  after 
perusal  I  beg  Your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  seal  up. 

If  the  Commission  for  my  Ensign  is  not  filled,  I  would  take  the 
Liberty  to  recommend  to  Your  Honour  one  Mr.  John  Lowdon,  living 
at  Susquehannah,  for  that  office ;  he  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  good 
Sense,  great  activity  &  Spirit,  of  whom  I  did  not  once  think  of  whea 
I  wrote  to  four  Honour  before. 

lam, 

Yoar  Honoor'a 

Host  Obedient  hum.  Serr*, 

JOSEPH  SHIPPEN,JuN'. 

Lancaster,  19t^  April,  1956. 
To  the  HonM*  The  Govenior. 

Directed, 

(On  His  Majesty's  Service.)  To  the  Hon"*  Robert  Hanter 
Morris,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  M'.  John  GarsoB. 

Indoned, 
Joseph  Shippen. 


Address  of  Indians  at  Bethlehem  to  Got.,  1756. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Address  of  the  Indians  in  Bethlehem. 

When  our  Brethren  at  the  Mahoney  were  murdered,  we  were  ex- 
oeedingly  grieved,  &  imediatly  pat  ourselves  under  the  English  Go* 
vemment  &  came  to  Bethlehem.  After  we  had  been  some  time  beier 
we  sent  you  a  Letter  to  tell  yon  how  it  was  in  our  Hearts,  &  joa 
answered  us  with  good  Words.  We  were  very  glad  &  thankful  for 
them.  You  said  we  sho'.  live  still  &  quiet  in  Bethlehem,  &  which  we 
have  done.  The  Brethren  have  likewise  done  much  for  us,  &  bave 
not  let  us  want  for  any  Thing.  We  have  also  heard  much  of  our 
God  k  of  his  Love  towards  us,  &  we  love  the  Truth.  This  causeth 
us  to  love  the  great  King,  the  Governor  &  the  English  Government 
Now  we  have  heard  thy  new  Words,  by  which  we  can  see  you  are 
very  merciful  towards  us  &  other  peaceable  Indians,  &  that  you  take 
us,  with  our  Wives  &  Children,  again  under  your  Protection.    We 
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'thank yoa  mmj  very  m^uj  times  for  it,  &  praj  God  that  yoa  nay 
be  Buccessfal  against  the  wicked  Indian  Enemies.  When  our  Wives 
ft  Children  had  heard  your  Words,  they  were  very  thankful.  Thi% 
with  our  hearty  SalatationB,  is  all  what  we  have  to  write. 

Signed  in  the  Name  of  the  Whok* 

JOSUA, 

Augustus,* 
Jacob, 

Bethlehem,  20«»'.  April,  1756. 

The  Foregoing  is  a  tme  Translation  f  of  the  German,  as  taken  from 
the  Indians  own  Mouths,  compared  therewith  by  me. 

J.  OKELT. 

Indoned. 

20<^.  Apr.  1756.    An  Address  of  the  Indians  at  Bethlehem. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Commissioners,  1756. 

Aprill  20th,  1756. 
Gent.: 

Herewith  I  send  yon  the  State  of  the  forces  in  Northampton 
County,  and  a  letter  from  Coll*  Clapham  relating  to  them,  ft  some 
othe?  matters  proper  for  your  Consideration,  and  agreeable  to  your 
request,  by  Mr.  Mifflin,  I  shall  give  the  necessary  orders  to  Yan 
Etten,  and  to  the  men  posted  at  Broadhead's  The  remainder  of 
Clapham's  men,  being  seventy-three,  marched  yesterday,  and  I  hope 
the  necessary  arms,  accoutriments,  and  other  things  for  that  Ezp^" 
will  soon  be  ready  to  follow  them. 

This  moment  the  inclosed  letters  from  Mr.  Steel  and  Captain 
McKee,  eame  to  hand ;  you  will  observe  the  great  want  of  arms  & 
Blankets  in  Cumberland  County,  and  order  a  supply  of  both,  as  soon  as 
may  be;  and  if  you  chuse  to  have  Cap"  McKee's  Company  muster'd 
and  paid  by  the  Commissary  in  his  return,  I  will  send  the  necessary 
orders  to  meet  him  at  Harris's  ferry,  and  you  will  in  that  case  con- 
vey money  to  him  to  enable  him  to  comply  with  them. 

Indoned. — Aprill  20th  1756.    Bft  to  Commissioners. 

»  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VTI,  p.  118. 

f  llie  original  in  German  is  appended  to  it  with  the  native  signatures. 
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pjrnTioN  OP  John  Huanss  to  Goy.  Morris,  1756. 

Sir, 

The  Bearers  hereof,  John  Mee  &  Joseph  Leaeock,  having  Plaata- 
tions  within  one  Mile  &  a  half  of  fort  Allen,  Desire  a  Detachment 
of  Men  from  the  s*  fort  to  Protect  them  While  they  put  up  their 
fences  &  bum  the  Leayes  Round  their  fields;  &  if  Your  Honour 
thinks  it  Convenient  to  Grant  them  that  favour,  In  my  Opinion  will 
be  Doing  them  Service. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  respect. 

Your  very  humbe  Serv*, 

JOHN  HUOHB& 
April  ye  21st,  1756. 
Directed, — Gov'  Morris,  Esq'. 
Indorsed. — Aprill  21st,1756.    John  Hughes. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gbnl.  W.  Shirley,  1756. 

Philad*,  April  22d,  1756. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Leake  has  at  last  gone  through  the  demands  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  services  done  by  order  of  the  late  Gen^  Braddock,  in  which 
he  has  been  assisted  by  Commissioners,  whom,  at  your  Ezcellenoy'a 
request,  I  appointed  for  that  particular  service.  They  have  examined 
the  proofs  to  support  every  demand,  &  rejected  such  as  were  not 
properly  vouch'd.  This  has  taken  a  considerable  time  and  a  confftant 
attendance,  but  without  it  the  Crown  must  have  been  a  Considerable 
loser;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  assured  by  Mr.  Leake  and  other  officers 
who  attended  the  settlement  of  ye  accounts,  that  the  saving  to  the 
Grown  will  amount  to  several  thousand  pounds.  The  Commissioners 
hilte  distinguished  in  the  best  manner  the  confusion  consequent  upon 
such  a  defeat  would  admit,  what  services  w^re  done  on  account  of 
the  Artillery,  and  Captain  Ord,  pursuant  to  Your  Excellency's  diree« 
rections,  will  give  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  money. 

Inclosed  I  have  the  Honor  to  send  Your  Excellency  a  Memoran- 
andum  which  Mr.  Leake  has  drawn  up  of  the  Allowance  to  the 
Commissioners  for  their  services,  which  I  think  reasonable,  as  they 
are  all  men  that  have  considerable  business  of  their  own^  which 
they  neglected  upon  this  occasion  : 

Morris,         .  .  ,  .  •        55 

Stedman,  ....  55 

McCall,         .  .  .  .  .55 

ShippeU;  ....  15 

Ingles,  .  .  .  .30 

210 
Indorsed,— DrufU  to  General  Shiriey,  22d  April,  1756. 
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Award  to.  Commissioners  to  Sbttlb  Aocoitiits  of  Gen. 
Braddock,  1766. 

Memorandum. 

That  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq',  Governour  of  Pennsylvania, 
And  Robert  Leake,  Commissary  of  Provisions,  having  considered 
together  the  Services  done  by  the  Commissioners,  Appointed  to  set- 
tle the  Contracts  that  the  late  General  Braddock  entered  into,  are 
of  Opinion,  that  They,  the  said  Commissioners,  ought  to  receive  for 
their  said  Service,  One  Guinea  p'  diem,  besides  their  Expences,  And 
that  the  Number  of  days  Amount  to  Fifty-five,  in  which  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Stedman,  &  Mr.  McCall  were  emplo/d,  and  fifteen  days,  in 
which  Mr.  Shippen,  was  Employed,  and  Thirty  days  in  which  Mr. 
Inglis  was  Employed. 

The  Expenoe  of  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Stedman,  Mr.  MoCall,  &  Mr. 

Shippen,  in  the  whole  amount  to  .  .  •        .£48 

And  of  Mr.  Inglis,     .  .       -      •  «  .  6 

£64 
Amount  of  Services,  210  Guineas,  @  34     .  .  ^      357 

Pennsylvania  Curr*'^,        ^411 


% 

Gov.  Morris  to  the  Commissioners,  1756. 

Gknt*: 

The  Bearer  hereof,  George  Lyndaman,  has  this  day  delivered  me 
the  Scalp  of  an  Indian  he  kill'd  near  the  House  of  Rieh'd  Hoffman, 
one  of  his  neighbours,  the  Particulars  of  this  affair  were  some  time 
ago  laid  before  you,  and  he  says  he  would  have  been  sooner  down 
with  the  Scalp,  but  has  been  under  cure  of  the  wound  he  received  in 
his  neck.  His  danger,  Ezpence,  &  Pain,  render  him  an  Object  of 
Compassion,  and  entitle  him  to  a  speedy  notice.  I  Heartily  reoom- 
mend  him  to  you  for  the  reward  promised,  and  what  else  he  may* 
stand  in  need  of,  that  may  be  proper  for  you  to  supply. 

Philad*,  22d  Apr.  1756. 

Directed, — ^The  Gentlemen  Commissioners. 

Indorsed. — ^22d  Apr.  1756.  Lre  to  ye  Com"  sent  by  George 
Lyndaman,  who  delivered  a  Scalp  to  ye  Gov'. 
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Samusl  Hobsov  to  Ooy.  Mobbis,  1756. 

Sir, 

Id  pnnmanoe  of  the  Ord«r  I  Bad  reoeired  from  Colaoel  Gage  to 
joui  mj  RegimS  as  soon  as  my  Recruiting  Partjs  had  come  in,  I  pro- 
posed Seting  out  for  that  purpose  early  this  momingy  but  have  been 
S-evented  by  the  Sheriffs  taking  me  on  a  Writ,  at  the  Suit  of  John 
irt,  (late  {faster  to  John  Birt)  a  Soldier  listed  by  me  for  Uis 
Majestys  Service.  The  Writt  was  executed  by  the  Sheriff  about 
Seven  o'Glock,  and  half  an  hour  after  Eleven  I  was  conducted  by 
him  to  this  Ooal.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  this 
unjustifiable  Proceeding,  And  have  the  honour  to  be^ 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

most  Obliged  humble  Serv*. 

SAM.  HOBSON.^ 
From  the  Gkml  of  Philadelphiai 
AprQ  the  23,  1756. 
JMorsed. 
Cap-  Pobson,.23  Ap:  1766. 


Copt  of  Letter  to  Capt.  Samuel  Hobson,  1756. 

# 
Sir, 

I  am  much  concemd  to  find  that  your  inlisting  a  man  that  volun- 
tarily offered  himself  for  his  Majestys  service,  should  at  this  time  be 
rewarded  with  a  Goal,  but  by  the  Laws  of  England  any  man  diat 
is,  or  thioks  himself  injured,  has  a  right  to  bring  his  action  to  have 
li  determin'dy  whether  the  thing  oomplainedof  beaniujury  or  not^ 
tike  King  has  eertain  rights  too,  as  head  of  the  Community  and  Pro- 
tector of  his  People,  but  we  have  the  misfortune  to  be  at  such  a 
distance  from  his  Royal  Person,  that  those  rights  are  little  known  or 
little  regarded  here,  when  that  of  the  meanest  subject  is  carried  to 
the  greatest,  and  sometimes  to  every  indecent  highths. 

I  will,  upon  your  application,  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  your 
assistance,  but  you  are  sensible  how  short  my  power  is,-and  how  lit- 
tle my  Influence,  since  during  the  whole  dme  of  this  contest  about 
the  Servants,  I  have  not  been  able  to  prevail  on  any  one  to  appear 
in  favour  of  the  Crown,  and  you  must  for  that  reason,  and  from  the 
great  Influence  y*  popular  opinions  have  upon  every  body  in  this 
Country  expect  no  fiivouri  and  if  you  meet  with  common  justice  it 
is  more  than  your  master  can  boast  of  having  received  in  this  Pto- 
vince.     I  think  it  my  duty  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  ready  to  give 

♦  See  Colon.  Rcc,  Vol.  VII.,  103. 
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or  procure  bail  for  You  vben  ever  that  ahall  be  tbongbt  necessary, 
and  insist  that  jou  admit  of  no  one  to  be  joar  security  but  the  Per- 
son named  by  me  for  that  purpose.  As  I  have  in  the  Kings  Causes 
DO  assistance,  I  am  doing  what  appears  to  me  to  be  consistent  w*^ 
the  rights  of  the- Crown  upon  the  present  occasion,  and  ^hall  in  the 
mean  time  do  myself  the  honour  to  wait  on  You  in  your  retreat. 

*I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 
Cap*.  William*  Hobson. 
Indorsed. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Cap*.  William  Hobson. 
April  23,  1756. 


James  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

April  23,  1756. 
Sir: 

The  Com  miss"  have  received  your  Lettet*  in  favor  of  George  Lyn- 
damon,  and  are  willing  to  pay  him  for  the  Scalp.  But  it  not  appear- 
ing that  He  hath  been  Sworn  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  Killing 
the  Indian,  they  beg  jou'l  please  to  Send  the  Scalp  by  him,  that 
Ho  may  be  qualified  to  the  Indians  being  Killd  by  him,  and  the 
Scalp  be  burnt,  if  You  have  no  objection  to  it. 
I  am,  S% 

Your  most  Obed* 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 
To  Gov  Morris. 
Directed, 

For  The  Honble  Governor  Morris. 
Indorsed. — The  Commissions  to  Gov.  Morris.   April  23, 1756. 


Capt.  Saml.  Hobson  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Sir:  ' 

The  Sheriffs  Servant  just  now  brought  me  your  kind  Message  in 
writing,  and  have  also  received  your  obliging  present,  for  all  which 
(with  numberless  other  Favors)  I  must  beg  youle  accept  of  my  ut- 
most gratitude.  Its  impossible  for  me  to  look  upon  even  this  Con- 
finement disagreeable,  when  thus  honor'd  with  your  Countenance ; 
the  Sheriff,  indeed,  took  pains  to  represent  it  in  much  worse  colours 
than  it  appeared  to  me,  and  offer'd  me  liberty  on  my  Parole.  I 
thanked  him,  and  said  I  should  take  uo  step  but  such  as  you  recom- 

*  (Say  Samuel.)    Bee  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  103. 
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6ttded|  mnd  I  dare  taj  you  must  allow  my  remaining  here  a  Night  or 
two  longer  will  add  weight  to  our  Cause,  and  munt  assure  you  'twill 
make  little  difference  in  regard  to  my  Self;  this  will  furnish  Us  with 
fresh  Matterials  to  help  out  our  Second  Address  to  you,  and  will  be 
presented  tomorrow,  Saturday,  from  Goal. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

yo'  most  obligd  Ser?S 

SAM.  HOBSON.* 
Indonedy 

Capt-  Hobson.    Ap'.  24, 1756. 


Edw'd  Shippen  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756, 

Lancaster,  24«»»  of  April,  1756. 
Honoured  Sir : 

The  inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  paper  which  M'.  George  Sandersos, 
of  this  town,  brought  here  yesterday  from  Carlisle,  said  to  have  been 
found  in  M'.  Donvillesf  pocket,  who  was  lately  killed  at  the  head  of 
a  Party  of  Indians  from  Fort  du  Qucsne,  by  the  Virginia  Militia, 
on  Potowmack. 

I  See  by  the  news  papers,  it  was  Supposed  that  Captain  Culbert- 
son's  men,  who  went  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians  that  took  McOords 
Fort,  had  killed  fifteen  of  the  Enemy,  among  whom  they  were  con- 
fident Captain  Jacobs  is  one.  If  M'.  Francis  Campbell,  of  Shippens- 
burg,  wrote  that  account,  as  he  was  one  of  that  party,  I  suppose  it 
was  readily  believed,  he  being  known  by  some  Gentlemen  in  Phila- 
delphia to  be  a  person  of  Credit  and  Sense,  but  his  relation  of  that 
transaction  differs  widely  from  the  following  story  as  to  the  number 
of  Indians  killed,  which  was  told  to  me  two  days  ago  by  M'.  Beoja- 
min  Blythe,  living  near  Shippensburg,  who  was  also  in  the  battle ; 
he  says  our  men  gave  the  first  fire,  but  without  any  success,  that 
then  the  Indians  ran  from  their  fire  place  with  their  arms  and  ama- 
nition,  and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  our  men  found  themselves  Sn^ 
rounded,  which  they  did  not  discover  before  the  Indians  fired  upon 
them,  that  notwithstanding  our  men  were  So  exposed  to  y*  Enemys 
fire,  and  dropping  every  now  and  then,  they  fought  about  two  hoars 
and  a  half  by  bis  watch,  and  then  perceiving  a  reinforcement  from 
Shinges  Party,  they  unanimously  agreed  to  endeavour  to  break  the 
enemy's  Circle  (as  he  called  it,)  in  order  to  maJce  their  retreat,  in 
which  they  luckily  succeeded ;  he  says  they  killed  but  three  of  the 
Indians  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  and  that  he  doubts  whether 
Captain  Jacobs  was  one  of  them ;  he  rather  thinks  the  man  taken  to 
be  him,  was  a  great  Warriour  in  his  Company.     This  Blythe  is  -an 

*  Seepage  640.  f  See  p.  60a 
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intelligent  seogible  man,  &  of  good  reputation,  be  had  the  miafortnne 
to  be  iShot  through  the  Arm }  he  says,  that  where  they  broke  the 
Circle  three  stout  Indians,  who  had  just  discharged  their  pieces,  rose 
off  the  ground  from  behind  a  thicket  of  grubs  &  ran  off^  that  he 
drew  his  tricker  at  them,  but  his  gan  only  burnt  priming.  The  In- 
dians make  use  of  rifled  guns  for  the  most  part,  and  there  is  such  a 
difference  between  these  sort  of  Guns  and  Smooth  bored,  that  if  I 
was  in  an  Engagement  with  the  Savages,  I  would  rather  Stand  mj 
chance  with  one  of  the  former  Sort,  which  might  require  a  minute 
to  clean,  load  and  discharge,  than  be  possessed  with  a  Smooth  bored 
gun  which  I  could  discharge  three  times  in  y'  same  space,  for  at  150 
yards  distance,  with  the  one,  I  can  put  a  ball  within  a  foot  or  Six  < 
Inches  of  y*  mark,  whereas  with  the  other,  I  can  Seldom  or  ever  hit 
the  board  of  two  feet  wide  &  Six  feet  long. 

I  cannot  Say  I  have  been  pleased  with  y*  Sight  of  any  of  the 
Onus  which  have  been  carryed  through  this  Borough  for  the  Ser« 
vice  of  the  Province.  I  dont  mention  this  as  a  rdlection  on  the 
Commissioners,  who  have  done  for  y«  best  in  that  respect;  but  ita 
atill  unfortunate  for  me,  Yet  I  beg  your  Honour  not  inform  them  of 
this  remark.     I  am, 

Your  Tlonours 

Most  aflFectionate  Hum.  Serv*, 

EDW'D  SHIPPEN. 

The  Hon"*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq''.,  Gov*. 
Edward  Shippen.     Aprill  24tfa^  1756. 


OoY.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  1756. 

Philadelphia,  25**  April,  1756. 
Dear  Sir : 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  by  yours  of  the  18***  Instant  that 
your  Dispatches  by  my  Nephew  were  safe  arrived,  and  that  he  had 
80  well  acquitted  himself  in  the  Business  he  was  sent  upon  as  to  gain 
the  good  Opinion  of  the  Ministry  and  your  Approbation. 

Three  Generals  on  the  American  staff  make  it  probable  that  this 
eontinent  will  be  the  Principal  seat  of  the  War,  and  that  the  views 
of  je  Ministry  are  very  extensive,  but  whatever  their  measures 
may  be,  as  they  are  taken  Independent  of  the  Plan  of  Operations 
agreed  upon  at  New  York,  and  as  General  Webb  was  to  set  out  so 
0OOQ  after  the  Date  of  the  Letters  you  have  received  that  he  may  be 

*  8ee  it  on  page  680. 
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ezpectad  to  arrive  eyerj  day.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  Council  of 
War  will  not  incline  to  advise  jrou  to  hasten  the  Execution  of  any 
Part  of  that  Plan,  but  to  wait  bis  Arrival,  and  in  the  meantime  to 
make  the  neoessarj  Preparations  with  all  profitable  Vigour  &  Dis- 
patch. 

Probably  S'.  Charles  Hardie  and  other  Gentlemen  may  have  receiv* 
ed  the  Intelligence  wrote  you,  and  if  so,  they  will  not  fail  to  publish 
all  they  know,  and  your  Adversaries  appriaed  of  the  alterations  will 
take  a  Pride  in  impeding  any  Operations,  tho'  they  will  not  venture 
to  obstruct  Preparations,  and  if  you  can  put  these  into  such  for- 
wardness as  that  the  General  may  go  upon  action  as  soon  as  he 
*  arrives.  You  will  render  yourself  extremely  acceptable  to  His 
Majesty,  the  Ministry,  and  disappoint  those  who  may  take  Occasion 
to  put  unfavourable  constructions  on  any  measures  you  shall  devise 
and  thence  endeavour  to  set  ye  Succeeding  GoAmanders  against 
you. 

For  my  own  part,  my  regards  for  you  would  prompt  me  at  all 
adventures  to  wait  on  you,  but  I  find  myself  so  much  embazBssed 
by  the  perplexed  Circumstances  of  this  unhappy  Province  that  it  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  follow  the  strong  Inclinations  I  have  to  attend 
you.  Your  Dispatches  found  me  preparing  to  set  out  for  the 
Susquehanah,  where  the  Provincial  Forces  are  waiting  for  me,  in 
order  to  proceed  on  an  Expedition  ^or  huildinga  Fort  at  Shamokin^ 
&  cannot  on  any  Account  be  retarded,  as  the  Season  is  already  too 
far  advanced,  and  I  shall  scarce  be  able  to  put  them  in  motion  before 
my  Assembly  will  meet  on  my  Summons  to  take  into  consideration 
how  to  prevent  the  total  Desertion  of  the  Counties  on  the  Frontiera, 
of  which  I  have  reason  to  be  very  apprehensive. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  King's  Determination.  I  hope  the 
Government  intended  you  will  be  acoompained  with  the  Command  of 
the  Regiment  there,  but  sure  I  am  that  this  change,  tho'  possibly 
more  profitable  to  yourself,  will  not  be  agreeable  to  those  who  wish 
well  to  the  Northern  Colonies,  as  it  must  be  universally  acknowl- 
edged that  you  understand  Aeir  Interests  and  Connections  perfectly 
well  and  can  give  the  best  Information  and  Counsel  in  any  matters 
respecting  them.  , 

Their  grateful  Acknowledgments  will  follow  you  wherever  yon' go; 
to  your  well  concerted  Schemes  and  well  conducted  Operations  they 
will  attribute  the  Reduction  of  Cape  Breton,  the  conquest  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  lake;  advantage  gained  over  the  French  at  Lake 
George,  and  indeed  every  thing  that  has  given  these  Colonies  so 
high  a  Reputation  and  placed  them  in  so  conspicuous  a  Light  to  his 
Majesty  and  ye  British  Nation. 
I  am^  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and 

very  obedient  humble 

Servant, 
ROB.  H.  MORRIS. 
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I  have  been  about  a  Letter  to  jou  some  time  bat  my  Interrnp- 
iions  have  hindrod  me  from  fioishing  it. 

Incf&ned, 

Draught  L're  to  General  Shirley,  25  Ap',  1756. 


Chas.  Read  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

ly  Sir : 

I  am  told  that  w^  the  Indians  now  at  Philadelphia,  going  w*^ 
Coll**  Clapham,  there  is  one  Will.  Loguess ;.  if  He  be  there  on  that 
Intention  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  Inform  y  Hon'  that  He  is  a  fellow 
on  whom  no  Dependance  can  be  had  &  is  impudent  &  mischievous  in 
his  Nature.  His  father  &  Relations  removed  ab*  two  years  ago  to 
Wioming  where  they  now  are,  &  -'tis  to  be  feared  He  will  take  the 
first  opportufaity  of  going  off  to  the  Enemy  that  presents.  He  is  a 
Jersey  Indian. 

I  am,  in  haste, 
P  Hon« 
Most  Obed^  Humble  ServS 

CHA.  READ. 
Burt, 

April  25, 1756. 
Gov  Morris. 

Directed. 

To  The  Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

«  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indorsed, 

26  Ap',  1756.    Charles  Read.    Read  in  Council  26«*  Ap*.    C. 
Wciser,  Pres*. 


Danl.^Clause  to  Rich'd  Peters,  1756. 

Buriington,  25**  Ap',  1756. 
Sir: 

I  arrived  here  this  Evening  and  found  all  the  Indians  safe  landed. 
I  represented  your  Dissatisfaction  to  them  for  taking  Young  Francis 
and  1  ho' Graham  along  without  the  Governours  Knowledge.  Skaron- 
yade  then  in  his  fretting  way  desired  me  to  answer  you  Thus,  that 
he  neither  of  these  two  ask'd  to  go  along,  but  Mr.  Francis  went  of 
bis  own  Inclination,  and  as  he  thought,  with  the  Consent  of  his 
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Friendf.  At  the  aame  tine  he  mii0t  peroeiTe  now  fnllj  AtA  Hie 
white  people  looked  at  them  m  Dogs,  and  would  not  traafc  their 
Chihleren  to  their  Care,  whereby  thej  oonld  disooTer  the  little  Confi- 
dence and  Love  thej  had  to  them,  and  he  should  think  it  wonld 
strengthen  the  Bnglish  Interest  more  in  haying  many  of  their  People 
living  amonff  them  to  get  acquainted  w^  their  Language  &  Customs. 
I  convinced  him  of  Mr.  Francis's  Fault,  but  as  to  Graham  he  said 
he  belonged  to  their  fiunily  &  would  have  the  Gtoy*  to  consider  him 
such. 

He  desires  me  to  acquaint  you  that  they  forgot  the  Scalp  without 
the  Belts ;  it  was  left  at  Mr.  Weiser's  Lodging,  and  should  be  ghd 
to  have  it  sent  after  him.  The  Boat  is  immediately  returned  to 
Philad**,  and  my  Surtout  was  left  in  it.  I  should  be  glad  your 
honour  would  send  the  Boat  Man  word  to  bring  it  here,  and  the 
Tavern-keeper  will  send  it  after  me. 
lam 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Serv*, 

DAN.'CLAUS- 
Directed. 

To  The  Bev<  Bichard  Peters,  Philadelphia. 
Indorted. 

25  Ap',  1756.    Daniel  Olaus,  from  Burlington  with  Soarroyady 


Sir: 


GovR.  Hardt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  25*  Ap',  1756. 


I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Johnson,  of  the  18^ 
dated  from  Burnett's  Field,  where  he  arrived  that  Day,  with  some 
Regulars,  Militia  and  Indians,  and  have  now  the  Pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  the  Important  Post  of  Oswego  was  fiot  invested  as  sett 
forth  by  the  Indians,  and  Coll*  Mercer  is  of  opinion  what  they  took 
for  large  Bodys  were  only  Scalping  Partys. 

I  have  received  your  Detter  of  the  18^^,"*"  and  shall  be  extremely 
glad  to  render  j^ou  my  best  Services,  by  joining  sonn  Forces  of  this 
Province  to  those  of  yours,  should  there  be  occasion  for  it,  when  the 
Service  of  Building  the  Fort  at  Shamokin  is  over.  But  I  trust  the 
Breach  with  the  Shawanese  will  be  Accommodated  by  that  time. 

The  late  AUarm  carried  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  with  the  Militia  as  far 
as  the  Carrying  Place,  which  I  suppose  prevented  him  from  giving 
me  further  accounts  of  that  matter. 

By  Letters  I  have  received  from  London  by  a  Vessell  arrived  at 
Boston  in  Seven  Weeks,  I  have  an  account  that  Lord  Loudon  is 

*  See  page  629. 
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Appointed  Commaader-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Foroes  in  America, 
and  that  be  brings  with  him  two  Regiments  and  Major  General 
Abererombie  Colonel  of  one  of  them. 
I  am,  with  great  Eegard; 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obed^ 

Humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  HARDY. 
The  Hon"'  Goy'  Morris. 

Indorsed,  \ 

26  Ap',  1756.    S'.  Charles  Hardie. 


a 

Gov.  Morris,  to  Rich.  Peters,  1756. 

Dear  Sir, 

By  the  Western  post  I  have  a  letter  from  E.  Shippen,  enclosing 
a  clause  of  a  letter  from  Cap^  McKee,  by  which  I  find  that  John 
Shekallemy  is  gone  off,  which  MoKee  attributed  to  y*  threats  he  re- 
ceived from  the  country  People.  I  have  a  Confused  letter  from 
W.  Trent  at  Carlisle,  giving  an  account  that  five  Swiss  familys  were 

g[>ne  ^m  York  county  to  Joyn  the  French,  and  that  many  Roman 
atholicks  in  York  &  Frederick  counties  had  engaged  to  go  off  to  y* 
Ohio,  there  does  not  appear  to  me  much  truth  in  this  account.  But 
another  he  giv6s,  and  is  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Coll.  Wood  of 
Virginia,  seems  too  true ;  the  Letter  says  that  100  men  from  fort 
Cumberland,  were  at  Joseph  Edward's  on  Saturday  y*  17^  Instant, 
under  the  command  of  Cap.  Jn".  Mercer,  in  the  evening,  finding 
Indians  were  very  near,  the  Cap^,  marched  out  with  40  men,  and  not 
far  from  the  plantation,  were  drawn  into  a  snare ;  the  enemy  had 
vast  advantages  of  them,  killd  Cap^  Mercer,  Lieut.  Carter,  and  18 
men.    I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  Very  Humble  Serv*. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Back,  Wednesday  evening,  April  28, 1766. 
Directed, 

To  Riohaid  Peters,  Bsq"*,,  Philad". 
Indorsed^ 

28  Apr.  1756.    Governor  Morris. 

*  See  it,  page  634. 
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Oct.  Morris  to  Robert  Strbttbll,  ftc,  1756. 

Lancaster,  May  !•♦,  1756. 
Gent-. 

I  got  to  this  place  last  night,  through  j*  rain,  and  propose  to- 
morrow to  proceed  to  Harris's  Ferry,  where  y«  Troops  are  assembliDg 
very  fast,  and  will  be  complete  in  a  little  time. 

On  the  road  I  met  y«  western  Post,  who  brought  me  a  letter 
and  a  Memorandum,  Gopys  whereof  are  under  this  cover.  The  Ac- 
counts in  both  are  very  extraordinary,  and  I  am  apt  to  believe  false, 
especially,  that  of  y  Defection  in  York  and  Fredrick  counties.  Be 
pleased  when  you  have  done  with  the  inclosed  Copys,  to  send  them 
to  the  Comissioners.     I  am,  Gent", 

Your  most  obed*.  lyimble  serv*. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Directed. 
To  the  Honourable  Robert  Strettall,  Esq',  &c.,  of  the  Council. 

Indorsed. 

Janur,  1"*.  May,  1756.     Gov**.  Lre.  to  the  Gonnci]|  reoed.  4**', 
P.  M. 


Dear  Sir. 


Gov.  Morris  to  R.  Peters,  1756. 

Lancaster,  May  4, 1756. 


I  had  your  favour  by  Cap^  Lloyd,  last  night,  and  having  made 
some  alterations  in  the  Proclamation,  I  shall  Publish  it  here  to-day, 
and  you  will  have  it  time  enough  to  put  into  the  Thursdays  paper.  I 
wish,  with  you^the  Declaration  of  war  had  been  ddayd  a  day  or  two 
longer,  but  it  was  a  right  measure  at  the  time  thought  so  by  myself 
and  every  body  but  the  Quakers,  and  for  that  reason  ought  to  give 
us  no  uneasiness ;  I  think  the  message  to  Wioming  will  hinder  any 
mischief,  and  our  people,  I  believe,  are  not  fond  of  going  out  upon 
parties  since  the  battle  at  Sidling  Mills.  I  write  to  S'.  Charles 
Hardy,  w*"**  you  will  forward,  and  as  I  cannot  withdraw  the  declara- 
tion, I  do  not  see  what  kind  of  Publication  I  can  make,  but  if  you 
and  the  Council  think  of  one  that  is  Proper,  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion. I  do  not  find  by  what  passd  at  Fort  Johnson,  that  the  Dela- 
wares  have  sent  messages  to  call  in  their  scalping  parties,  or  that  they 
mention  the  return  of  the  Prisoners. 

My  friend,  M'.  Morris,  the  Bearer  of  this,  applyd  to  me  for  a 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VIT.,  p.  110. 
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Patent  for  a  ferry  over  Sohaylkill,  of  which  he  had  had  soxne  talk 
with  you,  I  told  Him  I  was  very  inclinable  to  serve  him  if  it  was  in 
my  power,  that  I  had  some  Instructions  from  the  Prop",  as  to  that 
matter,  bat  did  not  reoolect  what  they  were,  that  I  would  speak  Co 
yoa  upon  the  Head,  and  either  grant  what  he  asked,  or  let  him  know 
the  reason  why  I  could  not ;  and  renuing  his  application  here,  I  de- 
sired he  would  give  me  a  note  of  what  ne  wanted,  which  you  have 
enclosed,  and.  upon  which  you  will  give  me  your  thoughts.  I  would 
gladly  serve  him  in  this  affair,  and  you  will  therefore  put  me  in  tho 
way  of  doing  all  I  can  without  acting  counter  to  my  Instructions, 
and  either  send  me  the  proper  instruments,  or  have  them  prepared 
against  my  return,  as  you  shall  Judge  best* 

We  go  on  hitherto  very  well,  your  brother  is  in  high  health  and 
spirits,  and  when  we  get  into  our  geers  in  a  camp,  we  shall  do  things 
very  regularly ;  adB,  as  Riding  does  you  good,  you  may  come  and 
see  us,  as  I  believe  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  troops  move  off 
for  want  of  more  arms,  and  from  the  badness  of  those  they  have, 
which  I  am  obliged  to  take  gunsmiths  from  this  town  to  repair. 
Hemember  me  to  all  friends,  and  believe  me  J)',  Sir, 

Tour  Affectionate  Humble  Serv*. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS.' 

The  Inclosed,  from  Burd,  came  to  me  last  night,  send  it  to  the  . 
Oommiss".,  &  forward  the  certificates  to  me,  as  the  not  paying  men 
that  have  done  duty,  discourages  the  service. 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esqr.,  at  Philad".,  by  favour  of  Sam^  Morris, 
E8q^ 

Indorsed. ' 

Govern'.  Morris. 


Proclamation  of  Gov,. Morris  for  a  Fast,  1766. 

By  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Counties  of  Newcastle,  K<Mit,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  often  the  Method  of  God's  Providence,  for  the 
Glory  of  His  Name  and  the  Maintenance  of  true  Holiness,  graciously 
to  visit  his  People  for  their  Sins,  and  in  a  more  solemn  manner  to 
call  them  to  Repentance  by  awakening  Judgments  from  Heaven, 
which  if  neglected  or  contemned,  render  such  a  People  still  more 
Vol.  11.-28^ 
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obnozioiu  to  diyine  Displearare.  And  Whereas  at  this  present  tium 
the  Jadgments  of  the  Lord  seem  Tisiblj  to  be  abroad  upon  the  Earth, 
whose  habitable  parts  have  been  almost  nniversallj  agitated  with 
frequent  and  most  dreadful  Earthquakes,  great  Cities  in  divers  plaoes 
being  overturned  &  many  Thousands  of  their  Inhabitants  buried  in 
the  ruins,  and  Sin  and  Wickedness  nevertheless  still  extensively  pre- 
vailing. And  Whereas  Our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  touched  with 
a  deep  Sense  of  these  things,  and  a  thorough  Concern  for  the  Glory 
of  God  and  the  Prosperity  of  His  Dominions,  was  pleased  to  appoint 
and  command  a  Day  of  public  Fasting,  Prayer  and  Supplication,  and 
most  fervently  to  join  with  his  ffood  Subjects  in  one  grand  and 
solemn  Act  of  Devotion  before  the  Lord  of  Lords  and  King  of  Kings, 
to  implo^pB  Him  to  avert  just  Judgments  from  us,  to  continue  his 
Mercies  towards  us,  to  perpetuate  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  to  protect  and  bless  our  Fleets  and  Armies;  And 
Whereas  the  Imitation  of  such  an  illustrious  Example  is  not  only 
our  indispensible  Duty  on  so  awful  and  interesting  an  Occasion,  as 
we  are  equally  concerned  with  others  of  His  faithful  Subjects  in  the 
general  Safety  and  Prosperity  of  His  Dominions,  but  now  especially, 
as  this  Province  is  particularly  visited  with  the  murdering  Sword  of 
a  savage  Enemy,  a  considerable  part  of  it  being  already  laid  waste 
by  their  bloody  ravages,  great  Numbers  of  our  unhappy  Fellow  Sub- 
jects cruelly  murdered,  and  others  carried  into  a  barbarous  Captivity; 
and  the  approaching  Summer  opening  a  prospect  that  seems  big  with 
the  Fate  of  these  Colonies,  and  more  nearly  interesting  their  future 
Safety  than  any  period  whJbh  they  have  ever  yet  beheld. 

Wherefore,  upon  mature  Consideration  of  these  matters,  I  have 
thought  fit,  by  the  Advise  of  the  Council,  to  appoint  and  set  apart 
Friday,  the  twenty-first  day  of  May  Instant,  to  be  observed  throughout 
this  Province  and  Cqpnties  under  my  Government,  as  a  Day  of  pub- 
lic Fasting  and  general  Humiliation  before  the  Lord  our  God,  that 
we  may  with  one  Heart  and  Voice,  in  the  most  solemn  and  devout 
manner,  send  up  our  united  prayers  and  Supplications  to  the  Throne 
of  Grace  and  Mercy,  for  the  forgiveness  both  of  our  private  and  pub- 
lick  Sins,  for  averting  the  punishments  justly  due  to  them ;  for  re- 
formation and  Amendment  of  Manners ;  for  Harmony  and  publio 
Spirit  in  all  our  Transactions;  for  a  Blessing  upon  His  Majesty's 
Arms  em  ploy 'd  in  the  Defence  of  our  just  rights,  both  by  Sea  and 
Land;  for  Consolation  and  redress  to  our  sufiering  Brethren  and 
Neighbours;  for  a  speedy  Deliverance  from  our  cruel  and  blood- 
thirsty Enemies ;  and  for  tUb  continuing  among  us  and  spreading 
abroad  to  the  remotest  pait  of  this  dark  Contiufint,  the  inestimable 
Blessings  of  British  Liberty,  and  the  pure  Light  of  the  Protestant 
Keligion,  equally  reformed  from  vain  Superstition  and  giddy  En- 
thusiasm. 

And  I  do  therefore  Order  and  require  that  the  said  Public  Fast 
be  religiously  observed  and  kept,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  by  all 
His  Majesty's  loving  Subjects  within  this  Province  and  Countiofi^ 
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of  whatsoever  Denomination..  And  I  reoomend  it  to  the  several 
Ministers  of  the  Oospel  to  eompose  Prayers  and  Sermons  suitable  to 
the  ocoasion,  to  be  nsed  in  their  respe'ctiye  Churches  and  plaoes  of 
Worship  on  that  Day;  And  they  are  further  required  to  publish  this 
Proclamation  to  their  Congregations  during  the  Divine  Service  the 
next  preceding  Lord's  Day. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Pi'ovince,  at 
Lancaster,  the  fourth  day  of  May,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-Six,  and  in  the  twenty- 
ninth  Year  of  the  reign  of  Our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  Se- 
cond, by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.,  &c. 
God  Savb  the  Kino. 
[L.  S.]  KOBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 


Richard  Peters  to  Genl.  Shirley,  1756. 

Philadelphia,  6^»»  May  1756, 

Sir: 

In  the  absence  of  the  Governor  who  went  last  Week  to  the  Fron- 
tier Counties,  the  Council  opened  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  2d 
Jnstant,  inclosing  one  of  the  24"^  April,  from  Sir  William  Johnson^ 
to  you  finding  great  fault  with  Governor  Morris  for  issuing  his  Pro- 
clamationf  declaring  the  Delawares,  tho'  they  were  carrying  on  a 
most  destructive  and  ruinous  War  against  this  Province,  Enemies  to 
his  Majesty  and  offering  a  Reward  fur  their  Scalps — and  on  consid- 
ering this  Letter  together  with  what  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to 
say  vizt. :  that  if  there  shoud  appear  any  thing  to  governor  Morris, 
'<  which  upon  a  Reconsideration  of  this  matter  may  make  it  advisea- 
*'  ble  for  him  to  suspend  Hostilities  against  the  Indians  affected  by 
^'  his  Declaration  until  the  result  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  Meeting 
^^  the  Indians  at  Onondago  is  known.  Yoti  did  not  doubt  but  he 
''  woud  think  it  a  prudent  Measure,^'  and  on  likewise  considering 
the  Several  Letters  from  Sir  Charles  Hardy  Copys  of  some  of  which 
are  inclosed,  the  Council  have  unanimously  resolved  to  advise  the 
Governor  to  Publish  a  Cessation  of  |^stilities  against  the  Susque- 
hannah  Delawares,  until  further  order,  and  have  directed  me  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  their  having  done  so ;  and  that  they  woud  likewise 
have  advised  a  general  Cessation  of  Hostilities  against  the  Delaware 
Tribe,  was  it  not  a  matter  of  Fact  that  those  from  Ohio  have  but 
lately  appeared  in  large  Bodys  on  our  Western  Frontiers,  and  killed 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  210,  also  Archives,  (Peters's  Letter  to  the 
GoTcrnor,  page  654.)  f  Sec  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  p.  88. 
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tod  earned  away  great  Numbers  of  our  Inhiabiiante  over  Sosqne- 
bannahj  and  by  the  last  post  from  Annapolis  it  ia  expressly  wrote  by 
the  Post  Master  there  that  these  Delaware  Indians  were  then  murder- 
ing twelve  miles  within  Winchester,  having  destroy'd  the  settle* 
mentsat  Conegoehege  and  the  GonoUaways  and  other  plaees,  as  well 
in  oar  Province  as  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  in  several  Deposi- 
tions taken  of  Prisoners,  who  have  from  time  to  time  made  their 
Escape  from  these  Delawares,  it  is  positively  declared  that  they  were 
meditating  a  grand  attack  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Provinces  and  that  we  may  expect  them  as  soon  as  their  In- 
dian Com  is  Planted  to  the  number  of  two  thousand'Indians  of  dif- 
ferent nations  all  embodied  against  us  by  the  Influence  of  the  French 
and  these  Delawares,  the  Council  therefore  cannot  think  it  prudent, 
the  Province  being  in  such  Circumstances,  that  these  Indians  shond 
be  included  within  the  Cessation  of  Hostilities,  as  Sir  William  John- 
son has  before  this  time  received  from  Governor  Morris  one  of  the 
Printed  Proclamations  and  his  Letter  accompanying  it,  sent  by  Mr. 
Clause,  who  had  the  charge  of  Conductiug  Scarroyady  and  bis  Com- 
pany to  Fort  Johnson,  and  likewise  heard  the  acc^ :  these  Indians 
woud  give  of  the  most  miserable  Condition  of  the  Back  Counties,  it 
is  hoped  he  sees  the  measure  in  another  lighl;  than  he  did  when  he 
wrote  his  Letter,  and  will  have  considered  the  Reasons  for  it  as  set 
forth  by  the  Governor  in  that  Letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  here  in- 
closed whereby  it  will  appear  that  when  that  Declaration  was  pub- 
lished, the  Enemy  Indians  were  greatly  encreased  in  their  numbers, 
and  appeared  in  more  formidable  Bodies  upon  every  fresh  Descent — 
That  the  Frontier  Counties  were  near  being  abandoned.  That  the 
Six  Nation  Indians  to  a  Man  who  were  Parties  at  the  late  Treaty 
thought  the  measure  absolutely  necessary,  advised  it,  &  assured  us 
it  woud  be  agreeable  to  the  Six  Nations  and  even  promised  to  engage 
some  of  their  Warriors  to  assist  us  against  them — that  the  formality 
of  a  Declaration  tho'  necessary  to  animate  our  own  People  coud 
make  no  manner  of  difference  as  to  the  Enemy,  Delawares  who  had 
been  for  some  time  before  and  then  were  butc  hering  the  Kings  Sub- 
jects like  Beasts,  appointed  for  Slaughter  or  driving  th^n  before  them 
bound  with  Cords  and  Naked  into  a  Shameful  Captivity,  the  Council 
say  when  these  matters  come  to  be  considered  together  with  the  Re- 
strictions in  the  Proclamation  and  the  Distinctions  between  those  in 
Open  war,  and  those  who  have  not  joined  them  no  one  can  with  Jus- 
tice censure  the  Declaration  but  impute  the  Faults  where  it  does  in 
truth  lye  at  the  Door  of  the  Mlawares  for  they  and  they  only  not  the 
Shawonese,  who  are  included  in  the  Declaration. 

Tbe  Council — desire  further  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
Governor  by  their  Advice  has  sent  four  Indians,  two  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions and  two  friendly  Delawares  to  Wiomink  the  Principal  place  of 
Residence  of  the  Susquehannah  Delawares,  to  notify  to  them  and 
the  neighbouring  Indians  the  Transactions  between  the  Deputies  of 
the  Six  Nations  and  the  Chie&  and  Warriors  of  these  Susquehannah, 
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IndiauB  at  OtsaDingo  as  Communicated  to  bim  by  Sir  Cbarles  Hardy 
from  Sir  William  JobnsoA,  and  tbafe  tbese  messengers  bad  furtber 
in  Charge  to  assare  tbose  Indians  tbat  if  the  Treaty  took  fall  effeot 
and  tbeir  future  actions,  corresponded  to  tbe  Professions  made  to  tbe 
Deputies  of  the  Six  Nations,  they  sboud  find  a  ready  Disposition  in 
this  Qovemment  to  return  to  their  old  Friendship,  on  their  giving 
up  tbe  English  Prisoners  and  acknowledging  their  Faults. 

The  Council  requests  of  your  Excellency  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  make  Sir  William  JoJ^nson  acquainted  with  these  mattevs  that 
they  may  be  properly  mentioned  at  the  Treaty  at  Onandago  and  if 
this  be  done  they  apprehend  no  ill  consequences  can  attend  tbe  De- 
claration of  war  but  tbat  it  will  appear  that  this  Qovemment  tho' 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  niaking  it  and  offering  rewards  for  such, 
aa  woud.go  out  against  such  a  Dcatructive  Enemy,  has  paid  a  due 
regard  to  tbe  Mediation  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  will  still  do  it,  nor 
do  tbe  council  think  that  Sir  William  Johnson  sboud  blame,  but 
rather  justify  this  step,  especially  as  during  the  time  of  the  meeting 
at  Otsaningo,  tbe  Delawares  from  tbe  Ohio,  were  doing  their  greatest 
mischief  both  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  and  do  still 
vow  not  to  leave  an  English  Man  alive,  wluch  sboud  stir  up  these 
very  Susquehannah  Indians,  in  conjunction  with  the  Six  Nations  to 
assist  us  in  bringing  them  to  terms  of  Peace,  and  to  consider  this 
Declaration  as  made  against  tbese  implacable  and  obstinate  Enemies 
and  not  against  any  that  now  i^e  or  hereafter  may  be  disposed  to 
barken  to  the  Six  Nations  mediating  in  our  favour. 

Tbe  Council  doubts  not  but  tbe  Governor  will  concur  with  them 
in  these  Sentiments  and  supply  what  is  wanting  of  his  Authority  in 
this  letter,  but  in  the  mean  time  till  he  can  signify  this  himself,  as 
he  is  at  a  Distance  they  thought  it  tbeir  duty  to  lay  these  matten 
before  your  Excellency,  and  request  they  may  be  communicated  to 
Sir  William  Johnson,  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  take  off  any  pre- 
judice tbat  may  arise  in  bis  mind  or  with  the  Indians,  on  occasion 
of  this  Declaration,  and  least  any  accident  sboud  have  befallen  Mr. 
Clause,  and  the  Letters  sent  bybim  miscarry  they  further  desire  yo« 
will  furnish  Sir  William  Johnson,  with  one  of  the  Printed  Procla- 
tions  and  the  Copy  of  tbe  governors  Letter  to  bim,  on  tbe  24^ 
April. 

I  am, 

Your  Excellency's 
vpiOBi  obedient 

humble'iervant, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sbo. 
By  order  of  tbe  Council. 

Indorsed, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Richard  Peters,  Esq'.,  Sec,  to  his  Excel- 
lency Gen.  Shirley. 

*  Beferred  to  Colon.  Beo.  YII.  on  page  117  &  127. 
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R.  Peters  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

HoDoured  Sir, 

The  CouDcil  desires  me  to  Ackaowledge  your  favour  of  the  first 
Instant,  with  the  Information  inclosed  of  Attempts  having  been 
made  to  persuade  the  Roman  Cathoiioks  of  F^derick  &  York 
Conntys  to  remove  to  the  Ohio,  which  they  hope  ft  think  with  you 
there  are  no  sufficient  grounds  for. 

The  Oounoil  has  approved  the  proclamation"^  for  a  fast,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  published  in  the  Gazette,  and  they  flatter  them* 
selves  it  will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  you. 

The  Express  retum'd  yesterday  from  General  Shirley,  with  a  kind 
letterf  from  him,  ordering  600  Arms,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  the  Necessarys  for  the  Obtaining  &  Shipping  of  them  at 
Boston  have  been  done  by  M'.  Mifflin. 

We  have  had  long  Councils  on  the  Subject  of  S*"  William  John- 
son's Extraordinary  Letter^  to  General  Shirley,  ft  tho'  it  be  justly 
Exceptionable  both  in  substance,  &  still  yet  as  the  Six  Nations 
Deputies  had  brought  matters  to  such  a  Ripeness  with  the  Delle- 
wares,  the  Councill  was  unanimously  of  Opinion  to  Advise  you  to 
publish  a  Suspension  of  Arm8,§  till  the  result  shall  be  known  of  the 
Conference  with  the  Indians  in  this  great  treaty  to  be  held  by  Coll*. 
Johnson  at  Onnondagoe,  &  leave  it  to  you  to  do  it  when  ft  in  what 
manner  you  shall  think  best  for  the  publick  good ;  they  have  like- 
wise wrote  a  Letter  to  General  Shirley,  with  a  request  that  he  would 
Immediately  Dispatch  a  Messenger  to  S'  W^*.  Johnson  with  what 
they  had  wrote  to  the  General ;  ft  if  this  reaches  the  hands  of  M'. 
Johnson  before  he  has  finished  with  the  Indians,  it  may  do  Con- 
siderable service,  ft  if  not,  it  cannot  do  harm.  You  will  receive 
Coppies  of  the  minutes  ft  Letters,  which  will  give  you  a  full  ft  just 
notion  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Councill. 

People  of  sence  in  as  well  out  of  trade  think  an  Embargo  neces- 
sary, and  may  it  not  be  right  in  the  Governour  to  put  it  upon  the 
Assembly  by  adding  a  clause  in  favour  of  it  to  your  Messuage  to 
them? 

Indorsed, 
Richard  Peters  to- Gov'.  Morris,  6th  May^  1756. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  VII.,  p  110;  and  page  649  this  Vol. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  111. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  112,  U7.  {  lb.  144, 192. 
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_•     Richard  Peters  to  Gov'r,  Hardy,  1756. 

Philadelphia,  6  May,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  Goyernor's  Absence  has  put  the  Council  under  some  diffi- 
caltys  with  respect  to  a  Letter  they  have  been  obliged  to  take  under 
their  Consideration,  sent  by  S'  W".  Johnson  to  -General  Shirley,* 
&  by  him  sent  to  Gov'.  Morris,  in  which  S'  William  complains  of 
the  Declaration  of  War  that  the  Gov.  issued  against  the  Delawares, 
and  desires  the  General's  Interposition. 

As  your  Excellency  has  taken  a  very  kind  Part  in  assisting  this 
Province,  which  is  really  in  a  most  distressed  Condition,  I  do  myself 
the  Honour  to  send  you  under  a  Flying  Seal  the  Dispatches  of  the 
Council  to  the  General,  and  when  you  have  perused  them,  Be 
pleased  to  send  them  with  all  imaginable  Dispatch  by  Express  or 
otherwise  as  you  shall  think  ye  most  Speedy  way  to  the  General. 
I  hope  what  has  been  done  will  be  agreeable  to  you  &  meet  with 
jour  Approbation. 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient, 

humble  Servant. 

Indorsed f 

Richard  Peters  to  S'  Charles  Hardie,  6  May,  1756; 


R.  Peters  to  Qov'r.  Hardy,  1766. 

Philadelphia,  8th  May,  1756. 
8ir, 

The  Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddie,f  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a 
Copy,  was  opened  by  the  Council,  Governor  Morris  continuing  still 
in  the  Frontier  Counties,  and  they  have  ordered  me  to  send  an 
Xizpress  with  this  important  and  Melancholy  Account  of  matters, 
Vfrhich  will  serve  to  shew  to  the  Six  Nations  that  notwithstanding 
their  Interposition  the  Delawares  are  not  disposed  to  lay  down  the 
Hatchet,  but  as  far  and  as  fast  as  they  can  to  destroy  all  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  in  these  Colonies,  and  to  lay  all  waste  before  them.  In 
this  shocking  continuence  of  a  Bloody  War,  can  the  Six  Nations 
think  it  reasonable  that  there  should  be  a  suspension  of  Hostilities 
with  respect  to  these  Delawares,  or  can  they  fulfill  their  Engage- 
ments to  his  Majesty  if  they  do  not  approve  of  the  Declaration  of 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  117.  J      t  ^h.  p.  133. 
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ibis  Government  and  assist  the  King's  Subjects  in  the  War,  and 
that  speedily  and  efFcctaallj. 

I  am  ordered  further  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  400  Men 
are  very  soon  to  begin  their  March  to  Shamokin,  in  order  to  build  a 
Fort  there  for  the  Reception  and  Protection  of  such  of  the  Six 
Nations  and  Delawares  as  will  be  sent  to  join  against  these  Groel 
Enemies,  and  to  desire  your  Excellency  will  be  so  good  to  send  this 
Letter  and  the  inclosed  Copy  of  Governor  Dinwiddie's  Letter  to 
General  Shirley,  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  Sir  William  John- 
son with  all  Possible  dispatch,  so  as  to  reach  him  before  the  Treaty 
be  finished  at  Onondago. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  Obedient, 

humble  Servant, 
RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

Indonedy 

Copy  of  a  Letter,  Richard  Peters,  Esq^;  Secretary^  to  S'  Charles 
Hardy,  Dated  8th  May,  1756. 


Petition  from  Chester  County,  1756. 

"We;  the  Inhabitants  of  S*.  Vincent  Township,  Puke  Land,  Chester 
County,  here  underwritten,  having  maturely  weighed  and  considered 
the  almost  Inevitable  Dangers  to  which  We  are  exposed,  and  think- 
ing it  our  bounden  Duty  as  Christians  an<l  most  Loyal  Subjects  to 
our  most  gracious  Sovereign  Lord,  Georg  the  Second,  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  kQ. 

To  Save,  if  possible,  Our  Lives,  Wives,  Children,  Liberty,  and 
our  most  holy  Religion  from  the  Hands  of  our  most  cruel  and  Mer- 
ciless Enemy,  who  daily  approaches  Us  with  hasty  Conquering  and 
Murdering  Steps,  Have,  first  imploring  the  Assistance  of  the 
Almighty  Sovereign,  Giver  of  all  Victories,  on  our  Feeble  Endea- 
vours, Form'd,  and  by  these  presents  do  form  and  associate^  Our- 
selves into  an  Independent  Company,  under  the  Denomination  of 
the  S*.  Vincent  and  Puke's  Land  Association,  and  to  be  in  Subjec- 
tion to  One  Capt»,  One  Lieuten*,  and  One  Ensign,  which  shall  be- 
regularly  chose  and  Voted  for  by  us  hereafter. 

The  tenth  Day  of  May,  1756,  We  further  Assembled,  do  choose 
Adam  Heylman,  Capt",  John  Hart,  Lieuten',  Adam  Roontour, 
Eupign  of  the  s^d  Company. 
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Ab  witnesses  of  Oar  hands^ 


John  Lewis  Aohb^ 
EsAiAS  Charlbs^ 
MioHSL  Hylkan, 
Philip  Lbwis, 
Jacob  Defran, 
Fbbdbeio  Swab, 
Yalintin  Hknbt, 
Jacob  Mann, 
John  Ad.  Hylman^ 
Jacob  Bravn, 
JosT.  Eykbhabd, 
Will-.  Henby, 
Jacob  Oebharb^ 
John  Hylman, 
John  Habtman^ 
Jacob  LoscHj 
Michel  Conbad, 
John  Valentin  Ebnst, 
Chables  Gbamp, 
Peteb  Dbmleb, 
Fbedsbick  Mack^ 
Jacob  Vine, 
Phil.  Muntz, 

BaTHASAB  HYLBfAN, 

John  Stein, 
Oeobo  Good, 
Geobo  Heabts, 


Valentin  Vittlbb, 
John  Bound, 
John  Bekeb, 
Jacob  Good, 
Adam  Stone, 
Adam  Swebneb, 
Dietbbich  Boom, 

BiTCHABT  BbISCHEBT, 

Ebnst  Fanstiel, 
John  Gbassebt, 
Adam  McNelly, 
John  McNelly, 
Fbbdebic  Hosseus, 
Jacob  Thomas, 
Petbb  Steioeb, 
Peteb  Selle, 
Geobq  Weny, 
Adam  Moses, 
Valentin  Smidt, 
Geobq  Nieleb, 
Michel  Both, 
Jacob  Cobnsb, 

CONBAD  SeLLNEB, 

Simon  Sleideb, 
Peteb  Sleideb, 
Jacob  Danefels. 


Indorted^ 

Association  Officers  in  Vincent  Township. 


Dunk  Halifax  to  Gov.  Mobbis  1756. 


Circular. 


Sir,- 


Grosyenor  Square,  May  the  11^^,  1756 


This  Letter  will  he  sent  hj  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  whom  His  Ma- 
jesty has  appointed  Captain  General  of  his  Forces  in  North  Ame- 
rica ;  a  Post  of  so  high  and  important  a  nature,  that  it  might  appear 
a  Sort  of  presumption  in  me  to  say  any  thing  of  the  Character  that 
fills  it,  if  I  was  not  so  well  acquainted  with  it.  The  deference  and 
obedience  you  owe  to  His  Majesty's  appointment  will  of  course  dis- 
pose you  to  co-operate  in  every  thing  his  Lordship  shall  propose  for 
His  Majesty's  Service,  and  therefore  I  can  have  nothing  to  recom- 

28* 
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mend  to  yon  on  that  head ;  but  as  a  Friend  of  His  LordshipB,  I  rami 
indulge  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  that  His  Lordship's  natural 
Disposition  and  amiable  Qualities  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  but 
that  you  will  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  carrying  on  the  publick 
Business  with  him.  The  Events  of  tfao  ensuing  Campaign,  in  which 
the  Interest,  Honour  and  Safety  of  His  Majesty's  American  Domi- 
nions are  so  deeply  concerned,  are  in  the  hands  of  Providence  3  but 
His  Majesty,  as  far  as  he  has  been  able  to  provide  for  the  Success 
of  Arms  by  the  choice  of  a  General,  seems  to  have  done  it  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun.  A  great  Empire  is  to  be 
fought  for,  and  one,  in  which  His  Majesty's  Subjects,  if  they  exert 
themselves  with  the  vigour  they  ought  to  do,  have  (I  thank  God !) 
a  manifest  superiority.  That  their  minds  may  be  wholly  intent  upon 
the  great  Business  in  hand,  and  in  no  degree  diverted  by  considera- 
tions of  a  lesser  moment  from  the  important  object  in  view,  it  is  the 
Duty  of  the  Governors  of  all  His  Majesty's  Provinces  (and  I  earn- 
estly recommend  it  to  you)  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  in  sup- 
pressing and  preventing  any  partial  Provincial  Altercations,  Jealous- 
ies or  Disputes,  which  may  impede  and  obstruct  the  just  and  vigorous 
measures  His  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  pursue  in  maintenance 
of  his  just  Rights,  the  Honour  of  his  Crown,  and  the  Security  of  his 
Subjects. 

I  am.  Sir,  Tour  mcfet  obedient 

and  Humble  Servant, 

DUNK  HALIFAX.* 
To  His  Excell*'  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'., 

Depy  Governor  of  Pensylvania. 
Indorsed. 

Pensylvania  Letter,  May  11%  1756.    Dunk  Halifax,  &c 


List  op  Articles  from  Bbthlbhem,  1756^ 

Bethl-,  May  14%  1756. 
Honourable  Gentlemen : 

M".  Horsfield  being  absent,  I  have,  in  the  mean  while  sent  you 
the  foil*  by  Jac.  Ebrenharts  Team. 
Viz :  26  Guns,  pack'd  in  a  Chest, 

78  Blankets,  Loose, 

4  dos.  of  Powder  Horns,  D«.,    ' 

1  Cag  of  Wine, 

1  d^  with  some  D»., 

1  d«  some  Spirits, 

1  d-  fall  of  D«., 

1  d<^  with  some  Vinegar, 

3  d«  of  Milk  Bisquet, 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  179,  181. 
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2  d*  of  GKnger  Bread, 
^  of  a  Cheese,  packed  in  a  Bag  of  Tobacco, 
2  Cheeses  d*"  in  a  Barrel  with  Car.  Box,  and  Shoes, 
1S3  Cart  Boxes,  some  in  a  Bar^  and  1  Bar^  fall, 
77  Tomahawks,  Loose, 
1  Cag  of  Nails, 

A  Bag  of  Tobacco,  Leaf,  )  ,   .,  .    ^^^  j.- 
1  Roll  of  Pigtail,  t  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^*«' 

1  small  Bag  with  some  Seasons  in  the  Gin.  Bread  Cask, 

1  Cag  of  Sundries, 

2  Spying  Glasses, 

21  pair  of  Shoes,  with  Cart  Boxes,  in  a  Barrel, 
1  whole  Cask  of  Shoes. 
The  above  I  have  pack'd  and  got  pack'd  as  good  as  could  be  in 
haste,  I  hope  it  may  come  safe  to  the  designed  Place. 
I  am, 

Honour'd  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Serv', 

THOS.  BARTOW,  jun'. 
Directed. — To  the  Honble  Commissioners  at  Harris's  Ferry. 
Indorsed. 

Acco^  of  Stores  from  Northampton  County,  in  Jacob  Emhart's 
Waggon. 


H.  Fox  TO  Gov.  MoBRis,  1766. 

Whitehall,  May  17**,  1756. 
Sir: 

Hbi  Majesty  having  found  it  necessary  to  declare  War  against  the 
French  King,  has  been  pleased,  in  a  Council  held  this  Day  at  Ken- 
sington for  that  purpose,  to  sign  the  inclosed  Declaration,  and  to 
order  that  the  same  should  be  published  to  Morrow  by  the  Heralds 
at  Arms,  in  the  usual  Places,  and  with  the  accustomed  Formalities ; 
I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  you  the  King's  Pleasure,  that  you 
should  cause  the  said  Declaration  of  War  to  be  proclaimed  in  ths 
Province  under  your  Government,  that  His  Majesty's  Subjects  hav- 
ing this  Notice  may  take  care  to  prevent  any  Mischief,  which  other- 
wise they  might  suffer  from  the  Enemy,  and  do  their  Duty  in  their 
several  Stations,  to  distress  and  annoy  the  Subjects  of  France ;  and 
His  Majesty  would  have  you  be  very  rigorous  and  severe  in  prevent- 
ing any  Ammunition,  or  Stores  of  any  kind,  from  being  carried  to 
them,  and  you  are  to  use  all  proper  Methods  that  may  be  most 
effectual  for  that  purpose. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant: 

H.  FOX. 
Gov  of  Pensylvania. 
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P.  S.    His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  LeUen  of  Marque, 
or  CommissioDs  to  Privateers  to  be  granted,  in  the  osaal  manner. 
I  have  reoeiyed  jonr  Letter  of  FeV*  ^^** 

Indorsed, 
Letter  Secretary  of  State  to  Governor,  &c.    May  17,  1756. 
[Read  in  Council,  at  Baston,  30«*  July,  1756.    Declaration  was 

Published  agreeably  thereto.     Road  in  Council,  11*^  Aug*,  1756,  at 
Philadelphia.    Published  the  next  day  w*^  the  usual  Formalities.] 


R.  Peters  to  Gov.  Hardy,  1756. 

PhUadelphia,  20  May,  1756. 
Sir, 

1  am  directed  by  Governor  Morris,  who  is  still  on  the  Frontier,  to 
transmit  to  your  £)xoellency  a  Copy  of  the  Act  passed  the  18*^  In- 
stant, for  the  more  effectual  Obstructing  the  Exportation  of  Provi- 
sions and  warlike  Stores  from  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Embargo  tookfplace  here  thisafbernoon,  and  an  Express  went 
imediately  to  the  Lower  Counties,  with  the  Governors  Warrant  to 
the  Collectors  there,  for  anjmediate  Embargo,  and  that  Assembly 
18  to  be  called  iuistantly. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Exoellenoys  Most  obedient 

bumble  servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS.f 
His  Excellency  S'  Charles  Hardie. 
Indorsed, 

Letter  Richard  Peters  to  S'  Charles  Hardie,^  dated  20*>'  May,  1756. 


Public  Stores  in  the  Hands  op  James  Read  at  READiNa, 
MAY28,ir56.    ' 

8  Swivel  Guns. 

5  Barrs  of  Lead,  w"  28**  each. 

1  Bagg  of  Bullets. 

1  Ditto  of  Swan  Shott. 
}  Barrel  Powder.    * 

5  Cartouch  Boxes,  with  Belts. 

2  Cartouch  Boxes,  without  Belts. 

*  See  p.  268,  269.     Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  26. 
t  See  Colon.  Rec  Vol.  VII.,  p.  129. 
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18  Axes  wilhoQt  Handles. 

2  Barrels  of  Bread. 
108  Pair  of  Shoes. 
95  Pair  of  Stockings^  viz. : 


*.     d. 

25  Pair  (< 

^2    6  a  pair. 

18  —  ^ 

a-8  10    — 

6  —  ^ 

M    4    — 

10  —  ^ 

1  8    9    — 

9  —  ^ 

»  2        — 

7  —  Q 

Is    8    - 

9  —  C 

1  2    4    — 

16  —  0 

a  2    1    — 

There  is  a  small  Quantity  of  Ram  iojan  8  Oall"  Kegg,  left  by  the 
Hen  lately  posted  at  Keading  under  Lient^  Spearing. 

Indorsed.— Bepoxi  of  Public  Stores  at  Beading;  May  28^  1756. 


Request  from  Bermuda  for  Provisions,  1756. 

Bermuda  alias     | 
SoMER  Islands.  J 

To  the  Honourable  the  Governor  of  his  Majestie's  Colonies 
rL    L 1      ^°  North  America,  and  to  all  other  Governors  of  Charter 
I-  '      -^      or  proprietary  Government  in  the  same,  and  to  all  othew 
whom  it  may  concern. 

Whereas  I  have  been  informed  that  Acts  have  lately  passed  in 
several  of  his'  Majesty's  Northern  Colonies,  Prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tion of  Flour,  Corn,  &  other  kinds  of  Provisions,  And  that  the  same 
Prohibition  extends  to  all  his  Majesty's  Ports  of  North  America ; 
And  whereas  there  is  a  Clause  in  some  of  the  said  Acts  setting  forth 
that  on  an  Application  from  his  Majesty's  Governors  of  the  Southern 
Plantations  &  Islands,  liberty  of  Exportation  may  be  allowed  for  the 
relief  of  the  said  Southern  Plantations^  Islands;  Now  Know  Ye, 
that  the  Owners  of  the  Sloop  Experiment  of  this  place,  Israel  Somer- 
eall  Master,  having  applied  to  me  for  my  Leave  to  dispatch  the  said 
Sloop  to  some  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  for  a  Supply  of  such  Provi- 
sions, as  well  for  the  Benefit  of  themselves  as  for  the  other  In- 
habitants of  these  his  Majesty's  Islands,  &  having  enter'd  into 
Security  for  the  delivery  of  all  such  Provisions  in  these  Islands, 
where  there  is  at  present  a  very  great  Scarcity,  I  hereby  Request 
his  Majesty's  Governors  &  other  Officers  to  permit  the  said  Israel 
Somarsall  to  load  his  said  Vessel  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies 
ivith  such  Provisions  as  he  shall  be  able  to  purchase,  he  the  said 
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Israel  Somarsall  entering  into  Bach  farther  Seooritj  aa  the  said  Law 
may  require. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Publick  Seal  of  these  Islandsi  this 
Seventh  day  of  June.  1756. 

WM.    POPPLE.* 
By  his  Excell'*  Command, 

Jaoob  Wright,  Dep*  Secretary.  ' 

Indorsed, 

Certificate  under  the  Great  Seal,  from  Gov.  Popple  of  Bermuda. 
Bead  in  Council  25th  June^  1756. 


John  Harris  to  Edward  Shippen,  1756. 

PaxtOD,  June  9th,  1756. 
Sir: 

The  second  Scout  that  went  out  some  Days  agoe,  nnder  James 
Losrrey,  is  Returned  to  our  Camp  at  Bob*  Armstrong's  place,  and 
has  brought  ^Fith  him  an  Indian  man  and  a  boy  who  pretends  he 
Come  from  Col**  Johnston,  I  don't  know  his  Intelligence;  I  expect 
youl  Soon  be  Informed  from  ye  Camp ;  our  Skout  saw  ab*  Ten  In- 
dian at  McKee's  upper  pkce ;  I  likewise  hear  that  the  Indian  Says 
he  saw  a  Large  number  of  Ind*  Near  Shamokin,  but  of  this  I  know 
not  Certain,  its  Imagined  there  is  Indians  plenty  between  McKee's 
Upper  place  and  Shamokin.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  Inform  yon 
of  any  late  news  I  have  heard.  I  received  all  the  articles  sent  by 
yon  to  my  Care,  and  has  forwarded  the  Letters,  with  all  the  Articles 
sent  Except  the  beer,  w**^  Came  to  hand  only  last  night. 
I  am,  Sir,  in  Haste, 

your  most  Obed', 
^  &  most  Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  HABRIS. 

Directed. 
To  Edward  Shippen^  Esif  , 
In  Lancaster. 

Indorsed. 

June  9, 1756.    Harria,  that  our  Scouts  had  taken  two  Indians,  a 
man  and  a  boy,  that  say  they  are  Messengers  from  Col^  Johnson. 

*  Referred  to  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  108. 
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Col.  Wm.  Clapham  to  Gov. ,  175C. 

Camp  at  Armstrong's,  June  11**.,  1756. 

Sir: 

I  da  myself  the  Pleasure  to  inform  your  Honor,  that  on  Saturday 
last,  I  march'd  from  MoKees  Store  with  Five  Companys  and  Eight- 
een Battoes  8c  Canoes,  loaded  and  arrivd  here  the  next  afternoon ; 
at  which  Time,  I  reoeivd  the  Favor  of  your  Honors  kind  Letter. 
Before  I  left  that  Place,  I  detached  Serjeant  MoCurdy  w<*  Twelve 
Men,  to  remain  in  garrison  at  Harris's,  and  receive  and  stow  care- 
fully whatever  Provisions,  Stores,  &o.,  arrivd.  I  have  also  station'd 
a  Party  of  Twenty  Four  Men,  under  the  command  of  M'.  Johnson, 
at  Hunters  Fort,  with  orders  to  defend  that  Post  and  the  Neighbour- 
hood, and  to  escort  any  Provisions  that  should  come  to  him  up  to 
McKees  store.  As  we  could  not  move  with  the  whole  Body,  for 
want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Battoes  to  transport  the  Provisions, 
Stores,  and  Tools,  I  have  directed  Major  Burd  to  erect  Bastions  at 
opposite  Corners,  and  to  remain  in  Camp  at  MoKees  Store,  ti^  we 
oan  remove  all  the  Provisions  and  Stores  up  to  this  Plaoe,  and  when 
he  decamps,  to  leave  M'.  Attlee  to  defend  the  Post,  and  convey  any 
Battoes  that  may  afterwards  be  destined  for  this  Plaoe. 

The  River  is  now  very  low,  and  daily  fidling  insomuch  that  it  was 
with  gceat  Difficulty  we  got  the  Battoes  throush  the  Shoals  and 
Falls  at  Juniata-Hiil,  most  of  them  having  grounded,  tho'  laden  with 
no  more  than  Four  Barrels  of  Pork,  and  a  few  light  Things  ^  there 
I  was  convinced  from  Experience,  that  the  Battoe  Service  is  what 
the  Soldiers  in  general  are  utterly  incapable  of,  and  what  very  few 
of  them  have  been  accustomed  to,  I  shall  for  this  Reason,  be  obligd 
to  hire  a  number  of  men  better  acquainted  with  that  Branch  of 
Business,  and  shall  want  money  and  Rum  for  that  Purpose.  The 
money  you  left  with  me  for  contingent  Charges,  I  have  already  paid 
to  these  I  have  bird,  as  they  have  Wives  and  Children  to  support  at 
Home,  which,  if  they  are  not  paid  weekly,  will  oblige  them  to  quit 
the  Service ;  the  Yonchers  for  the  Pajiaaent  of  that  monev,  I  shall 
send  your  Honor  by  the  next  opportunity,  half  of  the  sum  being  left 
with  Major  Burd  for  that  use,  who  is  not  yet  come  up. 

As  I  find  this  far  the  most  convenient  Plaoe  on  the  River,  between 
Harris's  and  Shamt>kin,  for  a  Magazine,  on  account  of  its  good  natu- 
ral Situation,  its  Situation  above  the  Juniata  Falls,  the  vast  Plenty 
of  Pine  Timber  at  Hand,  its  nearness  to  Shamokin,  and  a  Saw  within 
a  Quarter  of  a'ttile,  I  have  concluded  to  erect  a  Fort  here,  according 
to  the  Plan  inclosd,  and  for  that  Purpose,  we  have  already  outt  and 
squard  200,  and  hawled  to  the  Spot  80  Logs,  each  about  30  feet  long 
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and  made  some  Progress  in  Uying  them ;  but  as  our  long  Stay  bere 
may  be  attended  w^  many  InconvenieDcys,  and  men  may  be  bird  in 
the  Neighbonrhood  at  a  reasonable  Rate,  snffioieot,  under  the  Quard 
of  an  officer  and  Thirty  Men,  to  finish  the  Fort  in  a  Fortnight  after  the 
Logs  are  all  hawld,  it  appears  more  prudent  to  do  so,  than  to  retard 
the  maroh  of  the  Troops  .it  this  Season ;  on  that  acoount,  I  perceive  we 
shall  be  obligd  to  cross  the  River  about  a  Mile  and  a  half  above  this, 
so  that  any  Place  higher  up  on  thb  side  the  River  would  be  impro- 
per for  a  Magazine.  I  have  directed  Henrv  to  do  eveiy  Thing  with 
regard  to  the  Pennsylvanian  arms,  agreeable  to  your  Instructioiis, 
and  am  well  pleas'd  to  hear  of  the  Amval  of  the  200  English  arms 
and  Blankets  at  McEees  Store;  but  I  observe  your  Honor  baa  barely 
calculated  the  arms  for  400  men^  whereas,  exclusive  of  that  Number 
in  the  Reffimenty  there  are  the  Garrisons  at  Harris's,  Hunters,  aad 
MoKees,  besides  the  officers  and  Volunteers  who  are  without  arms. 

We  have  now  twenty  Battoes  finished,  and  two  Canoes,  which  are 
all  busily  employed  in  bringing  up  the  Provisions  &c ;  they  have 
made  Five  Trips  already  up  to  McKees  Store,  and  two  to  this  Plaoei 
and  are  now  absent  on  a  third. 

Ten  of  the  Ship  Carpenters  arrivd  here  yesterday  from  Harris's,  by 
ny  order,  to  which  I  was  induced,  by  the  following  Reasons,  the  want 
of  a  proper  officer  at  Harris's  to  superintend  them,  and  the  necessity 
of  M'.  Erwins  Horses,  which  may  supplv  Logs  for  the  Fort  and 
Timber  for  them  at  the  same  Time.  I  find  Rum  to  bo  an  article  ex- 
tremely necessary  in  this  Service,  have  but  a  small  Quantity  of  it  in 
Store,  and  am  in  daily  Expectation  of  a  further  Supply. 

On  the  8^.  and  5*^  instant,  I  detached  two  different  Partya  of 
Scouts  to  reconnoitre  Shamokin  and  the  Route  thither,  and  on  the 
Eighth,  in  the  morning,  was  agreably  surprized  to  see  a  Canoe  coming 
down  the  River  with  a  red  Flag,  on  board  of  which,  was  an  Lidian 
Chief  of  the  Iroquois  Nation,  and  his  Son,  charg'd  with  a  message 
and  Belt  of  Wampum  from  the  six  Nations,  for  the  Particulars  of 
whose  Intelligence,  I  refer  your  Honor  to  the  Papers  particularly 
relative  to  that  Subject,  and  shall  only  add,  that  a  Cayauga  Indian 
was  dispatch'd  at  the  Time,  with  this  Man,  butt  being  deterr'd  by 
the  Reports  of  John  Shikalamy  and  the  Fellow  who  escap'd  afterwards 
from  MoKees  Son,  remained  at  Chooonotte  above  Wioming,  and  left 
his  companion  to  prosecute  the  Journey  without  him. 

The  courier  who  brings  this  was  hir'd  on  Purpose,  and  detund  by 
me  till  the  Conference  with  the  Indian  was  concluded. 

Since  our  comdng  here,  we  have  daily  the  Satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  People  return  to  their  deserted  Habitations  on  the  River,  and 
have  offered  them  all  the  Encouragement  and  assbtanoe  which  Hu- 
manity and  our  Duty  to  the  Service  requires. 

I  must  here  beg  Leave  to  assure  your  Honor,  that  i|^  motives  shall 
influence  me  to  deviate  from  that  Regard  which  I  owe  to  the  good 
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of  the  Service  and  your  Honors  Instructions,  and  that  I  am  rery 
respectfully, 

Your  Honors  most  obedient  humble  Svt. 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 
By  the  Colonels  Command,  \ 

T.  LLOYD,  Aid  de  Camp. 


Description  of  Fort  Lebanon,  1756. 

Fort  Lebanon,  about  24  miles  from  Onadenhntten,  in  the  Line  to 
Shamokid. 

Fort  100  Foot  Square. 

Stockades  14  Foot  high. 

House  within  built  80  by  20,  with  a  large  Store  Room. 

A  Spring  within. 

A  Magazine  12  Foot  Square. 

On  a  Barren  not  much  Timber  about  it. 

100  Families  protected  by  it  within  the  new  Purchase.  No  Town- 
ship.  . 

Built  in  three  weeks.  Something  considerable  given  by  the  neigh- 
bours towards  it. 
Indoned, 

Fort  Lebanon* 


Gov.  Morris  to  C!ol.  Wm.  Clapham,  1756. 

Philadvl2»'^  June,  1756. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  y  2*  Ijis*.  relating  to  y*  Blankets,  Arms,  Rum,  &c.,  w'* 
you  8t!#  complain  of  wanting,  I  laid  before  y*  Com*^,  &  at  y*  same 
time  pressed  them  to  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  them  to  you,  and 
every  thing  else  y^  you  may  stand  in  need  of;  &  also  give  me  their 
Thoughts  upon  a  Scheme  I  proposed  to  them  of  sending  Capt*  Busse 
with  a  Party  across  the  Woods  to  scour  the  Country  on  this  side, 
and  Joyn  you  near  Shamokin,  but  I  can  get  no  Answer  from  them, 
W^  I  can  only  gather  from  one  of  their  Board,  that  they  think  your 
Corps  sufficient  w"*  out  any  additional  Forces,  fully  to  execute  y" 
Design  you  are  upon,  and  that  they  have  sent  you  y*  rest  of  y* 
Blanket ts,  &  cjM-y  thing  else  but  y*  Rum,  &  that  lyes  ready  for  y 
first  Waggon,  but  how  you  are  to  get  it  from  Harris's,  I  suppose 

*  See  Colonial  Records,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  166,  for  another  letter  from  W.  C, 
of  same  date. 
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tbej  will  let  you  know  by  Comiss'^  Bard,  since  they  did  not  enable 
you  to  take  it  with  you,  who  I  understand  is  to  set  off  y*  beginning  of 
next  week. 

I  must  referr  you  to  my  Instructions  inclos'd  for  what  relates  to  y* 
Plan  of  y*  Fort.  I  send  you  y*  Commissions  for  Hambright  & 
Trump,  and  also  blank  Commissions  to  supply  y*  Vacancies,  and 
give  yon  power  in  every  Inst*  to  fill  them  up  by  advancing  y«  En- 
signs to  y*  Lieutenancy,  always  having  a  due  regard  to  encourage 
merit,  &  to  make  new  Ensigns  in  y«  room  of  those  advanced. 

I  approve  much  of  your  gaining  y  Post  at  Armstrongs,  &  y« 
other  measures  you  are  taking,  &  shoud  not  have  so  long  delay'd 
sending  you  the  Instruo"  if  I  had  not  had  great  Dependence  on 
your  Judgm^  &  Care  in  carrying  on  matters,  W'^  made  my  Instruc- 
tions in  a  great  measure  needless. 

I  send  you  some  Copys  of  y  Articles  of  War. 

As  y*  Commiss'*  have  ordered  all  y*  Arms  made  here  to  be  sent 
back,  you  will  have  no  occasion  to  take  M'.  Henry  with  you  on 
acoo*  of  repairing  those  Arms. 

I  apply'd  to  y  Com**  ab*  Provender  for  y*  Horses,  but  they  have 
given  me  no  answer  ab^  it. 

By  some  Intelligence  I  have  rec*  from  y*  Northw^,  I  find  y* 
Susquehannah  Indians  are  much  alarm'd  at  our  Scheme  of  building 
a  Fort  at  Shamokin,  &  are  jealous  y^  we  intend  by  it  to  seeare  y* 
possession  of  their  unpurchased  lands  there,  &  are  apprehensive  y* 
y  regiment  is  an  Army  ag*  them,  and  they  have  actually  sent 
out  ten  of  their  People  to  be  Spies  upon  you  in  your  March,  and 
to  observe  your  Motions.  These  Apprehensions  of  those  Indians 
is  owing  to  some  vile  rascally  Deserters,  Irish  Roman  Catholicks, 
who  are  employd  by  y  French  to  scatter  these  and  other  false  Sto- 
ries amonsst  them,  in  order  to  poison  them  and  bring  them  intirely 
over  to  ui^  French  Interest;  and  perhaps  that  party  of  Indians 
whom  your  reconoiter  party  saw  at  McGees  old  Place,  may  be  those 
Spies  sent  out  by  y  Indians.  But  the  Indian  Mcss*^  I  am  now 
sending  again  amongst  them  have  directions  to  satisfy  them  on  y^ 
head.  ^ 

P.  S  ^  If  you  find  the  Building  the  Fort  in  the  manner  proposed 
in  the  Plan  w*^  a  Ditch  Glacis,  coverd  way,  &c.,  will  be  attended  w'^ 
too  much  difficulty,  you  will  then  build  it  in  another  manner. 

BOB.  H.  MORRIS.* 
Indorsed. 

Dft  Letter  to  Col.  Clapham,  12"»  June,  1756. 

*  See  the  answer,  June  20,  page  671. 
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Instructions  to  Col.  Clapham,  1766. 

Orders  &  Instructions  to  Col.  W*".  Clapbam : 

With  these  Instructionsv  you  will  Recieve  a  number  of  Blank 
Commissions,  under  my  hand  and  Seal,  for  Subaltern  officers  ia 
your  Regiment,  which  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  fill  up  with 
the  names  of  such  men  as  you  Judge  most  fit  for  the  service,  Hay- 
ing regard  to  the  merit  and  services  of  those  already  employd,  and 
taking  care  that  they  be  of  the  Protestant  religion  and  well  affected 
to  his  Majesties  Govemm^  and  you  will  administer  to  them  the 
oaths  to  the  Government,  as  your  name  is  incerted  in  the  General 
Dedimus  for  this  Province,  under  the  great  seal,  or  cause  Major  Burd 
to  do  it. 

2.  Herewith  you  will  also  recieve  two  Planus  of  Forts,  the  one 
a  Pentagon,  the  other  a  Square  with  one  Ravelin  to  Protect  the  Cur- 
tain where  the  gate  is,  with  a  ditch,  coverd  way,  and  Glacis.  But 
as  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  explicit  directions,  the  Particular 
form  of  a  fort,  without  viewing  and  Considering  the  gronnd  on 
which  it  is  to  stand,  I  must  leave  it  to  you  to  build  it  in  such  form 
as  will  best  answer  for  its  own  Defence,  the  command  of  the  river 
and  of  the  Country  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  the  Plans  herewith 
will  serve  to  shew  the  Proportion  that  the  Dififerent  parts  of  the 
works  should  bear  to  Each  other. 

8.  As  to  the  place  upon  which  this  fort  is  to  be  erected,  that  must 
be  in  a  great  measure  left  to  your  Judgment ;  but  it  is  necessary  to 
inform  you  that  it  must  be  on  the  East  side  of  the  Susquehana,  the 
Lands  on  the  West  at  y  forks  &  between  the  branches  not  being 
Purohasd  from  the  Indians,  desides  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
relieve  and  support  a  garrison  on  that  side  in  the  winter  time. 
From  all  the  Information  I  have  been  able  to  Collect,  the  Land  on 
y«  south  side  of  the  east  branch,  opposite  the  middle  of  the  Island, 
is  the  highest  of  any  of  the  low  land  thereabout,  and  the  best  place 
for  a  fort,  as  the  Guns  you  have  will  form  a  Rampart  of  a  moderate 
bighth,  command  the  main  river;  but  as  these  Informations  come 
from  persons  not  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  such  things,  I  am 
fearfuil  they  are  not  much  to  be  depended  on,  and  your  own  Judg- 
ment must  therefore  direct  you. 

4.  When  you  have  completed  the  fort  you  will  cause  the  ground 
to  be  cleard  about  it,  so  to  a  convenient  distance  and  openings  to  be 
made  to  the  river,  and  you  will  Erect  such  buildings  within  the  fort 
and  place  them  in  such  a  manner  as  you  shall  Judge  best. 

5.  Without  the  fort,  at  a  convenient  distance,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Guns,  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  some  log  houses  for 
Indians,  that  tUl^  may  have  places  to  Lodge  in  without  being  in  the 
fort  where  numbers  of  them,  however  friendly,  should  not  be  ad- 
mitted but  in  a  formal  manner,  and  the  guard  turned  out,  this  will 
be  esteemed  a  compliment  by  our  friends,  and  if  enemies  should  at 
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aDj  time  be  conoeald  under  that  name,  it  will  give  tbem  proper  do- 
tioDs  of  our  vigileDce  and  prevent  them  from  attempting  to  sur- 
prise it. 

6.  In  your  march  up  the  River  you  will  take  care  not  to  be  sur- 
prisedy  and  always  have  your  forces  in  such  a  disposition  that  you 
may  retreat  with  safety.  . 

7.  You  will  make  the  beet  observations  you  can  of  the  river,  and 
the  most  difficult  passes  you  meet  with  in  your  way,  as  well  by  land 
aa  by  water,  which  you  will  note  upon  the  map  I  gave,  that  it  may 
be  thereby  amended,  and  furnish  me  with  your  opinion  of  the  best 
manner  of  removing  or  surmounting  those  difficulties. 

8.  If  you  should  be  opposed  in  your  march,  or  gain  any  intelli- 
gence of  the  aproach  of  an  enemy  for  'that  or  any  other  purpose, 
you  will  inform  me  by  express  of  such  intelligence  or  opposition,  the 
situation  you  are  in,  and  every  thing  else  material,  that  I  may  send 
you  proper  assistance,  and  be  prepared  for  any  thini;  that  may  Hap- 
pen, and  in  the  mean  time  you  are  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to 
oppose  the  Enemy  &  to  secure  yourself. 

9.  As  soon  as  you  are  in  Possession  of  the  Ground  at  Shamokin, 
you  will  secure  your  self  by  a  breast  work-in  the  best  manner  you  can, 
so  that  your  men  may  work  in  safety,  and  you  will  inform  me  of 
your  arrival  there,  and  let  me  know  what  you  will  have  occasion  for 
that  I  may  apply  to  the  Oommissioners  to  supply  it. 

10.  You  will  order  the  Commissary,  and  others  into  whose  hands 
you  may  trust  any  of  the  Publick  Provisions  or  Stores  to  be  carefur 
and  exact  in  the  distribution  thereof,  and  to  keep  exact  accounts  of 
every  thing  committed  to  their  care. 

11.  Having  suspended  Hostilities  against  the  Delaware  Indians 
on  the  East  side  of  the  North  East  BlUnch  of  Sasquahana,  in  order 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  them,  I  send  you  herewith  my  Proclama- 
tion for  that  purpose,  to  which  you  will  conform,  an4  any  frieifdly 
Indians  that  may  Joyn  you  in  your  march  or  at  Shamokin  you  will 
treat  with  kindness,  and  supply  them  out  of  the  Province  Stores 
with  such  things  as  they  mav  want,  and  you  are  able  to  spare. 

12  Having  sent  the  Indians,  New  Castle  and  Jagrea,  again  to 
the  town  of  Diahoga,  accompanied  with  some  of  the  Jersey  Dels- 
wares,  all  our  good  friends,  who  may  and  probably  will  return  by 
the  Sasquahana,  you  will,  in  about  a  fortnight  after  this  cause  a  look 
out  to  be  kept  for  them,  and  if  they  return  that  way  you  will  recieve 
&  assist  them  in  their  journey.  Their  Signal  will  be  a  red  flag 
with  the  union  in  the  comer,  or  if  that  should  be  lost  they  will  carry 
green  Boughs  or  clubd  Muskets,  will  appear  open  and  Erect,  and  not 
approach  you  in  the  night. 

Given  under  my  Hand  &  Seal  at  Arms,  at  Phila^*,  thb  12**  day 
of  June,  1756. 

Indorfed. 
Dft  Col.  Clapham's  Orders,  12«>  June,  1756. 
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Wm.  Edmonds  to  R.  Peters,  1756. 

Beth-,  June  14^  1756. 
M'.  Peters, 

Sir: 

Both  jour  Letters  are  come  safe  to  hand,  M'.  Spaugenberg  not 
being  home,  those  appointed  for  transacting  affaires  in  his  absence, 
opened  yx)iir  Letters,  and  Consulted  together  about  the  Indians  who 
are  kindly  Rec',  and  all  things  necessary,  as  far  as  w6  can,  Provided 
for  them,  which  We  shall  continue  to  Do.  K  it  shall  be  thought 
needful!  I  will  go  with  them  to  Gnadenhutten,  when  the  Jersey 
Indians  come  here  to  them ;  We  shall  soon  forward  them  up,  Which 
with  hearty  Respects  in  behalf  of  M'.  Spangenberg  and  others  De- 
sire, Who  are  here,  is  all  at  present  from  Sir, 

Your  Humble  Ser^».  * 

WM.  EDMONDS. 

P.  S.  The  inclosd  is  a  Copy,  in  effect,  of  LetteJ-s  I  sent  to  M'. 
Craig,  to  forts  Norris,  Hamilton  &  Franklin,  &  also  something  of  it 
to  M'.  Parsons.* 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq^,  in  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, 
W-.  Edmonds,  14  Juno,  1756. 


Col.  Clapham  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Camp  at  Armstrong's,  Juno  15**,  1756. 
Sir: 

On  Sunday,  13'*  instant,  I  received  your  Honor's  Proclamation 
enjoining  a  Cessation  of  Hostilitys  for  30  Days,  and  shall  as  far  as 
my  judgment  extends  pay  all  due  Deference  to  it,  but  it  not  being 
accompany'd  with  a  single  Line  of  Instructions  am  most  at  a  Loss 
how  to  proceed,  not  being  able  to  determine  whether  only  Marching 
into  that  Country  may  or  may  not  be  deem'd  an  Act  of  Hostility, 
must,  in  order  to  Acquit  myself,  leave  the  Decision  of  that  matter  to 
the  Opinion  of  a  Council  of  War.  I  am  the  more  uneasy  as  the 
Fort  is  now  in  a  Condition  to  be  left,  the  River  daily  fallins,  and 
this,  perhaps,  the  only  opportunity  this  Season  may  afford  of  a 
Water  Carriage  to  Shamokin. 

Having  received  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  I  have  trantf- 
milted  to  them  Copys  of  what  I  wrote  to  your  Honour,  excepting 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VII,  p.  168, 166. 
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your  Honor's  private  Letter.  Inolos'd  is  an  Exact  Copy  of  wbat 
iDtellrgenoe  is  communicated  to  me  by  Ogoghadarirah,*  the  Indiaa 
Messenger  now  at  the  Camp,  a  Copy  of  which  I  have  also  Indos'd 
the  Commissioners.  I  wait  the  return  of  the  Courier  with  the  utmoet 
Impatience^  and  am.  Sir, 

with  all  Respect, 
^  Your  Honor's  most  obed* 

""  humble  Servant, 

WILLm.  clapham. 

In(Jorscd, 

16  June,  1756.     CoP  Clapham. 


Copy  Wm.  Parsons  to  Wm.  Edmonds,  1756, 

Easton,  June  15**,  1756. 
Dear  Sir : 

Your  two  Letters  are  come  safe  to  Hand.  That  of  Yesterday  by 
Mr.  James  Ennis  &  Thomas  Aply  I  am  now  particularly  to  answer. 
As  soon  as  I  reo*  that  Letter  I  wrote  a  Letter  &  directed  it  to  Coll* 
John  Anderson,  Esq".,  &  all  other  His  Majesty's  Justices  &  other 
Officers,  desiring  them  to  forward  Mr.  Ennis  &  Aply  in  thdr  Jour- 
ney to  Paulin's  Kill,  and  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  divert 
the  Scalping  Party  from  going  out  (if  they  were  not  already  gone) 
until  the  Time  limited  in  the  Governor's  Proclamation  of  the  third 
Instant  was  expired,  which  Letter  I  gave  them  open. 

This  Afternoon  Mr.  Ennis  retum'd  to  this  place,  and  tells  me  that 
this  Morning  about  18  or  20  Miles  from  hence  they  met  with 
Jonathan  Hamton,  Esq',  Commissary  General  of  the  Jerseys,  & 
Doctor  Hart,  who  informed  them  that  4  Officers,  with  25  Men  each, 
set  out  last  Saturday  from  Paulin's  Kill  towards  the  Great  Swamp 
in  Quest  of  the  Indians,  but  it  is  supposed  that  their  Design  b  rather 
to  Dring  off  such  Cattle  and  Effects  as  they  may  find  with  the 
Enemy  than  to  Scalp  them.  It  is  said  these  parties  took  10  Day's 
Provision  with  them.  It  would  have  been  most  agreeable  to  me  to 
have  come  to  Bethl""  &  conferred  with  Mr.  Horsfield  &  you  upon  this 
Subject,  but  as  I  have  been  from  home  of  late  I  can't  spare  the 
Time,  And  shall  therefore  only  give  you  my  sentiments  &  leave  it 
to  you  and  Mr.  Horsfield  to  do  as  you  shall  see  best. 

It  seems  to  me  improper  to  let  the  Indians  go  while  these  Parties 
are  out,  least  they  should  fall  into  their  Hands,  which  would  prove 
fatal  not  only  to  the  present,  but  to  future  Overtures  of  Peace,  as 
the  Indians  would  then  have  Eeason  to  suspect  the  people  of  this 
Province. 

'     *  See  Col.  Rec.  VoL  VII.,  p.  171. 
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And  I  am  of  Opinion  that  Mr.  James  or  Mr.  Eddib,  or  both,  as 
jou  think  fit,  should  go  immediately  Express  to  Philad*  &  inform  the 
Governor  of  the  Situation  of  Affairs,  and  that  the  Indians  remain 
at  Bethl""  &  no  where  else  till  his  Honour's  further  pleasure  is 
known.  If  this  prove  agreeable  to  your  own  sentiments  I  beg  you 
will  put  it  in  Execution  with  what  speed  you  can,  but  if  Mr.  Hors* 
field  &  you  be  of  a  another  mind  pray  act  according  to  your  own 
Sentiments,  &  with  speed.  Give  my  Compliments  to  Mr.  Horsfield, 
the  Messenger  is  in  so  much  hurry  that  I  have  not  time  to  write  to 
bim.  I  am. 

Signed,  WM.  PARSONS. 

To  Wm.  Edmonds, 
at  Bethl». 

Indarged. 

Indians.    Sune  15%  1756.    Wm.  Parcons. 

Written  on  the  hack, 

"The  Indians,  Especially  the  Cap*.,  Desired  me  to  send  the  Bearer 
of  this  to  Your  Honour,  he  being  a  faithful!  Man ;  his  name  is  Tho» 
Innb." 


Col.  Clapham  to  Gov,  Morris,  1756. 

Camp  at  Armstrong's,  June  20th,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  receiv'd  your  Honour's  of  the  12*^  instant,  together  with  your 
Honor's  Instructions,*  your  Honor's  answer  to  the  Indian  Sachem, 
six  blank  Commissions  and  two  Planus  of  Fortification.  Your  In« 
structions  I  shall  obey  with  the  utmost  Pleasure  and  Punctuality. 
Your  answer  I  delivere  1  with  due  solemnity ;  in  filling  up  the  Com- 
missions I  shall  be  particularly  careful  to  regard  your  Honor's  Direc- 
tions; when  arrived  at  the  Ground  I  shall  conform  as  near  as  possible 
to  the  Plans,  and  hope  I  shall  find  no  Difficulty  in  the  Execution 
which  Industry  and  application  may  not  surmount  and  shall  rely  on 
your  Honor  for  the  Supplys  necessary  during  that  Time.  The  Pro- 
gress already  made  in  this  Fort  renders  it  Impracticable  for  me  to 
comply  with  the  Commissioners  Desire  to  contract  it,  at  which  I  am 
the  more  surprized,  as  I  expected  every  Day  Orders  to  enlarge  it,  it 
being  as  yet  in  my  opinion  much  too  small.  I  shall  leave  an  officer  and 
thirty  men,  with  Orders  to  finish  it  when  I  march  from  hence,  which 
will  be  with  all  possible  Expedition,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Blanketts, 
the  Kum  and  the  Money  for  Payment  of  the  Battoe-men,  for  want 

*  Soe  Col.  Rcc.  Vol.  VII.,  p.  168.  *  See  page  666. 
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of  wbich  I  am  obliged  to  detain  tbem  here  in  Idleness,  not  tbinking 
it  pradent  to  trust  tbem  on  anotber  Trip  for  Fear  of  tbeir  Deeertion, 
wbieb  may  totally  impede  tbe  Servioe.  I  ooald  wisb  tbe  Gommia* 
Bioners  would  invent  some  Expedient  to  pay  tboae  men  without 
Money,  or  at  least  witbout  tbe  Banger  of  trusting  me  with  tbeir 
Money,  tbe  charge  of  wbicb  I  am  not  ambitious  off,  or  tbe  much 
envy'd  Honor  and  Trouble  of  expending  it.  This  far,  jSir,  is  cer- 
tain, that  without  such  Expedient  or  tbe  Money  we  cannot  stir. 

I  have,  pursuant  to  your  Honor's  Command,  sent  down  tbe  Indian 
Sachem  properly  escorted,  and  committed  particularly  to  the  Care  of 
Mr.  Shippcn,  and  hope  his  coming  will  fully  answer  the  Ends  pro- 
posed by  your  Honor  and  your  Council.  I  haye  found  Captain 
McKee  extremely  useful!  and  have  sent  him  also  at  the  Sachems 
particular  Request.  The  Carpenters  ire  still  cm  ploy 'd  in  building 
^ttoes,  and  Carriages  for  the  Canons,'  and  every  Body  seems  dis* 
posed  cbearfully  to  contribute  their  Services  towards  the  publick 
Good,  if  there  was  ever  any  Prospect  or  Assurance  of  being  paid  for 
it..  From  your  Honor's  character  of  Cap*  Busse  I  am  extremely  sorry 
the  Commissioners  have  not  thought  proper  to  comply  with  your 
Honor's  Proposal.  I  assure  myself  your  Honor  will  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  extricating  me  from  the  Embarrassment  arising  from  tbe 
want  of  Money,  both  for  the  Battoe-men  and  the  Soldiers,  twenty-six 
of  which  being  Dutch  are  now  in  Confinement  for  Mutiny  on  that 
very  Accountt. 

I  am,  with  all  Respect, 

Your  Ht>nor's  most  obedient  humble  ServS 

WILL'M  CLAPHAM. 

P.  S.     The  Fort  at  this  Place  is  without  a  Name  till  your  Honor 
is  pleas'd  to  confer  one."*" 
Indorsed, 

20  June,  1756.    Coll.  Clapham. 


Copy,  Gov.  Morris  to  Col,  Clapham,  1756. 

June  2l8t,  1756,.Philad». 
Sir, 

I  this  minute  returned  from  Amboy  and  found  your  favour  of  ye 
16th  Instant  with  the  Indian  Messenger's  Intelligence,  for  which  I 
am  obliged  to  you.  All  your  Doubts  about  the  force  and  Effect 
of  my  Proclamation  will  be  removed  when  you  receive  my  letters 
by  the  return  of  your  Express,  who  left  this  on  Tuesday  last 
I  should  have  sent  you  a  hundred  pounds  by  him,  But  M^  Bard 
tbe  Commissary  gave  me  As8urances  that  he  was  to  go  the  next 
day,  and  I  thought  the  money  would  be  safer  with  him,  and  was 

*  Fort  Halifax,  see  Gov's.  letter,  page  674. 
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therefore  Burprised  to  find  him  here  with  the  money  at  my  re« 
turn,  and  Enquiring  the  Cause,  was  Informed  the  Commissioners 
bad  detained  him  for  some  business,  and  after  that  for  my  Instrue- 
tionsy  tho'  they  were  contained  in  his  commission  to  do  the  Duty  of 
Commissary  of  the  stores  &  provisions,  this  has  prevented  your 
receiving  all  the  money  I  have^  in  my  hands,  but  I  hope  it  will  be 
in  time  to  answer  the  p^blick  service.  I  do  not  find  by  M**.  Bard 
that  the  Commiss**  have  sent  any  more  new  arms  which  I  recom- 
mended  to  them  to  do,  and  you  will  therefore  retain  so  many  of 
the  best  of  the  Philad*.  make  as  you  will  want  for  your  men  and 
officers ;  two  hogshead  of  Kum  are  already  sent  up  to  you  which  M'. 
Bard  tells  me  is  all  the  Commissioners  have  ordered  at  present,  but 
I  hope  they  will  soon  send  you  a  larger  supply,  both  of  money  and 
rum,  but  I  know  not  what  they  Intend  as  to  these  articles.  I  laid 
your  letters  before  the  Commissioners,  and  shall  communicate  all ' 
that  I  receive  from  you  of  a  publick  nature,  so  that  you  may  savo 
yourself  the.  trouble  of  transmitting  duplicates. 

Indorsed, 

Draft  to  Coll.  Clapham,  by  Commissary  Bard  with  a  hundred 
pounds,  21st  June,  1756. 


Gov.  S.  Hopkins  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Providence,  June  22,  1750. 
Sir, 

As  the  Sea  port  Towns  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  have  for 
all  Time  past  depended  on  the  Wheat  Colonies  to  the  Southward 
for  their  Flour,  And  altho'  the  present  Situation  of  public  Afiairs 
makes  it  necessary  for  the  Legislative  Powers  in  all  the  English 
Colonies  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Provisions  in  such  Manner, 
that  they  might  possibly  come  into  the  Hands  of  our  Common 
Enemies;  Yet  I  apprehend  it  could  not  be  the  Intent  of  those 
restraining  Acts  altogether  to  prevent  any  one  Colony  from  receiv- 
ing Such  Articles  n-om  any  of  the  Neighbouring  ones,  as  havo 
always  been  accustomed,  and  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Pre- 
servation of  its  Inhabitants,  Such  a  Conduct  would  rather  tend  to . 
distress  the  King's  good  Subjects  than  His  Enemies;  And  as  I 
cause  all  Masters  of  Vessels  who  receive  Letters  from  Me  for  this 
Purpose,  to  enter  into  Bond,  that  they  shall  Land  all  the  Flour  they . 
are  permitted  to  take  on  Board  their  Vessels  in  Consequence  of 
such  Letters  in  this  Colony,  and  dispose  of  it  therein  to  the  House- 
holders, not  more  than  two  Barrels  to  any  one  Person,  (except  a 
Baker)  and  return  Certificates  from  every  Person  to  whom  thej 
Vol.  IL— 29 
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have  sold  their  Flour,  before  tbeir  Bonds  shall  be  eaueelled.  I 
must  therefore  desire  Your  Hououf  to  permit  Joseph  Arnold,  Master 
of  the  Sloop  Industry,  to  purchase  and  bring  into  this  Colony  snch 
a  Quantity  of  Flour  as  You  may  think  ez[^ient,  thereby  drawing 
on  yourself  the  gratefuU  Acknowledgments  of  the  people  of  a  whole 
Colony^  And  in  particular  of 

Your  most  Obedient  and 
Most  Humble  Servant, 

STEP.  HOPKINS. 
The  Hono'ble  Robert  Hunter  MorriS;  Esq^ 

Indorsedj 
22  June,  1756,  Gov.  Hopkins. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col,  Clapuam,  1756. 

Phv  25«'  June,  1756. 
Sir: 

The  Comiss'"  some  time  ago  sent. you  Two  Hdds.  of  Rum,  & 
have  since  sent  you  10  Barrels  more — &  they  have  also  sent  500  w* 
of  Lead,  w^'^^s  to  remain  at  Harris's  Ferry  for  your  use;  if  you 
shall  have  occasion  for  it. 

Comissary  Young  is  gone  to  muster  some  of  ye  Forces  on  ye 
Northern  Frontier,  but  is  daily  expected  back  to  town,  &  on  his  re- 
turn I  shall  immediately  Dispatch  him  ^w*^  ye  cash  to  muster  & 
pay  your  Ragimen^  before  he  goes  to  muster  ye  Forces  on  ye  West 
side  of  Susquehanna,  w°^  I  hope  will  pacify  your  People  who  I  hear 
begin  to  clamour  very  much  for  want  of  their  Pay,  The  GomisB" 
propose  making  a  Stoppage  of  half  of  their  pay  till  their  regimen- 
tals are  paid  £»r. 

Since  writing  ye  above,  Capt"  McKee,  delivered  me  yours  of  ye 
20"^  Ins'. 

I  doubt  you  will  find  it  too  tedious  &  expensive  to  execute  my 
Plan  of  Fort  Augusta  intirely,  I  mean  w'**  all  ye*!  Outworks,  but 
leave  it  to  your  Discretion  to  do  as  much  of  it  as  you  shall  judge 
necessary  &  practicable.  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  in  such  for- 
wardness w**^  ye  Fort  at  Armstrongs  j  I  would  have  it  call'd  Fort 
Halifax.  I  sent  you  by  Comiss''  Bard,  £100  on  account  of  ye^inci- 
dental  charges  of  ye  Exped",  on  ye  14**  Inst,  expecting  he  would 
have  immediately  set  out  for  your  Camp,  but  it  seems  he  did  not 
leave  ye  Town  till  a  few  days  ago.  When  you  receive  yt  Money  I 
hope  as  yo  Rum  &  Blankets  are  all  sent  you,  you  will  then  hare 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VH.,  p.  188, 187. 
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nothing  to  retarcl  yon  Marcb,  &  y*  I  shall  very  soon  hear  of  yonr 
being  safe  arriTed  at  Shamokin. 

The  Comiss"  desire  you  will  dismiss  ye  Carpenters  as  soon  as  they 
haye  finished  ye  Carriages  for  ye  Cannons. 

As  the  Season  is  far  advanced  and  the  Success  0f  the  future  opera- 
tions of  this  Summer,  will  greatly  depend  on  your  being  at  Shamo- 
kin  as  soon  as  possible,  you  will  therefore  lose  no  time  in  leaving 
your  present  camp,  and  in  gaining  a  Lodgment  at  Shamokin,  which 
being  done  you  may  bring  up  your  Provisions  &  stores  afterwards. 

Indorsed. 

Dft.  letter  to  Col.  Clapham. 


A  Journal  prom  Reading  to  the  Sundry  Forts  and 
Garrisons  along  the  Northern  Frontiers  of  this 
Province. 

To  the  Hon****.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  PeDn.silvania. 

Reading,  19**»  June. — At  11  a  Clock  in  the  Morning  I  came  to 
Beading,  I  sent  an.  Express  to  Lieu^  Coll.  Weiser,  to  acquaint  him 
with  my  intended  Journey  to  the  NorCIiern  Frontier,  that  1  inclined 
to  muster  the  Comp»^.  Posted  here,  and  that  I  should  want  some  Men 
to  Escort  me  to  the  Next  Fort. — Ammunition  at  Reading,  Vizt.  25 
G*.  Muskets,  25  Do  Wants  Repair,  11  Broken  Do,  9  Cartooch  Boxes, 
240  lb.  Powder,  600  lb  Lead. 

At  6,  P.  M.,  Coll.  Weiser  came  here,  I  Muster'd  his  Comp»'.  that 
are  Posted  for  a  Guard  to  this  Place.  They  Consist  of  30  Men, 
Vizt.  2  Serjants,  and  28  Private  Soldier,  2  of  them  were  absent  at 
Coll.  Weisers  housft 

Fort  at  North  Kill,  20*^.  June.— At  2,  P.  M.,  I  sett  out  from 
Reading,  Escorted  by  5  Men  of  the  town,  on  horseback,  for  the  Fort 
at  North  Kill )  at  }  past  6,  we  came  to  the  Fort,  it  is  Ab^  19  miles 
from  Reading,  the  Road  very  hilly  and  thick  of  Wood )  the  Fort  is 
ab*.  9  miles  to  the  Westw*.  of  Scuylkyll,  and  Stand  in  a  very  thick 
Wood,  on  a  small  Rising  Ground,  half  a  mile  from  the  middle  North- 
kill  Creek  ]  it  is  intended  for  a  square  ab^  82  f .  Each  way,  at  Each 
Corner  is  a  half  Bastion,  of  very  little  Service  to  Flank  the  Curtains, 
the  Stocoadcs  are  very  ill  fixed  in  the  Ground,  and  open  in  many 
Places ;  within  is  a  very  bad  Logg  house  for  the  People,  it  has  no 
Chimney,  and  can  afford  but  little  shelter  in  bad  Weather )  when  I 
came  here,  the  Serjant,  who  is  Commander,  was  absent  and  gone  to 
the  next  Plantation,  half  a  mile  off,  but  soon  came,  when  he  had  in- 
telligence I  was  there ;  ho  told  me  he  had  14  men  Posted  with  him^ 
all  Detatchd  from  Cap^  Morgans  Comp^.,  at  Fort  Lebanon,  5  of  them 
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were  Absent  by  his  leave,  Vizt  two  he  had  let  go  to  Rea^ng  for 
three  days,  one  he  had  let  go  to  his  Own  hoase,  10  mile  off,  and  two 
more  this  afternoon,  a  few  mile  from  the  Fort,  on  their  own  business ; 
there  was  but  Eight  men  and  the  Serjant  on  Duty.  I  am  of  opinioa 
there  ought  to  be  a  Commission'd  Officer  here,  as  the  Serjant  does 
not  do  his  Duty,  nor  are  the  men  under  proper  Command  for  want 
of  a  More  Superior  Officer;  the  Woods  are  not  Cleared  above  40 
Yards  from  the  Fort ;  I  gave  orders  to  Cut  all  down  for  200  y**; 
I  inquir'd  the  reason  there  was  so  little  Powder  &  Lead  here,  the 
Serjant  told  me  he  had  repeatedly  requested  more  of  Cap*.  Morgan, 
but  to  no  purpose.  Provisions  here,  Flower  and  Rum,  for  4  Weeks ; 
M'.  Selly  of  Reading,  sends  the  Officer  money  to  Purchase  meal  as 
they  Want  it. — Provincial  Arms  &  Amun^.  at  North  Kill  Fort,  vizt. 
8  G'.  Muskets,  4  Rounds  of  Powder  &  Lead,  p'.  man,  15  Blankets, 
3  Axes. 

21»*.  June. — Xt  8  a  Clock,  A.  M.,  Cap*.  Busse,  from  Fort  Henry, 
Came  here  with  8  men  on  horse  Back,  he  Expected  to  meet  Coll. 
Weiser  here,  in  order  to  Proceed  to  the  Several  Forts  on  the  North- 
em  Frontier,  but  Coll.  Weiser  wrote  him  that  other  Business  Pre- 
vented him,  and  desired  Cap*.  Busse  to  proceed  with  me,  and  return 
him  an  Aco*  how  he  fouud  the  Forts,  with  the  quantity  of  Ammuni- 
tion  and  Stores  in  Each,  of  which  I  was  very  Glad,  as  the  Escort 
on  horse  back  would  Ezpediate  our  Journey  very  much,  and  be 
much  safer. 

Accordingly,  we  sett  out  for  Fort  Lebanon ;  all  the  way  from 
North  kill  to  Lebanon,  is  an  Exceeding  bad  road,  very  Stony  and 
mountanus.  About  6  mrles  from  North  kill,  we  Crossed  the  North 
Mountain,  where  we  met  Cap*.  Morgans  Leiu^  with  10  men,  Rangiog 
the  Woods  between  the  Mountain  and  Fort  Leb". ;  we  past  by  two 
Plantations,  the  Rest  of  the  Country  is  Cheifly  Barren  Hills,  at  noon 
we  came  to  Fort  Lebanon,  which  is  Situated  in  a  Plain,  on  one  side 
is  a  Plantation,  on  the  other  a  Barren,  Pretty  Clear  of  Woods  all 
round,  only  a  few  trees  about  50  yards  from  th#  Fort,  which  I  de* 
sired  might  be  cut  down.  This  Fort  is  a  square  of  ab*  100  f^,.  well 
staccaded  with  good  Bastions,  on  one  of  which  is  a  Good  Wall  Piece, 
within  is  a  good  Guard  house  for  the  People,  and  two  other  Large 
houses  built  by  the  Country  people  who  have  taken  refuge  here,  in 
all  6  Families.  The  Fort  is  a  little  too  much  Crowded  on  that  ace*  3 
I  acquainted  Cap*.  Morgan  that  the  Serjant  at  North  kill  did  not  do 
his  Duty,  and  I  believ'd  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  service,  to 
have  a  Com'''.  Officer  there,  on  which  he  orderd  his  Leiu*.,  with  two 
more  Men  to  go  and  take  post  there,  and  sent  with  him  4  lb*  Pow- 
der &  10  lb.  Lead. — Provincial  Arms  &  Ammun'*"  :  28  G*.  Muskets, 
10  Wanting  Eepair,  9  Bounds  of  Powder  &  Lead,  4  lb.  Powder,  24 
lb.  Lead,  30  Cartooch  boxes,  40  Blankets,  1  Axe,  1  Wall  Piece. 

By  Cap*.  Morgans  Journal,  it  appears,  he  sends  a  Party  to  Kange 
the  Woods  4  or  5  times  a  week,  and  Guard  the  Inhabitants  at  their 
Labor.  At  1  P.  M.  I  muster'd  the  People  and  Examined  the  Certifi- 
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oates  of  Inlistments  which  appear  in  the  Master  Roll,  after  which  I 
order'd  the  men  to  fire  at  a  Mark,  15  of  28  hit  within  2  foot  of  the 
Center,  at  the  Distance  of  80  yards.  Froyisions  here :  Flower  and 
Rtim  for  a  Month ;  the  Commissary  sends  them  money  to  Purchase 
meal  as  they  want  it. 

Fort  above  Alleminga. — ^At  }  past  3  P.  M.  we  sett  out  with  the 
former  Escort  &  2  of  Cap^  Morgans  Comp',  for  the  Fort  above  Alle- 
minga, Commanded  by  Leiu^  Ingle :  at  i  past  7  we  got  there ;  it  is 
Ab^  19  miles  N.  B.  from  Fort  Lebanoni  the  Road  a  Narrow  Path 
Tery  Hilly  and  Swampy  j  ab*  half  way  we  came  thro'  a  very  thick 
and  dangerous  Pine  Swamp ;  very  few  Plantations  on  this  Road^ 
most  of  them  Deserted,  and  the  houses  burnt  down  -,  i  a  mile  to  the 
Westward  of  this  Fort  is  good  Plantation,  the  people  retires  to  the 
Fort  every  Night.  This  Fort  stands  ab^  a  mile  from  the  North 
Mountain ;  only  two  Plantations  near  it.  This  Fort  is  a  square  ab*. 
40  foot,  veiy  ill  staccaded,  with  2  Logg  houses  at  Opposite  Comers 
for  Bastions,  all  very  unfit  for  Defence ;  the  Staocades  are  very  open 
in  many  Places,  it  stands  on  the  Bank  of  a  Creek,  the  Woods  Clear 
for  120  yards ;  the  Leiu^  Ranges  towards  Fort  Lebanon  and  Fort 
Allen,  ab^.  4  times  a  Week ;  much  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Rain 
all  Night— Provincial  Stores:  28  6*.  Muskets,  8  Wants  Repair, 
16  Cartooch  Boxes,  8  lb.  Powder,  24  lb.  Lead,  &  12  Rounds  for  86 
Med,  36  Blankets,  1  Axe,  1  Adse^  1  Augre,  2  PlainS;  1  Hammer, 
2  Shovels,  9  Small  Tin  Kettles. 

June  22\ — ^At  6  A.  M.  I  orderd  the  People  to  fire  at  a  mark ; 
not  above  4  in  25  hit  the  tree  at  the  Distance  of  85  yards ;  at  7, 
Musterd  them,  found  25  Present,  2  Sick,  2  Absent  on  Furlough,  2 
Sent  to  Reading  with  a  Prisoner,  and  5  at  Fort  Allen  on  Duty. 
Provisions,  One  Cask  of  Beef  Exceeding  bad,  Flower  and  Rum  for 
8  Weeks. 

Fort  Allen. — ^At  8  A.  M,  We  sett  out  for  Fort  Allen,  at  Gnad- 
enhutten  ;*  it  is  ab^  15  miles  from  Alleminga;  the  first  7  miles  of 
this  Road  is  very  hilly,  Barran,  and  Swampy,  no  Plantations ;  the 
other  part  of  the  Road  is,  for  the  most  part,  thro'  a  Rich  Valley, 
Chiefly  meadow  Ground.  Several  Settlements,  but  all  the  houses 
Burnt  and  deserted  ;f  at  Noon  we  came  to  the  Fort ;  for  the  last  half 
hour  before  we  came  here,  had  a  very  severe  Gust  of  Thunder,  Light- 
ning, and  Prodigious  heavy  Rain. 

This  Fort  stands  ol^the  River  Leahy,  in  the  Pass,  thro'  Very  high 
hills,  &,  in  my  Opinion,  in  a  very  important  Place,  and  may  be  of  Great 
Service,  if  the  Officer  does  his  Duty.  It  is  very  well  Staccaded  with 
four  Good  Bastions,  on  one  is  a  Sweivle  Gun ;  the  Woods  are  Clear 
all  round  it  for  a  Considerable  way,  and  is  very  Defencable;  within 
is  three  good  Barracks  and  a  Gua»l  Room ;  I  found  here  15  men 
without  any  Officer  or  Commander ;  they  told  me  that  Leiu^  Jacob 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VIL  pp.  15,  16,  for  a  description  of  this  Fort  by 
B.  Franklin,  also  a  plan  of  it.  f  ^^^  ^^^  ^^-i  P-  772. 
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HeiB  and  two  men  from  the  Fort  waa  gone  ibis  morning  [22'  Jane,] 
with  two  Gentlemen  from  Bethlehem,  and  fonr  Indians,  15  miles  up  the 
Country  to  bring  down  some  friendly  Indiana,  and  that  the  Seijant  wkh 
3  men  were  gone  to  Cap*"  Eonlks,  late  Commander  here  to  reomve  the 
Pay  that  was  due  to  them,  and  one  was  gone  to  Bethlehem  with  the  &r- 
jants  Watch  to  Mend,  which  was  the  Reason  I  could  not  master  tboee 
Present,  nor  have  any  ace*  of  the  Proviaions,  bat  saw  a  large  Quan* 
tity  of  Beef  very  ill  Cured.     I  was  inform'd  that  a  Cap**  with  a  New 
Comp'^^  was  Expected  there  in  a  Day  or  two  to  take  Post  at  this, 
Fort,  being  Very  uncertain  when  the  Leiu'*  would  return,  or  tite 
New  Comp3^  Come,  I  resolved  to  Proceed  to  Leahy  Gapp,  where  a 
Detachment  of  a  Comp^  is  Posted. — 27   flaskets,  50   Cartooeli 
Boxes,  101b.  Powder,  60  lb.  Lead,  and  20-Roand6  filled  for  25  Men, 
19  Axes,  4  broad  Do.,  26  Hatchets,  48  Tamhauks,  3  Iron  Wages,  I 
Sweivle  Gun. 

Leahy  Gapp,  North  Side.— At  4  P.  M.  Sett  out,  at  6,  Came  to  Leahy 
Oapp  where  I  found  a  Serjant  and  8  men  Stationed  at  a  Farm  house 
with  a  small  Staccade  Round  it,  from  Fort  Allen  here  the  Road  is  very 
hilly  and  Swampy,  only  one  Plantation  ab'  a  mile  from  the  Oapp,  I 
found  the  People  here  were  a  Detachment  from  Cap'*  Weatherholts 
Comp^,  he  is  Stationed  on  the  other  side  the  Oapp,  3  miles  from  this 
with  12  men,  the  rest  of  his  Comp^  are  at  Depues,  and  another  Oapp 
15  miles  from  this,  Idispatch'd  a  messenger  to  Cap**  Weatherholt,  de- 
siring him  to  Come  here  in  the  morning  with  the  men  under  hisCom', 
to  be  muster'd,  the  People  Stationed  here  and  on  the  other  side  the 
Oapp  I  think  may  be  of  great  service,  as  it  is  a  good  road  thro'  the 
mountain  and  very  steep  and  high  on  each  side,  so  may  in  a  great 
measure  prevent  any  Indians  to  pass  thro'  undiscovered  if  they  keep 
a  good  guard,  here  the  River  Leahy  Passes  thro'  the  mountain  in  a 
very  Rapid  Stream. 

23  June,  Leahy  Oapp,  North  Side. — At  7  in  the  morning,  I  mas- 
tered the  men  here,  the  Serjant  inform'd  me  that  Cap^  Weatherfaolt 
was  gone  12  miles  from  this  and  he  believ'd  on  his  way  to  Philad*  for 
there  pay  which  was  the  reason  the  people  did  not  come  here,  and  I 
finding  this  Comp^  so  much  dispersed  at  different  Stations  in  small 
parties,  I  could  not  regularly  Muster  them  therefor  at  8  A.  M.  I  sett 
out  for  Fort  Noris,  the  Road  for  the  first  6  miles  a  good  Waggon 
Road  allong  the  foot  of  the  North  Mountain,  the  other  7  miles  very 
hilly  and  Stony,  past  three  Plantations  on  this  Road,  all  Deserted  & 
the  houses  Burnt  down. 

Fort  Norris. — At  11  A.  M.  Came  to  Fort  Noris,  found  here  a  Ser- 
jant Commandiog  with  21  men,  he  told  me  the  Ensign  with  12  men 
was  gone  out  this  morning  to  Range  the  Woods  towards  Fort  Allen, 
the  Cap^i"  was  at  Philad*  since  the  16%  for  the  peoples  pay,  and  the 
other  Seijant  was  absent  at  Easton,  on  Furlough  Since  the  20*K 
This  Fort  Stands  in  a  Valley  ab*  mid  way  between  the  North  moon- 
tain,  and  the  Tuscorory  6  miles  from  Each  on  the  high  Road  towards 
the  Minisink,  it  is  a  Square  ab*  80  f«.  Each  way  with  4  half  Bastioiis 
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all  very  Compleatly  Staccadetl,  and  finished  and  very  Defenoeable 
the  Woods  are  Clear  400  y'«  Round  it,  on  the  Bastions  are  two 
Sveevle  Ouns  mount'd,  within  is  a  good  Barrack,  a  Guard  Room, 
.  Store  Room,  and  Kitohin  also  a  Good  Well. — Provincial  Stores,  13  gd 
Muskets,  8  burst  Do.  16  very  bad  Do.  32  Cartooch  boxes,  100  lb. 
Powder,  300  lb.  Lead,  112  Blankets,  39  Axes,  3  Broad  Do.  80 
Tamhacks,  6  Shovels,  2  Grub  Hoes,  5  Spades,  5  Drawing  knives^  9 
Chisels,  3  Adses,  3  Hand  Saws,  2  Augers,  2  Splitiog  Knives. ' 

At  1  P.  M.  the  Ensign  with  12  men  returned  from  Ranging,  they 
bad  seen  nothing  of  any  Indians.  I  must'Ored  the  whole  34  in 
Number  Stout  able  men,  the  Ens"  has  no  Certificates  of  inlistments, 
the  arms  Loaded  and  clean,  the  Cartootch  Boxes  filled  with  12 
Bounds  p*  man.  Provisions  at  Fort  Noris,  a  Large  Quantity  of  Beef 
Very  ill  Cured  Standing  in  Tubs,  a  Quantity  of  Biscut  and  fiower, 
&  ab*  50  Gallons  Rum. 

23  June,  Fort  Noris. — At  2  P.  M.  Cap*»  Weatherholt  came  here 
to  ns,  he  had  been  on  his  way  to  Phil",  but  the  Messenger  I  sent  last 
night  overtook  him  8  miles  from  his  Station,  he  brought  me  his 
muster  Roll  of  his  Whole  Comp^",  and  Certificates  of  Inlistments, 
and  proposed  to  go  with  me  to  Sam^  Depues,  where  his  Lieu^  and 
26  men  are  Stationed,  to  see  them  Muster'd,  I  accepted  of  his  Com* 
pany.  At  3  P.  M.  we  sett  out  from  Fort  Noris  on  our  Way  to  Fort 
Hamilton.  At  6  P.  M.  we  came  to  Philip  Bosarts  a  Farmer,  12  Miles 
from  Fort  Noris,  her^  we  Stayed  all  Night,  in  our  way  to  this  house 
the  road  very  hilly  and  Barran,  past  by  three  Plantations  Deserted 
and  the  houses  Burnt  down,  in  Bosarts  house  are  6  Families  from 
other  Plantations. 

24  June,  Fort  Hamilton.-— At  4  A.  M.  sett  out  from  Bosarts,  at 
6  Came  to  Fort  Hamilton  at  aV  7  miles  from  Bosarts,  a  Good  Wag- 
gon road,  and  the  Land  better  than  any  I  had  seen  on  the  N^"  side 
the  Mountain.  Fort  Hamilton  stands  in  a  Corn  field  by  a  Farm 
house  in  a  Plain  and  Clear  Country,  it  is  a  Square  with  4  half  Bas- 
tions all  Very  ill  Contrived  and  finish'd  the  Staccades  open  6  inches 
in  many  Plaoes,  and  not  firm  in  the  ground,  and  may  be  easily  pulFd 
down,  before  the  gate  are  some  Stacoades  drove  in  the  Ground  to 
Cover  it  which  I  think  might  be  a  great  Shelter  to  an  Enemy,  I 
therefore  ordered  to  pull  them  down,  I  also  order'd  to  fill  up  the 
other  Staccades  where  open. — Provincial  Stores.  1  Wall  Piece,  14 
G**  Muskets,  4  Wants  Repair,  16  Cartootch  boxes,  filled  with  Powder 
and  Lead,  28  lb  Powder,  30  lb.  Lead,  10  Axes,  1  Broad  Axe,  26 
Tomhaukes,  28  Blankets,  3  Drawing  knives^  3  Spliting  kniveS;  2 
A«dse8,  2  Saws,  1  Brass  Kettle. 

I  found  here  a  Lieu^  and  Eight  men,  7  were  gone  to  Easton  with 
a  Prisoner  Deserter  from  Gen.  Shirleys  Beg^. 

Fort  10  miles  above  Depues,  Commonly  oall'd  Hyndshaw  Fort. — 
At  8  A.  M.  I  sett  out  from  Fort  Hamilton,  for  Sam^  Depues  where 
Cap^  Weatherholts  Lieu^  and  26  men  are  Stationed,  when  I  came 
there  his  Muster  BoU  was  not  ready^  I  therefor  proceeded  to  the  next 
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Fort  10  miles  jiigher  up  the  River,  at  1  P.  M.  Came  there,  it  is  a 
good  Plain  Road  from  Depues,  many  Plantations  this  way,  bat  all 
Deserted,  and  the  houses  Chiefly  Bamt,  Found  at  this  Fort  Liea^ 
Ja".  Hyndshaw  w^  25  men,  he  told  me  the  Cap**"  with  5  men  was 
gone  up  the  River  yesterday,  and  did  not  Expect  him  back  these 
two  days,  they  had  been  informed  from  the  Jerseys  that  6  Indians 
had  been  seen,  and  fired  at  the  night  before  18  miles  up  the  River. 
— Provincial  Stores,  11  Good  Muskets,  14  Rounds  of  Powder  & 
Lead  for  30  men,  4  lb.  Powder,  30  Blankets. 

This  Fort  is  a  Square  aV  70  f^  Each  way,  very  Slightly  Staooaded, 
I  gave  some  directions  to  alter  the  Bastions  which  at  present  are  of 
very  little  use,  it  is  Clear  all  round  for  300  yards,  and  stand  on  the 
Banks  of  a  Large  Creek,  and  ab^  i  mile  from  the  River  Delaware, 
and  I  think  in  a  very  important  Place  for  the  Defence  of  this  Fron- 
'  tier ;  at  3  P.  M.  I  mnster'd  the  people,  and  find  them  agreeable  to 
the  Lieu^  Roll,  Regularly  inlisted.  Finding  here  such  a  small 
Quantity  oC  Powder  and  Lead,  and  this  Fort  the  most  Distant  Fron- 
tier. I  wrote  a  Letter  to  Cap^  Arrend,  at  Fort  Noris,  where  there 
is  a  Large  Quantity  desiring  he  would  deliver  to  this  Fort  30  lb. 
Powder,  and  90  lb.  Lead,  and  I  promised  he  should  have  proper 
orders  from  his  Supperior  Officer,  for  so  doing,  in  the  mean  time  my 
letter  should  be  his  Security,  in  which  I  hope  I  have  not  done  amiss 
as  I  thought  it  very  necessary  for  the  Good  of  this  Service. 

24  June.— At  7  P.  M.  Came  to  Sam^  Depuea,  Mustered  that  Part 
of  Cap'*"  Weatherholts  Comp^  that  are  Stationed  here,  a  Lieu*  and  26 
men  all  regularly  Inlisted  for  6  months  as  are  the  rest  of  his  Compr ; 
Round  Dopues  house,  is  a  Large  but  very  Slight,  and  ill  Contriv'd 
Staccade  with  a  Sweevle  Gun  mounted  on  Each  Corner.  M'.  Depue 
was  not  at  home,  his  Son  with  a  Son  of  M'.  Broadheads  keeping 
house.     They  ezpress'd  themselves  as  if  they  thought  the  Province 

Iff  as  obliged  to  them  for  allowing  this  Party  to  be  in  their  house,  allso 
made  use  of  very  arrogant  Expressions  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
the  People  of  Phil*  in  General,  they  seem  to  make  a  mere  Merchan- 
dize of  the  People  Stationed  here,  selling  Rum  at  8d  p'  Gill. — ^Pro- 
vincial Stores,  13  G'  Muskets,  3  Cartootch  Boxes.  13  lb.  Powder. 
22  lb.  Lead. 

25  June. — At  5  A.  M.  sett  out  from  Depuea  for  the  Wind  Gapp, 
where  part  of  Cap.  Weatherholts  Comp^  is  Stationed,  stopt  at  Bos- 
orts  Plantation  to  feed  our  horses,  was  informed  that  thia  morning  2 
miles  from  the  house  in  the  Woods  they  had  foupd  the  Body  of 
Peter  Hiss,  who  had  been  murdered  and  Scalped  ab^  the  month  of 
Feb^  at  11  A.  M.  Came  to  the  Wind  Gapp,  where  I  found  Cap-. 
Weatherholts  Ensign,  who  is  Stationed  here  with  7  men  at  a  Fann 
house,  4  only  were  present,  one  was  gone  to  Bethlehem  with  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Jerseys  on  Indian  affairs,  one  was  at  a  Farm  house  on 
Duty,  and  one  absent  on  Furlough  from  the  Ib^^  to  the  22"^,  but  not 
yet  returned,  I  told  the  Officer  he.  ought  to  Esteem  him  a  Deserter 
as  did,  found  here  6  Provincial  Muskets,  all  good,  and  6  Rounds  of 
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Powder  and  Lead  for  Each;  I  told  Cap^  WeatherhoU  to  send  a  sup- 
ply as  soon  as  Possible. 

At  8  P.  M.  Sett  oat  from  the  Wind  Gapp  for  Easton,  ab«  half  way 
past  by  Nazareth  Mill  Round  which  is  a  Large  but  Slight  Staccade 
ab*  400  f .  one  way,  and  250  the  other,  with  Logg  houses  at  the 
Comers  for  Bastions,  at  6  Came  to  Easton,  found  here  Ensign  Enslee 
of  Cap*"  Enslees  Comp^^  with  24  men,  he  told  me  the  Cap*°  was  gone 
to  Phil*  for  the  Compy*  Pay,  and  one  man  absent  sick  at  Bethlehem. 
—Provincial  Stores,  25  G*  Muskets,  25  Cartootch  Bozes;  with  11 
Rounds  in  Each,  15  Blankets. 

26  June. — At  9  A.  M.  muster'd  the  Corop^  Stationed  here,  found 
them  Stout  able  men,  their  arms  in  Good  Order,  they  fired  at  a 
Mark,  16  of  20  hit  within  9  Inches  of  the  Centre  at  80  Yards  Bis**. 
The  Ensign  had  no  Certificates  of  Inlistments,  but  told  me  that 
Coll^  Clapham  had  Carried  them  with  him. — In  Major  Parsons 
Charge  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants.  37  Bad  Muskets,  a  Parcel 
of  Broken  Muskets,  24  Cart«  Boxes,  12  P"  Shoes,  56  lb.  Powder, 
100  lb.  Lead,  14  Blankets,  10  Axes,  1  Broad  Do.,  7  Hatchets. 

27**,  At  Bethlehem. 
Philadelphia,  July  2*,  1766. 

JAS.  YOUNG.* 
Comiss?'  Gen*  of  ye  Musters. 
IndoTted, 

Commissi^  Young's  Journal  from  Beading,  to  Sundry  Forts  in 
Berks  &  North"*"  Counties. 


William  Edmonds  to  Gov.  Mojrris,  1756, 

26  June,  1756. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour : 

Jagrea  is  Disaiisfy'd  &  will  not  stay  any  longer.  I  know  of  no 
Beason  but  the  circumstances  as  they  are  occurred  are  these.  Yester- 
day 4  of  the  Indians  took  a  ride  out,  &  Mr.  Thos.  Aply  went  to 
Escort  them,  &  about  Sun  set  Jagrea  came  to  their  apartment  in  the 
House  where  I  live,  &  to  my  great  Surprize,  began  to  Pack  up  his 
things.  I  got  him  a  long  pipe,  &  one  of  my  Brethren,  that  tends 
them,  &  I  kept  him  in  Discourse  till  the  rest  came.  I  perswaded 
him  all  I  cou'd  to  eat  something,  or  to  Drink  &  Sleep  till  this  morn- 
ing, but  he  forced  against  my  Perswasions  away,  &  one  of  our 
Brethren  helped  him  over  the  Water,  the  Capt.  said,  by  the  Inter- 
preter, he  was  a  silly  fellow.  I  followed  over  the  Water  &  found 
Thos.  Aply  holding  &  perswading  him,  till  at  last  he  Drew  his  long 
Knife  on  Aply,  because  he  wou'd  not  let  him  have  his  Sadie  baggs ; 
at  last  it  was  night  &  Mr.  Aply  bore  it  patiently,  &  we  at  length 

«  Seelngtniotions  to  him.  Col.  Beo.  Vol  YII,  p.  168. 
29* 
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prcTul'di  on  my  proibbing  to  give  Bam  to  bim  when  he  came  home, 
to  go  back  with  as  to  bis  Lodging ;  accordingly  I  Did  bo,  bat  pat  a 
little  water  in  the  bottle  to  make  it  show  the  more ;  (They  have  each 
Day  a  Gall"  of  Beer  &  twice  Bum ;)  this  morning,  as  asoal,  I  went 
in  their  apartment  to  give  them  their  Glass  of  Bamm,  after  which  I 
told  the  Capt.  I  had  last  night  a  great  fear  &  troable,  because  Jagrea 
had  Drawn  his  knife  on  Thos.  Aply,  and  that  was  a  Dangenraa 
4hing,  and  woa'd  not  have  they  should  ride  out  again,  for  if  he  shou'd 
Drink  too  much,  &  Do  so  to  a  Soldier,  of  which  there  were  some  last 
night  in  the  House,  they  might  Shoot  him,  it  being  a  hostile  weapon; 
he  then  began  to  Pack  up  again.  I  told  him  I  forgave  hita,  only 
caution'd  them  not  to  go  out  far  to  get  Drink,  but  he  went  away  & 
offer'd  to  shake  hands  as  farewell.  I  told  him  to  stay  till  Mr.  Innis 
Betum'd  from  your  Honour;  the  Capt.  says  he  was  so  last  time  at 
Wayoming,  &  he  bore  with  him,  but  now  he  might  go,  &  he  was  a 
Woman.  By  what  I  found  of  Jagrea  last  night  &  this  morning  of 
the  Capt.,  he  has  long  been  Disatisfy'd,  and  wants  to  be  a  Capt.; 
this  in  haste  from  your  Honour's 

obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  EDMONDS. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  Bobert  Hunter  l^ftrris.  Esq', 

Lieutenant  Govemour  of  the  Province  of  Pensylvania,  &c. 
Per  Mr.  Aply,  do. 

Indorsed f 

Wm.  Edmonds,  26  June,  1756,  informing  of  Jagreas  Dlssatia^ 
faction. 


Directions  fbom  Capt.  Newcastle,  1766. 

June  ye  28th,  1756. 
A  Memorandam  of  w^at  Capt.  Newoassel  Gave  us,  1"*,  the  Captain 
thinks  that  he  Shall  Come  In  again  In  about  Twenty  Days,  If  he  has 
a  Prosperous  Jorney;  and  Farthermore,  the  Capt.  Desireth  that  If 
any  frend  Indians  Come  in  In  his  Absence,  that  they  may  be  Kindly 
Beseved,  and  Con  void  as  far  as  Bethlehem  With  a  Guard;  2»*,  Like- 
wise, the  Capt*  Says,  If  be  Sends  In  any  Indians  Before  his  Betura, 
the  Signal  that  we  Should  Beseve  them  by,  that  The  foremost  of 
them  should  have  a  Green  Bush  In  there  hands;  Thirdly,  He  De- 
sireth that  the  Inhabitants  may  be  Informed  of  the  Same,  and  If 
any  Indians  Come  In  the  Day  time  to  there  houses  with  the  Like 
Signal,  that  they  may  not  be  molested,  but  Beseved  as  frends; 
Fourthly,  He  Likewise  Desireth  that  the  Captains  and  Commanders 
In  Chief  may  be  acquainted  of  the  Signal,  that  the  frend  Indians  is 
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To  have  along  all  the  Frontier  forts ;  fifthly,  he  Desireth  at  hia  Re- 
turn, Should  he  have  Women  and  Children  With  him,  and  he  sendeth 
one  frend  Indian  at  first  to  any  Front  tear  fort.  With  the  aforesaid 
Signal/  That  he  and  they  may  be  Supplied  with  Provisions  and 
horses  as  he  Should  Think  Necessary  for  them,  and  to  be  meet  with 
a  Guard  of  white  people  over  the  Siountains.  These  Instructions 
Given  by  Cap*  Newcastel  To  Cap*  Reynolds  at  Fort  Allin. 

Indoriedy 

Directions  from  Capt"  Newcastle.    Delivered  by  James  Ennis  with 
a  Caution  ag*  Jagrea. 


Account  given  by  Indians  of  Diahoga  1756. 

Memorandum  of  an  Ace*  the  Indians  Nicodemua  &  Jo  Peepe  have 

fiven  concerning  what  they  had  heard  amongst  the  Indians  at 
^iaogn,  before  their  Departure  from  thence,  namely : 

That  sev'  hundred  Indians  of  divers  Nations,  in  &  ab*  the  AUa- 
geny  Mountains,  were  gone  to  hold  a  Council,  &  form  themselves  into 
a  Body,  (to  whom  the  ill-cfepos'd  Indians  at  Diaogu  were  gone  in 
order  to  join  them,)  &  then  come  down  from  Allegeny  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, Whither  the  way  was  free  &  opeq,  &  murder  all  the  white 
People. 

This  moved  Nicodemus  &  Jo  Peepe,  with  their  Families,  to  retire 
from  Diaogu  &  come  down  to  the  English,  that  they  might  not  be 
forced,  by  the  imbitter'd  Indians  of  Diaogu  at  their  Return  from 
Allegeny,  to  assist  &  act  with  them  in  their  wicked  Purposes  against 
the  English. 

And  now  these  Indians  are  afraid  that  the  Freneh  &  the  Indians 
attached  to  their  Interest  out  of  divers  Nations,  will  again  commit 
many  Murders  &  Ravages,  particularly  this  Harvest  &  the  ensuing 
Fall ;  a  Be^nning  whereof  seems  to  be  made  on  the  Swatotawro,  by 
the  Indians  on  the  West  Branch  of  Sasquehannah,  or  from  Allegeny, 
as  they  believe. 

Further,  these  Indians  believe  that  there  will  he  no  Peace  with 
the  Allegeny  Indians  &  their  wicked  Consorts  so  long  as  the  Lands 
on  the  Ohio  continue  in  the  French  Possession ;  for  that  these  Indians 
will  be  perpetually  instigated  by  the  French  to  do  Mischief  to  the 
English  wherever  they  can. 

June  30th,  1756.* 

Jndoned. 

June  30.  Indian  Intelligence  from  Bethlehem.  Received  July 
4,  1766. 

♦  See  Col.  Roc.  Vol.  VII,  p.  182. 
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Order  RESPECTiNa  Letters  op  Marque,  1756. 

[L.  S.]     At  the  Court  at  EensingtoD;  the  SOth  day  of  June^  1756. 

Present: 
The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Conncil. 

Whereas  for  preventing  any  Irregnlaritys  being  committed,  in 
the  Manner  of  granting  Commissions  in  the  Plantations  to  Priyate 
Ships  of  War^  the  Governors  of  His  Majesty's  Colonys  and  Planta- 
tions in  America  are  particularly  required,  by  their  instructions,  to 
govern  themselves  according  to  their  Commissions  and  Instructions 

S anted  in  this  Kingdom.  It  is  therefore  this  day  Ordered  by  Hia 
ajesty  in  Council,  that  Copys  of  the  Commissions  and  Instrnctionsy 
directed  by  His  Majesty  to  be  issued  here,  upon  Occasion  of  the 
present  War  with  France,  be  transmitted  to  the  Governors  or  Com- 
manders-in-Chief of  all  His  Majesty's  Colonys  and  Plantations  in 
America  for  their  Guidance  in  this  Behalf;  And  for  their  more  par- 
ticular Information  herein  it  is  further  Ordered,  that  Copys  of  the 
Warrants  issued  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
the  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  here,  requiring  him  to 
grant  the  Commissions  aforementioned,  be  likewise  transmitted  to 
the  said  respective  Governors,  Copy^of  all  which  are  hereunto 
annexed.* 

W.  SHARPB. 
Jndor8e(?f 

80  ^  June,  1756.  Instructions  about  Letters  of  Marque  against 
France. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Capt.  McKbb,  1756. 

SOth  jftie,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  Indian,  Newcastle,  has  a  Daughter  at  Taaffe's  called  Canada- 
bawaby,  which  he  desired  might  be  brought  to  Philadelphia,  and  I 
promised  she  should  be  hero  at  his  Return.  He  has  proved  a  fiuth- 
ful  Friend  to  this  Govemm^  and  is  uoyr  employ'd  by  me  on  a 
hazardous  Journey  to  the 'Indians  on  Sasquahannah. 

You  will  therefore  imediately  proceed  to  M^  Taaffe's  and  let  the 
Indian  Girl  know  that  her  Father  desir'd  me  to  send  for  her  to  be 
here  ag^  he  returned,  &  bring  her  alQUg  witl;  you,  and  take  great  care 
of  her  on  the  Joumy,  for  shou'd  any  Accident  happen  to  her  it  may 
be  of  dangerous  Consequence  to  the  Affiiirs  of  this  Province,  as  well 

.    ♦  Printed  copies  of  the  several  papers  referred  to  are  in  the  Seo'j's  office. 
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as  oecasion  nnfavoorable  Reflexions  on  me^  as  if  due  care  were  not 
taken. 

You  are  to  show  this  Letter  to  M^  Taaffe,  who  on  sight  thereof 
is  to  consider  it  as  an  Order  on  him  to  deliver  you  je  Indian  Girl, 
&  if  JOB  meet  with  any  diffioalty  or  find  any  Obstruction,  you  will 
apply  to  ye  Sheriff  &  Magistrate9|  who  are  hereby  commanded  to 
afford  you  assistance,  &  to  furnish  you  with  a  sufficient  Guard  for 
the  defence  of  the  Person  committed  to  your  Care.  If  she  has  not 
had  ye  Small  Pox,  as  it  is  now  in  Town,  I  desire  you  will  conduct 
her  to  Shippcnsburg,  the  Proprietor's  Seat  near  this  City,  and  not 
suffer  her  to  come  into  ye  City ;  if  she  has  had  ye  Small  Pox,  you 
may  bring  her  to  Mrs.  Boyl's  in  Chesnut  Street. 

Jndorsedy 

30th  June,  1756,  Draught  Lre.  to  Tho.  McKee  to  conduct  New- 
castle's Daughter  to  Town. 


R.  Peters  to  Mk.  Taaffb,  1756. 

30th  June,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Governor  to  write  to  you  to  send  your 
Accoant  by  Capt°.  McKee  against  Capt".  Newcastle  for  his  Daugh- 
ter's Board,  and  any  thing  you  may  have  furnished  her  with,  and 
to  assure  you  that  you  shall  be  paid  all  reasonable  Charges. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

Directed. 

To  M'.  Taaffe,  on  Sasquahannah,  by  Capt".  McKee. 


Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Sir, 

This  is  to  inform  You  that  Both  Houses  of  our  Assembly  did, 
after  having  sat  thereon  twelve  weeks,  yesterday  agree  upon  a  Bill 
for  granting  £10,000  for  His  Majesty's  Service,  part  of  which  Sum 
is  appropriated  for  the  building  &  Garrisoning*  a  strong  Fort  on  the 
North  Mountain,  (which  it  is  determined  shall  be  our  westernmost 
Frontier).    Three  thousand  pounds  for  the  Cherokee  or  Southern 
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Indiaii0|  in  ease  either  of  Uie  Neighbotuing  Colonies  shall  think 
proper  to  send  Commissioners  in  Conjunction  with  onis  to  treat 
with  those  people,  &  Twenty-five  Thousand  Pounds  towards  carrying 
on  any  Expedition  which  shall  be  undertaken  by  Pensilvania,  Vir- 
ginia, this  Province,  &  any  other  conjointly.  I  inclose  You  a  Copy 
of  that  Clause  of  the  Act,  &  shall  be  obliged  to  You  for  acquainting 
me  whether  Your  Assembly  will,  as  that  of  Virginia  has  done,  con- 
tribute their  Quota  towards  the  carrying  on  any  such  Expedition,  & 
whether  any  Commissioners  will  be  sent  by  Yon  to  hold  a  Treaty 
with  the  Southern  Indians. 

I  am  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 
Your  most  humble 

&  most  obed^  Servant, 

HOR°.  8HARPB. 
Governor  Morris, 

Indorsedy 

Letter  Governor  Sharp  to  Governor  Morris,    t^o  date.'*' 


Col.  Wm.  Clapham  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Fort  Halifax,  July  1st,  1766. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Favor  by  ^Commissary  Bard,  and  the  hundred 
Pounds,  which  I  distributed  amoog  the  Battoemen  in  Proportion  to 
their  several  Demands,  it  not  being  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
whole;  the  Ship  Carpeoters  have  fioiah'd  the  Carriages  for  the 
Cannon,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  finish'd  the  Battoes  in  Hand, 
which  I  expect  will  be  done  To-morrow,  I  shall  give  them  a  Certifi- 
cate of  their  Services  and  discharge  them  all  except  one,  who  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  in  the  passage,  and  without  whose  Assist- 
ance we  may  probably  loose  more  than  his  Pay  can  cost  the  Pro- 
vince, none  of  my  People  are  to  be  depended  on  in  Case  of  an  acci- 
dent on  the  Water,  and  I  can  assure  your  Honor  that  I  find  Fatigue 
and  Difficulty s  enough  to  conduct  so  amphibious  an  Expedition  with 
all  the  Assistance  I  can  possibly  command. 

I  shall  leave  a  Serjeants  Party  at  Harris's,  consisting  of  twelve 
Men,  Twenty.four  at  Hunter's  Fort,  Twenty-four  at  McKce's  Store, 
each  under  the  Command  of  an  Ensign,  and  Cap".  Miles  with  Thirty 
Men  at  Fort  Halifax,  with  the  inclos'd  Instructions,  as  I  have 
remov'd  all  the  Stores  from  Harris's  and  JucKee's  to  this  Place; 
M^  Galbreath's  Presence  does  not  seem  very  necessary  at  either  of 

*  "Read  in  Assembly,  May  26,  1766." 
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those  Places,  and  his  refusal  to  attend  We  has  laid  me  under  the 
necessity  of  appointing  a  Person  to  act  in  that  Capacity,  under  the 
Direction  of  Commissary  Bard,  till  your  Pleasure  shall  be  known. 
~- J  am  at  present  extreamly  engaged  in  embarquiug  the  Eegiments 
Stores,  &c.,  for  Shamokin,  expecting  to  march  Time  enough  to 
encamp  to-night  on  the  West  Side  of  Susquehannah,  about  five 
Miles  above  Fort  Halifax,  and  promising  myself  the  Pleasure  of 
congratulating  your  Honor  very  shortly  from  Shamokin,  am  in  the 
mean  Time  very  repeotfuUy, 

Your  Honoris  most  obedient, 
humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 

P.  S. — There  are  sti}!  above  a  Hundred  Blanketts  wanting  in  the 
Regiment. 

To  his  Honor  the  Governor. 

Indorsedy 

Colonel  Clapham  to  Governor  Morris,  dated  at  Fort  Halifax. 
July  1, 1756. 


Orders  Col.  Clapham  to  Captain  Milbs,  1756. 

Sir: 

You  are  to  command  a  Party  of  30  Men  jt  Fort  Hallifax,  w*'  you 
are  to  finish  w**  all  Possible  Expedition,  observing  not  to  suffer  your 
Party  to  Straggle  in  small  Numbers  into  the  Wood,  or  to  go  to  any 
great  Distance  from  the  Fort,  unless  detacht  as  an  Escort,  or  in 
Case  of  special  Orders  for  that  Purpose,  you  are  to  build  Barracks 
within  the  Fort  for  your  own  men,  and  also  a  Store  House  Thirty 
feet  by  Twelve,  in  which  you  are  carefully  to  Lodge  all  Provisions, 
Stores,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Province,  if  the  Boards  pnrchasd  for 
that  Purpose  are  not  sufficient  to  finish  the  Banquette,  and  execute 
the  other  Designs  herein  Kecommended — your  men  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  Sawing  more  out  of  the  Pine  Logs  now  lying  near  the 
Fort ;  you  are  to  keep  a  Constant  Guard  and  relieve  it  regularly,  to 
have  continually  one  Sentry  in  each  Bastion,  and  in  Case  of  an  At-' 
tack  to  retreat  to  the  Fort  and  Defend  it  to  the  last  Extremity. 
If  any  thing  extraordinary  Occurs,  you  are  immediately  to  dispatch 
Notice  thereof  to  his  Honor  the  Governour,'and  signify  the  same  to 
me  if  any  Releif  or  Instructions  may  be  necessary. 

-w.  C. 

Given  at  Fort  Halifax,  July  1",  1756. 

Indorsed, 

Instructions  to  Cap"  Miles,  dated  at  Fort  Halifax,  July  1"*,  1756. 
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Timothy  Hobsfibld  to  Gov.  Morkis,  1756. 

# 

May  it  Please  your  Honour : 

The  Inclosed  was  communicated  to  me  Last  night,  and  as  I  think 
it  contains  matters  of  great  Importance,  I  have  Dispatched  this  Ex- 
press with  it  To  your  Honour. 

I  am  with  all  Due  Respect, 

Your  Honours  most 

Obed'  Humble  Serv«. 

TIM.  HORSFIELD. 
Beth-,  July  3, 1756. 
Directed. 

On  His  Majestys  Service — ^To  the  Honou^^able  Bob^  H.  Morris^ 
Esq'.^  Govemour  of  Pensylvania. 

Indoried. 

M'.  Horsfield,  with  Indian  Intelligence.  R^cd.  July  4,  1756. 
Answerd  by  y*  Express-Desire  him  to  thank  the  Indians  for  me, 
k  give  them  such  marks  of  favour  on  this  occasion  as  he  thought  rea- 
sonable— desire  the  Brethren  will  take  Care  of  y*  Indians  lately  ar- 
rived, till  otherwise  disposed  of.'*' 

July  3*,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov,  Hardt,  1766. 

Philadelphia,  5  July,  1756. 
Sir: 

The  inclosed  Intelligence  was  sent  me  by  Express  from  Bethle- 
hem. The  two  Indians  who  gave  it  are  come  there  from  Diahoga, 
&  confess  they  have  been  concerned  with  our  Enemies  in  the  late 
Attacks  made  in  the  Winter  on  our  Frontiers,  but  express  a  hearty 
concern,  k  have  thrown  themselves  on  the  Clemency  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Information  they  give  is  y*  more  likely  to  be  true,  as 
it  is  known  y^  the  Bulk  of  those  who  committed  y*>  Murders  k  De- 
vastations in  this  Province — others  setting  y<^  houses  at  Wyomink  on 
fire,  went  off  in  the  Spring  to  the  Ohio,  k  have  been  followed  by 
numbers  since. 
Indorsed, 

Draft  Letter  to  Sir  Ch-.  Hardy,  dated  h^  July,  1756. 
♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  189,  190. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Hardy,  1756. 

5^  July,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  am  very  mnoli  concerned  to  find  many  of  the  merchants  and 
people  here  uneasy  under  the  present  restraint,  so  necessary  for  the 
general  safety  of  these  Colonies,  and  those  who  Informed  you  there 
were  many  vessells  loading  here  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  Expi- 
ration of  our  Embargo  act,  had  too  much  truth  on  their  side,  as 
there  are  nigh  twenty  that  will  be  full  by  the  7^  Instanl. 

Tho'  I  have  publicly  given  out  that  I  shall  oontioue  the  Embargo 
by  my  own  authority,  if  the  assembly  do  not,  which  you  will  see  I 
have  done  by  the  inclosed  order ;  However,  I  think  it  right  to  try 
what  the  Lower  Assembly  will  do,  and  for  that  purpose  have  sum- 
moned them  to  meet  at  New  Castle  on  Tuesday  next,  and  intend  to 
set  out  this  day  for  that  place.  I  do  not  Expect  our  assembly  will 
continue  these  Acts  more  than  a  month  to  come,  whieh  I  think 
much  too  short  a  time,  and  if  you,  and  M'.  Belcher,  approve  of  the 
Measure,  we  may  continue  the  Embargo  upon  the  terms  it  now  is,  by 
our  own  authority;  this,  I  think,  we  may  well  justifie  under  the  di- 
rections in  M'.  Secretary  Fox's,  in  case  our  assemblies^  upon  appli- 
cation, should  refuse  to  do  it. 

I  am  with  you  in  opinion  that  the  French,  both  in  Europe  & 
America,  have  intelligence  of  every  thing  we  do,  and  that  we  have 
many  Spyes  amongst  us,  but  tBfs  is  only  matter  of  opinion  for  which 
I  have  no  authority.  There  were  many  Indian  traders  with  Brad- 
dock  and  Croghan,  among  others  who  acted  as  a  Captain  of  the  In- 
dians under  a  Warrant  from  Gen^  Braddock^  &  1  never  heard  any  ob- 
jections to  his  conduct  in  that  capacity.  For  many  years  he  had 
been  very  largely  concerned  in  the  Ohio  trade,  was  upon  that  river 
frequently,  and  had  a  considerable  influence  amoifg  the  Indians, 
speaking  the  Language  of  several  nations,  and  being  very  Liberal 
or  rather  profuse  in  his  gifts  to  them,  which,  with  the  Losses  he  sus- 
tained by  the  French  who  siezed  great  quantities  of  his  goods,  and 
by  not  getting  the  debts  due  to  him  from  the  Indians,  he  became 
Bankrupt,  and  isince  has  lived  at  a  place  called  Aughwick,  in  the 
back  parts  of  this  Province,  where  he  had  generally  a  number  of 
Indians  with  him,  for  the  maintainance  of  whom  the  Province  al- 
lowed him  sums  of  money  from  time  to  time,  but  not  to  his  satis- 
faction. After  this  he  went  by  my  order  with  those  Indians  & 
Joynd  Gen^  Braddock,  who  gave  the  warrant  I  have  mentioned^* 
since  Braddocks  defeat  he  returned  to  Aughwick,  where  he  remained 
till  an  act  of  assembly  was  passed  here  granting  him  a  freedom 
from  arrests  for  ten  years  ;  this  was  done  that  the  Province  might 
have  the  Benefit  of  his  Knowledge  of  the  Woods  and  his  Influence 
among  the  Indians,  and  immediately  thereupon,  while  I  was  last  at 
York,  a  Captains  Commission  was  given  to  him,  &  he  was  orderd  to 
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raise  men  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  Frontier,  which  he  did  in 
a  very  Expeditious  manner,  hut  not  so  frugally  as  the  Comissioners 
for  disposing  of  the  Puhlick  money  thought  be  might  have  done; 
he  continued  in  the  Command  of  one  of  the  Companies  he  had 
raised,  and  of  Fort  Shirley,  on  the  Western  frontier  ahout  three 
months,  during  which  time  he  sent,  by  my  direction,  Indian  Mbs- 
sengera  to  the  Ohio  for  Intelligence,  bat  never  procured  me  any  that 
was  very  material,  and  having  a  dispute  with  the  Commiss'*  about 
Bome  accounts  between  them,  in  which  he  thought  himself  ill-used ; 
he  resigned  his  commission,  and  about  a  month  ago  informed  me 
that  he  had  not  received  pay  upon  Gen'  Braddocks  warrant,  and  de- 
sired my  recomendation  to  Geo*  Shirley,  which  I  gave  him,  and  he 
set  off  directly  for  Albany,  &  I  hear  he  is  now  at  Onondago  with 
S'  W-.  Johnson. 

•  I  believe  he  knows  nothing  of  the  French  Language,  but  what  he 
may  have  pickd  up  among  the  Indians  with  whom  he  dealt,  having 
been  concerned  in  that  trade  ever  since  he  came  into  this  Country. 
I  send  you*  a  letter  of  his  under  this  cover,  &  the  hand  being  pretty 
remarkable,  you  may  easily  find  out  if  any  papers  you  have  procured 
are  of  his  writing.  I  know  very  few  of  the  Indian  traders  besides, 
as  they  are  mostly  a  Low  sort  of  people,  generally  too  ignorant  to 
be  employd  as  Spys,  but  not  at  all  too  virtuous. 

The  Barron  you  mention  was  formerly  imprisoned  here,  when  I 
was  out  of  town,  and  the  Council  Examined  and  discharged  him, 
finding  his  papers  imateriaL  I  have  since  that  made  some  enqoirj 
concerning  him,  but  can  hear  nothing  about  him. 

I  shall  inviolably  observe  the  same  oonfidence  sterring  with  yon, 
BOK  communicate  this  Correspondence  to  any  but  M'.  Peters,  who  I 
ehall  make  use  of  to  transcribe  my  letters  &  papers  on  this  subjeet, 
and  as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  Traders  &  People  that  used  to  be 
about  the  bands  of  the  Indians;  he  promised  to  get  all  their  hand 
writing  &  give  it  me. 

I  will  consider  the  Principal  Heads  on  this,  on  which  to  proceed 
in  this  nice  affair,  &  as  they  occur  to  me  I  will  set  them  dqwn,  & 
write  your  further  on  the  subject. 

By  means  of  the  Roman  Catholicks  who  are  allowed  in  this  &  the 
neighbouring  Province  of  Maryland,  the  free  Exercise  of  their 
Religion  and  therein  the  other  priveleges  of  j^nglish  Freemen,  the 
French  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  steps  taken  against  them, 
Bor  do  I  see  how  it  is  possible  to  detect  them,  as  from  the  head  of 
Chesopeak  Bay  the  roads  thro'  this  Province  to  Potowmio  are  open 
&  much  travelled,  especially  by  Germans,  who  have  a  large  settle- 
ment at  Frederick  Town,  in  Maryland,  a  frontier .  plaee  near 
Kittoch tinny  Hills,  none  are  examined  who  pass  that  way  &  perhaps 
there  are  none  who  live  there  that  are  qualified  to  make  the  proper 
Examinations.  The  Secretary  telW  me  that  of  late  years  many 
French  from  Alsace  &  Lorrain  have  mixed  with  the  Germans,  were 
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admitted  to  their  Qualifioatioos  &  live  amoDg  them  in  the  remote 
parts  of  ye  Provinoe. 

At  their  first  attack  the  Icdians  carried  off  one  or  two  of  these 
People  from  a  place  called  Jno.  Peon's  tract  &  ye  French  ma; 
possibly  employ  them  to  procure  Intelligence. 

S'.  Charles  Hardie. 
5th  July,  1756. 

Indcrs  (L 

Lre  to  S^  Charles  Hardie,  5th  July,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Lord  Loudoun,  1756. 

My  Lord : 

This  will  wait  your  arrival  at  New  York,  where  I  hope  you  will 
soon  recover  the  fatigues  of  so  long  a  voyage,  and  find  the  Country 
and  Climate  agreeable. 

His  Majesty  having  ordered  me  to  lay  before  yon  the  Military 
state  of  this  his  Province,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  Inform  your  L'd'p 
that  sixty  thousand  pounds  being  granted  in  November  last  for  the 
defence  of  this  Province,  It  was  thought  necessary  to  raise  a  number 
of  men  and  Build  a  range  of  small  Forts  &  Block-houses  along  the 
Western  and  Northern  frontier,  the  situation  of  which  your  L'd'p 
will  see  upon  the  Map  of  part  of  this  Province  which  I  have  now  the 
Honor  to  send  you,  and  they  are  garrisoned  by  troops  Jn  the  pay  of 
the  Province,  subjected  to  the  articles  of  war  by  an  act  of  our  Legis- 
lature. These  troops  have  been  Employed  for  somq  months  in  rang- 
ing the  woods  from  one  Fort  to  another,  and  are  by  that  meai^s  be- 
come expert  woods-men,  and  as  such  may  be  usefull  on  other  occa- 
sions. 

Besides  the  Forts  along  the  frontier  of  the  settleii:**  I  have  now 
four  hundred  men  on  their  march  up  the  Sasqnehanna  to  erect  a 
Fort  at  the  Junction  of  the  two  main  Branches  of  that  river,  which  is 
a  post  of  Consequence,  as  one  of  those  Branches  heads  in  the  Country 
of  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  other  interlocks  with  the  water  of  the 
Ohio,  and  I  hourly  expect  to  hear  of  their  having  gained  a  Lotlge- 
ment  there. 

Major  Euthford  will  Inform  you  of  the  Progress  made  in  the 
raising  men  fbr  the  Eoyal  American  Kegiment  which*  you  may  be 
assured  is  a  service  I  shall  give  all  possible  countenance  and  enoour- 
agem*  to  while  I  remain  in  the  administration  of  this  Oevemment. 
Agreeable  to  the  King's  commands  I  recommended  it  to  my  Assem- 
bly to  make  provision  for  paying  the  Masters  of  such  Servants  ai 
were  inclinable  to  enter  into  his  Majesties  Service,  but  I  have  as  yet 
no  answer  from  them  on  that  head,  nor  do  I  expect  any,  as  the  tak- 
ing Servants  is  a  very  unpopular  thing  in  this  ^rovince^  many  of 
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wbmn  now  lying  ander  a  severe  confinem*  in  our  Goals  for  no  other 
crime  but  that  of  voluntarily  enlisting  themselvefl  in  bis  Majesty's 
Service,  and  all  the  measures  I  could  think  of  for  their  enlargem* 
have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual.  Such  an  Influence  has  popular 
Opinions  upon  the  Courts  and  Lawyers  in  this  Province. 

I  send  your  L'd'p  with  this  some  intelligence  I  lately  received 
from  two  Indians  that  are  come  in  from  among  our  Enemies,  apoa 
which  I  have  sent  orders  to  all  the  Forces  upon  ye  Frontiers  to  be 
upon  their  guard. 

Lord  Louden. 
Indor^d. 

Df^  of  a  Letter  to  Lord  Loudon,  July  5**,  1756.    " 


John  Bell  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Sir; 

After  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Taylor  I  ask'd  him  if  I  could 
send  the  Vessel  down  to  Newcastle,  being  in  hopes  of  getting  your 
Honour's  orders  for  her  to  proceed  from  thence  to  Newfoundland,  k 
A%  would  save  two  or  three  days  delay  there.  He  said  he  could  not 
clear  her  even  to  Newcastle  without  the  Governour's  order,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  was,  with  me,  very  sensible  of  your  Honour's  good 
inclinations  to  expedite  the  supplys  for  tbe  King^s  troops.  I  must 
therefore  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  this  request,  the  favour  of 
your  order  to  the  Collector  to  Admit  the  Princess  Louisa,  Brigantine 
to  clear  for  Newfoundland  so  soon  as  it  is  convenient,  which  my 
Friend  Mr.  Armond  will  receive  &  forward  me  without  giving  your- 
self further  trouble. 

I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  what  I  really  am,  with  great 
sincerity, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obed*  &  most  Hum.  Serv*, 

iJOHN  BELL 
Philadelphia, 
July  5%  1756. 

Directed, 

To  The  Hon'«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  E8q^, 

Gov'  &  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of* 
Pennsylvania,  &c.,  at 

Newcastle. 
Par  Ami. 

Indorsed. 

July  5th;  1766.    Mr.  Bell  to  Governor  Morris. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  VoL  VIL,  p.  187.; 
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Gen  Shirley  to  Gov.  Moreis,  1756, 

New  York,  July  5%  1756. 
Dear  Sir : 

The  Day  I  embark'd  from  Albany  I  had  the  pleasure  of  your 
Nephew,  Cap*.  Staats^s  Arrival  there,  &  as  he  was  desirous  of  making 
you  a  Visit  before  he  went  to  Oswego,  I  have  brought  him  here  with 
me  for  that  Purpose, 

He-will  acquaint  you  in  what  forwardness  our  Preparations  are 
for  opening  the  Campaigne  both  upon  Lake  George  and  Lake  Onta- 
rio ;  and  refer  you  to  him  for  an  Aooount  of  them,  with  only  saying, 
that  they  exceed  even  my  own  Expectations ;  and  that  there  is  a 
very  fair  prospect  of  carrying  our  Points  in  a  great  Measure  this  year 
against  the  French  at  both  places,  if  the  carrying  our  preparations 
into  Execution  is  not  retarded  beyond  its  just  time. 

General  Abercrombie  &  Colonel  Webb  have  both  of  them  press'd 
me  so  strongly  to  wait  here  Hill  Lord  Loudoun's  Arrival,  in  order  to 
have  a  full  Consultation  personally  with  him  upon  the  State  of  his 
Majesty's  Service  here,  &  the  plan  of  operations  for  this  year,  that 
I  shall  venture  to  stay  here  a  few  Days ;  But  I  have  so  express 
orders  from  the  King  to  make  all  possible  Dispatch  to  England,  thai 
I  dare  not  venture  to  stay  many. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  M^  Alexander  &  I  have  miss'd  of  your 
Letter  in  answer  to  his  &  mine  upon  the  Subject  of  his  going  with 
me  to  England ;  about  which  I  am  very  anxious  as  I  find  his  pres- 
ence there  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to  clear  up  some  Articles  of 
the  very  large  Accounts,  which  must  be  transmitted  to  England  from 
him,  your  Nephew,  Lewis  Morris,  &  M'.  Ewing,  and  will  be  exam- 
ined into  at  the  Offices,  &c.,  at  home ;  yon  are  very  sensible,  my  Dear 
Sir,  how  greatly  *any  Difficulties  in  passing  them  would  embarrass 
me  as  well  as  them ;  and  how  incapable  I  must  be,  without  M'.  Al- 
exander's Assistance  in  clearing  them  up ;  and  consequently  of  what 
near  Concern,  and  necessity  to  me,  the  Instapoe  I  ask  of  your  Friend- 
ship is,  that  he  may  have  your  Consent  to  go  with  me }  w«^.  I  hope 
is  contain'd  in  the  Letters  that  are  gone  to  Albany. 

It  would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  was  it  possible  for  me  to 
see  you,  before  I  go  for  England ;  many  things  might  occurr  to  us, 
when  together,  w^,  might  be  proper  to  be  talk'd  over  with  the  Min- 
istry upon  my  Arrival  there,  W\  may  otherwise  slip  me. 
I  am  in  the  most  affectionate  manner, 
Dear  Sir, 

JITour  most  Obedient,  and 
faithfull  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Hon.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr. 
Indorsed'-'^ 

From  Wm.  Shirley,  New  York,  July  5, 1756. 
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*6ov.  Charlbb  Hardy  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  July  9,  1766. 
Sir: 

1  have  received  your  favours  of  the  5*^  of  July,  with  the  Papen 
Inclosed.  The  Information  given  yon  by  the  Indians,,  has  bat  a 
bad  prospect,  bat  I  hope  the  Chain  of  Forts  yon  have  built,  with 
proper  garrisons  to  Scour  tho  Country,  will  defeat  their  wicked 
Schemes. 

The  Assembly  having  done  all  their  Business,  will  be  prorogued 
to  Morrow,  to  give  them  a  long  recess,  i  am  sorry  your  Assembly 
would  not  continue  the  Prohibition  to  the  term  in  the  Jersey^  Act, 
as  I  then  should  have  no  difficulty  of  doing  the  same.  With  regard 
to  an  Embargo,  I  shall  have  no  doubt  in  concurring  with  you  and 
Mr.  Belcher,  and  shall  leave  Orders  here  with  His  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil accordingly. 

As  I  have  judged  it  more  for  his  Majesty's  Service  to  go  to  Al- 
bany for  some  time,  I  propose  leaving  tbia  City  on  Sunday  :  and  as 
the  President  of  the  Council  will  have  Orders  to  open  Pubhck  Let- 
ters from  the  several  Provinces  to  me,  it  will  be  proper  those  from 
you  upon  oar  secret  Correspondence,  should  be  put  under  cover  to 
the  Eldest  of  Council,  to  desire  him  to  forward  to  me  without  open- 
ing it,  as  he  may  others;  if  you  approve  this  measure,  I  will  leave 
such  directions  with  Mr.  Kennedy. 

The  Letters  of  Croghans  is  by  no  means  the  hand  I  want,  I  am 
rather  Inclined  to  think,  the  Treasonable  Correspondence  must  have 
been  carried  on  by  some  Roman  Catholics ;  I  have  heard  you  have 
an  ingenious  Jesuit  in  Philadelphia.  I  have  nothing  new  to  Inform 
you  ot  on  this  Sabject,  and  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any 
thing  that  may  occur  to  you. 

The  Packett^  from  England  brings  no  publick  dispatches,  nor  no 
Account  of  Lord  Loundouns  Im barking  for  America. 
I  am  with  great  Eegard, 

Sir,  Tour  most  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  HARDY. 

The  Hon"'.  Gov.  Morris. 

Indorsed. 
From  Gov.  Hardy,  New  York,  July  9, 1756. 
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MiNUTis  OF  A  Council  at  New  York,  1756. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George,  in  the  City  of  New  York^  oa 
Saturday  the  tenth  day  of  July,  1756. 

PRESENT. 

Ilis  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Kn*.,  Cap*.  General,  &o. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Murray, 

Lieut.  Gov.  De  Lancey,  Mr.  Holland, 

Mr.  Rutherford,  Mr.  Chambers. 

The  Board  taking  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  continuing 
the  prohibrtion  laid"*"  and  still  suhsisting  in  this  Province,  on  the 
Exportation  of  provisions  (except  to  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  use  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  and  Navy,  and  to  any  of  the  British  Colonies,  on 
application  of  the  respective  Governours)  and  it  appearing  that  a 
prohibition  is  laid  on  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  Pensilvania, 
by  Govgmor  Morris's  order  to  the  Collector  of  his  Majesty's  Customs 
at  Philadelphia,  of  the  5**»  of  July  Instant,  by  which  the  said  Col- 
lector is  restrained  from  clearing  any  Vessel  laden  with  Provisions, 
except  to  Halifax,  Annapolis,  or  Chegnecto,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  to 
New  York,  until  the  said  order  shall  be  revoked;  and  that  a  like 
prohibition  is  in  force  until  the  first  of  August  next,  by  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey.  And  it  also  appearing  that  Governor 
Morris  is  willing  and  desirous  that  the  said  prohibition  sho'd  be 
continued,  and  if  the  Assemblies  of  Pensilvania  and  the  lower  Coun- 
ties refuse  to  pass  a  Law  for  that  purpose,  that  he  will  continue  it  by 
his  own  order.  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  iiis  Excellency  with  the 
advice  of  the  Council,  that  the  Collectors  of  his  Majesty's  Customs 
of  this  or  any  other  Port  within  this  Psoviace,  do  not  clear  any  Vessel 
loaden  with  Provisions,  until  further  orders,  unless  to  Halifax,  An- 
napolis, or  Chegnecto  or  such  Vessels  as  his  Majesty's  Council  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  the  absence  of  the  Commander  in  chief, 
shall  give  permission  to  be  cleared  for  any  of  the  British  Colonies ; 
with  power,  nevertheless,  to  his  Majesty's  Council,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  (in  the  absence  of  his  Excellency,  now  going  to  Albany) 
upon  proof  of  such  prohibition  ceasing  or  being  taken  oflF  in  Pensil- 
vania or  New  Jersey,  to  make  an  order  for  taking  off  the  prohibition 
in  this  Province.  His  Excellency  recommended  to  the  Council,  ta 
Communicate  this  Resolution  and  order  by  the  next  post,  to  the 
Governors  of  New  Jersey  and  Pensilvania. 

LAMBT.  MOORE,  D*.  Secry. 
Indorsed. 

Minute  Council,  New  York,  July  10, 1756. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  YoL  VII,  p.  196. 
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Conrad  Wbiser  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Honourod  Sir ! 

Imediately  after  my  Retom  from  Philadelphiai  I  sent  Orders  to 
the  Captains  Basse,  Morgan  and  Smith,  to  meet  me  at  Fort  Henry, 
on  the  9^  of  this  Instant,  to  oonsult  together  over  certain  measures, 
how  to  oppose  the  £nemy  of  killing  the  People  in  Reaping  and 
gathering  in  their  Harvest.  The  Evening  before,  to  witt,  on  the  8* 
of  this  Instant,  M'.  Young  arrived  with  your  Honours  Orders  to  me, 
I  therefore  set  out  next  Morning  about  5  o'clock  for  Fort  Henry,  in 
Company  with  M'.  Young,  as  farr  as  Benjamin  Spyckers.  I  arrived 
at  Fort  Henry  by  10  o'Clock.  Cap^  Basse  met  me  with  an  Escort 
of  Eight  Men  on  Horse  Back,  about  Six  Miles  on  this  Side  of  Fort 
Henry;  about  12  o'Clocky'the  Captains  l^forgan and  Smith  arrived. 
I  imediately  made  your  Honours  Orders  known  to  them,  and  the 
following  Deposition  was  made :  That  eight  Men  of  Cap^  Smiths 
Company  shall  assist  the  People  in  the  Hole,  (The  Place  where  twice 
Murder  was  comitted)  to  gather  in  their  Harvest,  and  stay  over 
Night  in  the  Moravian  House ;  Eight  of  his  Men  to  ranse  Westward 
of  his  Fort  under  the  Hill,  and  if  Occasion  require  to  be  sllationed 
in  two  Parties  to  gu^rd  the  Reapers;  Sixteen  Men  are  to  be  in  and 
about  the  Fort  to  help  and  protect  the  Neighbours,  but  constantly 
10  out  of  the  .Sixteen  are  to  stay  in  the  Fort;  Nine  men  are  to  stay 
constantly  in  Manity  Fort,  and  Six  men  to  range  Eastward  from 
Manity  towards  Swataro,and  Six  men  to  range  westward  towards  Sus- 
quehannah  :  Each  Party  so  farr  that  they  may  reach  their  Fort  again 
before  Night.  Cap^  Busse's  Company  stationed  as  follows :  Ten 
men  at  Bernhard  Tridels,  next  to  the  Moravians,  Eight  men  at  Cas. 
par  Snebelies,  Six  men  at  Daniel  Shue's  or  Peter  Klop's :  AH  these 
are  Westward  of  Fort  Senry.  Eastwards  Cap^  Busso  is  to  Post 
four  men  at  Jacob  Stein's^  Three  men  at  Ulrioh  Spies,  Six  men  at 
the  Widow  Kendal,  the  JKest,  consisting  of  nineteen  men,  to  remain 
in  the  Fort.  Cap^  Morgan's  Company,  as  followes  :  Six  men  to 
range  from  the  little  Fort  on  Northkill,  westward  to  the  Emericksy 
and  stay  there  if  the  People  unite  to  work  together  in  their  Harvest^ 
Six  men  to  range  Eastward  on  the  same  footing.  Eight  men  to  stay 
in  that  Forf,  fifteen  men  are  to  stay  in  Fort  Libanon,  Eight  men  to 
protect  the  People  over  the  Hill  in  harvest  Time,  ifen  men  to  range 
constantly  Eastward  or  Westward,  and  if  the  People  return  to  their 
Plantations  thereabouts,  to  protect  those  first  that  join  together  to 
do  their  work. 

All  the  aforesaid  Men  are  posted  as  much  in  a  Range  as  was  pos- 
sible, and  would  sale  the  Settlement  best. 

Your  Honour  will  observe  that  there  is  not  Men  enough  left  in 
the  Forts  to  change  or  relieve  the  Men  on  Duty,  but  scarce  sufficient 
to  keep  the  Forts,  and  send  Provisions  to  the  several  Posts. 

I  did  propose  to  the  Captains  to  make  a  draft  of  about  twenty 
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fi76  men  oat  of  the  three  Companies,  and  send  them  over  the  Hills 
to  a  Certain  Place  on  Kind  Creek,  to  lie  in  Ambnsh  there  for  tho 
Enemy,  for  about  Ten  Days,  but  the  large  Frontier  which  they  have 
to  guard  with  their  men,  would  not  Admit  of  it  at  this  Time,  so  I 
was  therefore  obliged  to  give  over  that  Point.  *  < 

A  great  number  of  the  Back  Inhabitants  cdme  to  the  Fort  that 
Day,  and  cried  out  for  Guards.  Their  situation  is  indeed  desperate. 
About  forty  men  from  Tulpenhocon  have  been  out  for  their  Protec- 
tion, but  they  got  soon  tired,  and  rose  Disputes  and  Quarrels  in 
Order  to  get  home  again. 

I  hear  that  the  People  over  Susquehannah  will  have  Protection, 
cost  what  it  will ;  If  they  cant  obtain  it  from  the  Eoglish,  they  will 
send  to  the  French  for  it.  I  believe  (by  what  I  did  hear)  that  some 
on  this  Side  of  the  River  are  of  the  same  Oppinion,  at  least  these  is 
such  a  Mummbling  among  the  back  Inhabitants. 

I  must  mention  to  your  Honour,  that  when  the  People  about 
Swartaro  aud  the  Hole  heard  of  Cap^  Smiths  being  accused  for  ne- 
glect of  Duty,  they  wrote  a  Letter  to  me  in  his  Favour,  which  I  send 
by  Sammy  Weiser,  who  can  translate  it,  if  your  Honour  orders  him 
to  do  it.,  I  also  send  a  Letter  from  Cap^  Busse,  which  contains  the 
Particulars  of  the  last  murder.  I  received  it  by  the  way  comiug 
from  Philad%  and  stopt  the  Express,  (as  it  was  only  to  me)  in  Order 
to  save  Charges. 

As  I  had  no  Clerk  for  some  time,  I  wrote  a  General  Letter  yes- 
terday to  all  the  Comanding  Officers  Eastward  from  Fort  Henry  to  ' 
Easton,  with  a  Copy  of  your  Honours  Orders  inclosed.     I  could  not 
send  every  one  a  ("opy,  but  ordered  them  to  take  it  themselves  and 
send  it  forward  imediately. 

Just  this  moment  my  Son  Sammy  arrived  from  Fort  Henry,  and 
tolls  me  that  there  had  been  an  Engagement  at  Caghuekachecky, 
wherein  twelve  on  our  side  were  killed,  and  Six  Indians ;  That  our 
People  kept  the  Field  and  scalped  the  Indians,  and  that  the  Indians 
ran  off  without  any  Scalp.  As  bad  news  as  it  is,  I  wish  it  may  be  true. 

I  have  at  Present  no  more  to  trouble  your  Honour  with,  But 
Remain, 

Sir, 

your  very  obedient  and 

humble  Servant, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 
Heidleberg,  in  the  County  of  BerkS; 

July  the  !!«»,  1756.  "^ 

P.  S.  I  should  have  told  your  Honour  that  I  keep  a  Serjeant, 
with  Bine  private  men  of  my  Company  at  Fort  Henry,  under  Cap*. 
Basse,  with  that  Proviso,  that  they  shall  stay  in  the  fort  and  defend 
it  when  the  Capt"  men  are  on  their  several  posts  or  Ranging  ;  the 
Capt"  must  keep  a  Ranging  party  all  along ;  to  monow  another  Sef- 

VoL.  II.— 30 
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jan(  marobes  from  Reading  with  nine  men,  to  relief  those  of  mj 
Company  that  have  ben  out  now  two  weeks.    I  am  Sir,  &o. 

C.  W. 

Governor  Morris. 
indor»ed. 

From  Col.  Weisef,  July  11,  1756. 


Gov.  Shiulet  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

New  York,  July  12%  1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  two  last  letters  to  me  and  M'.  Alexander,  contain  snch  strong 
marks  of  your  Sincere  regard  and  friendship  for  me,  as  give  me 
great  oonsolation,^nd  will  forever  lay^ne  under  the  highest  obliga- 
tion to  von. 

The  light  in  which  you  consider  M'.  Alexander's  going  to  England 
with  me  is  I  flatter  myself  a  just  one,  and  it  will  give  me  the  high- 
est pleasure  to  have  that  Voyage  prove  of  real  Service  to  him  in  the 
future  course  of  his  life. 

We  have  followed  your  Advice  in  our  application  for  his  mothers 
leave;  It  was  open'd  with  a  letter  f^om  me  to  her,  and  followed  the 
evening  after  with  a  Yissit ;  we  could  not  have  desir'd  better  sac- 
cess  with  (he  Old  Lady  than  we  have  met  with,  the  whole  afikir  was 
freely  and  fully  talked  over  between  her  and  me,  her  mind  is  per- 
fectly settled  to  it,  I  think  I  might  say  she  intirely  approves  of  it ; 
and  it  is  Certainly  a  Circumstance  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  us  in 
this  Case,  that  Colonel  Barton,  and  those  of  the  best  Sense,  who 
"  are  friends  to  us  both,  most  earnestly  press  M'.  Alexander's  going  to 
England  at  this  conjuncture,  as  indispensably  necessary. 

An  happy  meeting  with  you  here  for  a  few  hours  would  Crown 
every  thing,  and  I  will  not  dispair  of  it. 

With  regard  to  your  self,  after  the  perpetual  scene  of  Vexatioo, 
Absurdity,  and  perverseness  in  some,  wickedness  in  others,  you  have 
been  embarrassed  with  since  your  being  in  the  Chair  of  Government 
in  Pensilvania ;  I  cant  but  think  that  the  necessity  of  public  Affairs 
in  North  America,  not  to  make  the  least  dependence  upon  Ministe- 
rial Gratitude  will  soon  conduct  you  into  a  post  of  Government  in 
New  Jerseys,  where  in  all  human  appearance,  your  own  personal 
Ease  and  Satisfaction,  as  well  as  Success  in  the  public  Service,  will 
i^ke  you  Ilappy  the  remainder  of  your  life,  ami  you  will  be  at  lei- 
sure to  reflect  with  Satisfaction  even  u^on  that  part  of  it,  which  you 
spent  so  disagreably  in  Pensilvania. 

Nothing  is  wanting  to  make  it  appear  how  light  our  friend  P 

C will  be  found  in  his  new  employments,  but  being  weighed  in 

the  Ballance  by  entring  upon  the  exercise  of  them.     Accoiding  to 
the  general  Idea,  which  is  at  present  conceived  of  him  by  the  pub- 

/ 
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Ho,  he  18  likely  80on  to  be  dispised  So  hated  throughout  North 
America. 

Many  thanks  to  yon,  Dear  Sir,  for  the  very  affectionate  instance 
of  the  kind  regard  you  have  shewn  me  in  your  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure a  public  Testimony,  from  Several  of  th*e  Colonies  in  favor  of 
xny  Services  in  North  America,  to  attend  my  Exit.  I  shall  ever  re- 
tain a  most  gratefull  sense  of  it,  and  the  warmest  Friendship  my 
mind  is  capable  of  for  you. 

I  hope  the  Revolution  in  your  Nephew  Staats  affairs,  during  his 
stay  in  England,  will,  upon  his  explaining  it  to  you,  prove  to  your 
own  approbation  and  promote  his  Happiness. 
I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  Truth  and  Esteem, 
Sir, 

Your  most  Affectionate 

Friend  &  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Indorged, 

Letter  from  W--  Shirley.    New  York,  July  12,  1756. 


Gov.  Belcher  to   Gov,  Morris,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  wrote  you  a  few  Lines  by  the  Post  on  the  13  of  June,  inclosing 
a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  this  Legislature,  relative  to  the  Exportation  of 
Provisions  from  this  Colony,  to  which  I  refer  you.  I  am  now  to 
own  your  Honours  two  Letters,  both  of  the  6*^  Current,  and  woud 
inform  you,  that  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  are  to  meet, me  on 
Thursday,  the  22*  Curr*,  when  I  shall  lay  before  them  the  necessity 
of  extending  their  Act  relating  to  the  Exportation  of  Provisions ; 
but  if  they  shouM  not  come  into  it,  I  shall  then  lay  the  Matter  be- 
fore His  Majesty's  Council,  in  order  to  .take  the  same  Method  the 
Governour  of  New  York,  and.  Your  Honour  have  done,  for  I  think 
it  of  great  Importance  to  His  Majesty's  Service  &  Interest,  that  the 
Prohibition  of  Provisions,  &c».  be  still  carried  on  to  a  Longer  Time. 

I  very  particularly  observe  what  Your  Honour  writes  of  the  Ac- 
count you  had  received  from  two  Indians,  Nicodemus  trnd  Jo.  Peepcj 
of  what  they  had  heard  among  the  Indians  at  Diahogo*  viz.,  thht  a 
Number  of  French  &  Indians  wou'd  soon  be  coming  from  the  Alle- 
gany Mountains  to  commit  Ravages  and  Murders  upon  the  Fron- 
tiers of  these  Colonies,  the  same  Ace*  I  have  also  received  frq|^the 
Governour  of  Virginia,  &  upon  it  I  expresst  my  Orders  t^the 
Commanding  Officer  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  Colony,  to  be  well  on 
his  Guard,  in  Order  to  repell  them  in  Case  they  shoud  make  Incur- 
sions, or  Attempts  upon  the  People  of  this  Province. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vok  VII.,  p.  186. 
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At)Out  three  Weeks  ago  I  received  a  Letter  Irom  M*.  Prerid*  Stret> 
til,  respeotiDg  a  Treaty  your  Honour  was  then  upon  with  the  Delaware 
Indians,'*'  and  upon  it  I  gave  orders  to  Gol«.  Dehart,  who  Commands 
the  Troops,  posted  for  the  Defenoe  of  this  Province,  to  give  no  In- 
temption  in  that  Matter,  nor  to  go  with  any  of  his  men  beyond  the 
Bounds  of  this  Province ;  but  I  have  heard  nothing  more  of  the  said 
Treaty  since  the  rec<  of  M^.  Strettils  Letter,  tho'  I  shoud  be  glad  to 
be  informed  whether  Your  {lonour  concluded  the  Treaty  with  these 
Indians,  to  any  good  Effect. 
I  am  with  much  Kespcct, 
Sir, 

Your  Honours 

Most  obedient  and 

Most  bumble  Servant, 

J.  BELCHER. 
L.  Gov'  Morris. 

Eliz-  Town,  (N.  J.)  July  13,  1756. 

Indorsed, 

Gov'  Belcher — The  Embargo  &  Indian  affairs. 
July  13, 1750. 


Minutes  of  a  Council  at  Shamokin,  1756. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Camp  at  Shamokin,  July  13*'*,  1756. 

Present — all  the  Officers  of  Colonel  Claphams  Regiment,  except 
Cap^  Miles,  who  Commands  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Hallifax. 

The  Subalterns  complain,  that  after  expectation  given  them  by  se- 
veral Gentlemen,  Commissioners,  of  receiving  seven  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  each  Lieu^,  &  five  shillings  &  six  Pence  each  Ensign  ^ 
day,  the  Commissary  has  reoeiv'd  Instructions  to  pay  a  Lieu^  but 
five  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  an  Ensign  four  Shillings. 

Captain  Salter  affirms,  that  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  assur'd 
him  that  the  Subalterns  pay  was  Augmented  from  five  Shillings  and 
six  pence,  and  four  Shillings  to  the  sums  mentioned  above. 

Lieu^  Da  vies  reports,  that  M".  Fox  assur'd  him  that  the  pay  of  a 
Lie^  in  this  Regiment  woud  be  Established  at  seven  Shillings  S^ 
sixl^nco  ^  Day,  and  that  M^  Peters,  the  Provincial  Secretary,  told 
him  the  same  as  a  thing  concluded  upon,  but  hinted  at  the  same  time 
that  he  might  expect  but  five  shilliogs  and  sixpence  ^  Day,  before 
he  came  into  the  Regiment. 

Lieu^  Garraway  says,  that  M*".  Hamilton  told  him  at  Dinner,  at 

*  See  it  Colon.  Rco.,  VoL  VIL,  p.  166. 
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M'.  CunniDgbamSy  that  the  Pay  of  a  Captain  in  this  Regiment  was 
to  be  ten  Shillings,  a  Lieutenants  seven  Shillings  &  six  pence,  &  an 
Ensigns  five  Shillings  &  Sixpence. 

'  Gap^  Lloyd  says,  that  M^  Hoghs,  one  of  the  Glentlemen  Com- 
missF*  told  him  the  same  thing. 

The  Gentlemen  Officers  beg  leave  to  Appeal  to  his  Honor,  the 
Oovernoor,  as  an  Evidence  that  that  Opinion  Universally  Prevailed 
thro'  out  the  Regiment,  and  thinking  themselves  unjustly  dealt  w*^ 
by  the  Gentlemen  Commiss",  are  Unanimously  Determined  not  to 
serve  longer  on  these  terms,  they  therefore  beg  Leave  to  return  your 
Honor  their  most  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  for  the  Favours  re- 
ceiv'd,  the  grateful  Impressions  of  W^  they  shall  never  forget,  and 
iCt  the  same  time  request  a  permission  from  your  Honor  to  Resign 
on  the  Twentieth  day  of  Aug*^  next,  desiring  to  be  rcleiv'd  accord- 
ingly. 

Levi  feuMP,  Sam.  Jno.  Atleb, 

Patrick  Davis,  Chas.  Brodhead, 

Daniel  Cijlrk,  Wm.  Patterson, 

Chas.  Garrawat,  Joseph  Scott, 

AsHER  Clayton,  John  Morgan, 

Wm.  Anderson,  Saml.  Miles, 

John  Hambright,  James  Brtan, 

William  Plunket,  Pat.  Aujson.  , 

Indorsed^ 

Minutes  of  a  Council  held  at  the  Camp  at  Shomokin. 
July  13%  1756. 


Timothy  Horsfield  to  Wm.  Parsons,  1766* 

Dear  Sir, 

About  an  hour  after  you  Left  us,  Came  one  of  Our  People  that 
went  in  Comp^  with  M'.  Edmonds,  &c.  to  Meet  ye  Indians,  and 
Brought  word  yt  part  of  ye  Company  of  Indians  Lodged  Last  night 
at  Jn».  Fley's,  &  ye  others  a  Little  distance  Behind ;  that  there  is 
-About  40  Indians,  Men,  Women  &  Children,  wether  New  Castle  & 
Compy  be  Included  in  this  Number  I  don't  know.  Now  as  ye 
Number  yt  are  coming  is  Near  3  times  as  many  as  we  first  heard  of, 
I  thought  it  highly  Necessary  to  Advise  you  of  it  as  soon  as  Pos- 
sible; we  shall  Entertain  them  to-Night  as  well  as  we  can,  &  I  shall 
do  My  best  that  nothing  be  said  to  the  Indians  of  their  «^eing 
Moved  to  one  place  or  another  till  they  hear  it  of  you  in  a  proper 
manner.  I  hope  to  See  You  here  in  ye  Morning. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Affectionate,  Hb»«  Serv*, 

TIMO.  HORSFIELD. 
Directed.— To  W-.  Parsons,  Esq'.,  at  Easton. 
Indaned.—lb  July,  1756,  Timothy  Horsfield. 
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Abchibald  Kennedy  fob  Mbrcoants  jo  Gov.  Morbis^ 

1756. 

15th  July,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  Merchants  of  New  York  who  wou'd  fain  hope  for  Some,  if 
not  aft  equal  Share  of  your  favour  with  those  of  Philadelphia, 
understanding  there  are  a  number  of  vessels  Loaden  ready  to  push 
off  BO  soon  as  the  embargoe  is  taken  off,  humbly  request  Your 
Honour  would  be  pleased  to  give  them  Such  timely  notice,  (not 
haveing  been  permitted  to  make  their  vessels  Storehouses,)  so  as 
they  may  Start  upon  an  equal  footing.  This,  I  am  desired  to 
acquaint  Your  Honour  will  be  acknowledged  as  a  particular  favour. 
I  am, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

ARCHD.  KENNEDY. 

Indorsed^ 

15  July,  1756,  M'.  Kennedy  to  have  Notice  when  the  Embargo 
here  was  to  be  taken  off. 

Wrote  an  Answer  July  18. 


'      [P-  s.] 

July  15th,  1756. 
We  have  Just  now  heard  from  Albany,  by  Several  Letters,  that' 
Col.  Bradstreet  on  his  return  from  Oswego  was  attack^,  himself 
kiird,  one  of  the  Butlers,  and  a  great  many  more,  the  particulars 
not  yet  come  to  hand ;  a  number  of  Battoes  are  seen  dayly  hovering 
near  Fort  Henry.  Cap^  Rogers  is  missing.  Gen\  Johnson  re- 
turned in  a  bad  State  of  Health. 

*  See  page  714. 
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To  James  Young,  from  Captains  of   Col.  Clapham's 
Regiment,  1756. 

The  Captains  of  Colonel  Clapham's  Regiment  will  give  Receipts 
to  the  Commissary  for  Money  for  the  fall  Payment  of  their  several 
Companys  no  longer  than  'till  the  first  Jane,  for  the  following 
Reasons : 

!■*.  Making  Deduction  of  half  the  Pay  due  to  the  Men  indis- 
criminately &  without  Regard  to  or  Ascertaining  their  several  Re- 
spective Debts  to  the  Province  wou'd  create  a  universal  uneasiness, 
since  in  such  Case  the  Deduction  wou'd  be  the  same  where  the  Qebts 
are  Vastly  Different,  w**  if  just  in  itself,  wou'd  to  People  so  little 
vers'd  in  Arithmetic  as  they  are,  appear  extreamly  unreasonable. 

2iiaiy.  By  this  Method  of  Payment,  the  security  left  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Government  is  the  same  &  infinitely  greater  satisfaction  given 
to  the  Men,  who  are  already  exasperated  for  want  of  their  Pay,  and 
Complain  at  the  same  time  that  without  knowing  the  Price  of  their 
Cloaths  they  shall  never  know  when  they  are  out  of  Debt. 

3rtiiy,  That  the  Men  being  all  by  this  means  paid  up  to  one  Day, 
the  Stoppage  for  the  Future  on  Acc*  of  their  Cloaths  will  be  more 
equal,  &  prevent  that  Disatisfaction  w^*"  will  otherwise  naturally 
arise  among  People  ignorant  of  Accounts,  from  the  seeming  Ine- 
quality of  the  Deductions. 

4*^.  Because  they  are  fully  Convinced  that  if  this  Method  is  not 
Parsu'd,  no  Punishment  ever  so  severe  can  deter  the  Men  from 
Desertion  in  great  Numbers,  and  by  that  Means  leaving  the  Works 
already  begun  imperfect,  and  doing  a  manifest  Injury  to  the  Service, 
'tis  their  Opinion  that  a  Deduction  of  one-third  of  the  Men's  Pay 
Monthly  wou'd  give  greater  satisfaction  to  the  Men,.&  be  more  con- 
sistent w*'  the  good  of  the  Service. 

Willm.  Clapham, 
James  Burb, 
Thomas  Lloyd, 
Joseph  Shippbn,  Jb. 
Patrk.  Workb, 
Eltsha  Saltar, 
David  Jameson, 
Nathaniel  Miles. 

Indorsed. 

15th  July,  1756.  Reasons  Assigned  by  the  Captains  of  Col». 
Clapham's  Reg*  for  their  Refusing  to  give  Receipts  for  the  full  Pay 
of  their  Companies. 
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Jambs  Young  to  Gov.  Mokris,  1756, 

Sir: 

I  did  myself  tho  honor  to  write  to  you  on  my  arrival  at  Sbamo- 
k?n,  I  stayed  there  four  Days  in  which  time  I  was  greatly  perplczd 
how  to  act,  there  being  a  general  Dissatisfaction  amongst  the  Officers 
concerning  my  instructions  from  the  Commissioners  to  pay  them^  for 
therein  I  am  Commanded  to  Pay  the  Lieu*"  5-6,  and  the  Ensigns  4 
p'  Day  whereas  they  expected  7-6,  and  5-6, 1  am  likewise  Ordered 
to  pay  but  384  private  men  and  16  Scrjants,  I  found  several  more 
in  tho  Camp  besides  Ensign  Mcirs,  with  20  men  at  Maggies  Stores, 
Ensign  Johnston  with  23  men  at  Hunters  Mill,  and  a  Seijant  with 
13  at  Harris's,  all  Order'd  there  by  Coll*  Clapham,  and  above  his 
Number  of  400.  I  therefore  did  not  pay  them,  neither  could  I 
muster  them  the  Certificates  of  Enlistment  being  dispers'd  among 
the  Officers  at  Shamokin,  these  People  are  Extremely  uneasy  for 
their  Pay. 

The  Coll^  is  highly  displeas'd,  I  had  not  orders  to  pay  him  for  his 
Cap^'  Commission,  and  likewise  that  I  brought  him  no  money  to  pay 
the  Battoe  men,  he  talks  loudly  of  his  ill  usage,  and  threatens  to 
leave  the  Service,  and  that  ho  will  go  and  join  the  Six  Nations, 
whether  they  side  with  the  English  or  French.  This  I  thought  my 
Duty  to  acauaint  your  honor  with.  I  was  informed  that  he  is  to 
Charge  the  Province  with  116  Battoo  men  at  2-6  p'  day,  at  the  same 
time  1  was  Credibly  informed  that  the  greatest  part  of  them  are  Sol- 
diers in  his  Beg*,  and  are  now  dayly  imployed  in  the  Battoes  and 
are  very  Capable  to  Work  them.  The  Officers  in  Gen'  seems  not  at 
all  pleased  under  their  Coll**  Command,  all  of  them  but  three  or  four 
have  been  confined  by  him,  and  Continued  so  during  his  pleasure, 
and  released  without  Tryal  by  the  same  Authority.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  much  doubt  the  success  of  building  a  Fort  at  that  impor- 
tant Place  Shamokin,  under  the  present  uneasiness  of  the  Officers 
and  men,  I  was  Order'd  by  the  Commiss'  to  pay  alTthe  men  up  to 
the  1"^  of  July,  Deducting  half  their  pay  for  their  Clothing,  but  the 
Cap**  Befused  to  receive  it  on  such  terms,  and  presented  me  a  paper 
setting  forth  their  reasons  of  which  I  send  you  a  Copy,  I  being  ap- 
prehensive of  a  General  desertion,  and  considering  that  the  Province 
had  the  same  security  for  the  Clothing  Complyed  with  their  De- 
mands, and  thereby  have  broke  my  Orders  from  the  Commis'*.  I 
shall  be  Extremely  sorry  if  I  am  blamed  for  so  doing  for  nothing  but 
tho  good  of  the  Service,  (and  so  I  judge  it  to  be,)  would  have  in- 
duced me  to  act  Contrary  to  my  Instructions.  The  Subalterns 
would  not  grant  me  receipts  for  their  full  pay,  but  in  part.  If  I  have 
done  wrong  I  heartily  beg  your  Pardon,  and  that  you  will  continue 
that  friendship  to  me,  I  have  already  so  Largely  Experieno'd^  and 
shall  ever  greatfully  acknowledge. 
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Cap*"  Loyd  was  to  s^t  out  soon  after  me  for  Philad%  to  Lay  their 
G-reivances  before  your  Hono', 

I  left  Shamokin  Early  on  Fryday  momiDg  in  a  Battoe,  we  Rowed 
her  down  to  Harris's  before  night  with  fonr  oars.  There  is  bat  one 
fall  above  those  you  saw^  not  so  bad  as  those  at  HunterS;  it  is  ab  4 
miles  above  fort  Hallifaz.  m 

I  came  here  yesterday  noon  hoping  to  find  money  sent  by  the 
Commiss"  to  pay  the. forces  on  this  side  the  River,  as  they  Promised , 
but  as  yet  none  is  come,  neither  is  CoP  Armstrong  Cpmey  and  I  find 
but  16  of  his  men  here,  the  rest  are  gone  to  Shermans  Valley  to 
Protect  the  Farmers  at  their  Harvist,  so  when  the  money  comes,  I 
shall  be  at  a  loss  for  an  Escort.  I  am  informed  that  a  Number  of 
the  men  at  the  Forts  whose  time  of  three  months  is  expired  agree-> 
able  to  their  Enlistments  have  left  their  Posts  and  expects  their  pay 
when  I  go  there,  this  may  be  of  bad  consequence,  &  I  heartily  wish 
there  were  none  Enlisted  for  less  than  Twelve  months,  I  am  per* 
Bwaded  the  officers  would  find  men  enough  for  that  time. 
I  am, 

with  great  Respect 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Serv^ 

JAS.  YOUNG. 
Carlisle  18»»»  July  1756. 
To  the  Hon*>«  Goveinor  Morris. 
Indorsed. 
James  Young. 


Col.  Clapham  &  James  Burd  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Shamokin,  July  18%  1756. 

S': 

I  am  desir'd  herewith  to  Transmit  to  your  Honor  the  results  of 
a  Council  held  at  the  Camp  at  Shamokin,  July  the  13%*  in  conse- 
quence of  a  disappointment  in  the  Pay  of  ye  Subalterns,  from  w**»  it 
will  appear  to  your  Honor  that  they  think  Themselves  ill-treated  by 
the  Gentlemen,  Commissioners,  whose  Honor  they  rely'd  on  and 
several  of  whoso  promises  they  recite  in  Regard  to  their  Pay,  and 
that  they  ^  unanimously  determined  to  resign  their  Commissions 
on  the  20^  day  of  August  next  if  the  respective  Promises  &  Assu- 
rances of  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  on  that  Head  are  not  fully 
Gomply'd  with  before  that  time. 


*  See  page  700. 
30* 
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I  fturther  beg  leave  to  address  your  Honor  w<^  a  Complaint  in  be- 
half of  myself,  and  the  other  Captains  and  Officers  of  this  Regimenl. 
I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  from  yon,  S'.,  a  Commission  as  Captain 
in  the  Regiment  under  my  Command,  dated  March  the  29^,  for 
which  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners,  notwithstanding  it  was  repre- 
sented to  them,  have  been  pleas'd  to  withhold  my  pay  and  Assigned 
as  a  Reason  that  a  man  can  execute  but  one  Office  at  a  time,  and 
ought  to  devote  his  whole  service  to  it,  which  is  not  only  an  unjust 
remark  but  affironting  to  all  Gentlemen  who  have  the  Honor  to  hold 
directly  from  his  Majesty  or  from  any  of  his  Majesty's  Officers  more 
than  one  Commission  at  the  same  time,  by  supposing  them  Dcfficient 
in  some  Part  of  their  Duty,  and  is  virtually  an  invective  against  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  itself.  They  have  likewise  been 
pleas'd  to  deal  with  Major  Burd  upon  the  same  principles  and  have 
paid  him  only  as  a  Captain,  which  must  be  confessed  is  a  very  con- 
cise method  of  reducing  without  the  Sentence  or  even  the  Sanction 
of  a  Court  Martial. 

The  several  Captains  think  themselves  affronted  by  the  Commissi" 
Instructions  to  the  Commissary  to  pay  but  two  Serjeants  and  forty- 
eight  Private  Men  in  each  Company,  notwithstanding  two  Corpor^ 
and  one  Drummer  were  appointed  in  each  Company  by  your  Honor's 
express  Command,  this  instruction  appears  to  them  also  as  a 
Comtempt  of  your  Honor's  Orders,  and  have  accordingly  paid  these 
non-commissioned  officers  out  of  their  own  Pockettf. 

I  enter'd  into  this  Service  at  the  Solicitatio%of  some  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen Codimissioners,  in  Dependance  on  Promisees,  which  they 
have  never  performed,  and  have  acted  ever  since  not  only  in  two 
Capacities  but  in  twenty,  having  besides  the  Duties  of  my  Commis- 
sions as  Col*  &  Captain  been  oblig'd  to  Discharge  those  of  an  Engi- 
neer and  Overseer  at  the  same  time,  and  undergone  in  the  Service 
incredible  Fatigues  without  Materials  and  without  thanks.  But 
as  I  am  to  be  paid  only  as  a  CoP  I  intend  while  I  remain  in  this 
Service  only  to  fullfil  the  Duties  of  that  Commission,  which  never 
was  yet  soppos'd  to  include  building  Forts  and  ten  thousand  other 
Services  which  I  have  perform'd,  so  that  the.  Gentlemen  Commis- 
sioners have  only  to  send  Engineers,  Pioneers  and  other  Labourers, 
w*''  the  necessary  Teams  and  Utensils,  while  I,  as  CoU,  preside  over 
the  Works,  see  that  your  Honor's  orders  are  punctually  executed, 
&  only  Defend  the  Per.<)ons  engag'd  in  the  Execation  of  them.  In 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  your  Honor  and  the  Gentlemen  Com- 
missioners to  allow  me  an  Aid-de-Camp,  who  was  to  be  paid  as  a 
Supernumarary  Cap*  in  the  Regiment;  I  accordingly  appointed  Caf^ 
L^oyd  as  my  Aid-de-Camp  on  April  2"',  1756,  who  ha%ever  since 
noted  as  such  in  the  most  Fatiguing  and  disagreeable  Service  on 
Eiirtb  and  received  only  Captain's  Pay. 

Your  Honor  was  pleased  to  appoint  Lieu^  Clayton  Adjutant  to  the 
Kcgiracnt  under  my  Command  by  a  Commission,  bearing  date  the 
24«''  day  of  May,  1756,  but  the  Gentlemen  Commiss"  have,  in  Defi- 
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•aoe  of  all  known  mien,  resoWed  that  an  Officer  oan  Diseharge  but 
one  duty  in  a  day,  and  have  paid  him  only  as  a  Lieutenant  Im- 
powered  by  your  Honor's  orders,  and  in  Compliance  with  the  Ezi- 
eencies  of  the  Services,  I  hir'd  a  number  of  Battoe  men  at  2-6  ^ 
day,  as  will  appear  by  the  return  made  herewith  to  your  Honor,  and 
upon  demanding  from  the  Paymaster  General  money  for  the  Paj« 
ment  of  the  respective  Ballances  due  to  them,  was  surprised  to  find 
that  the  Commissi  had  by  their  Instructions  restrain*  him  from 
Paying  any  incidental  Charges  whatever;  as  thinking  them  properly 
Cognizable  only  by  themselves. 

'Tis  extremely  Cruel,  S',  and  unjust  to  the  last  degree  That  men 
who  chearfully  ventured  their  lives  in  the  most  dangerous  and 
Fatiguing  services  of  their  Country,  who  have  numerous  Families 
dependant  on  their  Labour,  and  who  have  many  of  them  while  they 
were  engaged  in  that  Service,  suffered  more  from  the  neglect  of 
their  Farms  and  Crops  at  home  than  the  Value  of  their  whole  pay. 
In  short,  whose  Affairs  are  ruined  by  the  Services  done  their  Coun- 
try should  some  of  them  receive  no  Pay  at  all  for  those  Services,  if 
this  is  the  case  I  plainly  perceive^that  all  Service  is  at  an  end,  and 
foresee  that  whoever  has  the  Command  of  this  Garrison  will  inevit- 
ably be  Obliged  to  Abandon  his  Post  very  shortly  for  want  of  a 
Suply  of  Provisions.  Your  Hon'  ^ill  not  be  surprized  to  hear  that 
in  a  Government  where  its  Servants  are  so  well  rewarded  I  have  but 
one  Team  of  Dhiught  Horses,  which,  according  to  the  Commissioners 
remark,  can  but  do  the  Business  of  one  Team  in  a  day  from  whence 
you  will  easily  Judge  that  th^Works  must  proceed  very  slowly  and 
the  Ezpence  in  the  end  be  proportionable. 

Permit  me,  S',  in  the  most  grateful  manner  to  thank  your  Hon' 
For  the  Favour  conferred  on  me  and  on  the  Regiment  under  my 
Command  which  I  am  sensible  were  meant  as  well  in  Friendship  to 
the  Province  as  myself.  I  have  executed  the  trust  Reposed  in  me  ' 
w*^  all  Possible  Fidelty  and  to  the  best  of  my  Knowledge,  but  my 
endeavours  as  well  as  those  of  every  other  Officer  in  the  Service 
have  met  with  so  ungenerous  a  Return  so  contracted  a  Reward  that 
we  can  no  longer  serve  with  any  Pleasure  on  such  terms.  And  if 
we  are  not  for  the  Future  to  receive  from  your  Hon'  our  Orders,  our 
Supplys  and  our  Pay  beg  Leave  unanimously  to  resign  on  the 
Twentieth  of  August  next,  &  will  abandon  the  Post  accordingly  at 
that  time,  in  which  Case  I  would  recommend  it  to  the  Gentlemen 
Commissioners  to  take  great  Care  to  prevent  that  universal  Deser- 
tion of  the  men  which  will  otherwise  certainly  ensue. 

Thus  much  I  thought  it  necessary  to  say  in  my  own  Vindication, 
and  I  am  besides  by  the  rest  of  the  Gentlemen  requested  to  add, 
that  they  have  still  further  cause  of  Complaint  from  a  Quarter 
where  they  little  expected  it,  &  are  Conscious  to  themselves  they 
never  deserved  it,  esteeming  much  lighter  their  Treatment  from  the 
other  Gentlemen  Commissioners  in  regard  to  their  Pay  than  the  un- 
generous Reflections  of  one  of  those  Gentlemen  on  the  Conduct  of 
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in  Expedition  wbich  it  too  plainly  appears  it  vna  ne?er  his  Study  te 
Promote,  and  will  Appeal  to  their  Country  &  to  your  Honor  for  y^ 
Justioe  of  their  Conduct  in  the  present  Step. 

'Tis  w*^  utmost  concern  &  Eeluctance  that  the  Qentlemen  of  this 
Regiment  see  themselves  reduced. to  the  necessity  of  this  Declaration 
and  assure  your  Hon''  that  nothing  but  such  a  Continued  series  of 
Discouragements  oould  have  ever  extorted  it  from  those  who  hope 
that  they  have  not  used  any  Expressions  inconsistent  w^  that  high 
Regard  they  have  for  your  Honor,  and  beg  leave  with  mo  to  Sub-  • 
scribe  themselves, 

Your  Honor's 

Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

WILL'M  CLAPHAM, 
JAMES  BURD. 
Thomas  Lloyd, 
Joseph  Shippen,  jr., 
Patr'k  Work, 
Elisha  Saltar, 
David  Jameson, 
Nathaniel  Miles. 

July  18th,  1756.    Wm.  C^ham  h  James  Burd. 


Sblectmen  of  Boston  to  Gov.  M,  1766. 

Boston,  July  29, 1756. 
Sir, 

As  provisions  are  much  wanted  in  this  Town,  and  as  supplies  are 
withheld  from  us  by  the  restraint  laid  .on  the  exportation  of  Flour 
from  Philadelphia,  we  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  yonr  Honor  to 
desire  you  would  be  pleased  to  permitt  the  Brig  Prince  Geo.,  Caleb 
Prince,  Master,  w'**  one  or  two  more  Vessels  w**  we  are  informed  are 
loaded  with  Flour,  &  wait  only  your  Honors  permission  to  depart  to 
sail  for  this  Port  w**  their  Cargo's.  As  this  will  be  a  benefit  to  his 
Majesty's  Subjects  here,  and  no  detriment  to  y«  General  Cause  of  the 
Colonies,  we  hope  your  Honor  will  grant  us  this  Favour,  &  thereby 
Oblige, 

Your  Honors  most  Humb.  Serv*. 
Saml.  Grant, 
Jno.  Jackson, 
Thomas  Cushing, 
John  Scollay, 
Tuos.  Hill. 

•Selectmen  of  Boston. 
His  Honor  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr. 
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Direction, 

To  the  Hon.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Gov.  of 
Pennsylvania;  in  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed^ 

.   Boston,  July  W\  1756.     That  Gov.  Morris  would  suffer  some 
Vessels  to  sail  for  that  Port  with  Flower. 


Petition   op  Merchants  &o.,   of  Philaba.  to  Gov. 
Morris,  1756. 

To  the  Hon.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Governor,  & 
Commander  in  chief,  in  &  over,  The  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  & 
Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  &  Sussex. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  Owners,  &  Masters  of  Ves- 
sels, Trading  to  his  Majesty's  Islands  &^  Colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  &o.  ^         tf  * 

Sheweth. 

That  your  petitioners,  presuming  that  the  Embargo  laid  here,  the 
20^^  day  of  May,  on  all  Vessels  Loaded  with  provii^ians,  for  the 
places  above  mention'd,  wou'd  terminate  at  the  Expiration  of  the 
'lime,  that  an  Embargo  was  also  Laid  on,  by  the  Government  of 
Newcastle,  Kent,  &  Sussex,  Vizt.  on  the  Seventh  of  this  Instant, 
July  'y  Have,  in  Consequence  thereof.  Loaded  their  Several  Vessels, 
as  usual  in  Time  of  free  Trade.  And  finding,  upon  Application  at 
the  Custom  house,  for  the  necessary  Clearances,  &c.,  That  Your 
H^nor  had  thought  proper,  (on  your  going  to  meet  the  Lower  County 
Assembly,  whom  you  had  Call'd  together,)  to  Leave  Instructions 
with  the  Collector  here,  not  to  Clear,  or  permit  any  Vessels  to  Sail, 
that  were  Loaded  with  provisions ;  And,  as  we  since  Learn,  that  the 
Government  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  k  Sussex,  have  extended  their  Em- 
bargo'till  the  Twentieth  Instant;  And  Conditionally,  so  much  longer, 
as  shall  be  thought  necessary  by  this  Government.  We  take  the 
Liberty,  humbly,  to  Represent  to  your  Honor,  the  great  Loss  that 
will  be  Sustained  I  Not  only  by  the  proprietors  of  the  provisions  on 
board,  which  your  Honor  need  not  be  inform'd  are  of  a  perishable 
Nature,  especially  at  this  Season  of  the  Year,  But,  will  also  be  se- 
verely Felt  by  the  Trading  part  of  this  Province,  in  case  the  Embargo 
abo'.  be  continued  Longer  than  the  said  Twentieth  Instant  I  As  a 
general  Stagnation  of  all  Business  must  Ensue,  Besides  the  actual 
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Loss  of  ao  much  Money,  &  tbe  Circulation  thereof,  to  this  ProTinoe;' 
as  the  amount  of  the  said  provisions,  as  well  as  the  particular  Loss 
to  the  present  proprietors  of  them,  &  of  the  Vessels  that  are  so  laden, 
whioh  are  Lying  here,  at  a  great  Ezpence  to  the  Owners,  many  of 
whom  are  young  Tradesmen,  &  will  scamse  be  able  to  Support  such 
heavy  Losses.  But,  Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  above  Re- 
cited, We  wou'd  not  have  presumed  to  haVe  Tronblei  your  Honor 
with  a  petition  of  this  Nature,  Were  we  fully  assured  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely Necessary  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  that  the  Embargo  sho^. 
be  Continued ;  And,  That  this  Province  was  upon  an  equal  footing 
in  such  Cases,  with  the  other  Colonies  to  the  Northward  &  South- 
ward of  us.  But,  as  to  the  former,  We  humbly  Conceive  that  a  Con- 
tinuance of  the  Embargo  at  present,  will  rather  Tend  to  tbe  distress 
of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  in  the  West  Indies,  Whom  we  apprehend. 
Must,  by  this  Time,  be  in  want  of  Provisions.  And  as  there  is  the 
hiehest  probability  That  War  is  Proclaimed  at  home.  Our  Vessels 
will  Consequently  Run  a  much  greater  Risque  of  being  taken,  when 
the  Enemies  Privateers  are  abroad.  Than  if  they  were  permitted  to 
Sail,  while  they  have  a  prospect  of  getting  out,  before  the  French 
Privateers  Invest  those  Seas.  And  as  to  the  Latter,  it  is  well  known 
that  Boston  has  little  or  no  Provisions  to  Export,  except  Fish,  which 
is  not  prohibited  in  their  Embargo,  altho'  it  is  the  Staple  Com- 
modity of  the  place.  And,  ^h  regard  to  New  York,  Great  part 
of  their  provisions  is  taken  off  by  the  Army,  Besides  the  Liberty 
Granted  to  Vessels  trading  to  the  Bay,  who  are  allow'd  a  Certain 
Quantity.  But  a  still  greater  disadvantage  to  this  Province  is,  that 
if  the  Embargo  is  Continued  here,  till  it  is  Certainly  known  to  be 
taken  off  at  New  York;  by  that  Time,  our  Vessels  can  get  clear'd 
afterwards,  &  reach  the  Capes;  Those  from  New  York  will  probably 
have  made  half  their  passage,  &  Consequently  take  the  best  of  the 
Markets  from  us.  And  as  to  the  Southern  Colonies,  Virginia  & 
Maryland,  have  no  Embargo  as  yet.  So  That  Pennsylvania  is  the  only 
Province  that  Suffers  by  the  Embargo,  in  its  full  Extent;  and  if 
Continued  as  Long  as  tbe  policy  of  the  Northern  Colonies  shall  find 
it  their  Interests  to  do  it,  Must  in  Time,  be  the  utter  Ruin  of  the 
Trade  of  Ibis  Province.  Therefore,  We  humbly  hope  your  Honor 
will  Take  into  Consideration,  Our  present  distress'd  Situation,  so  as 
to  permit  Those  Vessels  at  least,  that  are  already  Laden  to  Depart; 
We  promising  on  our  parts,  That  we  will  not  only  Take  all  the  ne- 
cessary precautions  in  our  Power,  to  Prevent  the  Enemies  of  our 
Sovereign  &  his  Liege  Subjects,  from  getting  any  of  the  said  provi- 
sions into  their  possession.  But  will  also  make  the  Strongest  Re- 
monstrances to  our  Correspondents  in  the  West  Indies,  to  induce 
them  to  do  the  Same.  Not  doubting  from  7our  Honors  benevolent 
&  humane  disposition,  but  you  will  apply  such  further  Reiaedies, 
as  the  good  of  this  Province  &  the  preservation  of  its  Trade,  in  tbe 
present  EiucTgcncy  Requires.      In  tbo  full   hopes  of  which,  We 
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'  humbly  Kely  on  jonr  Honors  Iniown  Wisdom  ft  Prndenoe  for  Re- 
dress. Andy  your  Petitioners;  as  in  Duty  bound,  will  ever  Pray,  &o. 
Reese  Merideth,  Thos.  McJanett,  &  Co., 

gAML.  Neave,  Magnus  Watson, 

Kearny  &  Gilbert,  Arohd.  Stewart, 

Alex.  Lunan,  Wm.  Corrt, 

Jas.  Harvey,  Rich.  Smith. 

Charles  &  Alex.  Stedman,      Saml.  Greene, 
Hen.  Harrison,  Robt.  Wall, 

Walter  Sheb,  Thomas  Riche, 

Paniel  Curry,  Sam,  Purviance, 

Joseph  Greenway,  Hen.  All.  McDougal, 

Nathaniel  Donnell,  James  McCulloch, 

Wm.  Freeman,  Pat.  Choke, 

Moses  Rankin,  John  Darke, 

Anthony  Stooker, 
Indorsedy 

Petition  from  sundry  mercbants,  Tbat  tbe  Embargo  migbt  be 
taken  off,  and  their  Vessels  permitted  to  go.  Received  July  19, 
1756.  Told  the  petitioners  the  reasons  of  the  Embargo,  that  they 
loaded  their  vessels  in  their  own  wrong,  as  I  had  given  out  that  the 
Embargo  would  be  continued,  &^ad  they  applied  to  me,  they 
would  have  beeli  informed  of  it  as  mbers  that  applied  were. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwiddib,  1756. 

Sir,  % 

M'.  Nelson  delivered  me  your  Favour  of  the  28th  June,  in  which 
was  tbe  printed  Treaty  concluded  by  your  Commissioners  with  tbe 
Nations  of  tbe  Catawba  and  Cherokee  ludians.  The  Catawbas  are, 
I  believe,  our  sincere  &  hearty  Friends,  and  will  perform  their 
Engagements  if  not  involved  in  a  War  with  tbe.Cberokees.  I  sus- 
pect the  Shawonese,  who  are  a  subtale  &  politick  Nation,  have  em- 
ployed their  Artifices  with  the  Cherokees  &  brought  abotrt  this  dif- 
ference you  mention,  the  better  to  carry  their  own  Points  against  us. 
I  have  been  informed  by  M^  Croghan  that  some  of  the  upper  Chero- 
kees had  lately  been  Drought  to  the  Ohio  by  a  Party  of  the  Six 
Nations  yt  went  to  war  against  the  Catawbas  or  some  other  Southern 
Nations,  and  at  the  Instance  of  the  Shawonese  they  were  placed  not 
far  from  the  Lower  Shawonese  Town,  and  are  now  closely  oonneoted 
w^^  the  Shawonese. 

Several  Prisoners  who  have  made  their  Escape  from  Kittannin 
&  other  places,  say  expressly  that  the  Delawares  expect  to  be  join'd 
by  the  Cherokees,  Laving  sent  Messengers  to  them  in  the  Winter, 
&  recieved  promises  from  them. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  p.  208. 
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gr  W".*  Littleton  will  no  doubt  do  every  thing  be  can  to  engage 
the  Southern  Indians,  and  as  he  is  likely  to  render  bimselfe  agreabld 
to  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature  &  to  ye  Body  of  the  peoplci 
be  will  I  hope  have  good  Success  in  bringing  tbem  to  act  on  th  e 
offensive  against  the  French,  both  in  conjunntion  w^  our  Armies 
and  In  separate  Parties. 

The  only  thing  yt  can  entirely  be  depended  upon  as  a  certain 
Proof  of  the  sincere  attachment  of  the  Indians^  is  when  they  consent 
to  go  in  Scalping  Pai^ties  against  the  Enemy,  and  will  fall  upon  the 
Soldiers  of  their  Forts  as  they  pass  &  repass,  in  the  same  manner 
the  French  Indians  are  got  to  act  against  us,  till  those  who  profess 
Friendship  for  ub  &  take  our  Presents  shall  do  this,  they  are  not 
hearty  in  our  Interest,  but  lye  by  to  see  the  Events  of  every  year, 
&  will  take  their  Measures  accordingly. 

I  am  clear  with  you  in  Opinion  that  an  Expedition  ought  to  hare 
been  carried  on  by  the  three  Provinces  at  least  ag*  the  Indian  Towns 
on  the  Ohio,  if  not  ag*  Fort  Duquesne,  &  that  w'  successful  or  no  it 
wou'd  have  hinder'd  the  French  and  ye  Indians  from  strengthening 
themselves  in  other  places,  but  when  it  comes  to  be  considered  yt  in 
this  Province  &  in  Maryland  the  Sums  requisite  for  ye  Defence  of 
the  Frontiers  were  with  difficulty  raised,  &  yt  the  differences  w** 
occasion'd  this  Difficulty  are  still  kept  up,  &  popular  Clamor  rather 
encreasing  than  otherwise  in  both  Colonies,  an  Union  is  not  to  be 
expected,  nor  that  Supplys  sufficient  for  such  an  Expedition  will  be 
raised  out  of  a  Joint  Stock. 

Messengers  retum'd  last  night,  &  have  brought  w*^  tbeu  ye  Dela- 
ware King  &  40  otbers"*"  w^^  whom  I  hope  to  establish  an  Accommo- 
dation and  break  ye  Confederacy.  I  will  send  you  ye  Minutes  of 
ye  Trea^,  w'^  will  I  hope  be  final  &  prove  an  alteration  much  to 
ye  general  advantage. 

I  believe  if  the  New.  Governor  ft  Assembly  shall  agree  about  ye 
Mode  of  taxing  the  Proprietary  Settle*^,  yt  they  may  be  brought  to 
give  handsomely  for  an  Expedition  ag^  ye  Ohio,  and  if  the  German 
Officers  raise  their  four  Battalions  there  may  be  spared  a  large  Body 
of  regulars  to  support  the  Provincial  forces. 

A  Fort  7s  now  building  at  Shamokin  by  Coll.  Clapham,  who  has 
500  Men  with  him,  ft  I  am  in  hopes  that  ye  Sasquahannah  Indians 
who  are  coming  over  to  us  will  take  refuge  there,  ft  as  they  can  be 
provided  w^^  all  necessaries  they  may  thereby  be  kept  true  to  us,  ft 
perhaps  engaged  to  fight  ag*  our  Enemies.  I  have  for  some  time 
been  in  treaty  w^  the  Chiefs  of  the  Shawonose  ft  Delawares  on  ye 
Sasquahannah. 

I  expect  a  Successor  every  day,  M*^.  Pownal  it  seems  made  Objee- 
tions  to  coming  under  Prop'ry  Instructions,  tho'  they  were  prcTiously 
shewn  to  ft  approved  by  His  Nation,  Lord  Halifax,  M'.  Fox  ft  Lord 
Loudon  and  as  M'.  Penn,  nor  oo  person  whatever  in  his  Station 

«  See  Col.  Kec.  Vol.  VII.  p.  204. 
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^ou'd  leave  a  Deputy  at  large,  the  matter  soon  ended  as  to  M'. 
Pownal,  &  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  so  good  as  to  recommend 
M'.  Denny,  a  Gentleman  of  the  Army,  not  known  to  any  here^  but 
said  to  be  of  good  character  &  polite  Address. 

The  state  of  the  Army  &  the  Politicks  at  New  York,  M'.  Nelson 
jseems  well  acquainted  w^^,  &  to  him  I  can  refer  you  for  what  is 
public. 

General  Shirley  is  hastening  to  England  on  the  Invitation  of  the 
Ministry,  who  have  paid  him  many  just  Complements,  &  express 
an  hearty  regard  for  him,  &  say  they  will  stand  in  need  of  his  Coun- 
cils and  Advice,  &  therefore  think  it  necessary  he  shou'd  hasten  to 
England  to  be  i;eady  to  assist  them  in  their  ffiiture  Consultations  on 
ye  affairs  of  America. 

Indorsed, 

Dft.  Governor  Morris  to  Gov'.  Dinwiddic,  20  July,  1756. 


Timothy  Horsfield  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Bethlehem,  July  21, 1756. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour, 

The  Indians  from  whome  the  Inclosed  Information  Come,  Stopt 
a  day  or  two  here  in  their  Way  to  Easton,  and  Jo  Peeby  Still  Living 
here,  being  well  acquainted  with  them,  had  much  discorse  with  them^ 
and  Communicated  the  contents  to  one  of  Our  Brethren  from  whome 
I  have  it. 

As  I  conceive  it  contains  Matters  of  great  Importance,^  there- 
fore Send  it  Immeadietly  to  Your  Honour.  But  hearing  to-day 
from  several  People  that  your  Honour  was  gone  a  Journey  in  the 
Country,  Was  DoubtfuU  this  might  not  Come  soon  to  hand,  have 
Therefore  this  rooming  Sent  an  Express  with  a  Coppy  of  this 
Information  to  the  Governor  of  New  York. 
I  am  your  Honour's 

Most  Obed*  Humble  Serv*, 

TIMO.  HORSFIELD. 

Direciedy 

To  the  Honourable  Bob*.  Hunter  Mcfrris,  Esquire,  Govemour  of 
Pensylvania. 

Indorii  cZ, 

21  July,  1756,  Horsfield  with  Indian  Intelligence. 
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Arch'd  Kennedy  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

New  York,  July  22d,  1756. 
Sir, 

Bj  bis  Excellency,  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  orders,  who  left  this 
place  for  Albany  on  the  11th  Instant,  I  am  directed  to  transmit 
the  enclosed  in  hopes  it  may  induce  our  Neighbours  to  enter  into 
the  like  measures  so  essentially  necessary  at  this  time  for  the  publick 
Service. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 
humble  Servant, 

ARGH'D  KENNEDY. 
Governor  Morris. 
Indorsed.— J\x\y  22d,  1756,  Arch'd  Kennedy. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Wm.  Parsons,  1756. 

Sir, 

Since  M'.  Peter's  letter  to  you,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 
change  the  place  of  treating  with  the  Indiana,  from  Easton  to  Beth- 
lehem, which  by  this  Express  I  notifie  to  AK  Spangenberg,  and  if 
you  have  made  any  Provision  of  Victuals  or  Liquors,  you  will  tran- 
sport thpm  to  Bethlehem,  with  such  Live  Stock  as  you  can  conve* 
niently  get  together,  and  any  expence  you  have  been  at  in  conse- 
quence of  my  former  orders  shall  be  repaid. 

I  have  given  orders  to  Coll.  Weiser  to  call  together  such  detach- 
ments of  the  several  Companys  on  the  frontiers,  as  could  safely  be 
spared,  to  attend  this  meeting  of  the  Indians,  where  it  is  quite  ne- 
cessary to  have  a  good  number  of  troops,  but  as  Coll".  Weisers  dis- 
tance may  occasion  his  orders  being  too  late,  I  think  it  necessary 
that  you  should,  on  this  occasion,  draw  together  such  force  from  the 
several  Garrisons  near  Bethlehem,  as  they  can  safely  spare,  under 
the  command  of  the  gentleman  like  officers,  taking  care  in  the  or- 
ders you  send,  in  pursuance  of  this  letter,  to  direct' that  in  case  they 
have  recieved  Coll.  Weisers.  orders,  they  are  to  obey  them  as  to  the 
numbers  to  be  detached,  and  the  officers  to  command  them ;  But 
you  are  to  signifie  to  them,  that  it  is  my  order  that  they  march  to 
Bethlehem  instead  of  Easton. 

You  are  to  move  to  Bethlehem  with  the  town  guard  of  Easton 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  where  you  are  to  escort  Tede- 
cuscung,  and  the  other  Indians,  who^  I  am  informed  are  now  at  Eas- 
ton ;  and  you  are  to  deliver,  in  my  name,  the  Inclosed  Message  to 
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the  King  in  answer  to  his,  and  DOtifying  Bethlehem  to  be  the  place 
of  meeting. 

Indorsed, 

Draft  to  Major  Parsons,  at  Easton,  July  22, 1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Rev.  Mr.  Spanoenberg,  1756. 

Philad%  22  July,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  sent  an  Express  this  Morning  to  Major  Parsons,  to  acquaint  him 
that  I  should  set  out  to  morrow  morning  for  Easton,  in  order  to  treat 
with  Teedyuscung,  and  the  Indians  from  Diahoga,  but  on  communi- 
cating this  to  the  Council,  many  Reasons  were  offered,  whicl  con- 
vinced me  that  Easton  will  by  no  means  be  a  proper  place,  I  there- 
fore find  myself  laid  under  the  necessity  of  countermanding  my  or- 
ders to  M^  Parsons,  and  of  appointing  the  Treaty  to  be  held  at 
Bethlehem,  and  therefore  request  the  favour  of  you  an  (  the  Breth- 
ren to  afford  me  and  my  Attendance  what  Accommodan.^ns  are  in 
your  power,  which  I  do  not  mean  shall  be  attended  w*^  ^ny  expence 
to  you. 

The  good  work  y'  calls  me  to  Bethlehem  at  this  time,  which  I  am 
very  sensible  you  desire  most  ardently  to  see  brought  to  an 
happy  Issue,  will  plead  my  Excuse  for  the  Trouble  it  will  give  the 
Brethreli. 

I  propose  to  set  out  to  morrow  and  to  reach  you  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, w*"**  I  imagine  will  hardly  be  before  Saturday  morning. 

I  have  ordered  Major  Parsons  to  move  to  Bethlehem  w*'  the  In- 
dians, under  an  escort  of  Troops,  and  shoud  they  come  before  me,  I 
must  desire  you  will  give  them  a  good  Reception. 

Indorsed. 

Draft  to  the  Rev*  M'.  Spangenberg,  at  Bethlehem. 
July  22,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  1756. 

July  22-V1756. 
Dear  Sir,    , 

I  had  not  time  to  write  you  by  the  last  post,  and  now  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  two  letters,  that  by  the  former  post  I  laid 
before  the  Assembly,  and  in  several  private  conversations  with  some 
of  the  members  have  pointed  out  your  services  to  the  Continent, 
both  before  &  since  they  had  that  letter,  which  I  thought  would 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


716  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1756. 

have  better  effects  than  any  thing  I  could  say  in  a  pnbh'ck  message, 
and  what  they  do  will  have  the  more  weight,  coming  nnasked  and  of 
their  own  accord.  I  hear  they  intend  to  give  yon  thanks  for  your 
aervices  in  some  shape  or  other,  but  have  not  yet  learnt  the  manner. 

The  Inforination  I  can  eive  L'  London  will  in  great  measure  be 

snpplyd  by  M'.  F ,  wno  waits  at  New  York  on  purpose,  and 

being  connected  with  Pownal,  will  have  all  the  credit  he  can  desire. 
I  know  not  what  part  L*  Louden  may  act,  but  to  me  it  seems  very 
impolitiok  to  countenance,  in  any  shape,  a  man  that  has  in  so  re- 
markable a  manner  obstructed  the  Kings  afiairs,  and  gone  such 
lengths  to  embody  the  Germans  here  against  the  Crown,  by  making 
them  believe  there  was  a  fizd  design  to  enslave  and  reduce  them  to 
a  state  of  vasselage,  worse  than  what  they  fled  from  in  their'  own 
Country.  The  Post  office,  I  believe,  have  given  him  to  understand 
that  h^  oondnct  is  disapproved  of,  which  in  my  mind  was  paying 
him  too  high  a  Complim^,  and  I  suppose  he  and  P are  to  con- 
trive some  way  of  reinstating  him  in  their  favour^  and  possibly  the 
Earl  may  be  drawn  into  the  measure. 

I  intended  setting  off  at  this  day  to  pay  my  compliments  to  yon. 
But  some  Messengers  Employed  by  me  to  the  Indians  upon  the  Sas- 
quahana  are  returned,  and  have  brought  with  them  as  far  as  Bethle- 
hem the  King  of  the  Belawares,  and  a  great  number  of  his  nation 
who  are  ready  to  enter  into  their  former  alliance  with  us,  and  I  am 
under  a  necessity  of  going  to  meet  them  before  I  do  any  thing  else, 
as  so  favourable  a  disposition  in  those  people  should  not  be  neglect- 
ed ;  from  the  treaty  I  shall  proceed  to  New  York,  as  Easton,  the 
place  of  meeting,  is  about  fifty  mile  on  my  way,  and  upon  notice  of 
L'  Loudens  arrival  I  intend  to  leave  the  treaty  to  Commissioners^ 
and  set  off  immediately  in  about  six  hours.  I  take  Horse  for 
Easton."*" 

Indorsed. 
Df'  to  General  Shirley.    July  22»*,  1756. 


James  Younq  to  — ^ ^  1756. 

Carlisle,  22*  July,  1766. 
Sir: 

By  the  Winchester  Post  we  have  Advice  that  the  20th  Inst,  in 
the  morning,  a  party  of  Indians  Surprised  two  of  Gap^  Steels  men 
as  they  were  Guarding  some  Reapers,  4  miles  on  this  side  M'ko- 
dowels  mill }  they  killd  and  scalp'd  one,  the  other  they  carried  off, 
the  Reapers  made  their  Escape ;  also,  that  one  of  the  Soldiers  from 
M'cdowels  Mill  that  went  with  two  Women  to  the  Spring  for  some 

*  See  the  Minutes  of  the  Coancil  at  Easton,  in  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol  VII.,  pp. 
204-220. 
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water  is  misBingi  the  Women  got  in  safe  to  the  fort,  and  allmost  at 
the  same  time  a  man  and  a  woman  were  scalp'd,  a  few  miles  on  the 
other  side  of  the  mill.  And  Yesterday  morning.  Eight  Indians  came 
to  the  house  of  Jacob  Feeble,  near  the  great  Spring  and  M'ckluers 
Gapp,  about  10  miles  from  this  place,  on  this  side  the  mountain, 
they  Killed  an  Old  Woman  and  carried  off  two  Children,  and  an 
old  man  is  missing ;  they  pursued  a  boy  who  was  on  horse  back  a 
long  way,  but  he  Escap'd ;  their  were  some  people  Reaping  at  a 
small  Distance  from  the  house,  but  knew  nothing  of  what  was  doing 
at  home,  for  the  Indians  did  not  fire  a  Oun,  they  carried  off  all 
the  Clothes  and  bedding  that  was  in  the  house ;  a  party  went  from 
this  town  to  bury  the  Dead,  and  are  returned  again,  they  inform  me 
that  the  Country  People  are  all  leaving  their  hous^  to  come  down, 
as  there  is  great  reason  to  fear  many  more  Indians  will  soon  be 
among  them.  The  money  which  the  Commissioners  were  to  send 
is  not  yet  Come,  nor  is  Col^.  Armstrong,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
to  do  when  it  does  Come,  as  no  doubt  there  are  Several  parties  of 
Indians  within  our  Forts,  and  we  have  only  a  small  Party  of  men  in* 
Each  Fort,  the  others  being  all  scattered  in  small  parties,  at  a  Con- 
siderable distance  from  Each  other,  to  Protect  the  Country  People 
at  Harvest ;  So  it  will  be  impossible  to  Collect  the  men  together  to 
Muster  them  without  greatly  Distressing  the  Country  People,  and 
Disapoint  them  of  Reaping  their  Grain,  for  they  will  all  leave  it 
if  the  men  are  taken  from  them,  neither  can  I  be  Suplyed  with  pro- 
per Escorts  from  the  Forts  without  leaving  them  Empty ;  I  shall, 
therefor,  be  Glad  to  have  your  Honors  further  Orders  Whither  I 
shall  proceed  in  the  best  manner  I  can,  or  when  the  money  Comes 
to  leave  it  in  Charge  of  Coll<>.  Armstrong  or  M'.  John  Smith,  with 
Orders  to  pay  the  Several  Cap*",  or  any  of  their  Officers,  as  an  op- 
portunity may  offer,  any  sum  that  will  not  Exceed  the  pay  for  their 
respective  Companys,  to  the  1»'  of  July,  ab'  £260  for  Each  Compy, 
more  or  less,  according  as  their  accounts  stands  which  I  have  with' 
me,  and  I  may  Muster  the  men  and  settle  their  ace*"  the  next  time 
I  come  up,  when  the  Harvest  will  be  over. 

Cap*"  Potter  was  here  yesterday,  I  paid  him  .£100  of  the  money 

I  had  left  from  Col^  Claphams  Reg*,  in  Case  I  should  not  get  up  to 
him. 

Leiu**  Callender  came  here  last  night  with  20  of  his  men,  he  left 

II  in  Shermans  Valley  to  protect  the  Reapers  j  he  with  Cap*"  Arm- 
strong and  40  men,  have  been  on  a  Scout  as  far.  as  Shamokin,  from^ 
thence  they  went  50  miles  due  West,  and  then  down  to  Patersons  Fort, 
but  saw  no  Enemy,  he  informs  me  that  last  Monday  two  Indian  Squas 
that  were^  at  Fort  Sherley  went  off  with  one  of  our  men,  a  fellow 
that  had  formerly  been  an  Indian  trader ;  the  Squas  are  the  Daught- 
ers of  the  Indian  half  king  that  was  kill'd  last  winter.  I  fear  that 
fellow  may  be  of  bad  Consequence  to  us,  as  he  knows  our  Situation 
well.  I  have  Endeavourd  to  put  this  Large-  Fort  in  the  Best  poster 
of  Defence  I  can,  but  am  sorry  to  say  the  People  of  this  town  can- 
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not  be  previild  on  to  do  ray  thing  for  their  own  safety.  I  proposed 
to  them  to  Associate  and  to  plaoe  a  Pioq^  Onard  at  a  small  Dislanee 
from  the  Fort  to  prevent  being  Snrpriz'd,  bnt  to  no  purpose ;  they 
say  they  will  gnard  when* there  is  Danger,  tho'  the  Enemy  is  now 
Committing  murder  but  ten  miles  frpm  them ;  They  seem  to  he 
Inlld  into  Fatal  Seenrity,  A  strange  in&tuation  which  seems  to  pre- 
vail throughout  this  Provinoe. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 
Sir, 
Your  most  Obedient, 

&  most  Humble  Serv^ 

JAS.  YODNa 

P.  S.  The  post  not  being  come  as  I  expected,  I  have  sent  this  by 
a  Soldier  of  the  Carlisle  Comp*  Express.  2  a  Clock^  P.  M.^  Coll* 
Armstrong  is  just  now  come  to  town. 

Jndorsed, 
Ja-.  Young.    22*  July,  1756. 


Lord  Loudoun  to  Gov.  Morbis,  1756. 

New  York,  23*  July,  1756. 
Sir: 

His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  Appoint  me^  by 
His  Commissipn  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  be  General  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  all  His  Forces  in  North  America,  I  take  this  first  Op- 
portunity to  Acquaint  You  of  my  Arrival  this  morning ;  As  I  have 
been  unfortunately  so  long  detained  in  my  passage,  I  find  it  indispen- 
sibly  necessary  that  I  go  up  immediately  to  the  Army,  I  must  pro- 
ceed accordingly.  I  herewith  send  Your  honor  the  Letters  of  M'. 
Fox,  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Haliikx, 
His  Majestys  first  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  do 
from  Your  Zeal  and  Attachment  to  His  Majesty's  Service,  and  from 
the  Loyalty  and  good  dispositions  of  your  People,  depend  upon  all 
Assistance  that  the  State  and  Circumstances  of  your  Province  is 
able  to  give  me. 

I  will  beg  Your  Honor  to  Assure  the  good  People  of  Yonr  Pro- 
vince, that  they  may  depend  upon  my  Protection  and  my  utmost 
Care,  to  avoid  and  remove  (as  far  as  the  Cireumstances  of  a  Country 
become  the  Seat  of  War  will  admit)  every  thing,  that  may  any  way 
burthen  or  Hurt  the  Interest  of  any  Individual. 

I  shall  on  all  occasions,  and  in  every  thing  relative  to  the  Service 
and  Interest  of  the  Colonies,  communicate  with  your  Honor,  and 
beg  at  all  time?  to  be  favor'd  from  you  with  all  ^matters  of  Ad- 
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▼ioe  and  Intelligenoe  relative  to  the  same,  and  shall  impatiently 
expect  the  Retaras  you  are  directed  to  send  me. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  Your  Honors  Letter ;  I  shall 
give  my  best  Attention  to  those  Services  in  particular,  that  you  have 
£een  so  good  to  lay  before  me,  as  soon  as  I  can  be  informed  what 
the  General  Service  requires,  and  what  the  State  of  His  Majesty's 
Arms  will  enable  me  to  do. 

I  beg  you  to  be  assured,  that  I  am  with  the  highest  respect^ 
Sir, 

Your  Honor's 

Most  Obedient  and  most 

Humble  Servant, 

LOUDOUN- 
The'Hon'^«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.  ^ 

Indorsed. 

L*  Loudoun,  23*  July,  1756. 
•    Read  in  Council,  at  Easton,  SO^"*  July,  1756. 


John  Armstrong  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756, 

Carlisle,  23*  July,  1756. 
Honoured  Sir : 

Being  but  just  got  home,  I  am  unable  to  furnish  your  Hon'  with 
the  Occurrences  of  these  two  days  past,  in  which  time  the  In- 
dians have  began  to  take  their  advantage  of  the  Harvast  Season. 
Seven  people  on  t^is  side  the  Kittatinney  Hills  being  Kill'd  and 
missing  within  this  County,  and  two  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Tem- 
porary lipc ;  the  Enemy  have  not  yet  attack'd  any  of  the  people 
over  the  Hills,  but  pass'd  them  by,  probably  on  ace*  of  finding  them 
better  guarded  and  dispos'd  of.  As  soon  as  Cap*.,  Young  concludes 
whether  to  Cross  the  Hills  or  not,  I  shall  Visit  the  Out  guard,  and 
endeavour  to  keep  the  people  in  larger  Company  than  they  are. 
Wheat  Harvest  is  more  than  half  done. 

i^^I  shall  send  to  Harris's  for  the  Saddles  and  Chains,  and  in  my 
sext  write  the  Commissioners  of  the  Powder  last  sent  here,  the 
advantage  and  necessity  of  Streighting  the  New  Arms,  &c. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Honours 

most  Obedient 

Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

To  the  Hon"*  Rob*.  Hunter  Morris. 
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Tho  Indians  are  not  in  large  parties;  bnt  distribated  in  different 
places  of  Frontier. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq*'.,  GoYomor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsjlrania,  Philad*. 
Carl.  Dwt.  8;  grS. 

Indorsed. 
John  Armstrong,  July  28*,  1756. 


Capt.  John  Van  Ettbn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

♦  Fort  Hjndahaw,  July  2^'\  1756. 

May  It  Please  your  Honour : 

After  my  humble  Service  to  you  I  take  the  Boldness  To  Inform 
your  Honour  that  we  are  all  Id  good  health  Here  in  the  Fort.  I 
Likewise  think  It  my  Duty  to  Inform  your  Honour  of  What  has 
Happened  the  22^  of  this  Instant.  In  this  township,  about  fifteen 
miles  above  our  Fort,  I  sent  a  Sergeant  with  four  men  up  there  to 
guard  some  farmers  in  their  Harvest,  and  as  they  Came  to  the  field 
some  of  the  Company  was  Behind  and  they  Hollowed  to lone  another, 
and  after  the  second  Hollow  there  was  an  Indian  Hollowed  att  some 
Distance  Towards  the  Mountain  and  Enquired  for  the  Captain.  His 
Brother  answered  I  am  the  man,  then  He  s'  Come  you  to  us,  and 
accordingly  He  did ;  the  Indian  asked  Him  if  he  was  alone,  He  said 
yes,  But  made  a  sign  for  Sergeant  Cole  and  the  Company  To  Stay 
Ibaek.  Then  Johannls  Vanoetten  desired  the  Indian  to  Come  to 
Him,  But  the  Indian  answered  Him  and  said  Gome  you  more  up  the 
mountain,  and  He  did  and  they  met  and  Shook  Hands  Together, 
then  Yannetten  asked  Him  what  he  wanted,  He  s'*  to  Know  if  they 
were  Busy  to  work  in  their  Harvest  and  How  it  went  on,  then  Yan- 
netten asked  Him  to  go  down  with  him  to  the  House,  But  he  s'  No, 
for  the  Indians,  s'  he.  Have  done  so  much  mischief  Here  Last  Win- 
ter that  He  was  afraid  to  Come  down,  then  Yannetten  said  to  Him 
if  you  are  a  friend  you  Need  Not  Be  afraid,  for  you  shall  Not  Be 
Hurt,  But  He  answered  He  would  not  Come  In  But  would  Return 
that  Day  again  to  Wigwamonok,  then  Yannetten  asked  Him  if  He 
would  drink  a  Dram  with  Him,  and  He  s'  yes  and  the  s*  Yannetten 
sent  for  the  Bottel  and  drank  to  Him  and  asked  him  from  whence 
He  Came,  He  «*  from  Wywamonck,  Yannetten  told  Him  He  Lyed, 
then  He  Confessed  He  Came  from  Teogo,  then  Yannetten  asked 
Him  how  many  Prisoners  was  there.  He  s'  four  had  been  there,  But 
was  gone,  then  Yannetten  told  him  to  Call  the  other  two  Indians  to 
Come  to  Him  if  you  are  friends  and  you  shall  Not  Be  Hurt;   He 
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did  io,  Whereupon  the  young  Indian  Gftme,  Bui  the  oAer  wonid 
Mot^  then  Vannetten  talked  to  Him  about  the  four  thai  was  miurder* 
ed  the  week  before  on  Minisinks  Bead,  But  when  he  talked  to  him 
about  that  He  was  for  going  away  and  Kept  himself  well  guarded 
with  His  gun  While  He  was  surrounded,  then  they  agreed  that  Van- 
netten should  go  with  the  youug  Indian  and  Bring  in  the  other 
Indian,  and  as  they  was  gone  about  a  Hundred  ^crds  from  the 
Company  saith  Vannetten  Call  to  the  other  Indian,  He  s*  He  wonld 
and  Looked  Baek  and  Bun  of,  Whereupon  Vannetten  fired  upon 
Him,  But  His  gun  not  going  fur  of  thought  By  His  Cauling  That 
only  the  Swan  shot  Hit  Him,  the  other  hearing  the  gun  forst  him- 
self through  the  Company  and  Bun  of,  Whereupon  uiey  fired  Nine 
guns  upon  him  and  Ealled  Him  and  took  of  his  Soalp.  So  Having 
No  more  to  Write  to  your  Honour  I  Subscribe  my  Self  your 
obedient  Servant  To  Command| 

CAPT.  JOHN  VAN  ETTBN. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honourable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsilvania. 
With  Care  &  Speed. 
Mdor^d. 

[Letter  of  John  Van  Etten,  Captain  at  Hyndshaw's  Fort,  dated  24 
July,  1756,  Informing  of  the  Garrison's  killing  an  Indian  ye  22'. 
Bece'd  on  Thursday  morning  ye  29^  July.  Bead  in  Council  ye 
29'^  July.     • 

PmerU : 
The  Goveenor,  Mb.  Peters, 

Mb.  L6gaN|  %  Mb.  Mifflin, 

Mb.  Chew. 
P.  M.    This  affair  was  communicated  to  Teedyuscung  &  the 
Indians  after  dinner.    He  said  it  would  make  no  alteration  in  the 
publick  measures.     He  charged  ye  Indians  not  to  come  among  y« 
Inhabitants,  if  they  did  &  should  be  killed  they  would  disregard  it,  &e] 


Reply  of  Teedyuscung,  1756. 

Easton,  July  24, 1756,  A.  M. 
Present  Nicholas  Scull,  Esquire,  &  Cap^  Joseph  Insley : 

This  morning  I  delivered  the  Governor's  Message  of  the  22'^  to 
King  Teedyuscung,  Who  returned  the  following  answer : 

Brother,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  from  you.  At  the  Distance  of 
400  miles  from  hence  I  received  your  Invitation  to  come  and  make 
peace.  I  understood  that  you  had  laid  a  Junk  of  Fire  here  at 
Easton  that  I  might  come  and  smoke  my  Pipe  by  it.     Brother;  since 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VH.,  p.  212. 
Vo^.  II.— 31 
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jou  sent  that  Message  I  am  come  and  will  stay  hmw.  And  I  ean't 
midentaiid  what  you  mean  by  aending  me  about  from  place  to  pkoe 
likeaChUd.* 

Gaye  a  String  (rf  Wampum. 

Indaned. 

24  July,  1756.    Answer  of  Teedyuscung  to  Message  altering  the 
Place  of  Treaty,  24  July,  1756. 


Minutes  of  Indun  Cokvbbkncss  held  at  Easton,  in 
July,  1756.t 

At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  the  25*  Day  of  July,J  1756. 

FSESIMT. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieut.  Goyemor. 

William  Loqan,  Benjamin  Chew,     >  Esor's 

RiOHAKD  Peters,  John  Mifflin,         |    sq  s. 

On  the  Governor's  arriyal  yesterday,  the  Secretary  was  sent  to 
Teedyuscung,  with  his  Honour's  Compliments  to  enqfiire  after  his 
Health,  and  assure  him  of  his  Protection  and  good  Reception,  and 
this  morning  Teedyusoung  waited  on  the  Goyemor,  and  returned 
him  his  compliments. 

Mr.  Horsfield,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Northampton,  sent  the  Goyemor  the  following  Intelligence,  which 
was  given  him  by  Jo.  Peepy,  a  Jersey  Indian,  who  said  it  was  rela- 
ted to  him  by  Teedyuscung,  Tehisquahunk,  and  Betschihillewi,  at 
Bethlehem,  in  their  way  to  Easton.  ^'  That  they  had  been  three  or 
'<  four  weeks  ago  amongst  the  French  at  the  Fort  Niagara ;  where 
^'  the  French  made  exceeding  much  of  them,  and  were  very  open 
"and  free  with  them.    One  of  the  Chief  Officers  said,  striking  on 

*  There  is  no  notioe  of  this  Letter  on  the  proceedings  at  Easton  of  this 
date.     See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VIL,  p.  264. 

t  These  are  found  in  a  docament  of  81  pages,  (fastened  together)  partly  in 
a  fair  hand,  &  partly  rough  draught  of  miuutes,  as  aboye,  terminated  by  a  cer- 
tificate of  Conrad  Weiser,  that  he  has  **  carefully  perused  the  foregoing  Min- 
utes, &  do  find  them  to  give  a  true  necount  of  what  passed  between  the  Gov.  and 
the  Indiane  in  my  presence."  The  first  four  minutes  appear  to  be  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Council  alone,  but  are  not  printed  in  Colon.  Records,  whera 
irill  be  found  one  dated  24  July,  not  contained  in  this  document.  The  min- 
utes of  Council  of  29  &  80th  July,  are  now  printed  (it  is  belieTed)  for  the 
first  time. 

t  See  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  VII,  p.  204,  for  a  minute  dated  the  24  July» 
1766. 
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^hh  Breast,  I  am  &  Man :  look  at  me,  (stretching  out  bis  arm)  my 
<<  Arm  is  strong^  I  have  Thousands  more  like  me.  As  to  I^oyi- 
^'  sions,  the  French  had  Bread  in  tolerable  Plenty,  but  their  Meat 
^^  was  very  scaree,  and  what  little  they  had  was  qnite  spoiled.  They 
^^  told  them  they  expected  a  supply  of  Provisions  every  Day. 

^'  Teedyuscnng  and  Company,  requesting  some  Goods  &c.  of  them, 
'^  the  French  Officer  answered  that  he  would  willingly  help  them  to 
''  every  thing  they  wanted,  but  at  present,  Goods  were  scarce  with 
<<  them.  He  said  they  expected  Four  large  Ships  fronrthelr  Mother 
^'  Country,  and  if  they  would  come  again  in  two  months  Time,  they 
<'  should  have  every  thing  plenty,  even  as  much  as  their  Eyes  could 
''  see,  or  their  Hearts  desire.  The  French  Captain  said,  I  will  now 
^*  shew  you  what  Works  we  have  made  to  destroy  our  Enemies,  and 
**  then  took  them  into  a  Cellar,  and  From  thence  into  a  place  under 
"  Ground,  where  lay  many  Barrels  of  Gun  Powder.  The  Indians 
"  described  it  as  going  sometimeer  this  way,  then  again  another  way, 
'<  like  a  Worm  Fence,  and  as  far  as  they  could  learn,  the  mine  went 
''  at  least  half  a  Mile  from  the  Fort,  and  near  it  there  were  yet  more 
''  such  Places  under  Ground  filled  with  Barrels  of  Gunpowder ,  and 
^'  farther,  when  the  Indians  came  away,  they  talked  one  to  another, 
"  and  concluded  the  Mine  lead  the  way  which  the  English  would 
<<  come,  if  they  attacked  the  Fort.  All  round  it  for  the  Distance  of 
^^  near  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  the  Ground  was  quite  clean  and  free, 
'^  every  thing  beiug  cleared  out  of  .the  way ;  and  from  the  Fort  was 
'^  a  fine  Koad  leaoing  to  the  water  (I  suppose  the  Lake  Ontario) 
*^  made  exceeding*regular,  under  which  the  Indians  thought  the  Mine 
"  conducted* 

„  The  Fort  is  situate  in  a  Fork,  built  very  strong,  with  a  deep 
'^  Ditch  or  Moat  around  it.  The  Pallisades  are  of  large  Trees,  and 
^^  within  them  another  Bow  of  Pallisades,  and  then  the  Buildings. 
"When  Teedyuscung  and  Company  had  been  two  or  three  Da^s  at 
"  Fort  Niagara,  the  French  Captain  took  a  large  Letter  and  laid  it 
"  open  before  them,  desiring  their  attention,  and  saying  it  came  from 
"  the  King  of  England  to  the  French,  and  was  to  this  Efieet.  '  Let 
"  us  the  English,  and  you  the  French  consider  what  we  are  about." 
"  We,  the  English,  live  on  one  side,  and  you,  the  French,  live  on 
'^  the  other  Side,  and  we  have  all  the  Indians  in  the  midst  of  us ; 
"  let  us  join  together,  at  a  certain  Time,  and  squeeze  all  the  Indians 
"  to  Death  at  once,  and  then  we  will  divide  the  Country  betwixt  us." 
"  You  can  see  plainly  by  this,  continued  the  French  Captain,  what 
*^  People  the  English  are,  and  what  you  are  to  expect  from  their 
"Hands." 

As  near  as  I  could  learn,  said  Teedyuscung,  the  numher  of  Peo- 
ple at  Niagara,  was  three  Hundred  French,  and  two  Hundred 
English ;  one  Hundred  of  the  English  are  Prisoners,  kept  very  close, 
not  having  Liberty  to  speak  to  any  Indian,  the  other  Hundred  are 
Indian  Traders  who  used  to  frequent  Allegheny  or  Ohio,  have  now 
joined  the  French,  enjoy  their  full  Liberty,  and  walk  about  as  Gen- 
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demen.    When  tkew  InditBS  Mked  the  French  Captain  for  Powder 
and  Lead,  they  said  we  have  none  now  to  spare,  else  we  wonld  give 

{on.  The  Powder  yon  saw  nnder  Oronnd  we  oant  take ;  for  it  most 
e  kept  there  for  the  nse  we  have  told  yon  of.  They  gave  Teedyna- 
cnng  a  fine  dark  brown  Gloath  Goat  laced  with  Gold  whieh  he  now- 
wears. 

The  French  chiefly  depend  on  the  Help  of  the  Twightwees  & 
Tachqnas,  who  some  time  since  were  in  the  English  Interest,  hni 
afterwards  were  persnaded  to  leave  the  English  and  to  join  the 
French.  Bnt  when  Teedynscnng  was  at  Niagara,  there  came  an 
Indian  from  the  Six  Nations,  desiring  them  by  a  large  Belt,  not  to 
meddle  in  the  War,  neither  to  join  the  French  nor  the  English,  but 
if  they  oant  help  meddling,  to  wait  at  least  four  Months  before  they 
do  any  thing  to  assist  the  French.  The  Twightwees  accepted  this 
Belt,  and  sent  word  in  answer,  that  they  would  do  so,  signifying  that 
they  had  been  blind  this  Winter  past  and  this  last  8ummer  till  now, 
but  they  open  now  their  eyes,  and  will  follow  the  Direction  of  the 
Six  Nations  therein  as  children. 

These  Nations,  he  added,  live  near  Fort  Niagara;  the  Belt,  how- 
ever, was  not  delivered  them  at  Niagara,  but  in  a  pkee  some  Miles 
offf  the  French  knowing  nothing  of  it. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Monday,  the  Twenty-sixth  Day  of 
July,  1756. 

PRESENT. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor. 

William  Looan,  Benjamin  Chew,        1  „ 

BiOHARD  Petehs,  John  Mifflin,  )  iiisquires. 

Major  Parsons  delivered  to  the  Governor  his  Diary,  in  which  be 
had  kept  an  account  of  Teedyuscung's  Bebaviour  since  his  coming 
to  Easton,  with  what  passed  at  the  several  Conversations  between 
them,  and  being  read,  the  following  Account  was  extracted  from  it, 
via*. 

The  King  and  his  wild  Company  were  perpetually  drunk,  very 
much  on  the  Gascoon,  and  at  times  abusive  to  the  Inhabitants,  for 
they  all  spoke  English  more  or  less.  The  King  was  full  of  himself, 
saying  frequently,  that  which  Side  soever  he  took  must  stand,  and 
the  other  fall ;  repeating  it  with  Insolence,  that  he  came  from  the 
French,  who  had  pressed  him  much  to  join  them  against  the  English, 
that  now  he  was  in  the  Middle  between  the  French  and  Eoglishi 
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quite  disengaged  from  both  Sides,  and  whether  he  joined  with  the 
Engliah  or  French^  he  woald  publish  it  aloud  to  the  World,  that  all 
Nations  might  know  it ;  at  other  Times  he  declared  he  did  not  come 
to  the  Bnglish  for  the  sake  of  what  they  would  give  him,  but  to 
establish  an  everlasting  Peace  and  Friendship  with  them,  which;  if 
they  would  accept  of,  they  should  find  him  a  true  and  useful  Friend. 
That  he  was  bom  among  the  English  some  where  near  Trenton,  and 
is  near  Fifty  years  old.  He  is  a  lusty,  raw  bon'd  Man,  haughty, 
and  very  desireous  of  Respect  and  Command;  he  can  drink  tnree 
Quarts  or  a  Gallon  of  Rum  a  Day,  without  being  drunk ;  he  was  the 
Man  that  persuaded  the  Delawares  to  go  over  to  the  French,  and 
then  to  attack  our  Frontiers,  and  he,  and  these  with  him,  have  been 
concerned  in  the  mischief  done  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Northampton 
County.  Some  of  the  Indians  said,  that  between  Forty  and  Fifty 
of  their  People  came  to  Diahogo,  from  one  of  the  Lakes,  about  the 
time  they  set  out,  in  order  to  fall  ifpon  our  Inhabitants ;  and  ad- 
dressed Teedyuscung  to  head  them,  but  he  told  them  he  was  going 
to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  treat  with  him,  concerning  a 
Peace,  which  the  Mohocks  had  advised  him  to  do,  and  therefore  he 
ordered  them  to  sit  still  till  he  came  back  again  to  them.  The 
Towns  People  observed  that  the  Shirts  which  the  Indian  Women  had 
on  were  made  of  Dutch  Table  Cloaths,  which,  it  is  supposed  they 
took  from  the  People  they  murdered  on  our  Frontiers.  The  King, 
in  one  of  his  conversations,  said,  only  two  Hundred  French,  and 
about  Eightv  Indians  were  at  the  Lake,  where  most  of  the  English 
*^  are,  and  that  he  could  bring  most  or  all  of  them  off/'  The  Gov- 
ernor invited  Teedyuscung  and  the  Indians  to  dine  with  him,  but 
before  Dinner,  the  King  with  some  of  them  came  to  the  Governor, 
<.  and  made  the  Governor  four  Speeches,  giving  four  Strings  of  Wam- 
»  pum  after  the  Indian  manner ;  one  to  brush  Thorns  from  the  Gov- 
ernors Legs,  another  to  Rub  the  Dust  out  of  his  Eyes,  to  help  him 
to  see  clearly,  another  to  open  his  Ears,  to  enable  him  to  hear  them 
patiently,  and  the  Fourth  to  clear  his  Throat,  that  he  might  speak 
plainly.  Then  Teedyuscung  entered  upon  a  rambling  Conversation, 
saying,  that  he  was  made  I^ng  by  Ten  Nations.  Being  asked' what 
ten  Nations,  he  answered,  the  united  Six  nations;  Mohocks,  Onon- 
dagoes,  Oneidas,  Senecas,  Cyugas,  and  Tuscaroras,  and  Four  others, 
Delawares,  Shftwanees,  MohidiLons  and  Munsies,  who  would  all 
ratify  what  he  should  do ;  He  carried  the  Belt  of  Peace  with  him,  and 
whoever  would  might  take  hold  of  it.  But  as  to  them  that  refused, 
the  rest  would  all  join  together  and  fall  upon  them. 

All  the  Indians,  in  short,  would  do  as  he  would  have  them.  He 
was  glad  to  see  his  brother,  the  Governor*  behave  so  kindly.  He 
had  been  told  that  the  English  would  not  receive  the  Indians,  but  he 
now  saw  otherwise,  every  thing  was  right,  and  to  his  satisfaction ; 
and  then,  giving  another  string,  said,  he  was  a  great  Man,  and  it 
might  bo  depended  upon,  he  would  say  nothing  but  the  Truth,  de- 
siring, at  the  same  time,  that  the  Governor  might  conceal  nothing^ 
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but  declare  all,  good  and  bad,  Uio'  it  shonld  be  againat  them,  for  be 
came  on  purpose  to  hear  Words  oat  of  his  owd  Moath.  As  to  wbai 
waa  said  by  his  Messenger,  it  might  all  be  true/as  they  believed  him 
to  be  a  faithful  and  honest  Man,  but  that  would  not  satisfy  them, 
they  must  hear  the  Governor  himself.     Then  ho  gave  a  String. 

The  Governor  used  the  same  four  Cerimonies  to  Teedyuaoung,  ao- 
eompanied  with  four  Strings;  assuring bim  he  would  in  every  thing 
deal  sincerely,  plainly,  and  without  reserve. 

Teedyuscung  urged  the  Governor  to  begin  Business,  saying,  the 
Time  was  precious,  and  those  who  sent  him  would  be  uneasyi  «c* 
peoting  to  see  him  by  a  certain  Day,  whioh  was  not  fiur  off.  To  which 
the  Governor  declared  he  was  ready,  and  as  uneasy  to  begin  Busi- 
ness as  he,  but  he  waited  for  M'.  Weiser,  who  being  of  the  CSouncil 
of  the  Six  Nations  and  the  Provincial  Interpreter,  it  was  neoessaiy 
be  should  be  present;  at  which  the  King  ezpreesed  hb  Satisfaoli<m, 
said  the  Governor  was  in  the  right,  and  his  Uncles  would  be  better 
satisfied  to  have  M'.  Weiser  present 

The  Governor  and.  Indians  then  went  to  Dinner,  esccnrted  by  a 
Detachment  of  the  first  Battalion  of  the  Pennsilvania  Begimeai; 
after  Dinner,  the  King  expressed  great  satisfaction  with  the  Gov- 
emor's  Behaviour  to  him,  and  in  a  polite  manner  acknowledged  his 
mistaken  opinion  of  the  Designs  of  the  Government  which  some 
People  about  him  had  represented,  before  he  set  out,  to  be  nnfii- 
vourable  to  the  Delawares ;  but  he  found  it  the  reverse.  He  fre- 
quently said  he  would  open  all  his  soul  to  the  Governor,  and  to- 
morrow produce  his  Authorities,  by  which  it  would  appear,  be  did 
not  come  of  his  own  Head,  but  by  express  Direction  of  his  Uncles, 
the  Six  Nations;  he  did  not  indeed  come  to  treat,  but  to  look  about 
him,  and  try  what  Reception  he  should  meet  with,  and  what  would 
be  said  to  him  by  this  Government  of  whoee  sincerity  there  has  been. 
some  Doubts ;  after  which,  he  was  ordered  by  his  Uncles  to  report 
all  he  should  see  and  hear,  to  them.  And  as  by  the  Kindness  al- 
ready shewn  him,  his  Doubts  were  removed,  and  he  saw  clearly  the 
End  would  be  good,  his  Uncles  and  the  Delawares  would  come  to- 
gether and  conclude  a  firm  Treaty.* 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Tuesday,  the  Twenty-seventh  Day  of 
July,  1756. 

J^esent : 
The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieutenant* 
Governor, 
William  Logan,  Benjamin  Chew,  1  g^  . 

Richard  Peters,  John  Mifflin,      j  "^^"'^^ 

Mr.  Weiser  coming  to  Town,  the  Governor  proposed  to  open  the 
Confcrrences,  but  on  his  saying  he  was  a  Stranger  to  Teedyuscung 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VII.,  p.  205,  for  another  short  miniLte  of  thi« 
date. 
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and  it  would  take  up  some  time,  at  least  a  Day,  to  be  righdjinformr 
ed  of  his  Temper  and  Expectations,  it  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 
Gaptaio  Now  Castle  came  to  the  Oovernor,  much  in  Liquor,  tho' 
otherwise  a  very  sober  Man,  and  requested  a  Council  might  be  called, 
saying  he  had  something  of  a  particular  nature  to  communicate  * 
*  *  *  ,  ^ith  which  being  obliged  he  acquainted  the 
GoTemor  that  the  Delawares  had«bewitohed  him  and  he  should  dye 
soon ;  the  Governor  would  have  rallied  it  off  but  he  grew  more  seri- 
ous and  desired  this  Information  might  be  committed  to  writing  & 
incerted  in  the  Minutes  of  Council,  and  sent  to  the  Six  Nations,  that 
if  any  Harm  came  to  him,  they  might  know  to  whom  to  impute  it, 
&  not  charge  Others  with  it.  Teedyuscung,  he  declared,  had  warned 
him  in  a  friendly  manner,  that  he  would  not  live  long,  having  over- 
heard two  Delawares  say  they  would  put  an  End  to  his  Life  by 
Witchcraft.  And  whilst  he  was  speaking  Teedyuscung  .mistrusting 
what  New  Castle  was  upon,  bolted  into  the  Boom,  fell  into  a  violent 
Passion  with  New  Castle,  who  he  supposed  had  been  telling  the 
Governor  foolish  words,  and  desired  he  might  not  be  regarded  in 
any  thing  he  should  say  on  such  a  foolish  subject,  exclaiming,  He 
bewitched !  the  Governor  was  too  wise  to  hearken  to  such  silly 
Stories,  and  then  left  the  Room  in  as  abrupt  a  manner  as  he  had  en- 
tered it.  After  he  was  gone  the  Governor  endeavoured  to  shew 
New  Castle  that  he  was  in  no  danger,  but  he  made  no  Impression. 
New  Castle  still  urging  that  Information  might  be  taken  down 
.and  in  Case  of  his  Death  be  communicated  in  a  special  Message  to 
the  Six  Nations,  which  was  promised ;  and  he  then  withdrew^  to  ap- 
pearance; more  composed.* 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Wednesday^  the  Twenty-eighth  Day 
of  July,  1756. 

Present  : 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  MorriS;  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor. 
William  Logan,  Benjamin  Chew,  1  Eg^^j-ea 

RiCHABD  Peters,  John  Mifflin,     j    ^ 

Mr.  Weiaer  informed  the  Council  that  the  King  and  the  principle 
Indians  being  all  yesterday  under  the  Force  of  Liquor,  he  had  not 
been  favoured  with  so  good  an  opportunity  as  he  could  have  wished 
of  making  himself  acquainted  with  their  History,  but  in  the  ittiuny 
he  believed  Teedyuscung  was  well  inclined;  he  talked  in  high 
Terms  of  his  own  merit  3  but  expressed  himself  a  Friend  to  this 
Province.    He  had  yesterday  some,  tho'  but  a  little,  conversation 

*  This  Is  not  printed  in  Col.  Record?. 
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with  Captua  New  Castle  who  wis  of  Opinion  that  the  Ooveraar 
should  speak  fintj  only  giving  an  Account  of  the  Messages  sent  by 
him^  which  would  put  it  upon  Teedyuscung'  to  relate  how  he  came 
here,  and  by  what  authority.  Captain  New  Castle  supposed  as  the 
Indians  at  Diahogo  gave  no  answer  to  the  Giovemor's  last  Message 
they  had  sent  it  now  by  Teedynsonng,  and  if  they  had  and  he  should 
delirer  it,  the  Governor  would  thence  form  a  Judgment  of  their 
Temper  and  know  what  to  propose  to  them,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  Pumshire  sent  to  Teedyusoung  to  acquaint  him  with  it  and  pie- 
pare  him  to  speak-  agreeable  thereto.  Pumshire  returned  and  said 
the  King  was  pleased  with  what  the  Governor  proposed  and  would 
prepare  himself  to  raeak  accordingly.  The  Governor  appointed 
eleven  o'clock  for  the  Indians  to  meet  him  in  Council. 

To  the  Surprise  of  every  Body  Captain  New  Castle  was  seized  this 
morning  with  a  violent  Pleurisy  and  thought  to  be  in  great  danger, 
but  on  losing  some  Blood  and  taking  proper  Physick  the  violence  of 
the  Distemper  abated  and  he  recovered.* 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Thursday,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
July,  1756,  P.  M. 

Pkesent: 

The  Honourable,  the  Governor,  &  same  members  as  before. 

This  Evening  a  Deputation  from  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  Pe(^le  called  Quakers,  now  in  Town, 
waited  on  the  Governor  in  Council  &  acquainted  him,  That  as  the 
Governor  had  been  pleased  in  his  first  Message  by  Cap*  New  Castle  to 
make  a  kind  mention  of  them  to  the  Susquehannah  Indians  as  a 
peaceable  People,  desirous  of  becoming  Instruments  to  bring  about 
a  Peace  between  us  and  the  Indians,  and  they  were  informed  '^  that 
^'  this  was  kindly  taken  by  them,  and  that  the  Indians  had  express^ 
^'  themselves,  as  if  they  desired  to  see  some  of  the  Professors  of 
'*  those  peaceableprinciples  here  at  the  Treaty.''  They  had  there- 
fore come  and  prepared  a  Present,  and  desired  to  know  of  the  Got- 
ernor  in  what  manner  it  might  be  delivered.  They  would  be  well 
pleased  if  it  could  be  given  seperately  as  their  private  Present.  But 

*  NoTi.— On  page  206,  Vol.  VII.,  Col.  Kec.,  is  printed  a  short  minute  of 
tliis  date. 

Hero  the  regular  minntes  of  tde  Conference  with  the  Indians  appear  to 
I  egin  (ocoasionally  intermpted  with  minutes  of  bo'siness)  and  are  printed  in 
Co).  Beo.  Vol.,  VII.,  p.  207-214.  Then  follow  minutes  of  two  meetings  of 
business,  viz :  29th  and  80th  July,  which  are  not  printed  in  CoL  Bee. 
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tlis  they  would  submit  to  the  Governor,  having  no  Desire  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Government,  nor  to  set  up  a  distinct  Interest  from  it. 
In  answer  the  Governor  endeavoured  to  shew  the  ill  Consequences 
that  might  accrue  to  the  pubh'ck  as  well  as  themselves,  considered 
as  a  religious  Society,  by  leading  the  Indians  into  Notions;  That 
there  were  among  the  King's  Subjects  People  who  Embraced  Differ- 
ent sentiments,  either  about  Religion  or  Government,  and  that  no 
Body  of  Men  should  Endeavour  to  represent  themselves  to  the 
Indians,  so  as  to  be  Considered  in  any  other  Light  by  them,  than  the 
other  Inhabitants.  After  a  good  deal  of  mutual  Discourse,  it  was 
at  last  agreed  That  the  Present  of  the  Philadelphia  Friends  should 
be  added  to  the  pnblick  Present  &  delivered  to  the  Indians  by  the 
Governor,  who  told  them  the  Manner  in  which  he  proposed  to  mention 
it.  For  which  they  thanked  him  &  Expressed  themselves  to  be  ex- 
tremely pleased  with  the  kindness  showed  them  in  this  application. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Friday,  the  Thirtieth  Day  of  July, 
1756. 

Present  : 

The  Honourable,  the  Governor,  &  Same  Members  as  before^ 

The  Governor  received  by  Express  from  New  York  aPackett  from 
Lord  Hallifaz,  Lord  Louden,  and  one  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
EncloeiDg  his  Majesties  Declaration,  of  War,  which  was  immediately 
published  in  a  very  solemn  manner.  The  Council,  the  Officers  of 
the  Royal  American  Regiment,  The  Indians,  and  a  large  appear- 
ance of  the  Inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  &  this  County  attending  the 
Gt)vernor  to  the  place  of  publication.  The  First  Battalion  of  the 
Pennsilvania  Regiment  was  under  Arms,  and  at  the  Close  fired  three 
Vollies. 

[Here  Enter  the  Letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  dated  17*  May,  1766. 
Letter  from  Lord  Hallifax,  11**  May,  1756. 
Letter  from  Lord  Loudon,  28*  July,  1756.*] 
A  Letter  was  received  in  Council  from  Mr.  Spangenberg,  Enclosing 
a  Conversation  with  a  Delaware  Indian,  Called  Augustus,  One  of  the 
Indians  who  attended  Cap*  New  Castle  to  Diahogo,  and  as  it  Con- 
tains Intelligence  of  Consequence,  it  was  ordered  to  be  Entered,  as 
follows : 

1»*.  Augustus  said,  "I  have  spoke  with  my  Brother  Samuel  & 
''  Jo.  Pecpy,  both  in  Diahogo  &  Bethlehem,  and  they  in  confidence 
^'  to  me,  told  me  how  the  late  War  hung  together,  and  in  what  man- 
"  ner  a  Peace  may  efiectually  be  brought  about. 

2'.  ^<  Teedyuscung  is  the  man  That  has  occasioned  the  late  War, 
''He  made  an  Exceeding  large  Belt  of  Wampum  and  sent  it  to  all 

*  These  three  letters  will  be  found  on  pages  657,  659,  718. 
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"  the  Indians  living  on  the  West  Branoh  of  Susquehannafa,  Even  to 
<<  the  Cherokee  Nation,  with  the  following  Words :  I  am  in  Exeeed- 
*'  ing  great  Danger  The  English  will  kill  me;  Come  and  help  me,  &o. 
''Upon  that  those  Indians  that  were  in  Covenant  together  fell 
<'  npon  the  English  and  Committed  the  late  mnrders,  £0.  When 
<<  thej  heard  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  had  deolared  War 
''against  Uiem,  Then  the  Words  that  Teedjnscnng  had  sent  with  the 
"Belt  were  more  &  more  confirmed  to  ikem,  which  made  them 
"  worse  and  worse.  Now  Angnstos  thinks  That  Teedjnscnng  is  the 
<'  only  man  tiiat  can  make  all  these  Things  good  a^n,  for  it  is  the 
''  Costom  among  the  Indians  That  they  don't  give  Heed  to  any 
"  other  person  than  he  that  begnn  the  Affair."  He,  Angnstos,  says 
farther,  ''  That  Teedynscung  is  not  able  to  make  things  good  unless 
he  be  helped ;  for  he  is  poor,  and  has  no  more  Wampum  to  send 
word  to  tbef  Indians,  (Which  he  has  brought  into  such  a  Spirit  of 
War)  and  to  say  to  them,  be  you  good,  for  the  English  are  good. 

Augustus  says  farther  :  Teedyuscung  must  have  a  Belt  of 
Wampam  at  least  five  or  six  feet  long  and  twelve  Rows  broad,  and 
besides  the  Belt  he  must  have  twelve  Strings  to  send  to  the  several 
Chiefs  to  confirm  the  Words  that  he  sen£.  Farther,  When  the 
Governor's  Message^came  to  Diahogo,  Teedyuscung,  It  may  be,  might 
have  acted  in  favour  of  the  English,  But  he  was  so  poor  That  he 
could  not  make  such  a  Belt  and  Strings  of  Wampum,  and  without 
Wampam  nothing  is  to  be  done  amongst  the  Indians.  Therefore 
Augustus  says,  If  the  Governor  will  do  anything  effeotoally.  He 
must  help  Teedyuscung  with  Wampum  Enough,  That  he  may  send 
to  all  the  Indians,  that  are  in  Covenant  toge^er,  and  He  thinks  the 
best  way  would  be  for  the  Governor  to  make  the  Belt,  and  as  many 
Strings  as  are  needfull  for  Teedyuscung  to  make  use  of,  to  obtain 
Peace.  He  thinks  further  That  if  the  Governor  should  make  them 
a  generous  Present  It  would  have  a  very  good  Effect,  and  Convince 
them  they  are  in  Earnest  to  make  Peace,  and  if  a  solemn  Treaty 
should  be  held  with  a  great  Body  of  Indians,  The  Chiefs  of  many 
Nations  would  come  and  renew  their  Peace  and  Friendship  with  the 
English.  After  the  Pablication  of  the  War,  the  Governor  and 
luiOans  went  into  the  Council.f 

Indorsed. 
Minutes  of  Indian  Conferences  held  at  Easton,  in  July,  1756. 

t  See  CoL  Jlee.  Vol.  VIL,  p.  214-220. 
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James  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

PhUadelphia,  July,  25*>»  1756 
Sir: 

M**.  Turner  just  now  sent  me  the  inclosed  letters  from  Cap^  Young, 
which,  as  a  member  of  Council,  and  supposing  they  might  contain 
something  necessary  to  be  immediately  done  here,  He  had  in  your 
absence  opened.  And  desired  me  to  forward  them  to  You  by  the 
express  that  brought  them,  which  I  accordingly  now  do. 

On  perusing  them  You  will  see  that  Matters  are  like  to  run  into 
great  confusion  at  Shamokin,  unless  You  &  the  Comissioners  with 
You  can  Ml  upon  Measures  to  prevent  it,  which  I  heartily  wish  You 
may  be  able  to  do.  For  my  own  part  I  shall  readily  consent  to  any 
thing  You  &  they  may  agree  upon ;  tho'  I  confess  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  what  can  be  done  without  the  Aid  of  Money,  of  which  we 
have  drained  the  Treasury  to  the  last  farthing,  of  what  was  imme- 
diately in  our  power.  It  is  true  there  is  near  four  thousand  pounds 
of  the  Money  given  by  the  proprietor  yet  to  be  paid  in.  And  altho* 
the  whole  of  that,  is,  I  believe  owing  for  othdr  Services,  and  we  are 
daily  called. upon  for  it  before  it  is  come  to  our  Hands.  Yet  if  this 
Service  is  thought  more  immediately  urgent,  and  that  the  others 
may  with  less  disadvantage  be  postponed  for  some  time.  I  shall 
readily  use  my  endeavours  to  get^a  considerable  part  of  it  advanced 
for  the  proprietors,  &  shall  apply  it  to  any  uses  You  &  the  Gomiss" 
shall  signify  to  have  been  agreed  upon  by  Tou;  It  will  be  a  mise- 
rable thing,  if,  after  all  the  Trouble  &  Expense  the  Province  has 
been  at,  We  should  be  disappointed  of  having  a  Fort  at  Bhamokin, 
and  I  fear  would  have  a  very  ill  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians, 
by  discovering  to  them  that  We  are  a  people  on  whose  vigour  or  firm- 
ness they^an  have  no  reliance.  Coll.  Clapham's  Conduct  appears  by 
those  letters  to  be  very  extraordinary,  in  many  respects.  But  if  be  is 
capable  of  sayins  that  He  will  join  the  Six  Nations,  whether  they  side 
with  the  English  or  the  French,  it  certainly  deserves  your  )9articular 
Consideration.  I  am  told  Captain  Lloyd  is  just  set  off  for  Easton  to 
lay  the  state  of  the  Expedition  before  You.  I  should  have  been  glad 
to  have  seen  him  before  he  went,  to  have  known  whether  there  was 
any  thing  in  our  power  to  have  done  for  him,  that  was  really  neces- 
sary to  forward  the  E^^edition,  and  if  there  had,  He  might  certainly 
have  depended  on  its  being  comply'd  with,  if  not  very  unreasonable, 
But,  altho'  he  was  desired  to  come  &  see  me  before  he  left  the  Town, 
Yet  He  it  seems  declined  it.  I  beg  you  will  please  to  communicate 
this  letter  to  the  Commiss"  with  you  by  which  they  will  be  fully 
informed  of  my  Sentiments  &  be  assured  I  am  with  much  respect, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble 

Servant, 
JAMES  HAMILTON. 

HonbV  Governor  Morris, 
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Directed. 

For  The  Hon'ble  Kobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'  (Jovemor  of  Pcnn- 
sjlvania,  &0; 

Indoned. 
Go?'-  Hamilton.    July,  26**  1756. 


Gov.  Pnips  TO  Gov.  Morkis,  1766. 

Boston,  July,  26, 1756. 
Sir, 

The  sotrcitj  of  Provisions  within  this  Province  occasioned  by  the 
Embargo  in  the  Southern  Colonies  obliges  me  to  give  you  tbb 
Trouble,  to  request  that  your  Honour  would  grant  Liberty  for  the 
Shipp'ng  of  Five  hundred  and  fifty  barrelb  of  Flour  for  this  place  the 
supplies  already  arrived  here  being  &r  insufficient  for  the  Consump- 
tion of  thb  Government  and  the  Garrison  belonging  to  it.  I  must 
press  this  affair,  the  more  as  a  war  is  now  declared  with  France,  and 
we  may  very  soon  expect  the  Enemies  Privatoers  on  this  coast  I 
am  with  great  respect, 
S" 

Your  Honour's  most  Ob*  humble 

Servant. 

S.  PHIPS. 
Hon**'  Ilobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 
Governor  Phipps.  July  26, 1756.  * 

[Read  in  Council  the  11**  of  August,  *  650  Bis.  granted  Joseph 

Saunders,  Samuel  Smith  &  Son,  Joshua  Howell.    Permit  dated  12** 

August  1756.] 


Gov.  Pnips  TO  Gov.  Morkis,  1756- 

Boston)  July  28th,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  did  myself  yo  Honour  to  write  you  sometime  ago  concerning  a 
Schooner  belongiog  to  Marblehead,  Kichard  Stacey,  Mas^  Repre« 
senting  the  Necessity  that  je  people  of  that  place  are  under  for 
flower,  without  which  they  cannot  carry  on  their  fishery,  being  long 
Accustomed  to  that  kind  of  bread,  &  no  other ;  the  ordinary  con- 
sumption of  w^*  amongst  ye  People  employed  therein,  on  ye  Banks, 
(if  I  am  lightly  informed,;  may  be  fifteen  Quintalls  p'  Diem,  besides 

*  No  nuDoie  of  11th  4°giist  printed. 
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ye  CoQsamptioii  of  je  Infaabitants,  n?*^  are  very  Nnmerons.  I  Re- 
moDstraied  also  to  you  ye  importance  of  that  Branch  of  oar  Gom- 
meroe  to  ye  Welfare  of  this  Province;  &  I  might  have  added  also  to 
ye  Oenerall  Utility  of«ye  British  Nation. 

I  was  not  indeed  so  particular  in  ye  Quantity ;  being  made  send- 
ble  that  a  Vessel  of  that  Burthen  could  not  carry  more  than  six 
hundred  and  fifty  Barrells  w*^  was  not  sufficient  for  ye  supply  of  their 
present  Necessities,  and  as  I  would  by  no  Means  countenance  any 
Trade  that  might  have  a  Tendency  to  strengthen  ye  Enemies  of  ye 
King,  my  Master;  so  would  I  do  every  thing  consistent  w*^  my  Duty 
that  his  subjects  may  not  suffer  in  their  Trade  &  Business. 

The  Factors  who  shipM  this  Flower  will  no  doubt  let  you  know 
who  the  Proprietors  are,  it  being  chiefly  on  Freight  &  give  you  all  ye 
satisfaction  that  such  a  case  may  require. 

As  there  is  now  a  War,  the  Risque  will  be  increasing,  therefore 
on  a  Consideration  of  all  these  Circumstances,  I  hope  your  Honour 
will  permit  said  Vessel  w'^  the  Quantity  of  six  Hundred  &  fifty  Bar- 
rells, for  the  Use  of  ye  fishery  to  depart  for  ye  Port  of  Marblehead, 
w*^  will  be  a  great  Relief  to  them. 
I  am  Sir; 

Y'  Most  obed*  Serv*, 

S.  PHIPS. 

Gov  Morris. 

Indorsed, 

Governor  Phipps,  28th  July,  1756. 

[650  Blls.  of  Flower  to  Marblehead,  by  Sam.  Smith  &  Son,  Jos. 
Saunders,  &  Joshua  Howell.    Permit  dated,  12  August  1756.] 


Gov.  Morris  to  Mr,  Kennedy,  1756. 

Philad*,  July  29, 1756.  . 
Sir: 

I  am  favourd  with  yours  of  y  15  Instant,*  and  one  before  with 
Sir  Charles'  Orders  in  Council,  for  continuing  the  Embargo.  I  think 
these  bread  Colonies  should  always  open  and  shut  their  ports  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  ends  of  an  Embargo  may  be  the  better  answer- 
ed, and  the  disadvantage  falls  equally  upon  them  all. 

The  merchants  here  loaded  about  twenty  vessells  upon  the  Expec- 
tations given  them  by  the  Assembly,  that  the  Embargo  would  ex- 
pire on  y  7^  Instant,  regardless  of  any  thing  I  could  say,  and 
their  cargoes  are  since  EiUier  relanded  or  are  perishing  in  their 
vessells. 

I  shall,  you  may  be  assured,  consult  with  S'  Charles  Hardy  or 
yourself  about  taking  off  the  Embargo  here,  &  hope  to  be  informed 

*  Seepages  C95,  702. 
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when  that  meamire  is  so  taken  with  joa,  aa  in  my  opinion  it  should 
be  done  on  the  same  day,  both  here  and  at  New  York. 

I  am  eorry  for  the  death  of  Cap^  Bradstreet,  who  by  all  aooonnts 
was  an  active  man^  and  in  condncting  the  Battoes  to  Oswego  be- 
haved with  nncommon  diliigence.  I  fear  the  Frendi  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  difficulties  attending  the  passage  to  Oswego,  to  cot 
off  onr  Oommnnioation  with  that  plaoe,  which,  if  the  Six  Nations 
continue  to  act  upon  the  same  neutral  plan  they  had  hitherto  in 
general  pursued,  will  be  very  much  in  their  power. 

M'.  Kennedy. 
Indonedf 

Dft  to  M^  Kennedy—- That  the  Embargos  ought  to  cease  in  both 
places  at  y*  same  time. 

July  18, 1756. 


Letters  from  J.  Kidout,  1756. 

Copy  of  the  Qovemdr's  Letter  to  Lieutenant  Sterling — 

Annapolis,  July  29**,  1756. 
Sir: 

t;^  By  M'.  West  I  have  received  your  Letter,  advising  me  of  the 
magistrates  having  opposed  you  in  the  Execution  of  the  Orders  that 
have  been  sent  you  by  your  Superior  Officers,  to  enlist  Servants  & 
Apprentices  in  the  Province  for  the  Regiment  to  which  you  belong. 
I  hope  you  have  never  found  any  of  the  magistrates  backward  to 
assist  you  as  far  as  the  Law  will  permit  them,  or  as  in  their  Power ; 
&  I  ^should  be  sorry  the  Orders  of  your  Commanding  Officer  should 
oblige  you  to  ask  of  them  more  than  Duty  will  permit  them  to  per- 
form. You  must  know  that  most  of  the  Servants  in  this  Country 
are  more  particularly  their  masters  Property,  than  they  a^  in  any 
other  Parts  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  &  that  masters  of  such  Ser- 
vants will  easily  resign  their  interest  in  them,  cannot,  I  think,  be 
expected.  I  am  tola  that  the  Gentlemen  of  that  neighbourhood 
whence  you  date  your  Letter,  have  distinguished  themselves  by  pro- 
moting the  service  on  which  you  are  employed,  &  that  above  150 
Freemen  have,  by  their  means,  been  persuaded  to  enlist  themselves 
as  Soldiers  within  these  twelve  months.  Such  Behaviour,  I  think, 
did  nothing  else,  would  entitle  them  to  expect  their  Servants  would 
not  be  taken  away,  &  I  am  persuaded  that  if  you  refused  to  accept 
any  Recruits  but  Freemen,  you  will  meet  with  the  greatest  Encour- 
agement from  all  the  Gentlemen  of  this  Province,  &  carry  to  your 
regiment  more  recruits  than  you  would  doj  was  you  to  accept  &  en- 
list every  Person  that  should  offer  himself;  to  serve  his  Majesty 
without  Distinction. 

I  am^  Sir,  &c. 
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Annapolisy  January  the  29%  1756. 

Sir: 

Your  Letter  of  the  26%  to  his  Ezcellency,  I  presented  togeti^er 
with  one  from  M'.  Sterling,  whose  oondact  I  find  has  given  much 
umbrage  in  yonr  Ooanty ;  the  Goyemor  bids  me  Inclose  you  his 
answer  to  M'.  Sterling,  which  he  hopes  will  prevent  any  Disturb- 
ances, that  his  obedience  to  his  Superior  Officers  instructions  might 
have  occasioned.  You  know,  Sir,  the  Governor  cannot  appoint  the 
recruiting  parties  their  places  of  Eendevouz,  &  heartily  wishes  the 
Assembly  had  taken  proper  measures  to  prevent  sach  complaints,  as 
the  Ordinary  keepers  of  your  Town  and  other  places  make,  he  will 
recommend  it  to  the  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting,  in  the  mean 
time  he  hopes  the  Publicans  will  be  satisfied  with  what  the  Soldiers 
are  enabled  or  ordered  to  pay  for  their  Board.  The  Price  in  Eng- 
land, as  you  see  in  the  marking  bill,  is  4^  Sterling  ^  day,  bat  it 
having  been  represented  home  last  Summer,  that  Soldiers  could  not 
be  entertained  in  this  Country  for  so  small  a  sum.  Orders  were 
sent  hither  by  the  Ministry,  that  all  officers  of  recruiting  parties,  &c., 
should  pay  Ordinary  keepers,  or  on  whom  private  Soldiers  might  be 
billeted,  on  this  Continent  8'  Sterling  ^  Day  for  each  private  Soldier 
so  quartered.  It  is,  I  think,  more  than  probable  this  his  Majesty's 
orders  will  be  made  part  of  the  next  mutiny  bill,  which  will  remove 
all  ocasion  of  Complaint  hereafter  on  that  subject.  His  Excellency 
thanks  you  for  the  part  you  have  acted,  &  will  be  glad  to  receive 
any  Propositions  you  have  to  oQerr  with  respect  to  the  State  of 
your  County,  or  any  other  affiiirs. 
I  am.  Sir, 

y  most  humble  & 

obed'  Servant, 

J.  RIDOUT. 
To  Bedingfreed  Hand,  Esq'., 

Chief  Justice  of  Kent  County. 
Indoned, 

Annapolis---The  Gov'  Letter  to  Lieu^  Sterling,  29  July,  1756. 


His  Majesty's  Declabation  of  War  against  the  French 
King,  1766. 

George  B. 

The  unwarrantable  Proceedings  of  the  French  in  the  West  Indiei 
and  Ik^orth  Ameinca,  since  the  Conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la 
ChapeUej  and  the  Usurpations  and  Encroachments  made  by  them 
upon  our  Territories,  and  the  Settlements  of  Oar  Subjects  in  those 
Parts,  particularly  in  our  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  have  been  so 
notorious  and  so'urequent,  that  Uiey  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  as  a 
sufficient  Evidence  of  a  formed  Design  and  Besolution  in  that  Court 
to  pursue  invariably  such  Measures  as  should  most  effectually  pro 
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mote  their  Mobitioat  View0|  willioat  anj  Regard  to  the  most  sol- 
emn Treaties  and  Engagements.  We  have  not  been  wanting  on  Onr 
Part  to  make,  from  time  to  time,  the  most  serious  Representations 
to  the  French  King  upon  these  repeated  Aets  of  Violenoei  and  to 
endeavour  to  maintain  Redress  and  Satisfaotion  for  the  Injuries  done 
to  Our  Subjeets,  and  to  prevent  the  like  Causes  of  Complaint  for 
the  future :  But  though  frequent  Assuranees  have  been  given  that 
every  thing  should  be  settled  agreeable  to  the  Treaties  subsisting 
between  the  Two  Crowns^  and  particularlv,  that  the  Evacuation  of 
the  Four  Neutral  Islands  in  the  West  Indteg,  should  be  eficeted, 
(which  was  expressly  promised  to  Our  Ambassador  in  France)  the 
Ezeeution  of  these  Assurances,  and  of  the  Treaties  on  which  they 
were  founded,  has  been  evaded  under  the  most  frivolous  Pretences  ; 
and  the  unjustifiable  Practices  of  the  French  Governors,  and  of  the 
Officers  acting  under  their  Authority,  were  still  carried  on,  till^  at 
length,  in  the  month  of  AprUy  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,  thoy  broke  out  in  open  Acts  of  Hostility,  when,  in  Time  of 
profound  Peace,  without  any  Declaration  of  War,  and  without  any 
previous  Notice  given  or  Application  made,  a  Body  of  FrenA 
Troops,  under  the  Command  of  an  Officer  bearing  the  French  King's 
Commission,  attacked  in  a  hostile  Manner,  and  possessed  themselves 
of  the  English  Fort  on  the  Ohio,  in  North  America. 

But  notwithstanding  this  Act  of  Hostility,  which  could  not  but  be 
looked  upon  as  a  Commencement  of  War,  yet,  from  our  earnest  De- 
sire of  Peace,  and  in  Hopes  the  Court  of  FVance  would  disavow 
this  Violence  and  Injustice,  We  contented  Ourselves  with  sending 
such  a  Force  to  America,  as  was  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
immediate  Defence  and  Protection  of  Our  Subjects  against  fircsh 
Attacks  and  Insults.  •  « 

In  the  mean  Time  great  Naval  Armaments  were  preparing  in  the 
Ports  of  France,  and  a  considerable  body  of  French  Troops  em- 
barked for  North  America;  and  though  the  French  Ambassador  was 
sent  back  to  England  with  specious  Professions  of  a  Deare  to  ac- 
commodate these  Differences,  yet  it  appeared  that  their  real  Design 
was  only  to  gain  Time  for  the  Passage  of  those  Troops  to  America, 
which  they  hoped  would  secure  the  Superiority  of  the  French  Forces 
in  those  Partr,  and  enable  them'  to  carry  their  ambitious  and  oppres- 
sive Projects  into  Execution. 

In  these  Circumstances  We  could  not  but  think  it  incumbent  upon 
Us,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  Success  of  so  dangerous  a  Design, 
and  to  oppose  the  Landing  of  the  French  Troops  in  America  ;  and,  i 
in  Conseqaence  of  the  just  and  necessary  Measures  we  had  taken  for 
that  Purpose,  the  Irench  Ambassador  was  immediately  recalled  from 
Our  Court ;  the  Fortifications  at  Dunkirk,  which  had  been  repairing 
for  some  Time,  were  enlarged ;  great  Bodies  of  Troops  marched  down 
to  the  Coast,  and  Our  Kingdoms  were  threatened  with  an  Invasion. 

In  ord^r  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  these  Designs,  and  to  provide 
for  the  Security  of  Our  Kingdoms  which  were  thus  threatened,  We 
could  no  longer  forbear  giving  Orders  for  the  seizing  at  Sea  the 
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Sbipfl  of  the  French  E[ing«  and  hk  Sabjeots.  Notwithstanding 
which,  as  We  were  still  unwilling  to  give  up  all  Hopes  that  an  Ac- 
commodation might  be  effected,  We  have  contented  Onrselves  hith- 
erto with  detaining  the  said  Ships,  and  preserving  them,  and  (as  far 
as  was  possible)  their  Cargoes  intire,  without  proceeding  to  the  Con- 
fiscation of  them ;  but  it  being  now  evident,  bj  the  hostile  invasion  ao- 
tually  made  by  the  French  King  of  Our  Island  of  Minorca^  that  it  is 
the  determined  Resolution  of  that  Court  to  hearken  to.  no  Terms 
of  Peace,  but  to  carry  on  the  War,  which  has  been  long  began  on 
their  Part  with  the  utmost  Violence,  We  can  no  longer  remain,  con- 
sistently with  what  We  owe  to  Our  own  Honour,  and  to  the  Welfare 
of  Our  Subjects  within  those  Bounds,  which;  from  a  Desire  of  Peaosi 
We  had  hitherto  observed. 

We  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  declare  War,  and  We  do 
hereby  Declare  War  against  the  French  King,  who  hath  so  unjustly 
begun  it,  relying  on  the  Help  of  Almighty  God,  in  Our  just  under* 
taking,  and  being  assured  of  the  hearty  Concurrence  and  Assistance 
of  Our  Subjects,  in  support  of  so  good  a  Cause,  hereby  willing  and 
requiring  Our  Captain  General  of  Our  Forces,  Our  Commissioners 
for  executing  the  Office  of  Our  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain^ 
Our  Lieutenants  of  Our  several  Counties,  Governors  of  our  Forts 
and  Garrisons,  and  all  other  Officers  and  ^Idiers  under  them,  by 
Sea  and  Land,  to  do  and  execute  all  Acts  of  Hostility,  in  the  Pro- 
secution of  this  War  against  the  French  Bang,  his  Vassals  and  8ub« 
jects,  and  to  oppose  their  Attempts,  Willing  and  requiring  all  Our 
Subjects  to  take  Notice  of  the  same,  whom  We  hencefordi  strictly 
forbid  to  hold  any  Correspondence  or  Communication  with^thesaid 
French  King,  or  his  Subjects.  And  We  do  hereby  command  Our 
own  Subjects,  and  advertise  all  other  Persons,  of  what  Nation  so- 
ever, not  to  transport  or  carry  any  Soldiers,  Arms,  Powder,  Ammu- 
nition, or  other  Contraband  Goods,  to  any  of  the  Territories,  Lands, 
Plantations,  or  Countries  of  the  said  French  King ;  Declaring,  That 
whatsoever  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  be  met  withal,  transporting  or  car- 
rying any  Soldiers,  Arms,  Powder,  Ammunition,  or  any  other  Con- 
traband Goods,  to  any  of  the  Territories,  Lands,  Plantation  or  Coun- 
tries of  the  saidj  FrencA  King,  the  same  being  taken,  shall  be  con- 
demned as  good  and  lawful  Prize. 

And  whereas  there  are  remaining  in  Our  Kingdom  divers  of  the 
Subjects  of  the  French  King,  We  do  hereby  declare  Our  Boyal  In- 
tention to  be,  That  all  the  French  Subjects  who  shall  demean  them- 
selves dutifully  towards  Us,  shall  be  safe  in  their  Persons  and 
Effects. 

Given  at  Our  Court  at  Kensingtony  the  Seventeeth  Day  of  Ma^f^ 
1755,  in  the  Twenty  ninth  Year  of  our  Beign. 

God  save  t1ie  King* 

*  Pablished  at  Easton,  on  Friday,  the  80th  July,  1766,  by  the  Governor,  in 
presence  of  the  Coanoil,  and  several  gentlemen  and  others.  The  First  Bat- 
talion of  the  Pennsylvania  Regiment  drawn  up  in  three  divisions. 

Pablished  in  Philadelphia,  Augt.  1766. 
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Adam  Reed  to  Edward  Shippen,  1756. 

Sir: 

Testerday  Jacob  Elles  a  Solder  of  Gapt*  Smith's  at  Brown's  fortli, 
a  Lirer  before,  2  J  Milles  over  ye  first  Mountan  just  within  the  gape 
at  8*  forth,  having  some  wheat  growing  at  his  place  prevel*  with  his 
officer  for  some  of  ye  men  to  help  him  to  cat  a  Litle  of  ye  same, 
accordingly  10  of  them  went,  set  guards  Round  &  fell  to  work,  about 
10  of  ye  Clock,  they  had  Reap**  doun  &  went  to  ye  head  to  Begin 
again,  and  before  they  had  all  well  Begon,  3  Indians  Crep*  to  ye 
fence  just  at  their  Back,  &  all  3  at  one  penal  of  the  fence  fired  upon 
them,  Killed  their  Corprall  dead  and  another  that  was  standing  with 
his  gun  in  one  hand  &  a  Botle  in  ye  other,  was  wounded,  his  left  arm 
is  Brock  in  2  places  so  that  his  gun  fell,  he  Bein^  a  litle  more 
down  the  feild,  the  foild  Being  about  15  or  16  poll  in  lenth,  them 
that  Reap^  had  their  arms  about  half  way  down  at  a  larg  tree  as  soon 
as  ye  Indians  found  they  did  not  load  their  guns  but  leap'  over  ye 
fence  into  the  middle  of  them  &  one  of  them  left;  his  gun  Behind 
him  without  ye  fence,  they  all  run  thorow  one  another  &  therow  one 
another,  ye  Indians  making  a  tarable  Hole,  and  looked  liker  ye 
devel  than  an  Indian,  the  Soulders  fled  to  their  Arms  &  as  3  of 
them  stood  Behind  ye  4ree  with  their  Arms  ye  Indian  that  came  in 
wanting  his  gun,  came  within  a  few  yards  of  them  &  took  up  the 
wounded  Solder's  gun  &  would  ahave  Kille'  another  had  not  one  that 
perseved  him  fired  at  him,  so  that  he  dropp*  ye  gun  the  Indians  fled, 
and  in  going  off,  2  Soldiars  stood  about  a  Rod  apart,  a  Indian  Run 
thorow  Betwixt  them,  they  both  fired  at  him,  yet  he  went  off  cleer, 
when  they  were  over  ve  fence  a  Soldier  fired  at  one  of  them  upon 
which  he  stooped  a  litle  and  so  went  all  8  off,  a  litle  after  they  left 
ye  feild  they  fired  one  gun  and  give  a  hollo,  the  Solder  hid  the 
one  that  was  Killed,  went  home  to  the  forth  foui^d  James  Brown 
that  lives  in  ye  forth  one  of  their  Solders  a  Missing,  the  Lieutinant 
went  out  with  more  men  and  Brought  in  the  dead  man  but  still 
Brown  was  missing  I  herd  shooting  {hat  night,  I  went  up  next 
morning  with  some  hands.  Captain  Smith  had  sent  up  more  men 
from  the  other  fort,  went  out  next  morning  &  against  I  got 
there  word  had  come  in  from  them  they  had  found  James  Brown 
killed  and  scalped,  I  went  over  with  them  to  bring  him  home,  he  was 
Killed  with  the  last  shot  about  20  poll  from  the  feild  of  Battle,  his 
gun,  his  showes,  &  jacket  carried  off,  the  soulders  that  found  him  told 
me  that  they  track"^  the  3  Indians  to  the  second  Mountati  &  they 
found  one  of  the  Indians  guns  a  little  from  Browns  Corps  Brock  to 
in  pieces  as  she  had  Been  good  for  little,  they  showed  me  where  ye 
Indians  fired  thorow  ye  fence  &  it  was  full  Eleven  yards  to  where 
the  man  lay  dead  ye  Rising  ground  above  ye  feild  was  clear  of  stand- 
ing timber  &  t  le  grubes  low,  so  that  they  had  kept  a  Bad  look  out. 
The  above  aco^  you  may  depend  upon^  we  have  almost  lost  all  Hopes 
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of  any  thing  but  to  move  off  and  loose  our  cropes  we  have  Reap' 
with  80  much  defickulty. 

S'  lam 

Yours  to  serve, 

ADAM  SEED. 
Hanover,  Angut  ye  7, 1756. 

Directed, 
To  M'-  Edward  Shippen  JEsq'- 

Indorsed. 
Adam  Reed,  7th  Aug*,  1756, 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

New  York  4  Aug*,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  have  yours  by  Cap.  Lloyd,*  which  I  received  at  Eliz'towti,  and  by 
him  send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Commissioners  to  whom  I  have  wrote  to 
send  you  some  money  for  contingent  services,  and  an  additional 
number  of  Horses. — I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  promised  the 
subaltern  officers  any  augmentation  of  pay  or  to  have  heard  the 
Commissioners  say  anything  of  such  augumentation.  I  have  vour 
map  of  the  forts  and  of  the  block  Houses  and  stucado,  yon  have 
Erected,  which  I  much  approve,  as  your  people  May  undor  that  cover 
work  in  safety. 

As  the  Province  has  already  been  at  a  very  considerable  expense 
to  gain  a  lodgment  at  Shamokin,  which  has  been  long  thought  a  place 
of  great  importance,  I  must  reccomend  it  to  you  and  the  officers 
under  you,  to  continue  upon  that  service  till  a  stucodo  fort  or  one 
like  Fort  Halifax  be  finished,  when  that  is  done  I  will  consider  of  the 
officers  Proposal,  but  till  then  I  cannot  think  it  consistent  with  my 
Duty  to  His  Majesty  or  the  safety  of  the  Inhabitants  to  give  the 
officers  leave  to  resign. 

Col.  Clapham. 

Indorsed, 
Bit  Gtor  Morth'  Letter  to  Col.  Clapham,  4  Aug*,  1756. 

*  See  page  705. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


740  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  175& 

James  Galbeeath  to  Edw.  Shippen,  1756 

Derry^  9  day  of  August,  1756. 
D'  Sir, 

-There  is  nothiog  but  Bade  nuse  Every  day  the  Last  week ;  tbera 
wase  two  Solders  kild  and  one  wounded  about  two  milk  from  Monady 
fort,  and  two  of  the  garde  that  Escorted  the  battoe  were  Kild,  and  we 
may  Ezpeok  nothing  but  such  daly,  if  there  is  not  a  stope  put  to 
these  savages ;  we  shall  be  all  broke  in  these  parts,  people  are  going 
off  daly  from  these  parts,  and  Leaving  almost  there  all  behind  them, 
and  as  for  my  part  I  think  alitill  tim  will  lay  the  Country  wast  by 
fright,  so  that  the  Enemy  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  tak  what  we 
have  worked  for. 

Sir, 

your  most  Humble  Serv*. 

JAS.  GALBREATH.  ^ 
[Bead  in  Council,  Aug.  21.] 

Directed^ 
To  Edward  Shippen,  Esq'.,  in  Lancaster. 

Indorsed, 
James  Galbreath,  9  Aug*,  1756. 


Jambs  Galbbeath  to  Jambs  Hamiltok,  1756. 

Derry,  the  10»*  Agust,  1756. 
Honovad  Sir, 

There  is  nothing  heare  allmost  Evry  day  but  murder  Commited 
by  the  Indians  in  som  part  or  oather,  about  five  mills  above  me,  at 
Monady  Gape ;  there  was  two  of  th  provance  solders  kild,  one 
wounded ;  there  wase  but  three  Indians,  and  they  cam  in  amongst 
ten  of  our  men  and  commited  the  murder,  and  went  off  safe  ;  the 
name  or  sight  of  an  Indian  maka  allmost  all  mankind  in  these  parts 
to  trimble,  there  Barbarity  is  so  Cruel  where  they  are  masters,  for 
by  all  apperanoe  the  Devall  Commitans,  God  permits,  and  the  French 
pays,  and  by  this  the  Back  parts,  by  all  apparance,  will  be  Laid 
west  by  flight,  with  what  is  gon  and  agoing,  more  Espesaly  Cumber- 
land County. 
Pardon  my  freedom  in  this  where  I  have  Don  amiss. 
Sir, 

your  most  Humb** 

Servant  to  Command, 

JAS.  GAIiBREATH. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1756.  741 

P.  S.    Sir;  am  in  wtint  of  Ae  pistels* 
Direction. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Hamilton^  ^'-y  ^^  A®  >^^  on  Bosh* 
hill; 
Indorsed, 

James  GalbreaUi.  10  AugS  1756  * 


Copy,  Wm.  Parsons  to  Capt.  Wjbttbrholi),  1756. 

Easton,  Aug*  12, 1756. 
Sir : 

I  received  your  Letter  of  the  6**  Instant,  relating  to  the  Mutiny 
at  Fort  Allen,  excited  by  Christian  Weyrick,  a  Corporal. 

I  therefore  desire  you  to  go  with  a  Detachment  of  your  own  men, 
and  take  the  said  Christian  Weyrick  and  bind  him  fast,  &  send  him 
to  ihe  County  Goal,  at  Easton,  for  exciting  a  Mutiny  on  the  5^^  Day 
of  August  Instant,  at  Fort  Allen,  be  sure  to  secure  him  very  well. 
•  Also,  I  desire  you  to  put  the  Lieut,  under  an  Arrest  for  not  en- 
deavouring to  Suppress  a  Mutiny,  excited  by  Christian  Weyrick,  the 
5*^  Instant,  at  Fort  Allen.  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  order  the  Lieut, 
to  Fort  Norris,  Hill  further  Orders.  If  these  Mutinies  are  not  sup- 
pressed in  the  Beginning,  it  will  be  impossible  to  preserve  any  Order 
among  the  Forces.  If  Capt.  Reynolds  is  not  retum'd  to  the  Fort, 
I  would  have  you  take  Care  not  to  leave  the  Fort  without  a  Com- 
XDissioned  Officer  to  command  it,  in  his  absence.  I  hope  you  will 
not  lose  any  time  in  doing  what  is  above  directed  you. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  P.t 

To  Capt.  Wetterhold,  at  1 
Fort  Hamilton.  J 

The  15^^  I  sent  a  Copy  to  Capt.  Wetterhold,  by  the^xpress  that 
brought  Capt.  Ordt's  Letter,  with  Directions  to  deliver  it  to  him 
that  night :  And  added  to  the  Copy  as  follows^  viz^ 
Sir, 

As  I  have  not  heard  from  you  since  I  sent  the  Letter  of  which 
ihe  above  is  a  Copy,  I  must  think  you  have  not  received  that  Let- 
ter, I  therefore  desire  and  order,  that  immediately  upon  Receipt 
thereof,  yon  will  put  the  above  Orders  into  Execution,  without  any 
Excuse  or  Delay. 

I  am,  &c. 

Easton,  Aug«  15, 1756. 

P.  S.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  Lieut,  has  been  guilty  of  sel- 
ling and  embezelling  the  publick  Stores,  at  Fort  Allen. 

*  "Read  in  Council,  Aug.  21,  1766." 
t  S«o  Colon.  Rec.  Vol  VII.  p.  222. 
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Copt,  Wm.  Parsons  to  Capt.  Orndt,  1756. 

A  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Gapt.  Orndt, 

Easton,  Ang«  15;  1756. 
Sir: 

This  morning  early  I  reoeiyed  your  3  Letters  of  the  12%  13*^  & 
14^  Instant.  That  relating  to  Lieat  Miller  I  shall  transmit  imme- 
dia^ly  to  his  Honour  the  Oovemor^  ^and  in  the  mean  time  approye 
what  yon  haVe  done  with  regard  to  the  Lieut  Gapt.  Reynolds  has 
Powder  &  Lead,  and  ean  spare  61b  of  powder  &  201b  of  Lead  to  the 
Foroes  at  Tucker's  Mill,  and  if  you  order  any  Body  for  it  they  may 
shew  him  this  Letter.  I  ordered  Gapt.  Wetterhold  to  go  to  Fort 
Allen  and  arrest  the  man  that  had  been  so  mutinous,  for  exciting  a 
Mutiny,  and  to  send  him  bound  to  the  prison  at  Easton.  I  ordered 
hitn  also  to  put  the  Lieut,  under  arrest,  for  not  endeavonriug  to 
suppress  a  Mutiny  lately  raised  at  Fort  Allen,  and  to  order  him,  the 
Lieut.,  to  Fort  Norris  till  farther  Orders,  but  I  have  not  heard  one 
Word  from  Capt.  Wetterhold  in  answer  to  my  Orders,  and  wonder 
yery  muoh  that  he  is  so  negligent.  I  desire  you  to  let  him  know, 
that  I  expect  he  will  pay  immediate  Obedience  to  his  Orders  as 
aboye.  I  am  yery  muoh  ooncem'd  to  hear  the  Indians  keep  lurking 
about  Swaratauro,  and  that  they  cant  be  drove  away  from  that  place. 

I  am,  &c. 
Indonedy 

Copy  Lett'  to  Captain  Wetterhold ;  another  to  Gapt.  Orndt — Ma- 
jor W-.  Parsons.     12  Aug*,  1756. 

Bead  in  Council,  21"*  August. 


Commissioners  to  Gov.  Morris  1756. 

Philadelphia,  Aug>'  12,  1756. 
Sir: 

Your  Honour  having  in  your  Letter  of  Yesterday,  to  tlie  Com- 
missioners, recommended  Sundry  Articles  of  Expenoe,  and  the  ad- 
yancing  of  Money  on  Several  Occasions,  they  think  it  neoeasaiy  to 
acquaint  your  Honour,  which  they  hereby  do,  that  the  Fifty-five 
Thousand  Pounds  put  into  their  Hands  by  Act  of  Assembly  for  the 
King's  Use,  is  all  expended,  together  with  about  Two  ThounodTwe 
hundred  Pounds,  Part  of  the  Five  Thousand  Pounds  given  by  the 
Proprietors  ;  But  the  Proprietors  Receiver  G-eneral  having  this  Day 
acquainted  the  Gommissioners  that  he  has  no  Money  in  his  Hancia 
to  pay  the  Remainder,  of  that  Gift,  and  does  not  know  when  he 
shall  nave  it;  they  can  proceed  no  further  in  adyancing  Money  or 
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giving  OrdexB,  till  they  can  see  how  the  Same  will  be  repaid  or  an- 
swered. 

"We  are  yonr  Honour's 

Obedient  hum.  Serv*«. 

James  Hamilton,      \ 
John  Mifflin, 
Jon.  Hughes, 
Jos.  Ffox, 
Evan  Morgan, 
B.  Franklin. 
To  Horm  B.  H.  Morris,  Esq'. 
Directed. 

To  The  Hon««  Rob*  H.  Morris,  Esq'.,  Lieu*.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsjlvania.  • 

Indorsed. 

Commiss'*  letter  to  Gov',  y*  y«  i£55,000  is  expended. 
12*^  Aug*,  1756. 


Minutes  of  Council,  1756, 
A  Council  y*  14*''  Augs*.  1756.  P.  M. 

PRESENT. 

The  Governor — 
JohnmS,  }     Thos-Cadwallaber,}  Esquires. 

The  several  Letters  &  Papers  sent  by  Express  from  L*.  Col.  Arm- 
strong, &  relating  to  y  taking  Fort  Granville,*  on  y«  30**  Ult.,  and 
other  Mischiefs  aone  by  y*  French  and  Indians  in  Cumberland 
County,  beine  retfd,  the  Governor  desired  the  Council's  Advise  what 
steps  he  should  take  for  the  relief  and  better  Security  of  that  part  of 
the  Frontier ;  acquainting  them  y*  he  had  already  prepared  Drafts 
of  Letters  to  be  sent  to-morrow  morning  to  L'.  Loudon  ft  S'.  Cha*. 
Hardie  on  y*  subject,  and  to  L*.  Coll.  Armstrong  ft  Weiser,  to  be 
upon  their  guard,  ft  provide  in  y*  best  manner  they  could,  for  y* 
stopping  y*  progress  of  y*  Enemy,  and  defending  y«  Frontiers^ 
which  Drafts  were  read  &  approved  of.  And  y*  Council  also  advised 
y«  Gov.  to  press  y  Assembly  to  make  some  further  provision 
£jr  y«  better  Security  of  y*  Western  Frontier .f 
Indorsed^ 

U*^  Aug*.  1756.     Min*.  Council. 

*  See  Col.  Becords,  Vol  VII.,  p.  242,  278. 

f  This  Minnte  does  not  appear  in  the  printed  Colonial  Records. 
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Col.  Clapham  to  Gov.  Mokbis,  1756. 

Fort  Augosta,  U^  Angost,  1756. 

Sir:. 

Last  night  I  reoeiv'd  by  Express  the  disagreeable  News,  that  Fort 
Granville  was  taken  and  burnt  to  the  Oronnd  by  a  Body  of  five  hun- 
dred French  and  Indians,  that  the  whole  Garrison  were  kill'd  except 
one  Person,  who  was  much  wounded,  and  made  his  Escape ;  and 
am  well  Assured  that  this  Loss  was  entirely  ocoasion^  by  a  Want 
of  Ammunition,  having  receiv'd  a  Letter  two  or  three  days  ago  from 
Colonel  John  Armstrong,  that  they  had  in  that  Fort  only  one  Pound 
of  Powder  &  fourteen  Pounds  of  Lead. 

And  I  must  again  acquaint  your  Honor,  that  we  are  still  without 
the  necessary  Military  Stores,  for  which  Mr.  Burd  ^  my  Orders  has 
frequently  wtote  to  the  Commissioners,  but  to  no  purpose ;  andshou'd 
the  Enemy  invest  us  in  ourpresent  situation,  w*^in  all  Probability  is 
their  Design,  it  is  impossible  but  we  must  likewise  fall  a  sacrifice  to 
them.  We  have  not  in  store  more  than  four  half  Barrels  of  Pow- 
der, which  is  only  half  of  a  Pound  to  each  Man,  &  none  remaiubg 
for  the  use  of  the  Cannon.  Inclos'd  is  a  List  of  several  Articles  ab- 
solutely <&  immediately  necessary  for  onr  Security ;  with  which  I 
expect  the  Commissioners  will  fumi^fh  us  without  Delay ;  and  then 
we  may  be  able  to  give  a  good  Account  of  ourselves,  we  have  the 
Walls  of  the  Fort  now  above. half  finished,  and  our  other  Works  in 
such  situation,  that  we  can  make  a  very  good  Defence  against  any 
Body  of  French  &  Indians  that  shall  seat  themselves  before  us  with- 
out Gannon. 

I  am  inform'd  by  the  Express,  That  die  12  Battoes  I  sent  the  10** 
Instant  to  Harris's  for  Flour,  &c.,  met  w^  so  much  Difficulty  in  get- 
ting down  the  River  to  Halifax,  that  I  am  convinced  it  will  be  quite 
impracticable  for  them  to  push  up  before  the  River  rises ;  but  least 
they  should  attempt  to  do  it,  I  have  dispatch'd  a  Messenger  to  Cap^. 
Jameson^  whom  I  have  order'd  not  to  suffer  them  to  stir,  but  to  re- 
main at  Hunter's  Fort  till  further  Orders,  as  I  am  apprehensive  the 
Enemy  have  by  this  time  posted  themselves  along  the  River  in  order 
to  interrupt  our  Communications  and  harrass  our  Convoys. 

The  present  method  of  supplying  this  Garrison  by  Water  is  so 
nnoertain  that  some  quick  expedient  shonld  be  fallen  upon  to  engage 
a  number  of  Pack  Horses  into  the  Service,  which  may  transport  onr 
Provisions,  &e.,  at  all  times'of  the  Year,  by  the  Way  of  Tnlpehoekeni 
or  any  other  that  may  be  thought  more  convenient. 

Our  Battoes  during  the  Winter  Season  must  lay  by,  so  that  it  will 
be  necessary  that  three  or  four  months  Provisions  shon'd  be  stored 
np  here  in.  the  Fall,  for  the  support  of  this  Gkrri'son  till  the  Spring. 

M'.  Bryan,  who  by  no  means  has  supported  the  Character  of  a 
good  Officer;  this  morning  delivered  me  up  bis  Commiasiony  vrtiich 
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he  choose  to  do  rather  than  stand  a  Tryal  before  a  Oeneral  Cour 
Martial  for  his  late  Mis-Gonduet.  I  have  therefore  filled  up  an  En 
sign  Oommusion  for  Mr.  Thomas  Mokee's  son,  who  entered  into  the 
Begiment  as  a  Volunteer  at  Mokee's  Store^  &  has  since  behay'd  him 
self  ettremelj  well  in  that  Capacity. 

I  have  put  Lieutenant  Plunket  under  an  arrest  for  mutiny,  &  only 
wait  for  the  return  of  Oap*.  Lloyd  the  Judge  Adyooate^  to  have  him 
tryed  by  a  General  Court  Martial 

I  wou'd  now  refer  you  to  my  last  Letter  of  the  10^  Instant,  and 
have  only'^to  assure  you  that  I  always  am  with  great  Esteem. 
Tour  Honors 

Most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 

P.  S.  If  this  Letter  shou'd  not  be  very  clean  when  it  comes  to 
your  Honor's  Hands,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  it,  as  I  am  oblig'd  to  put 
it  into  the  Pad  of  the  Courier's  Pack-Saddle,  lest  y  Enemy  shou'd 
get  Possession  of  it. 

To  the  Honw«.  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq*".  Gov'.  Ac. 

Indorsed. 
Col.  Clapham's  Letter  to  the  Gov.  Aug.  14  1756. 


Wm.  Parsons  to  Gov.  Moeris,  1756. 

Eaaton,  August  the  14*^  1756. 
Honored  Sir, 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  Detachment  that  escorted  the. Indians 
from  Bethlehem  to  Fort  Allen,  returned,  and  with  them  came  Ben 
and  another  Indian  Man  of  Teedyuscung's  BetinuC;  who  intend  to 
go  to  Philad*.  and  stay  there.  ^ 

I  ask'd  Ben  after  Teedyuscung,  and  the  Reason  of  his  staying  so 
long  at  the  Fort,  and  what  his  Eeason  was  for  leaving  the  King.  Ho 
told  me  his  Reason  for  returning  was,  that  he  saw  nothing  but  want 
and  Hunger  before  him  if  he  went  to  Diahogo,  whereupon  he  told 
the  King  that  he  was  now  going  to  a  People,  whose  Language  he  was 
entirely  unacquainted  with,  and  therefore  he  could  not  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  him  with  them ;  that  he  would  stay  with  the  English  till  the 
King  retum'd  again,  wh^i  he  would  very  cheerfully  serve  him  as 
an  Interpreter  to  the  English  as  he  now  had  done. 

This  pass'd  last  Wednesday,  when  Ben  waited  upon  the  King 
about  12  Miles  from  the  Fort,  (on  his  Way  to  Diahogo)  where  Ben 
Vol.  II.— 32 
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left  him  with  the  other  Indians.     So  that  it  seemed  nnneeesBuy  for 
me  to  go  np  to  the  Fort,  the  Indians  heing  really  gone  from  it 

As  to  the  Stay  of  the  Indians  at  the  Fort,  Ben  gives  a  most  vil- 
lainous aooonnt  of  the  Llent.  there,  while  the  Captain  was  at  Philad^ 
He  says  that  Teedyuscnng  had  procored  16  Deer  Skins,  which  he 
intended  to  have  sent  as  a  present  to  the  Governor  to  make  him  a 
pair  of  Gloves,  as  he  said ;  the  Lieut,  told  the  King,  that  one  Skin 
was  enough  to  make  a  pair  of  Gloves,  and  kept  teezing  him  and  ply- 
ing him  with  Rum  till  the  old  Man  was  off  his  Guard.  Ben  told 
the  King  he  hoped  he  would  not  go  from  his  Design  of  sending  the 
Skins  to  the  Governor,  and  told  the  Lieut,  that  he  did  not  under- 
stana  Indian  affairs,  that  the  King  knew  very  well  that  the  Governor 
could  not  use  16  Skins  in  making  a  pair  of  Gloves  but  that  that  was 
the  Indian  way  of  speaking.  But  all  was  to  no  purpose,  and  the 
Lieut  gof  the  16  Skins  for  three  pounds,  which  Money  Ben  counted 
himself,  but  does  not  know  what  became  of  it.  Ben  says  farther, 
that  as  long  as  the  Indians  had  money,  the  Lieut,  sold  them  Rum, 
so  that  they  were  almost  always  drunk ;  and  he  believes  that  if  they 
had  been  refused  Rum  at  their  first  coming  to  the  Fort,  the  King 
and  all  his  Compatiy  would  not  have  stay'd  long  there,  but  would 
have  proceeded  to  Diahogo,  and  would  not  have  stay'd  and  eaten  all 
their  Store  of  Provisions  before  they  left  the  Fort. 

Ben  informs  further  that  they  had  discovered  the  Tracks  of  about 
20  strange  Indians  coming  from  Susqoahanah  and  going  towards 
Minnisinks.  That  they  suppose  these  Indians  are  out  upon  some 
bad  Design  as  they  marched  mostly  a  Breast  or  aside  of  one  another 
Whereas  the  Indian  manner  is  when  they  have  no  unfriendly  or  hos- 
tile Intentions,  always  to  march  one  after  the  other.  Your  Honour 
will  your  self  hear  things  more  particularly  from  Ben.  lie  was 
very  free  from  Liquor  and  very  clear  and  intelligible  when  he  gave 
me  this  acc^     I  am 

Your  Honour's 

most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS.* 

Direction. 

On  his  Majesty's  Service. 
To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indoned. 
14  Aug.  1756.    Wm.  Parsons.    Read  in  Council  21«  August. 
*See  Colon.  R«c.  Vol.  VII  p.  222. 
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Wm.  Paesons  to  R.  Pbtbes,  1766. 

EasioD;  August  15, 1756. 
Sir : 

Your  Favour  of  the  11**  came  safe  to  Hand  and  I  thank  you  for  the  ■ 
good  News  you  communicated  to  me.  Indian  Ben  &  another  Indian 
Man  came  last  Fryday  from  Fort  Allen  and  are  desirous  to  come  to 
Philad%  as  they  wanted  to  go  to  Bethlehem  1  was  obliged  to  send 
two  men  with  them  yesterday  and  they  are  returned  to  Day  to  Easton: 
To  Morrow,  or  next  Day  they  will  set  off  under  the  Care  of  Ensign 
Insley.  I  have  abundance  of  disagreeable  Access  to  send  his  Honour 
from  Fort  Allen,  but  cant  get  my  Letters  ready  till  Mr.  Insley  goes. 
Mr.  Homfield  wrote  me  word  this  Day  that  he  had  wrote  by  Mr, 
Edmonds  to  the  Governor  to  acquaint  him  that  Teedyuscung  was 
realy  gone.  I  realy  believe  that  he  would  not  have  stayed  so  long 
at  the  Fort,  But  as  Ben  tells  me  the  Lieut,  there  had  sold  him  as 
much  Bum  as  he  could  pay  for,  till  he  received  my  orders  not  to  lett 
the  Indians  have  more  than  a  gill  a  Day.  When  the  King  saw  those 
orders  he  was  a  little  ashamed  for  staying  so  long.  But  Ben  who  is 
become  a  very  sober  Fellow,  will  give  a  more  full  Acoo*  of  the 
villainous  Conduct  of  the  Lieut.,  of  which  I  shall  write  his  Hon'  a 
pretty  large  Acco*.  I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you 
would  please  to  let  me  know  if  you  beard  any  thing  at  New  York 
concerning  my  Friend  Mr.  Kichard  Nugent. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W-  PARSONS.* 

Directed^ 

Kichard  Peters,  Esquire,  in  Philadelphia.     By  favour  of  Wm. 
Vernon. 
Indorsed, 

Wm.  Parsons,  15th  Aug*,  1756.     Read  in  Council  21*'  Augt- 


Wm.  Paksons  to  Gpv.  Morris,  1756, 

Easton,  August  the  W^  1756. 
Honoured  Sir : 

In  my  Letter  to  your  Honour  of  the  8*^  I  mentioned  my  Design 
of  going  to  Fort  Allen  to  learn  the  Occasion  of  King  Teedyusoung's 
stay  Ihere  but  was  prevented  by  other  publick  affairs,  from  going  as 
I  intended,  but  I  believe  by  my  letter  of  yesterday  your  Honour  will 
see  the  Reason  of  his  stay  at  the  Fort. 

On  the  10*^  I  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Horsfield,  informing  me 

*  See  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  VII.  p.  222. 
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that  four  of  the  Indians  that  came  with  Teedynacnng,  and  who  had 
tetnrn'd  with  him  to  the  Fort,  came  back  to  Bethleliem :  He  like- 
wise informed  me  that  two  of  ihem  desired  to  be  escorted  to  Philad* 
which  he  had  prevailed  with  the  Bretheren  to  do.  The  other  two 
with  a  Woman  and  Child  wanted  to  go  to  Fort  Allen,  and  desired 
me  to  send  a  Detachment  to  escort  them  there;  which  I  did  thai 
Evening  and  repeated  my  Orders  to  the  Commanding  Officer  to  biiild 
a  Shade  for  the  Indians  and  not  to  let  them  have  more  than  a  Gill 
of  Rum  a'  Man  ^  Day.  And  I  believe  these  orders  were  the  Reason 
of  the  King's  resolving  to  go ;  and  Ben  is  of  the  same  Opinion.  I 
only  wait  for  Capt.  Wetterhold,  from  whom  I  expect  to  hear  (or  to 
see  him)  this  Day^  and  then  shall  pay  them  a  visit  at  the  Fort,  unless 
I  can  be  satisfied  otherways.  The  Occasion  of  my  expecting  Capt. 
Wetterhold  soon,  is  that  on  the  10^  I  heard  there  had  be^n  «ome 
Disorders  committed  at  Fort  Allen,  and  that  he  had  been  there  and 
assisted  in  setting  them  right  again,  but  received  no  written  Infor- 
mation from  any  Body.  I  thought  it  necessary  to  send  immediately 
to  Capt.  Wetterhold  tor  an  account  of  what  he  bad  seen  amiss  at  Fort 
Allen.  And  early  on  the  morning  of  the  12*>>  I  received  the  inclosed 
German  Letter  from  him,  the  substance  of  it  I  have  put  into  English 
which  also  comes  inclosed.  That  same  morning  I  wrote  a  Letter  to 
Wetterhold,  a  copy  whereof  comes  also  inclosed.  And  as  I  expect 
every  minute  to  hear  what  he  has  done  in  the  Affair,  I  cant  think  it 
right  to  leave  the  Town  till  I  do  hear  from  (or  sec)  him.  I  have 
been  informed  by  a  priyate  Hand  that  saw  him  with  his  Detachment 
going  to  Fort  Allen,  as  he  said,  to  execute  the  Orders  he  had  received 
from  me.  This  Morning  Capt.  Omdt's  Letter  came  to  Hand  and  I 
am  a£Fraid  that  Lieut.  Miller  is  faulty.  It  gives  me  great  Pain  that 
I  am  obliged  to  give  your  Honour  all  this  Trouble  at  this  time ;  but 
without  your  Authority  and  Direction  we  are  like  to  run  into  great 
confusion.  I  am  however  determined  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  to  preserve  good  Order  in  the  several  Companies.  And  I 
persuade  myself  that  your  Honour  will  not  think  I  have  been  idle. 

I  am  very  doubtful  that  Capt.  Reynold  is  rather  too  young  for  that 
Station  where  the  Indians  are,  and  will  be  continually  passing  and 
repassing,  and  may  require  the  Care  and  Conduct  of  a  more  experi- 
enced Officer.  His  Lieut.  I  take  to  be  that  little  impertinent  Body 
which  your  Honour  saw  at  the  Tavern  on  Quittopohela  Spring,  where 
Reynolds  was  with  his  Recruits,  where  your  Honour  returned  from 
the  Camp  at  Harris's  Ferry.  I  am, 
Honoured  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 
humble  Servant, 

W"-  PARSONS. 
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August  16, 1756. 
This  EveniDg  between  7  &  8,  Gapt.  Wetterhold  brought  Christian 
Wejrick  Prisoner  to  this  Town^  and  delivered  him  to  the  Keeper  of 
Ooal. 
Yesterday  he  met  with  Gapt.  Omdt's  Ensign  returning  to  Fort 
Norris,  who  told  him  that  Lieut.  Miller  would  not  submit  to  his  arrest^ 
Wetfcerhold  told  him  he  should  go  back  with  him  to  the  Lieut,  and 
he  did  not  doubt  but  he  could  bring  him  to  submit.  When  they 
came  to  the  Lieut.  Wetterhold  asked  him  why  he  was  not  obedient  to 
his  Captain's  Orders ;  the  Lieut,  told  him  that  he  had  as  good  a  Com« 
mission  as  his  Capt.  and  he  would  not  submit  to  him  and  he  ques- 
tioned if  Wetterhold  had  Power  to  arrest  him.  Wetterhold  told  him 
if  he  did  not  immediately  submit  to  his  own  Capt.  he  would  sooq 
convince  him  that  he  had  himself  Authority  to  put  him  into  arrest 
whereupon  the  Lieut:  desired  9he  Day  to  settle  his  affairs  before  he 
went.  I  am  fully  of  opinion  if  it  were  not  for  Wetterhold  there 
would  not  be  one  Officer  found  in  those  Parts  that  dared  execute  orders 
of  this  kind,  and  he  appears  to  me  to  be  a  resolute  discreet  Man.  By 
Lieyt.  Allen's  Letter  to  me  of  Yesterday,  which  comes  with  this. 
Your  Honour  will  observe  that  Capt.  Reynolds  is  gone  again  from  the 
Fort  with  his  Ensign,  who,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  the  best  officer  of 
the  3  at  Fort  Allen.  And  that  Teedyuscung  is  returned  again  to 
the  Fort.  To  Morrow  Morning  I  will  go  and  enquire  into  the  reason 
of  his  unaccountable  Behaviour  and  endeavour  to  send  him  away. 
I  am, 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obedient 

humble  Servant. 

wm.  parsons.* 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq*^,  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania.  On  his  Majesty's  Service. 
hhdoned. 

Wm.  Parsons'  LeU"*  from  Baston,  Aug*  yo  15th,  1756.    Bead  ia 
Coiinoil,  21*^  Aug* 


George  Stevenson  to  Gov.  Morris,  lf56. 

Honoured  Sir, 

The  Petition  herewith  sent  you  was  written  k  signM  this  Bay, 
therefore  there  are  but  a  few  names  at  it,  but,  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
y^  Honour  'tis  the  sentiments  of  the  People. 

The  Facts  contained  in  it,  are  undoubtedly  true,  in  company  with 
seven  of  my  Neighbours  I  was  last  Friday  at  Carlisle  for  Information. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  Til.  p.  222. 
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Two  Copies  of  this  Petition  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Country  to  mor- 
row to  be  sign'd,  which  will  be  forwarded  for  y  Satis&cdon  next 
Post. 

This  the  Inhabitants  insisted  on  being  sent  to  y'  Honour  by  this 
Post,  as  our,  Case  will  not  admit  of  Delay. 

I  beg  y  Honour's  Pardon  for  this  Liberty,  and  to  be  accounted, 
Hon'  S', 

Y^  most  obedient 
U"«  ScrvS 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 

Directed.— York,  16th  Aug*,  1756. 
Governor  Morris. 

Jndoned. 

George  Stevenson,  16th  August,  lj|&6.    In  .Council,  21  Aug*- 


A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly,  1756. 

Gent" : 

The  money  heretofore  granted  for  the  defence  of  the  Province 
being  Expended  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  the  troops  posted  on 
the  Frontiers  much  longer  together  without  their  pay.  I  therefore 
recommend  it  to  you  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  this  matter 
without  delay,  and  to  grant  such  supplys  as  his  Majesty's  Service  and 
the  safety  of  the  Province  «t  this  time  require.  What  makes  this 
the  more  necessary  is  the  number  of  French  and  Indians  that  are 
now  on  our  Border,  a  body  of  whom,  under  a  French  Officer,  have 
taken  and  Burnt  Fort  Granville  on  the  Juniata,  one  of  our  most 
considerable  Forts  on  the  Western  Frontier,  while  others  of  them 
are  murdering  the  inhabitants  and  laying  waste  the  Country. 

The  People  to  the  west  of  Sasquehana,  distressed  by  the  frequent 
incursions  of  the  Enemy  and  weakened  by  their  great  losses,  are 
moving  into  the  Interior  parts  of  the  Province,  and  I  am  fearfull 
that  whole  country  will  be  evacuated  if  timely  &  vigorous  measures 
are  not  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Major  B^therford,  the  Commanding  Officer  in  this  Province  of 
his  Majesty's  Royal  American  Begiment,  now  raising,  has  applyed 
for  some  place  in  or  near  this  city  where  "the  men  belonging  to  that 
Corps  may  be  Lodged,  together  that  they  may  receive  the  King's 
Provisions,  be  taught  the  use  of  arms,  &  brought  under  a  proper 
discipline,  which  he  thinks  it  impossible  to  accomplish  while  they 
remained  settled  in  different  places..  As  there  are  at  present  no 
houses  proper  for  the  reception  of  troops  I  must  recommend  it  to 
you  to  enable  me  to  Erect  a  number  of  Barracks  in  some  convenient 
place  sufficient  for  the  reception  of  a  thousand  men.    There  being 
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already  above  five  hundred  raised  in  this  Pirovince  and  about  the 
same  number  daily  expected  hither  from  Europe,  and  as  great 
numbers  of  the  men  raised  in  this  Province  are  Indentured  Scrv%  I 
must  again  recomend  it  to  you  to  make  provisions  agreeable  to  his 
Majesties  Directions  for  the  payment  of  their  Masters  the  value  of 
the  time  they  had  to  serve,  that  the  furnishing  men  for  his  Majes- 
ty's Service  may  not  fall  two  heavy  upon  particulars. 

Indorsed. 

D*f^.  Gov'**  Message  to  ye  Assembly,  16**  Aug*,  1756. 


*CoL.  Clapham,  to  Gov.  Morris  1756. 

Fort  Augusta,  17**'  Aug-,  1756.   . 

Honoured  Sir : 

When  I  wrote  on  the  14**  Instant  I  omitted  to  inform  Your 
Honor  that  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Hallifax,  Hunter's  and  McKee's 
Store  had  very  little  Ammunition ;  And  Yesterday  I  received  a  Let- 
ter from  Cap'  Jemmison  acquainting  me  that  no  Warlike  Stores  are 
yet  arrived  at  Harris's  from  Philadelphia,  so  that  I  hope  the  Com- 
missioners will  make  the  greatest  Dispatch  in  furnishing  these 
several  Garrisons  w'^  all  the  necessary  Supplies.  I  forgot  also  to 
mention  our  Want  of  Granada  Shells,  which  should  be  sent  up 
properly  filled  and  fuzed. 

Inclosed  is  the  Examination  of  a  Young  Man,  who  has  been 
among  the  Indians  above  six  months  &  made  his  Escape  here  last 
Saturday.* 

I  am,  with  due  Esteem, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient 
hum*  Serv*, 

WILL'M  CLAPHAM. 

The  Hon***  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esq',  Governor,  &o. 

Directed,  .  ^ 

On  His  Majesty's  Service. 
To  The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire, 
Captain  General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indorsed, 

17  AugS  1756.     Col.  Clapham. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.,  p.  231. 
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Wm.  Thompson  to  ,  1756. 

D'.  S'. ; 

About  the  middle  of  the  Night  omr  SeDtriee  were  alarm'd 
(aa  they  soppoBed  by  iDdiana)  and  one  of  them  fired  his  Oan  which 
alarmed  the  rest  of  the  Fort,  upon  which  we  doubled  our  Guard  and 
remained  eb  to  this  Momins.  .  When  viewing  the  Place  where  they 
Indians  wore  supposed  to  ne^  found  Tracks,  and  following  them 
down  the  Creek  the  Increased  to  a  larger  Number,  and  Several  Shoe 
Tfacks  with  Narrow  Toes  being  amoung  them,  there  is  no  doubt  both 
French  and  Indians  are  in  the  Gang.  David  Ramsey,  who  was 
Tracking,  saw  one  of  the  Ind*  about  a  hundred  y'*  Distance  and  shot 
at  him,  but  as  there  were  but  a  few  Men  out  durst  not  pursue 
him.  We  have  put  every  thing  in  the  best  order  to  make  aa  good 
defence  as  Possible  we  oan,  but  we  are  Scarce  of  ammunition }  we 
will  not  be  able  to  hold  it  out  long. 

You  had  better  set  off  as  soon  as  this  express  arrives  and  bring 
with  as  much  Powder  &  Lead  aa  you  oan  get 
I  am,  in  haste,  yours,  &e., 

WILLIAM  THOMPSON. 

Fort  Lyttleton, 
17**  Aug*,  1756, 
9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

P.  S.    Our  horsea  are  all  Taken. 

Indorsed, 
17  Aug*;  1756     Letter  Lieutenant  Wm.  Thompson. 


Adam. Hoops  to  Col.  Armstrong,  1756. 

Ague8t,7*  18  day,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  hauf  Sent  express  to  you  woth  y  Frinoh  Leter,  and  one  from 
Leften  Thommon,  and  Gopey  of  what  I  hauf  Sent  %  Cap*.  Hamilton, 
and  Einsine  Seott,  and  y*  Remander  I  will  send  By  Potter,  and 
Steels  man.  Leftein  Holedy  Sent  to  me  Last  night  for  BUnkets, 
and  say^  that  his  man  are  all  goen  to  Leauf  him  for  want  of  y«  Sam, 
as  y*  Enhabents  having  all  Left  y*  fort.  Gap«.  Potter  hauf  47  mean, 
ond  ow  maney,  Cap*.  Stoel  hays  I  can  not  will  tel,  BotlBelef 
about  30  or  op  wards,  if  you  hauf  aney  Blankets  send  by  y**  Bearer. 
I  Beleauf  I  will  mak  op  near  20  Strays,  and  y  Remander  send  1^  Pot- 
ter an4  Steels  mean^  wich  I  hop  you  will  Besef  at  yonr  argel,  then 
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I  hauf  nothing  moer  as  I  Rcmber  Bot  my  Complements  to  M*". 
Armstrong,  and  my  Ernest  Disier  of  yoar  will  fear  and  sok  ses. 
I  am  with  much  astem  your 

Most  Humebel  Servent, . 

ADM.  HOOPS. 
N.  B.    I  hauf  got  39  par  of  hors  Shoes,  and  15  pear  wich  is 
pot  one  y"  Horses.  % 

Sine  I  Rot  y"  Carriers  Haues  come  to  me  to  let  me  now  that 
near  John  Lendseys  was  seen  5  or  6  Indenns,  and  that  Cow  was 
Shot  down  at  y  grin  Ston  Hill,  and  says  that  they  Cannot  Carrey 
out  y«  flouer  wich  they  ad  agread  for  witb,  there  is  not  5  famleys  in 
all  thees  parts  Bot  wot  is  now  fled  y*'  Satlment  is  full  of  Indens,  and 
seen  in  maney  pleases ;  from 

A.  H. 
Directed, 

To  Conl  John  Armstrong,  Esq^,  Conlnel — ^in  heast.   "^  favur  of 
Hugh  Capcrt. 
Indorsed. 
Letter  Adam  Hoops  to  Con'  J.  Armstrong,  18  Aug*,  1756. 


Hance  Hamilton  to  Adam  Hoops,  1756. 

Wensday  morning,  5  o'Clock,  Augs*  y«  19**,  1766. 
M'.  Hoops, 
D'  Sir, 
I  have  Last  night  Rec*  a  Letter  hy  Express  from  my  Lieu*.,  which 
I  have  inclos'd  with  the  Orrignal  of  the  French  Letter,  left  at  Fort 
Granvil.     We  are  Scarce  of  Powder  and  Lead  at  our  Forts;  I  am 
oblidged  to  get  a  little  from  M'.  Hoops,  and  give  my  Reoept  as  for 
the  Expedition. 

There  is  a  party  of  Cap*.  Mercers  Company  here,  arid  on  our  Re- 
ceiving this  Letter  we  march  Directly,  taking  with  us  Twelve  Beef 
Cattle,  and  what  Pack  Horses  belongs  to  the  two  Fortis.  The  rest 
is  to  be  brought  up  by  Cap**  Potters  and  Steels  men. 

Sir,  there  was  five  of  my  men  that  was  free  about  the  Seventh  of 
July,  wich  promiss'd  to  inlist  again,  and  they  continued  in  the  Ser- 
vice until  they  had  heard  of  Fort  Granvil  being  taken,  (and  not  be- 
ing Quallified  they  went  off,)  as  it  is  Reported  for  want  of  Amuni- 
tion,  and  we  being  so  Scarce  they  plainly  Refused  to  Serve  longer 
under  Such  Circumstances. 
Sir,  I  am  your 

Affectionate  Humble  Serv*. 

HANCE  HAMILTON. 
32* 
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IHtecUd. 
To  Oonnel  Jn*.  Amsirong,  Esq'.,  at  Oarlisle. 

Indorsed. 
Capt*  Rmo%  Hamilton  to  CoL  John  AxmsCroDg,  19  AugS  1756 


Capt.  WjiTTSKHOLD  TO  Wh.  Pabsosts,  1T56. 

Sir: 

In  tbe  night  of  the  5^  of  Aagnst,  Christian  Wejrick,  a  Corporal, 
began  to  quarrel  with  the  Indiana,  and  threatned  to  drive  them  oat 
of  the  Fort  The  Ueat.  persnaded  him  to  forbear,  but  he  seised  the 
Lieut.  &  threw  him  on  the  Ground,  and  afterwards  went  to  the  In- 
diali  Sqaws  and  behaved  veiyundeoentlywith  them  the  whole  night, 
and  some  of  his  Comrades;  One  John  White  upbraiding  him  with 
it,  he  began  to  ourse  and  attempted  to  tear  him  to  pieces,  when  Phi- 
iip  Bortner  stept  out  of  the  Guard  Room  and  ask'd  him  if  he  was 
not  ashamed  to  behave  so,  but  he  took  him  and  threw  him  on  the 
Bench,  who  calling  out  for  help,  Dewalt  Bossing  sprung  between 
them,  but  he  was  not  able  to  manage  him  ;  Then  came  Michael 
liaurj,  he  struck  him  several  Blows  upon  the  Head,  and  thereupon 
they  were  parted ;  then  he  took  a  Gun  and  drove  about  the  Fort 
like  a  Beast  and  not  like  a  man,  and  struck  down  two  of  them,  af- 
terwards he  laid  hold  of  his  Cutlass  and  went  into  the  Captains 
House  and  pointed  it  out  at  the  window ;  Then  he  took  a  Gun  and 
snapped  it  twice,  but  it  would  not  go  off;  Then  he  took  another 
Gun,  and  that  miss'd  Fire  also ;  then  he  laid  hold  of  a  Third  Gun, 
which  Capt.  Foledc  took  from  him ;  Then  he  seized  another  Gun 
and  went  out  of  the  House,  and  said  one  of  the  4  Beading  town 
Soldiers,  or  John  White,  should  die,  and  shott  at  him;  then  he 
called  to  his  Comrades  and  told  them  thej  should  not  leave  him,  thej 
would  storm  the  Fort,  and  no  man  should  Jive  that  Day;  then  he 
ran  into  the  Captains  House  and  threw  the  Benches  about  from  Top 
to  Bottom,  but  there  was  no  Body  in  the  House  but  the  lieut.,  the 
Clerk  and  the  Serjean^^  they  warned  him,  but  it  all  help'd  nothing; 
Then  the  Serjeant  Bossing  went  to  the  Guard  and  told  them  to  take 
him  into  arrest,  but  they  would  not:  Then  he  went  and  broke 
Stones  from  the  Chymny  Back  and  threw  them  in  at  the  window, 
and  cursed  furiously,  andjjsaid  he  would  kill  one  of  the  4  Reading 
town  Soldiers,  or  would  stab  or  shoot  Seijeant  White ;  He  behaved 
so  violently  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the  Fort;  He  broke  se- 
veral Guns  to  pieces,  and  afterwards  Michael  Beltz,  the  Lieut., 
Christian  Weyrick  and  Eillian  Lang,  fetch'd  water  and  put  Rum 
*  in  it,  and  washed  iheir  private  parts  therein.  The  6^  of  Aug'  the 
Ensign  returned  to  the  Fort  and  put  things  in  better  order.    This 
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18  the  Information  from  me,  John  Nicholas  Widerhold,  Captain. 
N.  B.  I  have  already  acquainted  OoU''.  TVibiser  with  the  affair. 

Copy  or  Translation  of  Capt.  Wetterhold's  German  Letter. 

N.  B.  The  Capt.  Pates  his  Letter  the  Day  he  was  at  Fort  Allen 
bnt  he  must  have  wrote  it  since  that  time,  for  it  was  the  10^  I  wrote 
to  him  &  reced  his  answer  the  12^,  so  that  his  Letter  to  tne  should 
bear  date  the  11^  Listant.  ^ 

W.  P.* 
iiuJoraed. 

The  Substance  of  Capt  Wetterhold's  Letter. 
In  Council,  2I«*  Aug*. 


Rev.  Thomas  Barton  to  Gov.  Morris,  1766. 

Hondur'd  Sir : 
I  send  your  Honour  the  iucWd  Petition  at  the  Sollicitation  oi  a 

great  number  of  People.  The  complicated  Distresses  of  these  poor 
reatures  are  beyond  Expression.  .What few  Inhabitants  remamed 
in  Cumberland  are  daily  flying  from  thence,  so  that  in  three  or  four 
days  it  will  be  totally  relinquished.  Marsh  Creek  is  now  the  Fron« 
tier,  and  such  a  Panick  has  seiz'd  the  Hearts  of  People  in  general, 
that  unless  we  have  soon  some  favourable  Turn  in  our  Affairs,  I  am 
affraid  the  Enemy  need  not  long  be  at  the  Pains  to  dispute  a  Claim 
to  those  two  Counties. 

I  hope  your  Honour  will  pardon  this  Freedom,  &  do  me  the  Jus- 
tice to  believe  that  I  am,  with  Gratitude  &  Truth 
Your  Honour's  most  obcd* 
»  &  most  hum''  Serv^ 

THO.  BARTON.f 
Redding,  August  21»S  1756 

indorsed. 

Letter  Thomas  Barton,  Inclosing  a  Petition  from  Town  &  County 
of  York.    21  Aug*,  1756.  « 

♦  Sec  Colon.  Kec,  Vol.  VIT.,  p.  222. 
t  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  233. 
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Rev.  Thomas  Barton  to  R  Pbtebs,  1756, 

Carlisle,  August  22^.  1756. 
Be?*.  Sir. 

I  eame  bere  ttis  HoniiDffy  where  all  is  Gonfiision.  Snch  a  Pan- 
ick  has  seized  the  Hearts  of  People  in  general,  since  the  Rednotion 
of  Fort  Granville,  that  this  County  is  lumost  relinquished,  &  Marah 
Greek  in  York  County  is  heoome  a  Frontier. 

By  an  Express  juat  arriy'd  here,  we  have  the  moat  mebneholy 
Aeoount  from  Conogocheage,  that  on  Frfday  last,  at  a  Place  cali'd 
Salisbury  Plains,  as  a  Number  of  People  were  aeoompanying  the 
Corpse  of  a  young  woman  to  her  gravei  who  had  been  aocidentiy 
drowned,  they  were  fir'd  upon  by  a  Party  of  Indians,  who  kill'd  fiye 
the  first  fire,  upon  which  they  dispersed,  and  fled  to  one  Wolgimer^s, 
where  there  were  Seventeen  (besides  the  five  kill'd  at  first)  miaBing, 
when  the  Account  came  away  And  what  is  unparaleird  by  any 
Instance  of  Brutality,  they  even  open'd  the  Coffin,  took  out  the  Corps 
and  soalp'd  her. 

This  Account,  Sir,  you  may  depend  upon,  as  we  have  it  confirmed 
by  a  reputable  Person,  M'.  Benjamin  Wallace  of  Paxton. 

I  send  you  open'd  a  Petition  to  his  Honour  the  Govemer,  which 
be  pleas'd  to  send  him. 

1  should  be  extremely  glad  to  have  the  Pleasure  of  a  Line  or  two 
from  you.  Your  Advice  would  be  of  service  to  me  at  this  Time, 
when  I  know  not  what  to  do,  whether  to  quit  this  Place,  or  to  remain 
a  little  longer,  to  see  whether  any  thing  favourable  will  turn  out  for 
us. 

I  am,  Rev*.  Sir,  • 

Your  most  affectionate  & 

Most  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  BARTON. 

The  Rev<.  M'.  Peters. 
Directed, 

To  Richard  Peter^Esqr.,  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Indorted, 
Letter.— 22  Aug,  1756,  Thomas  Barton  &c. 
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Petition  prom  Cumberland  Co.  1756. 

To  the  HoDorable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris^  Eaqr.,  Lieutenant  Qov- 
ernor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Address  of  Part  of  the  remaining  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
Cumberhmd. 

Most  Humbly  showeUi. 

That  the  French  and  their  Savage  Allies,  have  from  Time  to  Time 
made  Several  Incursions  into  this  County,  have  in  the  most  Inhu- 
mane and  barbarous  manner,  murder'd  great  Numbers  of  People, 
and  carried  others  into  Captivity ;  and  being  greatly  emboldened  by 
a  series  of  Success,  not  only  attempted,  but  also  took  Fort  GranVille, 
on  the  30^^  of  July  last,  then  commanded  by  the  late  Lieutenant 
Edward  Armstrong,  &  carried  off  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Garrison, 
Prisoners ;  from  whom,  doubtless,  the  Enemy  will  be  informed  of  the 
Weakness  of  this  Frontier,  and  how  incapable  we  are  of  defending 
ourselves  against  their  Incursions,  which  will  be  a  great  Inducement 
for  them  to  redouble  their  Attacks,  and  in  all  probability  enforce 
the  Remaining  Inhabitants  of  this  County  to  evacuate  it  Great 
Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  are  already  fled,  &  others  preparing  to 
go  off,  Finding  that  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of  the  Troops  in  Pay  of 
ihe  Government  (were  we  certain  of  their  being  continued)  to  Pre; 
vent  the  Ravages  of  our  Restless,  Barbarous,  &  Merciless  Enemy. 
It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  doubted,  that  (without  a  further  pro- 
tection) the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  will  shortly  endeavour  to  save 
themselves  and  their  Effects  by  flight,  which  must  consequently  b 
productive  of  considerable  rEnconvenienbes  to  his  Majesties  Interest 
in  General  &  to  the  Welfare  Of  the  People  of  this  Province  in 
Particular. 

Your  Petitioners  being  fully  convinced  of  your  Hon"  Concern  for, 
&  strict  Attachment  to  bis  Majesties  Interest  have  presumed  to  re« 
quest  that  your  Hon'  would  be  pleaa'd  to  take  omrCase  into  Conside- 
ration,  &  if  agreeable  to  your  Hon"  Judgment,  to  make  Application 
to  bis  Excellency  General  Loudon  that  part  of  the  Troops  now  raising 
for  his  Exoellenly's  Regiment  may  bo.sedl  to,  and  for  some  time 
continued  in  some  of  the  most  important  and  advantageous  Posts  in 
this  County,  By  whose  Assistance  We  may  be  enabled  to  continue  a 
Frontier  if  possible,  and  thereby  induce  the  remaining  Inhabitants 
to  secure  at  least,  a  part  of  the  immense  Quantity  of  Grain  which  now 
lies  exposed  to  the  Enemy  &  subject  to  be  destroyed  or  taken  away 
by  them,  and  also  enable  the  Provincial  Troops  to  make  Incursions 
into  the  Enemies  Country  which  woul'd  oontribute  greatly  to  the 
safety  and  Satis^tion  of  your  Hon"  Pet"* 
And  your  Pet"  as  in  Duty  bound  will  Ever  pray,  &o. 

ROBART  ERWIN. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


788 


PBNN9TLVANIA  AHOHIVIS  17^ 


Fran  Wist, 
John  Wslsh, 
Jamxs  Dickson^ 
Sa.  Smith, 
Wm.  Buohanan, 
Danixl  WilliamSi 
John  Montgomery, 
Tho8.  Barker, 
John  Lindsay, 
James  Linds^, 
Thos.  Urie, 
Fr.  Buchanan, 
Wm.  Spear, 
James  Polock, 
Andrew  MgIntyrb, 
Robert  Gibson, 
Garret  McDaniel, 
Arthur  Foster, 
jAifES  Brandon, 
John  Houston, 
Patrick  MTollom, 
James  Reed, 
Thos.  Lockertt, 
Indorsed, 

Petition  from  Inhabitants 
21  Aug*,  1756. 


Andrew  Daltok, 

John  Erwin,  . 

Wm.  Blyth, 

Robert  Miller, 

Wm.  Miller, 

Jamxr  Young, 

Jno.  Davis, 

John  Mitghel, 

John  Pattdson, 

Samuel  Stevens, 

John  Fox, 

Charles  Pattison, 

John  Foster,  ^ 

Wm.  M'Coskry, 

Andrew  Colhoun, 

James  Stackpols, 

William  Selle, 

James  Robb, 

Samuel  Anderson, 

Rebert  Robb, 

Samuel  Hunter, 

w.  forstkr, 

Nath.  Smyth, 

of  ye  County  Cumberland.     In  Council 


Petition  from  Cumberland  County,  1756. 

Tbe  Humble  Suplieation  of  the  Remaining  part  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  East  Penborrow  township,  in  ComWland  County,  Leting 
your  Worship  know  some  part  of  our  Melanooly  State  we  are  in  at 
present  by  the  Savage  Indians,  which  has  not  only  kild  our  Chris* 
tian  Neighbours,  but  are  coming  nearer  to  us  in  their  Late  Slaught- 
er, and  Almost  every  Day  numbers  of  our  frontires  are  Laving  their 
places  and  traviling  further  Down  amongst  the  Inhabitants,  and  we 
are  made  Quite  uncapable  of  holding  our  frontires  Grood  any  Longer, 
unless  your  Worship  can  prevail  with  our  Hon^*  GU>vernour  and 
Assembly,  be  please  to  Send  us  Speedy  Relife.  May  it  pleas  all 
to  whom  this  shall  Con^e  to  Consider  what  an  Evil  Case  we  will  be 
Exposed  to  in  Leaving  our  places,  and  Grain  and  Cattle,  for  we  are 
Bot  able  to  boy  Provisions  for  our  familys,  much  Less  for  our  Cattle. 
And  to  live  here  we  Cannot,  we  are  so  Weake  handed,  and  what  is 
unmoved  is  not  provided  with  Guns  and  Amunition,  and  we  have 

*  S«e  Oolon.  Rec.  Vol.    VII,,  p.  248. 
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ftgre«d  with  a  gud  of  foutteen  men  in  number,  and  if  H  were  in 
our  power  to  pay  for  a  Qeafd  we  skonld  be  Satiflfyed,  but  we  are  not 
aUo  to  pay  uiem. 

Beging  for  God's  Sake  you  may  take  pity  upon  onr  familys,  and 
iheir  necessities  may  be  consider^  by  idl  Gentlem^  that  has  the 
Charge  of  Us. 

Dated  Angast  y*  24»  1766. 

by  the  hnmUe  Bequist  of  what  Bemaines  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
onr  township^  to  the  Bev^  Biehard  Fetters,  Seeratory,  in  Phekdel* 
phia. 

beging  Qod  to  Command  A  blessing  upon  yonr  Endeavoorti. 

William  Chasnut,  Tobias  Hendrix, 

John  Sample,  John  MoCobmioK; 

Frances  MoGuibE;  Bodger  Walton, 

James  McMullen,  Bobert  McWhinet, 

Samuel  McCormick,  James  Silletn. 

Indorsed.  • 

Bequest  of  Inhajbitants  of  East  Pennsboroughi  reod  28  AogS 
1756. 


Capt.  Lloyd  to  Edw'd  Shippbk,  1756. 

Aug*.  24th,  1756. 

Dear  Sir,  ' 

IPindiog  on  my  Arrival  at  this  Place  that  there  was  a  Quantity  of 
Provisions  &  Ammunition  here  in  Store  for  the  Use  of  the  Garrison 
at  Shamokin,  I  concluded  to  wait  here  and  take  the  Command  of 
a  Convoy  which  the  Commissary  was  preparing  to  send  off,  and  for 
that  Purpose  wrote  by  Express  to  Colonel  Clapham,  requestlDg  him 
to  send  me  a  sufficient  Escort  &  proper  officers,  as  I  had  sufficient 
Beason  to  apprehend  that  amongst  the  Banditti  which  in  all  Proba- 
bility bcseig'd  the  Beads,  there  might  be  some  Persons  capable  of 
reading  either  French  or  English,'!  thought  it  best,  as  the  Letter 
conve/d  Intelligence  of  a  largo  Supply  of  Provisions  &  Ammunition 
to  write  in  Latin,  which  accordingly  I  did  and  very  fortunately,  for 
of  the  two  Couriers  I  sent,  the  one  who  had  my  Letter  in  Possession 
was  killed,  scalp'd  &  plundered,  the  other  made  his  Escape  after 
shooting  the  Indian  who  killed  his  Comrade,  &  reports  that  the 
Number  of  Indians  was  about  fforty,  besides  a  Party  of  no  incon- 
siderable Strength  which  was  then  crossing  the  Biver  on  hearing 
the  Beport  of  the  Guns,  a  Serjeant  of  Veracity,  who  is  this  Minute 
arrived  from  Shamokin,  &  well  versM  in  the  Woods,  assures  me  that 
on  the  Bead  he  observed  the  Tracks  of  3  different  Partys,  the  Num« 
her  of  which  corresponds  with  the  former  Intelligenee;  all  directed 
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towMd*  Tulpeboooea;  I  ihovght  it  mj  Doiy  U>  eonvej  yon  Mm 
Intelligence,  &  wish  the  Country  may  profit  more  than  I  fear  they 
will  hj  the  Alarm ;  every  Man  I  address  here  on  the  Subject^  only 
•tares,  shakes  his  Head,  &  asks  what  can  he  do  ? 

Alas  I  Sir,  If  some  of  you  don't  do  more  than  you  have  done,  if 
you  don't  instantly  exert  yourselves  on  the  Frontier,  the  Frontier 
will  be  entirely  lost;  Cumberland  is  already  abandoned,  k  Limb 
after  Limb  the  whole  will  perish ;  but  I'm  tir'd  of 'this  Theme^  & 
beg  Leave  to  oondude. 

Yours  most  afifeotionately, 


T.  LLOYD. 


Jndorsedf 
24  Aug*.  1756,  Captr  Lloyd  to  E.  Shippen. 


Address  of  Unitas  Fratbum  to  Gov.  Dbnny,*  1756. 

May  it  Please  Your  Honour, 

We,  his  Majesties  most  dutiful  and  Loyal  Subjects,  Members  of 
the  Unitas  Fratrum,  residing  in  Northampton  County  and  Province 
of  Pensylvania,  and  our  United  Brethren  in  said  Province,  having 
with  Pleasure  heard  of  Y'  Hon"  safe  Arrival  in  Philadelphia,  can- 
not but  return  Almighty  God  Thanks  for  his  gracious  Preservation 
of  Y'  H^'  on  your  voyage  at  this  Time  of  Danger. 

We  beg  Leave  to  congratulate  Your  Honour  at  Your  Entrance  on 
this  important  Station,  which  so  immediately  concerns  the  Welfare 
of  so  many  Thousand  People,  and  especially  at  this  critical  Juncture, 
and  we  thankfully  receive  You  as  a  Minister  of  God,  appointed  from 
above,  to  the  Deterring  and  Obstructing  of  Evil,  and  to  the  Encour- 
aging and  promoting  of  that  which  is  good. 

We  also  thank  his  Majesty,  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  King, 
George  the  Sec*,  for  his  paternal  Care  towards  this  Province,  as 
also  towards  all  other  the  Territories  (which  the  Lord  of  Lords  and 
King  of  Kings  has  intrusted  to  Him)  demonstrated  in  sending  Wise 
and  prudent  Governors,  in  his  Name  faithfully  to  promote  the  Wel- 
fare of  this  Country.  May  his  Majesty  enjoy  a  long  and  happy 
Reign  over  us !  and  let  all  the  Enemies  of  his  Koyal  Family  be  as 
Chaff  before  the  Wind,  and  as  Stubble  before  the  Fire. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  that  we  have  hitherto  lived  under  this 
Government  with  Contentment,  and  esteem  ourselves  happy  that  we 
reside  in  a  Country  furnish'd  with  such  good  Laws,  govem'd  by  so 
wise  a  Sovereign,  and  which  by  the  Eegulation  of  the  late  Hono^ 

*  Got.  Morris,  who  entered  upon  Ms  duties  Oct.  8, 1754,  isnowsuooeeded 
by  OoY.  William  Denny,  (under  commission  dated  May  7th,  1756,)  Aug.  20, 
1756.    See  Colon.  Rec.  YoL  YIL  p.  221. 
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Proprietor  W».  Penn,  Esq'^,  of  liappy  Memory,  has  a  Pre-eminence, 
and  if  the  Proprietor*  Qovemor  and  Country  harmonize  together, 
(which  is  onr  earnest  wish)  might  become  the  Flower  of  America. 

The  English  Nation,  as  it  is  in  general  of  generous  Principles, 
not  forcing  any  one's  Conscience  or  restraining  his  Liberty,  but 
leaving  the  Hearts  to  God,  has  also  been  so  favourable  to  our 
Brethren,  as  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  exempt  such  of  them  as 
conscientiously  scruple  the  Taking  of  an  Oath,  and  the  Bearing  of 
Arms.  And  to  the  Praise  of  this  Govern^,  we  must  declare  that 
they  have  hitherto  dealt  with  us  agreeable  to  the  Same,  having 
forced  none  of  us  either  to  take  an  Oath  or  go  to  the  War. 

Our  principal  Endeavour  has  been  to  delight  the  Heart  of  our 
dear  Lord  Jesiis  Christ,  and  to  live  to  his  Honour,  whom  we  adore 
as  our  Creator^  and  who  also  was  manifested  in  the  Flesh,  became 
a  Sacrifice  for  us,  and  redeemed  us  from  the  Dominion  of  Sin  and 
Satan  by  his  own  Blood.  And  we  hope  that  our  labour  has  not 
been  in  Vain,  altho'  we  must  confess  that  we  are  infinitely  indebted 
to  Him  still. 

Oar  next  Concern  has  been  to  make  the  Offices  of  Govern*  ^which 
are  in  themselves  heavy  enoush)  as  easy  and  as  light  as  possible  to 
the  Magistrates,  and  under  them  to  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life 
in  all  Godliness  and  Honesty.  And  to  order  our  Matters  with  such 
Decorum  and  Industry,  that  our  Fellow  Subjects  instead  of  Com- 
plaint against  us,  might  be  rather  induced  to  thank  God  for  sending 
hither  the  Offspring  of  those  Confessors,  of  whom  mapy  Hundreds 
boldly  seal'd  with  their  Blood  that  Truth  which  they  knew  to  be 
the  Word  of  God;  with  regard  to  this  Point,^  all  those  who  know  us 
right,  will,  we  hope,  have  a  favourable  opinion  of  us. 

Thirdly,  ever  since  we  came  into  the  Country,  our  hearty  desire 
has  been  for  the  Furtherance  of  the  Gospel  among  the  poor  Heathen, 
who  are  the  most  miserable  Slaves  of  the  Devil,  and  worship  him 
still  as  their  God.  In  order  to  bring  them  effectually  acquainted 
with  the  Way  of  Life,  which  is  Jesus  Christ,  that  is,  to  believe  on 
Him,  to  love  Him,  and  to  be  obedient  to  Him.  Our  blessed  Saviour 
has  also  given  some  success  to  this  our  undertaking  by  rendring 
thro'  the  Gospel  many  a  Monster,  (for  such  they  are  till  they  come 
to  him)  not  only  humanized,  but  also  Lovers  of  their  Creator.  And 
ft  little  Flock  of  suph  Indians  there  are  living  with  us  in  Bethlehem, 
and  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  War,  having  from  the 
Beginning  desired  and  enjo/d  as  Children  the  protection  of  this 
Government.  We  beg  Leave  herewith  heartily  to  recommend  them 
to  Y'  Honour's  Protection  and  Favour. 

As  to  the  Eecompence  we  have  had  from  the  Savages  for  all  the 
Faithfulness  shewn  to  them  for  all  our  dangerous  Journeys  to  them, 
and  Perils  among  them,  need  not  now  be  related,  it '  being  already 
notoriously  known. '  Yet  this  shall  not  discourage  us  from  proceed- 
ing to'use  our  best  Endeavours  to  bring  those  poor  Creatures,  pos- 
sessed by  more  than  One  demon,  to  Faith  in  Christ. 
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We  conclude  with  recommending  this  and  all  other  Our  Congre- 
gations in  this  Province  to  Y'  Honour's  kind  Favour  and  Protection, 
at  the  same  time  sincerely  beseeching  God  to  give  Y'  Honour  Wis- 
dom, Courage  and  Success  in  all  your  Undertakings,  for  the  good  of 
the  Coontry  during  your  Administration  in  Government. 
We  are  with  all  Respect  Y'  Honour's 

most  obedient  and  humble  Serv*". 
Bethlehem,  Aug.  21, 1756. 

Sign'd  in  Behalf  of  the  above  mendoned  Members  of  the  Unitas 
Fratrum  and  their  United  Brethren.  Joseph,  alias  Augustus  Gott- 
lieb Spangenberg,  Ordinarii  Uni talis  Fratrum  Vicarius  Gcneralis  in 
America. 

M.  P.  P. 

Jndorsedf 

Address  of  the  Unitas  Fratrum,  24  Aug*.  1756. 


Ministers,  &c.  of  Christ's  Church  to  Gov.  Denny,  1756, 

To  the  Honourable  William  Benny,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Pr6vince  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent 
&  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

The  Address  of  the  Minister,  Assistabt,  Church  Wardens,  and 
Yestry  Men  of  Christ's  Church,  in  Philadelphia. 

Hay  it  please  your  Honour, 

We,  the  Minister,  Assistant  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  Men  of 
Christ's  Church,  in  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on 
your  safe  Arrival  to  your  Government  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  Members  of  the  Established  Church  of  England,  we  have  the 
greatest  reason  to  hope  your  Honour's  Protection  and  good  Offices 
will  on  every  Occasion  be  kindly  extended  to  us. 

And  we  sioo.rely  pray  that  your  Administration  may  be  attended 
with  PeacCf  Unity  and  Concord  amongst  our  Selves,  and  a  general 
Vigorous  pursuit  of  the  publick  Good. 

Philadelphia,  Aug*.  25, 1756. 

Indorsedf 

Copy,  Address  of  Minister,  Church  Wardens  &  Vestry,  28  Ang^ 
1756.     No  signatures. 
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Address  of  the  Reqiment  of  County  of  Philadelphia  to 
Gov.  Denny,  1766. 

To  the  Honourable  William  DeiiDj,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Gorernor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Coun- 
ties of  New-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  upon  Delaware. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  the  County 
of  Philadelphia. 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

We  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia 
beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  your  Appointment  and  safe  arrival, 
to  the  Government  of  this  Province. 

The  excellent  Character  we  have  had  the  Pleasure  to  receive  of 
your  Honour,  with  respect  to  your  skill  both  in  civil  and  military 
afiairs,  gives  us  the  agreeable  Hopes  that  your  Administration  will 
be  attended  with  the  most  extraordinary  advantages  to  this  Pro- 
vince. And  we  trust,  that  among  the  many  Objects  to  which  your 
Honour's  Care  and  Regard,  will  undoubtedly  extend,  you  will  favour 
this  Regiment  with  your  Countenance  and  Protection. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Honour,  that  we  shall  always  think 
ourselves  in  duty  bound  chearfully  to  obey  your  Commands  as  our 
Captain  General,  and  afford  you  the  best  assistance  in  our  Power  in 
the  Execution  of  any  undertaking  your  Honour  may  think  neces- 
safy,  to  repel  the  Invasions  of  our  Savage  and  treacherous  Enemies. 
And  permit  us  to  add,  that  nothing  could  give  us  greater  Satisfac- 
tion than  to  see  your  Honour  easy  and  happy  in  your  Government, 
and  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  People  rejoicing  under  the  influence 
of  your  mild  Administration. 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  the  Officers  by        . 

JACOB  DUCHB,  Lt.  Col. 
■    August  28th,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Address  of  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  the  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, delivered  28th  August,  1756,  and  answer  to  it. 


Reply  of  Gov.  Dbnny  to  Regiment  of  Philad'a,  1756. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  kind  address  does  me  a  great  deal  of  honour,  k  I  shall  be 
glad  of  every  opportunity  of  showing  my  regard  for  the  Officers  k 
Regiment  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia. 

I  am  very  much  obLged  to  you  for  your  ready  offers  of  entering 
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upon  action;  &  the  Loyalty  you  express  for  the  Berrioe  of  your  King 
&  Country. 


Sir  Thos.  Robinson  to  "Deputy  Gov.  op  Pknna."*  1756, 

Whitehall,  28th  August,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  Lords  Justices  having  thought  it  necessary  to  appoint  with- 
out Loss  of  Time,  a  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  ia 
North  Ainerica,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Major  General  Braddock, 
who  was  killed  in  the  unfortunate  affair  of  the  9th  of  last  month  on 
tho  Mononghela;  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  Major  General  Shirley 
is  ordered  to  take  upon  him,  till  His  Majesty's  farther  Pleasure 
shall  be  signifyed,  that  Command,  with  like  Powers,  with  which 
Major  General  Braddock  held  the  same,  and  as  Mr.  Shirley  is  fur- 
nished with  Copies  of  every  order,  Letter  &  Instruction  that  has 
been  sent  from  henoe,  at  any  Time,  to,  or  received  from  his  Prede- 
oossor  'f  you  may  correspou^l  with  him,  and  apply  to  him  upon  every 
occasion,  and  upon  all  points,  in  such  manner  as  you  was  empowered 
to  do,  to  Major  General  Braddock,  &  you  will  not  only  regularly 
observe  such  Directions  as  you  shall  receive  from  him  thereupon. 
But  will  also  transmit  to  Him  forthwith  Copies  of  your  whole  Cor- 
respondence with  the  late  Major  General  Braddock  sinoe  his  first 
arrival  in  North  America. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

T.  ROBtNSON. 

P.  8.  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  1st.  past. — ^T.  R. 

Deputy  Gov  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indoned. 

Duplicate,  Sr.  Tho.  Bobinson,  28  Aug^  1756. 


Peter  Bard  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Fort  Augusta,  Septemb'  ye  4th,  1756. 
May  it  please  your  Honour, 

This  will  be  deliver'd  your  honour  by  Mr.  Robert  Erwen  the 
Wagon  Master  who  is  going  down  in  order  to  provide  some  more 
Teams.  Cap^  Lloyd  arrived  here  the  first  instant,  &  with  htm 
sundry  things  which  was  much  wanted,  particularly  flour,  which 
came  in  very  good  season,  as  we  had  not  more  left  than  would  last 
above  three  days,  the  whole  brought  up  by  horses,  as  the  river  oon- 

*  Then  Gov.  Morris. 
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tintieB  yet  so  low  that  it  is  .not  nayigable  for  tbe  battoes,  &  a  party 
goes  down  to  morow  with  the  horses  to  fetch  np  what  may  be  left, 
what  provisions  we  have  now  here  will  exclusive  of  the  Cattle,  last 
about  three  weeks,  I  was  oblidg'd  some  time  before  this  supply  came 
to  reduce  the  people's  allowance  of  flour  and  give  them  part  peas, 
otherwise  it  would  have  been  gone  many  days  before,  I  mentioned 
to  the  Commissioners  that  if  they  were  to  provide  a  quantaty  of  Cal- 
livance  peas,  which  I  believe  might  be  bought  cheap  in  the  Country 
would  be  of  great  service  in  this  regiment,  &  would  help  to  spin  out 
the  other,  provisions.  The  fort  is  now  almost  finished,  &  a  fine  one 
it  is,  we  want  a  good  large  flag  to  grace  it.  On  the  23d  past,  one 
of  the  soldiers  was  coming  here  from  Harrisse's  Express,  &  fifteen 
miles  from  this  fort  was  murder'd  &  scalp' t,  the  party  that  went  to 
escort  Cap^  Lloyd  fon«d  and  buryM  him,  &  last  Sunday  morning 
one  of  our  people  who  attended  the  Cattle,  went  to  the  Spring  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  fort,  &  while  he  was  drinking  was  shot,  and 
afterwards  scalp't  and  Tommahawk't,  there  was  Immediately  a  party 
sent  in  quest  of  them  but  could  not  come  up  with  them,  Chegray 
says  he  is  satisfy'd  they  were  Dellawares;  a  few  nights  since  a 
Dutch  man  came  here,  he  made  his  Escape  from  the  Indians  at 
Alligany,  he  was  one  of  the  soldiers  at  fort  Grandviel,  &  was  taken 
when  that  fort  was  distroy'd,  he  can  give  very  little  account  of  the 
engagement  or  the  number  of  the  enemy,  he  says  he  was  hurry'd 
away  by  a  few  Indians,  &  another  party  went  with  some  more  of 
the  prisoners,  so  that  they  were  divided,  the  Col*,  writes  your 
Honour  by  this  Opportunity,  to  whom  I  refer  for  farther  particulars. 
I  am, 

Your  honour's 

Most  Oblidged 
humble  serv^, 

PETER  BARD. 
On  the  other  side  Sr,  is  a  List  of  what  was  in  Store  before  Cap^ 
Lloyd  came,  and  what  came  with  him. 
Provisions  in  Store  Septemb'  ye  Ist. 
46  bb"  beef  &  porke.  5  Do.  of  peas. 

9  Do.  of  flour.  1  Bullock. 

Brought  up  Septemb'  ye  1st. 
'3  Cent  powder.  11  frying  pans. 

6  Do.  of  Lead.  1  Stock  Lock. 

92  Pair  of  Shoes.  a  Lump  of  Chalk. 

4  Lanthoms.  27  bags  flour  ab*  5000  wt. 

1801  grape  shot.  4  Iron  Squares. 

46  hand  granades^  12  Carpinters  Compasses. 

58  Canon  ball.  1  ream  writeing  paper. 

50  blankets.  4  quire  Cateredge  Do.. 

4  bras  kettels.  some  match  rope  very  ordinary. 

6  falling  axes.  33  head  of  Cattle. 
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Directum, 

(On  his  Majesties  Service) — To  The  Honourable  BoVert  BTtinter 
Morris,  Esq.,  Governour  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  ProYinoe  of 
Pennsylvania. 

^  Mr.  Erwen. 

Indarted. 
4di  Septr.,  175fi,  Peter  Bard^  Commissary. 


Col.  Olapham  to  Benj.  Franklin,  1766. 

The  Bearer,  Michael  McGuirei  inlisted  as  a  private  Soldier  for  the 
Term  of  three  months,  in  (he  Service  of  the  Province,  he  has  not 
only  daring  that  time  ^hav'd  himself  soberly  &  well  as  a  Soldier, 
but  has  also  been  particularly  useful  as  an  Overseer  and  Carpenter 
in  the  Building  the  Fort ;  the  term  of  his  Inlistment  expired  a 
month  ago,  and  as  he  is  Capable  of  earning  more  in  the  Practice  of 
his  Business  than  his  Pay  amounts  to,  he  is  now  come  to  offer  his 
further  Services  to  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  on  reasonable 
termsr^if  the  Government  designs  to  strengthen  this  Post  by  doub- 
ling the  Fort  w*^  another  Case  of  Logs,  and  filling  up  the  interme- 
diate Space  with  Earth,  in  order  to  render  it  Cannon  proof,  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  done,  such  a  man  will  be  particularly  serviceable, 
at  least  I  coul'd  not  refuse  him  this  Certificate  of  his  Merit — and  am. 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 
Fort  Augusta,  7**  Sept',  1756. 
Directed. 

To  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'.,  Philadelphia. 
Indorzed, 

Col.  Clapham,  ab*  Michael  MoGuire,  a  Carpenter. 
Sept'  7,  1756. 


Extract  op  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Clapham  to 
B.  Franklin,  dated 

Sept'  8, 1736. 
''  This  Post,  which  is  in  my  Opinion  of  the  utmost  Consequence 
**  to  the  Province,  is  already  defensible  against  all  the  Power  of 
<'  Musquetry,  but  as  it  is  from  the  Nature  of  its  Situation,  expoe'd 
^<  to  a  more  formidable  Descent  from  the  West  Branch,  it  oughty  I 
'<  think,  to  be  render'd  Still  Stronger,  for  which  Purpose  a  greater 
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'<  Namber  of  Horses  and  Teams  are  necessary.  'Tis  likewise  er- 
<'  pedient  that  this  Garrison  Should  be  Suppl/d  with  at  least  Six 
'<  Months  Provisions^  and  Stores  equivalent/' 

Indorsed, 

Extract  of  Coll*  Claphams  Lre  of  8  Sept',  to  B.  F. 


Col.  John  Armstrong's  Account  op  Expedition  against 

^  KiTTANNING,   1756. 

Fort  Littleton,  Sept'  14"«,  1756. 
May  it  please  your  Hon' : 

Agreeable  to  mine  of  the  29"^  nlt«.,  We  maroh'd  from  Fort 
Shirley  the  Day  following,  and  on  Wednesday,  the  Third  In- 
stant, join'd  our  advanced  Party  at  the  Beaver  Dams,  a  few  miles' 
from  Franks  Town,  on  the  North  Branch  of  Juniata.  We  were 
there  informed  that  some  of  our  men  having  been  out  upon  a  Scout 
had  discovered  the  Tracks  of  two  Indians,  about  three  miles  on  this 
Side  of  the  Alleghcnny  Mountain,  and  but  a  few  miles  from  the 
Gamp.  From  the  Freshness  of  the  Tracks,  their  killing  of  a  Cub 
Bear,  and  the  marks  of  their  Fires,  it  seem'd  Evident  they  were 
not  Twenty  four  Hours  before  us,  which  might  be  look'd  upon  as  a 
particular  Providence  in  our  Favour,  that  we  were  not  discovered. 
Next  morning  we  decamp'd,  And  in  two  Days  came  within  Fifty 
miles  of  the  I^ittanning.  It  was  then  adjudged  necessary  to  send 
some  persons  to  reconnoitre  the  Town,  and  to  get  the  best  Intelli- 
gence they  could  concerning  the  Situation  and  Position  of  the  Ene- 
my ;  Whereupon  an  officer,  with  one  of  the  Pilots  and  two  Soldiers, 
were  sent  off  for  that  Purpose.  The  Day  following  We  met  them 
on  their  Return,  and  they  informed  us  that  the  Roads  were  entirely 
clear  of  the  Enemy,  and  that  they  had  the  greatest  Reason  to  be- 
lieve they  were  not  discovered,  but  from  the  Rest  of  the  Intelligence 
they  gave  it  appeared  they  had  not  been  nigh  enough  the  Town, 
either  to  perceive  the  true  Situation  of  it,  the  Number  of  the  Ene- 
my, and  what  Way  it  might  most  advantageously  be  attacked.  We 
Continued  our  March,  in  order  to  get  as  near  the  Town  as  possible 
that  Night,  so  as  to  be  able  to  attack  it  next  morning  about  Day 
Light,  but  to  our  great  Dissatisfaction,  about  Nine  or  Ten  o' Clock 
at  Night,  one  of  our  G-uides  came  and  told  Us  that  he  perceiv'd  a 
Fire  by  the  Road  Side,  at  which  he  saw  two  or  three  Indians  a  few 
Perches  Distant  from  our  Front;  Whereupon,  with  all  possible  si- 
lence, I  ordered  the  Rear  to  Retreat  about  one  Hundred  Perches  in 
Order  to  make  Way  for  the  Front,  that  We  might  consult  how  we 
could  best  proceed  without  being  discovered  by  the  Enemy.  Soon 
after  the  Pilot  return'd  a  Second  Time,  &  assured  us,  from  the  best 
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ObeerratioDs  lie  con'd  mAke,  tliere  wen  nol  a}xy?6  ibree  or  I\9ar  In- 
dians  at  the  Fm^  On  whioh  it  was  proposed  that  we  ahoa'd  immedi* 
atolj  sorroand  and  oat  them  off,  but  this  waa  thought  too  hasardoms^ 
for  if  but  one  of  the  Enemy  had  escap'd;  It  woa'd  have  been  the 
Means  of  diaoovering  the  whole  Design ;  and  the  Light  of  the  Moon 
on  whioh  depended  oar  advantageonsfy  poeting  our  men^  and  atlaok* 
ine  the  Town,  woa'd  not  admit  of  oar  staying  until  the  Indians  fell 
asleep,  On  whioh  it  was  agreed  to  leaye  Lieutenant  Hogg  with 
tireWe  Men,  and  the  Person  who  firpt  disooyer'd  the  Fire,  with  Or- 
ders to  wateh  the  Bnem j,  but  not  to  attaok  them  till  Break  of  Day^ 
and  then,  if  possible,  to  cut  them  off.  It  was  also  agreed,  (we  be- 
lieving our  selves  to  be  but  about  Six  miles  from  tho  Town)  to  leave 
the  Horses,  many  of  them  being  tir^d,  with  what  Blankets  and  otlfer 
Baggage  we  then  had,  and  to  take  a  Circuit  off  the  Road,  which  was 
very  rough  and  incommodious  on  Account  of  the  Stones  and  fellen 
Timber,  in  Order  to  prevent  our  being  heard  by  the  Bnemy  at  the 
Fire  Place.  This  Interruption  much  retarded  our  march,  but  a  still 
greater  loss  arose  from  the  Ignoranee  of  our  Pilot,  who  neither  knew 
the  true  Situation  of  the  Town  nor  the  best  Paths  that  lead  thereto; 
By  which  means,  after  crossing  a  Number  of  Hills  and  Valleys 
our  Front  reaeh'd  the  River  Ohio,  about  one  hundred  Perehes 
below  the  main  Body  of  the  Town,  a  little  before  the  Setting 
of  the  Moon,  To  which  place,  rather  than  by  the  Pilots,  we 
we  were  guided  by  the  beating  of  the  Drum  and  the  Whooping  of 
the  Warriors  at  their  Dance.  It  then  became  us  to  make  the  best 
use  of  the  remaining  Moon  Light^  but  ere  we  were  aware  an  Indian 
whistled  in  a  very  singular  manner  about  thirty  Perches  from  our 
Front  in  the  Foot  of  a  Corn  Field ;  Upon  which  we  immediately 
sat  down,  and  after  passing  Silence  to  the  Rear  I  asked  one  Baker, 
a  Soldier,  who  was  our  best  assistant,  whether  that  was  not  a  Sigvai 
to  the  Warriors  of  our  approach.  He  answered  No,  &  said  it  was 
the  Manner  of  a  young  Fellow's  calling  a  Squa  after  be  bad  done 
his  Dance,  who  accordingly  kindled  a  Fire,  clean'd  his  Gun  &  shot  it 
off  before  he  went  to  Sleep.  All  this  Time  we  were  obliged  to  lay 
miiet  and  hush,  till  the  Moon  was  ftiirly  set ;  Immediately  after  a 
riFumber  of  Fires  appeared  in  different  places  in  the  Com  j^ld,  by 
which  Baker  said  the  Indians  lay,  the  Night  being  Warm  &  thai 
these  Fires  would  immediately  be  out,  as  they  were  only  designed 
to  disperse  the  Onats.  By  this  Time  it  was  Break  of  Day,  and  the 
Men,  having  marched  Thirty  Miles,  were  mostly  asleep ;  the  Tnne 
being  long,  the  three  Company's  of  the  Rear  wore  not  yet  brought 
over  the  last  Precipice.  For  those  some  proper  Hands  were  imme* 
diately  dispatched,  and  the  weary  Soldiers  being  roused  to  their 
Feet,  a  proper  Number  under  sundry  officers  were  ordered  to  take 
the  End  of  the  Hill  at  which  we  then  lay,  and  march  along  the  Top 
of  the  s*  Hill  at  least  one  hundred  perehes  and  so  touch  farther,  it 
then  being  Day  Light,  as  would  carry  them  opposite  the  upper  Part, 
or  at  least  the  Body  of  the  Town,  For  the  lower  Part  thereof  and 
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tbe  Oorn  Field,  preBnwiiig  tbe  Warriors  were  there,  I  kept  rather 
the  larger  Namber  of  the  Men  promisiog  to  postpone  the  Attack  in 
that  Part  for  Eighteen  or  -TweDty  Minutes,  nntill  the  Detachment 
along  the  Hill  should  have  Time  to  advaaoe  to  the  Place  assigned 
them.  In  Doing  of  which  they  were  a  little  unfortunate.  The 
Time  being  elapsed,  the  Attack  was  begun  in  the  Com  Field  and  the 
Men  with  all  £aq>edition  possible  dispatched  thro'  the  several  Parts 
thereof,  a  Party  being  also  dispatched  to  the  Houses  which  were  then 
disoorered  by  tbe  Light  of  the  Day.  Gap^  Jaoob  immediately  then 
gave  the  War  Whoop,  and  with  Sundry  other  Indians,  as 'the 
English  Prisoners  afterwards  told,  cried  the  White  Men  were  at  last 
come,  they  would  then  have  Scalps  enough,  but  at  the  Same  Time 
ordered  their  Sq-ua's  and  Children  to  flee  to  the  Woods.  Our  Men 
with  great  Eagerness  passed  thro'  and  fired  in  the  Corn  Field,  where 
they  had  several  Returns  from  the  ^emy,  as  they  also  had  from  the 
opposite  Side  of  the  River.  Presently  after  a  brisk  Fire  begun 
among  the  Houses,  which  from  the  House  of  Cap*  Jacob  was  return- 
ed with  a  great  Deal  of  Resolution,  to  which  place  I  immediately 
repaired,  and  found  that  from  tbe  Advantage  of  the  House  and  Port 
Holes  sundry  of  our  People  were  wounded  and  some  killed,  and 
finding  that  returning  the  Fire  upon  the  House  was  ineffectual. 
Ordered  the  contiguous  Houses  to  be  set  on  Fire  which  was  perform* 
ed  by  sundry  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  with  a  great  Deal  of 
Activity,  the  Indians  always  firing  whenever  an  object  presented 
itself,  &  seldom  mist  of  wounding  or  killing  some  of  our  people. 
From  which  House,  in  moving  about  to  give  the  necessary  Orders  & 
Directions  I  received  a  Wound  with  a. large  Musket  Ball  in  the 
Shoulders.  Sundry  persons,  during  the  Actions,  were  ordered  to 
tell  the  Indians  to  Surrender  themselves  Prisoners,  but  one  of  the 
Indians  in  particular  answered  and  said  he  was.  a  Man  and  would  not 
be  a  Prisoner;  Upon  which  he  was  told  in  Indian  he  would  be  burnt. 
To  this  he  answered  he  did  not  care,  for  he  would  kill  four  or  five 
before  he  died,  and  had  we  not  desisted  from  exposing  ourselves  they 
would  have  killed  .a  great  many  more,  they  having  a  Number,  of 
loaded  Ouns  by  them.  As  the  Fire  began  to  approach  &  the 
Smoak  grew  thick  one  of  the  Indian  Fellows  to  shojv  his  Manhood 
began  to  sing.  A  Squa  in  the  same  House  &  at  the  same  Time  was 
heard  to  ctjA  make  a  noise,  but  for  so  doing  was  severely  rebuked 
by  the  Man,  but  by  and  by  the  Fire  being  too  hot  for  them,  two 
Indian  Fellows  and  a  Squa  sprung  out  and  made  for  the  Com  Field, 
who  were  immediately  shot  down  by  our  People,  then  surrounding 
the  Houses  it  was  thought  Cap*  Jacob  tumbled  himself  out  at  a 
Oarret  or  Cock  Loft  Window,  at  which  he  was  Shot ;  our  Prisoners 
offering  to  be  qualified  to  the  Powder  Horn  and  Pouch  there  taken 
off  him,  which  they  say  he  had  lately  got  from  a  French  Officer  in 
Exchange  for  Lieut*  Armstrong's  Boots,Vbich  he  carried  from  Fort 
Oranville  where  the  Lieut,  was  killed.  The  same  Prisoners  say  they 
are  perfectly  assured  of  his  Scalp,  as  no  other  Indians  there  woco 
Vol.  U.— 33 
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their  Hair  in  the  same  mnmer.    The  alae  mj  thej  know  Us  Squas' 
8oa1p  hj  a  partioalar  Boh,  and  also  kaoir  the  Soslp  a  Young  Indian 
^lled  the  King's  Son.     Before  this  Time  Oap^  Hngh  Meit«r,  w1m> 
early  in  the  Action  was  woanded  in  the  Arm,  had  been  taken  to  the 
Top  of  a  Hill  above  the  Town,  To  whom  a  Nusiber  of  the  Men 
and  some  of  the  Officers  were  gathered.  From  wbeooe  they  had 
discovered  some  Indians  cross  the  River  and  take  the  HiU  with  an 
Intention,  as  they  thoaght,  to  snrroand  us  and  cut  off  our  Estreat, 
from  whom  I  had  sandry  pressing  Messages  to  leave  the  Houses  and 
retreat  to  the  Hills  ct  we  should  all  be  cut  off,  but  to  this  coa'd 
by  no  means  consent  until  all  the  Houses  were  set  on  Fire,  tho'  our 
spreading  upon  the  Hills  appeared  very  necessary,  yet  did  it  prevent 
our  Researches  of  the  Goru  Field  &  River  Side  by  which  Means 
sundry  Scalps  were  left  behind  and  doubtless  some  Squas,  children 
and  English  Prisoners  that  otherwise  might  have  been  got.     Duriog 
the  burning  of  tho  houses,  which  were  Near  thirty  in  Number,  we 
were  agreeably  entertained  with  a  quick  Succession  of  charged  G  una 
gradually  firing  off  as  reached  by  the  Fire,  but  much  more  so  with 
the  vast  Explosion  of  sundry  Bags  and  large  Gags  of  Gunpowder, 
wherewith  almost  every  House  abounded,  the  prisoners  afterwards 
informing  that  the  Indians  had  frequently  said  they  had  a  sufficient 
Stock  of  Ammunition  for  ton  Years  War  with  the  English.     With 
tho  Roof  of  Cap^  Jacob's  House,  when  the  Powder  blew  up,  was 
thrown  the  Leg  &  Thigh  of  an  Indian,  with  a  child  of  three  or  four 
years  old,  to  such  a  height  that  they  appeared  as  Nothing,  &  fell  in 
the  adjacent  Corn  Field.    There  was  aUio  a  great  Quantity  of  Groods 
burnt  which  the  Indians  had  received  in  a  present  but  ten  days  be- 
fore from  the  French.     By  this  time  I  had  proceeded  to  the  HUl  to 
have  my  Wound  tied  up  and  the  Blood  stopped,  where  the  Prisoners 
which  in  the  Morning  had  come  to  our  People  informed  me  that  that 
very  Day  two  Battoes  of  Freneh  Men,  with  a  large  Party  of  Dela- 
ware and  French  Indians  were  to  join  Gap*  Jacob  at  the  Kittanning 
and  to  set  out  early  the  next  morning  to  take  Fort  Shirley,  or  as 
they  called    it,    George    Groghan's    Fort,  and  that  twenty  four 
Warriors,  who   bad  lately  come  to  the  Town,  were  set  out  be- 
fore them  tho  Evening  before,  for  what  purpose   they  did  not 
know,  whether  to  prepare  Meat,  to  spy  the  Fort  or  to  make  an 
Attack  on  some  of  our  back  Inhabitants.     Soon  after,  upon  a 
little  reflection,  we  were  convinced  these  Warriors  were  all  at  the  fire 
we  had  discovered  but  the  Night  before,  and  began  to  doubt  the 
Fate  of  Lieut'  Hogg  &  his  Party.     From  this  Intelligence  of  the 
Prisoners,  our  Provisions  being  scaffolded  some  thirty  miles  bac^, 
except  what  were  in  the  men's  Haver  Sacks,  which  were  left  with 
the  hones  and  blankets,  with  Lieut*  Hogg  and  his  ptrty,  and  a 
Number  of  wounded  people  then  on  hand,  by  the  advice  of  the  offi- 
cers it  was  thought  imprudent  then  to  wait  for  the  cutting  down  the 
Corn  Field  (which  was  before  designed)  but  immediately  to  collect 
our  woundea  and  force  our  march  back  in  the  best  manner  we  oou'd, 
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irbioli  we  did  bj  oolleoting  a  few  Indian  Hones  ie  eairry  of  oar 
wounded.  From  the  apprehensions  of  being  waylaid  and  smw 
rounded;  (espedallj  by  some  of  the  Woodsmen,)  it  was  diffioalt  to 
Jceep  the  men  together,  onr  marob  for  sundry  miles  not  exceeding 
two  miles  an  hour,  which  apprehensions  were  beightned  by  the 
attempts  of  a  few  Indians,  who  for  some  time  after  the  marob  fir'd 
npon  each  wing  snd  immediately  ran  off,  from  whom  we  received  no 
other  damage  but  one  of  our  mens  being  wounded  thro'  both  legs. 
Oap^  Mercer  being  wounded  was  induc'd,  as  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  by  some  of  his  men  to  leave  the  main  body  with  his  ensign, 
John  Scott  and  ten  or  twelve  men,  they  being  heard  tell  him  that 
we  w<are  in  great  danger,  and  that  they  cou'd  take  hiitf  into  the  road 
a  nigh  w&y,  is  probably  lost  there  being  yet  no  ace'  of  him,  &  the 
most  of  the  men  come  in.  A  Detachment  was  sent  ba6k  to  bring 
bim  in  but  eou'd  not  find  him,  and  upon  the  return  of  the  Detach- 
Boent,  it  was  generally  reported  he  was  seen  with  the  above  Number 
of  men  take  a  different  road.  Upon  our  return  to  the  place  where 
the  Indian  Fire  had  been  discovered  the  night  before,  We  met  with 
a  Serj*  of  Cap^  Mercers  bompany,  and  two  or  three  other  of  his 
men  who  had  deserted  us  that  morning  immediately  after  the  action 
at  the  Eittanning;  These  men  on  running  away  had  met  with 
Lieu^  Hogg  who  lay  wounded  in  two  different  Parts  of  bis  Body  by 
the  road  side ;  He  there  told  them  of  the  Fatal  Mistake  of  the  Pilot 
who  had  assur'd  us  there  were  but  three  Indians  at  the  most  at  the 
Fire  place,  but  when  he  came  to  attack  them  that  morning  according 
to  orders  he  found  a  Number  considerably  Superior  to  hia  and  be- 
lieves they  killed  or  mortally  wounded  three  of  them  the  first  Fire. 
After  which  a  Warm  Engagement  began  and  continued  for  above 
an  hour  when  three  of  his  best  men  were  kill'd  and  himself  twice 
wounded,  the  Residue  fleeing  off  be  was  oblig'd  to  squat  in  a  thicket 
where  he  might  have  laid  securely  untill  the  main  Body  had  eeme 
up,  if  this  cowardly  Serj'  and  others  that  fled  with  him  had  not 
taken  him  away.  They  had  march'd  but  a  short  space  when  four 
Indians  appear'd,  on  which  these  Deserters  began  to  flee;  The 
Lieu*  then  notwithstanding  his  wounds  as  a  bravo  Soldier  urging  & 
commanding  them  to  stand  and  fight  which  they  all  refus'd :  The 
Indians  pursu'd  killing  one  man  &  wounaing  the  Lieutenant  a  third 
time  thro'  the  Belly  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  hours,  but  he  having 
sometime  before  been  put  on  horseback,  rode  some  miles  from  the 
place  of  action  but  this  last  attack  of  the  Indians  upon  Lieu^  Hogg 
and  the  Deserters  was  by  the  before  mentioned  Serjeant  represented 
to  us  qnite  in  a  different  light,  he  telling  us  that  there  were  a  far 
larger  Number  of  the  Indians  there  than  appear'd  to  them,  and  that 
be  and  the  men  with  him  had  fought  five  rounds.  That  he  had 
there  seen  the  Lieut.  &  sundry  others  kili'd  and  scalp'd,  and  bad 
also  discovered  a  Number  of  Indians  throwing  themselves  before  us, 
and  insinuated  a  great  deal  of  such  Stuff  as  threw  us  into  much  con- 
fusioU;  so  that  the  officers  had  a  great  deal  to  do  to  keep  the  men 
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togeihery  but  o6qM  ttot  preTail  irith  them  ioooDect  what  hones  and 
other  baggage  the  IndtaDS  had  left  after  their  Conquest  of  Liea^ 
Hogg  and  the  Party  under  his  Command  in  the  morning,  except  a 
few  of  the  horsee  whieh  some  of  the  bravest  of  the  men  were  pre- 
vailed on  to  collect;  So  that  from  the  mistake  of  the  Pilot  who  spied 
the  Indians  at  the  Fire,  and  the  cowardice  of  the  said  Serjeant  and 
other  Deserters,  we  here  sustained  a  considerable  loes  of  our  horses 
and  baggage.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  Number  of  the 
Enemy  kill'd  in  the  action,  as  some  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
others  in  different  parts  of  the  com  field,  bat  upon  a  moderate  oom- 
putation  its  generally  believed  Ihere  cannot  be  less  than  thirty  or 
forty  killed  &  mortally  wounded,  as  much  Blood  was  found  in 
sundry  Parts  of  the  corn  field,  and  Indians  seen  in  several  places 
erawl  into  the  woods  on  hands  and  feet^  whom  the  Soldiers  in  pur- 
suit of  others  then  overlooked  expecting  to  find  &  scalp  them  after- 
ward, and  also  several  kill'd  and  wounded  in  crossing  the  River. 
On  beginning  our  march  back  we  had  about  a  Dozen  of  Scalps  and 
eleven  English  Prisoners,  but  now  find  that  four  or  five  of  the  Scalps 
are  missing.  Part  of  which  were  lost  on  the  Road,  and  part  in  pos- 
session of  these  men  who,  with  Cap^  Mercer  seperated  from  the 
main  body,  with  whom  also  went  four  of  the  Prisoners,  the  other 
Seven  being  now  at  this  place  where  we  arrived  on  Sunday  Night, 
not  beiuff  soon  separated  attack'd  thro'  our  whole  march  by  the 
Enemy  tho'  we  expected  it  every  day.  Upon  the  whole,  had  our 
pilots  understood  the  true  Situation  of  the  Town  and  the  Paths 
leading  to  it  so  as  to  have  posted  us  at  a  convenient  place  where  the 
Disposition  of  the  men  and  the  duty  assigned  to  them  could  have 
been  performed  with  greater  advantage,  we  had,  by  Divine  Assbt- 
ance,  destroyed  a  much  greater  Number  of  the  Enemy,  recovered 
more  Prisoners,  and  sustained  less  damage  than  what  we  at  present 
have,  But  tho'  the  advantage  gained  over  these  our  Common  Ene- 
mies is  far  from  being  Satisfactory  to  us,  yet  must  we  not  despise 
the  smallest  Degrees  of  Success  that  God  is  pleased  to  give  espe- 
cially at  a  Time  cf  such  general  calamity  when  the  attempts  of  our 
Enemies  have  been  so  prevalent  and  successful.  I  am  sure  there 
was  the  greatest  Inclinaticg  td  do  more,  had  it  been  in  our  Power, 
as  the  officers  and  most  of  the  Soldiers,  throughout  the  whole  action, 
exerted  themselves  with  as  much  activity  and  resolution  as  could 
possibly  be  expected.  Our  Prisoners  inform  us  the  Indians  have 
for  some  Time*  past  talked  of  fortifying  at  the  Kittanning  and  other 
Towns.  That  the  Number  of  French  at  Fort  du  Quesne  is  about 
four  hundred.  That  the  principal  part  of  their  Provisions  came  up 
the  River  from  the  Mississippi.  And  that  in  the  three  other  Forts 
which  the  French  have  on  the  Ohio,  there  are  not  more  men  taken 
together  than  what  there  are  at  Fort  du  Quesne.  I  hope  as  soon  as 
possible  to  receive  your  flon"  Instructions  with  R3gard  to  the  Dis- 
tribution or  Stationing  of  the  sundry  Company's  in  this  Battalion, 
and  as  a  Namber  of  men  are  now  wanting  in  each  of  the  Companies 
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irhether  or  no  they  shall  be  immediately  fecraited,  and  if  the  sundry 
officers  are  to  reoruit^  that  money  be  speedily  sent  for  that  purpose. 
I  beg  the  Favour  of  your  hon'  as  soon  as  possible  to  furnish  Gover- 
nor Morris  with  a  copy  of  this  letter^  and  the  gentlemen  commis- 
sioners for  the  Province  with  another  as  my  present  Indisposition 
neither  admits  me  to  write  or  dictate  any  more  at  this  time.  In  case 
a  quantity  of  ammunition  is  not  already  sent  to  Carlisle,  it  should 
be  sent  as  soon  as  possible,  and  also  if  the  Companies  are  to  be 
recruited  and  com  pleated  there,  must  be  an  immediate  supply  of 
about  three  hundred  blankets,  as  there  has  been  a  great  many  lost 
in  the  present  Expedition. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  &  missing  of  the 
several  Company's.     I  expect  to  go  to  Carlisle  in  about  four  days. 
I  am, 

Your  Hon" 

^  Most  obed*,  & 

most  h'ble  Serv^, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
To  the  Hon'ble  Governor,  William  .Denny. 

P.  S.  Your  hon"  instructions  with  regard  to  our  prisoners  re- 
covered from  the  Indians  is  necessary,  that  I  mtn^  know  whether  to 
send  them  to  Pbilad'a,  or  deliver  them  to  their  relations  as  your 
hon'  shall  think  fit.^ 

Jnd<n'9ed. 

Fort  Littleton,  Sept.  14,  1756,  Colonel  Armstrong  givin  an 
account  of  his  expedition  to  Kittannin. 


A  List  of  the  Names  of  the  Persons  kiird,  wounded  and  missing, 
out  of  the  several  Companys  employ'd  in  the  late  Expedition 
against  the  Eattanning : 

Lieutenant  Coll.  Jno.  ARMSTRONa's  Compy. 
No.    1.  Thomas  Power, 


2.  John  MoCormiok.  J  ^*^^'^- 


3.  Lieu^  Col'  Armstrongs  ^ 

4.  James  Carruthers, 

5.  James  Strickland, 

6.  Tho-.  Foster, 


.Wounded. 


'  *  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  242  &  257,  where  this  is  printed  but  not  the 
following  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
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Capt/Hamiltons  Compt. 


7.  John  Kelly, 


Eill'd. 


Gapt.  Mercers  Comft. 

8.  John  Baker, 

9.  John  McCartney, 

10.  Patrick  Mullen, 

11.  Cornelius  McGinnis,      ^Kill'd. 

12.  Theophil us  Thompson, 

13.  Dennis  Kilpatrick, 

14.  Bryan  Carrigan, 

15.  Richard  Fizgibhins,  Wounded. 

16.  Cap*.  Hugh  Mercer,^ 

17.  Ensign  John  Scott, 

18.  Etnaauel  Minskey, 

19.  John  Taylor, 

20.  John  |- Missing. 

21.  Francis  Phillips, 

22.  Robert  Morrow, 

23.  Thomas  Burk,  . 

24.  Philip  Pendergnss. 

Capt.  ARMSTBONas  Comft. 


25.  Lien^  James  Hogg, 

26.  James  Anderson; 

27.  Holdoraft  Stringer, 

28.  £dw«  Obrians, 

29.  James  Higgins, 

30.  John  Lasson, 

31.  William  Findley, 

32.  Robert  Robinson, 

33.  John  Ferrol, 

34.  Tho*.  Gamplin, 

35.  Charles  O'Neal, 

36.  John  Lewis, 

37.  W-.  Hunter, 

38.  W-.  Baker, 

39.  George  Appleby, 

40.  Anthony  Grissy, 

41.  Tho-.  Swan. 

Capt.  Wards  Compy. 

42.  W-.  Welch,  Kiird. 

43.  Ephraim  Bratten,  Wounded. 

44.  Patrick  Myers,  '\ 

45.  Lawrence  Donnahow,   V  Missing. 

46.  Samuel  Chambers,       J 


KiU'd. 


Wounded. 


>Mis8ing. 
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Capt.  Pottees  Comft. 

47.  Ensign  James  Potter,  l  Ttr«„„^^j     ' 

48.  Andrew  Douglass,       S  ^^'*^^^^- 

Capt.  Steels  CoMPhr. 

49.  Terence  Cannaberry,        Missing. 

Total  kiird, 17 

Wounded,  ;  .         .         .         13 

Missing,  .      •  .        .        •        •        19 

49 

A  List  of  English  Prisoners  retaken  from  the  Indians  at  the  Kit- 
tanning  : 

1.  Ann  McCord,  Wife  of  Jn».  McCord,  taken  at  McCords  Fort; 
in  Conncgochieg. 

2.  Martha  Thorn,  about  Seven  Years  old,  taken  at  the  same 
place. 

8.  Barbara  Hicks,  taken  at  the  ConoUoways. 

4.  Catherine  Smith,  a  German  Child,  taken  near  Shamokin. 

5.  Marg*  Hood,  taken  near  the  mouth  of  Connegochieg,  in  Ma- 
ryland. 

6.  Tho».  Girty,  taken  at  Fort  Granville. 

7.  Sarah  Kelly,  taken  near  Winchester,  in  Virginia.  ^ 

Besides  one  Woman,  a  Boy  and  two  little  Girls,  who,  with  Cap*. 
Mercer  and  Ensign  Scott,  seperated  from  the  Main  Body,  as  we  be- 
gan our  March  from  Kittanning,  who  are  not  yet  come  in. 

Indortied. 

Letter  from  Col.  Armstrong,  Sept'  14, 1758,  giving  an  Account 
of  his  Expedition  to  Kittanning,  and  desiring  Sundries. 


Extracts  from  Gborgb  Stevenson  to y  1756. 

1>S': 

By  the  Letter  from  Coll*.  Armstrong  to  the  Governor,  you  will 
have  the  Ace*  of  the  Success  of  our  Expedition  ag^  the  Kat- 
tannau.  Such  are  our  Ace**  of  it  that  we  tfre  rejoyoed,  I  hope  Care 
will  be  taken  to  pay  off  these  valliaot  men  with  Honour,  which  will 
be  a  great  Means  of  encourageing  others. 

What  shall  we  do  ?  no  Money  Bill;  no  Militia  Law. 
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Bad  News  from  MinarwL  Bad  News  of  Oawego.  Musi  We  in 
very  Deed  become  a  Province  of  France?  if  so,  fitrewel  Propertj, 
farewel  Liberty,  sweet  Liberty ;  fiirewel  Religion,  instead  of  the  free. 
Exercise  of  our  Holy  Religion,  must  we  have  Persecatioti  f  Images, 
Cmoifizes,  Su^.,  &o*.     AIm  !  Alas  1 

Forgive  me,  D'  S',  I  am  uneasy  Day  &  Night,  &  I  can't  refrain 
opening  a  little  to  yon. 

I  am,  D'  S% 

y  most  Ob*.  Servl 

OEO.  STEVENSON. 
Lane',  17**  Sep',  1756. 
Indorsed, 

Letter  George  Stevenson^  17  Septem,  1756. 


Conversation  between  C.  Weiser  &  Shekellamt,  1756. 

Memorandums  taken  *Sept'  the 
Tachneghdoross  (alias  John  Sbikilimy)  made  answer  to  the  Mes~ 
sage  I  sent  to  him  by  Ogughrudaryhon,  to  wit : 

Oncle  here  I  show  you  the  Belt  of  Wampnm  you  Send  to  me  and 
my  Brethren,  and  our  whole  family,  togetber  with  the  Streng,  and 
a  nother  Streng  sent  to  me  by  Yokarontie,  (Coll.  Glapum) ;  by 
this  Belt  you  reprimanded^  meself  &  my  family  for  mning  away 
from  Shamockin  last  fall  into  a  Wildnessness,  where  we  must  Cer- 
tainly perish  for  want  of  the  neoeasarys  of  life,  and  you  told  us  that 
if  was  a  very  wrong  Step  to  run  away  from  oor  friends,  and  you 
Charged  us,  your  Cousins,  to.  Come  back  either  to  Shomockin  or 
your  own  house  at  Tulpehockin,  or  else  where  in  your  neighbour- 
hood, So  that  you  Could  have  an  opportunity  to  help  as  with  some 
provbions,  and  have  an  open  Eie  over  us,  who  were  like  little  Chil- 
dren and  knew  not  their  own  best.  Oncle,  I  assure  you  that  I  and 
my'Brethren  have  often  repent*  that  we  came  away  from  Shamockin 
and  fleed  up  the  river,  when  we  were  assure  of  your  friendship,  and 
Should  have  fleed  to  your  house.  It  is  true  what  you  said  we  have 
lost  ourselves,  but  we  have  ben  deceived  by  our  near  neighbours  the 
.pelawares,  and  my  brother,  Sayughtowa,  suffered  himself  to  be  laid 
a  stray ;  he  repents  now  and  Sees  his  error,  and  we  all  have  agreed 
to  Come  down  either  to  Shamockin,  our  old  place.  If  we  can  be 
protected  there,  or  to  your  house  as  soon  as  we  Can  with  Safety,  and 
that  some  other  friendly  Indians  will  join  us,  which  have  aliready 
promised  us  to  Come  down  with  us.  Especially  Oguchradarybon  and 
his  family. 

By  your  Streng,  which  was  Secconded  by  Coll.  Clapums,  you  de- 
sired me  in  particular,  that  if  I,  with  my  fieimily.  Could  not  Come 
away  Imediately,  that  I  must  Come  because  you  want  to  Conveis 

*  Indorsed  ISth  September. 
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trUk  ma  altoat  matters  of  momeiii.  I  »m  Gome  wMordiag  to  your 
iBTidation,  and  I  promise  you  tkat  I  shall  be  open  &  free  with  you 
about  every  thing,  and  I  hope  yon  will  be  the  samc^  Considering  the 
long  friendship  subsisting  between  my  family  and  yours ;  my  de<* 
ceased  father  has  Oharged  us  to  be  all  ways  advised  by  you,  and  to 
keep  allways  a  good  Correspondenoe  with  you,  as  to  the  treaty  latly 
held  at  Onontago,  by  Warughyaokon,  with  the  8iz  united  nations; 
you  will  no  doubt  have  heard  from  that  Gentleman,  that  the  united 
nations  have  Gome  into  his  measuresy  that  is  to  say,  the  Mohocks, 
Oneidos  &  Onantagers,  with  the  Tasearroros,  those  having  all  re- 
ceived the  King  of  Great  Brittains  Hatchet  and  danced  the  Warr 
dance,  and  will  Certainly  fight  the  French.  The  Cayhukers,  have 
refused  to  accept  of  it,  saying  that  by  public  treaties  we  were 
obliged  to  stand  neuter;  the  Sinickers  had  sent  no  deputies,  but  the 
old  Belt,  he  that  Came  from  Pensilvania,  took  up  the  Hatchet  in 
behalf  of  his  nation,  (he  being  a  Sinicker)  and  danced  the  Warr 
dance,  but  whether  or  no  It  will  have  any  Effect  upon  the  Sinickers 
is  not  known  as  yet ;  that  M^  Johnson  had  but  it  very  Close  to  the 
deputies  of  the  Delawares  &  Shawanos  about  their  Murdering  the 
people  of  Pensilvania,  and  insisted  upon  to  know  the  reason ;  they, 
the  said  Indians,  Employed  Scarniady  to  give  their  answer  in  open 
Council,  at  Onontago,  which  accordingly  he  did,  to  the  following 
purport.  Brother  Warugbyakon,  you  press  upon  us  to  give  you  the 
reason  why  we  Struck  our  Brethren,  the  people  of  Pensilvania,  you 
know  the  first  beginning  of  it  better  than  we  do.  You  and  the 
French  quarreld  for  the  lands  on  Ohio,  and  the  French  Came  there 
with  a  large  Body  of  men  and  beat  yours  off,  and  so  the  Indians  on 
Ohio  were  in  a  manner  obliged  to  come  into  their  measures,  they  were 
persuaded  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  ag*  the  English,  and  as  they  Came 
in  smal  parties  to  Susquehana  river,  the  prevaild  on  Susquehana  In- 
dians to  go  with  them,  the  bein^  related  to  one  another.  Many  had 
their  fathers,  mothers,  sons  &  daughters  on  Ohio,  and  Could  not 
witlistand  their  request^  being  one  people  they  could  not  resist ;  that 
they  now  saw  their  error,  and  would  be  directed  by  their  uncles  the 
Six  Nations,  but  that  they  Could  not  help  of  finding  a  lite  fault'with 
their  uncles,  who  suffered  the  French  to  pass  thro  their  Country 
without  molestation,  which  afterwards  the  Indians  on  Ohio  pleaded 
to  the  Susquehana  Indians,  and  added  that  the  Six  Nation  were  on 
the  side  of  French ;  that  they,  the  Susquehana  Indian,  were  glad  to 
find  the  Contrary,  and  that  they  now  awaked  as  out  of  a  deep 
sleep,  and  would  trie  all  means  to  make  up  the  Break  with  the  peo* 
pie  of  Pensilvania. 

John,  by  way  of  Complaint,  desired  me  to  acquaint  the  Governor 
of  the  hardships  he  had  suffered,  being  in  a  manner  taken  away  pri- 
soner from  Shamokin,  by  the  Delawares,  and  obliged  to  go  up  the 
the  river  Susquehana,  and  when  by  their  leave  in  a  manner  he  was 
suffered  to  Come  dpwo  to  Philadelphia,  he  was  cnrsed  by  some  of 
the  people  of  Pensilvania  to  his  face  and  threaned  to  be  killed,  and 

33* 
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tlukt  iif  Older  to  stTO  his  life  he  wm  obliged  lo  uftko  hie  Esoqi^  ndl 
allmost  perished  in  the  woods  for  want  of  food,  haveing  ahove  20O 
miles  to  travel  hefore  he  Coald  reach  the  Indian  town,  and  had  noth- 
iDg  to  Eat  hnt  what  he  oould  pick  up  in  the  woods,  haveing  no  gan 
with  him ;  that  he  thought  it  very  hard  that  there  was  no  Bodj 
that  spoke  in  his  favour  among  them  people  on  Sosqaehana,  tho 
they  all  knew  that  he  was  a  Constant  friend  to  the  people  of  Pensil- 
vania  ]  that  ho  desired  them  to  give  him  a  safe  gard  to  Convey  him 
to  his  uncle,  C.  Weiser,  hut  they  would  not  do  it^  and  said  that  0. 
W.  was  as  great  a  Bogue  as  himself. 

John  inquires  what  was  beoome  of  Pazonosys  Message  he  sent 
down  in  answer  to  the  Governor,  bySheekelimy ;  he  says  that  Mes- 
sage was  sent  by  the  way  of  Lanoasteri  and  Edward  Shippen,  Esq**, 
hiui  received  it 

Indorsed, 
Conversation  with  Sheckcalamy,  delivered  18  Sept%  1755. 


John  Powhall^  Ssort.^  to  latb  Gov.  Mo&ris  1756. 

Whitehall,  Sept.,  10*»,  1756. 
Sir: 

It  being  of  the  greatest  Importance  that  His  Majesty  should,  in 
the  present  situation  of  affairs,  be  truly  and  exactly  informed  of  the 
real  state  of  Defence  of  all  his  Colonies  in  America,  as  well  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Ordnance  and  Stores  of  War  which  are  in  each  Colony, 
respectivclv ;  as  to  the  Forts  and  Fortifications,  k  the  number  of 
their  Inhabitants ;  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissi",  for  Trade 
&  Plantations,  to  desire  you  will,  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  prepare 
and  transmit  to  their  Lordships,  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty,  an 
exact  particular  Account  thereof,  with  respect  to  the  Colony  under 
your  Government,  in  which  you  are  to  express  the  present  actual 
State  &  Quantity  of  the  Cannon,  Small  Arms,  Ammunition,  &  other 
Ordnance  and  Military  Stores  belonging  to  the  said  Colony,  either  in 
the  Publick  Magazines,  or  in  the  possession  of  the  Militia  or  other 
private  Persons,  together  with  the  true  State  of  all  Places  either  al- 
ready fortifi.ed,  or  which  you  judge  further  necessary  to  be  fortified, 
with  your  opinion  at  large  in  what  manner  His  Majesty  may  further 
contribute  to  the  Security  and  Defence  of  the  said  Colony,  and  also 
as  exact  an  Account  as  you  can  obtain  of  the  real  Number  of  Inhabi- 
tants, Whites  &  Blacks,  How  many  of  the  former  are  able  to  bear 
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Araiy  <if  irhat  Number  tlie  HUitia  ii  oompoeed,  and  how  temddi 
mtukit^dj  and  tnin'd.    I  am. 

Sir, 
Your  most  Obedient; 

humble  Servant, 
JOHN  POWNALL,  Seory. 
Hon"».  Kobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Lieu*.  Got.  of  Pennsylvania. 
Jbidorsed. 
Jn*.  Pownall,  Secry.  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  19  Sept.  1755.        ^ 


Col.  Olapham  to  Gov.  Dbnny,  1756. 

^Fort  Augusta,  Septemb'.  23,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  Arrival 
&  Aooession  to  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  where  I  sincerely 
vish  your  Honor  all  the  Success  &  Happiness  that  can  possibly  flow 
from  the  wisest  Councills  or  the  most  consummate  merit :  it  is  with 
inexpressible  Pleasure  I  observe  that  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleas'd  to  confer  the  Command  of  this  Province  on  a  Gentleman  of 
Experience  in  Military  affairs,  at  a  Time  when  the  moat  Vigorous 
Measures  are  necessary  for  its  Protection  from  immediate  Ruin,  and 
flatter  myself,  that  both  the  Preservation  and  the  Happiness  of  the 
People,  will  prove  at  once  the  Reward  of  your  Cares  &  the  Glory 
of  your  Administration. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  inform  you,  thit  I  received  from  your  Honor- 
able Predecessor,  Mr.  Morris,  the  Command  of  a  Regiment  of  Foot, 
consisting  of  four  hundred  Men,  raised  in  the  Pay  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  &  now  doing  duty  at  Fort  Halifax,  which  is  garri- 
soned by  a  Company  of  fifty  men,  !Detatch'd  from  this  Regiment,  and 
the  Rest  of  the  Corps  stationed  at  Fort  Augusta  at  Shamokin,  where 
I  am  in  Justice  bound  to  Acknowledge  that  they  have  shewn  a  com- 
mendable Disposition  to  serve  their  Country,  &  suffered  excessive 
Fatigue  in  building  a  Fort,  agreeable  to  the  Plan  herewith  trans- 
mitted to  your  Honor,  in  little  better  than  the. space  of  six  Weeks, 
and  in  Escorting  Provisions  for  the  use  of  the^Regiment  at  the  same 
time. 

There  are  now  four  Months  Pay  due  to  this  Regiment,  and  as  many 
of  the  Soldiers  have  left  Familys  at  Home  dependant  on  their  Pay, 
&  reduc'd  to  the  utmost  Misery  for  Want  of  it,  I  find  no  small 
Difficulties  in  detaining  them  for  the  present,  in  so  discouraging  a 
Service,  and  am  apprehensive  I  shall  not  (unless  better  supported  oy 
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ik«  OownmMt)  he  aUe  to  do  H  matb  longer.    I  Iimo,  in  ordhr  to 
relieve  their  real  necessitys,  lent  amongst  them  great  Ftaet  of  my  own 
Pay,  besides  borrowing  from  others  for  that  Purpose,  and  'tho  eon- 
siderably  in  advanoe  for  the  Province,  have  not  one  single  Farthing 
in  my  Hand  for  any  Incidental  Charges.     My  Dnty  to  the  Service 
calls  upon  me  to  inform  your  Honor,  that  no  Person  being  regnlarly 
appointed  to  supply  this  Garrison  with  Flour,  we  have  been  twice  re- 
dno'd  to  the  Quantity  of  two  Barrels,  and  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Escorting  Party  sent  down  to  Hunters  Fort  for  Flour,  aa  often 
oblig'd  to  purchase  it  from  different  Parts  of  the  Oountrv,  the  Ptfty 
being  detained  in  the  Mean  Time,  &  deserting  daily  to  the  great  pre- 
judice of  the  Service.     I  beg  Leave  to  represent  to  your  Honor,  that 
this  Qarrison  consisting  of  Uiree  hundred  &  twenty  Men  can  never 
Answer  the  Purpose  expected  of  protecting  the  Frontier  around  it, 
A  carry  on  the  Works  at  the  same  Time,  while  one  hundred  Men  are 
constantly  employ'd  in  escorting  Provisiotts  for  the  rest^  and  fre- 
quently oblig'd  to  wait  a  oonsiderable  Time  among  the  Inhabitsnts, 
till  Provisions  can  be  purohas'd,  and  that  a  Quantity  sufficient  to 
serve  the  Garrison  at  least  six  Months,  ought  always  to  be  in  Stoie 
to  prevent  so  Advanc'd  a  Post  as  this  is,  from  falling  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Enemy,  in  Case  of  a  Seige  or  the  Communication  being  by 
any  other  means  cutt  off;  I  hope  that  this  Regiment  will  be  hafH>y 
in  your  Honors  Favour  A  Protection,  k  am,  Sir^  with  all  possibii 
Bei^cot;  • 

Your  Honorsi 

most  Obedient,  hnmble  Servant, 
WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 
Indorsed, 
23  Sept.,  1766.     Coll.  Clapham. 
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Sent  to  Bucks  county,  303. 

Armstrong's,  Fort  at  [See  Fort  Hall- 
fkx.] 

Armsthong,  Col.  John,  letters,  451, 457, 
719,767.  Account  of  expedition  and 
attack  on  Kittanning,  767-775.  ^List 
of  killed  and  wounded,  774. 

Armstrong,  Joseph,  letters  to  and  from, 
247,  248. 

Assembly,  remarks  on  the,  181.  Censur- 
ed for  not  paying  hands  on  road,  893. 
Print  letters  against  Goremor's  wish- 
es, 274.  Remarks  on  by  Got.  Dobbs, 
280.  GoTcmor  aeks  for  minutes,  284, 
286.  Issues  money  without  Gorer- 
nor's  consent,  286.  Letter  to,  from 
Governor  Morris,  856.  Demand  from 
Philadelphia,  of  means  of  defence, 
485.  Address  of  Quakers  to,  giving 
their  views,    487.     Committee    of, 


letters  between  Gorornor  nod,  316, 
818.  Letters  not  to  be  submitted  to, 
867.  Thomas  Penn,  letters  respecting 
the,  867.  Pass  militia  law,  515, 581. 
Character  of,  526,  529. 

Augusta  Fort  [See  Forts.] 

Augustus,  (an  Indian)  intelliganoe  re« 
oeived  by,  729. 

Augwick.  speech  of  Gorernor  Morris 
to  Indians  at,  198. 


Ballet,  Captain  of  His  M^esiy's  ship 
Otter,  pipe  of  wine,  Ac,  presented 
by  city,  5.  Letter  from,  7.  Long 
action  with  a  large  ship,  7. 

Bard,  Peter,  letter,  764. 

Barton,  Rey.  Thomas,  letters  to  and 
from,  ^68,  755,  756. 

Belcher,  Governor,  letters  to  and  from, 
172,  242, 243,  261,  269,  471,  478, 489, 
501,  618,  527.  580,  699.  Petition  to, 
respecting  Indians,  488.  Orders  to 
Col.  Andrew  Johnston,  480. 

Bell,  John,  letters,  692. 

Berks  county,  petidon  for  road,  98. 

Bermuda,  request  from,  for  provisions, 
661. 

Bethlehem,  dreadful  state  of  neighbor- 
hood, 523,  549,  565,  636,  714,  715, 
Indian  refugees  at,  384.  Addresa, 
636.    Articlea  sent  from,  658. 

Billa  of  credit,  history  of,  102.  In- 
structions to  Governor  Thomas  re- 
specting, 104.  Board  of  Trade  on 
New  Jersey,  128.  Letters  respect- 
ing, 221,  223. 

Blunston,  Samuel,  letters  to  and  from, 
66. 

Board  of  TrtAe,  letters  to  and  troat 
Governor  Hamilton,  describing  the 
boundaries  of  the  State,  Ae.,  60,  65. 
Letters,  877,  418,  467,  627,  778.  On 
New  Jersey  paper  money,  128. 

Boscawen,  Vice  Admiral,  appointed  to  "^ 
command  of  fleet  for  North  America, 
291,  822,  421.  Off  Newfoundland 
with  his  fleet,  873.  Takes  two  men 
of  war,  375.  Letters  to  and  from, 
828,  421. 
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BMloa,-8e1«et  men  of,  Mk  for  proH- 

MOBS,  708. 

Braddoek,  Gen.  B.,  instraetioiis  to,  203. 
ArriTftl,  i77.  Letters  to  and  from, 
368,  261, 263,  269,  285, 288,  290, 299, 

872,  Lettera  respocttng,  284,  286, 

863,  866,  866,  869,  877,  379,  382, 
888,  419,  462,  626.  HU  moremantfl, 
277.  Firaaklln  nndertakM  to  pro- 
eare  wa^ns  for,  292.  His  mdver- 
tisoment  for  them  294.  Williun  Shir- 
Uj,  Seoretaiy,  to,  307.  Respeoting 
hu  road,    813,  321,  329,  346,  847, 

873,  '669.  Gives  passes  to  soldiers 
wires,  348.  Letter  from  GoTemor 
Morris  to  eommitteo  of  Assembly 
for  wagOBB  for,  367,  377.  Asks  aid 
for  Mr.  Leslie  in  purohases,  316,  356. 

■  Captain  Orde  eommands  train,  348, 
866»  868.  LetUr  Charles  Swaine 
respeoting  provisions  for,  860,  362, 

864,  872.  DUpatehes  for,  377.  His 
defeat,    379,    381,   382,    883,    394. 

iSee  Colon.  Ree.,  Vol.  VL]  CoL 
)onbar  tarns  towards  Philadelphia  : 
destroys  provisions,  ^e.,  883,  419, 
422,  446.  Rffeot  of  defeat  on  In- 
dians, 394*  Captain  Orme,  399,  400. 
Col.  Barton,  400.  Orders  recmits, 
401.  Complaint  of,  cattle  purchased 
for,  410,  And  for  not  being  paid 
for  wagons,  676.  Commif sioners  ap- 
pointed to  settle  aoconnU,  683,  698, 
638.  Award  of  Commissioners,  639. 
Croghan  a  Captain  of  Indians  nnder, 
689. 

Browa's  Fort,  738, 

Bocks  oounty,  iron  f^nmaces  in,  1760, 
63.    Soldiers  at  Newtown,  596. 

Bard,  CoL  James,  complains  against 
Assembly  for  not  paying  hands  on 
roads,  393.  Letters  to  and  &om, 
893,  464,  666,  631,  706.    Fort,  609. 

Bush,  David,  Ac,  erects  battery  at 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  6. 

Basse,  Captain,  fort,  159. 

Byles,  Daniel,  ohosen  Major  of  regi- 
ment of  Philadelphia  county,  608. 


Calendar,  aot  for,  change  from  old  to 
new  style,  68. 

Canasatego,  Ac,  deed  from,  for  lands 
between  Delaware  and  Bosquehanna, 
August  22,  1749,  33,  36. 

Cape  Breton  expedition,  339,  388. 

Chester  county,  returns  of  iron  fur- 
naces in,  1760,  66.  Petition  from, 
for  defence,  666. 

Chignecto,  French  forts  at,  376. 

Christ  Church,  Philadelphia,  address 
to  Gov.  Denny,  762. 


Christian,  Fort,   ewiotts  relkf  Ibvad 

and  battery  erected,  6. 

Clapham,  CoL  William,  letters  to  md 
from,  696,  612,  616,  663,  666,  669, 
671,  672,  674,  687,706,  739,744,761, 
766,  779.  Orders  to  Captain  Miles^ 
687.    Instructions,  666. 

Clans,  Daniel,  letters  firom,  116,  174> 
646* 

Clinton,  Gov.  George,  letters  froa,  16, 
26,29,30,32,66,99. 

Coins,  Foreign,  remarks  of  attorney 
general  on  several  acta  lespeeting 
value  of,  102. 

Commissioners  to  borrow  money,  order 
o^  262.  From  Colonies,  meeting 
proposed,  406.  To  settle  aoeoante 
for  wagons  for  General  Braddoek, 
appointed,  698. 

Commissions  to  Samuel  Eirk,  100.  To 
Commissioners  to  Indian  treaty  al 
Albany,  from  Massachusetts,  137. 
New  York,  138.  Maryland,  139. 
Connecticat,  140.  Rhode  IsUnd, 
141.  Pennsylvania,  142.  Now  Hamp- 
shire,  138.  Diary  of  Pennsylvania 
Commissioners,  145. 

Conestogo  Indians,  list  of,  242. 

Conestogo,  Manor,  Indians  seat  tfl^ 
nnder  John  Ross,  696. 

Connecticut  correspondence  with,  120, 
122,  125,  126,  190,  208,  255.  Settlers 
on  Pennsylvania  lands,  120-127, 197, 
225,  240.  Commissioners  to  Alhaay, 
140.  Indian  deeds  for  lands  to  Sunqne-  • 
hanna  Company,  (supposed  Lydias) 
147.  Lydias,  John,  171,  174,  176^ 
100,  323.  Petition  of  officers  of  Nor- 
thumberland  oounty,  against,  240. 
Thomas  Penn's  letter  respeoting 
370.  Letter  flrom  Thos.  Penn,  265, 
370.  From  Governor  De  Laneey  on, 
278.  Men  to  be  raised  for  Crowa 
Point,  336.  Assembly  grants  West- 
em  lands  to  8.,Hiuard,  301.  Actaoa 
on  petition  of  Susquehanna  oounty, 
for  lands,  303. 

Cookson,  Thomas,  letters  from,  9, 42. 

Coultas,  James,  chosen  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel of  regiment  of  Philadelphia 
county,  608. 

Council  of  War,  at  Oswego,  minntes  of, 
413,  427. 

Copper  mine,  at  Gap,  in  Lancaster  wk, 
311.    Penn's  interest  in,  369. 

Croghan,  George,  694,  689.  And  In- 
dians, 9,  116.  Letters  to  and  from, 
13,  31,  118,  119,  132,  144,  173,  203, 
209,  212,  218,  219,  483.  Gov.  Mor- 
ris's aocount  of  him,  680.  Fort,  671, 
623.  Orders  to,  536.  Captain  of 
Indians  nnder  Braddock,  689. 

Crown  Point  expedition  against  20, 
21,  29,  257,  326,  330,  332,  341,  346, 
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85»,  l«5,  Zn,  4^,  579,  M6,  599, 

\  631. 

CsuberUnd  ooanty,  latter  D.  Hagard, 
OB  proper  site  for  Coimty  town,  39. 
From  T.  Oookson,  42.  Letter  Got. 
Hamilton  to  Justieei,  49.  PedUona 
for  defence,  369,  749,  765,  756,  757, 
760.  Indian  Haasacree,  571,  575, 
611,  613.  Orders  to  Gaplains  of,  602. 
Want  of  Arms,  636. 

Cumberland  Fort  [See  Forte.] 


Dama]l,  Henry,  attorney  general  of 
Maryland  to  Jndgea  of  Court,  at 
York,  98. 

Deelarationof  Wai*)  Engl'd  and  France, 
635,  735. 

Bedimns  to  James  Hamilton,  461. 

Deed.  Indian,  for  lands  between  Dela- 
ware and  Susqnebaana,  33.  Indian, 
to  "Sosquebanna  company,"  for 
lands,  147-158, 175. 

De  Lanoey,  James,  Got.  of  New  York, 
letters  to  and  from,  168,  179,  220, 
233,  243,  261, 264,  267, 270,  273, 278, 
279,  280,  326,  331,338, 345,  346, 359, 
384,  391,  396,  898.  ControTcrsy 
witb  General  Shirley  about  eannons, 
349. 

Delaware  Indians,  declaration  of  war 
against,  views  of  council  on,  654. 
Suspension  of  hostUiiies,  669. 

Delaware  River,  deed  for  lands  be- 
tween and  Sufquebannah,  33,  36. 
Defence  of,  477,  509.  Description 
of  cannons  required,  511.  Joshua 
Fisher  about  to  publish  a  map  of, 
is  stopped  by  Governor,  letters  re- 
specting, 592,  593. 

Denny,  William,  arrives  and  succeeds 
Morris  as  Governor,  760.  Address 
of  Unitas  Fratrum^to  him,  760.  Of 
Ministers,  Vestry,*  Ac.,  of  Christ 
Chureh,  762.  Of  Regiment  of  PhiL 
Co.,  763.  Hia  reply,  768.  Letters 
to  and  Arom,  779. 

Depositions  and  Examinations,  S. 
White,  Ac.  18.  Saml.  England,  21. 
Jeremiah  Brown,  22.  John  Murray, 
87.  Margaret  MoCleary,  87.  BeqJ. 
Swoope,  (Riot),  50.  Samuel  Dickin- 
son, 64.  Martin  Kitzmiller,  70.  Re- 
specting death  of  John  Digges's  son. 
Anthony  ^Conley,  Ac,  76.  John 
Stackers,  78.  Pat.  Goyle,  79.  Leond. 
KiUmUler,  80.  Vaoob  Sheely,  81. 
John  Seifert,  82.  Patten  and  Mon- 
tour, 123.    A  French  deserter,  124. 

..  John  Trotter,  Indian  Trader,  131. 
Peter  Hogg,  (Indians),  167.   Francia 


Claw,  (do.)  168.  Win.  Monrhi  and 
Wm.  Green,  265.  James  Anderson, 
266.  Thomas  Clarke,  283.  Matthias 
Bteelman,  335.  Charles  Vanderlord, 
336.  Thomas  Vanderford,  337.  Alex. 
QuiiUn,  337.  Nicholas  PoweU,  410. 
Monaoatootha  and  Montour.  462. 
Moravians,  459.  J.  Shmiok  and  H. 
Fry,  respecting  Wyoming^  491. 

Depui's  Fort,  see  Fobts. 

De  Villier,  Captein,  receives  capitula- 
tion of  Fort  Necessity,  146. 

Dlahogo,  intelligence  from,  729. 

Diary  of  Pennsylvania,  Commlsaionerfl 
to  Albany,  195» 

^iggM,  John,  letter  on  death  of  his 
son,  73.  Petition  of  Attorney-General 
to  Judges  at  York,  93. 

Dinwiddie,  Robert,  Gov.  of  VirgiiUa^ 
Speech  on  proroguing  Assembly,  169. 
Letters  to  and  from,  177,  226,  268, 
270,  273, 390, 422,  446, 454,  481,  530, 
560,  681,  711. 

Distances  from  Philadelphia  to  Ohio, 
133.  Month  of  Wills'  Creek,  134. 
From  Harris's  to  PhiL  Davies'a,  134. 
From  do.  to  Logatown,  135. 

Dobba,  Arthur,  Governor  of  North  Caro- 
lina.   Letters  to  and  from,  281, 686. 

Donville,  Mona'r,  killed,  620.  Instruo- 
tions  found  on  him,  600. 

Duob4  Jacob,  chosen  Colonel  of  Regi- 
ment of  PhiL  Co.  608. 

Dumas,  Captain,  a  French  Offieer,  copy 
of  his  instructions  to  Mons'r  Don- 
ville, taken  by  English,  600,  620. 

Dunbar,  CoL  Thomas,  letters  to  and 
from,  385,  410,  412, 417.  Turns  back 
after  Braddock's  defeat,  383.  Re- 
marks  on,  379,  383,  384,  387,  380, 
391,  395,  306,  397.  400, 406,422, 435, 
440.  Gov.  Morris  demands  pay  for 
recruite  to  Braddock,  401, 412. 

Du  Quesne  Fort,  361,  375,  380,  800, 
393,  570,  679,  582. 

Durham  Works,  479. 


Earthquake  destroys  Lisbon,  630. 

Easton,  described  by  Wm.  Parsons,  95, 
98,  305.  Petition  for  road  from  to 
Reading,  98.  The  dry  lands  near, 
306.  Road  to  Reading.  443.  Report 
of  Indians,  443.  Deserters  firom,  685. 
Minutes  of  Indian  Conferences  at, 
722-730.  Of  Exec  CouncU  at,  721, 
.  730. 

Edmonds,  William,  681. 

Election,  Riot  at,  in  York  County,  50. 
Of  a  Lieut  of  Dock  Ward,  County 
Philadelphia,  600. 
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OB  PrvrisiMit,  trs,  3M»  41h 
600,  689,  7SS.  GoTenior  propocea 
U^teg  at  NtwoMtU,  306,  420.  Mer- 
ekaiiti  wUh  it  renioTed,  700. 

Byaaf,  LewiB,  propMei  to  pwblish  a 
Map,  inttnieUonfl  to,  46,  47,  60,  309. 

Bx«i8«,aflM«iili  oolUcted  in  1763>3,  85. 


Faity  proofamation  of  GoTemor  MoitIb 
for  a,  640. 

Viiber,  Joahaa,  propoi od  map  of  DoU* 
waro  Bay,  GoFornor  stops  pabUoation, 
593.    Lotlor  to  GoTornor,  593. 

Viteh,  Tboaaa,  Depaty  Gor'r  Connoc- 
tiont,  letters  to  and  from,  122,  125, 
125,  208. 

VorCs.* 
A1.LBII,  MO  Gnaden  Hattan.  Av- 
ciiTBVA  (Shamokin),  557, 627, 644, 646. 
656,  662,  674,  700,  706,  712,  781, 
739,  764,  765,  78a  Abore  Allb- 
HmaA,  677.  At  Abmbtroito'b,  663. 
671,  674,  686,  687,  751.  (Soa  Fort 
Halitaz.)  Bbowr'b  Fort,  738.  Capt 
BuBsa'B  Fort,  159.  CapUin  Buri>*8 
Fort,  600.  Ghuituta,  enrions  relics 
diseovered,  6.  Cboohav'b  Fort.  571, 
823.  CuMBSiti.ASD,  (Wills'  Greek.) 
276,  376.  DupuiB  or  Hybdbhaw,  678. 
Ba  QncBNB.  361.  375,  380.  390,  393, 

670,  670,  582.  Fbanklin,  669.  678. 
Frenob  Forts,  240.  Gap  of  ToUbaio, 
547,  551,  654,  555.  Gnadbvbuttbii. 
(FoH* Allen).  521.  666.  569,  638.  677, 
747,  754.  Grahtillb,  743,  token 
[CoL  Rec.  242,  278.]  Arcbives,  556. 
661,  665,  569,  603,  604,  613,  623, 
631,  743,  744,  750,  753,  756.  Grbat 
CoTB,  462,  474.  Near  Gbbat  Mba- 
DOW,  proposed  by  GoT'r  Dinwiddle. 
398.    HAiiiVAZ,  at  Armstroni^'B,  663, 

671,  674,  686,  687,  751.  Hamilton, 
669,  678.  Harbis's  Ferry,  441,  603, 
635.  Hbnrt,  at  Tolibalo,  159,  561, 
665, 570.  676.  Huntbr's  Mill.  545. 
651,  553,  654,  564,615.  617,  686.751. 
Htrdbraw.  678.  Lbbanov,  150,  547, 
655,  565, 670,  665,  676.  Ltttlbtob, 
Sugar  Cabins,  656,  561, 665.  669, 603, 
604,  621.  MgCobd'8  Fort,  611.  617. 
McDowbll'b  MUl,  575.  McKbb'b 
Fort.  634, 636, 637, 686,  761.  Matcbi- 
TOBQo,  666.  (Pomfret),56L  William  ' 
Hbbbt,  685.  NoBTBKiLL,  159,  675. 
Nbcbssitt,  Artieles  of  Capitulation 
to  Capt  De  Villiera,  146.  AtNiA«ABA, 
679,722.    KoBBiB,  669,  678.   At  Os- 


mmg^  i7X  FuuiA«^638»  (€ 

land).  Pattbrbon'b,  attoeked,  008, 
617, 623.  PoMrBBT  Cabtlb.  666, 666| 
669, 603, 604.  At  Lakb  6r.  Gbobbb,  ^ 
437.  Bbiblbt  at  Ad^wick,  566, 661, 
666,  669.  603,  604,  623,  632.  8va. 
TABA,  161,  551,  554r  Stockades  in 
Cumberland,  636.  In  Virginia,  681. 
Captain  Potter  ordered  to  boild  fort, 
602.  Anewfor^lOO.  Propoaed  by 
Harris,  441. 

Fox,  H.,  appointed  Seoretaiy  in  room 
of  T.  Robinson,  490. 

France,  cessation  of  bostilities,  3. 

Francis,  Tencb,  Attorney  General,  re- 
signation, 256. 

Franklin*  Boi^amin,  engages  to  proenra 
wagons  for  General  Braddoek,  294. 
His  adTertisement  for  tbem,  295. 
Letter  to  Governor  on  forage,  297. 
His  gnoeasB,  309.  Ijetters  to  and 
from,  274,  344,  467,  548,  766.  T, 
Penn's  opinion  oi;  420. 

Frabklix,  Fort,  669, 678. 

Franklin  and  Hall,  letter  to  GoTcnor 
OB  printing  lettors  witb  minutes  of 
Assembly,  274.  T.  Penn's  opinion 
of,  420. 

Frencb,  War  declared  against*  by  Bn- 
gUsb,  635,  735.  and  Indians,  20,  26, 
31,  50,  123,  124,  132,  167,  168,  170, 
173, 176,  192,  213,  215,  220.  227, 229, 
240,  264,  267,  290,  292,  381,405, 411, 
413, 433, 440,  446,  447,  448,  453,  471, 
472,  491, 493, 495.  628.  569,  661,  665, 
679,  610,  629.  689.  Neutrals  arrive 
from  Canada,  613, 581.  Sncoeei  of  Sir 
William  Johnson  over,  423,  423. 

Fbobtbmag,  French  Forces  at,  404,  423. 

Fry,  Henry,  Examination  respecting 
Wyomiuck,  491. 


Galbraith,  James;  letter,  740. 

Gap,  Copper  Mine,  in  Lancaster  County, 

T.  Penn  interested  in,  311,  refosee  to 

Bell,  369. 
Gap,  at  Talihaio  Fort  at— tee  Forts. 
Germans,  in  Philadelphia,  oomplaia  of 

sufferingB,  217,  226. 
German  Protestants,  of   Philadelphia 

County,  address  to  Got.  Morris,  200. 
Ginseng,  introduced,  174. 
Gnaden,  Hutten,  masnacre  at»  621,  549. 

See  Fort,  (Allen)  666. 
Gooch,  Governor  WilUara,  of  Virginia 

letter  from,  18. 
Gbakyillb,  Fort»  see  Porta. 


*  These  ate  mere  references  to  the  pages  where  the  Forts  arc  spoken  of,  some- 
times by  the  name  of  the  fort  or  place,  or  of  the  Commander. 
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0reai  Ckire,  Indian  Mvrderf  tA,  46S, 

474. 
Great  Meadows,  Fori  proposed  to  be 

bailt  at  bj^Qov.  Dinwiddle,  398. 
Gnns  and  Ammanition  smit  to  Back 

Counties,  303. 


"Half.Eing"  of  tbe  Six  Nations  dies 
at  Paxton,  177,  178. 

HaKfaz,  Dnnk,  Sari  of,  letters  to  him, 
528,  657. 

Halifax,  (Fort)  see  Forts. 

Hamilton,  Governor  James,  letters  to 
and  from,  49,  60,  66, 91, 118, 120, 122, 
125,  126,  130,  168,  Letter  to  Board 
of  Trade  on  Bonndaries  A  Claims  of 
tbe  State,  60,  63.  Report  of  Privy 
Council  on,  65.  Opinion  on  bis  power 
to  pass  bills  of  credit,  106.  Be  tires, 
174,  180.    Fort,  669,  678. 

Hamilton,  Hanoe,  letters,  611,  753. 

Hamilton,  James,  letters  to  and  from, 
447, 483,537,  640,  781,  740.  Dedimns 
to,  to  fill  Commissions,  460.  Orders 
to,  603,  604. 

Hardy,  Sir  Charles,  appointed  Captain 
General  and  GoYemor  of  New  York, 
arrives,  399.  Letters  to  and  from, 
899, 405,  435,  472,  497,  526,  633,  572, 
'574,  585,  606,  609,  629,  646,  655,  688, 
689,  695. 

Harris,  John,  letters  to  and  from,  178, 
230,  232,  441,  603,  627,  635,  662. 

Hasard,  Samuel,  memorial  to  Connecti- 
cut for  Western  lands,  and  their  ac- 
tion, 301. 

Henry,  Fort,  159,  561,  565,  570,  676. 

Hobson,  Samuel,  imprisoned  for  enlist- 
ing servants,  640. 

Hockley,  Richard,  letters  to  and  from, 
475,  476. 

Holt,  k.,  letter  for  defence  of  Delaware, 
477,  509. 

Holt  A  Kollock,  militia  officers  chosen, 
477. 

Hoops,  Adam,  letters  to  and  from.  462, 
474,  752. 

Hopkins,  Gov.,  Stephen,  Rhode  Island, 
345, 473,  500,  673. 

Horsfield,  Timothy,  letters  to  and  from, 
289,  458,  481,  500, 512,  520,  688,  701, 
713. 

Hflsick,  Indian  outrages  at,  167,  168. 

Hospital,  Pennsyla.,  subscribers  to^  87. 

Hughes,  W.,  letter  from,  271. 

Hunter's  Mill,  see  Forts. 

Hthdshaw,  Forty  see  Forts. 


Indians,  Letters  from  C.  Weiser,  re- 
specting, 8,  9,  10,  U,  15,  23,  44,  259, 


814,  S19,  458,  461,  69S,  M4, 511,  56S, 
563,  628,  696,  776.  Expected  at  Lan. 
casccr,  9.  Shawanese,  ^8,  144,  212, 
570,  571,  634.  Towicktowiok  or 
Twigh twees,  9,  321.  The  praying, 
IL  Presents  to,  11.  Nanteooke,  11. 
Baokshenoatb,  634.  Seneca,  11.  Ja- 

Sea,  681.  Traders  in  1748,  14. 
urders  by,  16,  159-166,  363.  She- 
kalamy,  death  of,  23.  Tagneghdoarus, 
eldest  son  succeeds  him,  23,  259, 319, 
634,  647.  Uneasy  at  settlements  of 
whites  on  Juniata,  Ac.  Deed  for 
lands  between  Delaware  and  Snsque- 
hannah,  33.  Resolutions  of  New 
York,  52.  Letters  on,  57,  58,  59, 113, 
*  118,  173,  209,  229,  232,  278, 289, 394, 
436,  440,  443,  444,  448,  451,  457, 462, 
465.  468,  473,  478, 483,  501,  520,  535, 
537,  539,  575.  620, 634,  670,  699, 701, 
712,  713,  716,  720,  734, 740,  746,  748. 
Treatment  of,  by  W.  Penn,  109.  Sx- 
pensos  for  Indians,  111.  Scaroyady, 
15,  114,  220,  279,  447,  627.  Mone- 
eotootha,  114,  178,  451.  Traders, 
118,  119,  131.  French,  A  123,  124, 
132,  144, 167,  170,  173, 176, 276,  362, 
455,  457,  580.  Treaty  at  Albany, 
Commissioners  to,  137-143.  Make 
deed  for  lands  to  ''Susquehanna 
Company,*'  through  Lydias,  147, 171. 
Purchase  of  lands  from,  167,  279. 
Outrages  at  Hosick,  167,  168,  170. 
Death  of  the  Half  King,  177,  178. 
Six  Nations,  178,  279,  299.  Speech 
of  Gov.  Morris  to,  at  Aug  wick,  193. 
Montour,  Andrew,  230,  451,  627. 
Detail  of  Indian  aflEairs,  1752-54, 
233.  J.  Patten,  a  trader  with,  240. 
Conestogofi,  lists  of,  242.  Cherokees 
at  Philadelphia,  244.  Massacre  at 
Little  Meadows,  862.  Arrive  at  Phi- 
ladelphia  drunk,  389.  Effect  of  Brad- 
docks  defeat  on,  394.  Conferenoo 
with  Shiriey,  402.  Do.  ai  Lake 
George,  407.  Near  Harris's  ferry, 
have  crossed  Susquehanna,  letter 
from  Gov.  Morris  to  neighbouring 
Governors,  450.  Alarms  in  Lancas« 
ter  County,  450.  Murders  at  Great 
Cove,  462,  464,  474.  Tulpehocken 
murders,  503,  504.  Massacre  at 
Gnadenhutten,  524,  At  Mennisinks, 
532.  In  prison  at  Easton,  534.  Pre- 
sents to,  536.  Cherokees  and  Cataw- 
bas,  536,  558,  561,  567,  570,  671,  573, 
680,  711.  At  Nescopeck,  558,  565. 
Col.  Johnson's  treaty  with,  559.  On 
Juniata,  566.  Refugees  at  Bethle- 
hem,  584.  Murders  in  New  York, 
586,  610.  Sent  to  Conestogo  Manor, 
595.  Reward  offered  for  scalps  of, 
607,  619^  625.  Burn  and  take  Mo 
Cord's  fort,  611,  617.    Isaac  brings 
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leilp  of  Captain  JmoIm,  61 1.  At 
B«thleb«iii,  addren  to  Got.,  636.  A 
bad,  645.  At  BarUngtODi  646. 
CapUin  New  Castle  683.  Diahogo,  ao- 
•ountfiTeii  by,  of,  688.  Teedyuiciing, 
reply  to  Got.,  721,  732,  724.  Cob- 
frrenee  at  Baston,  722,  736.  Captain 
Now  Castle,  cbaraoter  of,  727.  Aa- 
gnstas,  Intelligenee  by,  fh>m  Dia- 
hogo,  72tf.-  Attaok  of,  near  Brown's 
fort,  738.  Miseondnot  of  a  Lieuten- 
ant, 766,  763.  Camberland  Coanty, 
alarms  in,  766.  And  petitions,  767, 
758,  760.  Marder  near  Fort  Aa- 
gasta,  764.  ConTorsation  between 
Conrad  Weiser  and  Sbekalamy,  776. 
Ool.  Armstrong's  aoeoant  of  expedi- 
•tion  to,  and  attaok  on  Kittanning, 
with  list  of  killed  and  wonnded,  767, 
776. 

lanes,  CoL,  at  Fort  CiTMBBBLAirD,  277, 
376. 

Instmctions,  to  Lewis  Svans  aboat 
map,  46.  To  L.  Osbonme  for  papers 
iVom  Maryland,  92.  Additional  to 
Got.  Thomas,  104.  To  T.  is  R. 
Penn,  on  appeals,  107.  To  Ool. 
Shirley,  178.  To  General  Braddock, 
203.  Captain  Frederick  Smith,  544, 
552.  Jonas  Seely,  544,  656,  506. 
Adam  Read,  545,  561.  B.  Franklin 
to  Captain  Vanetta,  546.  Conrad 
Weiser,  547.  T.  McKee,  553,  568, 
564.  James  Galbraith,  555.  Jacob 
Morgan,  555.  Captain  Basse,  565. 
Thomas  MoGee,  663,  564.  John 
Ross,  505.  Col.  Wm.  Clapham,  506, 
667.  Of  Captain  Dnmas,  to  Mons. 
BonTille,  (a  French  officer  taken,) 
666.  To  James  Bnrd,  601,  608. 
John  Steel,  601.  Captain  Potter, 
602,  603.  Edward  Shippen,  603. 
Captains  of  Camberland.  602.  Slisha 
Salter,  603,  621.  Robert  Irwin,  624. 
Captain  Miles,  687. 

Iron  famaces,  Ac,  in  Pennsylfaaia, 
returns  of,  52-55. 

Irwin,  Robert,  commission  and  instme- 
tion  as  chief  wagon  master,  624. 

Isaac,  Indian^  612,  621. 


J. 

Jacobs,  Captain,  killed  and  scalped, 
612,  621. 

Johnston,  Col.  Andrew,  orders  of  Gov. 
Belcher  to,  481. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  treaty  pro- 
posed at  his  honsc,  270.  Letters  to 
and  from,  26,  299,  893,  535.  Gains 
advantage  over  French,  422,  424. 
Baoeess  of^  446^  631|  535.    Extract 


from  IVeaty,  659.  CenfOfes  OoTervor 

Morris  for  proclaiming  war  with 
Delaware  Indians,  651.  His  views  on 
declaration  of  war  against  IMa- 
wara  Indians,  655. 
Journal  from  Reading,  to  nndiy  fbrta, 
675.  Of  a  Tisit  to  dilTeront  forts, 
159-166. 


Eennedj,  Arobibald,  letters,  702,  714, 
733. 

Keppel,  Commodore,  S51,  354. 

Kirk,  Samuel,  appointed  Serjeant  at 
arms  to  H.  R.,  100.  (See  VoL  III., 
p.  19.) 

Kittanning  prisoners  escape,  711.  Ac- 
count by  Col.  Armstrong  of  expedi. 
tion  and  success,  767-7 75.  Killed 
and  wounded,  773. 

Kitzmiller,  Martin's,  ^xaminatien,  70. 


Lake  George,  eonferenc'e  with -Indiana 
at,  407. 

Cancaster,  Treaty  *^  Conestogo  In- 
dians tiif  242.  Return  of  iron  fur- 
naces, Ac.  in  1750,  53.  Gap  copper 
mine  in,  811, 312,  369.  Petition  anil 
alarm,  450.  Ammunition  sent  to, 
480,  613. 

Lands,  Western,  memorial  of  8.  Hasard 
for,  801.  Grant  of,  to  Susquehanna 
Company  by  Connecticut,  303. 

Lawrence,  Gov.  of  Canada,  letters  to 
and  from,  375, 422.  His  saoeess  over 
the  French,  422. 

LBBiNosr,  Fort,  described,  666.  See 
Forts. 

Leslie,  Matthew,  letter  from,  356. 
Sent  to  purchase  provisions,  316. 

Lbttbrs. — 

B.  Powel  and  8.  Rhoads  to  R.  Peters,  3. 

R.  Holt  and  J.  Kollock,  4. 

D.  Bush,  Ac,  to  Pros.  Palmer.  6. 

Captain  J.  Ballettt,  7. 

Conrad  Weiser,  8,  9,  10,  11,  15,  23, 44, 
259, 318, 453.  461,  503,  504,  511, 562, 
563,  628, 696,  776. 

Cookson,  Thomas,  9,  42. 

George  Croghan,  13,  31,  118, 119,  132, 
144,  173,  303,  209,  212,  218,  219, 
483. 

Govt,  Clinton,  N.  York,  to  Pres.,  16, 
26,  29,  30,  32,  65, 99. 

Samuel  Blunston,  66. 

William  Trent,  17,  50,  575. 

Governor  Goooh,  Virginia,  18. 

John  Churchman,  19,  25. 

GoTomor  Shirley,  20,  26,  315, 260, 283^ 
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2M,  826,  MS,  880,  83ft,  881,  887, 

698. 
a«Beral  ShIrUy,   292,   830,  40$,  417, 

435,  481,  498,495,  502,  624,  569,  576, 

577,  578,  579,  587,  651,  693,715. 
Israel  WIIUmbs,  20. 
Captain  Marshall,  29. 
Gol.  William  Johnson,  26. 
DaTid  Magaw,  89. 
Got.  Ogle,  of  Maryland,  40,  46,  57. 
William  Parsons,  41,  95,  98,  805,  448, 

615,   534,  589,  595,  670,  740,  742, 

745,  747. 
Gov.  Hamilton,  49,  60,  66, 91,  118, 120, 

122. 
Prest  Lee,  of  Virginia,  58. 
Kiohard  Peters,  59,   89,  172,  196,  214, 

218,  232,  307, 812, 315, 845,  411,  456, 

651,  660,  685. 
John  Digges,  73.    Nleh.  Sonll,  73. 
Benjamin  Tasker,  of  Maryland,  93. 
Daniel  Glavs,ll6,  174,  645. 
John  8.  Hawkins,  117. 
Got.  Roger  Woloott,  120,  126. 
Deputy  Got.  Thomai  Fiteh,  122, 125, 

208. 
Board  of  Tmde,  128,  877,  418,  467, 

527, 778. 
Horatio   Sharp,    GoTomor  Maryland, 

118,   125,  180,   187,   192,   213,  288, 

244,  274,  882,  397,  451,  490,  507, 

657,  573. 
Got.  De  Laaeoy,  of  New  York,  168, 

179,  220,  288,  242,  243, 261,  264, 267, 

270,273,  278,  279,  280  288,  326,  831, 

888,  844,  845,  846, 860,  384, 391,  896, 

898 
William  Alexander,  170, 815,  348,  875. 
James  SteTenson,  170,  823,  411. 
Got.  R.  H.  Morris.  (See  R.  H.  M.) 
Got.  Beleher,  of  New  Jersey,  172,  182, 

242,  243,  261,   269,  471,   478,  489, 

501,  513,  527,  530,  699. 
Dinwiddie,  Robert,  Goremor  Virginia, 

177,  226, 268,  270,  273,  890,  422, 446, 

454, 481,  530,  560,  581,  711. 
John  Harris,  178,  230,  232,  441^  627, 

662. 
George  Thoma«r  late  GoTemor,  to  R. 

H.  M.,  180. 
Sir  Thomas  Rohinson,  188,  249,  284, 

291,  865,  379,  439,  440,  520,  764. 
Thomas  Penn,  189,  195,  252,  275,305, 

833,  866,  419,  438. 
Got.  J.  G.  Wentworth,  195. 
John  Shirley,  199,  332,  402,423. 
Edward  Shippen,  230,  858,  362,  864. 

400,  455, 463, 472, 627,  634,  642, 738, 

740. 
Isaac  Norris,  242,  243. 
CapUin  Wm.  Poison,  246,  247,  248. 
Joseph  Armstrong,  247,  248. 
Gen.  Braddoek,  258,  261,  263.  269,285^ 

288,  290,  299,  372. 


Thomas  Walk«r,  867* 

W.  Hughes,  271. 

Franklin  and  Hall,  274. 

John  Rutherford,  276, 288. 

GoTemor  Dobbs,  of  North  Carolina^ 

281,  536. 
Timothy  Horsfield,  289,458,481,  600, 

512,  520,  688,  701,  713. 
James  F.  Mereer,  281. 
W.  Shirley,  29',  293,  807,  810,  321. 

846,  367. 
Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  804. 
Robert  Orme,  312, 825,  829. 
Lewis  Morris,  $15. 
Committee  of  Assembly  to  GoTeraor, 

316,  318. 
Admiral  Boscawon,  322,421. 
William  Pepperel,  329. 
B.  Franklin,  274,  344, 466,  548,  766. 
Tench  Fsancis,  255. 
GoTsmor  Stephen  Hopkins,  of  R.  L, 

345,  434,  500.  673. 
Matthew  Lesley.  316,  356, 
Charles  Swune,  360. 
WUliam  AUen,  362. 
Governor  Lawrence,  375,  422. 

Coxe,  377. 

Colonel  Innes,  217, '876. 

Sir  John  Pownall,  377,  418,  467,  627, 

778. 
Hermanns  Alrioks,  383. 
Colonel  Thomas  Diinbajr,885,401,  410, 

417. 
Gh»Temor,  to  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 

Philadelphia,  389. 
James  Bnrd,  393,  454,  666,  631, 706. 
Gen.  Johnson,  to  Gov.  Pownall,  398, 

535. 
Sir    Charles  (and  Gov.)  Hardy,  399, 

435,  497,  626,    574,  685,   606,  609, 

629,  646,  688. 
Lt  Got.  Phips,  413,732. 
Thomas  Hendricks,  438. 
George  Sterenson,  442,  461,  466,  514, 

749,  775. 
Sundry  persons  at  York,  448. 
Armstrong,  Col.  John,  451.  457,  719. 
Burgesses  of  Wilmington,  Del,,  456. 
Hoops,  Adam,  462, 474,  752. 
Till,  WiUiam,  464. 
Alexander,  James,  465. 
Richard  Hockley,  475,  476. 
Holt  and  KoUock,  477 
William  Logan,  479. 
H.  Fox,  490,  606,  659. 
Commodore  Spry,  508. 
R.  Holt,  477,  509. 
Earl  of  Halifax,  628,  657. 
GoTenior  Dobbs,  of  N.  C,  281,  536. 
Col.  George  Washington,  665,  620. 
Spearing,  Lieutenant,  566,  687, 
Gen.  John  St.  Clair,  667. 
Rev.  Thomas  Barton,  568, 765,  766;* 
Francis  West,  571. 
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ColMi«l  Thome  G€g^  »ri. 

Rer.  Mr.  Spftngeoberg,  584. 

WiUiMD  Ogilrie,  686. 

Jothna  Fi«h«r,  692,  693. 

Col.  Wm.  CImphMii,  696»  612,  A1&,  663, 

«69,  671,   (86,  706,  739,  7U,  761, 

766,  778. 
Eliaba  Salter,  611,  613,  621. 
Hanee  Hamilton,  611,  763. 
Captain  Pattonon,  613. 
Thomaa  MoKee,  663,  663,  664,  616. 
BoT'd  Captain  John  Stool,  623. 
Captain  Hugh  Mereor,  .632. 
CapUin  Samnel  Hobion,  64L 
Gharlof  Boad,  646. 
Bonk  Hali&z,  667. 
ViJUam  Edmonds,  669,  681« 
John  Boll.  692. 

Arehibald  Kennody,  702,  714,  733. 
Ci^talns  of  Clapbam'fl  regt.  toCommia- 

aary  Jamoi  Young,  703,  704,  716. 
Beleotmen  of  Boston,  708. 
Lord  London,  718. 
Captain  John  Van  Etten,  720. 
Jamee  Hamilton,  731,  740. 
J.  Bidoat,  734. 
Adam  Boad,  738. 
Jamas  Galbraith,  746. 
Captain  Wottorhold,  741,  763. 
Captain  Omdt,  742. 
William  Thompson,  762. 
Potor  Bard,  764. 
OoTornor  William  Denny,  779. 
Letters  of  Marqne,  granted,  660.  Orders 

of  the  Goremment  respeoting,  684. 
Leves,  ( Delaware,)  Vessels  oaptored 

off,  4.  Notioe  to  be  given  of  enemys, 

6.  Signal  gnns  and  flag  desoribod,  6. 
Lloyd,  Captain  T.,  letter,  769. 
Lisbon  destroyed  by  earthquake,  630. 
Loan  Oflloe,  Inoome  of,  86. 
Logan,  William,  letter,  479. 
Loudoun,  Lord,  appointed  Commander 

in  Chief,  647.    Earl  of,  introdueUon 

of,  667.    Letters  to  and  from,  691. 

His  appointment  and  arrival,  718. 
Louisbnrg,  Distress  at,  391. 
Lutheran  Charehes,  address  te  Govt. 

Morris,  183,  184. 
Lydins,  John,  purchase  of  land  fVom 

Indians  for  iSnsqaehanna  Company, 

60, 171,  174,  176,  273,  279,  298, 303, 

323. 
Ltttlbtov,  Fort,  see  Forts. 


UoCall,  Samuel,  appointed  Commis- 
sioner to  settle  accounts  for  wagons 
for  General  Braddook,  598. 

HcCoRo's  Fort,  attack  on,  617. 

MoKoe,  Captaini  Thomas,  (McGee)  let- 


ters te  and  from,  563,  664^  616,  6M. 

Instructions,  633. 

MoLaughUn,  Ci^tain,  James,  agreement 
with  his  Comp'y,  641.  His  orders,  643. 

Mail  Paokete,  between  England  and 
Halifax  te  be  esteblished,  467, 

Map  of  Delaware  Bay  and  Birer,  Fish- 
er's, 692,  693 ;  of  PenniylTaaia  pro- 
posed by  Lewis  Evans,  47,  60,  309. 

Maryland,  an  Indian  trader  murdered 
by  Indians,  16.  Depositions  relating 
te,  18,  81,  22,  37, 64,  76, 82, 265,  266, 
283,  335,  440 :  see  depositions.  Let- 
ter J.  Churchman,  19,  25,  Care  of 
Joseph  England,  21,  25.  Digge's 
choice,  petition,  28.  Correspondenoe 
between  Governors  of,  and  Penn^l- 
▼ania,  40, 46, 57,  91, 93, 113, 125, 130. 
187, 192,  213, 228,  244,  274,  382,  897, 
451,  504,  540,  557,  573.  Boundary 
line  between  Pennsylvania,  40,  41, 
49,  73.  Examination  of  MarUn 
Kitzmiller,  70.  Letter  John  Digges 
on  the  death  of  his  son,  73.  Deposi- 
tions respecting,  76--82.  Letter  to 
George  Stevenson,  forbidding  a 
levy  on  certain  lands,  89.  List  of 
Taxes,  94.  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania sends  for  oopies  of  pnelic  pa. 
pers,  92;  Granted,  93.  Petition  of 
Henry  Darnall,  Attorney  General,  to 
Judges  at  York,  respeoting  deatk  of 
Digps  son,  92.  Letter  John  S. 
Hawkins,  117.  Commissioners  to 
Indian  treaty  at  Albany,  138.  Wm! 
Morris  and  Wm.  Green,  depositions, 
265.  James  Anderson,  267,  183. 
Watman  Sipples  ease,  335,  '.337, 
440.  Petition  to  Governor  Moiris 
fipora  sufferers  by  Msryland  432. 
Grant  of  £10,000  by  Assembly,  685. 

Massaohusetts,  correspondence  with 
Ctovemors,  20,  26,  181.  Commis- 
sioners to  Indian  treaty  at  Albany, 
137.  Wante  provisions  from  Phlla., 
412.  Embargo  on  provisions  asked 
by  Assembly,  283.  Asks  for  provi- 
sions, 732. 

Massacres  by  Indians,  16,  159-166, 
571,  613.    [See  Indians.] 

Matehitongo,  656,  561. 

Memorial  S.  Haxard  to  Conneet^  for 
Western  lands,  301. 

Mercer,  Captain  Hugh,  orders  to,  603. 
Letter,  632. 

Mercer,  James  H.,  recruiting  in  Penn- 
sylvania, 281. 

Merchants,  New  York,  complain  of  em- 
bargo, 702. 

Meridian,  Se,,  N.  Scull,  on  mode  of  as- 
certaining, 73. 

MiliUa  Law,  passed,  513,  531, 56L 

Minutes  of  Council,  not  in  Colon.  Beo.« 
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IM.  Of  a  meetittg  at  Svgar  OaV 
ins,  on  Braddook'a  road,  821.  Of 
Executire  Oonncil  at  Saston,  721, 
730,  743. 

Moantonr,  Andrew,  9.  Wants  a  house 
bnilt  for  him,  12.  Respecting,  230, 
454. 

Moravians,  examinations  of,  459.  Set- 
tlements destroyed,  521,  625,  526, 
527,549,565. 

Morris,  Lewis,  letters  to  and  from,  314. 

Morris,  Got.  Robert  Hunter,  arrives, 
172.  R.  Peter's  letters  to,  172.  Let- 
ters from,  177,  186,  192,  203,  816, 
220,  223,  226,  231,  232,  244, 249, 261, 
262,  267,  268,  270,  272, 276,  279,  280, 
284,  298,  325,  828,  331,  835,  845, 
856,  358,  361, 365, 372,  375,  376, 879, 
882,  889,  891,  395,  396,  397,  401, 
405,  412,  432,  440,  447,  450,  454, 
461,  469,  470,  472,  475,  480,  498, 
500,  506,  508,  612,  520,  624,  526, 
528,  530,  540,  556,  560,  562,  564, 
566,  569,  572,  574,  576,  -582,  592^ 
596,  602,  606,  612,  616,  618,  621, 
622,  625,  626,  629, 637,  638,  643,  647, 
648,  665,  672,  674,  684,  688,  694, 
711,  714,  733,  739.  Addresses  to, 
from  Charohes,  Ac,  183,  184,  185, 
186,  191,  200,  223,  251.  Speech  to 
Indians  at  Augwiok,  193.  On  bills 
of  credit,  221,  223.  Letters  to  Pro- 
prietaries, 228,  229,  286,  311.  From 
Proprieuuries,  189, 195, 252, 253, 276, 

'  804,  305,  383,  366,  419,  488.  To 
Committee  of  Assembly,  271,  272. 
Controversy  with  Franklin  A  Hall, 
about  printing  minutes  of  Assembly, 
274.  Orders  to  Secretary  to  inspect 
their  Journals,  276.  284,  286.  Hears 
of   Braddock's  defeat,    382.     Com- 

Slaint  for  not  writing  to  Board  of 
'rade,  438.  Complaint  of  Commis- 
sioners respecting  a  sentence  in  the 
order  for  scalps,  620.  Message  to 
Assembly,  750.  Expects  a  succes- 
sor, 712.  Ceases  to  be  Oovemor, 
succeeded  by  Wm.  Benny,  760. 
Morris,  Samuel,  appointed  commis- 
sioner to  settle  accounts  for  wagons 
for  Qen.,Braddock,  598. 

N. 

New  Castle,  Embargo  proposed  at,  396. 

New  Castle,  Captain,  an  Indian  Chief, 
directions,  682.  His  daughter 
brought  to  Philadelphia,  684.  Let- 
ter to  Mr.  Taafe,  685.  Letters,  726, 
727. 

Necessity,  Fort,  capitulates  to  Captain 
Be  Villiers,  146.  Articles  of  capitu- 
lation to  Captain  Be  Villiers,  146. 

Nesoopeck  Indians  at,  558,  561,  565. 


New  Jersey,  Bast,  Minntet  of  a  Ooqb* 
cil  of  the  Proprietors,  75.  Board  of 
Trade  on  paper  money  of,  128.  Cor- 
respondence with  Governors  of,  and 
Pennsylvania,  172,  IBS,  438. 

New  Hampshire,  Commissioners  to  In- 
dian treaty  at  Albany,  138.  Corres- 
pondence between  Governor  Penn- 
sylvania, 186. 

New  York,  letter  flrom  Gov.  Clinton, 
respecting  a  prisoner,  16.  Resolu- 
tions on  Indian  affairs,  52.  Corres- 
pondenoe  between  Governors  of, 
and  Pennsylvania,  16,  26,  29,  80,  82, 
65,  99, 168,  179,  220,  288, 433.  (Sea 
Be  Lancey,  Hardy.)  Bepositions 
respecting  Indian  outrages  at  Ho- 
sick,  168.  Independent  Co's  of, 
condition  of,  256.  Opposes  levies, 
398.  Controversy  between  Shirley 
and  Be  Lancey,  about  oannon  for 
Cape  Breton  expedition,  3^8,  354. 
Scarcity  of  sailors  at,  852.  Governor 
Sir  Charles  Hardy  appointed  and  ar- 
rives, 899.  Cton.  Shirley  at  Oswego, 
and  operations,  381.  At  Oneida, 
888.  Fort  at  Oswego,  575,  629,  646. 
Murders  in,  586,  610.  Operations 
on  Lake  George  and  Ontario,  693. 
Minutes  of  a  Council  at,  694.  iBm- 
bargo,  694.  Merchants  against  em- 
bargo, 702, 733. 

Niagara  Expedition,  349, 353,  355, 357, 
428,  425,  427,  579. 

Nixon,  John,  chosen  Lieutenant  of  a 
Company  in  Philadelphia,  600. 

Norris,  Isaao,  letters  to  and  flrom,  344, 
245,845.    Fort,  669,  678. 

Northampton  county,  petition  for  road, 
96.    Alarms  from  Indians,  515. 

North  EiU,  159,  675. 

Northumberland  county,  petition  of  of- 
ficers against  Coaneeticut  settlers, 
340. 

O. 

Ogle,  Samuel,  Governor  of  Maryland, 
letters  from,  40, 46,  57. 

Ohio,  River,  settlements,  81.  Bistanees 
from  various  places  to,  141. 

Oneida  carrying  place.  Gen.  Shirley  at, 
888. 

Opinion  of  B.  Ryder,  King's  attorney, 
on  several  acts  of  Assembly,  100. 

Ord,  Captain,  346,  856,  85$.  Orders  to 
Capt's  Martin  and  Craig,  541.  Cap- 
tain Isaac  Wayne,  543. 

Orme,  Robert  Captain,  introduction  of 
to  Gov.  Morris,  195.  Letters  to  and 
from,  312,  325,  829.  Wounded  in 
Braddock's  defeat,  379,  400.  Going 
to  England,  400. 

Onidty  Captain,  letter,  743* 
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Otbone,  /oMpb,  tent  to  BltfytaDd  M 
^bUe  p«p»n»  91. 

OtwegOy  Qtn,  Bhirley't  arriral,  sod 
•peraci«M  at,  361.  liimUi  of  Covn- 
eil  of  War  at»  413, 437.  Fort  »t»  674. 


Pamphloto  roffpo«ting  Qvaken.  297. 

Parsons,  Wm.,  letters  fVom,  41.  I>«b- 
eriplion  of  Baston,  95,  98,  305,  443, 
615,  534,  593,  670,  714,  741,  742, 
745,  747. 

Patt«non,  Captain,  orders  to,  603. 
Letters.  613. 

Patterson's  Port— 8ec  Ports. 

Penn,  Thomas,  letters  to,  228,  229, 286, 
311.    Prom,  189,  195.  252,  253,  275, 

-  304,  305,  333,  366,  419,  438.  On  in. 
Btractlons,  Connecticut,  254.  In- 
trodnoes  Captain  Orme,  194.  Re- 
spootittg  his  interest  in  Gap  Copper 
mine,  311,  869. 

Penn,  Thos.  and  Riohard,  suit  against 
B.  Jersey,  Minutes  of  a  Conncii,  75. 
lofltraetions  to,  from  King  respecting 
appeals,  107.  Answer  to  Assembly 
on  varions  subjects,  108.  Revenue 
of  ProTtnce,  110.  Right  to  parohase 
l^nds.  111.  On  taiation  of  estate, 
112.    Letters,  304. 

Penn,  William,  his  powers  under  char- 
ter  to  make  laws,  101,  His  treat- 
ment of  Indians,  109. 

Pennsyliranla;  Correepondence  between 
OoTemors  of,  and  Maryland,  40,  46, 
67,  91,  93.  Boundary  line  between 
Maryland,  40, 41, 49,  64,  73.  Map  of 
by  Lewis  Brans,  46,  60,  309,  583 ;  his 
instructions,  47.  Returns  of  Iron 
and  Steel  Purnaees,  Slitting  Mills, 
Tilt  Hammers  in  1750,  52-56.  Let- 
ter of  Goremor  Hamilton  on  Boun- 
daries of,  and  claims  of  French,  Vir- 
ginia, Ae.,  60,  63.  Report  of  Privy 
Conncii  on,  65.  N.  Scull,  on  mode 
of  finding  Meridian,  Tangent  line  and 
running  tha  Circumference  of  the 
Circle,  73.  Statement  of  Excise  col- 
lected, 86.  Income  of  Loan  Office, 
86.  GoTsmor  sends  to  Maryland  for 
copies  of  pnblic  papers,  92 ;  answer, 
93;  Proprietary  revenue,  110.  Con- 
neotiottt  eetUerfl  on  land  in,  120  to 
127,  196.  Commissioners  to  Indian 
Treaty  at  Albany,  142.  Their  Diary, 
146.  Governor  Hamilton  retires, 
succeeded  by  Rol>ert  Hunter  Morris, 
180.  An  account  of  the  state  ^  the 
Province  referred  to,  225.  Supplies 
expected  fVom,  249,  293, 306, 306,  679. 
Letter  Committee  of  Assembly  to 
Governor  Morris  on  £5000,  271 ;  an- 
swer, 272.    Purehaao  of  land  firom 


Six  Nation^,  279.  Bond  given  for 
arms  to  King,  300.  Grant  by  Connee- 
ticttt  to  Susquehanna  Company,  303. 
Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions send  interrogatories  for  infor- 
mation respecting,  378,  418, 527,  778. 
Account  of  Guns  and  Ammunition 
delivered  to  back  counties,  392.  Re- 
presentation of  Citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia to  General  Assembly  demand- 
ing defence,  485.  General  Shirley 
sends  Ammunition  to,  502,  and  Arms, 
654.  Assembly  granted  £55,000,  and 
Proprietary  £5000,  513, 529,  530,  536. 
Gov.  Shirley's  Troops  ordered  from, 
577.  Murder  by  Mob  for  enlisting 
Servants,  578.  Map  of  Delaware 
Bay  and  River  by  Joshua  Fisher, 
592,  593.  Commissioners  offer  re- 
wards for  Indian  prisoners  and  scalps, 
606.  Officers  at  Shamokin  complain 
of  pay,  700.  Commissioners  decline 
further  payments,  742.  Message  to 
Assembly  from  Governor,  state  of 
Province,  750.  William  Denny  ar- 
rives and  succeeds  Morris  as  Gover- 
nor, 760.  Addroates  to  him,  760,  762, 
763. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  list  of  first  sub- 
scribers and  amounts,  87-80. 

Pepperell.  Sir  Wm.  letters,  329, 353, 365. 

Peters,  Richard,  letters,  69,  89,  172, 
196,  214,  218,  232,  307,316,  345,  441, 
443,  449,  455,  651.  654,  685. 

Petitions— Inhabitants  near  Digges's 
choice,  28.  Henry  Darnell,  93.  For 
a  Road  in  Berks  and  Northumber- 
land Counties,  98.  Of  officers  of 
Northumberland  County,  246.  Of 
Susquehanna  Company,  303.  From 
Cumberland  County,  386.  To  Govt. 
from  sufferers  by  M.vyland,  432. 
Lancaster  County,  450.  York,  461. 
Cumberiand  Co.,  768.  John  Ungfaei, 
638.  Chester  County,  for  defence, 
656. 

Philadelphia;  cleansing  and  walling 
the  Dock,  and  improving  Swamp  be- 
tween Budd's  buildings  and  Society 
Hill,  4.  Arch  under  Dock  street  to 
Third,  4.  Name  given  to  It,  4.  Pro- 
prietary called  on  for  his  share  of 
expense,  4.  Presents  to  Capt.  Ballet 
of  ship  Otter,  5.  Account  of  Steel 
Furnaces  in  1760,  68.  An  extraor- 
dinary Writing  Master  arrives,  170. 
Addresses  to  Governor  Morris,  183, 
185,  191,  200.  Petition  of  Ckrmans 
in,  sufferings,  217,  224.  Cherokee 
Indians  at,  244.  Sheriff  warned  not 
to  discharge  Kind's  Soldiers,  296. 
Letter  to  Committee  for  Proviaione, 
364.    Embargo  on  provisions,  263j 
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383,  378,  37$.  Indiasr  wnT«  in 
liquor,  lodge  in  State  House  Squaro, 
Citizens  to  be  kept  from  them,  $89. 
CoL  Dunbar's  and  Sir  Peter  Halkef  s 
Rei^iments  expected,  Qovernor  asks 
« Mayor  to  provide  quarters  from  tbem, 
396.  Demand  of  Governor  on  Sheriff 
for  Carriages,  432.  Representation 
of  Citizens  to  General  Assembly  de- 
manding means  of  defence,  485.  Ad- 
dress of  Quakers  to  Assembly,  487. 
Fisber's  Map  of  Delaware  Bay,  592, 
593.  Election  for  Lieutenant  of 
Company  of  Dock  Ward  ;  John 
Nixon  chosen  in  place  of  Thomas 
"Willing,  resigned,  600.  Legality  of, 
doubted,  600.  Officers  chosen  by  Re- 
giment of  the  County,  607.  New  Cas- 
tle's daughter  brought  to,  685.  Mer- 
chants of,  petition  for  romovnl  of  em- 
bargo 709.  Address  of  Unitas  Fratrum 
to  Govn'r.  Denny,  760.  Of  Ministers, 
Ac,  of  Christ  Church,  763.  Of  Regi- 
ment of  County,  760,  and  reply,  763. 

Pbips,  Lieutenant  Governor  P.,  asks 
to  load  provisions  at  Philadelphia 
412.    Letter,  732. 

Poison,  Cart.  William,  letters  to  and 
from,  246,  247,  248.  On  recruiting 
service,  247,  248. 

Pomfret  Castle,  see  Forts. 

Pownall,  Sir  John,  letters,  377,  467, 
527,  778. 

Proclamation  of  Governor  Morris  for 
a  fast,  649. 

Provisions — Embargo  on,  263,  283,  373, 
375,  500.  Gen.  Shirley  remits  to 
Gov.  Morris  for,  357.  Requested  for 
Bermuda,  661. 

Q. 

Qnakors — ^pamphleti  retpeoting,  257. 
Address  to  General  Assembly  on 
present  state  of  affairs,  487.  A 
deputation  at  Eaiton  desire  to  make 
presents  to  Indians,  728.  Qovemor's 
objeotions,  729. 


Read,  Capt  Adam,  orders  to,  545,  551. 
Letter  to,  738. 

Reading,  Berks  County,  water  obtained 
at,  45.  Guard  for,  544,  596.  Public 
stores  at,  660.  Jour,  from  by  Captain 
Young  to  sundry  forts,  674. 

Reformed  German  Clergy,  address  to 
GovV  Morris,  185. 

Regiment  of  Phil.  Co.,  address  to  Gov'r 
Denny,  763.    His  reply,  768. 

Resolutions  of  N.  Y.  Assembly,  52. 

Rhode  Lsland  Commissioners  to  Indian 
Treaty  at  Albany,  141.  Act  appoint- 
ing Commissioners  to  meet  General 
Shirley,  442.  Requests  provisions, 
672.    Letters  of  Govr.  434,  500. 


Ridoiit,  J.,  Letters,  734. 

Riot,  at  eloetion  in  York  County,  50. 

Roads,  98. 

Robinson,  Samuel,  Letter,  480. 

RobioBOB,  Sir  Thomas,  Letters  to  and 
from,  188,  249,  284,  291,  365,  379, 
439,  440,  491,  764..  Resigns  as  Sec- 
rotary,  491. 

Roman  Catholics,  suspicions  of,  114, 
176,  228, 423,  646,  690,  694. 

Ross,  John,  instructions  to  take  Indians 
to  Conestogo,  595. 

Rous,  Rev'd  Lucas,  address  in  Latin  to 
GovV  Morris,  251. 

Rutherford,  John,  letter  on  Gen'l  Brad- 
dock's  affairs,  277,  299. 

Ryder,  D.  King's  Attorney,  General 
opinion  on  several  aots  of  Assembly, 
100. 

8. 

St  Clair,  Sir  John,  reviews  soldiers> 
276.  Displeased  with  Gov.  Morris, 
293.  Introduction  to  Gov.  Morris* 
188.     Respecting,  315. 

Saltar,  Elisba,  Commissary  General's 
orders,  604.  Letters  to  and  from, 
611,  613,  618,  621. 

Scalps,  premium  offered  by  Commis- 
sioners for,  619.  Minutes  respeeling, 
619.  Letter  of  Gov.  Morris  to  Com- 
missioners, 620,  625,  629.  Brought 
in,  639,641. 

Scarroyady,  15,  114. 

Schlatter,  Rev'd  Michael,  pass  for,  67. 

Schuylkill  Ferry,  application  for,  6<8.  , 

Scull,  Nicholas,  on  method  of  finding 
the  Meridian,  Ao.  73. 

Seely,  Capt  Jonas,  orders  to,' 544. 

Seidel,  Christinn,  examination  of,  459. 

Servants  and  Apprentices,  on  enlisting, 
417,  572,  576,  582,  587.  Murder  by 
mob,  576.  ' 

Shamokin,  minutes  of  a  Council  at, 
respecting  officers  pay,  700. 

Shamokin,  Fort  Augusta  at,  See  Forts. 

Sharpe,  Horatio,  Gov.  Md.,  letters  to 
and  from,  113,  125.  130,  187,  192, 
216,  228,244,  274,  382,  397,  451,  468> 
490,  507,  520,  556,  557,  573,  685. 

Shekalao^y,  death  notioed,  his  son  sue* 
eeeds  as  Chief,  23.  Presents  to  his 
family,  24, 

Shippen,  Edward,  letters  to  and  from, 
230,  358,  362,  364, 400,  455,  46.1, 472, 
576,  603, 608,  634,  738,  740.  Commis* 
sion  to  settle  accounts  for  wagons 
for  Braddock,  598. 

Shippen,  Joseph,  appointed  Captain> 
622.    Letter,  636. 

Sbiriey,  Gov.  William,  (of  Mtts.)  letters 
from,  20,  26,  181,  215,  231,  260,  298, 
326,  328, 338, 345,  348-355,  357, 361, 
881, 395,  698.  General,  appointment 
as  Colonel,  and  instructions  to,  178, 
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SS§.    Conm'rf  of  B.  I.  to  meet,  Ut, 

467.    Letters  to  and  from,  495,  498, 

601,  602,   669,   676,   677,   67B,   679, 

683,  687,  W8,  716.    fiendi  Ammani- 

tioQ,  503.    Defttb  of  his  Son,   624. 

Plan  of  operations,  624.    Ordered  to 

England,  608.    Fort,  see  Forte. 

Bhtrley,  Wm.,  letters  to  and  from,  292, 

298,  307.  310,  317,  821, 334, 348,  357, 

361.    BecretMT  to  Braddook,  307. 

Sbirley,  John,  letters  to  and  from,  199, 

332, 381, 387, 422.    Death  of,  624, 631. 

Shmiok,  John,  examination  respeoting, 

Wyominek,  491. 
Sipple,  Watman's,  ease,  336. 
Smith,  Capt.  Fred,  orders  to,  644. 
Smith,  Rev'd  Mr.  (Wm.)  488. 
Soldiers,  articles   of   agreement  with 

offioers,  641,  647. 
Spangenberg,  Rer'd  Mr.  letters,  684, 

716. 
Spearing,  Llent.  letters,  668,  587. 
Speeeh  of  Gov'r  Morris  at  Augwick, 

193. 
Spry,  Commodore,  608. 
Stedman,  Alex,  appointed  Comm'r  to 
settle  aooonnta  for  wagons  famished 
General  Braddoek,  698. 
Steel,  Rer'd  Capt.  John,  letters,  823. 
Stevenson,  Geo.  letters  to  and  from, 

89  449. 
Strettell,  Robert,  letters  to  and  from, 

648. 
S^le,  act  for  ohaoging  old  to  new, 

1752,  88. 
Sugar  Cabins,  minutes  of  a  meeung  at 
the,  320.  ,     ^ 

Sasqnehanna  Company,  deed  for  lands 
itom  Indians,  (supposed  fraudulent), 
147, 175.    Grant  of  land  to,  by  Con- 
neetieat,  303. 
Susquehanna   Rirer,   deed    for   lands 
between,  and  Delaware,  33,  38.    List 
of  inhabitants  west  of,  in  1748,  38. 
Lands  granted  by  Conneotioai,  303. 
Swaine,  Charles,  381. 
T. 
Taghneghoarus,  fihekelamy's  son,  snc- 

eeeds  him  as  Chief,  23. 
Teedyuscung,  715.    Reply  to   GotV., 

721,  722,    Always  drunk,  724. 
Thomas,  Gov.  George,  additional  in- 
structions on  bills   of  credit,   104. 
Letter  to  Gov.  Morris,  180. 
Treaty  with  Indians,  659. 
Trent,  William,  account  of  a  murder 

by  Indians,  16,  50,  575. 
Tnlpehocken,   murders    at,   603,   604, 
511,  525. 

u. 

Union  of  the  Colonies,  draft  of  a  plan 
for,  197.  At  Albany,  199.  Plan  of, 
G7>v.  MoitU's  views  of,  499.  Meet- 
ing proposed  at  New  York,  498.  Go- 


remor  Morris  to  Eari  of  Halifax  on 
629.  Colonel  WashingUm  derires  an, 
621, 

Unitas,  Fratrum,  address  of,  to  Gover- 
nor Denny,  780. 
▼. 

Yaa  Etten,  instmetioni  to,  648.  Let- 
ter, 720. 

Virginia,  letters  of  Governor  Gooch,  18. 
President  Lee,  58.  Gov.  Dinwiddle's 
speech  on  proroguing  assembly,  169. 
Correepondenoe  with  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  18,  58,  177,  228,  288. 
Provisions  for,  268,  449.  ForU  in, 
681.  Freneh  neutrals  in,  581.  Grant 
of  men  and  money,  621. 

W. 

Wampum,  quantity  of,  left  with  Secre- 
tary, by  Conrad  Weiser,  17. 

War  declared  between  Bng.  A  France, 
735.  ,      ^ 

Warwick,  English  man-of-war  taken  by 
the  French,  830. 

Washington,  CoL  Geo.,  charged  by  T. 
Penn,  with  imprudence,  255.  Desires 
union  of  Colonies,  621.  Decided  tore- 
sign,  620.  Letters  541,  565,  620. 

Wayne,  CapUin  Isaac,  orders  to,  542. 

Wetterhold,  Captain.  618,741,  753- 

Weiser,  Conrad,  letters  from,  8,  9,  19, 
11,  15,  23,  44,  259,  319.  453,  461, 
503,  504, 511,  547.  550,  562, 663,  828, 
696,  776.  Purchases  land,  10.  Jour- 
nal of  disUncesto  Ohio.  12.  Quan- 
tity of  Wampum  left  with  Secretary, 

Wentworth,  Governor,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, letters  to  and  from,  186,  195, 
200. 

Wilmington,  (DeL)  FoH  and  Battery 
erected  by  D.  Bush,  Ac,  6.  Letter 
from  Burgesses  of,  alarm  at,  466. 

Wolcott,  Roger,  Governor  Connecticut 
letters  to  and  firom,  120, 126. 

Writing  master,  an  extraordinary,  ar- 
rives at  Philadelphia,  170. 

Wyoming,  examinations  respecting, 
491,  500. 

Y. 

York  eounty,  riot  at  election  in,  51. 
Petition  of  attorney  general  of  Mary- 
land to  Judges  at,  respecting  Digger 
93.    Letters  from  sundries  at,  and 

-*  great  alarm  at,  448,  514. 

Toung,  Commissary  James,  703.  Cap- 
Uins  of  Clapham's  regiment  com- 
plain, 702.  His  letter  to  Governor 
Morris  respecting  pay  of  soldiers, 
704,  716.  Commissioner  of  musters. 
Journal  to  different  forte,  681, 

S. 
Zeisbergor,  David,  examination  of,  459 


Ai^V^.W.  ^r^^°°8le. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


r 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


